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FINANCIAL. 


1. The total receipts for the year 1898 amounted to £86,759 
17s. 4d., made up as follows :— 


oe a’ £ es Bede gs: 
Revenue from taxation and other — 
ordinary sources... ves ... 74,367 7 8 


Sale of Government property ... 12,377 6 10 


Interest: on investment of surplus 
funds... ‘i — re 15 2 10 


2. Of the ordinary revenue the sum of £63,570 14s. 9d. was — 
derived from Customs duties, the largest yield from that 
source recorded for many years. past and exceeding that of 
thé previous year by £10,114 165.’ 94.,attd'that df ‘the year 
1896 by £8,097. RS ee eR Fae 7 


3. £12,500 was received from the Florida East Coast Railway 
and Hotel Company ; £10,000 as the price of the Victoria Hotel 
belonging to the Colonial Government and now bought by the 
Company, and £2,500 as.a consideration for the loss of the police 
barracks on Fleeming Square, where the new hotel is in course 
of erection, which has obliged the Colonial Government to build 
rhe police barracks on another site at an estimated cost of 

4,500. 


4. The above-mentioned sum was reduced by the cost of 
remittance to the Crown Agents for investment, and the law 
costs for conveyance of the property, leaving as the net receipts 
the sum of £12,377 6z.- SS EnOnennnEnneetnnanne 


5. The following comparative statement shows that the revenue 
for the past year exceeded that of the year 1897 by £11,613 5s. 7d., 
the excess being attributable almost entirely to increased Customs 
receipts :— 


COLONIAL. RERORTS—TANAT ALD i) 


re ar eS Or ae ee YW ee 
ued 


+ oe 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND 


EXPENDITURE, 1897 AND 1898, 
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CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF 


Amount Amount 
Head of Revenue. Collected in Collected in 
1897. 1898. 


£ «2 d. £ 2. 
1. Customs—Duties on Imports ... eee oe | 53,455 18 0} 63,570 14 9 
Port and harbour dues : 
Tonnage dues__... es eee ane 606 3 10 540 1 6 


Light dues eee ode eo6 eee eee 49 12 3 93 7 1 
Wharfage eee ove eee ove eve 36 4 7 38 13 11 


2. Licences and Internal Revenue not otherwise 
classified :— 
Taxes: 
Dog .0 eee eee eee eee eoe 0 11 0 6 10 


Horse and carriage eee eee eee 191 10 0 166 10 0 


© 


House property ... seo ase nee 787 19 7| 1,228 1 8 
Fire policies eos eee eee eee 38 16 9 40 5 
Auction eee oo0 eee eet eee 115 13 6 104 8 7 


os 


Licences : 
Auctioneers eee re = = 24 6 8 19 18 4 
Dray and drivers ... Ges ies je 30 8 0 50 12 0 
Liquor Ses aes aie sce sin 743 3 =O 1,049 12 0 
Apothecaries ose sin sec eas 60 0 0 60 0 0 
Hackney carriages cee as ase 5115 0 7615 0 
Miscellaneous : 
Fines and forfeitures _... re oar 613 1 8 704 17 11 
Warehouse charges ws sees 7116 2] 112 210 


Market rates and tolls... Bi oe 465 5 9 485 4 4 
Carried forward ... | 57,342 5 68,347 15 2 


co 
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REVENUE, 1897 anp 1898. -, 


- Increase. Decrease. Cause of Increase or Decrease. 
&£ 8 a. £ eda. 

(a2) 10,114 16 9 — _ | (a) The value of flour and some other 
merchandize went up during the war, 
and the ad valorem duties were pro- 
ales increased ; also alcobolic 

_ 66 2 4 iquors were imported in larger quan- 
tities. 

(db) 43 14 10 — (b} Steam vessels are exempt from tonnage 
dues but subject to light duos, there- 

29 4 — fore the increased use'vf ‘steam ‘vessels 
tends to increase one class of receipts 
and diminish the othér. 

519 0 — 

_ (c) 25 O 0O| (c) Street cabs were licensed under Act 60 
Vict., cap. 23, and were exempted 
from Horse and Carriage Tax. 

(cx) 440 2 1 _ (cz) The House Tax collection was allowed 
to get into arrears in 1897, and the 

1 8 6 — arrears of that year went to swell the 
receipts of 1898. 

_ 11 411 
_ 48 4 
20 4 0 a 
(d) 306 9 0 — (d) Liquor traffic developed and more 
licences taken out. 
25 0 0 _ 

(ec) 9116 8 _— (e) Increase of fines imposed for breach of 
laws regulating sale of liquors. 

(f) 40 6 8 _~ (7) Increased charges at Inagua conse- 
quent upon the increase of goods for 
19 18 7 — Hayti bonded in transit at Inagua. 


11,112 5 0 106 15 7 
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Banamas, ComparaTiIvE STATEMENT OF 
1898. 
Head of Revenue. ' Collected in | Collected in 

1897. 1898. 
£ 3s. d. £ 3. a. 
4 5 - Brought forward ... | 57,342 5 9 | 68,347 15 2 


3. Fees of Court or Office, Payments for ific 
‘Purposes, and Reimbursements in Aid :— 


Fees of Office.... .... sun nee 734 8 7 4385 9 7 
Storage of gunpowder eee. ees see 1118 1 611 1 
Reimbursements in aid... eee eee 331 5 11 77417 4 
Probate duty... see eee eee eee 614 0 128 16 9 


4. Pest Office and Telegraphs :— 
Post Office revenue ... so. = ane Ss wee | 2,430 7 8] 2,165 16 5 


Telegraph receipts ... sos ees ss 925 1 2] 1,590 4 10 
5. Rents from Government Property :— 


Bank premises... 2 uses se | 8 0 OO 50 0 0 
Frederick Street abutment ove ose 20 0 0 20 0 0 
Royal Victoria Hotel ecu “SR 800 0 0 400 0 0 
Ice House... ove vee soe ove 180 0 0 100 0 0 
Officers’ quarters... cee sus ete §9 3 4 5411 & 
Rent of rooms R. V. Hotel... oe eee 710 0 _ 


6. Contributions to Widows’and Orphans’ Fund:— 
Sundry persons = uuu nee tenes 210 0 4 226 97:6} 


7. Miscellaneous Receipte — 


Patty. eosipta, aid swatorssodn items of 67 4 9 6615 4 
revenue. 
Salary of Agricultural Inspector paid from 78 2 6 _ 


Treasury and refunded by His Excel- 
lency the Governor. | 
62,764 2 1 74,367 7 8 
Sale of Government property eee ais — 12,377 6 10 
Interest on investments... ss “iss — 15 2 10 


Total ... | 62,754 2 1 86,759 17 4 


6. The expenditure of the year amounted to £64,148 8s. 5d., and 
_jishments was not increased, and the outlay on institutions was 
incurred chiefly for public works, 
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REVENUE, 1897 anpD 1898—coniinued. 


£ 3s d. £ 8. d. : 
11,112 5 0 106 15 7 
o~ 298 19 0 | (g) By a change in the law probate duties 
a were made payable into the 
— 5 7 0 ‘Treasury. 
(hk) 443 11 5 — | (2) Unexpended balances refunded. 
(i) 122 2 9 = (i) See remarks as to “Fees of Office” 
_ above. 
—_ (j) 26411 3 | (j) Decrease in sales of stamps to dealers. 
k) 665 3 8 — (%) Increased use of cable for messages and 
reports caused by Spanish-American 
war. | 
= a i 
3 
(4) 100 0 0 — (1) Rent raised. | 
— (m) 80 0 0 | (m) Rent lowered 
{ 
_ 411 8 
_ 710 0 
1669 2 — 
= 09 5 
— 78 2 6 
12,459 12 0 846 6 5 
12,377 6 10 — 
15 2 10 — 
24,852 1 8 846 6 5§ 


exceeded that. of 1897 by £743 3s. Od., but the cost of the estab- 
maintained at the usual level, the increased expenditure having been 


AHAMAS, 
1898. 
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Banamas, 7. The following comparative statement will show the expenditure 
c 4898; ane ee pe SUP a oe in the 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF 


Expenditure, | Expenditure, 
1897. 1898. 


; | | £ s. d. £ «8. d. 
"Y. Charges on account of Public Debt — ... | 8,884 16 5 | 7,935 10 8 


¢ ne 


2. Pensions, Treasury ... os. ‘ne ese | 1,949 14 


2 | 208417 2 

3. Pensions, Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund ... | 2,284 0 6 | 2,264 17 1 

4. House of Assembly ... see Sear Sees 643 6 4 716 12 3 

Bs Legislative Council dee aes ies ive 7113 4 70 0 0 
qGovernorant Bats xx se in 1,503 12 7 | 1,249 7 0 

9 | 1,098 10 6 


7. Colonial Secretary's Department ... soe | 1,238 10 


8. Receiver-General’s Department ... .. | 2,942 8 9 | 3,064 6 U 


9. Judicial Department... ‘ise eee oe | 5,896 3 6 | 6,185 13 9 
10. Registrar’s Department __.... oes ase 489 6 6 49419 0 
11. Constabulary and Police ... =a. . | 5,549 11 8 | 5316 2 7 


181 14 2 
325 3 2 


11a.Fire Department... ove one eee 829 1 5 

12. Surveyor-General’s Department... ose 32113 4 

13. Audit Department ... eee oes 7 350 0 0 

14. Post Office Department... soe . | 5423 8 1 | 5,319 10 11 
2 
4 
0 


15. Telegraph and Telephone Department... | 1,197 1 1,182 2 5 
16. Ecclesiastical Establishment soe oe | 898 18 757 0 0 
17. Education Department ...  ..  e | 4,750 0 4,750 0 0 


' .  .t Qurried- forward .. |44,222 11 10 143,346 6 8 
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for 1898 and the preceding year, under the several headings employed Banamas, , 
1898. 
Blue Book :— . 


EXPENDITURE, 1897 AND 1898. 


Cause of Increase and Decrease. 


. a 
9 | (a) Interest on £6,000 loan not paid in 
1898, and less paid for sinking fund ° 
for £5,000 loan. 
(b) 135 13 0 — (b) New pensioners. 
— 19 3 5 
(c) 7 611 — (c) Increase in election expenses, and ex- 
penses of extra session of Legislature 
_— 113 4 in 1898. 
— (d) 254 5 7 | (d) No travelling expenses paid in 1898. 
— (e) 140 O 3 | (e) Salary of December 1896 paid in 1897 : 
the cust of Government cablegrams 
was much reduced. 

(7)121 17 3 — (/) Personal allowance to T. V. Matthews, 
under 61 Vict., cap. 29, and more 
tidewaiters temporarily engaged. 

(g) 289 10 3 — (g) Increase in fees and allowances to wit- 
nesses. 

512 6 — 

— (h) 233 9 1 | (kh) A money allowance was substituted for 
rations, reducing expense. 

— (3) 147 7 3 | (4) Cost of uniforms for Fire Brigades in 
1897. 

3 9 10 — 

— (j) 103 17 2 | (7) Reduction in subsidy of Ward Line. 

= 1418 9 | 

_ (k) 141 13 4 | (&) Retirement of Rector, St. Philips, 


Inagua. 


629 8 9 1,505 13 11 
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Der, ee ae _ CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF - 


Expenditure, | Expenditure, 
Prag7. 1898 


d. 

8 

18. Public Libraries  ... uc. tues 0 

| 19. Port and Marine Department sae 1163 7 3 1,210 14 2 
20. Medical Department... .. .. «| 817 6 0 | 801 0 9 
21. Charitable Institutions coe see . | 5,156 6 6 | 5,494 19 9 
22, Prisons... 00 = acu. enews Ss ewe | «21,700 3 O | 1,808 16 8 


23. Public Works... eco eee eee eee 6,644 4 1 7,754 10 4 


24. Miscellaneous eee eee eco xy) eee 1,694 12 4 1,657 4 0 


Surplus Monies Act ... oe ove 


Erection of new Barracks ... 0... sss — 723 12 3 
Investment on account : 

Surplus Funds ... a6 eae ius -- 5,968 0 4 

ea » Hotel Fund ... _ — 7,382 15 10 


Total eo¢ eee 


Sone Hind ‘ : ae gare alle ; : 
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Expeygiturs, 1897 anp 1898—continued. ” 


Inicreasé. © [~~ Décrease. [ — Cause of Increaseand Decrease. 


£ 8. d. £ sd, 
629 8 9 - 1,605 13 11 
(1) 149 8 4 —_ (1) Expenditure on libraries increased by 
extra grants to Nassau Public Library, 
47 6 il once and grant in 1897 paid in 1898 to 
Green Turtle Cay Library. 
a, 16 6 3 
(m) 338 13 3 _— (m) Amount paid for completion of new 
Lunatic Ward in 1898. 
(n) 108 13 8 _ (n) err ead in expenses for clothing in 
(0)1,110 6 3 _— (0) Increased expenditure on roads and 
works of £278 at New Providence, of 
£224 at Governor's Harbour, of £200 
at Harbour Island, of £140 at San 
Salvador, and generally through the 
out-islands. 


2,388 17.2 | 1,589 7 6 
bs 81 6 8 


723-12 8 


5,968 0 4 
7,382 15 10 
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8. The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure 


for each year of the quinquennial period ending 3lst December 
1898 :— | 


¢ 
| 
i 


Year. Revenue. | Expenditure. 

£ «8 d, £ s. d. 
1894 47,491 9 9 57,236 9 2 
1895 55,642 11 4 | 85,758 0 6 
1896 65,126 9 11 60,134 16 0 
1897 62,754 2 1 63,405 5 5 
1898 74,382 10 6 64,148 8 5 


t 


9. It will be observed that in 1894 there was a deficit 
of nearly £10,000; and this deficit was met in 1895 by a 
considerable increase in the import duties, not only specific 
duties but by increasing the ad valorem duties from 20 per 
cent. to 25 per cent. 


10. At the same time £6,000 was raised on loan to be repaid 
at short date—now nearly expired—and expenditure was reduced 
to £55,758 by the postponement of all public works until the 
ensuing year. 


11. These measures were successful in producing the desired 
os baer between revenue and expenditure, but in the course 
of the past year, owing to an abnormal increase in imports, the 
receipts from import duties have risen so largely that a surplus 
of more than £10,000 has been the result. 


12. A reduction in the tariff of import duties has been carried 
out by legislation this year (1899), calculated to provide against 
the repetition of so large a surplus in future. 


15 
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BaHaMAs, 
1898, 


Debt. 


48,126 0 2 


£118,426 0 2 


COLONIAL , BEPORTS—ANNUAL. 


To whom due. | 5 ¢ isk 
Various persons.| £4 10s. 
per cent. 


Various persons. | £4 per cent. 


Various persons. | £4 per cent. 


Various persons. | £5-per cent. 


_ £3 per cent. 


17. The various loans have been at times consolidated, and the follow- 


When incurred 
and for what cause. 


In 1885—The failure of 
the Nassau Public Bank to 


liquidate certain claims against 
the Government. 


In 1888—For the purpose 
of reducing Sutstanding De- 
bentures which had from 
time to time been issued 
within these Islands. 


January 1892— Telegraph 
communication between the 
Bahamas Islands and parts 


beyond the limits of the 
Colony. | 

1894. 

1896. 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 17 


ing statement shows their exact'amount and provision for repayment :— Banamas, 


1898. 
Provisions for payment aqaent | 
ind enaetmenta by which” | °f original | Amount repaid. | Remarks 
it is made. : 


£ 3. 
Principal and interest se- | 35,000 0 y 

cured from General Revenue of Sinking 
and Assets of the Colony. 
The interest on the total 
nominal amount of Deben- 
tures issued under the Act 
and the Sinking Fund (10s. 
per centum on original debt) 
are paid half-yearly to the 
Crown Agents, and by them 
used in payment of the 
interest on outstanding De- 
bentures, expenses of adver- 
tisements, &c., and the re- 
mainder invested by them | 
and applied towards reducing 
the debts either by purchase ' 
in the open market or by 


annual drawings. (48 & 49 | 


re 
5 
a. 


Vict., cap. 24.) | 


Interest payable quarterly 48,126 0 2 
out of the Public Treasury. 
Debentures redeemable 35 


years after their respective 
dates. 


£630 per annum paid out | 30,000 0 0 
of Treasury to Crown Avents | 
towards the Sinking Fund. 
Interest pavahle quarterly. 
(55 Vict., cap. 1.) 
| 


! 
«57 Vict. cap. 13... |10,000 0 0} 


annum paid out of the Public | _ 
Treasury towards the Sinking | 


| 
55 Vict., cap. 1. £872 per | 6,000 0 0 
Fund. | 
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Currency. 


| 
19. The coinage which passes from hand to hand in daily use 


18, All accounts are kept and ales transacted in terms of 


is em silver and copper-coin of Great Britain, with notes of 


the Ban 


20. In the tourist season a great deal of American coin is 


of Nassau for £1 and smaller denominations. 


shilling sterling. 


brought into circulation, the quarter dollar passing current at one 


TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports. 


21. The prosperous condition of Colonial industries and 
agriculture has given an impetus to trade which is most manifest 
in the increased imports of all classes of goods which are in 
demand at Nassau and throughout the Islands. i 


22. Almost all such goods, with the exception of alcoholic 
liquors and tobacco, are articles of prime necessity either as food 
or clothing, and are supplied, as regards flour and other food- 
stuffs, from America; and as regards hardware, clothing, and 
manufactured articles of all kinds, in certain relative proportions 


which do not appear to vary much, from both England and 
America. 


23. A perusal of the following tabular statement will show of 
what the articles forming the imports of the Colony chiefly 
consist, and the increased imports of each kind of article in 1898 
as compared with those of the previous year (1897) :— 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of Imports for the YEARS 
1897 and 1898. 


Value of | Value of. 


Article. Imports, | Imports, | Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
£ £ £ £ 
Malt liquors eee eee eee 1,507 1,649 142 — 
Spirituors liquors ... 3,536 4,625 1,089 — 


Wines... eee ose eve 812 793 — 19 
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Comparative Statement of Imports for the Years 
1897 and 1898—continued. 


Value of | Value of 


Article, Imports, | Imports, | Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 

silk goods. 

ee and glassware, 26,460 33,711 7,251 = 
c. 

Hardware, &c. vee age 3,882 9,192 5,310 
Preserved fruit, fish, meats, 10,483 11,228 745 — 

&c. 


£ £ £ £ 
Cotton, woollen, linen and | 39,436 53,430 13,994 _ 
Flour... ae ies ee | 25,417 28,880 3,463 


Salt provisions J igs 7,392 9,563 2,171 — 
Butter and cheese ... one 5,267 5,757 490 _ 
Corn meal and hominy ... 5,682 6,964 1,282 _— 
Rice ... = ‘es ar 6,338 7,300 962 — 
Lard ... eee aes ss 1,939 2,239 300 — 
¥resh meat and vegetables 1,480 1,023 — 457 
Cigars and tobacco or 4,394 4,385 — 9 
Tea ... rr ig acs 45? 637 185 _ 
Coffee Sis tie ‘os 2,000 1,964 — 36 
Lumber eee cies sas 3,633 5,732 2,119 — 
Shingles oe see se 1,075 1.167 a2 — 
Sugar... iat ews aes 6,577 7,819 1,242 — 
Soap ... es Sa3 dia 1,147 1,325 178 — 


24. It will be observed that nearly every kind of article has 
been imported in larger quantities during the past year, except in 
the instances of fresh meat and vegetables. | 


25. Fresh meat was recently placed upon the list of exemptions 

in the interest of the Florida East Coast Company, who are now 

building a large hotel in Nassau, but duties are still levied upon 
3222*—5 B2 


20 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


( 


BaHAMAS, fresh vegetables, and upon imported cattle and sheep, with 


Pk 1898, , 


-_ 2 


the intention of fostering the. local industries of stock-raising 
and market gardening, but with no -appreciable effect up to 
the present except upon the consumer who pays a ae 
-Iarket.price for an inferior article, an artificial scarcity of whieh 
is also maintained. 


26. A reference to the following tabular return will show the 
kind of articles of English manufacture which are imported to 
some extent by the Nassau dealers, and it will be observed that in 
the case of cotton, woollen, linen, and silk fabrics there is a 
marked preference for English goods, whilst in the other 
classes mentioned in the return the trade is stationary or 
declining, the increased imports of 1898 being all in favour 
of American trade. 


27. Where, however, such small sums are being dealt 
with it is necessary to point out that the mere furnishing 
of a single hotel last year by the Florida East Coast Company 
would naturally swell the amount of American imports for 
that year, and to that extent the returns of 1898 must be 
regarded as exceptional. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT showing the VALUE of IMPORTS 
in CERTAIN Cxasses of Goops from the UNITED 
StaTEs and Unitep Kinepom respectively for the 
YeEarRs 1897 and 1898. | 


Article. 
. United United United United 
Kingdom.| States. | Kingdom.| States. 


£ £ £ £ 
Textile fabrics eee ee | 19,717 19,576 27,676 25,365 


Earthenware... .. «| 6,915 | 19,233 6,137 | 26,512 
Tinware yy) e000 coe 1,308 2,574 1,936 7,199 


Preserved fruits, &c. eve 3,686 6,333 3,541 7,327 
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eas Exports, 

28. The exports of the Bahamas consist chiefly of pine-apples 
and other fruit, sisal hemp, salt, and sponge. 

29. The total exports for 1898 were valued at £1 74, 860, of 
which £159,919 was the produce of the Colony. 

30. Sponge far exceeds in importance all other scaleeatsk of the 
Bahamas, and has in recent years been ees and exported in 
increasing quantities. 

31. The subjoined tabular return shows the value’ of the 
principal exports in 1898 as compared with uHOES of the previous 
year (1897) :— 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of Exports for the YEARS 

1897 and 1898 :— 
Value of | Value of 
Article. Exports, | Exports, | Increase. | Decrease.| Remarks. 
_ 1897. 1898. 

£ £ £ £ 

Pine-apples ... | 24,581 24,360 — 221 | The fruit trade 
is reviving. 
Oranges and 7,072 5,469 — 1,603 
other fruit. 

Sisal hemp __... 4,522 14,710 10,188 — 
Bark and hard- 2,199 2,314 115 Y ies 

woods. 

Salt... .. | 1,501 800 _ 701 | The salt trade 
is dying ont. 
Sponge... ... | 90,111 | 97,512 | 7,401 = 


32. There has been a steady expansion in the volume 
of trade during the quinquennial period 1894 to 1898, 
inclusive, as will be seen from the eotigwins return of total 
imports and exports. 


33. This is particularly noticeable as regards exports; and, 
as regards imports, since 1896, the influx of tourists during the 
winter season, and the operations of the East Coast Florida 
Railway and Hotel Company in running steamers and opening 
hotels, are accountable for the large but not uniform yearly 
increase. 
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5 on Return of Totat Imports and Exports for the Five 
YEARS 1894 to 1898 INCLUSIVE :— 


————————e 


Value of 


Year. of Hebel of Mea a va aang and 
£ £ £ 
i) 174,969 119,378 294,347 
(| 172,581 124,011 296,592 
B96 ieee ~<a 194,774 138,972 333,746 
are 186,010 149,085 335,095 
a 238,336 174,860 413,196 


34. Trade with British Colonies or other countries than America 
and England is quite insignificant, and the extent of the trade 
with these two countries res ectively, and the proportionate 
increase in the trade with each during 1898 will be best illustrated 


by the following statement :— 


RETURN SHOWING VOLUME of TRADE with the UNITED 
Kinepom and UNITED STATES RESPECTIVELY for the 
YEARS 1897 and 1898. 


United Kingdom. United States. 
mM nm A ae 2 -s= 
Bg #2, | 2, 5 Bg E 
Yer. | 22 | fg ei) ae 
A & | os Total. i rs eo . Total. 
23 24 go a4 
ie) | =a os oe 
= | & - - 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 


1897 ... | 46,228 13,609 59,837 130,993 107,630 238,623 


| 
1898 ... | 59,009 | 29,727 ‘aie 170,766 | 104,900 | 275,666 


Digitized by Google 
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AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES, 
Fruit Growing. 


35. The cultivation of pine-apples and oranges for export 
remains to-day, as it always has been in the past, the least pre- 
carious of the Colonial industries. 


_ 86. Quite recently the produce of the sea in sponge, turtle, 
and other shell fish has far outstripped in value the produce of 
the land, but only a very few years ago the value of the fruit 
export was about equal to that of sponge, and that it will become 
so again is highly probable, as the altered conditions of the market 
have nearly doubled the price given for fruit and thus provided 
the incentive for increased activity in planting fresh areas and 
for the increased use of fertilizers and better cultivation 
generally. 


37. When Governor Rawson wrote his comprehensive report 
on the Bahamas in 1864 a large proportion of the pine-apple 
crop was still being shipped annually to England, the le cargo 
having been despatched in 1842, af notwithstanding a transit of 
28 or 29 days the shipments constantly arrived at the London 
market in a saleable condition, and if the loss from decay did not 
exceed 30 per cent. the transaction yielded a profit, but the loss 
sometimes amounted to 75 per cent., and sometimes the whole 
cargo was destroyed. 


38. Since Governor Rawson’s time the trade has been directed 
entirely to the port of New York, and was until last vear carried 
on by sailing vessels, the fruit being shipped in bulk. 


39. The method employed in gathering and in ship-nent of the 
fruit being so dilatory, and prices at the same time talling ver 
low, the cultivators became quite disheartened at tne losses dtieh 
followed, and a period of depression set in from which this 
industry is only just now emerging. 


40. That it has never quite gone back to its primitive state 
may be gathered from the fact that the quantities and value of 
pines exported last year in a period of marked depression still 
much exceeded the average quantity and value of the exports 
during a period of ten years from 1855 to 1864, a period described 
by Governor Rawson as of constantly increasing production, as 
may be seen in the following statement :— 


— | Rati | Yate, Quantity. Value. 
£ 
Average of the ten years 172,827 18,176 


from 1855 tuo 1864. 


Year 1898 ... eve ove 341,468 


Dozens. 
24, 560 
| 
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41. The values in Governor Rawson’s decennial period varied 
to a surprising extent, ranging from 3s. 5d. per dozen in 1855 to 
as low as ls. ld. per dozen in 1859. 


42. At present the prices in the field are from 2s. to 2s. 1d. 
per dozen ; nearly double the prices of last year. 


43. The altered conditions of the market to which I have 
alluded above have been caused by inclement seasons in the 
Florida peninsula, amounting almost to a change of climatic con- 
ditions much more unfavourable to agriculture than any formerly 
known. 

44. The winter frosts which have ruined the Florida fruit 
industry never reach the pine-apple fields or orange groves of 
the Balaiias and the destruction of the Florida crops has, of 
course, given an impetus to the Bahamas fruit trade by increasing 
the demand for Bahaias fruit and so raising prices. 


45. As long as the Florida industry was flourishing the pro- 
tective duty in favour of Florida and California of one cent a 
pound on oranges and 75 cents per 100 pounds on pines was an 
almost impassable barrier to the aie of Bahamas fruit in 
New York at any price affording a fair profit, but with the 
present enhanced prices these duties are easily supported. 


46. That the present prosperous conditions of the fruit trade 
may again be altered for the worse seems almost certain, for the 
competition of Florida must shortly be exchanged for that of 
Cuba and Porto Rico, whose large area and fertile soil could 
furnish the whole supply of sugar and tropical fruits required by 
the American people. 


47. The Island of Eleuthera, always the principal, is now almost 
the only locality where this industry is flourishing, although it is 
still carried on with perseverance at Long Island. 


48. It possesses the kind of soil which experience has proved 
to be best adapted for the growth of the pine-apple, viz., the red 
clay, and there is easy access from the fields to the seashore. 


49. Some pine-apple land at Eleuthera has recently been sold 
for the excessively high price of £60 per acre. 7 


50. The land is generally farmed out to the cultivators on the 
metayer system : the pines being planted irregularly in the fields, 
as many as 12,000 or 14,000 plants to the acre. 


51. After trials of many different varieties the Red Spanish 
has been found to be best suited to the soil and climate. 


52. The fruit was formerly taken to New York in schooners 
and shipped in bulk, but is now being shipped in steam vessels, 
and the superior practice of packing in crates is gaining ground 
with the shippers. 

53. A new feature in the trade is that the S.S. Cocoa of the 
Florida East Coast Company is now taking cargoes at Eleuthera 
for carmage over the Florida East Coast Railway line to 
St. Lous and Chicago. 


- # 
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54. If this venture, which at present is only tentative, should 
result in the opening of new markets for the fruit trade it will be 
productive of marked and permanent benefit to the Colony. 


Oranges and Citrous Fruits. 


55. The crop of oranges and other citrous fruits is gathered 
between October and March; there are no improved varieties 
and no attempt is made to increase the bearing capacity of the 
trees by cultivation. 


56. Nevertheless, the fruit is well flavoured and finds an 
extensive sale in America; large quantities having been shipped 
lately to Canada, and to the Western States over the Florida 
East Coast Railway. 


57. The fruit called pomelo and sometimes grape fruit, from 
its habit of growing in clusters (citrus aurentium pomelanus), 
which formerly had no marketable value, has within three or 
four years been established as a prime favourite in the United 
States, and now fetches a hundred and forty-five dollars the 
thousand. 


58. Ninety per cent. of the trees in the Bahamas are infested 
by the red scale, but, through the carelessness of proprietors of 
orange groves, there is little prospect of its ever being eradicated 
or of the escape of any new plantations by the limitation of its 
sphere of invasion. 


Sisal Hemp. 


59. The sisal hemp industry has had another windfall in the 
shape of high prices, caused most likely by the scarcity of 
Manila hemp owing to the insurrection in the Philippines, but. 
only some estates have advanced so far as to have sufficient 
quantities of leaves fit for cutting to enable them to take full 
advantage of the boom. 


60. The growing of the sisal plant by peasant proprietors with 
a view to selling the leaves to the companies in possession of the 
cleaning plant is still to be found in active operation at Rum Cay 
and Watling’s Island, where some fine plants are to be seen. It 
is cleaned by hand and sold on the spot for three cents a pound. 


61. The industry is now in the hands of a very few companies, 
viz.:—The Bahamas (Inagua) Sisal Fibre Company—Mr. Moore, 
manager—which has absorbed the San Salvador Company and 
the Monroe Fibre Company ; the Sisal Fibre Company, under 
the management of Mr. A. Ne Nield, which leases the Island of 
Little Abaco; and the J. S. Johnson Company (American), 
which is managed by Mr. W. C. B. Johnson, and is the most 
important of all by the extent of its operations, owning land in 
the Islands of Abaco, Andros, and New Providence. 


Bavawas, 


rE 
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62. Besides these three principal companies, there are also the 
Marguerite Company (American), in Andros Island—Mr. Collins, 
eae the firm of Clough & Menendez in New Provi- 

ence. 3 


63. The future prospects of this industry depend upon the 
chances of obtaining steady and remunerative prices for fibre, in 
place of the extreme fluctuations of price which make the industry 


at one time wholly unremunerative and at another time offer a 


golden harvest to all who can get any of their fibre ready for 
market. 


Stoch-raising. 


64.. The traditions of a time when this was a considerable 


‘industry still hold sway in the public mind, and are perceptible 
in the arn with which protective duties are levied on 


foreign live stock. 

65. But as long ago as 1864, Governor Rawson reported the 
industry to be nearly extinct. He wrote: “The breeding and 
feeding of horned cattle, horses, and sheep was formerly carried 
on to a considerable extent in some of the Islands, viz. :—Long 
Island, Exuma, St. Salvador, Rum Cay, Watling’s Island, and 
Crooked Island, and the market of Nassau was well supplied 
with Colonial meat, but this has ceased to be the case. Cattle 
for slaughtering are imported from Cuba and Florida. Mutton 
ig very scarce in the Nassau Market.” 


66. To account in some measure for its decline he states: 
‘The decrease in the rearing of cattle and sheep is attributed in 
a great measure to the want of fences and protection, which led 
to the destruction of the latter by dogs and of the former by 
persons on whose grounds they trespassed, or by their owners to 
avoid the annoyance to which their frequent trespasses gave 
rise. 


67. In connection with the agricultural industry of pine-apple 
growing, it should be mentioned that the business of canning 
pine-apples for export has assumed much larger dimensions. 


68. In addition to the J. S. Johnson Company, which has 
carried on this business for several years, and whose goods have 
obtained quite a reputation in the United States there are now 
two additional facteries established at Governor’s Harbour in 


- Eleuthera. ' 


69. Cases holding about twenty tins each were exported in 
1898 to the number of 35,629, waliied at £5,347, the export of 
the previous year having been only 21,)10 cases, valued at 
£3,979. 
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SALT RAKING. 


70. This industry, which was once flourishing and absorbed a 
large amount of capital for the improvement of the ponds and 
laying down of tramway lines, is now decadent. 


71. The salt ponds at Inagua, Rum Cay, Exuma, Long Island, 
and other places are still as they were in Governor Rawson’s 
time (1864), and with the occasional help of the Government are 
kept in condition to produce salt, but the price is too low to pay 
for working them. 


72. The average annual output for the ten years 1855 to 1864 
was 356,239 bushels, valued at £8,711. Last year the output 
was 48,400 bushels, valued at £800. | 


SPONGE. 


73. The gathering of sponges in the shallow waters surrounding 
these Islands, the preparation of them for the market, aa 
finally their export to foreign countries is by far the greatest 
industry of which the Colony can boast ; and, furthermore, it is 
satisfactory to be able to state that the sponge beds show no signs 
of exhaustion, andthe demand keeps constantly in excess of the 


supply. 


74. By what is evidently a wise enactment dredging has always 
been absolutely prohibited, and the sponges are gathered by 
means of two-pronged forks attached to staves 25 feet to 28 feet 
in length, and, after being cleaned, are brought to the Sponge 
Exchange in Nassau where they are sold by auction, being divided 
into seven classes according to their relative coarseness or other 
peculiarities. 


75. In 1898 the export of sponge to the United Kingdom 
amounted to 292,967 pounds weight, valued at £27,275, and to 
the United States to 691,168 pounds weight, valued at £33,187, 
and the total export was 1,207,683 pounds weight, valued at 
£97,512. 


LAND GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 


76. Governor Rawson, writing in 1864, states that “of the 
total area, amounting to 2,831,680 acres, only 300,691 acres have 
been granted. In the return of surveys from the several Islands 
two-thirds of the extent is estimated as fit for cultivation. Of 
the several Islands, exclusive of Andros, Inagua, and Mayaguana, 
and comprising an area of 1,387,840 acres, 82,893 acres or about 
seven per cent. are estimated to be water.” 


4 
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77. On the same authority it may be stated briefly that pre- 
viously to 1833 the Crown eee were granted on quit rents of 
two shillings per hundred acres, but in 1833 His Majesty’s 
Government directed that Crown lands should only be disposed 


of by ponte sale, and at the same time 95,718 acres, principally 


situated in the Islands of San Salvador, Abaco, Andros, and 
Crooked Island, were escheated to the Crown for non-payment 


- of quit rents. 


78. Since that time the Crown lands have always, with 
the exception of occasional free grants, been either sold at 
ee auction or offered for sale by tender, any offer ‘for 
and being submitted to the Governor and if approved accepted 
by him, the Surveyor General advising as to the value of the 
land and other matters affecting the transfer of the land from 
the Crown to the purchaser. 


79. Prices vary greatly according to the supposed value of 
different lands, ranging last year from 4s. 11d. to 9s. 9d. per acre, 
and many of the portions sold are very small, some of them being 
the fourth or half of an acre only. 


80. In 1898 there were 129 saies of small portions of land in 
various Islands, making up a total average 768} acres, and one 
larger sale of 713 acres for which £130 was tendered and accepted, 
but of the 713 acres only 500 were considered worth anything, 
the rest being swamp. 


81. After the lapse of thirty-five years the number of acres 
granted or sold is not greatly in excess of what it was in 1864, 
being reported as 349,484} acres in 1898 as compared with 
300,691 acres in 1864, and leaving a total number of acres 
remaining ungranted of 1,768,853}. 


82. As to the general value of lands still in possession of the 
Crown the Surveyor-General reports as follows :—“ It is not 
possible to put a value on the ungranted Crown lands of the 
Colony, as the greater part are not saleable unless we can find 
some remunerative product that will grow on pine barren. When 
the sisal industry was first introduced it was erroneously supposed 
that it would succeed on pine barren, and then we calculated the 
assets of the Crown in Bahamas land by the million. 


“ No complete surveys have ever been undertaken by the 
Crown to ascertain where and in what quantity good Crown land 
can be found. 


“Good vacant land exists in small patches in Andros, Abaco, 
Inagua, Mayaguana, and Acklins. 


“Jn the other Islands a few small tracts of 20 acres may be 
found fairly good, but nearly the whole will be found either sold 
or absolutely barren rock and swamp. 


“There are many square miles of vacant land at Andros and 
Abaco consisting of pine barren.” 
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SHIPPING. 


83. The shipping returns for the Bahamas, if accepted without 
explanation as indicating the activity or sluggishness of trade 
between the Colony and other countries, would be misleading, 
because they are affected by certain accidental and temporary 
conditions, as I shall endeavour to make clear. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the NUMBERS and TONNAGE 
of Sartrna Suips ENTERED and CLEARED in 1898 and 


1897. 
1898. 1897. 
Nationality. Entered. | Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 
a 2 , 
Z Tons. 2 Tons. 
() (5) 
a oa 


British ... | 216 | 13,814 | 220 | 14,518 | 191 | 12,653 | 196 | 11,821 
American ...| 73 |10,609| 74 | 9,994 | 123 |17,179 | 121 | 17,645 
Spanish... 5 102 5 102; — — — _— 
Haytien ...| 76 | 1,452] 74 | 1,396] 76 | 1,612] 76 | 1,618 
Dominican... | 4 53 | 4 53 | 2 20| 2 20 


pom 
= 
for) 
= 
iY] 
ise) 
qn 
pm 


Norwegian ... 1 346 


_ 84, In explanation of.the above return it should be stated that 
the British sailing vessels to the number of 191 in 1897 and 216 
in 1898 were principally schooners owned by people in the Colony 
with the exception of an occasional vessel putting in for orders or 
in distress. 


85. On account of the 3 aeaniaipianlea war in 1898 the 


aoa: schooners were more frequently employed in the carrying 
trade. 


86. The American sailing vessels to the number of 123 in 1897 


and 73 in 1898 were poner the schooners of the three-masted 
type engaged in the fruit trade. 


87. The falling off in their numbers in 1898 was due to the 
Spanish-American war, their place in the carrying trade of the 
Colony having been taken by Colonial schooners and steam vessels, 
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88. Besides the inter-insular traffic, sailing vessels are employed 
in the carrying trade between the Colony and the United States, 
a amaica, Turks Island, Cuba, Hayti, and San Domingo and 

anada. 


89. Inagua, the most southern Island of the Bahamas group, is 
@ port of entry, and the Haitien vessels which entered to the 
number of 76 in 1898 and to the same number exactly in the 
previous year were trading with that port. 


90. So many steamers from New York en route to the Gulf 
Ports now call at Inagua for labourers that the inhabitants of that 
place can import their goods direct from New York and also 
make a profitable trade by exporting American goods to Hayti 
out of bond. 


91. The Spanish vessels to the number of five in 1898 were 
employed in carrying refugees from Cuba. 


92. The one Norwegian vessel reported in 1898 was a barque 
loaded with salt and put into Inagua in distress. The vessel of 
that nationality of 235 tons reported in 1897 brought coal from 
aa for the Light House Department under the Board of © 

rade. 


93. The San Domingo sailing vessels are small boats trading 
between Inagua and Hayti. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the NUMBERS and TONNAGE 
of STEAMERS ENTERED and CLEARED DURING 1898 
and PRECEDING YEAR. . 


| 
| 1898. | | 1897. 


aeaadies Entered. Cleared. | Entered. : Cleared. 


4 4 
2 Tons. Q Tons. 
oO a 
> > 


= = 
x Tons. 2 Tons. 
d @ 

> > 


————— 


British  ... | 101 {181.240} 101 181,240; 71 | 90,615] 71 90,613 


American ... | 84 {133,233} 83 [130,810] 73 [120,402] 72 | 116,902 
German ...| 24 | 26,516; 24 | 25,890; 22 | 17,820| 22 | 17,820 
‘Norwegian... | 10 | 4,851] 10 | 4,633| 1 506| 1 506 


Swedish... 1 662 1 662; — -— — — 
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94. The only British steamer regularly engaged in‘ trade 
between the Bahamas and other countries is the S.S. “ Antilia,” 
owned in Nassau, N.P., and trading between that port and the 
port of New York, and this steamer would enter aod. 
or thirteen times annually. 


95. Of American nationality are the steamers of the 
New York and Cuba line which call at Nassau every 
alternate Monday throughout the year, making a_fort- 
nightly service each way between Nassau and New York, 
whose entries at the port of Nassau therefore would number 
fifty-two. | 


96. In 1897 the Florida East Coast Company, under 
contract to run a steamer 45 times during the season of 
January to May between Miami and Nassau, engaged a 
British steamer for this traffic; but in 1898 their own steamer, 
built at Cramp’s yard in Philadelphia, was put on this 
line, causing a transfer of 45 entries in the above return from 


British to American nationality in the years 1897 and 1898 


respectively. 


97. In 1898 more British steamers were employed on account 
of the war, some of which were chartered by the Ward Line in an 
endeavour to keep up to some extent their business connections 
with the port of Nassau, and British steamers more frequently 
stopped and came to an entry at Inagua or Long Cay to take in 


labourers, the demand for unskilled labour having been much 


increased by the war. 


98. German steamers entered to the number of 22 in 1897, and 


24 in 1898 at the ports of Inagua or Long Cay, Fortune Island, 
stopping for the purpose of engaging labourers, a practice which 
is of recent growth, to which further allusion will be made in this 
report. 


99. The increase of nine in the number of Norwegian steamers 
entered is due to the employment of tramp steamers in 1898, fruit 
carrying, or in place of American steamers. 


. 100. The subjoined return in tabular form shows the total 
number of ships and total tonnage, which is steadily progressive, 
during the past five years 1894 to 1898, but it does not neces- 
sarily ensue, as I have already pointed out, that the Bahamas 
Islands have greatly Feet | their commercial relations with 
the outside world; the increase being caused mostly by the 
steamers which come to an entry on their way to and from the 
Gulf Ports to engage and land labourers, and which by their 
numbers and especially by their comparatively large tonnage 
swell the returns, 


clear twelve — 
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ar CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of ToTaL SHIPPING INWARDS 


SO and Outwarps for the Last FIVE YEARS. 
Total Number of ‘ Total Vessels and 
Vessels. Total Tonnage. Tonnage. 
Year. 
Inwards. | Outwards.| Inwards. | Outwards. | Vessels. | Tonnage. 
1894 4 8. 431 173,248 168,635 869 341,883 
1895 438 430 202,751 193,869 868 396,620 
1896 490 494 217,719 218, 859 984 436,578 
1897 560 562 261,042 257,175 1,122 518,217 
1898 595 597 371,878 ee eee ee ee 369,644 1,192 741,522 
LEGISLATION. 


101. There were three sessions of the Legislature during the 
year, and forty-four Acts received the Governor’s assent, of 
which the principal are those which give legislative authority for 
all the agreements made with the Florida East Coast Company 
for building hotels and providing steam communication between 
Nassau and Florida, viz., 61 Vict., caps. 1 and 2, and 61 & 
62 Vict., cap. 24. 


102. In addition to the above, special mention may be made 
of the following Act, viz. 61 & 62 Vict., cap. 28, * An Act 
to prohibit the purchase of fruit except under certain restrictions,” 
which is an extension of the law against predial larceny; it 
imposes certain restrictions upon the indiscriminate sale and 
purchase of fruit, thus protecting the grower against thefts from 
fields and orchards, which have become very common simultane- 
ously with the rise in value of that kind of produce. Similar 
legislation was found to be necessary in most of the West Indian 
Islands, where baskets of stolen cocoa, limes, or oranges could be 


brought into the towns and sold to dealers without any questions 
being asked. | 


103. Other Acts are concerned with the medical service, viz., 
61 & 62 Vict., cap. 31, and.62 Vict., cap. 2, and by their enact- 
ments provision is made for the permanent establishment of a 
trained nursing staff at the asylum, and for the despatch of a 
medical officer to the out-islands whenever reports are received 
of the outbreak of disease. The officer fe for this specially 
instituted service is the assistant medical officer of the asylum, 
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and the value of his services in this direction as well as in those 
of assistant surgeon at the hospital and visiting doctor amongst 
the pauper patients outside has been thoroughly demonstrated. 


EDUCATION. 


104. The difficulties inherent in the task of educating the 
children amongst a population divided into so many small, poor, 
and isolated communities—not the least of which ‘difficulties 1S 
the indifference generally shown by the parents—are so apparent 
at first sight, and become so much more real and actual the 
closer they are looked at, that it is really gratifying to observe 
the enerev and race lution with which they are confronted by the 
Board of Education and their secretary, who is also Inspector of 


Schools. 

105. That the results obtained are better than might have been 
expected, and that they show a gradual improvement in this 
department, will, I think, be clearly shown by the following 
synopsis of the statistical portion of the Education Report laid 
before the Governor and Assembly, for 1898 :— 

There are 44 schools wholly maintained out of the annual grant. 

The number of pupils who attended at the above schools during 
some part of the year was 7,028. 

The nuwaber of names on the registers at the end of the year 
was 9,998. 

The average attendance was 4,050. 

In addition to the 44 schools wholly supported by the Govern- 
ment there were 11 schools which received grants-in-aid. 

The number of pupils who attended the above schools during 
some part of the year was 1,044. 

The number of names on the registers at the end of the year 
was 981. 

The average attendance was 632°3. 

Combining both these classes of schools the numbers in 1898 
show a marked increase over those of 1897, and as the numbers 
in 1897 were considerably above any previously reported the 
Inspector considers that education is making continuous progress. 


Increase in 1898. 


Number of schools, 55... nae a | 
Pupils present at all during the year, 8,072 ... 238 
Names on revisters, 6,979... kei 1S oo. 244 


Average attendance, 4 ,682°4 oe ee oes 141°9 


The teaching staff last year consisted of 44 principal teachers, 
three assistant teachers, 13 pupil teachers, and 10 sewing 
mistresses, 


There were also 12 teachers for the school receiving grants- 
in-aid. 
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Expenditure on Buildings. 


At Long Bay Cay, Eight Mile Rock, Grand Bahama, and 
Rock Sound, Eleuthera, work was continued and buildings com- 
pleted. 

At Marsh Harbour, Abaco, a new school-house was built, and 
also a residence for the schoolmaster. 


At Mastic Point and at Stanyard Creek, Andros Island, out- 
buildings were erected. 


Houses for the residence of schoolmasters were acquired by 
purchase at Bogue, Free Town, and Long Bay Cays, and one is 
in course of erection at Spring Point. 


£s d. 
Average cost, inclusive of salaries, buildings, 
materials, &c., for each school... .. 87 5 5 
Average cost for each child... soa .. O11 103 


Average cost for each child on register ... 013 9 


Average cost for each child in average 
attendance ... ais sie use .. 1 O 6 


The average number of days’ work for all the schools during 
the year was 210. 


There were 79 per cent. of passes in four test subjects. 


106. The above represents all that comes within the purview 
of the Board of Education and the Inspector of Schools, but there 
are many schools quite independent of Government assistance or 
control respecting which it is extremely difficult to obtain any 
useful information, but which may be noted briefly as follows :— 


i 


Place Name Denomination aaa Average 
° | ° ; ° Register. Attendance. 

Nassan ... | St. Hilda’s ... | Churchof England | 24 93 

» ~—soewe_ | « St. Matthew's ra 76 38 

» «o | St. Mary’s... és 85 68 

» eo | St. Agnes... 132 60 

1» eee | Woodcock... 5 301 160 

» ~—s ewe | Victoria ... | Wesleyan... re No information. 

» ese | St. Benedict’s | Roman Catholic ... 343 272 


» ee | Bain’s... ..- | Undenominational 127 78 
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107. The Lord Bishop of the Diocese has been good enough 
to supply some information respecting Church primary schools 
throughout the Islands, to this effect: that there are 30 such 
schools with a total number of scholars of about 1,766. The 
Bishop writes: “I thought I had better mention this in case 
you should have overlooked our little schools which are to be 
found in nearly all the Islands, filling for the present gaps which 
the Board of Education has not filled, and ready to retire and 
give place to the Board whenever they are prepared to occupy 
the ground. 

* * * * * * ® 


“ Of course the teaching at these little bush schools is wretchedly 
inferior, but in truth some of the Government schools are not 
much better, and education generally is at a miserably low ebb in 
this Colony, chiefly owing to the indifference of the parents and 
the inert ill-nourished bodies of the poor little scholars.” 


108. The Bishop at the same time pays a high tribute of 
praise to the work done by the Inspector of Schools, and there is 
no doubt that the funds annually voted are put to the best 
possible use by the Board of Education. 


109. There is scarcely any provision for secondary education in 
the proper sense of the term. The Nassau Diocesan Grammar 
School has 29 scholars, and the St. Andrew’s School has 25 
scholars; the latter has some connection with the College of 
Preceptors in England. 


110. There are no industrial, technical, or agricultural schools 
in the Bahamas. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


111. The hospital, poor-house, lunatic asylum, and the asylum for 
lepers are all contained within a park of about twenty acres, and 
occupy the most healthy and agreeable site in the town of 
Nassau. A new building, of which the first stone was laid on 
the occasion of Her Majesty’s Jubilee, is now completed and 
opened as an asylum for male lunatics, The building, which is 
of stone with two stories, is placed on the summit of a rising 
ground at the back of the hospital and has a large enclosure 
containing all the accessories necessary for the convenience and 
health of the patients, and has a wide view of sca and land on all 
sides. 


112. The hospital returns for 1898 show that 140 persons were 
inmates at the close of 1897, of whom 74 were males and 66 
females; during the year 1898, 400 persons were admitted, of 
whom 253 were males and 147 females; 298 patients were 
discharged during the year, of whom 197 were completely cured 
and 79 were relieved. The deaths numbered 100. 

3222*—5 C2 
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113. The following table shows the number of cases of each 
kind of disease treated in the hospital in the year, with the 
number of deaths from each such disease :— 


— 


Diseases Treated. ae oe = | Ramer ot 
Enteric fever ix rr sie sa sae : 1 | — 
Malarial fever... ve sie rr see 16 _— 
Syphilis... aus eee sve nee ee 41 3 
Phthisjs 0.00 seen al 22 
Leprosy 15 3 
Rheumatism see eal Ses ves me 40 — 
Stomach and intestines ... ‘is bce 36 8 
Of liver 2 1 
Pleurisy and bronchitis ... 7 _ 
Of heart 17 11 
Of kidneys... gat ate wes seis 21 8 
Of lymphatic system... uae 9 = 
Of nervous system “ae or ove ! 16 6 
Of uterus ... siie see | 6 i 
Of urethra and bladder ... jue “ies a | 14 3 
Of bones and joints eee oe ove 7 — 
Hernia ae a8 bes see nee 5 | _ 
New growths ee oc see aie 19 | 4 
Eye, ear, and throat as oe eu : 19 | — 
Ulcers and abscesses se wee 18 _ 
Insanity 0. enue nesta | 51 | 9 
Old age and poverty ast Sas es | 69 14 
Accidents and injuries... eae ‘vs 31 3 
No disease ... pa is sae ses ee 7 _ 
General diseases... a ue aus ane 13 3 ! 
Other diseases og, aun nee tee te 19 1 


¢ 
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114. There were 17 admissions to the lunatic asylum during Bawamas, 
1898 (13 male and 4 female), and 10 persons were discharged on _—‘1898. 
recovery; there were 8 deaths during the year, and a coroner's ~_ 
inquest was held and a verdict returned in each case of death 
from natural causes. The daily average number in the asylum 
during 1898 was 31, of whom 15 were males and 16 females, 
classified as follows :— 


wee eee eee 


4. Idiotic, paralytic, epileptic... 


——— Males. Females 
1. Maniacal and dangerous ies dvs Sue 6 7 
2. Quiet, chronic oa des see ue 8 4 
3. Melancholy and suici‘al ses oss re 1 2 
] 
| 


115. Four persons were admitted as lepers, and there were 
three deaths of lepers during the year. 


116. At the close of the year the patients were distributed as 
follows :— 


Lunatic Asylum sei ane - .. 30 
Leper Asyluin ... cas oT es ae 10 
Infirmary nt ane ae ces age: 44 
Victoria Hospital we ee sue .. 3 


117. Besides the admission to the infirmary of many poor 
people who are destitute and infirm, but not properly to be 
designated as hospital patients, there is a system of out-door 
relief conducted by the Commissioners of the Asylum, by which 
85 paupers receive their subsistence in the Island of New 
Providence and 107 in the out-islands. 


e 


118. A very great improvement has been effected in the 
asylum by appointing an assistant surgeon and a trained nurse. 


119. The subjoined tables show the number of admissions, 
discharges, and deaths for the six years from 1893 to 1898 
inclusive, and also the numbers of new patients attended to in 
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the out-patients’ department, and the number of prescriptions 
dispensed for the four years from 1895 to 1898 inclusive :— 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the ADMISSIONS, DISCHARGES, 
and DraTus, for the Srx YEARS ENDING 3lst DECEMBER 


1898. 

Year Admitted. | Discharged. Died. Remaining. 
1893 254 142 75 139 
1894 289 206 103 128 
1895 ... 331 233 93 133 
1896 ... 404 292 108 137 
1897 ... 427 341 83 140 
1898 ... 400 298 100 142 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the NuMBER of NEw 
PATIENTS and the NuMBER of PRESCRIPTIONS DIs- 
PENSED in the OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENT for the LAST 
Four YEARS. 


New Patients. Prescriptions. 
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SavInGs BANKS. 


120. The Post Office Savings Bank is kept by the Postmaster 
and the Chicf Clerk at the Post Office in Nassau, and the accounts 
and pass-books are regularly audited by the Auditor-General ; 
deposits are limited to £200 for any one person and £40 in any 
single year. The following tabular statement will show the 
business transacted during the last two years :— 


| Total Amount 


Amount of | “1+ Credit of 


| | 
7 | iy 
Deposits | Withdrawals Depositors on 


| Number of , Amount of 
Year. | Depositors on 


during Year. 
Borers 31st December. 


31st December.’ during Year. — 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


121. 425 persons were arrested by the police during the year 
in the act of committing offences of different classes of which the 
following may be specified :—“ Cutting and wounding,” 9 ; 
“ assaults,” 48 ; “ assaults onthe police,” 37 ; “ house-breaking,” 
4; “larceny,” 71; “drunkenness,” 78; “ disorderly conduct and 
indecent language in the streets,” 96. Of 55 warrants received 
by the police 48 were executed. 


122, 495 persons were reported by the police for the commis- 
sion of offences of the same class as those above-mentioned with 
the addition of breaches of police regulations for the conduct of 
street traffic, and 113 cases of turning out cattle and pigs to roam 
at large in the streets. 


123. The number of offences reported to the police as distinct 
from the number of persons “apprehended by the police or 
summoned before the magistrate” is not recorded in the Blue 
Book returns, for either the public never contemplates the idea 
of reporting any criminal offences to the police unless 1t can at 
the same time name the offenders, or else the police note the 
reports but, failing to discover the perpetrators of the crimes 
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reported, keep no record ; it is also very characteristic of the 
coloured people, who form almost the entire population throughout 
the West Indian Colonies, that, owing to their fear of each other 
and the innate distrust and dislike with which they regard all 
official authority, they seldom have recourse to the police unless 
actuated by revenge or in the heat of passion after some violent 
quarrel. 


Prisons. 


124, The prison at Nassau is one of the finest in the West 
Indies ; built entirely of stone, with a height of two stories, it 
consists of a large central hall of oblong shape on each side of 
which are the prison rooms, 101 in number, access to which is 
obtained by iron galleries and spiral iron stairs, and the excep- 
tionally cool condition produced by this style of building in a 
tropical climate is of great sanitary advantage, keeping the 
prisoners in good health and saving much suffering. 


125. The total number of persons committed in 1898 was 209— 
men 140, women 66, and juveniles 3 ; 99 of these prisoners had 
been previously convicted, and 69 were habitual offenders, having 
been convicted thrice or more; the daily average number in 

rison was 52°71, and the daily average on the sick list 2°08. 
here were no deaths. 


126. Except when meeting for work, exercise, education, or 
religious fenching: the prisoners are kept on the separate system, 
and the evils arising from the constant association which is and 
must perforce be allowed in prisons which are less architecturally 
commodious are avoided; but, notwithstanding this advantage, 
and the inducements to good behaviour offered by the system of 
reducing the prisoner’s term of imprisonment in proportion to the 
number of good conduct marks which he is able to gain, the 
prison discipline is maintained only with difficulty and by having 
frequent recourse to punishments, as appears by the following 
extract from a report by the Inspector of Prisons :— 


“ The following punishments have been inflicted on persons 
undergoing imprisonment :— 


Reprimands —_ ae ee we 4 
Solitary confinement... sie we 50 
Reversion of diet ... oa Ses ae | 
Crank punishment i bss - 16 
Forfeiture of industrial marks ... a 2 
Hair cropping... ove as sae. 3S 
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“The number of minor punishments is in excess of the previous 
year, and is due to the conduct of some of the female prisoners 
who, knowing, as they themselves state, that they cannot be 
whipped, defy all authority. The difference in sonduet between 
the male and female sides of the prison is remarkable; though on 
the male side no one has been whipped for over two years, yet 
the knowledge that the punishment is permissible has a most 
salutary effect.” 


Criminal Statistics. 


127. The number of persons brought before the Magistrates’ 
Courts in 1898 was 2,468, of whom 216 were discharged for want 
of prosecution, 392 acquitted, 43 committed for trial in the 
Superior Courts, and 1,817 were summarily convicted; the 
convictions included 365 cases of offences against person or 
property, the remaining 1,451 being breaches of the civil law, 
such as the compulsory clauses of the Education Act and 
Municipal or Police Regulations. 


128. The nature of the punishments inflicted by the Magistrates 
and the numbers in each category for 1898 and the previous year 
may be gathered from the following comparative table :— 


e = = 
| EE: Bg bo | BS 
8g g | $38 
Year. Fine. | S S| ey 5 a =) é - | Total 
> 5 © a a 59 5 
| a, | &#e | = | as 
| Ae a | oF 
| | | , 
1897...) 1,186 118 57 | 236 = 1,771 
1898 127 76 206, 1,817 


129. With regard to trials in the Superior Courts the 
Attorney-General states the “calendar shows the cases to 
have been of the usual character and to call for no special mention 
in the January Sessions. In the April Sessions two informa- 
tions for arson were preférred but verdicts of not guilty were 
returned. 


“The information against Juan J. Jimenez in the July 
Sessions for an offence against Section 2 of the Foreign Enlist- 
ment Act was a case of exceptional interest and occupied the 
Court for several days, the jury upon. the first trial failing to 
nciake pd being shut up for several hours. The second trial 
resulted in an acquittal. A ite fa iit see. 
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“The defendant was charged with preparing or fitting out a 
Naval Expedition against the Repubhc of San Domingo, which 
the prosecution alleged was in part prepared or fitted out within 
Her Majesty’s Dominions, i.¢., within this Colony.” 


In the October Sessions the cases were of the ordinary 
character. 


130. The following comparative table, comprising the period of 
four years from 1895 to 1898, shows the number of persons brought 
before the Magistrates by arrest or summons, also of persons 
committed for trial in the Superior Courts, the numbers convicted 
of criminal offences, distinguishing offences against the person 
from those against property, and the number of convictions and 
acquittals in the Inferior and the Superior Courts :— 


1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 


Apprehended by the police or sum- [ 2,429 [ 2,820 
moned before the magistrates. 
Number of summary convictions :— | 
For offences against the person... 264 251 270 238 
For predial larceny aes ie 42 46 33 48 
For offences against property, 90 78 69 78 


other than predial larceny. 


For other cffences de wee | 1,243 1,584 1,399 1,451 


The number of convictions in the 
Superior Courts :— 


For offences against the person... 10 11 5 13 
For predial larceny sd ae 1 1 —_ — 
For offences against property, 7 20 7 20 


other than predial larceny. 


For other offences 254 oe 6 6 — —_ 


The number of persons acquitted :— 


In the Inferior Courts ,.. a 492 576 509 392 


In the Superior Courts ... S36 17 14 17 16 
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VITAL STATISTICS. 


Population. 


131, The total population at the last census (1891) was 47,565, 
and in the past year reached a total of 53,787, showing an increase 
of 6,222 in the seven years 1892-1898, and an increase of 18,500 
as compared with the figures of the census of 1861, which gave a 
total population of 35,287. 


132. When Governor Rawson wrote his report in 1864 one- 
third of the whole population inhabited the Island of New Provi- 
dence, viz., 11,503 out of 35,287, but at present the proportion is 
more favourable for the development of the resources of the 
Colony, being about one-fifth, or 10,914 inhabitants of New 
Providence, out of a population of 53,787, 


133. The following comparative table shows the statistics of 
population for the years 1897 and 1898 respectively :— 


Number Births Deaths 
Year. of Births. | Deaths.| Average | Average 
Inhabitants. per 1,000. | per 1,000. 
1897 ave sive 52,847 2,141 1,178 40°5 22:2 
1398 aks | 53,787 2,164 | 1,224 40°2 22-7 
| 


re rc 


Public Health. 


134. The Medical Inspector reports that the state of the public 
health was exceptionally good throughout the entire year, that 
there was only a very slight difference in the relative mortality in 
the different seasons, the highest occurring in the June quarter ; 
and that notwithstanding the fact that vaccination 1s made 
compulsory by law it is disregarded to a very large extent and 
the condition of the population in respect of protection from small- 
pox is by no means satisfactory. 


Sanitation. 


135. For the enforcement of sanitary laws and regulations the 
Medical Inspector, who is also Chairman of the Board of Health, 
ig assisted by a salaried official whose business is to carry out a 
esa a inspection of premises, and respecting the Island of 

ew Providence, the Medical Inspector reports that “the general 
sanitary condition of the Island was very satisfactory, drainage 
good, and water supply from springs and cisterns abundant ; the 
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faulty construction and ventilation of houses and overcrowding 
are undoubtedly the cause of much preventable disease, but great 
improvement has taken place in these respects in recent years.” 


CLIMATE. 


136. As the Islands forming the Bahamas group extend from 
north to south over seven degrees of latitude, the variations of 
climate are necessarily considerable. Inagua, the most southerly 
Island of the group, lies well within the tropics and is subject to 
the influence of the regular trade winds, whilst the Island of New 
Providence, where alone meteorological records are kept, les 
outside and on the verge of the Tropic of Cancer, and is therefore 
deprived of the moderating influence of the trades and is subject 
in the summer to greater heat, and in the winter to a lower degree 
of cold, than is ever reached in the southern Islands. 


137. It is to be understood, therefore, that the following 
observations apply only to the climate of Nassau, New Providence, 
and commencing with— 


(1.) Ratnfall—It may be stated that the average for the past 


17 years has been 50°82 inches, ranging from 79°41 in 1887 to 


25°54 in 1882. Nearly the whole of tlis amount falls between the 
15th May and 15th November, the other six months of the year 
having only a few light showers, eight to ten weeks often elapsing 
without rain. 


(2.) Lemperature——The temperature throughout the Colony is 
very equable and sudden changes seldom occur, save during the 
winter months when the wind hauls from south to north-west, 
but at such times the change is very welcome, the south wind being 
very oppressive and damp. The winter shade temperature 
averages about 70° Fah., the lowest recorded reading having been 
observed on 13th February 1899 when 52°7° was registered, being 
the date of a very severe cold wave which visited the neighbouring 
mainland. The summer temperature ranges fron 80° to 90°, 
seldom varying more than five degrees from midday to midnight, 
and the nights are very oppressive owing to the calm which falls 
at sunset and lasts till9 am. The sun temperature reaches as 
high as 160° Fah. 


(3.) Direction and force of wind.—At Nassau easterly winds 
prevail for about three-sevenths of the year. Northerly winds 
occur between September and March, but do not often last for 
more than 3 days consecutively, when they haul round to east and 
south. 


The west wind is seldom noted, but occasionally in February 
and March blows with great violence, generally corresponding 
with “cold wave” in the adjoining mainland. 


Serious gales seldom occur, but in the months of August, 


_ September, and October one or more may strike some portion of 
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the Islands, but appear to be of small area, and no such visitation 
as the hurricane of Ist Qctober 1866 has occurred since that 


date. 


The subjoined Meteorological Return for 1898 shows the 
prevailing temperature for each month of the year, the rainfall, 


and general direction of wind :— 


Month. 


Shade maximum. 


Temperature. 
g 
=| 
g 
z 
: & 

@ 

z | 3 
77) 

° ° 
55°7 | 29:3 
59-7 | 21:3 
61°5 | 23:2 
64:1 | 24:2 
68 | 22-7 
73 25 
72 24°5 
72 22°5 
74:1 | 18°9 
72 16°1 
69 | 187 
68 23°9 


78°3 


74:5 


Rainfall. Direction of 


wind. 
ne ! 
gi 242 | #3 
a | % |8e | gs 
A 8B |S3Q .|aAyg 
+ re 
A=] 4 Sud =a} 
A EE. 
4, A {aPe) gre 
15 | 7331 23 6 
1:19 | 682| 21 7 
49 | 678] 31; 1} 


1:81 | 66-7 | 233 ti 
3-28 | 67:6 | 28 l 
4-23 | 723 | 98 ” 
9:17 | 72:8 | 264 3} 
8-07 | 740| 20 10 
8:49 | 746 | 23 8 
1:75 | 710] 26 3 


1:89 | 74:2 223 6 


Bi ian s 
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PosTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 
138. Post Office. 
—_— | 1897. | 1898. 
£ £ 
Total Postal Revenue ... ee ‘ive iss 2,452 2,201 
Total cost of Postal Service ... a et 5,445 5,319 


The decreased revenue of 1898 was caused by a reduction in 
sales of stamps to dealers, these sales having produced only £91 
last year whereas in the previous year £384 was realized by 
these sales. The decreased expenditure was caused by stoppages 
of subsidy to the New York and Cuba Steamship Company on 
account of occasional failures, caused by the war, to run 
fortnightly steamers. 


139. During the last two years the subsidies for conveyance 
of mails beyond the Colony have not been permanently fixed. 
In 1897 the subsidy of £2,500 continued to be paid to the New 
York and Cuba Steamship Company, and £1,200 was paid to 
the Florida East Coast Company for a service between Nassau 
and Florida of twelve weeks, commencing with the 15th January ; 
but in 1898 a new contract was entered into with the New York 
and Cuba Company, to continue in force for five years from the 
Ist June 1898, reducing the annual subsidy from £2,500 to 
£1,500, and the contract with the Florida East Coast Company 
was put into its final form, which involves the payment of a 
subsidy of £3,500 per annum by the Colonial Government for. 
ten years, renewable at the option of the Company for a further 
period of ten years. 


140. Although shown in the Blue Book returns as for the 
“ conveyance of mails beyond the Colony,” the contract, including 
the payment of the subsidy, is more nearly concerned with the 
erection and maintenance of first-class hoe and the conveyance 
of tourists between Nassau and Florida during the four months 
ending 30th April, after which the conveyance of mails ceases. 


141. The subsidies payable to sailing vessels under contract to 
carry the fortnightly or monthly mails between Nassau and the 
out-islands amount in the aggregate to £1,032, and the expen- 
diture on salaries and all other expenses of the Postal Service 
to £1,150. 

142. The business of the Post Office tends to increase slightly, 
probably owing to the increased number of winter visitors. In 
1898 there passed through the Post Office 2,496 more letters 
than in 1897, 317 more post-cards, and 1,572 more newspapers ; 
but there was a decrease of 3,537 in the number of books and 
trade circulars, and of 253 in parcels. 
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143. On reference to the following statement of the estimated 
total number of letters, &c., dealt with in 1898, it will be 
observed that correspondence with the United Kingdom is rather 
more than one-third of the whole, the remaining two-thirds being 
with the United States and other places :— 


External. | 
Pe ae ee 
— Internal.| United Kingdom.! Other places. | Total. 


Prom | To | From | To |; 
| 


Letters ... ... | 35,767 | 17,908 | 18,252 | 52,509 


51,068 | 175,564 
1,420 | 3,800 
Newspapers ...| 8,589 | 18476 | 4,734 | 22,737 | 6,878 | 61,414 


| 
Post-cards i 382 592 434 972 


Book packets, sam- | 7,433 | 19,928 1,134 | 18,987 2,595 | 50,077 
ples, andcirculars. 


Parcels... see — 1,012 178 1,081 115 2.386 


144, The Post Office money order business was rather less in 
1898 than in the previous year, the total amount passing through 
the Post Office in 1898 having been £2,373 whereas in 1897 it 
amounted to £2,984. 


145. The following is a comparative statement (omitting frac- 
tions) of the amount of money order transactions in 1898 and 
the previous year, distinguishing the transactions with the 
United Kingdom from those with the United States and other 
countries :— 


: Issued in Colony. Paid in Colony. 
1897 | 1898. 1897. 1898. 
Countries. 
a ae : : 
baa - fea 3 fey ~~ bea + 
re 5 | 2 5 | 2 s | £8 | 8 
E = =| o | g 
5 E 5 8 a S| 5 S| 
Zz < Z <q Zz <q az | 4 
| 


United Kingdom... | 603 | 1,012 : 529 | 768 99 | 289 | 120 | 333 


Tnited States .. | 743 11,013 | 739 | 781 161 445 | 136 | 318 
Other Countries ... 42 119 35 47 36 106 38 126 


1898. 


AS, 
1898. 
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Lelegraph Service, 


146. The total number of messages sent over the Bahamas 
cable was 1,759, and 1,725 messages were received, of which the 
following are the details :— 


; Received 
Countries. | Sent to. fone 
United Kingdom oes 300 281 
Other Countries ee 1,459 1,444 


147. The receipts amounted to £1,548 15s. 5d., and the 
expenditure on salaries and working expenses to £485 15s. 9d. 


148. To obtain the actual cost of the cable for 1898, or any 
year, there must be added to the working expenses the annual 
contribution to the repair fund, which is £700, the interest on 
the cable loan, £1,200, and the sinking fund, £630; making a 
total of £3,015 15s. 9d., and after deducting from this total the 
amount of the revenue as given above, it will be seen that the 
general revenue contributed in 1898 £1,467 Os. 4d. to the 
maintenance of this service. 


Mivuirary Forces anp EXPENDITURE. 
Constabulary. 


149. There are no regular forces, militia, or volunteers. The 
constabulary is a semi-military force, trained to the use of arms 
but doing the duties as well of police constables. They were 
originally enlisted in Barbados, but are recruited wherever good 
recruits are to be got; some have claimed their return passage 
to Barbados on the expiration of their first period of service, but 
a satisfactory number have decided to re-engage. Besides a 
commandant and sergeant-major, the force consists of eight non- 
commissioned officers and 57 privates, of whom 47 are stationed 
in New Providence and 10 in the various out-islands. 


150. The commandant reports that the conduct of the force 
has been good during the past year, that the arms, clothing, and 
equipment are in good order, and the accoutrements are still 
serviceable, though they have been in use for a very long period, 
which speaks well for the care which has been taken of them, 
and that the health of the men has benefitted for the issue of 
waterproof capes to those on duty in wet weather. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


151. During the whole course of the Cuban insurrection from 
1895 to April 1898 it was necessary for the Government of this 
Colony, with the aid of one of Her Majesty’s ships stationed here 
for the purpose, to be constantly on the alert to prevent the 
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numerous Cays and Islets being made use of as depots for arms 
and ammunition destined to the use of the insureents ; but with 
the outbreak of the Spanish-\merican war that condition of 
affairs came to anend. The Spanish Consul was removed, and 
the Colony was not affected by the war otherwise than by the 
rise of prices of American eoods and by the interruption of the 
resular mail service between Nassau and New York by the 
steamers of the New York and Cuba Mail Steamship Company. 
Communication, however, was kept up with more or less regu- 
larity as occasion served by the S.S. “Antilia,” a vessel owned by 
a Nassau Company, and by tramp steamers under neutral flags, 
until the close of the war in October, when the American Com- 
pany at once resumed their mail service with their own vessels, 
which had in the meantime been employed by the United States 
Government as transports. 


152. \ severe gale struck the coast of Abaco on the 27th 
September and destroyed the lighthouse and keepers’ dwellings at 
Little Harbour, besides destroying or damaging many tencments 
of the poorer class, and occasioning a temporary scarcity of food. 
The same gale visited the district of Harbour Island with similar 
results, Immediate relief was afforded by the Government by 
sending down flour and other food-stuffs, and, later in the year, 
when the Resident Justices had furmshed particulars of the losses, 
money was granted to assist the people in the purchase of lumber 
to rebuild their houses, £421 being the total amount thus spent 
in relieving the necessities of these poor people. 


153. .\ new feature has appeared in the ordinary life routine 
of these little Island communities, which has affected the lives of 
hundreds of the labouring classes and bids fair to become for 
them a most important source of prosperity by affording excellent 
remuneration for the unskilled labour which abounds in these 
Islands, but has hitherto sought in vain for an outlet. 


154. Some years ago a few ships of the Atlas Line and others 
touching at Long Cay , on their way through the Crooked Island 
Passage, southwards, into the Windward Pa assace, commenced 
the practice of engaging labourers for their voyages to work 
simply as stevedores, and landing them again at Long Cay on 
their homeward voyage. 


155. This practice gave so much satisfaction to all the parties 
concerned that it has” now expanded to very large dimensions, 
and labourers are now engaged not only for ‘work on board the 
ships, but on radway works and dock works on the mainland ; 
the Island of Inagua also, which lies close to the direct route 

taken by ships making for the Windward Passage, and which is 

easy of approach by day or night, being one of the Imperial light- 
house stations, has also now hecome a port of call for several lines 
of steamships with the same object of engaging labourers. 

156. There has been no hitch or interruption of any kind in 
the smooth working of these mutually advantageous arrangements, 
except once:when the British Consul reported by telegram & 
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. strike of native labourers at Colon, and advised that the Bahamas 


contingent should be temporarily kept at home, but, almost 
immediately after this report and advice were received, the strike 
was composed by agreement between the Company and the 
labourers in its employ. 


157. Exact returns of the numbers of labourers shipped away 
and brought back cannot be furnished for 1898, but it may be 
stated approximately from the reports of the Resident Justice 
that 1,691 labourers were engaged at Long Cay, of whom 300 
were engaged for railway work at Greytown, and the remainder 
for work on board ship. Labourers to the number of 160 were 
returned from the railway works. 


158. There are no numerical returns from the Island of Inagua, 
but the Resident Justice reported at the end of May 1898 that 
“gangs of 100 labourers per month leave Inagua for Bluefields, 
Central America, per S.S. ‘Lincluden,’ for terms of from six 
to nine months. An average of 160 men per month also obtain 
employment as deck hands on several steamship lines for short 
terms, ranging from ten days to four weeks.” 


159. The same official reported for the month of February in 
this present year “ The Bahama labourer is in great demand, 
Two new companies, viz., the Mexican Central Railway Com- 
pany and the Pacific Railroad Company, have decided to send 
their ships regularly to this port for men. Wages $16 a month 
(gold) and board and lodging. Foremen $1 a day. The men 
are required as stevedores and dock labourers at Tampico and 
Colon. The agent of the former Company informs me that he 
would like to get 800 if possible. 

“In case of illness the men will be provided with free hospital 
accommodation and medical attendance. The latter Compan 
will probably run three steamers a month, taking 50 men each trip.” 


160. Governor Sir W. H. Smith left the Colony on the 
27th January, having been appointed High Commissioner at 
Cyprus, and Governor Sir Gilbert T. Carter arrived and assumed 
the government of the Colony on the 6th March. Mr. William 
Rees Davies was appointed Attorney-General (in the place of 
Sir Ormonde Malcolm, promoted to the Chief Justiceship), and 
arrived at Nassau on the 23rd February. 


161. The immediate prospects of trade are good, but it is 
difficult to forecast, at present, what effect upon the trade of the 
Colony may be exercised by the prospective return to vigorous 

roductive life of the stagnant industries of the Island of Cuba; 
if that Island obtains preferential treatment for its produce in the 
markets of the United States, the sale of Bahamas fruit, which 
has been sensibly strengthened by the failure of the Florida 
growers, will again suffer, but from a far more formidable com- 
petition. 


162. In an interesting article on “ the value of Porto Rico,” in 
the June number of the “ Forum,” the writer, a member of the 
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Geological Survey of the United States, mentions the possibilities 
of a future trade in fruit in the following terms :— 


“ Porto Rico does offer inducements, however, to intelligent 
agriculturists, or rather horticulturists, scientific farmers who can 
utilize and direct native labour. The American farmer cannot 
give the Porto Rican many lessons in the culture of the three 
staple crops of cane, coffee, and tobacco ; but the scientific horti- 
culturist can greatly imcrease the quality and quantity of the 
fruit product. The only present opening in Porto Rico to the 
farmer of small capital is that of growing export fruits such as 
oranges and bananas. Some people may find profit and pleasure 
in the culture of these; but, with the consumption limited, and 
Cuba as a prospective competitor in the industry, little more than 
$5,000,000 can be added to the annual product.” 


163. It may be inferred that the writer, and probably many 
other Americans who have given any thought to the subject, 
anticipate a large fruit trade in the future with their West 
Indian dependencies, in which the million sterling contributed by 
Porto Rico will scarcely make any show in the immensity of the 
Cuban exports, and, doubtless, there will be such a trade within 
the course of the next decade. 


164. The sponge beds, also, of Cuba have been practically 
unworked for years, and are said to be superior to any of those 
lying off the Bahamas Islands, so that if a when they are worked 
by the aid of the American capital and under the protective 
system of the Republic the sponge export trade of the Colony 
would, undoubtedly, suffer. 


165. It may be stated, however, as a hopeful prospect, that 
there is no assignable reason why the fruit and sponge exports of 
the Colony should not, if deprived of the nearer market, find an 
outlet in the markets of the United Kingdom; this was the 
— course of trade which formerly existed, and with some concentra- 
tion of the capital and energy now dispersed in individual enter- 
prise it might be recovered if the necessity arose. 


166. The climate of the Bahamas, though relaxing, is easily 
supported by Europeans, but immigrants of the labouring classes 
would not find their condition improved, as there are no Crown 
lands of any fertility on which they could be settled, and wages 
are lower than they are in England. The condition of the native 
peasantry, of course, varies very much, depending largely on the 
various environments to be met with in so many islands, thinl 
inhabited and diversely endowed with the natural gifts of ak 
rainfall, harbours, sandy beaches, &c., &c. In parts of Abaco 
and other places where sisal plantations are worked wages can be 
earned during a portion of the year, and almost everywhere crops 
can be grown of Indian corn, sweet potato, yam, and cassava, and 
there is generally abundance of sea fish and shell fish to be 
saat in by the fishermen, which is either brought to Nassav 

or sale or consumed locally. 


AMAS, 
1898. 


1898. 
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167. When the crops fail through droucht there is often great 
distress, which is always promptly relieved by the Government as 
soon as it becomes known, but it is evident that in the remote 
settlements existence may become precarious in certain very 
exceptional circumstances ; for instance, the inhabitants of the 
village of Cherokee Sound, Abaco, were in serious straits after 
the gale of September, as may be gathered from the following 
extract from a report by the Assistant Resident Justice :—‘ The 
starving condition of the people was not caused by the hurricane, 
but by the mail being Re in Nassau on account of the 
stormy weather and the smack fishermen not sending home 
supplies for their families, and the shopkeepers here being out of 
everything eatable, I was out of food for four days, not a mouth- 
ful of anything to eat but a few beans, and one day I went 
without any food at all. I heard no complaint from tlie people 
until a few days before the mail arrived from Nassau, saying 
some were starving and could not purchase a mouthful of food, as 
all the shopkeepers were out of provisions, and if the weather 
continued and the mail had to pass on her way over they must all 
starve. This is a yearly occurrence with a number of the people 
here in hurricane months; the men are all at home from August 
until the end of September or early part of October, and only a 
few cultivate the soil to try and secure sufficient ground provisions 
to feed their families during this season of the year; the small 
amount they realize by smack fishing will not allow them to 
remain at home two or three months and support their families 
with the small pittance saved during the fishing season, and unless 
they turn more of their attention to the cultivation of ground 
aa they must continue to suffer at this season of the year 

or food.” 


168. The general condition of the Colony is fairly prosperous ; 
the few staple industrics are thriving, with the exception of that 
of salt-gathering, which seems to be almost given up; education 
is advancing by slow degrees, and the religious instruction of the 
people is everywhere maintained by the efforts of missionary 
societies ; the revenue department of the service is now on a 
most satisfactory footing, and the revenue has increased so much 
that the (rovernment has been enabled to sanction a large 
reduction of taxation; it is also confidently expected that the 
general prosperity will be much enhanced by the opening up of 
Nassau to winter visitors, consequent upon the completion of the 
steamer and hotel service of the East Coast Florida Company. 


J. S. CHURCHILL, 


Colonial Secretary. 
Nassau, 
18th June 1899. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


Cook Islands 


Trade, 1899 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
275 | British Solomon Islands 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar Soe 1898 
277 | Bahamas si . 
278 | British Honduras ; - 
279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues i 
280 | Grenada... ae ae sl 
281 | St. Vincent ee 9 
282 | Hong Kong - 
283 | Jamaica ... 1898-99 
284 | Lagos ... 1898 
285 | Seychelles — is 
286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements sie a 1898 
288 | Basutoland bee 1898-99 
289 | Niger Coast Protectorate 5 
290 | British Guiana .. 1897-98 & 
1898-99 
291 | Falkland Islands 1899 
292 | British New Guinea 1898-99 
293 | Bermuda 7 1899 
294 | Barbados - 
295 | Malta Yo 
296 | Fiji . 
297 | Turks and Caicos Islands re 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No Colony. 
1 | Gold Coast Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand ... Forests. : 
3 | Sierra Leone Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada Emigration. 
> | Bahamas Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong Bubonic Plague. 
7 | Newfoundland Mineral Resources. 
8 | Western Pacific British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica ... Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands Condition during 1897. 
11 | Grenada Agriculture in Carriacou. 
F Anguilla Vital Statistics, 1898. 
1 
14 


Bahamas 


Fibre Industry. 
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(For Report for 1898, see No. 277.) 


Governor Sir G. T. Carter to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, Nassau, 
22nd June, 1900. 
Sip, 
I Have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the 
Bahamas Blue Book for 1899, together with the Report on the 
same, which has been furnished by the Colonial Secretary. 


2. Mr. Churchill has prepared a very interesting and instruc- 
tive Report, and it is satisfactory to note that the Colony under 
mv administration continues in the flourishing state which may 
be said to have commenced in 1895, the Revenue in that year 
totalling £55,642, while that for the year under review reached 
£76,697, the last two years having produced a surplus of up- 
wards of £18,000, and there is reason to hope that a continuation 
of th‘s prosperity may be anticipated. 


3. In an appendix* to the Report, Mr. Churchill, has contri- 


buted some valuable notes on the planting of the “ Agave,” 


which produces the so-called “Sisal” fibre, as well as some 
information in regard to the extraction and preparation of the 
fibre. In view of its general interest, I trust that this may be 
printed with the Report. 


T have, &c., 
G. T. Carter. 


—_——— 


© Printed separately as Colonial Report [Miscellaneous], No. 14. 
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Bissus, REPORT ON THE BAHAMAS BLUE BOOK FOR THE 
— YEAR 1899. 


PART I.—FINANCIAL. 


GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


id. The Revenue for 1899 amounted to £76,697 lls. 10d., an 
increase of £2,330 4s. 2d. over that of the previous year (1898). 


2. The Customs receipts (omitting fractions) accounted for 
£65,499 of the total Revenue, and exceeded those of the previous 
year by £1,929, notwithstanding a reduction in the tariff of 
import duties, which came into force on the Ist May, and had — 
been estimated to cause a reduction in the annual receipts at 
the rate of £9,000 per annum or thereabouts. 


3. That these expectations of loss were not fulfilled, but that, 
on the contrary, an actual increase in the receipts took place was 
due to the exceptional conditions which prevailed during the 
entire year through the residence in Nassau of more than four 
hundred foreign workmen and their families—mostly of the 
class of highly paid artisans in the several building trades— 
brought over for work on the new Colonial Hotel, the satisfac- 
tion of whose daily needs must have added largely to the total 
consumption of most imported articles. 


4. The Expenditure of the year amounted to £68,748 18s. 7d., 
and exceeded that of 1898 by £6,295 6s. 3d., but in the expendi- 
ture of the year under review are found such unusual items 
(fractions omitted) as £1,706 for repairs to Government House 
and other public buildings, and a sum of £2,213 spent in reliev- 
ing the destitution caused by the hurricane, also such items as 
the increased cost of Charitable Institutions, £268, repairs to the 
harbour dredger, £463, and a sum of £1,687, the difference be- 
tween the full subsidy of £3,500 first paid in 1899 to the Florida 
Hotel and Steamship Company and the partial payments of 
former years before the full terms of the contract were carried 
out. - 


6. In the following tabular statements the heads of Revenue 
and Expenditure are given in detail, and may be compared with 
those of the preceding year: — 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND 


EXPENDITUBE, 1898 an» 1899, 
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BAHAMA3, COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF 
1899. ees ee Tope, 
Amount : Amount 
Head of Revenue. Collected in + Collected in 
| 1898. 1899. 
£ 


1. Customs :— 
Duties on Imports ... ae ae e , 63,570 11 10 


| 
Duties on Exports ... ate aie oe 2 11 | 4 
Port and harbour dues : ! 
Tonnage dues ee | 540 1 6 | 
Light dues... us. use ass 


Wharfage .. 00. use tee as 38.1311 181 


2. Licences and Internal Revenue not otherwixe 
classified :— 


Taxes : : 
Dog... ise oe oe oe es 610 0 | 51 
Horse and carriage fos one oT 166 10 0 : 177 
House property... coe ade ees 1,228 1 8 | 1,156 
Fire policies iss ies sie vr 40 5 3 43 
Auction ... eee S: toe aie 104 8 7 212 


Licences : 


Auctioneers’ wae ae os or 19 18 4 22 
Dray and drivers’ ... eee wes Sea 50 12 0 59 
| Liquor ww ese wwe | «1,049 12 0} = 1,009 
Apothecaries’ _ se ws ows 60 0 0 60 
Hackney carriage eae a sai 76:15 0 94 
Miscellaneous : | 
Fines and forfeitures... sy we 704 17 11 : 678 
Warchouse charges bes sau’ . Yew 112 210° 93 


Market rates and tolls... ie es 485 4 4! 506 15 


Carried forward ... | 68,347 15 2 70,761 3 6 | 
| 


COLONIAL 


REVENUE, 1898 aND 1899. 


2.569 211 | 155 14 7 


6376 


REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Cause of Increase or Decrease. 


—-——~----| 


Increased imports due to the arrival in 
Nassau of foreign workmen engaged 
during the year in building the new 
hotel. 


Vessels bringing cargoes of materials for . 
hotel. : 

| 

| 

| 


New Dog License Act in operation. 
Large arrears from 1897 collected in 1898. 


Sale of furniture of Royal Victoria Hotel. 


BAlWAMAS, 
1899, 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF 


Amount Amount 
Head of Revenue. Collected in Collected in 
1898. 1899 


a rr rr ge 


£ 8s d. £ 8. d. 
Brought forward ... | 68,347 15 21 70,761 3 6 


3. Fees of Court or Office, Payments for Specific 
Purposes, and Reimbursements in Aid :— 


Fees of Office... ss. ven, tue aes 435 9 7 564 0 11 
1 13 12 0 

Reimbursements in aid aes ce aha 774.17 4 534 15 7 
9 


Probate duty... “i ees jal is 128 16 270 2 4 


Storage of gunpowder eos cee see 6 11 


4. Post Office and Telegraphs :— 
Post Office revenue ... ses eos too 2,165 16 5] 2,558 10 8 
Telegraph receipts ... sits si sas 1590 410] 1,254 16 4 


5. Rents from Government Property :— 


Bank premises ese eas ae See 50 0 0 50 0 0 
Frederick Street abutment — uae 20 0 0 20 0 0 
Royal Victoria Hotel ae Ses ae 400 0 0 — 
Ice House... ‘es re cy eae 100 0 0 100 0 0 
Officers’ quarters... ie ase agi 54 11 8 — 


Rent of rooms R. V. Hotel... ou er _ — 


i 
F 


| 6. Contributions to Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund:— 


Sundry persons ee sive ain eee 226 9 6 225 4 6 


_— 


7. Miscellaneous Receipts :— 


Petty receipts and unforeseen items of 66 15 4 56 9 7 
revenue. 
Interest on investments under Surplus 15 210 288 16 5 
Monies Act, 1898. a a 
74,382 10 61 76,697 11 10 
Debentures realized... ave eee wee — 1,325 0 0 
Transfer of Stock of Sinking Fund of — 5,031 19 4 
£5,000 Loan. 


Total ... | 74,382 10 6] 83,054 11 2 
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REVENUE, 1898 anv 1899—continued. 


Increase. 
£ se. a. 
2,569 2 11 
128 11 4 _ 
7 #011 —— 
141 5 7 — 
392 14 3 _— 
— 335 8 
— 400 0 
_ 64 11 8 
_ 1 5 
— 10 5 9 
273 18 7 — 
3,512 8 7 1197 7 3 
1,325 0 0 — 
5,031 19 4 — 
9,869 7 11 1197 7 3 


Fees of Admiralty Court paid in 1899 were 
| larger than usual. 


240 1 9 | wert ee in on account of unexpended 


Duties eel on estates in 1899. 


The war in 1898 caused a decrease in 
number of letters passed through Post 
Office but an increase of telegraphic 
messages. In 1899 the conditions were 
reversed. 


Hotel no longer 1 in possession of Govern- 
ment. 


Ditto Ditto. 


; 
’ 
| 
, 


£11,077 8a. 1d. invested in 1899. 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF 


Head of Service. sa a ae rN 
£ 8. d. £ 8. dad. 
1. Charges on account of Public Debt 7,935 10 8 | 8,165 10 8 
2. Pensions, Treasury ... ane ou 2,084 17 2 | 2,079 2 1 
3. Pensions, Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund 2,264 17 1 2,073 5 7 
4. House of Assembly ... . | 71612 3 539 15 1 
5. Legislative Council ... “i 70 0 0 70 0 0 
| 
6. Governor and Staff ... 1,249 7 0 1,313 9 0O 
7. Colonial Secretary's Department ... . | 1,098 10 6 1,100 7 11 
8. Receiver-General’s Department... .| 3,064 6 O | 3,217 13 10 
9. Judicial Department... sie aie ° 6,185 13 9 | 5,921 10 0 
10. Registrar's Department ow ses 494 19 0 490 16 0 
11. Constabulary and Police... 5,316 2 7 | 5,425 16 9 
1la.Fire Department... oes eee ‘ 181 14 2 287 8 2 
12. Surveyor-General’s Department 325 3 2 368 4 6 
13. Audit Department ... sae “as : 350 0 0 350 0 0 
14. Post Office Department _... - «. | 5,319 10 11 | 7,007 6 9 
15. Telegraph and Telephone Department 1,182 2 5 1,212 14 10 
Carried forward 37,839 6 8 son 1 2 
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EXPENDITURE, 1898 anD 1899. BAHAMAS, 
. 1899. 
Increase. Decrease, Cause of Increase or Decrease. 
£ «w« dl £ a ad 
230 0 0 — Arrears of interest on £6,000 loan paid in 
1899. 3 
— | 515 1 | 
— | 191 11 6 


| 
| 
a —176:17 «2 | Less printing required in 1899. 
| ; 
| | 
| 


64 2 0 | _ . Governor's travelling expenses. 
117 5 _ | 
| 
153 710 | — ' Employment of temporary tidewaiters 


' caused by wrecks. — 


_ --:264 «3 «9 «A re-adjustment of salaries in 1898. 


— 43 0! 
| | 
109 14 2 | — _ Expenses in carrying out Dog License Act. 
105 14. 0 | — Purchase of hose and other appliances. 
| | , | 
43 1 4 | — ' More visits paid to out-islands by surveyor 
| and staff. 
| | 
— mes 
| | | | 
1,687 15 10 | _ First payment of Flomda Mail Subsidy in 
| full under new contract. 
30 12 5 — 
4 e 
2,426 5 0 | 
| 
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 ‘Bavamas, COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF 


Expenditure, | Expenditure, 
1898. _ 1899. 


_. Brought forward 


16. Ecclesiastical Establishment | ees eae 
17. Education Department = eee ss 
18 Public Libraries x eee ose ees 
19 Port and Marine Department eee 


1,674 5 11 


20. Medical Department... aes eee eee 633 9 10 


21. Charitable Institutions Sac oes one 5,763 6 8 


22, Prisons... sc. estes tes ae 1,750 16 1 
93. Public Works... 9. see teens 9,460 13 


24. Miscellaneous... ace er wae des 


62,453 12 
Surplus Monies Act ... sai eos oo» | 1,694 16 1 
Erection of new Barracks ... re as 723 12 3 
.Investment on account: surplus funds ... 6,968 0 


Redemption of debentures ... eee so 


Total ... ... |70,840 1 O |88,560 5 11 
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EXPENDITURE, 1898 AND 1899—continued. Pea 


Increase. Decrease. Cause of Increase or Decrease. 


£6. d. 
2,426 5 0 
0 2 5 
85 0 0 
463 11 9 Repairs to dredger 
=— 167 10 11 | Decrease in expenses on account of Medical 
Inspector's visits to vessels in quaran- 
tine. 
268 6 11 Increase in salaries and increased cost of 
maintenance of inmates, 

1,706 3 5 Repairs to Government House, £500; 
furniture, £300; public buildings 
repairs, £493. 

2,213 18 9 

7,163 8 3 868 2 0 

— 1192 16 4 

2,508 7 3 _ 

5,109 7 9 _— 

5,000 0 0 _ 


19,781 3 3 2,060 18 4 


BauaMas, 
1899. 
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6. The Abstract of Revenue and Expenditure for 1899 shows 
that the year commenced with a surplus carried over from 1898 
amounting to £12,975 9s. 3d., and ended with a balance in hand 
of £7,355 Os. 6d. 


7. The redemption of the debentures issued in 1894 to the 
amount of £5,000, and made payable in October, 1899, appears 
as an item of account on each side of the balance sheet, and on 
the Expenditure side the sum of £3,733 19s. 3d. is shown to 
have been expended on works carried out under special enact- 
ments, through a series of years, and not included in the annual 
appropriation, and a sum of £11,077 8s. 1d. was added to the 
investments already made on account of surplus funds. | 


_ 8. The total Revenue and Expenditure for the last five years 
is given in the following table: — 


| 


t 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 8s d. £ a. ad. 
1895 55,642 11 4 55,758 O 6 | 
1896 65,126 9 11 60,134 16 9 
1897 62,754 2 1 | 63,405 5 5 | 
1898 74,382 10 6 | 64,148 8 5 
: 
1899 76,697 1110 | 68,748 18 7 | 


| 


9. The steady augmentation of Revenue which commenced :n 
1895 and culminated in 1899 is rather remarkable, as, although 
in 1899 there were conditions specially favourable to the increase 
of Revenue, as mentioned above in paragraph 3, there was at 
the same time, during eight months of the year, a tariff of 
import duties in force which, according to calculations, should 
have reduced the receipts at the rate of £9,000 per annum, or 
actually by £6,000 for these eight months, and therefore, although 
it is not probable that another year will witness such exception- 
ally high receipts as those of last year, still the indications 
are all in favour of a continuance of satisfactory Budgets, in 
which the Revenue will amply suffice to provide for al] the 
ordinary requirements of the Colony. 
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CHANGES IN TAXATION, 


10. An important change has been made in taxation by the 
amendment of the Import Duty Tariff, which it was intended 
should abolish duties to the extent of £9,000 per annum by re- 
duction in rates, of which the following are those principally 
effective in reducing taxation : — 


Imports paying ad valorem duty of 25°/,, reduction to 20°/.. 


Rope and cotton duck paying ad valorem duty of 25°/,, re- 
duction to 10%. 


Duty on flour reduced from 3s. a barrel and 10% ad valorem 
to 3s. 6d. per barrel. 


Duty on lumber dressed reduced from 16s. to 10s. per 1,000 
feet. 


Duty on kerosene oil reduced from 4d. to 3d. per gallon. 
Duty on sugar refined reduced from 12s. to 8s. per 100 lbs. 


Duty on sugar unrefined reduced from 6s. 6d. to 3s. per 
100 lbs. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


1]. The following is a tabular statement of the Assets and 
Liabilities on December 31st, 1899: — 


BauAMAS, 
1899. 
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Pusriic DEst. 


12. A reduction of the Public Debt was made in the course 
of the year by paying off debentures which had been issued to 
the amount of £5,000 in 1894, and redeemable in October, 1899, 
and also by the redemption of six debentures of £100 each by 
the Crown Agents, being part of the original loan of £35,000 
raised in 1885, the total Public Debt being thus reduced from 
£118,426 in 1898 to £112,826 at the close of 1899. 


13. The following tabular return gives the particulars of each 
loan und the provision for payment : — 
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30,000 0 


6,000 0 


112,826 0 
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To whom due. 


~ 
be] 


) 0 | Various persons. L4 10s. 


per cent. . 


2 | Various persons. | £4 per cent. 


Q | Various persons. | £4 per cent. 


0 — £3 per cent. 


STATEMENT OF 


When incurred 
and for what cause. 


In 1885—The failure of 
the Nassau Public Bank to 
liquidate certain claims against 
the Government. 


In 1888—For the purpose 
of reducing outstanding De- 
bentures which had from 
time to time been issued 
within these Islands. 


January 1892— Telegraph 
communication between the 
Bahamas Islands and parts 
beyond the limits of the 
Colony. 


1896. 
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Pusniic DEst. BaHAMAS, 
1899. 


Provisions for payment of 

Interest or Sinking Fund, 

and enactments by which 
it is made. 


Amount 


of original | Amount repaid. 
Debt. 


rr 


: 
| Remarks. 


Six deben- 
tures of £100 
each are drawn 
for payment by 
the Crown 
Agents eve 
year. The tent 
annual drawing 
took place in 
1899. 


| 
sie 
Principal and interest se- | 35,000 0 

cured from General Revenue . | 
and Assets of the Colony. 

The interest on the total | 
nominal amount of Deben- 

tures issued under the Act 
and the Sinking Fund (10s. 
per centum on original debt) 

| 


G&S 
Qo 
S 
— 
o? 
oO & 


are paid half-yearly to the 

Crown Agents, and by them 

used in payment of the 

interest on outstanding De- 

bentures, expenses of adver- 

tisements, &c., and the re- 

mainder invested by them 

and applied towards reducing 

the debts either by purchase | 
in the open market or by | 
annual drawings. (48 & 49 

Vict., cap. 24.) 


out of the Public Treasury. 
Debentures redeemable 35 
years after their respective 
dates. 

ft] 


£630 per annum paid out | 30,000 0 0 
of Treasury to Crown Agents 
towards the Sinking Fund. 
Interest payable quarterly. | 
(55 Vict., cap. 1.) 


Interest. payable quarterly | 48,126 0 2 


58 Vict., cap. 1. £872 per | 6,000 0 0 
annum paid out of the Public 
Treasury towards the Sinking 
Fund. 7 
——-——--——_| £5,000, being balance of loan 
raised under 57 Vict., cap. 13, 
124,126 0 0 was paid off in October, 1899. 
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CURRENCY. 


14, By the Act 2 Vic., cap. 4, passed in the year 1838, British 
sterling money was made the current money of the Colony, and 
all ordinary retail business is transacted with British silver and 
copper coinage, which are legal tender without any limit. 


15. The Bank of Nassau has a note issue of £6,500, and its 
hae are in circulation throughout the Islands, but especially 
in Nassau. 


16. American silver coins are current at the relative value of 
half a dollar for two shillings, and a quarter-dollar for one 
shilling. 


PART II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


17. The value of the total imports and exports was respec- 
tively as follows :— | 


£ 
Imports ee bes ... 329,196 
Exports ve sie ... 169,148 


18. The total imports include articles imported for the con- 
struction and furnishing of the new Colonial Hotel, which, under 
the Hotel and Steam Service Act, are imported free of duty. 


19. The above-mentioned importations were valued at 
£43,477 15s., and the details are given below: — 


(Admitted free of duty under the Hotel and Steam ' 
Service Acts.) 


£ «. 

829,335 bricks, valued at _—_... .. 1,107 12 
125,100 lbs. of iron nails, valued at se 560 
380,000 shingles, valued at... ee 254 

Cotton and linen goods, valued at ... 98,128 6 

Earthenware, glassware, furniture, &c., 

valued at ae Sat ... 24,123 15 

Tinware, hardware, &c., valued a ... 14,304 2 

43,477 15 


99. If a deduction be made of the value of the above excep- 
tional imports there will remain as the amount of the year’s 
import trade the sum of £285,719, which will still be in excess 


of that of the previous year by £47,383. 
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21. The following statement will show in “nearly all imported, 


articles a gradual, though not excessive, increase over the quan- 
tities imported in 1898, attributable, no doubt, in great part to 
the presence in Nassau of American mechanics and labourers 
employed on the Colonial Hotel; the apparent decrease in flour 
being caused by the decline in value of that article, for if quan- 
tity formed the basis of comparison there would be shown to 
have been 37,544 barrels imported in 1899, as against 34,206 
barrels in 1898: — 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of Imports for the YEARS 
1899 and 1898. 


Value of | Value of 


Article. Imports, | Imports, | Increase. | Decrease. 
j 1899. 1898. 

ae ee eee PS eee Be 

5 3 £ 
Malt liqvors ... sist eee 2,754 1 G19 1, 165 — 
Spirituous liquors ... sis 5,893 4,625 oh 1,268 — 
Wines... aie re ses 944 — 
Cotton, woollen, linen and 60,961 53,430 7,931 — 

silk goods 


Earthenware and glassware, 58,732 33,711 25,021 — 
&c. 


Hardware, &c. ace 21,350 9,192 Va 12,1 — 
Preserved fruit, fish, meats, 15,545 11,228 4,317 — 
ct 25,122 | 28,880 ie - 758 
Salt meat and fish .. =... | 11,014 | 9,563 | 1,451 ee 
Butter and cheese ... we | 7,025 5,757 | 1,268 — 
Corn meal and hominy ... | 8,550 6,964 1,586 — 
Rice ... a : | 6,813 7,300 — 487 
Lard ... sis iui eee 2,774 2,239 535 — 
Fresh meat ... on ee 1,484 995 489 = 
Potatoes and onions dies 1,422 1, 103 319 — 
Tea ... eee bet sa 591 637 | = 46 
Coffee vse ee ee 1,424 | 1,964 _ 540 
Sugar... ove es eas 10,172 7,319 2,353 oe 
Lumber ise ne ava 12,161 5,752 6,409 pees 

a 1,047 = 


Shingles... see | 214 1,167 
| 


—_ cr en 
= ee 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of Inports for the YEARS 1899 and 1898 —cont. 


Value of | Value of 


Article, Imports, | Imports, | Increase. | Decrease. 
1899. 1898. 

£ £ £ £ 
Hay, oats, and bran ee | 2,233 1,654 579 — 
Soap ... ve - dee 1,427 1,325 102 — 
Cigars and tobacco es 5,562 4,385 1,177 _ 
Kerosene oil... is 3 2,680 2,036 644 — 
Manures ee ids Ses 2,086 1,923 163 — 


22. The total exports of the Colony were valued at £169,148, 
of which total £14,878 is accounted for by the export of foreign 
produce or manufactures, leaving as the value of the Colonial 
produce exported £154,275. 


23. The export of sponge was 83,098 lbs. less in weight and 
£13,509 less in value than in the previous year, and the export 
of fibre was but very slightly increased, whilst pine-apples ex- 
ported, though fewer in number by 208,647, were valued at 
£3,955 in excess of the value of the quantitively larger exports 


of 1898. 


24. As the value of Bahamas produce varies from year to year, 
I have shown both quantities and values in the following :— 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of Exports for the YEARS 
1899 and 1898 :— 


ee ee 


Exports in 1899. , Exports in 1898. 
Articles. Se ee —-. 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. Value. 
a No. £ No. £ 
Pine-apples . ... §,988,973 28,315 4,197,620 24,360 
Oranges ... a) 482,628 1,199 2,255,478 3,061 
Ibs. Ibs. . 
Sisal fibre... tae 1,358,682 16,942 1,251,726 14,710 
bushels. bushels. , 
Salt sis ais 37,306 486 48,400 800 
Ibs. lbs. 
Sponge... sah 1,124,585 84,003 1,207,683 97,512 
Turtle shell igs 12,885 10,039 8,795 7,272 
Cascarilla bark ... 97,712 963 124,217 1,540 
Hardwood =a 823 . i. “Rate aes 774 
No. No. 
Conch shells __... 70,962 438 64,636 411. 


er PO 
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25. The annexed return shows the total imports and exports Banamas, 
for the last five years. 1899. 


_Reruen of ToTaL Imports and Exports for the Five 
Years 1895 to 1899 mclusive :— 


Value of 
Year. of Tapers of Mock Total Imports and 
£ | £ £ 
1395 172,581 124,011 296,592 
1896 194,774 138,972 333,746 
| 
1897 .. | 186,010 : 149,085 335,095 
1898 | 238,336 | 174,860 413,196 
1899 329,196 | 169,148 498,344 
| 


—— ee ee ee 


26. The imports from the United Kingdom show a slight 
increase as compared with 1898, but the exports of Colonial pro- 
duce continued, as before, to find other markets—principally in 
the United States, as may be seen in the following return : — 


RETURN showing VALUE of Imports and Exports from 
and to the UNITED Kinepom and UNITED STaTEs 
respectively for the YEARS 1899 and 1898. 


United States. 


United Kingdom. 
z.12 f.13 
Year. 5.5 &, 8 5,5 B. s 
fo | AE | Tot | 2 | Be | Total 
23 $3 22 a4 
Oo =) oO +a _o 
BH e e eH 
| 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
1899 ... | 64,954 | 19,340 | 84,294 | 253,912 | 125,257 | 379,169 
1898 ... | .59,099 | 29,727 | 88,736 | 170,766 | 104,900 | 275,666 


mm a i 
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27. Besides foodstuffs and ether articles which are exclusively 
imported from America there are a few classes of manufactured 
goods in which the United Kingdom shares the trade with 
America, and also there are some kinds of tropical produce such 
as rice, sugar, and .tea, which are imported through English 
agencies rather than American. 


28. The following tabular statement is intended to demon- 
state the position of British trade with the Colony im so far as 
it is able to compete at all with America, and, to render it more 
clear, the imports mentioned in paragraph 19 and valued at 
£43,477, which are not referable in any way to ordinary trade, 
but are altogether exceptional in character, have been omitted : — 


STATEMENT showing the ToTaL VALcvEs of certain classes of 
(zoops IMporTED from the UNITED STaTEs and UNITED 
KINGDOM respectively in 1899 and 1898. 


rn needs a 


1899. " 1898. 


Description of Goods. Lo 
United United United United 
States. | Kingdom.| States. | Kingdom. 


a eae — 
— §£ £ £ £ 
27,101 | 25,365 | 27,676 


26,512 6,137 


Cotton, linen, woollen, and 29,979 


niture. 


| 

silk go : 
Earthenware, glassware, fur- | 27,463 5,495 
Tinware, hardware, &c._... 4,875 1,906 7,199 1,986 
Preserved fruits ... és 11;423 3,490 7,327 3,541 
Ale and porter see aes 1,495 1,259 644 997 
Spirituous liquors ... or 603 1,720 113 1,357 
Sperm candles wet 16 231 2 199 
Linseed and other oils (except | 459 502 440 426 

keroseue). | 
Soap ... | 36 1,207 118 
Rice 6,240 878 | 6,310 
Sugar . 6,168 2,342 : 4,414 
Fea 454 294 342 

| 
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SHIPPING. 


29. The statement of the numbers and tonnage of sailing 
vessels inwards and outwards in 1899 as compared with those 
of the previous year, which is contained in the following tabular 
return, discloses a falling off in the numbers and tonnage of 
British ships, and a corresponding increase in those of American 
nationality, and this is explained by the fact that the Spanish- 
American war in 1898 displaced the normal conditions under 

-which a good deal of the carrying trade is done by American 
schooners, and caused a larger share of the trade to be taken 
up by British Colonial vessels, but in 1899, the war being over, 
normal conditions were resumed :— 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the NUMBERS and TONNAGE 
of SaI_tinGg VEssSELS ENTEKED and CLEARED in 1898 
and 1899. 


| ! ae 
Nationality. Entered. Cleure J. 


| 


3 | Tons. 
> 


3 " Tons. 
a 


i ee: an nr ai tease aa 
British we | 216; 13,814 | 220 | 14,518 } 196 (12,234 193 12.018 


American ... | 73 (10,609 74 | 9,994] 80 10,169 | 85 ‘11,209 
Spanish 5 | we 5 | 102] 2 ! 444) — | — 
Haytian 76 | 1452; 74 | 1,306] 64 1 1,335 | 60 1,234 
Dominican... | 4 | 3 4 53] 1 | 61/ 1 | 61 
Norwegian ... 1 | 346 ! 1 346 | — | — — _— 
Danish ..{ — | — | — | — | 1 | 236| 1 | 236 
French oe | — | — — — 1 | 99 1 99 


— 


30. The statement of the numbers and tonnage of steamers 
inwards and outwards in 1899 as compared with those of the pre- 
vious year, which is contained in the following tabular return, 
shows an increase in the total numbers and total tonnage of 
steamers of 99 and 117,469 respectively; but, as I pointed out 
in ry report on the Blue Book for 1898, the increased figures 
are caused principally by the continually increasing number of 
steamers that call at Inagua and Fortune Island to engage 
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Bawamas, labourers, excepting in the case of steamers of American nation- 
ality—of whose entries 87 are accounted for by the regular 
voyages of the subsidised steamers of the New York and Cuba 
Line, and those of the Florida Company’s Line. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the NuMBERS and TONNAGE 
of STEAMERS ENTERED and CLEARED DURING 1899 
and PRECEDING YEAR. 


1898. 


Nationality, | Entered. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 2 Tons. y Tons. 3 Tons. 
aw’ -b) 
> > 


British ... | 101 {181,240} 101 |181,240] 115 [207,274] 114 | 198,799. 
American ... | 84 |133,233| 83 |130,810] 121 |173,661| 123 | 183,178: 
German ...| 24 | 26,516] 24 | 25,890] 29 | 38,972| 30 | 39,739: 
Norwegian...| 10 | 4,851| 10 | 4,633] 47 | 44,064] 47 | 44,097 


Swedish ...| 1 | 662} 1 ' Gea} —} — | —] — 
: | | | 


31. The following tabular statement of total shipping inwards 
and outwards for the last five years shows a continual progress, 
which is satisfactory from some points of view, but does not indi- 


cate a correspondingly large increase of commercial develop- 
ment :— 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of ToTaL SHIPPING INWARDS 
and Outwakps for the LasT FIVE YEARS. 


Total Number of Total Tonnage. | Total Vessels and 


essels. | Tonnage. 
Year. 


ee ee ee 


Inwards. | Outwards.| Inwards. “Outwards, Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


( 


1895 430 202,751 | 193,869 868 | 396,620 
1896 494 217,719 | 218,859 984 | 436,578 
1897 562 261,042 | 257,175 | 1,122 | 518,217 
1898 697 | 871,878 | 369,644 | 1,192 | 741,522 


489,149 


490,670 | 1,312 | 979,819 
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SPONGE FISHERY, 


32. This industry was injuriously affected by the hurricane 
which in the month of August ravaged the north end of the 
island of Andros and some other islands, wrecking and destroy- 
ing the vessels engaged at the work, and causing an unprece- 
dented loss of life amongst the crews; nevertheless, the quantity 
exported was not greatly below the statistical record of 1898, as 
shown herewith : — 


TotaL Export oF SPONGE. 


Year. Quantity. | Value. 


£ 
1899 1,124,585 Ibs. ww ws we | 84,008 
1898. | 1,207,683 lbs... wwe | «97,512 


i 


33. As this industry yearly assumes larger proportions, and 


becomes of increasing importance by reason of the capital en- 
gaged in it, and the numbers of seafaring folk whose livelihood 
depends upon it, a return showing what were the countries which 
received this product during 1899 and the previous year, and in 
what proportions respectively, may perhaps be usefully here 
inserted : — 


RETURN showing CouNTRIES to which SPONGE was EXPORTED 
in 1899 and the PREVIOUS YEAR, and the VALUE of the 
Exports to each Country in these YEARS. 


ee ees 


ind Ss i ee es ee ee a 


| Value of the Exports. 
Countries to which | 


eee | agoo, | 198. 
Penta ae SS ee 
| £ £ 

United States of America... 48,448 49,958 
United Kingdom ... | 14,671 22,624 
France | 10,796 17,308 
Holland : 9,720 6,267 
Germany... owe sit | 722 522 
Canada — 863 


ee ee ee ee 


34. Such other industries as are pursued in the Colony, un- 
eonnected with agriculture, are few in number and insignifi- 


BaHAM AS, 
1899. 


BawaMas, 
1899. 
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cant commercially. The catching of live turtle for sale may be 
mentioned, the export of which last year reached 32,278 pounds 
in weight, and was valued at 4487, and there is also the commerce 
in turtle-shell, of which 12,885 pounds weight was exported last 
year, valued at £10,039. The turtle-shell of commerce is not 
derived from the edible species of turtle, but from a species called 
the Hawksbill, and possesses a high value, the average price ob- 
tained being not much less than one pound sterling for one pound 
weight; but a shell from one turtle weighing 53 Ibs. in all is 
known to have been sold for £16, which may be taken to be the 
highest price ever paid in Nassau for turtle-shell. 


30. The common shells of the seashore also have some commer-’ 

cial value, and last year 1,342 barrels full were exported, valued 
at £558, and to these must be added the conch shells which abound 
on the east coast of Abaco and some other places to such a de- 
gree that their numbers are practically inexhaustible, although 
they are taken for food, for burning in lime-kilns, and are de- 
stroyed in thousands in the search for pink pearls. Last year 
these shells were exported to the number of 70,962, valued at 
£438. 
| AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 
_ 36. The pine-apple fields had been already cleared before the 
hurricane of August, 1899, and, moreover, Eleuthera, the great 
pine-apple growing island, did not lie in the direct track of the 
storm, consequently there is but a slight reduction in the quan- 
tity of pine-apples produced and exported; also the mar- 
ket value was increased, so thatthe crop fetched £3,955 
more than in 1898, although the numbers exported were 
fewer by 208,647. Orange groves, which are in bearing 
during the last quarter of the year, suffered severely, as 
the return of the fruit exports of the vear and those of 1898, 
given at paragraph 24 of this Report, clearly shovs. 


37. The planting and cultivation of the Bahamas hemp plant, 
Agave Sisalana, proceeds satisfactorily under the impetus of a 
good market, and the fibre, which has obtained a high position 
as an article of commerce, is exported in steadily-increasing quan- 
tities, the exports in 1899 amounting to 1,358,682 pounds weight, 
valued at £16,942, showing an increase of 106,952 pounds weight, 
and £2,232 value over the exports of 1898. 


38. It is estimated that there are now 14,406 acres occupied 
under this cultivation throughout the Islands, viz. :— 


Acres. 
In the island of Abaco and Cays ... 8,610 
ae as " 5» pan Salvador ,-. 93,000 
” 9»? ” 9) Tnagua vee oe 2,200 
fe 85 - ,, Andros hat ... 0800 


and a few acres here and there in Long Island, Watling, and 
Exuma. | ‘a 2 e 
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39. Factories for the extraction and cleaning of the fibre are 
established on every small estate; in fact, in this industry there 
18 no place for Central Factories, which would avail nothing in 
cheapening the cost of production, the best machines yet in- 
vented having very small capacity. 


40. There are eleven factories working at present, viz.:—In 
New Providence, four; in Inagua, two; in Andros, two; in Abaco 
and Cays three. 


41. The following particulars by Mr. Forsyth, the Resident 
Juatice at Andros, will give some idea of the output of an 
ordinary factory, and the cost of working : — 


From one Todd Fibre Cleaning Machine, owned by the Mar- 
guerite Fibre Co., at Cargill Creek, Andros: Average daily out- 
put of cleaned fibre (when working), 700 lbs. 

Number of labourers employed at mill, 11. 

ivumber of labourers employed in the field, 40. 

Weekly pay roll at the mill, £5. 

Weekly pay roll in the field, £10. 


From one Todd Fibre Cleaning Machine, owned by Messrs. 
Roberts and Sutton, at Long Bay Cay, Andros: Average daily 
output of cleaned fibre (when working), 1,000 Ibs. 

Number of labourers employed at mill, 11. 

Number of labourers employed in the field, 50. 

Weekly pay roll at the mill, £9. — 

Weekly pay roll in the field, £12. 


42. Enquiries have been addressed to this Government from 
other British Colonies desirous of obtaining information concern- 
ing this industry, which induces me to think that a synopsis of 
what has already been written on the subject will be useful, and 
accordingly I have embodied the same in a separate Report.* 
This subject has been very fully, and in the main correctly, 
treated in a pamphlet written in 1886 by Mr. D. J. Stoddart, of 
Jamaica, with a view to the introduction of the industry into 
that Colony, and I have drawn largely from that source, as well 
as from reports written some ten years ago by Mr. Jas. M. 
Rae, Circuit Magistrate, and by Mr. George Preston, of the 
Bahamas, in so far as the information contained in these writ- 
ings is confirmed by practical knowledge, which has been ac- 
quired as the fruit of experience by the planters of the Colony 
up to this date. . 


LAND (GFRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 


43. Crown lands have always since 1833—with the exception 
of occasional free grants—been either sold by assignment or at 
public auction, or offered for sale by tender, any offer for land 


* See Colonial Report (Miscellaneous), No. 14. 


30 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


being submitted to the Governor, and, if approved, accepted by 
him, the Surveyor-General advising as to the value of the land 
and other matters affecting the transfer of the land from the 
Crown to the purchaser. Crown lands are also frequently leased 
to private persons, and several large tracts of land were dis- 
posed of in this way during the five years 1889-1894 for the 
purpose of laying out Sisal estates. 


44. Prices vary greatly according to the supposed value of 
different lands, ranging from 16s. 8d. to £2 3s. per acre for agri- 


- cultural land, but only three grants were actually issued during 


_the year, and they were for town lots of a quarter of an acre 


each, and sold for £1 15s. 5d. each lot. | 
45. It is estimated that 1,768,8523 acres of Crown lands re- 


main ungranted at the present time; the quantity already 


granted being 349,485 acres; but of this large area remaining 
in possession of the Crown very little is available for settle- 
ment, the bulk of it consisting of barren rock and swamp, and 
in the islands of Andros and Abaco many square miles consist 
of pine barren. 


There are small patches of good land vacant in Andros, Abaco, 
Inagua, Mayaguana, and Acklin’s, andin the other islands a few 
small tracts of 20 acres may be found fairly good, but it is not 
possible to locate these exactly, as no complete surveys have ever 


- been undertaken by the Crown with the express od a of as- 


certaining where, and in what quantities, Crown lands of good 


quality are to be found. 


PART III.—LEGISLATION. 7 


46. Much of the work of the Legislature in 1899 was taken 
up with the preparations necessary for compiling a new edition 
of the laws of the Bahamas, which edition is now being printed ; 
therefore, besides a repealing Act (62 Vic., cap. 26), which dis- 
posed of many obsolete laws, there were also Acts passed for the 
consolidation of the laws on certain subjects, which in many in- 
stances, by reason of the number of amending Acts, had become 
diffuse and difficult of interpretation. 


47. Beside Acts of the above-mentioned class it 1s necessary 
to cite the Act 62 Vic., cap. 23, by which the law imposing im- 
port duties, which was about to expire at the close of the session, 
was continued in force, but with a very large reduction in the 
tariff. 

48. A much needed consolidation and amendment of the 
Liquor Laws of the Colony were carried out by the Act 62 Vic., 
cap. 33, by which the procedure is simplified in many particu- 
lars, such as the mode of applying for licences, or for the reser- 
vation of local option districts, the sale of licences, the de- 
scription of licences, and the creation of a Board of Members to 
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constitute a “Licensing Authority” in place of the Governor 
in Council, which body is henceforth relieved from a duty which, 
by its constitution, it was not best fitted to perform. 


49. By the Act 62 Vic., cap. 19, entitled An Act Further to 
Amend the Law Relating to Friendly Societies, some further steps 
are taken in the direction of protecting the members of such 
societies from the consequences of careless or fraudulent keeping 
of their accounts by placing them more under the control of the 
stipendiary magistrates. 


PART IV.—EDUCATION. 


50. The Inspector of Schools in the Report presented by .the 
Board of Education to the Legislature for the year 1899, which 
is concerned only with primary education, states that the schools 
were injuriously affected by an unusual amount of sickness and 
of inclement weather, and specially by the hurricane in August, 
and the consequent poverty and privation in many of the out- 
island districts. 


51. The following is a statement comparing the education 
statistics of last year with those of 1898: — 


—- 1899. | 1898. 
Number of schools wholly maintained out of the : 44 44 
annual grant. 
Number of schools which received grants in aid... , 1 11 
Number of pupils who attended Board Schools | 7,074 | 7,028 
during s>me portion of the yeur. | 
Number of pupils who attended the Assisted Schools | 1,061 1,044 
during some portion of the year. . 
Number of names on the rolls (Board Schools) ... | 5,772 | 5,998 
Number of names on the rolls (Assisted Schools) ... 952 981 
Average attendance (Board Schools)  ... ws) 4,014 | 4,050°1 
Average attendance (Assisted Schools) ...... | 575 | 632°3 
Total number of schools oe ae ses es 55 | 55 
Number of scholars present during sti portion of 8,090 | 8,072 
the year. | | 
Total names on the rolls ees | ee ve Siete 6,724 | 6,979 
Average attendance | 4,577-4 | 4,682-4 
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52. The teaching staff inthe Board Schools comprised 44 
principal teachers, four assistant teachers, ten pupil teachers, 85 
monitors, and eight sewing teachers. These, together with two 
students in training and ]2 teachers emploved in Assisted Schools 
make a total of 165. 


53. The Inspector reports that only one building belonging to 
the Board was destroyed in the hurricane of August last, and 
that was a very old and dilapidated teacher’s residence at 
Nicholl’s Town, Andros Island, but many small repairs were 
rendered necessary. Land was bought, and teachers provided 
with residences at Marsh Harbour, Spring Point, and Long Bay 
Cays. There are, however, no less than 12 schoolhouses and half 
that number of teachers’ residences which are urgently required. 


I may state that during the recent session of the Legislature— 
February to May, 1900—a grant was made of £1,250 towards 
supplying these wants. | 


54. The Inspector states that the total number of days work 
done in all the Board Schools was 9,088, the greatest yet attained, 
which gives an average of 207 to each. The percentage of 
passes is almost exactly the same as for the preceding year, viz., 
78°9, as against 79 in 1898, and in other respects he considers 
that there has been no falling off. 


55. The Inspector complains of the slackness exhibited in en- 
forcing attendance at school under the Compulsory Clauses of the 
Education Act. “Evidently,” he writes, “a considerable pro- 
‘portion of the teachers shirk the trouble and unpleasantness 
“ involved in the discharge of this part of their duty,” and he is 
strongly of opinion that the distance limit of one mile and a 
half is unsuited to the conditions which prevail in this Colony ; 
that double the distance would inflict no hardship on children 
over eight years old, most of whom in travelling over the rough 
island roads would easily beat the average adult person who had 
been brought up under different conditions. 


56. The schools are conducted as nearly as possible on the 
same lines as those connected with the British and Foreign 
School Society, and the qualifications of the teachers and the 
results produced have much improved during recent years, but 
the conditions are unfavourable, and must so continue. The 
population being dispersed over the islands in many small 
settlements, often long distances apart, and connected—if at all 
—only by rugged ways through the bush, which become almost 
impracticable in wet weather, it follows that a comparatively 
large number of small schools must be maintained with natur- 
ally inferior organisation, and giving increased openings fo 
irregularities. | 
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57. The amount spent on education last year was £4,800, show- 
ing a cost of 14s. 34d. for each name on the rolls, or £1 0s. 113d. 
for each pupil, if the calculation is based on the average 
attendance. 


58. Besides the Board Schools and Assisted Schools there are a 
considerable number of private schools, which are not Govern- 
ment institutions, and are not subject to inspection, as follows : — 


In connection with the Church of England there are 31 schools, 
with 1,647 scholars on the roll and in average attendance, of 
whom 818 are boys and 829 girls. Roman Catholic schools are 
four in number, with 481 scholars on the roll and in average 
attendance, of whom 133 are boys and 348 girls. 

Of private schools unconnected with any religious denomina- 
tion there are 28, with 456 scholars on the roll and in averagu 
attendance, of whom 198 are boys and 258 girls. 


59. The following is a summary :— 


paren | Boys. | Girls. | Total. 


| | 


eee ae Se 


Public schools... use nee | 2,954 2,818 5,772 


| 
4,596 4,712 | 9,308 
| 


Aided private schools... ove eee 493 459 | 952 
Charch of England Schools ___... ise 818 829 1,647 
Roman Catholic schools ... eve wee 133 348 481 
Private schools... ove eee 198 258 456 

| 

Total ies | 

| 


PART V.—_GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


GO. The institution called the New Providence Asylum con- 
sists of several separate buildings, for which ample space is 
found within an area of twenty acres, of which a large propor- 
tion is laid out as a park with shade trees—the principal block 
being approached through a handsome gateway and an avenue 
of casuarina trees. The new lunatic asylum, reserved for male 
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patients, of which the first stone was laid on the occasion of Her 
Majesty’s jubilee, was permanently occupied by the patients on 
the 20th June. It is a fine stone building of two stories, pro- 
vided with every possible convenience for the patient, and a 
worthy memorial of the auspicious event which it was designed 
to commemorate. The building which is applied to the uses 
of a poorhouse or infirmary is to be pulled down and a new 
building erected, with improved accommodation for the class 
of inmates who are not hospital patients. For the latter class 
nothing could be better designed or arranged than the build- 
ing which is set apart for their use, and when the new infirmary 
is built the institution, as a whole, will be unsurpassed in the 
West Indies. 


61. The hospital returns for 1899 show that at the close of 
the vear 1898 there remained in the asylum 141 cases, and in the 
course of the year 1899, 466 were admitted, an increase of 66 
over the admissions in 1898. The total number under treatment 
during the year was 608, and the daily average of persons within 
the institution 148. | 


62. There were 224 persons discharged during the year, of 
whom 75 were recovered, 122 relieved, and 27 without improve- 
ment, and the number of deaths was 94, 


63. There were 21 admissions to the lunatic asylum, 11 dis- 
charees, and 11 deaths. 


G4. The number of lepers continued to be much the same as 
in previous years, viz., ten; of whom six were males and four 


females. 


G5. The distribution at the close of the year was as follows: — 


In the hospital... ss .. 86 
» 99 infirmary ... eee ... 66 
» leper asylum sie .. 10 
» 5, lunatic asylum or wee OO 

Total en ve .. 14] 


66. The total expenditure on the Institution and on out- 
door relief to paupers in all the islands, as well as in New Pro- 
vidence, was £5,763 6s. 8d., of which £403 7s. 2d. was spent on 
medical and surgical requisites, and £122 13s. 10d. on alcoholic 
stimulants, and the remainder on maintenance of inmates, 
ealaries of officials, and out-door relief. 


67. The following tables show, Ist, the number of admissions, 
discharges, and deaths for the seven years from 1893 to 1899 
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inclusive; and, 2nd, the number of new patients attended to in BaHamas, 
the out-patients’ department, and the number of prescriptions —_ 1899. 
dispensed for the five years from 1895 to 1899 inclusive: — —— 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the ADMISSIONS, DISCHARGES, 
and Dreatus, for the YEARS 1893 to 1899 (inclusive). 


hee 


Year. Admitted. Discharged. Died. Remaining. 
1893 .. 254 | 142 75 139 
1894 ... ; 289 206 103 128 
1895 331 233 93 133 
1896 ... 404 292 108 137 
1897 ... 427 341 83 140 
1898 ... 400 298 100 i42 
1899 ... 466 373 94 - 441 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the NumBER of NEW 
PaTIENTS and the NuMBER of Prescriptions Dis- 
PENSED in the OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENT for the LAST 
Five YEarRs. 


-_— — ee 


Year. New Patients. Prescriptions. [ 
1895 4,628 12,081 
1896 4,326 8,930 
1897 3,191 6,291 
| 1898 3,768 6,258 
| 1899 3,699 9,326 
! 
| 
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68. The Savings Bank is a Government institution attached to 
the General Post Office, and is kept by the postmaster and chief 
clerk at the Nassau Post Office. The deposits are limited to 
£200 for any one person, and £40 in any single year. The rate 
of interest allowed on deposits is 2} per cent., and the amount of 
invested funds £12,415 19s. 11d. in stock purchased for 
£12,375 7s. 4d. 


The following tabular statement will show the amount of 
business transacted :— 


Total Amount: 


Number of Amount of Amount of . 
Year. Depositors on Deposits Withdrawals evs one a 
| 31st December.| during Year. | during Year. Sie Daca bar. 
£ £ £ 
1897 ase 1,051 4,157 4,041 9,523 
1898... 1,107 4,806 4,144 10,415 


1899... 1,240 7,205 4,822 13,060 


PART VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


69. The police returns show that 484 persons were reported 
by them in the course of the year, and 433 persons arrested, 
amongst which were 99 cases of fighting in the streets, eight of 
cutting and wounding, 27 of assaults on the police, and 171 of 
profane and indecent language or conduct. 


The warrants issued numbered 156, and of these 137 were 
executed. 


70. The total number of persons committed to prison in 1899 
was 198, of which number 144 were men, 48 women, and six 
juveniles; 40 persons were committed for safe custody only, the 
remaining 158 for purposes of penal imprisonment. 


71. Of the 158 persons punished with imprisonment 79, or 
exactly half the number, had been previouslv convicted, 50 being 
habitual offenders with three or more previous convictions against 
them. 
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1%. The sanitary condition of the prison was reported good, and Bauamas, 


the number of cases in which imprisonment caused the physical 
improvement of the prisoner was very remarkable. 


eae 


anes | 1899. Sf tae | 1898, 
age oe ee 
Daily average number in prison... a5 “8 50°96 52°71 
Number of admissions to hospital sie 21 
Daily average on sick list ses 0°65 2°08 


73. The following is a statement of punishments inflicted: — 


Reversions of diet aes ai se Jes: 20 
Solitary confinement... a we 41 
Solitary confinement in crank cell . w. 82 
Forfeiture of industrial marks sea .. 5 
Whipping—adults os sae oe ore | 
Whipping—juveniles sia ss ee 


«4. The men are employed in road-making, breaking stones 
and pumping water ; the women in washing and mending clothes, 
and cooking ; there were two escapes of prisoners working out- 
side, but both were recaptured. Of the whole number of prisoners 
69 men and 20 women were unable to read or write. 


75. The Prison Committee report respecting their expenditure 
as follows: — 


mc RR 


| Ist January Ist July 
to to 
| 30th June. 3ist December. 
' £ 3s. da. £ os. ad. 
Expenses of Nassau prison... ses 465 3 1 526 18 0 
Expenses of out-island prisons sas 66 0 0 7711 «2 
Remitted to Crown Agents for prison 92 17 7 


stores. 


Making a total expenditure of | £1,228 9s. 10d. | for the year. 
76. The number of persons brought before the magistrates’ 
courts by arrest, warrant, or summons was 2,018, of whom 


182 were discharged for want of prosecution, 464 acquitted, 49 
committed for trial, and 1,823 summarily convicted. 
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77. The sentences in the magistrates’ courts comprisdd in 
1,276 cases the infliction of a fine, in 139 cases sentence of im- 
prisonment in default of payment of fine, in 152 cases peremp- 
tory imprisonment, in 55 cases whipping, and in 201 cases bind- 
ing over with or without sureties, or other trivial punishment. 


78. The following comparative table, comprising the period 
of four years from 1896 to 1899, shows the number of persons 
brought before the magistrates by arrest or summons, also of 
persons committed for trial in the Superior Courts, the number 
convicted of criminal offences, distinguishing offences against 
the person from those against property, the number of convic- 
ao and acquittals in the Inferior and in the Superior 

ourts :— 


1896. | 1897. 1898. 1899. 


Apprehended by the police or sum- { 2,820 | 2,605 | 2,468 | 2,508 
. moned before the magistrates. 


Number of summary convictions :— 
For offences against the person... 251 270 238 246 
For predial larceny sae see 46 33 48 37 


For offences against property, 78 69 78 80 
other than predial larceny. 


For other offences rr woe | 1,584 1,399 1,451 1,466 


The number of convictions in the 
Superior Courts :— 


For offences against the person... 11 5 13 10 
For predial larceny see ees 1 — — — 
For offences against property, 20 7 20 15 


other than preedial larceny. 


For other offences ‘ai ee 6 _ — 1 


The number of persons acquitted -— 
In the Inferior Courts ... ase 576 509 392 464 
In the Superior Courts ... gad 14 17 16 21 
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PART VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. 


«Y. There were 2,310 births during the year and 1,388 deaths 
—an excess of births over deaths of 922. The average rate per 
thousand is for births 48°5, and for deaths 29°1. The estimated 
number of inhabitants at the end of 1898 was 53,787. and is now 
estimated at 54,709. 


Pusuic HEALTH. 


80. The Medical Inspector reported that the public health was 
good, no infectious disease having appeared, the ordinary au- 
tumnal fevers having been unusually limited in prevalence and 
mild in type, and the general sanitary condition very satis- 
factory; the water supply from springs and cisterns abundant, 
and drainage good. 


CLIMATE. 


Rainfall. 


81. The rainfall for the year amounted to 53°01 inches, of 
which more than one-third fell in the month of August, during 
or after the hurricane of the 11th and 12th August. The aver- 
age rainfall for the last seventeen years has been 50°82 inches, 
the largest recorded being for the year 1887, amounting to 79°41, 
and the smallest, for the year 1882, amounted to 25°54. 


82. The rainy season lasts from about 15th May to the 15th 
November, the climate during the rest of the year being generally 
dry, relieved by showers occasionally, eight to ten weeks some- 
times elapsing without rain. 


Tem perature. 


83. The temperature throughout the Colony is very equable, 
and violent sudden changes are not of frequent occurrence, but 
in the winter season the temperature may fall twenty or thirty 
degrees very quickly when the wind shifts from south to north- 
west. 


84. The winter shade temperature averages about 70° Fahr.. 
the lowest recorded reading having been observed on 14th 
February, 1899, when 52°7° was registerel—coincident with a 
cold wave which swept over Florida. 


85. The summer temperature ranges from 80° to 90°, seldom 
varying more than five degrees between mid-day and midnight, 
and the nights are very oppressive owing to the calm which falls 
at sunset and lasts until 9 a.m. 
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Direction and Force of Wind, 


86. Easterly winds are the most prevalent, either from due 
east or from some point north or south of east, gradually veer- 
ing to south. South winds are hot, damp, and oppressive at any 
time of the year, but more especially in the summer time. The 
north-west winds which necanoaalls blow during the winter 
months are healthy and invigorating, but they occur so seldom 
that they cannot be said to influence the climate. 


87. Any or all of the Bahamas islands are liable to find them- 
selves in the track of one of the great hurricanes which, rising 
far away near the Equator, pursue their devious course in a 
northerly direction; and such a hurricane struck a portion of 
the group last August, as will be more fully reported under 
Part X. 


88. Below is the return supplied by the Meteorological Office 
for the year :— 


Temperature. | Rainfall. _ Winds. 


7 a | 3. 

//# ¢] a. 2(8 /& 
Month. E be = 5 : | 8 Ee aE 9 
s {|g 8] & got ee ee 
* g 4 | | 8 w og | es 
S| S = Sei gah 
Fog cs . | g | 8 . 2 
Bes & a 3 | Q0 5 e oO baat 
S/#/2 3/2/28 /)/2) Ble|s 
ni _a| wn | a | 8 <j A 1d 

| ° ° ° °o 

January (1443 | — | 840/| 67:0 | 17:0 | 75:3 | 246 | 77:0 | E. | 65 
February | 147-0 | — | 87-0 | 530 340] 700] 1:09] 745/ 8. | 53 
March ... | 157-0 | — | 88:0 | 61:7 | 26:3 | 74:8 | 1:13} 60:5 | E. | 62 
April... {151-3 | — | 87:5 | 63:0 | 24:5 | 75°2| 2:76 | 65:0] E. | 7°8 
May... 115700 | — | 90:3 | 69:3 | 21:0 | 79:8 | 4:37| 64:0 | E. | 6-4 
June... | 1570 | — | 95:0 | 742 | 20:8] 84:6 | 273 | 680 | E. | 6-2 
July... | 1610 | — | 93:0 | 75:0 | 180] 84:0, 4:42] 780 | E. | 5-0 
August ... |158'7 | — | 93:0 | 70:0 | 23-0 | 81°5 |19'33; 665 | E. | 5°2 
September | 1587 | — | 92:7 | 71:0 | 21-7 | 81:7 | 362 | 70°0/| E. | 41 
October... | 154°7 | — | 93-0 | 70:0 | 23:0 | 81:5 6:60! 70:0 |NE] 6-0 
November | 1427 | — | 88:7 $60 22-7 | 77-3 | 2:70] 75:0 | NE] 7:3 
December | 141°7 | — | 83:0 a) E. | 7-1 


28°3 | 68°38 | 1:80; 74°5 
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PART VIII—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


89. The total postal revenue was £2,465 13s. 7d., and the ex- 
venditure for salaries, wages, and all expenses of postal service 
within the Colony was £2,012 3s. Expenditure within the 
Colony includes the subsidies paid to sailing vessels by which 
postal communication is kept up with all the island districts, 
at a cost of £1,086 10s. 


90. On reference to the following statement of the estimated 
total number of letters, &c., dealt with in 1899, it will be ob- 
served that correspondence with the United Kingdom is less 
than one-third of the whole, more than two-thirds being with 
the United States and other places :— 


External. | 


— Internal.) United Kingdom. Other places. Total. 


baie = Sel ee aula adie et 
From. | To. | From. | To. 


Letters ... ... | 41,002 | 22,180 | 17,356 | 69,697 | 68,286 | 218,521 
Post-cards 2, 258 469 242) 1,712] 1,641 | 4,422 
Newspapers ...| 8,504, 16.577 5,712 | 23,581 8,067 | 62,441 


Book packets, sam- 7,135 | 18,167 817 | 23,670 | 2,262 | 52,051 
ples, and circulars. 


Parcels... so — 1,342 292 1,694 198 3.526 


"91. The following is a comparative statement (omitting frac- 
tions) of the amount of money order transactions in 1899 and 
the previous year, distinguishing the transactions with the 
United Kingdom from those with the United States and other 
countries : — | 


| 


Other Countries .. 


| Issued in Colony. Paid in Colony. 
1899. 1898. 1899. 1898, 
Countries. ! 
Paco eos Seer a: 
oe ie | ee ue Wee 
se S| 5s | @ 5S S| =) S| 
Zz 414; A 4 Zz |< 
| 
| | £ £ 
United Kingdom .. 655 | 929 "529 768 82 | 171 | 120 | 333 
United States an 1,159 | 1,415 | —739°—-«| 781 | 166 | 621 | 136 | 318 


57 35 47 37 | 107 38 | 126 
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92. The Government cable from Nassau to J upiter, in Florida, 
where it connects with the Western Union Company’s system, 
is reported as continuing still in excellent electrical condition, as 
shown by repeated tests and rapid daily working. The revenue 
for 1899 was £1,258 2s. 1d., and the working expenses £507 17s. ; 
but besides the local expenses the annual Colonial expenditure 
for the telegraph service includes the contribution to the repair 
fund, £700, the annual interest on the cable loan, £1,200, and the 
annual payment to the sinking fund, £630. The number of 
messayes sent was 1,546, and of messages received 1,448, makin 
the total number of messages passed over the wire 2,994, of which 
243 were sent to the United Kingdom, 190 were received from 


the United Kingdom, 1,303 were sent to other places, and 


1,258 were received from other places. 


PART IX.—MILITARY FORCES. 


93. The constabulary or semi-military Colonial force is weak 
in numbers, but as wages and cost of living rule two or three 
times higher in the Bahamas than in other West India Colonies 
their pay and allowances have to be proportionately higher than 
would be necessary in the Windward or Leeward Islands. 


94. Their present strength is one officer and 44 rank and file 
in barracks, and 16 rank and file living out of barracks, 
and 10 men stationed in the out-islands, giving a total of 71 
officers and men. 


95. There is also a system of employing persons engaged in 
ordinary pursuits as local constables, who receive £1 per month 
as remuneration for their services. There are 28 such “local 
constables,” as they are called; they are under the orders of 
the Resident Justices in the out-islands, and assist in keeping 
order, but follow their usual calling at most times. 


96. The Commandant reports that the old military barracks 
were evacuated and the men removed into the new barracks, which 
have recently been built for their reception. 


97. The general conduct of the men is stated to have been 
good; there were nine enlistments and four discharges. 


PART X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


THE HURRICANE OF 1899. 


98. In the month of August a hurricane of great destructive 
force passed over the Bahamas from south to north, occasioning 
in the islands which lay in or near its course much damage t» 
property on land and sea, and much loss of life by drowning. 
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99. It was the same hurricane which a few days earlier had 
wrought such havoc at Puerto Rico and Montserrat, and on the 
10th August a warning was received from the Weather Bureau, 
at Washington, that it was off the east end of Cuba, and re-curv- 
ing northwards. On the 11th the weather at Nassau was wet 
and tempestuous, and a further warning was received from 
Washington that the hurricane was approaching Nassau. 


100. By the aid of these timely warnings from Washington 
the inhabitants of Nassau had ample time for preparation, but 
it may well be doubted whether much would have been saved in 
“Ne town and harbour if such a hurricane had found the island 
directly in its path. 


101. By 10 p.m. on Friday the 11th, at Nassau, the wind, 
which had been increasing in violence since the morning, began to 
blow with hurricane force from the north-east, and continued all 
night; but on the morning of Saturday the 12th it veered to 
south-east, and, although the force was unabated, the barometer 
began to rise, and it became evident that the storm centre had 
passed to one side. 


102. On the morning of Sunday the 13th, the storm was over, 
and steps were immediately taken to ascertain the extent of 
the damage suffered, and relieve those who had become tempor- 
arily homeless and destitute. 


103. To that end a relief committee was appointed, and free 
rations issued, employment being given to all able-bodied persons 
of the labouring class in clearing the streets and roads, which 
were encumbered in every direction by fallen trees and boundary 
walls of loose stone and rubble, which are easily blown down in 


a gale. | 


104. That portion of the people living on the reverse side 
of the ridge which faces the harbour suffered chiefly from the 
mass of water which, having no outlet, and not having as yet 
had time to sink through the porous soil, flooded that quarter of 
the town during several davs, but the people were very chari- 
table tn one another, and those whose homes were temporarily 
flooded or permanently destroyed were taken in and housed by 
their more fortunate neighbours. 


105. There was every reason to fear that other islands had 
suffered more than New Providence, and the relief committee 
sent out three schooners loaded with provisions, under competent 
persons, with orders to proceed to Andros and Exuma, and to 
search all the uninhabited cays for ship-wrecked spongers. 


106. Not many days passed before sad tales of disaster began 
to arrive, which were soon afterwards confirmed by the gentle- 
men who had been sent out to organise the relief; and it soon 
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appeared that the people of Andros were the greatest sufferers, 
the hurricane having passed central over the northern end of 
that island, and it was here, in the shallow seas, coral reefs, and 
mangrove swamps of a settlement called Red Bay that the 
greatest loss of life occurred, for the whole sponging fleet, ex- 
cepting a few vessels belonging to Abaco, was in pursuit of its 
usual avocations, and had no warning of the approach of the 
storm, nor had the sailors any experience of cyclonic storms to 
guide their actions. 


107. Consequently, many who were in comparative safety 
mistook the calm which denotes the vortex of a cyclone for 
the end of an ordinary storm, and spread themselves over the 
mud flats and reefs, seeking to save the sponge, and when the 
wind and waves returned with terrific force from the opposite 
quarter, they were overwhelmed and drowned without a chance 
of escape, very few bodies being recovered either here or else- 
where; two or three caught and held by the mangrove bushes, 
and one found in the hold of a wrecked vessel, were buried; the 
remainder being carried by tides and currents to the open sea. 


108. There were seven settlements in the north of Andros in 
which 267 buildings were destroyed, groves of cocoanut trees 
laid flat, and crops wasted ; and the population, numbering about 
1,465 persons, were, at first, reported to be panic-stricken, but 
on the arrival and organisation of relief quickly rallied, and the 
houses, which were mostly of the cheapest construction, consist- 
ing of mud or rubble walls and thatched roofs, were soon replaced 
or repaired. 


109. In the island of Exuma 77 buildings, of the same kind 
as described above, were blown down or damaged; 37 schooners 
and sloops wrecked, and 64 persons drowned along the shores; 
but the other large inhabited islands, Inagua, Eleuthera, San 
Salvador, Rum Cay, Watling’s Island, Long Cay, and Acklin’s 
Island, either escaped altogether or with very trifling loss. 


110. Relief works were continued at Exuma and Andros for 
two or three months, but, before the end of the year, the labouring 
population had resumed their ordinary occupations, and but for 
the unprecedented loss of life and the material losses suffered 
by the sponging industry, the hurricane of August, 1899, might 
soon have passed out of mind. 


111. When the returns were finally made up, it was shown that 
259 persons (men and boys) had been drowned; and 264 sloops 
and schooners wrecked, of which 57 were totally lost, 67 shghtly 
damaged, and 197 badly damaged, with an estimated loss to 
the owners of £16,000. The total expenditure by the Govern- 
ment on relief was £2,036. 
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112. The history of the storm is one of remarkable interest, 
having its commencement farther to the eastward, and its dura- 
tion longer than any hurricane ever yet reported to the Hydro- 
graphic Office at Washington. 


113. In the Pilot Chart of the North Atlantic Ocean, published 
at Washington September Ist, 1899, the track appears upon the 
chart as No. V., showing the position of the centre of the storm 
from August 7th to August 20th. 


114. But it was first encountered by the British s.s. “ Gran- 
gense,” from Para to Liverpool, in latitude 11° 51” N., longi- 
tude 35° 42” W., on the 3rd August, and the Hydrographic 
Office, discussing the log of that vessel, showing changes of wind 
and weather and barometrical readings, describes it as a “ little 
“storm which showed all the symptoms of a genuine West 
‘Indian hurricane undeveloped,’ further stating that the 
master of the vessel, Captain Spedding, who had been in that 
particular trade from Europe to the River Amazon many years, 
and others on board who had been long acquainted with those 
regions, had never experienced any weather of a cyclonic de- 
scription so far to the eastward before. 


115. On the 7th August, at 8 a.m., the hurricane was passing 
to N.E. of Dominica, and at 3 p.m. was central near Montserrat, 
causing terrible destruction in that island; before noon on the 
8th it had reached Puerto Rico, being central near Ponce at about 
noon, and was particularly destructive at that point and else- 
where along the southern coast; on the 9th, continuing in a 
north-westerly direction, the centre was off the north part of 
the island of Haiti; and on the 10th was reported northward of 
the eastern end of the island of Cuba, and re-curving to the 
north; thence, during the 11th August, passing over the Bahamas 
waters to the westward of the principal inhabited islands of the 
group, it reached the neighbourhood of Nassau on the 12th, 
being central over Red Bay, Andros Island; on the 13th the 
hurricane reached Jupiter, in Florida: and afterwards its path 
was parallel to the general trend of the American coast line, 
being most severe along the shore between Cape Lookout and 
Cape Henry, the centre there coming nearest to the main land. 
Vessels continued to report gales of hurricane force until the 
19th, and when last reported, on the afternoon of the 21st, the 
hurricane was near latitude 40° N., longitude 60° W., much 
weakened in energy. 


116. This storm travelled at the rate of twenty miles an hour 
from the 3rd to the 7th August; from Dominica to Puerto Ricu 
at sixteen miles; and between Puerto Rico and the coast of 
Florida, it slowed down to nine miles, and from August 16th 
to 19th to three miles an hour. 
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117. The storm area was small throughout the course of this 
hurricane, increasing slightly as it reached the American coast: 
the shape of the area being roughly elliptical, the major axis 
approaching the direction of the path of the storm. 


118. As regarda velocity, the ‘Scientific American,” in its 
number of 14th October, states from the records of the Weather 
Bureau Station at Hatteras that the greatest velocity occurred 
shortly after noon on August 17th, when the wind, which had 
been blowing at 70 miles an hour since four o’clock in the morn- 
ing, increased to 93 miles an hour, with extreme velocities of from 
120 to 140 miles an hour, at which time the anemometer cups 
were blown away, but the report states that the wind probably 
reached an even greater force from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. of that day. 


EMPLOYMENT OF BaAHamMas LABOURERS ON STEAM 
VESSELS, 


119. Steam-vessels continue to call at Inagua and at Fortune 
Island, Long Cay, to engage labourers for discharging and load- 


ing cargo at their ports of call, which include the ports of 


Jamaica; the principal ports of Haiti; Greytown and Blue- 
fields, in Nicaragua; Livingston, in Guatemala; Tampico, in 
Mexico; Santa Marta; Colon; Panama; Puerto Cortez; and 
Cape Gracias, Honduras; and the ports of Cuba, viz., Havana, 
Santiago, Daiquiri, Cienfuegos, and Nuevitas. 


120. There are British Consuls or Vice-Consuls at all of the 
above-named ports, and the engagements are all made under 
contract, under the supervision of the Resident Justices at Long 
Cay and Inagua respectively. 


121. The Resident Justice of Long Cay reports that during 
the year 1899 111 steamers entered the port for labourers, 
and 2,234 men were employed as deck hands for un- 
loading and loading cargoes at Jamaica, Haytien, Central 
American and Cuban ports; wages 2s. a day for ordinary hands, 
2s. 6d. for carpenters, and 2s. 11d. for foremen, with overtime 
per hour at the rate of 5d. Fifty men were also engaged under 
six months’ contracts for similar work at Panama, on the ships of 
the Panama Railroad Company, at much the same rates of wages. 


The amount disbursed by the steamship comnanies at Long 
Cay is reckoned up as follows :— 


a? 


oS) 
Amount of wages, 2.234 labourers ...  23,186°88 
Amount of one month’s advance to 50 men 
under contract to Panama _ Railroad _ 
Company — a vee ee (57°00 
Incidental expenses relating to shipping | 
the men ee me er ek 204'00 
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122. From the report of Mr. P. W. D. Armbrister, the Resi- 
dent Justice, it appears that 69 steamships called at Inagua out- 
ward bound from American ports during the year, and engaged 
2,952 labourers, of whom 2,188 were engaged for work on board 
ship, and 764 for work on docks or railways on the mainland. 
The Resident Justice furnishes the following detailed informa- 
tion :—"* Labourers on steam-vessels are required to perform any 
“work they may be called upon to do. Pay of foremen $1 to 
$1:25 a day; common labourers 50 cents, and on Sundays 
“double pay. Ten hours constitute a day’s work; overtime 
“ten cents an hour. In addition to pay the men are supplied 
‘with food. Pay begins upon embarkation, and ceases upon the 
‘dav of their return to Inagua. About 25% may be added to 
“the above-mentioned rates of pay as the average earnings 
“for overtime and Sunday work. Vovages last from ten to forty 
“‘days, according to destination of ship.” 


123. Regarding work on shore Mr. Armbrister states: “‘ Three 
* hundred men are working for the Mexican Central Railway 
*““Company at Tampico, Mexico, principally in loading and dis- 
**charging ships and freight-cars; ordinary labourers receive 
“$16 per month, with free board and lodging, as well as the 
‘usual amount for overtime and Sunday work; foremen re- 
‘ceive about double the pay of ordinary labourers; the average 
‘cash earnings of the men exceed $20 a month each. 
“One hundred and fifty of these men have made an arrange- 
‘““ment with the Company to remit half of their wages to the 
““TInagua agent monthly. They have signed articles for one year. 
“About four hundred men are engaged in the mahogany dis- 
“trict of Nicaragua, wood-cutting, for George D. Emery, of 
‘Boston, U.S. The contracts are for nine months each. One 
‘hundred and eight men also are at work in Guatemala, cutting 
“mahogany for an English company, represented by W. P. 
“Shadbolt, of Livingston, Guatemala; terms of service, twelve 
“‘months; wages in Nicaragua and Guatemala are about the 
‘“‘same as the labourers in Mexico receive. One hundred and 
“fifteen men were employed during a part of the year in iron 
“mines, at Daiquiri, Cuba, but all returned several months ago, 
“the work not being found congenial.” | 


124. The steamers upon which the majority of the men are 
engaged are those of the Cameron Line, Munson Line, Tweedie 
Trading Company, and of George D. Emery, but occasional 
steamers also emplov a considerable number of men. 


PusLic Works. 


125. A sum of £3,004 7s. 2d. was spent on providing new 
barracks for the constabulary, in the place of the military bar- 
racks, which were destroyed to make room for the new Colonial 
Hotel. The new barracks are solidly constructed of cut white 
stone, on a design very similar to that of the military barracks, 
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and are situated on the top of the ridge immediately outside of 
the gaol wall. There are also separate houses built as quarters. 
for the Commandant and Sergeant-Major. The Government 
House also received a new slate roof in place of the old and de- 
Ue ae and was also repaired and painted at a total cost: 
0 8. 


FuTurRE Prospects oF TRADE. 


126. These were never more promising than at present, and. 
there is room for the investment of capital in such enterprises. 
as the fibre trade and the fruit trade, but the people of the 
Bahamas would like to see their fruit trade emancipated from 
the shackles of the heavy American imnort duties. 


127. The following is an estimate of the amount of the duties 
levied on Bahamas fruit products last year, kindly furnished by 
the U.S. Consul : — 


$ 
On pine-apples i ... 27,600 
On oranges __.... Sg ez 1,200 
On pomelo fruits si 24s 500 
On canned pine-apples_... - 8,400 


making a total of $37,700. 


128. Duties levied on sponges were estimated to have reached’ 
the sum of $47,151 dollars, but it is understood that this trade 
can take care of itself, markets in Europe being always open to 
take any quantities of the product at relatively higher profits to. 
the seller than the American market offers. 


129. With such aspirations making themselves felt in the 
public mind, and becoming more audibly expressed as time goes 
on, itis unfortunate that the Colony has just parted with $33,000° 
worth of duties on American produce, without waiting for nego- 
tiations, thus leaving a very small margin of reductions possible. 
in the future. 


GENERAL CONDITION OF THE COLoyy. 


130. This is much more prosperous than it was five years ago, | 
and the social condition of the people is improved Many 
causes have contributed to this desirable end, and chief amongst 
them may be mentioned the large amount of money spent in. 
the place by the East Coast Florida Company whilst their big 
hotel was building; the influx of tourists during the winter | 
months from Florida by steamers three times every week, and 
the general impetus to trade given by the new American. 
connection. 

J. S. Cuurcai11, 
Colonial Seeretary. 
20th June, 1900. 
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ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year 
202 . Barbados sn 1898 
263 Falkland Islands | 9 
204 Gambia ... : . 9 
265 ° St. Helena ; a4 . 
266 Leeward Islands sive ” 
267 | St. Lucia vee ” 
265 Fiji eee 9 
269 . Turks and Caicos Islands aa: | 9 
270 : Malta... Se | ‘ 
271 =~, Gold Coast . ” 
272 =| Trinidad “4 
273 ~=| Sierra Leone ” 
274 | Ceylon ... ve ns 
275 =~, British Solomon Islands | 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar.. -s | 1898 
2717 Bahamas.. 9 
278 British Honduras is | a 
279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues | ” 
280 | Grenada ea ; ‘5 
281 | St. Vincent : ” 
282 . Hong Kong , f 
283 | Jamaica ... ; | 1898-99 
284 | Lagos... ' 1898 
285 Se, chéllcs at | 7 
286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands . 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements © 1898 
283 | Basutoland 1808-09 
239 | Niger Coast Protectoaate igh? 4 
290 ° British Guiana . . 1897-98 & 
; 1898-99 
291 | Falkland Islands 1s99 
292 | British New Guinea 1898-99 
293 | Bermuda | 1399 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast... Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand Forests. 
& | Sierra Leone Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada Emigration. 
> | Bahamas Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong Bubonic Plague. 
q | Newfoundland Mineral Resources. 
8 | Western Pacific British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica ... Agriculture. 
10: Virgin Islandg Condition during 1897. 
ll | Grenada Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla . ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
13 | Cook Islands «.. | Trade, 1899. 
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No. 294. | BaRBADOs 


BARBADOS. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 262.) 


Governor Sm J. S. Hay to Mr. CHamperiarn. 


Government House, 


10th May, 1900. 
Sir, 


I wave the honour to transmit six copies of the Blue 

Book of the Colony, together with a copy of a letter from the 

Colonial Secretary covering his Report thereon for the year 1899. 
T have, &c., 


J.S. Hay. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Barbados, 
9th May, 1900. 


Sim, 
I nave the honour to enclose my Report upon the Colony 
of Barbados for the year 1899. 
I have, &., 
Ratpo WI1iaMs, 
Colonial Secretary. 
His Excellency 
Sim J. S. Hay, K.C.M.G., &., &c., &e. 
6146*—75—6/1900 Wt 24600 D&S—5 A2 
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BLUE BOOK REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1899. 


FINANCIAL. 


(A.) REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Revenue. 


The total Revenue of the Colony for the year 1899 was 
£216,022. The estimated Revenue was £172,461, showing that 
Revenue received exceeded Revenue estimated by £43,561. 


The Revenue for 1898 was £182,682. Therefore the Revenue 
for 1899 exceeded the Revenue for 1898 by £33,340. 


It is necessary to explain this. 


In 1899 the Imperial Government gave the Colonial Govern- 
ment a grant of £40,000 to restore damage done by the hurricane 
in 1898. 


It follows then that had it not been for this grant the Revenue 
for 1899 would have amcunted, not to £216,022, but to £176,022, 
which is £6,660 less than the Revenue for 1898. 


It is necessary to bear this in mind in considering the financial 
condition of the Colony. 


A few increases and decreases need comment. 


Customs shows a decrease of receipts amounting to £2,389, 
due principally to a falling off in “tonnage and import dues.” 


The falling off in “tonnage” is mainly due to a short crop of 
sugar in 1899, as compared with 1898, amounting to 7,300 hogs- 
heads, while the falling off in “imports” was due to general 
circumstances. 


Port and Harbour shows a decrease of £841. 


Excise (duty on rum) shows a decrease of £3,336, less rum 
having been made in 1899. 


Post Office shows a decrease of £1,936, due largely to the 
adoption of Imperial penny postage, and partly to a lesser sale of 
stamps; sales having been very brisk to collectors in 1898, con- 
sequent on the Jubilee issue, the printing of which has now 
been discontinued. 
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Reimbursements in aid show an increase of £1,449, which is BarBapos, 
principally due to money repaid ,by the Imperial Government  -1899. 
to the Colony in respect of expenditure previously incurred by =~ 
the Colony for agricultural experiments. 


Interest shows a decrease of £666. This is consequent on 
the capital sum still available for waterworks construction being 
gradually lessened by continuous expenditure. 


Special receipts. With this item I have already dealt. It 
includes the free grant of £40,000. 


The following are the receipts under the principal heads of 
Revenue for the past five years. 


an 1895. | 1896. |} 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 
| 


£ £ | £ £ £ 
Customs... ... vse | 82,529 | 104,191 | 106,880 | 106,709 | 104,370 


Port and harbour ... oan 3,239 3,787 4,235 3,972 3.130 


Excise wee eee | 25,666 | 27,401 ' 32,296 | 32,461 | 29,194 
| 

Licences...  .. = | 6,012 | 5,869! 5622] 5385] 5,466 

Police tax... ae eae 3,603 3,880 | 3,893 4,050 3,811 
| 


Fees and fines and fees of 4,67) 5,547 5,111 5,297 5,875 
office. 


Post Office ... ies sa 6,594 7,218 8,048 8,190 6,253 
Miscellaneous ss ao 7,734 9,052 9,169 7,042 | 47,926 
Water works vee | 6.257 | 10,827 1 9,522 | 9,576 | 10,062 
| ! 
Total dae » | 146,315 | 177,032 | 184,706 | 182,682 | 216,017 
Expenditure. 


The total actual Expenditure for 1899 was £207,883. 


The estimated Expenditure for 1899 was £176,189. Thus 
actual Expenditure exceeded estimated expenditure by £31,694. 


The Expenditure for 1898 was £185,840. -Thus the Expen- 
diture for 1899 exceeded the Expenditure for 1898 by £22,043. 


The explanation previously given as to the Revenue is also 
applicable to Expenditure. 
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Baxsapos, Account must be taken of the following extraordinary items 


1899, 


of expenditure consequent on the hurricane : — 


Repairs to telephones... sie sie 53 
Rebuilding labourers’ huts ‘ne .-. 28,099 


Repairs to schools ... 7 ae w. 2,529 
Repairs to swing bridge ... ~ sae 269 
Salary of special engineer ... oo 6 212 
Building of temporary bridge... bee 146 
Repairs to public buildings __... vee 103 
Relief to hurricane sufferers... ate 32 

Amounting in all to ... abe .» 81,443. 


If, therefore, we eliminate this amount from Expenditure, it 
would indicate that the Expenditure of the Colony on its normal 
lines amounted, not to £207,883, but to £176,440, that is to say, 
to £9,400 less than the Expenditure for 1898. 


The principal increases and decreases which appear to need 
comment are as under: — 


The Governor’s Department shows a decrease of £289, due to 
lesser cost of repairs to Government House and to partially 
lapsed salary of the Private Secretary. 


The Colonial Secretary’s department shows a decrease of £102, 
due partly to the working of the Retrenchment Act and partly 
to official economy. 


The Colonial Treasurer’s department shows a decrease of £161, 
mainly due to the reduction of the salary of the new Colonial 
Treasurer from £1,000 to £600 annually. 


Customs shows an increase of £745, due to increased drawbacks 
on goods exported. 


Post Office shows a decrease of £456. In 1898 the Post 
Office had to incur the cost of the Jubilee “dies” and printing. 
This, of course, did not recur in 1899. A lesser sum was also 
paid in 1899 in respect to gratuities for ships’ letters. 


Public Market shows an increase of £396, due to the partial 
erection of the new market building. 


Fire Brigade shows an increase of £68, due to repairs to Fire 
Brigade stations. 


Lighthouses show a decrease of £163. In 1898 repairs con- 
sequent on the hurricane caused expenditure on this head to be 
exceptionally high. 
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Legal departments show a decrease of £472, due partly to a8 Barsanos, 
reduction in a police magistrate’s salary, partly to a lesser ex- = 1899, 
penditure on witnesses, but mainly to a lesser cost of Circuit —~ 
Court of Appeal, which latter was very heavy in 1898. 


Police shows a decrease of £641, due to a saving in clothing 
and fewer repairs to police stations. 


Prisons show a decrease of £129, due to discontinuance of the 
cooperage work, which did not pay. 


Kcclesiastical shows a decrease of £988, due chiefly to the 
vacancy in the office of Bishop and the partial vacancy in the 
rectory of St. Joseph. 


Education shows an increase of £332. It appears that a 
portion of the grants due for 1898 were not drawn, while all 
grants were drawn in 1899. 


Medical departments show an increase of £972, due to the 
greater cost of provisions, &c., for the Lunatic Asylum and 
Lazaretto, and also to the expenditure of £200 for an improved 
water service for the Lazaretto. 


Water works show an increase of £1,089, due to increased 
pumping to serve the new high level system, as well as consequent 
on the exceptional drought of 1899. 


Pensions show an increase of £438, due to ordinary causes. 


Subsidies and grants show a decrease of £226, due simply 
to the various periods at which payment was made. 


Miscellaneous shows an increase of £24,479, due to the ex- 
traordinary expenditure out of the free grant of £40,000. 


To summarise :— 


£ 
Revenue for 1899 was ... sak ... 216,022 
Expenditure for 1899 was ve ... 207,88: 
Showing an excess of Revenue over 
Expenditure of ... sae fe 8,139 


But in the above connexion it must not be forgotten that this 
balance is practically hypothecated for the rebuilding of bridges 
and repairs to Pier Head, which work is actually in progress and 
well advanced. 


Thanks to the aid of the Imperial Government, the Colony 
has held its own fairly well, and apart from extraordinary con- 
ditions the normal revenue and expenditure have fairlv balanced, 
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apog, but the prospects of trade at the conclusion of 1899 augur some- 


what ill for the Colony financially in 1900. 
The total Expenditure for the last five years was as follows: — 


£ £ £ £ £ 
152,029 184,020 172,551 185,840 207,883 


(B.) Taration. 


No change in taxation has been made in 1899. 


(C,) Assets and Liabilities, 


£ 
Assets on the 31st of December 1899, 
amounted to ... ... 26,989 
Liabilities on the same date aniounted to .. 1,187 
Showing a balance of ‘Assets over Liabilities 
of 25,852 


(D.) Public Debt. 


The Public Debt on the 3lst of December, 1899, was £414,000, 
being £375,000 for water works and £39,000 for public works. 


There was no increase of the Public Debt during the year 
1899. 


The amounts to the credit of the Sinking Funds on the same 
date were :— 


£ 
Water Works Loan ... eae .. 17,734 
Public Works Loan ... Sane ... 19,476 


(.) Currency. 


English money is in universal use, and all Government ac- 
counts are kept in sterling. 

Merchants for the most part keep their accounts in American 
currency. 

The Colonial Bank is the only bank in the Colony. All 
Government accounts are kept there. The notes of this bank are 
in general use. 
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(F.) Public Works. 


The total expenditure under this head amounts to £3,/40 for 
1899. | 


No work was done on the wharf walls, nor was there any dredg- 
ing of the Careenage, there being no dredger during a large 
part of the year, and the dredger, when it did arrive being 
required for bridge restoration. 


The most important works under construction were the swing 
bridge, the pier head, and the building of the new market, work 
en which was begun late in the year 1899. 


(G.) Public Works.—“ Waterworks Construction,” 


The construction and extension of the water works has been 
continued at a cost, in 1899, of £10,570. 


It was expected that the construction, so far as present ap- 
proved plans go, would have been finished by the end of 1899, 


but some work still remains to be done. 


(H.) Public Works.— Waterworks Maintenance.” 


The total expenditure under this head for the year 1899 
amounted to £25,105. As against this the water works earned 
in 1899, from all sources, a sum of £10,062, so that the working 
results show a loss of £15,043. 


But in return for that deficiency the Colony effectively dis- 
tributes free water to about 180,000 persons, scattered over the 
whole Island, at a cost to the Colony of (say) 1s. 8d. per head. 


It also maintains a service (on payment) for trade houses and 
private houses of the better classes, and supplies the shipping 
as well as the Naval and Military Services. 


(1.) Pensions, 


The total amount of payments made in respect to pensions to 
public officers amounted in 1899 to £6,262, as compared with 
£5,824 in 1898. 


This includes not only pensions paid to retired officers, but 
also payments made under the Pensions Act of 1890 on behalf 
of officers actually serving. 


The increase is mainly due to the pensioning off of the 
rector of St. Joseph and the senior police magistrate of Bridge- 
town. 


BARBADOS, 
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IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(A.) Imports “AND Exports. 


Imports. 


The total value of the imports of the Colony in 1899 amounted 


to £998,006, as compared with £1,058,885 in 1898, showing a 


falling off in value of £60,879. 


Imports valued at £429,147 came from the United Kingdom 
as compared with £428,063 in 1898, at £135,417 from British 
Colonies as compared with £205,232 in 1898, and at £433,441 
from foreign countries as compared with £425,590 in 1898. 


The following is a comparative table for the five years from 
1895 to 1899 inclusive : — 


Year rota, | ried | British | Foreign 
1895 956,921 301,434 184,154 381,833 
1896 1,048,887 467,649 181,644 399,594 
1897 1,008,699 474,622 182,829 351,248 
1898 1,058,885 428,063 205,232 425,590 
1899 998,007 429,148 135,417 433,441 


From this it will be seen that our imports from the United 
Kingdom have hardly varied, our imports from British colonies 
have fallen off to the value of about £60,000, and our imports 
from foreign countries have increased about £8,000. 


The loss of value of £60,000 on imports from British colonies 
is due principally as under :— 


£ 
From Calcutta __- Rice say 16,000 
From British Lumber 5» 9,000 
North Ameren Fish 9» 20,700 
Flour 3» 3,800 
From British Coffee » 2,673 
West Indies | Wines in wood ,, 1,050 
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The great falling off in rice and fish argues that the poor find 
it harder to live than heretofore, these articles, in addition to 
sweet potatoes and corn meal, being usually used by them. 


The imports from foreign countries are mainly from the United 
States, but inasmuch as imports from that country actually 
show a falling off of about £4,000, we must look elsewhere for the 
increase in respect to ‘‘ Foreign Countries,” and we find it mainly 
in the increased import of manures from Peru and Brazil. 


Incidental to imports I draw attention to the entry which shows 
imports from Germany as valued at £957. In my opinion 
this is fallacious. For instance, a shipment of goods 
comes from a_ British manufacturer, with a British in- 
voice, on a British ship, from a British port. The 
Invoice makes no mention of the origin of the goods, 
in default of which they appear as British goods. If 
they are marked either “made in Germany” or “made 
abroad,’”’ and the cases are closely examined, all is well, but I 
am informed that considerable quantities of goods come which 
are undoubtedly made in Germany, but without any marks. 
These goods having passed through England in bond, are not, 
I gather, examined there, so that, when re-shipped to us under a 
' British invoice they come to us as British goods. 


It would be advantageous to us as well as to other colonies 
if British exporters were compelled to invoice their goods, with 
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their country of origin. We should then be able to collect a — 


duty which is impossible now, Germany would not derive the 
advantage of the most favoured nation treatment without giving 
us anything in return, and the British manufacturer and work- 
man would be protected from an unjust competition. 


The same remarks would, in a far lesser degree, apply to 
France, but in this respect the class of goods is more easily 
identified and traceable. 


Exports. 


The total value of the exports of the Colony in 1899 amounted 
to £845,590, of which £610,405 represented produce of the 
Colony, and £235,185 British, foreign, and other produce in trans- 
sit and through bond, as compared in 1898 with a total value of 
exports amounting to £769,231, of which £542,483 represented 
produce of the Colony and £226,748 produce in transit and 
through bond. 


Thus there was an increase in 1899 of the total value of ex- 
ports amounting to £76,359, being made up of an increase in 
value of Barbadian products exported amounting to £67,922 and 
an increase in value of other exports amounting to £8,437. 
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This needs explanation, and I will deal with our local expor- 
tation first. 


Our Barbadian products are nearly entirely sugar and molasses. 


Sugar. 


In 1899 there were exported 43,907 tons of Muscovado 
sugar as compared with, in 1898, 52, 009 tons of Muscovado sugar, 
and 2,312 tons of dry sugar in 1899 as compared with 1,566 
tons of dry sugar in 1898. So that 1899 shows a falling off in 
quantity of Muscovado sugar amounting to 8,102 tons, while it 
shows an increase in quantity of dry sugar of 746 tons. The 
crop therefore was as a whole not nearly as good in 1899 
as in 1898; but its value was sensibly greater. 


£ 

In 1899 43,907 tons of Muscovado ue 

valued at £10 per ton realised 439,070 
In 1898 52,009 tons of Muscovado ee 

valued at £8 per ton realised 416,072 
Showing an appreciation of value in 1899 of 

Muscovado sugar amounting to. ... 22,998 
In 1899 2,312 tons of dry gs “salad 

at £15 per ton realised... 34,680 
In 1898 1,566 tons of dry sugar valued ‘ae 

£12 per ton realised ine 18,792 
Showing an appreciation of value in 1899 in 

dry sugar amounting to .. 15,888 
Thus there was an increase of value in 

Muscovado sugar amounting to ... 22,998 
An1 e of value in dry sugar amounting 7 

os se sie = aes ... 15,888 
Showing a total increase in value of exported 

sugar amounting to se ... 88,886 


Molasses. 


In 1899 there were exported 29,134 puncheons of molasses, as 
compared with, in 1898, 34,12 puncheons, so that in quantity 
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molasses shows a falling off in 1899 as compared with 1898 of Bansanos, 
4,989 puncheons, but in value it 1s otherwise. 1899. 


£ 
In 1899 29,134 puncheons of molasses 
valued at £3 15s. per puncheon realised... 109,252 


In 1898 .34,123 puncheons of molasses 
valued at £2 14s. 2d. per puncheon realised... 92,416 


Showing an increase in value of molasses in 


1899 as compared with 1898 amounting to... 16,886 


Thus there was— 


£ 
Increase in value of sugar... Nes ... 38,886 
Increase in value of molasses ... we wee ~=616,836 
Total increase in value of sugar and molasses... 55,722 


So that while there was an increase in value of 
Barbadian exports in 1899 amounting to £67,922, the above 
shows that £55,722 was due to increase in value on sugar and 
molasses, while a value of £12, ne was due to increase fom other 
sources, as follows: — 


Manjak, a lesser quantity nears but ata : 
higher value, increase... 2,297 
Vegetables ie see ade ... 4,309 
Hides ‘ ah Ba ise 705 
Lime a bs i .-- 1,882 
Oxen, cows, &c. 5 ss ae a “43229 
Swine ae she ahs 00 
Tamarinds Fe - soe oe 500 
Sundries = us ies = 1,283 
Showing further increases of bof .» 12,908 


As against this there are a few slight decreases, but the fore- 
going is sufficient to show why Barbados, in a bad crop season, 
shows a greater value in exportation of local produce. 
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The following table shows the destination of the exports of 
Barbados’ products for five years from 1895 to 1899, both in- 
clusive. This table does not deal with any export other than 
Barbadian products :— 


United British Foreign 


Year. Kingdom. | Colonies. | Countries. Total. 
£ £ £ £ 
1895 64,794 107,866 221,931 394,591 
1896 33,521 132,794 411,052 577,367 
1897 26,515 100,414 428,466 555,395 
1898 12,761 126,856 402,866 542,483 
1899 13,834 131,580 464,991 610,405 


There is no appreciable change in the destination of the pro- 
ducts, foreign countries, z.e., practically the United States of 
America, taking far the largest share; and it will be seen by this 
table how utterly dependent we are on the United States for 
our living. I have already pointed out that there was an in- 
crease in 1899 over 1898 of the value of exports other than Bar- 
badian exports amounting to £8,437. This is mainly due to 
the increase in the exports of manure, which increase amounts 


in value to £6,739. 
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(B.) MInEs, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 
Mines. 
_ There are no mines other than the workings from which manjak 
is obtained. 

Manjak or glance pitch is a bituminous substance which ap- 
pears to be of increasing value, inasmuch as, while in 1899 only 
1,026 tons were exported, valued at £4,617, 7.e., averaging 
£4 10s. per ton, in 1898, 1,160 tons were exported, valued at only 
£2,320, 2.¢., averaging £2 per ton. 

It is a pity that this substance cannot be obtained in greater 
quantity. It is constantly found, but rarely in sufficient quan- 
tity to justify a heavy expenditure. The veins, sometimes broad 


and promising remarkably well, suddenly fail and pinch out, 
having to be picked up again at much cost of dead work. 


Manufactures. 


There were seven rum distilleries at work in 1899, distilling 
in the aggregate 254,286 gallons of rum, of an approximate 
value (exclusive of duty) of 1s. 5d. per gallon. 

The exportation of rum in 1899 amounted to 25,415 gallons, 
which may be valued at an average of 1s. 6d. per gallon, of 
which 13,415 gallons were home made, and the balance foreign 
rum in transit. 

Exported rum is generally of a better class than that locally 
consumed. 

There is a sulphuric acid factory in the parish of St. James, 
the product of which is used for the manufacture of manures 
Tonatiy, the making of soda water, and the refining of rum. I 
am informed that about 7,000 gallons of this acid were ex- 
ported to British Guiana and Trinidad in 1899. 

There are two chemical manure mixing factories, both for 
local consumption and exportation to other islands: but most 
of the manure locally mixed is locally used. 

The materials are for the most part imported into Barbados, 
and a drawback is given on manure exported in respect to 
materials previously imported. 

T am informed that about 100 labourers are employed at this 
work. 

There is one cigar and tobacco factory on a small scale. 

There was but one ice factory in 1899. I am informed that 
its output was approximately 3,000 tons, most of which was 
locally consumed and sold to the shipping, although about 417 
tons was exported to the neighbouring islands. 

Generally speaking, the manufactures of Barbados are 
insignificant. 
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Fisheries. 


There is a large flying fish and general fishing industry, 
carried on mainly by the poorer classes. Approximately 250 
boats are employed, whose crews would number about 1,000 
persons. This industry also furnishes employment to a very 
large number of persons engaged in the sale of fish. Fish forms 
@ very important staple food to the poorer classes during a large 
part of the year. The whole of the fish taken is locally 


consumed. 


There are two very small whale fishing ventures, the joint 
exportation of which, in 1899, amounted to 264 barrels of oil, as 
compared with 193 barrels in 1898. 


(C.) AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL 
STATIONS. 

The production of sugar is practically the only important 
agricultural industry, and on it the Colony relies. Cereal and 
root crops are grown for local consumption, and are exported in 
smal] quantities, but not to an important extent. 


The Botanical Station, on its original small scale, is still 
carried on by the Colony, but practically all important botanical 
matters are now the province of Dr. Morris, the Imperial Com- 
missioner of Agriculture. 


(D.) Lanp GRants. 


There are no land grants. The condition of the sugar industry 
is such that it is difficult to estimate the value of land, and 
sales, when made, depend much on a number of ex- 
traneous matters unknown to the public. The Master 
in Chancery, whose experience is very great, is of 
opinion that the average value of plantation land for agri- 
cultural purposes is from £18 to £20 per acre, inclusive of 
‘buildings, machinery, stock, and growing crops. 


(ii.) SHippina. 


The total number of vessels which entered and cleared during 
the year 1899, in comparison with 1898, is shown in the follow- 
ing tables: — 


Entered, 


Sailing 
vessels. 


Steam 
vesse Ss. 


Total 
vessels. 


Total 
tonnage. 


Year. Tons. Tons. 


1898... 779 | 92,339 354 568,470! 1,133 | 660,809 
1899... 672 | 71,833 355 |560,720! 1,027 | 632,553 
6146 
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Cleared. 
Sailing Steam Total. Total 
Year. vessels, Tons. vessels. Tons. vessels, | tonnage. 
| 
1898... | 771 | 90,735 | 354 |568,470| 1,125 | 659,205 
1899 674 72,144 355 560,720 1,029 632,864 


The above returns show the number of vessels which have 
technically “entered” and “cleared,” but, as vessels have 24 
hours’ time allowance before they need “enter,” a larger number 


actually visit Barbados and transact business here than appear 


in the above returns. 


The details will be found in the Harbour Master’s re- 
turn on page 17 of the Blue Book, which shows a total of arrivals 
of 1,529 vessels, with a total tonnage of 908,995 tons. 


- The following tables give a comparative statement of shipping 
entered and cleared for five years from 1895 to 1899, both 
inclusive. 


Entered. 


Sailing Vessels. | Steam Vessels. Total. 


Tons. 


1,133 | 660,809 
| 


1895 : 739 sos 329 4993768 1,068 , 584,706 
| 

1896 i 798 20,430, 354 pad 1,152 631,549 

1897 | 812 _— 376 sT6007 1,188 | 669,267 

1898 779 ‘te 354 568,470 | 


1,027 632,553 
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Cleared. 


Sailing Vessels. | Steam Vessels. Total. 
Year 


No. Tons. 


1895 ...  ..| 736 | 84,777| 330 |500,418| 1,066 | 585,195 
1896 ...  ...{ 800 | 89,340] 355 |543127| 1,155 | 632,467 
1897 ...  ...| 819 | 90,188] 376 |576,507| 1,195 | 666,695 


1898 ...  ..| 771 | 90,735 | 354 |568,470| 1,125 | 659,205 


1899 eee eee 674 | 72,144 355 | 560,720 1,029 | 632,864 


III].— LEGISLATION. 


Forty-two Acts were passed in 1899. 


Act No. 15, of the 21st of March, was passed to enable planta- 
tion owners to utilise the Imperial Loan of £50,000 for the 
restoration of their works and buildings, but it is to 
be regretted that the action of the Colonial Bank pre- 


vented persons from taking advantage of the Act, and only 
about £11,000 was borrowed. 


Act. No. 16, of the 21st of June, was to re-adjust the incidence 
of the Tariff and bring it into line with the Reciprocity treaty 
under negotiation with the United States of America. 


Act No. 18, of the 13th of July, was passed with the same 
object as No. 16. 


Act No. 19, of the 26th of July, bears reference to Act No. 15, 
of the 21st March, 1899, above referred to, and was framed 
to get over borrowers’ difficulties. 


Act No. 26, of the 19th of October, was to make better provision 
for the giving of security by public officers, the previous practice 
having been found both costly and unsatisfactory. 
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[V.—EDUCATION. 


The total expenditure in 1899 on education was £16,692, as 
compared with £16,360 in 1898, of which £10,441 was spent on 
elementary education for teachers’ salaries, as compared with 
£10,361 on teachers’ salaries in 1898. A sum of £559 was also 
spent in 1899 on books, fittings, &c., as compared with a sum of 
£639 in 1898 for similar purposes. 


In addition to the Government grant of £11,000, the elemen- 
tary school teachers collected £1,150 in school pence. 


There are first grade, second grade, and elementary schools. 


The first grade schools are Harrison College, the Lodge School, 
and Queen’s College, the latter being for girls only. 


The second grade schools are Combermere School, Coleridge 
School, Parry School, Alleyne School, for boys, and the Alex- 
andra and Victoria Schools, for girls only. 


At the end of 1899 there were 171 elementary schools. 


The number of children on the roll of elementary schools in 
1899 was 25,334, as compared with 27,776 in ‘1898, with an 
average attendance of 14,978 in 1899, as compared with 14,734 
in 1898. The falling off in the total numbers of 1899 is due to 
the hurricane of 1898, the effects of which were felt for the first 
half of 1899, but the average attendance was, it will be seen, 
better in 1899 than 1898. 


There was an extraordinary expenditure of £2,530 on elemen- 
tary school buildings damaged or destroyed by the hurricane of 
1898. This amount forms part of the £40,000 granted by the 


-Imperial Government to the Colony. There are four schools 


still to be rebuilt, the cost of which will also be defrayed from 
the Imperial grant. 


Steps were taken in 1899 towards the introduction of agricul- 
tural teaching in elementary schools, which form of teaching, it 
is hoped, will shortly become a part of the regular curriculum 
in all the boys’ schools of the Colony. The teachers of elemen- 
tary schools manifest great interest in the subject. An agri- 
cultural science class has been in existence at Harrison College 
for several years. 


Codrington College was threatened in 1899 with extinction, 
owing to the fall in the value of its estates. Thanks, however, 
to subscriptions raised in England, the worst has been tided 
over, and it is hoped that this old foundation may still be 
carried on. It is affiliated to the Durham University, and de- 
grees are granted by the Durham Senate to those Codrington 
students oho locally pass the necessary examinations. 
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V.—INSTITUTIONS. 


(A.) AND (B.) Hospitans anp ASYLUMS. 


The general hospital is not a Government Institution, although 
it receives an annual grant from the Government, amounting to 


£6,620. | 


The annual report of the Board is published in the Official 
Gazette of the Colony. 


The hospital is under the control of a body of directors, of 
whom the Governor is ex officio one. The number of directors 
appearing In the Statute Book is twenty, an excessive number 
and wholly unwieldy, with the natural result that many of the 
directors attend but seldom, and the practical management has 
passed into the hands of a very few. | 


The lunatic asylum is a Government institution. It was 
built in 1891, and is ecu managed by its most 
capable medical superintendent, Dr. Field. 


The leper lazaretto is also a Government institution. Such 
as it is, it is well managed by the superintendent, Mr. Winter, 
but the buildings, site, and arrangements are thoroughly un- 
satisfactory, and it is high time that new arrangements should 
be made. The Government is not losing sight of the great need 
of the Colony in this respect, which is accentuated by the un- 
doubted increase of leprosy. 


The expenditure on the general hospital, the lunatic asylum, 
and the lazaretto for 1899, as compared with 1898, was as 
under; the increase of expenditure on the lunatic asylum and 
lazaretto is due to increased cost of provisions, while the expen- 
diture on the lazaretto is additionally increased by the cost of 
an improved water service, previously referred to. 


— | 1899. | 1898.1 
£ £ 
General Hospital or ie ‘ 7,045 6,999 
Luna'‘ic Asylum... ne ne ves 5,590 5,129 


Lazaretto agi ‘ie ses aes 2,903 2,548 
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I append a statistical table for 1899: — 


: ; Dail 
— Discharges. Deaths. re sea A 
General Hospital ... ae sis 3,488 210 209 
Lunatic Asylum ... es es 44 43 352 
Lazaretto eee eee eee eee 1 99 111 


(C.) Poor Houses. 


The poorhouses are purely parochial] institutions. 


They are eleven in number, and I regard them as well 
managed, the vestries as a rule fully appreciating the trust of 
local self-government which they enjoy, and taking an interest 
in their work. 

The St. Michael’s poorhouse is an exceptionally fine building, 
and excellently managed. It is, if anything, too large for its 
purpose. 

The total expenditure on parochial institutuons @nd poor 
relief in 1899, as given by the Poor Law Inspector, was £16,749, 
as compared with £17,274 in 1898. 


The admissions into the institutions in 1899 were 2,576, as 
compared with 3,029 admissions in 1898. 


The year 1898 was an exceptional year, due to the hurricane. 


(D.) REFORMATORY. 


The cost of the Reformatory in 1899 was £1,561, as compared 
with £1,598 in 1898. 


The number of boys was 123, as compared with 116 in 1898. 
There is much difficulty in’ getting the boys indentured as 
labourers in other colonies, there being a strong prejudice against 


them. 
(E.) Savines Bank. 


The number of depositors on the 3lst of December, 1899, was 
13,270, having an aggregate sum of £223,417 to their credit, as 
compared with 12,859 depositors in 1898, having £220,831 to 
their credit. 
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The assets of the Savings Bank on the 31st of December, 1899, 
amounted to £237,663, consisting of investments in inscribed 
stock and £26,000 Barbados Government debentures, together 
with investments to the amount of £9,774 in mortgages on 


property in Barbados. 


The assets on the same date in 1898 amounted to £234,410. 
The above valuations are the price paid, and not the market 
price. 


Incidental to this, it is fair to state that the market price of 
3lst December, 1899, does not show as handsome an increase 
of value as that of 1898, but this is due to a depreciation of all, 
even the best, securities, consequent on the war in South Africa. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


(A.) PoLice. 
The force consists of an inspector, a sub-inspector, 2 sergeant- 
majors, 12 sergeants, 24 corporals, and 315 constables. This 
includes both land and water police. 


The cost of the force in 1899 was :— 


£ 
Salaries sks ee ea ... 17,638 
Premiums under Pension Act ... ae 113 
Pensions... te: es ... 1,202 
Other expenditure... oe ... 4,550 
Total ve sis ... 20,003 


The difference as compared with 1898 is explained by an 
error in the Report of 1898 which included a sum under 
Pensions twice over. 


(B.) Prisons. 


The total cost of Glendairy Prison, which is the only one in 
Barbados, was, in 1899, £5,039, as compared with £5,169 in 
1898. 


The number of prisoners was 3,744, as compared with 3,538 
in 1898. 
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ri The estimated value of the labour of males in 1899 was— 


- ee £ 
Outside ... ee bay a ... 1,138 
Inside... hee ae aa i 426 
Inside, estimated saving on Bakery ... .. 813 
| 2,377 
The estimated value of female labour was __... 161 
Showing a grand total of ice ... 2,038 


as compared with a total value of labour in 1898 of £1,824. 


Much valuable outside work was done by the convicts in 1899. 


VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 
(A.) PoruLaTION. 


The census for 1891 showed a population as under: — 


Coloured. 
Total, 
Population. 
Male. | Female.} Total. | Male. | Female.| Total. 
| 
7,339 8,274 | 15,613 | 73,766 | 92,927 | 166,693 182,306 


I estimate the population at about 192,000. 


The total number of registered births in 1899 was 7,038, of 
which 3,240 were legitimate and 3,/98 illegitimate, as compared 
with a total number of registered births ‘in 1898 of 7,159. 


It will be thus seen that there were 121 births less in 1899 
than in 1898. The total number of burials (there is no death 
registration) in 1899 was 4,968, showing a death rate (if popula- | 
tion is estimated at 192,000) of 25°87 per thousand. | 


The total number of burials in 1898 was 7,416. 


Tt will thus be seen that there were 2,447 less burials in 1899 
than in 1898, while there were 2,070 more births than there 


sere burials in 1899. 
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As I pointed out in my Report for 1898, that year was‘an ab- 
normal year, the predominance of burials over births being with- 
out precedent in Barbados. 


(B.) Pusiic Hearn. 


This is dealt with in detail in the Poor Law Inspector’s Report. 
Generally speaking, the public health was good, but in October 


and November there was an epidemic of diarrhoea and dysentery, 
especially among the poorer classes, causing mortality amongst 
the very young and very old. 


(C.) SANITATION. 


The sanitation of the Colony is primarily controlled by the 
Central Board of Health, appointed by the Governor. 


The detailed working is carried out by local boards in each 
parish (appointed, as a rule, from among the members of the 
vestry) working under approved sanitary byelaws. 


(D.) CLIMATE. 


The climate 1s as a rule healthy. The circumstances of the 
Island are different from those of its neighbours. It is, as they 
are, extremely hot, but the coral formation, the complete cultiva- 
tion, and the pure water, added to the unimpeded action of the 
trade winds, fresh from the Atlantic, all unite to create a healthy 
comunity. 


1. The total rainfall of 1899, taken at the Botanical Station, 
was 49°05 inches, with 191 wet days, as compared with 64°55 
inches and 205 wet days in 1898. The lack of rain promises 
to be a serious matter for the water supply of the Colony, unless 
1900 helps us with timely and sufficient rains to restore our 
normal condition. 


2. The mean barometrical pressure was 29'927. 
3. The mean temperature was 78'9. 
4. The mean velocity of the wind was nine miles an hour. 


Observations at the Botanical Station show that the wind was 
E., E. by N. or E.N.E., for 216 days, E. by S. or E.S.E. for 52 
days, N., N.E., or N.N.E., 34 days, S., S.E., or S.S.E., 51 days, 
fe S.S.W., and in a south-westerly quarter for the remaining 

ays. 
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VIII(A.) POSTAL SERVICE. 


The revenue of the Post Office in 1899 was £6,254, compared 
with a revenue of £8,190 in 1898. 


In my remarks on “General Revenue” I have explained the 
reason of this. 


The expenditure in 1899 was £9,255, as compared with 
£9,712 in 1898. 


Thus, expenditure exceeded revenue by £3,001. 


The Postal Service of Barbados is always worked at a loss. 
It is due to the great cost of conveyance of mails abroad. 


In 1899 the Colony paid to the General Post Office, London, 
and to the post offices of other countries a sum of £3,948 in 


_ respect of conveyance of mails, of which £2,160 was paid in 


respect of the loss on the Royal Mail contract. 
Imperial penny postage has been in force throughout the year. 


There has been a considerable increase in correspondence, 
especially in intercolonial correspondence, but not sufficient to 
make up the loss sustained by the cheaper rate. 


The sum of £22,000 was paid in the Colony on money orders 
from other parts of the British West Indies. 


A great part of this money is remitted by Barbadian labourers, 
working elsewhere, to their families in Barbados. 


(B.) TELEGRAPH SERVICE. 


There is no inland telegraph service. 

There is only one cable company directly connecting Barbador 
with the outside world, 7. e., the West India and Panama Cable 
Company, which company drew a subsidy in 1899 of £2,500. 


The Act of the Legislature which contracted for the payment 
of this sum only made provision up to the 3lst of December, 
1899. 

The Direct West India Cable Company has a telegraph line 
connecting Bermuda and Jamaica, thus avoiding the necessity 
of messages being sent vid the United States, but, as messages 
must still pass over the French and Danish Islands, the British 
West Indies, with the exception of Jamaica and Turks Island, 
ere without the advantage of an all British line. 


(C.) TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


There is a telephone service throughout the Island, worked by 
a private company at moderate rates, with an approximate length 


of wire of 600 miles. | 
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IX.—MILITARY FORCES. 


Despite the fears expressed each year that the troops will be 
moved to St. Lucia, Barbados is still a military station, although 


the number of the troops has been diminished. 


The garrison consisted in 1899 of headquarters and four com- 
panies of a British regiment (the lst Battalion Leinster Regi- 
ment), and of two companies of a West India regiment, the 
whole under the command of a Major-General, whose active mili- 
tary command includes also St. Lucia, where there are a con- 
siderable number of troops. 


The General’s functions extend to all the British West India 
Islands (except Jamaica and Turks Island), and also to British 
Guiana. 


The total amount paid in 1899 by the Imperial Government 
for the garrisons of Barbados and St. Lucia was £127,386, of 
which £52,686 was spent on the upkeep of the troops in 
Barbados. | 


The loss of troops will be felt severely, both financially and 
socially. 


X—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 


The number of friendly societies on the register, as shown in 
the half-yearly report on the 3lst of December, 1899, was 155, as 
compared with 154 in 1898. 


There is nothing connected with these societies which calls 
for special comment in 1899. 


XI.—ECCLESIASTICAL. 


The total cost of ecclesiastical establishments in 1899 was:— 


£ 
Anglican __... ge. BN .-- 9,240 
Wesleyan... ae sag -- 00 
Moravian ag ate ae ee 400 
Roman Catholic wae gi aes 50 
10,390 


The Anglican Church of Barbados suffered a severe loss b 
the death of Bishop Bree in January, 1899. He had held office 
for 17 years. 


BARBADOS, 
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Barsapos, He was a type of the old time ecclesiastic of the best class, 
1899. and had gained the affectionate regard of all sections of the 
——~ ~—s- community. 


During the month of December news reached the Colony 
that Bishop Swaby, of British Guiana, had been selected to 
succeed him. 


During the year Bishop Hayes, of Trinidad, visited the Colony 
for the performance of certain episcopal functions. 


AIT.—ESTABLISHMENTS. 


In August, 1899, the Colony was deprived by death of the 
services of Mr. John Howell, the Colonial Treasurer. Mr. 
Howell had held this office for the long period of 39 years, 
having been annually re-elected thereto by the House of 
Assembly. He was held in honourable esteem in the Colony, 
and it may be truly said of him that he was the friend of all, and 
that all mourned his loss. 


The House of Assembly elected its clerk, Mr. Lambert Phillips, 
to be the new Colonial Treasurer. | 


Major Kaye was appointed to be Inspector of Police, in place 
of Mr. C. J. Lawrance. 


There were no acting appointments in 1899 calling for special 
mention. 


———- a 


XTII—COUNCILS AND ASSEMBLIES. 


There was no change in the Legislative Council. 


Mr. F. J. Clarke was re-elected Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly. 


XIV.—FOREIGN CONSULS. 
Mr. Gardiner Austin was appointed Consul for Denmark, 
Mr. Parravicino Consul for Hayti, and also for Venezuela. 
No other changes took place. 


te 


XV.—POLITICAL FRANCHISE. 


The qualifications for the franchise are detailed in the annual 
Blue Book, at page L., 1. . 
' The total number of electors was 2,044, as compared with 
1,922 in 1898.07 | 
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XVI—GENERAL REMARKS. 


The year 1899 has been somewhat barren of incident: un- 


eventful in commerce, unremunerative in agriculture, and . 
socially depressing. Dwindling incomes make economy 1m- . 


perative, and the effect is felt in the everyday life of the place. 


Thanks to the aid received from home the Colony has been 
able to begin the work of rebuilding its two most important 
bridges, and repairing the pier head, all so damaged in 1898. 


The month of January was notable for the conference, sum- 
moned by Dr. Morris, the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture, 
of the representatives of agricultural and educational work in the 
West Indian Colonies and British Guiana. The time allowed 


for discussion (two days only) was short, but the experiment - 


was interesting, and it is hoped that it will be repeated year by 
year and will lead to good results. Each colony is apt to get 
into ‘a groove, and there is no doubt that technical discussion 
by competent men will lead towards better methods of general 
cultivation and instruction. The scope of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has largely increased during the 
year, and the Imperial Government is sparing neither 
pains nor expense in its efforts towards improved methods. 
If the work of the Department of Agriculture teaches 


us how to grow our canes cheaper, and with better results, the 


care and money spent on it will be amply repaid. 


But, despite all this, the outlook is very black, and 
even now, after all the discussion that has taken place, the 
exact condition of the sugar industry of the Colony is hardly 
understood. 


I do not propose to refer to the bounty question, which has 


been thoroughly thrashed out, and which time and opportunity - 


only can solve. It is with regard to the local position that I 
want to make things clear. | 


I admit at once the improvidence of byegone planters, which 
is exactly on a par with that of our old landholders at home. 
Until recently a few hundred acres brought in the income 
of a fairly prosperous squire in England. The methods of 
labour may have been antiquated, and the machinery ineffective, 
but the people had to be fed, and profit was still substantial : 
why then, it was argued, launch into perilous experiments, when 
letting well alone resulted in abundant comfort?  Act- 
ing on this principle, younger children were portioned off, 
mortgages were laid on estates, new estates were bought and 
only partly paid for, the balance remaining on mortgage, and 
so long as the price of sugar kept up all went well. ° 
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Then came beet sugar. There is an impression abroad 
that beet sugar can be grown cheaper than cane sugar, but I 
am assured that itis not so, Apart from the question of bounties, 
beet sugar costs as much as cane sugar to put on the market. 
The trouble of beet sugar is that it at once opens up an illimitable 
area in a temperate climate for the production of an article 
hitherto only grown in a tropical or semi-tropical region. An 
undreamt-of competition has been thus imposed upon the plan- 
ters in a moment. 


Had the planters been able to foresee, and had they at 
the first outset combined towards general improvement, it is 
possible that their credit might have enabled them to raise 
money for improved machinery and methods to meet competition. 
But who could have gauged what has actually happened, 
and realised the break-up of an industry in a few short 
years? Step by jstep came a fall in prices, then bounties, then 
improved methods by capitalists and companies in other lands, 
until at last the Barbados planter found himself overloaded with 
encumbrances, stripped of profit, and obliged to face a condition 
of things long dreaded, but hitherto shelved. 


A very potent factor in Barbados is the population ques- 
tion. I believe it is a fact that, under laws and conditions other 
than our local practice, labour could sometimes be dispensed 
with, but the patriarchal system is not quite dead in Barbados, 
and labour on an estate is, to a certain extent, claimed as a right 
by those living on it. In any case, the people must be fed 
somehow, and a labour-saving policy will have to be met by 
the provision of a living for the poor by some other means. 


I have stated the foregoing to show as well as I can the 
real position of our industry—old pee old methods, hope- 
less encumbrances, a superabundant population, all faced by 
every kind of modern improvement, as well as by all the re- 
sources of capital and the fictitious aid of the bounties. That 
is how we stand now, but that is far from being the worst of it. 


Under existing conditions such sugar as we make mainly 
finds a market in the United States, where the fiscal policy gives. 
us, for the moment, an opening. Canada, it is true, gives us a 
limited preferential treatment, but two main obstacles occur to 
a trade with Canada, firstly, the prohibitive cargo rates, and, 
secondly, the fact that Canadian refiners do not care to buy 
the Muscovado sugar as we manufacture it. There are other 
questions of class of package and so forth, but those are the two 
vital objections. So that, as I said, the United States is our 
only practical market. But she will only  ex- 
tend her treatment to us just so long as it suits her, 
and with an increasing production within her own 
borders with Puerto Rico practically an American colony, 
and Cuba but little short of it (in both of which islands the 
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cultivation of sugar will, with the aid of American capital and 
American brains, advance by leaps and bounds), we are justified 
in a fear that in a very few years the United States will shut 
her doors to us, and that our last market for the quality of sugar 
we now make will be gone from us. 


Excluding, then, the question of England countervailing 
foreign bounties, what is left? The answer is, of course, 
central factories; central factories, not only to extract more juice 
out of the cane, but to enable us to produce the quality of sugar 
which will permit us to tap the markets of Canada, and even give 
us hope of taking our sugar profitably to the United Kingdom. 


It is not necessary to become suppliants to capitalists at 
home to attain this end. Capitalists are not philanthropists. 
They are simply men who want to extract as much money as 
possible out of any enterprise in which they engage. 
If we can possibly do without capitalists at the start, so 
much the better for Barbados. Later on, when we have done 
something for ourselves, and are in a position to make better 
terms under a restored credit, we should welcome the capital 
which is now only grudgingly offered at a ruinous cost. 


It remains, then, to be seen how we can manage to do with- 
out this aid. Factories, if erected, must be paid for either by 
the co-operative efforts of planters, by the Imperial Government, 
by the local Government aided bya limited guarantee of the Im- 
perial Government, or by the local Government alone. 


The planters cannot raise the money, and assuming that 
the Imperial Government will not, it only remains for the local 
Government to do so, with or without aid from the Imperial 
Government, on the credit of its own resources. To 
operate on a large scale is, at present, impossible, but 
it is not impossible to erect a factory of such size as will very 
thoroughly test the question, with a result, if successful, of 
restoring local credit, and thus encouraging the erection of 
further factories. 


There are three ways in which the local Government can 
work : — 


(a.) Firstly, by guaranteeing a loan to groups of planters. 
To this there is objection on the grounds that such groups 
would be wholly lacking in independence, and entirely in the 
hands of the middlemen who control them. It would be pledg- 
ing Government credit for the benefit of lenders who have out- 
stepped discretion in their advances, rather than for the benefit 
of the planters direct. 


(5.) Secondly, by the erection of a factory by Government 
under conditions that a sufficient number of planters would 
guarantee, on terms arranged, to send their canes to the factory. 
This would be simple enough if the planters were unhampered, 
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but, under existing conditions, they are, for the most part, power- 
less to give such guarantees, and therefore special and drastic legis- 
Tation would be necessary to give such power and to overcome 
objections by mortgagees. 


(c.) Thirdly, by the erection of a Government factory as an 
open shop, a shop kept on behalf of the Colony; sugar being 
manufactured therein at prices reasonable to planters, the profit, 
if any, being a portion of the regular revenue of the State. To 
this objection may be taken that it amounts to. partial con- 
fiscation of the goods of the planter, but the answer is that if the 
planter can get a fairly remunerative return he should not 
grudge the State a profit in return for her risk in guaranteeing - 
the capital enabling him todo so. There is, of course, the risk 
that unless a guaranteed supply was ensured plantations would 
not send their canes, and that the factory would be partially 
unemployed for the first year or two; but if factories are a 
success, which seems undeniable, that would soon correct itself. 


In any case the time has absolutely come when something 
should be done unless we are to be ruined. Each year sees.im- 
provement postponed, and the inevitable end drawing nearer. 


It is amazing how little it takes to distract the planter’s at- 
tention from schemes of betterment. If sugar goes up but a 
trifle, he protests that things are going to change; if the price of 
molasses rises (as is the case as I write) he argues that present 
methods pay him better than would an improved process. He 
fails to remember the one fact that should be ever before him— 
that in a few years there will be hardly any market for what he 
now produces, and that his last and only hope is to manufacture 
a more marketable article. This question of central factories is 
a matter which will not admit of delay. 


CANADIAN TRADE AND INTERCOLONIAL 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


The Royal Commissioners in their enquiry recognised 
the need of fostering Canadian as well as intercolonial trade. 
To this end the Imperial Government is granting a sub- 
sidy of £13,500 annually, and the Canadian Government has 
contracted with Messrs. Pickford and Black to run a fortnightly 
line from ports in Canada to British Guiana, calling at the West 
India Islands en route. 


If the West Indies are to benefit by this line, it is essen- 
tial that freights shall be at a figure which will admit of sugar 
being placed at Canadian refineries at the same cost that it can 
be placed at the United States refineries. It may be that at the 
present we do not manufacture the class of sugar wanted by 
the Canadians, but cheaper rates would encourage us to do so. 


oe 
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There is, further, no reason why we should not ‘ake food- 
stuffs of various kinds from Canada. Many little difficulties 
may be in the way, but the cost of carriage underlies all, and it 
is not worth while to try to amend small obstacles while the one 
great dithculty, cost of carriage, bars the way. Again, 
the cost of passage should be low, and there should 
be a cheap passenger rate for the poorer classes of emigrants. 
I gather that Canada does not care for the class of emigrants 
we send, and it will not encourage us in this; but Barbados does 
want tu send its people to Canada cheaply, and it wants its 
people ‘to travel easily and cheaply to other islands. Inasmuch 
as the Imperial Government pays so large a subsidy it is not 
out of place to ask that the interest of the West Indies as well as 
of Canada shall be considered in the adjustment of rates. There 
is a distinct tendency now in Canadian trade circles to 
try to cut out the United States trade in the West Indies, and 
Canadians point out to us that they are the friends on whom we 
must ultimately rely. We admit a good deal of this, but our 
answer must always be that we cannot afford to eliminate our 
profits of to-day to build up a trade of the future. We must 
take our profit where ‘we can find it; and at present our princi- 
pal means of living comes from our trade with the United 
States. : 


EMIGRATION. 


The abundant population of Barbados must somehow find 
an outlet. ‘The labouring classes still find their way to other 
islands in moderate numbers, but, as I said last year, not in 
sufficient numbers to solve the population question, nor as real 
emigrants in the true sense of the word. There was 
considerable local criticism on this remark of mine 
in my last year’s Report because it was misunder- 
stood. The poorer Barbadian emigrates to a considerable extent, 
but not, as a rule, to make a home elsewhere. He is of a differ- 
ent nature to other islanders in the West Indies. His hard 
struggle for his daily bread, his everyday life among more or 


- less of a crowd, where the weakest goes to the wall, have 


unsuited him for the purely agricultural life which would be 
his if he migrated to an allotment in another island where land 
is a drug and population is needed. He is, as a 
rule, fairly educated. He is not of the sort who is 
content to sit half clothed under the shade of a banana 
leaf, satisfied if only he can pluck the bare needs of life from 
the few trees and plants around him. He wants a good house, 
plenty of neighbours, a bustling life, and, as far as he can, he 
gets it, though his wages be small. But his nature is opposed 
to isolation, and nothing but hard mecessity will make him 
become a purely agricultural settler elsewhere. When 
therefore it is said, “Barbados has abundant popu- 
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“lation, St. Vincent and Dominica have abundant land—re- 
‘adjust the conditions and everybody is prosperous,” the speakers 
fail to appreciate the real conditions which have to be adjusted. 

It is impossible to overlook the fact that the population is 
becoming very large, while the resources from which it is fed are 
steadily diminishing, and therefore, in my opinion, the encourage- 
ment of emigration to suitable localities is deserving of strong 
support by the Legislature. The condition of the poorer class of 
whites is becoming pressing. They are simply without re- 
sources; young men and young women, willing to work, are 
unable to find work; or, if they do find it, it is at such star- 
vation prices that they can barely live. For this class the 
Government does what its means permit, and many emigrants are 
sent to the United States and Canada each year, for the most 
part finding work and prospering; but the aid given is but a 
drop in the bucket to what is needed. 


RECIPROCITY WITH THE UNITED STATES. 


It would be premature to enter at any length into the Re- 
ciprocity Treaty at present approved of by Barbados, but still 


under the consideration of the Senate of the United States. 


In order to obtain additional fiscal advantages on the 
importation of sugar into the States, Barbados has had to re- 
adjust its tariff, giving favourable treatment to articles pro- 
duced by the States. Whether the balance of advantage will 
be with us or against us we have yet to learn. Many critics 
tell us that the 124 per. cent. accorded to us on sugar imported 
into the States will never come into our pockets, but will be 
intercepted by middlemen. Some of it may be, but 
in any case the position of Barbados sugar trade is 
too critical for us to dare to stand outside any arrangement of 
the kind, lest we find the market practically closed to us. 
Our great and serious danger is that we are a sugar 
Colony and nothing else; and in this we stand in worse plight 
than some of the other islands, who to-day almost envy our quali- 


fied prosperity. 


Ratew WILLIAMS, 
Colonial Secretary. 


Barbados, 
7th May, 1900. 
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Colony. Year. 


1398 
1897-98 
1898 
1897-98 


Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands ... 
British New Guinea 
Bermuda _.... ae 
Niger.— West African Frontier Force Mes 
Jamaica : 

Barbados. oats 

Falkland Islands ... 

Gambia Bik 

St. Helena ... 

Leeward Islands 

St. Lucia 

Fiji ... 

‘1 ae and Caicos Islands.. 

Malta ae 

Gold Coast ... 

Trinidad 

Sierra Leone 

Ceylon : 

British Solomon Islands . se 
Gibraltar 

Bahamas... 2g 

British Honduras ... 

Mauritius and Rodrigues .. 

Grenada Sf 

St. Vincent ... 
Hong Kong... 
Jamaica 
Lagos a 
Seychelles ... ser 
Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands ... 
Straits Settlements... re m 


198 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Colony. 
Gold Coast ae ... | Economic Agriculture. 
Zululand ... sie ... | Forests. 
Sierra Leone an ... | Geology and Botany. 
Canada... aes ... | Emigration. 
Bahamas ... oe ... | Sisal Industry. 
Hong Kong ese .-- | Bubonic Plague. 
Newfoundland ... .-» | Mineral Resources. 
Western Pacific ... ... | Solomon Islands. 
Dominica ... ae ... | Agriculture. 
Virgin Islands .... ... | Condition during 1897. 
Grenada ... as ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 


Anguilla ... ae ... | Vital Statistics, aid 
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No. 288. 
BASUTOLAND. 


(For Report for 1897-8, sec No. 255.) 


(FOVERNOR SIR ALFRED MILNER to Mr. CuaMBERLAIN, 


Government House, 
Cape Town, 
November 14th, 1899. 
Sin, 

I wave the honour to transmit for your information a 
copy of a despatch from the Resident Commissioner of Basutoland, 
enclosing the Annual Reports on the Territory for the year 
ended 30th June last. 


I have, &c., 
A. MILNER, 


Gorernor and High Commissioner. 


From the ReEsipeNT CoMMIssSIONER, Basutoland, to the 
HicH ComMisstoner, Cape Town. 


Resident Commissioner's Oftice. 
Basutoland, 


October 21st, 1899. 
Sik, 
I wAvE the honour to transmit your Excellency my 
Report on Basutoland for the year ended 30th June, which was 
drawn up in August last. 


I have, &e., 
G. Y. Lape, 


Resident Commissioner. 


His Excellency the High Commissioner, &c., 
South Africa. 
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Resident Commissioner’s Office, 
Basutoland, Maseru, 
August, 1899. 


SIR, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit your Excellency my 
Report upon British Basutoland for the year ended 30th June, 
1899, covering reports of Government Secretary, with statistics, 
Assistant Commissioners of Districts. and Medical Officers. 


POLITICAL. 


So soon as the country had had time to recover from the 
upheaval connected with the Moiketsi: disturbances, alluded to 
in last year’s report, it quickly settled down into a quiet state. 
The chief Masupha, who had failed to succeed in resisting con- 
stitutional orders and defying the Paramount Chief, soon lost the 
prestige which tradition had associated with his name, and sank 
into oblivion as a political factor. He made a few spasmodic 
efforts to return to the dismantled village at Thaba Bosigo, but 
was met by uncompromising refusal. So mortifying was this to 
his arrogant nature that he broke down and died in July under 
humiliating circumstances, no chiefs of consequence being 
present, according to custom, to witness his last moments. His 
own children only were present, and the obsequies were per- 
formed in a hurried and unceremonious way. 


Thus disappeared a chief who has played an important part 
in the history of Basutoland. With all his faults, and im spite of 
the continuous trouble he caused by his contumacy, he had the 
merit of struggling gamely for independence of control, which for 
many years he succeeded in gaining. 


In addition to a winning and persuasive manner, he possessed 
considerable strength of character. So long as he directed his 
energies against Government, the other chiefs tolerated and 
allowed him to lead; but they declined to be led when they 
realised that his overpowering jealousy of the present Paramount 
Chief was tending towards tribal disruption calculated to wreck 
the whole nation. Masupha’s eldest son died of drink in 1886, 
The grandson and heir is now at Zonnebloem College, Cape 
Town. Moiketsi, who was sentenced to fourteen months hard 
labour, behaved in an exemplary manner in prison. With your 
Excellency’s approval four months of the sentence were 
renutted. 


Political events in South Africa, affecting the European 
States, which have for some months been swaying the public 
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mind, had their counterpart in Basutoland. The policy of this 
Administration has always been to avoid allowing the natives to 
hold the idea that they have any concern in matters affecting the 
European races in South Africa. But the natives read con- 
siderably, and are very inquisitive. Moreover, I regret to say 
that many of the Border Boers have, as in former times of 
unsettlement and crisis, made it their business to propagate 
amongst the Basuto false and misleading stories of a nature 
designed to shake their allegiance to. the Queen, and to impair 
the authority of the Government. Consequently, the native 
mind became agitated, and doubts arose as to the real existence 
of British supremacy in South Africa. It was not politic for us 
even to discuss such doubts, the mere entertainment of which is 
calculated to undermine authority. Natives become bewildered 
unless it is manifest that the power which governs them is 
unquestionably supreme. 


At intervals the Basuto expressed the hope that, as loyal 
subjects of the Queen, they would be employed in the Queen’s 
battles. At other times they seemed uncertain as to where the 
real power lay, and displayed a reserve indicative of uneasiness 
hich required careful treatment. The policy has been to dispel 
from their minds any illusion that the Queen requires the help of 
natives in maintaining her authority in her South African 
dominions, so far as Europeans are concerned. It is natural, 
however, that some of the chiefs should have regarded a serious 
misunderstanding between English and Dutch as their opportunity 
to shake free of any fetters that were uncongenial, and to 
embarrass the Government. The question of taxation, upon 
which your Excellency addressed the Paramount Chief personally 
last year, was seized upon by one or two men of rank, notably 
Jonathan Molapo, whose example to Lerothodi's son and heir, 
Letsie, had the effect of inducing the latter to constitute himself 
a leader of opposition. 


In justice to the Paramount Chief, I must say that any 
wavering ‘he displayed was due to the difficulty he experienced 
with his eldest son in particular. Desirous as he may be 
of supporting the Government in maintaining order, Lerothodi 
becomes at times paralysed by the injudicious conduct of his 
children, whom he hesitates to control as they should be 
controlled. He cannot be fairly brought to see that the duties 
of Paramount Chief transcend the affection of a father, and that 
children having tribal powers must subordinate themselves to his 
authority. 


A distinct feature of the year was a very large gathering of 
chiefs who at my suggestion met to consider various questions 
affecting thetribe. The gathering was thoroughly representative, 
and its proceedings were characterised by moderate and 
constitutional speech. Subsequently, the chiefs in a body 
conferred with me at Maseru and presented a petition for 
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BasvTo- transmission tu your Excellency. The chief points in the petition 


LAND. 
1898-2, 
sendin 


were :— 


(a) Prayer for a National Council, which had been offered 
them in 1890 and would then have been established 
out for their rejection of it by lukewarmness and 
Jigagreement. 


(4} Representations as to illtreatment of Basuto in the 
Orange Free State; the non-recovery of native 
women who eloped with paramours and found refuge 
beyond our borders ; difficulties of recovering lost and 
stolen stock that found its way to the Orange Free 
State. 


(c) Complaints as to traders charging high rates for grain 
required as food in times of hunger. 


Though recognising the right of the people to appeal freely 
about grievances, so long as the procedure was respectful, and the 
value of such appeals, it may be observed that while some of the 
grievances deserved and received our entire sympathy there were 
others which amounted to unreasonable murmurs only. 


In my conference with petitioners I pointed out how much had 
been don by Government during the past 15 years to 
ameliorate their condition, and the difficulties of seraly which 
some of the grievances presented. More especially are remedies 
hard of accomplishment when parties and property are within the 
jurisdiction of a foreign State. Moreover, elopement is not an 
extradition crime, and the thieving, of which complaint was made, 
is done by their own people. As regards the price of grain 
during times of hunger, the Basuto, like all untutored races, 
cannot understand the laws of supply and demand which must, of 
course, regulate prices. Yet it may be noted that, whilst in 
former seasons of hunger a bag of grain often had to be purchased 
with a fat ox or its value, on this occasion the action of 
Government by its preparedness to buy in a foreign market and 
sell at cost price, led to the moderation of prices to the extent 
that the maximum charge for a bag did not exceed 25s. 


Your Excellency was good enough to consider fully the prayers 
of the petitioners and to satisfy them of your readiness to apply 
all practicable remedies, in furtherance of which I was placed in 
possession of your advice and instructions as to the means by 
which Government might properly take upon itself a heavier 
burden in the matter of aggrieved natives, who had but a poor 
chance of pursuing successfully upon their own initiative cases of 
hardship for ahiek redress had to be sought in foreign courts. 


Generally speaking, the year was politically of the quietest 
since 1884. It was marred more than usual perhaps by the 
struggle between Government officers and people in attempts to 
suppress the liquor traffic. The Paramount Chief lent himself 
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loyally to the detection and punishment of offenders, and in other 
respects co-operated well in matters where law and order were 
concerned. Similarly, other chiefs submitted themselves happily 
to their magistrates for the settlement of the many local disputes 
about land, and aided generally in the suppression of crime. 


Upon the earnest request by the Paramount Chief, extending 
over several years, that his second son, Griffith, should be 
recognised by Government in a ward appointed for him, and in 
terms of a promise made by your Excellency in response to 
Lerothodi’s appeal, I was present in May last when the young 
chief was “ placed ” under authority. 


The principal chiefs in the tribe who had supported the appeal 
were present on the occasion. The young chief’s location is in 
the Mohale’s Hoek District, where reside a number of Baphuti 
who, as a clan, were entirely broken up after the Moirosi war. 
A grandson of Moirosi, named Mocheko, who, by the permission 
of the late Paramount Chief, was allowed by courtesy a petty 
chieftainship north of the Orange River, took upon himself 
recently to dispute the authority of the present Paramount Chief 
and to intrigue against him. His plan was to create disturbances 
and then seek refuge inthe Herschel District of the Cape Colony. 
Mocheko has no position in the tribe, and [ trust the success he 
has hitherto achieved in crossing the border and playing off one 
Government against another will fail in future. 


FINANCIAL. 


Financia] statistics are given in the Government Secretary's 
report. 


The hut tax was well paid, exceeding, as it should by increase 
of population, all previous years. It was announced by the High 
Commissioner last year that the amount was increased from 10s. 
to £1; but, owing to scarcity of food, the larger amount was, by 
authority, not levied and the change comes into operation in the 
succeeding vear. There is no public debt. 


TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES, 


Statistics given in separate report. Owing to failure of crops 
it was a bad year for trade. In some parts of Southern Districts 
the vield was sufficient only for food, hut in the North and 
Central Basutoland the supply was really good and ample for the 
wants of the whole country. 


Though for its size and population Basutoland produces a 
comparatively enormous quantity of grain, it has an industry of 
great economic value to South Africa, viz., the output of native 
labour. It supplies the sinews of agriculture in the Orange Free 
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Basuto- State; to a large extent it keeps going railway works, coal 


LAND, 


1898-9. 


mining, the diamond mines. at Jagersfontein and <imberley, the 
gold mines of the Transvaal, and furnishes, in addition, a “laree 
proportion of domestic servants in the surrounding territories. 


The number of men who received passes for labour during the 
year under review amounted to 37,371. 

These facts are the best rejoinder to those who urge that 
Basutoland is a useless native reserve. To others, who ure 
higher education of the natives, it may be pointed out that to 
educate them whore labour would be a huge mistake. Primarily 
the native labour industry supplies a demiaion want, and sec ondly 
it tends to fertilize native territories with cash w hich is at once 
diffused in exchange for English goods. 


LEGISLATION. 


Proclamations by the High Commissioner having cffeet of 
law were issued as follows (1) No. 21 of 29th December 
1898—proclaiming new Customs Union and Tariff. (2) No. 11 
of 10th April 1899—providing for the recognition in Basutoland 
of Letters of Administration granted within the Cape Colony. 


EnuCATION, 


A review of the work of education was sent in my despatch 
of 18th Jannary last, whieh covered a report specially made by 
the Rev. Canon W yaliunies a School Inspector lent to us From 
the Cape Colony. 


Canon Woodrooffe, in summing up the results of ee Inspection, 
stated that, im comparison with the inspection of 1892, the 
progress is Iighly satisfactory. Io do not doubt that the 
amounts eranted 3 in aid by Government to the mission societies, 
who devote themselves to the work with such care and energy, 
are well placed and well expended. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospital work, as recorded by the medical officers, IS satis- 
factorily maintained. Tach station is now fitted witli a small 
operating room, and effurts have been made to better the condi- 
tion of the rough buildings used as hospitals. 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The native police do their work well. Prisons are clean and 
serviceable, though small, and are gradually being improved. 
Criminal] statistics compare favourably with other years, and 
disciose the fact that the percentage of crime to population is 
very small. Serious crime 1s conspicuous for its absence. 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, se) 


Vital statistics, postal and telegraph services , police returns, 
and other services are dealt with in the Pacemment peony: s 


Report. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 


It has been pomted out in the reports of previous years how 
impossible itis to indicate from vear to vear any specific features 
of national progress. Nevertheless, the tendency of the people 
is towards improvement, Though the social condition of the 
natives leaves much to be desired, according to European ideas 
any attempt to mtroduce radical changes would be imterpreted 
by the Basuto as a design upon their cherished customs and 
Institutions which, in so far as they are not brutal or repugnant 
to civilized thought, are, according to the policy and instructions 
of Her Majesty's Government, not now interfered with. The 
ability to imbibe techie al knowledge and earn good wages, the 
desire to possess money, to wear decent clothes, to have respect- 
able houses and furniture, to educate elildicn, and have their 
own churches and sehools, are automatie willy working <acial 
changes which no laws or persuasion can so w cll effect. 


At the same time it would be wrong not to award to missionary 
effort the good effect that has been wrought by it in the spread 
of religion, when divested of dogma, and its excellent influence 
upon the barbarian mind both as regards the ethies of myght and 
wrong, and in the splendid example of the missionaries, 


I beg again to represent the excellent: services of the officers 
of the ‘Administration, to whom may be attributed, as a body, a 
wholesome desire to promote the best interests of the country 
and perseverance in doing so. 


T have. &e., 


Y. Lacnpey, 


Lee silent Commisstonere 


His Exceteney the High Commissioner, &e.. 
South A Priea, 


BAsvuTo- 
LAND, 
1808-9 


=e 
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Basotoe ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT 


1898-8, | SECRETARY, BASUTOLAND, FOR THE YEAR 
—. ENDED 30TH JUNE 1899. 
FINANCE. 


The following is a comparative return of Basutoland revenue 
and expenditure for the past and preceding four years :— 


a rn a ee 


Year ending 30th June. Revenue. Expenditure. 

£ x, od | 5 s. ad 
1895 | $4,627 5 10 | 43,064 8 9 
1896 aces | 45,053 18 1. 42,970 14 5 
1897 | $4867 11 2 45,758 7 4 
1898 ga | 46,555 7 6 44,797 10 10 
1899) eae : 46,847 16 8 46,417 12 9 


et _ 


The above statement shows an uninterrupted annual increase 
in revenue due to the yearly increase m the amount of Hut Tax 
collected. The revenue under this head for the past year has 
been £23,678, as against £23,438 collected in the previous year. 
Of the tax paid during the year under report the sum of £1,450 
represents arrear tax. Tax has been paid on 45,021 huts. 


The above totals of annual revenue include a sum of £18,000 
contributed each year by the (rovernment of the Cape Colony. 
In reduction of this amount the Customs dues credited to 
Basutoland for the year ended 30th June 1899 amounted to 
£11,016 16s. 6d., which amount together with a refund of 
£430 3s. 11d. has been repaid to the Cape Treasury. The 
nett amount contributed by the Cape Government during the 
past year is thus :— 

pa s. d, £ s. d. 


Drafts paid to Basutoland Go- 18,000 0 0 
vernment. 
Customs dues credited to Basuto- 11,016 16 6 
land and panded: to Cape 
Government. 
Refund... es ee 62 430 3 11 
— 11,447 0 5 
Total amount of Cape contri- £6,552 19 7 
bution. 


— a 
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. A larger refund in reduction of the Cape contribution would 
have been possible but for the expenditure of £1,500 as a first 
payment towards the cost of construction of a telegraph line 
through Basutoland. 


1 


| TRADE AND AGRICULTURE. 


- 


The imports of dutiable goods into Basutoland for the year 
ended 31st March 1899 amounted to :— 


£ 
From Cape Colony ... se wee 45,992 
From Orange Free State... .. 47,691 


Total ..» £93,683 


upon which the share of the Customs dues to Basutoland 
(being 85 per cent. of total duties collected at the ports) was 
£11,016 16s. 6d. 


In the preceding year the imports amounted to £100,280, upon 
which the Basutoland Customs dues were £10,699 19s. 6d. 


There has been a slight falling off in the total value of imports 
and a slight increase in the Customs revenue, a result due in 
some measure to the operation of the new tariff under which 
blankets and woollen goods are imported at an increased rate of 
20 per cent. ad calorem duty. The principal articles of import 
trade are woollen and cotton manufactured goods, hardware, and 
saddlery, almost entirely of British manufacture. 


Closely connected with the import trade is the agricultural 
condition of the country. The past year has not been on the whole 
a fortunate one for a community so dependent upon their crops 
as are the Basuto. The earlier part of the season was, as has 
been the case for several past years, dry and unfavourable for 
the wheat crop, particularly in the south of the country. Scarcity 
prevailed in the southern districts, and to meet local wants a 
quantity of grain was removed from the more fortunate Leribe 
and Berea districts for sale in the south. The exports of 
produce, both in quantity and value, have been considerably less 
than during the preceding two years. 


The following is a comparative return of exports _ 
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Locusts made their appearance in several districts during the 
hail and supplies of “fungus” for their destruction were issucd. 

eports varied as to the effect of the “fungus,” but there seems 
no reason to doubt that some swarms were destroyed by this 
means, and the locusts caused little or no damage to the crops. 


General traders’ licences to the number of 140 have been issued, 
and 80 monthly hcences to hawkers trading with wagons ; in 
addition to which 161 free licences for trade or barter in the 
produce of the country have been granted. 


The Basuto have a considerable source of income in the wages 
earned by labourers who seek employment in foreign territories. 
The passes issued to natives leaving the country during the year 
are summarised in the following classified return :— 


EN Eee a a ans es 


Number 


Object of Journey. of Individuals. 


— 


Seeking empl :yment at Johannesburg __... fas ene 5,971 
a . » Kimberley ... | 1,096 

; e . Jagersfontein oe ee oF | 4,494 

i - », Coal Mines (Cape Colony) | 1,634 

For the purpose of Farm and Domestic Service ... aan | 24,175 

Total labourers _... sake Ma bere seis " 37.37] aa 

For the purpose of visiting ... es ee sie a 56,653 
Total ced rr ti es oe = 94,024 


a ay ee ee ee ns + eae 


EDUCATION. 


The expenditure on education during the past year has been 
£4,449 4s., in the shape of granis to the three mission societies, 
expenditure on the maintenance of scholars at industrial and 
training institutions at Cape Town, Grahamstown, and Lovedale, 
and other mmor miscellaneous charges connected with education. 


The school returns furnished show the following number of 
scholars on the books of the various mission schools and training: 
institutions :— 

Number of schools in Basutoland iis 169 
Number of scholars on books ... we. 10,348 
Mean average attendance as we «=: 45228 
The above number of scholars includes 23 students receiving 
Government aid at various training institutions in the Cape 


Colony. 
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POLICE AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The strength of the Basutoland Mounted Police is as iindene= 


Kuropean officers sie si dig. abl 
European constables... ai .. 8 
Native officers ... a dae .. «66 
Native sergeants is es ae 
Native corporals Sat st ie 
Native privates ~ es ... 206 


In addition to ey police duties, officers and men are 
constantly employed in collection of tax, political messages, and 
other work. The following police work has been performed :— 


Number of patrols ... Gs star ge a 
Estimated distance travelled wee £7,469 
Arrests under Liquor Law sins 61 
Arrests under Pass Law ... ot 124 


Arrests for other offences ... side 84 


The number of arrests for the three classes of offences shown 
is 269 as against 236 in the preceding year, thus testifying to 
the fact that there has been no diminution in police zeal or 
activity. 

The following cases were dealt with in the Assistant Come 
missioners’ Courts. 


Arson sie was eee ie sate 1 
Assault... wee nes side fi 
Breaches of Customs Regulations ca 3 
Breaches of Pass Law ... ae cog. 1TH 
Breaches of Liquor Law es rn to) 
Breaches of Law as to Firearms Si 5 
Fraud a sacs sie iis ae 5 
Homicide ... ss : aie 6 
Housebreaking... ies sai abs 4 
Ihieit diamond dealing ... ss ve 4 
Miscellaneous offences : 37 
Resisting police ... als eae -- §«=6: 16 
Riot zat ve iat we age 7 
Theft es aad sid ‘ w. = 80 


Total number of cases tried wee «6399 


34 civil cases were adjudicated upon. 
259 prisoners were received into gaol, of whom 66 remained in 


gaol on 30th June 1899. No floggings were inflicted during: the 
year. 
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Six prisoners were surrenderel to the Govern:nents of the Basvro- 
neighbouring territories under the Fugitive Offenders Act and arora 
Extradition Convention. is 


Return of Lost Stock Reported. 


~ Number Definitely : | 
Stouk Ronoried traced Not so Re- , Not re- 
oe EP to Basnto-| traced. | covered. | covered. 
as lost. | 
land. | 
| | ! 
Horses ... eee 66 | 16 50 18 48 
Cattle ... tes 55 31 24 31 24 
Sheep .. ...° 6289 | 35s 45 | BIT 


¢ 26 sheep and 2 horses were recovered in the Cape Be 
18 of thisnumber were reported as killed by leopards in Griqualand East. 


PorpuLATION. 


In the census of 1891 the population was returned at 218,324 
natives and 578 Europeans. The increase in the native popu- 
Jation can only be approximately estimated. A calculation based 
on the increased payment of Hut Tax gives 263,600 as the present 
native population, which is probably not far from the actual 
number. 

The state of the public health is alluded to in the reports of 
the Medical Officers. 

Small-pox appeared at several places, but was stamped out by 
vigorous measures of quarantine and vaccination. 

The meteorological observations, taken daily at seven stations 
throughout the country during the calendar year ended 31st 
December 1898, show a range of temperature from a mean 
maximum of 85 degrees to a mean minimum of 30°9 degrees. 


The average rainfall during the same period was 34°16 inches. 


PosTaL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


The Postal Revenue for the year was £1,520 9s. 4d., against 
an one under the same head of £2,039 ls. Of the 
Postal Revenue, £293 4s. 10d. is due to telegraph receipts. 


Ihe following are a few principal postal statistics :-— 
Letters posted sa as ... 148,343 
Post cards ... sae ar eon 3,159 
Newspapers ... ng ee ... 18,733 
Book and sample packets .. st 6,773 
Parcels baa ees - ioe 1,170 


Total ... 178,178 
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BasuTo- 
LAND, Correspondence Reecived, 
189S_9, 
aa Letters sais ee sas ise. “MAB GRC 


Post cards... ve ne ue 3,029 
Newspapers ... oe see we = O1 441 
Book and sample packets... ae 9347 


Parcels eee ees wee eee 4,251 
: Total wee 211,806 
£ os a. 

Money orders issued... we GATT 55 
Money orders paid... .. 3893 2 10 
Deposits in savings banks... «1,873 16 
Withdrawals... Gas we 1619 15 2 


[have the honour to enclose the reports of the following 
officers :— 
The Assistant Commissioner, Leribe. 
The Officer in Charge, Butha Buthe. 
The Medieal Officer, Leribe. 
The Assistant Comiissioner, Berea. 
The Assistant Commissioner, Maseru. 
The Principal Medical Officer, Maseru. 
The Assistant Commissioner, Mafetene. 
The Medical Otticer, Mafetene. 
The Assistant Commissioner, Mohale’s Hoek. 
The Medical Officer, Mohale’s Tock. 
The Assistant Commissioner, Quthing. 
The Assistant Commissioner, Qacha’s Nek. 


H.C. SLoney, 
Government Seeretary. 
Maseru, 
July 25th, 1899, 
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ANNUAL REPORT, 1898-9.—LERIBE. 


Compared with the year before, the past year has been a quiet 
one in Leribe. The distiet has been ch quieter, and though 
many causes of unrest exist still, they have forthe most part been 
smoothed over, and at the present moment are not acute. 


The most discontented portion of the district are, perhaps, the 
Makhoakhoa clan. Since the death of their chief Matela they 
have been split up into sections, each son with his following 
desiring to be directly under Jonathan or Lerothodi; Letsika, 
the eldest and chief of the clan, being very anxious to sever his 
connection with Leribe and the chief Jonathan. This, of course, 
is resented by Jonathan. 


On the Ramanella side there are the usual boundary disputes 
with Jonathan’s people, and inside that ward there is the 
complaint of Seshope, the second son, that he has been unfairly 
dealt with by his elder brother in the matter of dividing the 
ward. 7 


Jonathan’s son Tau has been sent by his father to occupy the 
Pitseng Plateau, and many people have gone to live under him. 
He has not yet been officially ieced by the Government, though 
he propably will be before long. There is friction between 
him anid his uncle Khetisa, many of whose outlying followers 
now look up to Tau. This is no doubt hard on Khetisa, hut 
it is what happens all over Basutoland. When the sons of the 
senior chiefs grow up and are placed out they absorb the younger 
sons of the former generation. Tau has been sensibly brought 
up and fairly educated. He is a well-meaning boy and well- 
disposed, and I have hopes that under proper direction and 
‘adictous control he will become a good and strong chief. 


Small-pox broke out at several places in the district during 
the year under report, but owing to the effective measures 
of quarantine adopted there was no spread of the disease. 
Vaccination, both arm to arm and from fresh lymph, was largely 
carried on, particulars of which will be furnished by the Medical 
Officer in his report. 


I append a return of revenue. The Hut Tax shows an increase 
of £46 on last year, which in its turn was a record year. 


£ 3s. d. 

Hut Tax ek vis .- 5,671 10 O 
Licences bee S58 er 483 0 0 
Fines... sss sie wat 96 12 0 
Fees... Se eae wae 3 0 0 
Miscellaneous ... iss pee 183 13 0 
Total coe £6,437 15 0 
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Basvto- Tax was paid on 11,082 huts. Arrear tax collected amounted 


LAND, : 
ae to £291 10s 
a The following is a return of licences issued :-— 
General traders ... re ois woe «644 
Paid hawkers a ee reer) | 
Free hawkers Jas es see sss 16 


The following table shows the results of action taken in the 
matter of tracing and recovering lost or stolen stock :— 


Traced to 
= Not |  Re- Not re- 
Description. | Reported. ata traced. | covered. | covered. 
Horses ... sb 8 4 4 3 5 
Cattle eee eee 9 ] 8 1 8 
Sheep and Goats 34 22 12 22 12 
The cases tried in my court are :— 
Theft... az sae ss Sie .. 14 
Housebreaking ... exh baie as  - 
Homicide wen ies dies ing we «2 
Contravening Pass Laws fan ae .. 40 
Contravening Liquor Laws ... be se 9 
Contravening Customs Regulations ... we «2 
Contravening the Law relating to Firearms... 2 
Resisting police ... si es eas 
Arson... was sis a vas oo. I 
Civil actions... oe a ee viwe 1S 


The harvest, on the whole, may be said to be good. The 
wheat crop failed, and the mealie crop was only fair, but the 
Kafir corn crop was a very heavy one. Sced wheat was issued 
on credit by the traders under an arrangement with Govern- 
ment, and, though few natives reaped any wheat, the liability 
incurred is being loyally met without pressure by the court. 
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Produce at present fetches about the following prices :— 


Wheat ... si ... 25s. per muid. 
Mealies ... sis oe QR 

Kafir corn aie ... @s. 6d. ,, 

Ponies ... set ... £8 each. 

Cattle ... ny we £10 ,, 

Sheep and goats eee 158s. 95 

Wool ... ots a. 4d. per lb. 

Mohair ... ek .. 8d. 4, 

Forage ... ae »- 30s. per 100 bundles. 


‘The following is a return of passes issued :— 


For the mines, Johannesburg we 2,220 
For the mines, Kimberley ... oat 134 
For the mines, Jagersfontein ane 71 
For the coal mines, Cape Colony ... 47 
For farm and domestic service .- 8,520 


For visiting and other purposes... 14,142 


Total passes issued ... 25,134 


The following table shows the amount of patrol work done by 
the police :— 


No. of Arrests. 


Estimated 
No. of Men Distance 
Patrols. | Engaged. | Travelled | A. Contraven- 
(Miles). | ing Liquor 
Laws. 


ing Pass | Offences. 


425 676 10,937 21 40 | 9 


My relations with the neighbouring Free State officials continue 
to be of a friendly nature. 


I attach a report by the officer in charge at Butha Buthe on 
that part of the district under his supervision. The statistics he 
gives are included in mine. 

I also attach the Medical Officer’s report. 
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I have to report that three cases of personal injury to natives 
of Basutoland in the Orange Free State have been brought to 
my notice during the year. 


The first was that of a native, who complained that he had 
been thrashed by a farmer over whose ground he was passing. 
He could show no marks of violence, and could bring no evidence 
to support his statement. He was-sent to the authorities at 
Fickaburg, who, on the farmer denying the assault, dismissed 
the case. 


The second was the case of a native who was tied up and 
logged by his master. This case was also sent to Ficksburg, 
and the master was summoned ‘by the Landdrost, found guilty, 
and fined two pounds sterling. 


In the third case a native was fired at four times by his 
master, who happens to be a justice of the peace. This case 
was sent through the Government Secretary to the Free State 
Government, who, on the Boer explaining to the Landdrost that 
he only intended to frighten the boy, contented themselves with 
expressing disapproval of his methods, and no prosecution was 
instituted. I am now in communication with a law agent in 
Ficksburg with a view to ascertaining the possibility and 
chances of success of a private prosecution. 


Gao. RETURN. 


Cases. | Guilty. | Not Guilty. | Committed | Discharged. | Now im 


23 14 


31 31 


No floggings were inflicted. 


J. C. MacGreeor. 
Assistant Commissioner. — 


Assistant Commissioner’s Office, Leribe, 
July 4th, 1899. 
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ANNUAL REPORT, 1898-9.—BUTHA BUTHE. 


The general state of the ward during the year has been 
ett There was a good deal of ill-feeling between chief 
Joel Molapo and his younger brother Hlasoa. This, however, 
has been more or less settled at a pitso held here, at which the 
chief Jonathan was present. Hlasoa is not living very happily, 
but for the time at least the acute state of the trouble has 


passed. 


There has been, as usual, a lot of disputing and quarrelling 
among the Makhoakhoa, which in April ended in a fight between 
Chaka’s and Dijo’s people. Those taking part were called up 
and various fines were inflicted. No lives were lost. 


In September last small-pox broke out at Sekubu, and after- 
wards in several villages near Seruthle and Belo’s. The disease 
was stopped from spreading to other parts of the ward, but some 
fifty people died. 


Statistics embodied in Leribe annual report. 


W. BoxwELL, 


Sub-Inspector B.M.P. 


Butha Buthe, 
July 3rd, 1899. 
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REPORT or tHE MEDICAL OFFICER, LERIBE, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30TH JUNE, 1899. 


The following table shows the number of attendances at the 
dispensary and hospital and the vaccinations performed during 
the year ending 30th June 1899 :— 


New Cases. Paves tone In-patients. | Vaccination. | Total. 
ee 
2,360 376 52 10,046 12,834 


‘The attendances at the dispensary and hospital were maintained 
at about the same numbers as in previous years. 


The number of vaccinations was much increased, and in excess 
of that of any previous year. This was due to the epidemic of 
small-pox in the northern part of the district. — = 


9,770 vaccinations were performed with glycerinated calf 
lymph, and 3,064 with humanized lymph. 


The medical aspect of the work done has been fully treated in 
a report presented to His Honour the Resident Commissioner in 
March, and calls for no further remarks at present. 

The statistics of the small-pox epidemic which prevailed in the 
Butha Buthe part of the district from September to March are 
now available, and are noted below :— 


eae ome 


— | No. | —— No. 
Villages infected... wie sia 17 Population .. | 1,268 
Number vaccinated ... ssi .. | 936 Unvaccinated ... 332 
» attacked... ste w- | 175 Recovered adie 127 
» died... Jen re awa 48 | 
»» recovered (vaccinated) ... | 121 Number recovered 6 
(unvaccinated ) 
» died (vaccinated) ... se 8 Number died (un- 40 
vaccinated ) 


The estimated population of the district 1s 41,043, comprising 
96 Europeans, 32 Indians, and 40,915 natives. The birth-rate is 
45°9 per 1,000, and the death-rate is 20°29 per 1,000. 

N. M. MacFar.ave, M.D., 
Medical Officer, 
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ANNUAL REPORT, 1898-9.—BEREA. 


After the disturbances of last year the present year has been 
uneventful. 


In the early part of the year Phatso, son of Mota, a local 
headman in the Sistrict, fell out with his Chief (Mamathe) on a 
question of ploughing rights. The quarrel dragged on till 
eventually I went to the scene of dispute, and, in conjunction 
with Masupha, marked out a definite line between him and 
Mamathe, This particular quarrel is, however, only the outcome 
of long standing bad feeling between the disputants, and already 
I hear rumours of more misunderstandings between them. They 
are, however, of no very great importance. 


With regard to the re-adjustment of boundary lines mentioned 
by me last year, Leshoboro has failed to avail himself, as yet, of 
the rights handed back to him. This is to be regretted, as the 
longer the time which is allowed to elapse before he assumes his 
rights, the more determined is i:kely to be the resistance of the 
people affected by it. 


At the time of writing the Chief (Masupha) is dangerously ill. 
He has been suffering from inflammation of the lungs, and the 
weak state to which the attaci- has reduced him is very serious 
at his great age. 


A small disturbance occurred last month at Leshoboro’s, in 
which a man named Mafolosi was wounded by a gunshot, and 
has had to lose his foot. The case will be heard as soon as the 
man 1s out of hospital. 


The present political crisis in the Transvaal is exercising the 
minds of the Basuto greatly, and much intelligent interest is 
displayed in the questions put by them on the subject. The air, 
of course, is full of rumours, more or less incorrect, as to the 
present state of affairs and future probabilities. 


Small-pox appears to have got a strong hold on this district, 
it being brought from Johannesburg by natives returning from 
work. Fourteen deaths have been reported tome. During the 
year my men have vaccinated 7,800 persons in the district, 
mostly with calf lymph. 

The number of passes issued at this office was as under :— 

For the mines, Johannesburg ses ..- 807 
3 Kimberley... aes -- I12l 
- Jagersfontein dis »- 280 
For the coal mines, Cape Colony ... ons 


For farm and domestic work pee eee 2,286 
Total for labour ... woe 3,494 

For visiting and other purposes... . 3,156 
6,650 
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Basuro- I am glad to say that Lerothodi’s visit to Berea, and the 

eae 3 general stoppage of Hut Tax allowances last year, had a good 
1898-9. effect on the Hut Tax this year. Masupha, for the first time for 
some years past, has sreriod himself, with satisfactory results as 
shown below :— 


£ s. d. 
Total Hut Tax collected... we 2,924 12 6 
Arrears ... eis ee we. 06610 O 
Hut Tax was paid on 4,737 huts. 
REVENUE. 
£ os. d. 
Hut Tax Soe ee oe .. 2,924 12 6 
Licenses te sak ae ... 289 5 O 
Fees of Court or Office Boe see 112 6 
Miscellaneous os oe bee 51 14 0O 
3,267 4 O 
LICENSES. 
The following licenses were issued :— 
General traders... o3 ste sve we. 22 
Paid hawkers ... Dan can ciate eee | HO 
Free hawkers ... oe ee sae we «CS 


The police detachment in Berea consists of— 


1 European Sub-Inspector. 
l - Constable. 

1 Native Sergeant. 

1 ,, Corporal. 

23 Privates. 


All the above are mounted, equipped, and efficient. 


A small detachment has been for some time stationed near 
Hanger’s Drift on the Caledon River. They have done good 
work, for though the actual arrests made by them are not 
numerous, their constant patrolling has done much to check the 
smuggling of liquor from Ladybrand into the district. 


—-_=—— 
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The following are the patrols carried out last year :— 


Number of patrols oes se we 332 


- 5» Men engaged ‘as .. 781 
Estimated distance travelled ... miles 8,719 
Arrests for Liquor Law oe des 6 

ss »» Pass Laws ae we «=s 18 

PS ,, other offences ee Lee 7 


The lost stock reported from the Free State was small. 
Return as under :— 


Traced to 
Dueripton, | Rept Beat’ | Sit, | a. | Seb 
| land. : . : 
_ 7 
Horses ... sae 3 1 1 9 9 
Cattle ... ee 8 6 6 9 2 


There has been a marked absence of serious crime as will be 
seen by the return of cases tried beneath. 


Contravening Liquor Laws ies oe «=C«@D 
Contravening Pass Laws Sat re 
Theft ee se sas ee a 6 
Robbery ‘i dis be we «oD 
Miscellaneous iss “es as ioe. 
Civil cases... 2 


During the year 40 men were received into gaol. 


In gaol at present ... sie eee rr | 
Prisoners convicted se sas we «624 
- discharged unconvicted oe a 
- extradited sas staid ee 32 


No floggings were administered. 


The Free State border officials have given me all necessary 
assistance. 


I have had no bona fide complaints during the year by Basuto 
of illtreatment when out of the Territory. 
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There was some scarcity of food early in the year and there: 
were undoubtedly isolated cases of want, but as mealies never rose 
above 25s. per muid it cannot be taken to have been anything 
really serious. 


The present local prices of stock and produce are :— 


Wheat... a ... £1 5s. per muid. 


Mealies ue seg. “125% is 

Kafir corn... avs 128. 3 
Horses... ase .. £5 10s. and upwards. 
Cattle ... sus .» £6 10s. ‘s 


Sheep and goats ... 5s. to 20s. each. 


The outlook for the present heed is good, seasonable rain 
having fallen to help the sowing of wheat and breaking up of new 
land. 


The roads on the whole are in good condition. A road party 
has been constantly at work on them during the year. The rains 
this year, though up to the average, were so equally divided that 
no month was much wetter than another, and so the roads escaped 
the scouring out of January and February. 


My report on the schools in Berea has already been handed to- 
you. 


L. WrRouGHrTon, 


Assistant Commissioner. 
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ANNUAL REPORT, 1898-9.—MASERU. 


With the exception of a few local disputes over gardens and 
thatching grass the peace of the district has been undisturbed. 


The failure of last year’s crops caused considerable want, 
and many persons had to part with their live stock for grain 
eee by certain of our traders, which fortunately they had on 

and. 

This season’s harvest of wheat was not good but is sufficient 
to replenish the seed supply. The crops of mealies and Kafir 
corn are exceptionally good. 


Small-pox broke out in the Chief Bereng’s ward in November, 
and subsequently at five other places. An epidemic was feared, 
but the enforcement of strict quarantine by the natives and 
vaccination carried out by the Government and missionaries had 
the effect of stamping it out. 


Several large swarms of locusts, both flying and veetgangers, 
appeared in the district during the months of December and 

anuary, but they did comparatively little damage. Fungus 
again had the desired effect and several swarms infected with it 
were exterminated. | 


Rinderpest is quite a thing of the past. 


I regret to have to record the deaths of the Chiefs Bereng 
Letsie, and Lehloenya, both men of importance. The Chief 
Bereng, though formerly inclined to ignore the Government, 
latterly became very amenable, and rendered prompt assistance in 
enforcing law and order when called upon to do so. The Chief 

y ; yved to be a supporter of the Government, 
and was a food and faithful adviser of the Paramount Chief. 


a er COMMERCIAL, 


Trade has been fairly good and grain realised good prices. 
The following are the current prices of Basutoland produce :— 


Cattle £5 to £12 
Horses £10 to £15 
Sheep 10s. to £1 
Goats 5s. to 10s. 
Wheat w. 15s. to 18s. 
Mealies 10s. to 13s. 
Kafir corn wae ‘ee ee 


Wool ek see ee 


Mohair eco ooo coo 


3d Ps per lb. 
6d. 99 
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i ? PuBLic Works. 
1298-9. 
oor The roads in the district have received continual attention 


during the year and are in good order. 


POLICE. 


The district detachment consists of :-— 


Sub-inspector ... sbi bee as 
European constables 

Native constables 

Native sergeant 

Native corporals " ses 
Native privates Sie es aii 4 


D> to = ND OO me 


The following particulars are of patrols performed during the 
year :— 


Number of patrols... aes sia 41 
Number of men employed _... . 119 
Number of miles patrolled... ..- 1,636 
Arrests (contravening Liquor Laws) 1 
Arrests for other offences _... als 5 


The return below shows action taken in recovering lost and 


stolen stock :— 
ee 
_—e Not Re- Not re- 
Description. | Reported.| Traced. betned:. leogecsd:. |: oaverod: 
Horses ... sus 19 2 17 2 AWW 
Cattle ... as 24 16 8 16° 8 
Sheep ... see 92 - — 92 —_ 92 
Goats eee oee ar —_ ¢ — — z= 


® 13 recovered before reported. 
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LICENCES. 


The following licences were issued during the year :— 


General traders... ses ee soe 27 
Paid hawkers _... see e .. 18 
Free hawkers oO ks oe wee 62 


CRIME. 


The undermentioned cases were tried in this Court :— 


Escape from custody aes as aes ve: 
Theft... : bss ae ... 10 


Housebreaking ia theft | 

Contravening Police Offences Act 

Contravening Basutoland Trading Bewilation: 

Contravening Basutoland Pass Regulations 

Assault . a 

Obtaining money deen false seeieane. 

Culpable homicide __... pee itp je 

Resisting police 

Contravening Post Office Act 4, 1882 

Civil cases 

SUMMARY OF PassEs IssuED. 

Passes for the mines, Johannesburg ... 1,688 
i | » Kimberley .... nee | — 255 
“ »  Jagersfontein sec. “2S 
"= 5 coal mines, Cape Colony... 22 


» for farm and domestic service ... 3,465 


Total passes for labour ... -- 6,705 
Total passes for other purposes... 7,468 


Total passes issued .. 14,173 


Oo — = m= NR em 6c OO ON 
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BasvuTo- 


ona REVENUE. 

1898-9. 

ae The revenue for the year amounts to £4,691 12s. 3d., and 

consists of :— 
£ 8. d. 

Hut Tax a sue ... 3,985 0 0 
Licences had ae is 290 0 0O 
Fines... ee cis sae 5410 O 
Ferry tolls... re .. 103 7 3 
Fees of court or office... hats 5 8 6 
Miscellaneous ... sate bee 253 6 6 


oo 


Total sae w» £4,691 12 


Tax was paid on 7,562 huts. The amount of arrear tax 
collected is £265. 


Relations with the officials of bordering States continue 
friendly.. 


Gao. RETURN. 


Number of prisoners received into gaol during the year 41 
Se. ‘ convicted and sentenced ... woe ©6036 
ae 7" discharged unconvicted ... deg 55 
» in gaol on 30th June 1899 __... doe son 5 


No floggings were inflicted. 


C. GRIFFITH, 
Assistant Commissioner: 


Assistant Commissioner’s Office, Maseru, 
30th June 1899. 
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REPORT or tHE PRINCIPAL MEDICAL OFFICER,  Basvrto- 
BASUTOLAND, ror tHE YEAR ENDING 30TH scons 
JUNE 1899. ; 


_ The purely medical portion of the annual reports being now 
embodied in a report which is made at the end of each calendar 
year, only statistics and a general review of the medical work 
are here dealt with. 7 


The number of attendances at the dispensaries shows a slight 
increase, and the amount collected in fees is considerably in 


excess of that for the corresponding period embraced in the last 
report. 


Vaccination continues to be vigorously enforced wherever 
possible. The value of this preventive measure is yearly 
becoming more and more appreciated by the inhabitants. 


Small-pox has been prevalent, notably in the Leribe district, 
but in each epidemic, owing to the careful steps taken to isolate 


the infected villages, it has been confined to comparatively small 
areas, 


There has been no other epidemic disease which calls for 
special notice here. 


The additional hospital accommodation, in the form of operat- 
ing rooms at Mohale’s Hoek, Mafeteng, and Leribe, has partially 
met a long felt want. There is still, however, occasion for 
considerable improvements, notably in the direction of a nursing 
staff of some kind and better furnishing of the existing wards. 


The plan of having a native nurse in charge of the ward at 
the Maseru Hospital, which has now been on its trial for some 
time, is found to work admirably, and, if funds admitted, could 
be advantageously extended to the other district hospitals. 


With the increasing number of attendances and large amount 
of surgical work which is now done in the country, the present 
amount voted for drugs, surgical appliances, and wages only 
suffices by the exercise of the most rigid economy, and it is easy 
to understand how great economy in the use of drugs, &c. 1s 
likely to lead to inefliciency in the treatment of disease. 

The health of the police force in the country has been good. 

With the exception of a few cases of diarrhea and dysentery 
among the prisoners at Mafeteng, due to the bad water supply 
at that station owing to the very severe drought during the 
latter part of 1898, there has been but little or no sickness in the 
gaols. 

I append a return showing the number of patients attended 
during the year, together with a comparison of the preceding 
year’s figures. 

Epwarp C. Lone, 


Principal Medical Officer. 
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ANNUAL REPORT.—MAFETENG DISTRICT. 


’ 
+ 


During the past twelve months this district was not seriously" 
disturbed by political events., ., 


‘The attitude of chiefs and people was peaceable through a 
trying period while ordinary food was very scarce and dear, and’ 
when, owing | to protracted drought, there was but slight hope 
of last season’s crops maturing. Many native families “removed 
to districts where they could more readily obtain food, and 
several thousands of the male population went to the neighbouring 
States to work, and thence they remitted money to their relatives 
at home. In the ageregate, remittances through the Assistant 
Commissioner’s Office alone came to a considerable amount, and 
money was also sent through other channels. Eventually rain 
fell in time to save a portion of the district crops, and although 
a comparatively meagre harvest was gathered, still the people 
have sufficient food at the present time. 


Chief Letsie, the eldest son of the Paramount Chief, is 
inclined to be troublesome sometimes in local matters, and T have 
referred in previous reports to some of his misdemeanours. Last 
May I again found it necessary to check Letsie because he was, 
protecting and encouraging native brandy sellers in his ward, 
secretly intimidating my. police, and also preventing his people 
from taking their grain to shops to get money for tax, and to 
pay debts due for seed wheat which European traders had 
generously given out on credit last year. I first remonstrated 
with Letsie, “put, finding he was obstinate, I subsequently, with 
the approval of ‘the Resident Commissioner, suspended him from 
his position of native police officer and stopped his pay. <All 


known canteens in Letsie’s ward were raided by police and; 


messengers of the Paramount Chief, and the smugglers were 
arrested and punished. These brandy canteens were all on a 
small scale, and similar places existed in other parts of the 
district, where the illicit sellers took warning and stopped the 
traffic before they could be detected. Brandy sold at these 
native villages was purchased by the smugglers in the Orange 
Free State and the Cape Colony and convey ved into this territory 
by various secret devices in order to escape the vigilance of our 
Border Police patrols. 


No case of serious violence towards Basuto in the Orange Free 
State has come to my notice, but several complaints relating to 
the detention of property have been made by Basuto. A return 
of such cases is attached to this report. 


The Basuto are keen observers, and the political agitation in 
South African States has not failed to attract their attention 
and excite their curiosity. 
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The public roads received the usual attention, and have been 
maintained and kept in order. 


A new gaol was built at the Magistracy, and Government 
buildings and the water service at this station underwent sundry 
repairs and improvements. 


Education and religious instruction is carried on energetically 
by the various mission societies. I have inspected and furnished 
a separate report on 26 Government aided schools in this district. 


_ The strength of the police detachment at this Magistracy 
18 :— 


Sub-inspector _... sea a “ae. 
European constables ier es ie. 2 
Native officer ‘i me ee ic, 
Native sergeant 1 
»» corporal 1 
95 privates... sie oe ae 631 
5» constable ... ee ies en 


The police continue to perform good and useful service, as the 
following statistics will show :— 


Number of patrols ae by .. 199 


Number of men employed = ... 430 
Number of miles patrolled __... ... 8,641 
Number of arrests ae ae eae 720 


The undermentioned cases came before the Assistant Com- 
missioner’s Court :— 


Civil cases — ju ise ww. 4 
Contravening Liquor Laws sis ae 
Theft is eae ss és rome 0! 
Homicide ... gee oi om we se 
Contravening Act 14 of 1885 (I.D.B.)... 4 
Other crimes se os ns ae 6 


No. of prisoners received in gaol during year ending 


30th June 189... soa io ~ wee 29 
No. of prisoners convicted and sentenced ... wee 25 
No. of prisoners discharged unconvicted ... iz. 2 


No. of prisoners in gaol on 30th June 1899 8 


_ No floggings were inflicted. 
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I append a return showing result of action taken in tracing lost BasvTd= 
and stolen stock :— aaaca 


ee S ee i ee a eee sy Sa gst em lat ace cet Hees: ae 


a er Traced to Not. Re- Not re- 
Description. | Reported. Basutoland. | traced. covered. | covered. 


— —— peter tae ae - ma em a a 


Horses ag 7 2 5 2 4) 
Cattle h 5 — 5 _ 
Sheepand goats 14 4 10 4 10 


Licences issued were as under :— 


General traders ... sii ed .. 283 
Paid hawkers _... . 6 


Free hawkers (including cattle buyers)... 73 


(senerally speaking, the year was not commercially favourable 
to resident traders, but cattle buyers from the Cape Colony and 
Orange Free State bought the stock largely and paid good prices 
for the same. 

Wheat has been extensively sown this winter under favourable 
conditions, and should rains come in due season there will probably 
be an abundant crop. 


(government purchased and distributed good seed wheat to poor 
persons who had none. 


The rainfall at Mafeteng for twelve months ended 30th June 
1899 was 23°22 inches. 


The following table shows current prices of produce and 
stock :— 


£s d. 
Wheat, per bag... ae . 1 0 0 
Mealies ” nee sae 017 6 
Kafir corn ,, ee aie - O17 6 
Barley is sal re .- 010 0 
Oats se igs ma .. O15 O 
Slaughter cattle... ve .. 10 0 O 
Horses... or ‘ies .. 610 0 
Sheep 23 sae ay .» O12 6 
Goats big ss is sce. «102 7 6 
Wool, per Ib. — Sime oe O 0 5 
Mohair _,, oa ade we O - O 9 
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I attach a return of revenue collected :— 


s. ad. 
Hut Tax... we lis 3,436 0 O 
Licences ae sine ae 236 0 0O 
Fines... ee on ae 77 2 8 
Fees ... 9 as. yas sie 8 19 6 
Miscellaneous Ma ae 236 6 O 


Total ... .. £3994 8 6 


Tax was paid on 6,710 huts. Arrear tax collected amounts 
to £116 10s. 


The under-mentioned number of natives obtained passes at the 
Assistant Commissioner’s Office to leave this territory :— 


Men for the mines, Johannesburg Be “sis 677 
99 9 9 9 Kimberley eee eee eve 266 


ae. Re oe »  vJagersfontein eas wo = 1, 675 
95 9, coal mines, Cape Colony Sea sae 42 
> 5, farm and domestic service ... we «=—.4, 158 
>» 99 Other purposes ... sis a : 9,162 
Women for farm and domestic service... ats 972 
ss 5 Other purposes siete sae Se 533 
Total passes... ..» 17,485 


T. P. Kennan, 


Assistant Commissioner. 


Assistant Commissioner’s Office, Mafeteng, 
4th July 1899. 


RETURN OF-CUMPLAINTS MADE BY NATIVES OF MAFETENG 
DISTRICT AGAINST PEOPLE IN THE ORANGE FREE STATE 
DURING THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1899. 


1.—8th April 1899. 


Lefu of Letsie’s made complaint that he had taken two large 
bullocks to exchange for young cattle in Wepener, where he had 
arranged with one Spiller to exchange them for two head of 
cattle and £7 10s. He was given by Spiller two young bullocks 
and a saddle and bridle, which he refused to accept. On 
attempting to take his own bullocks back he was arrested and 
lodged in gaol. 

On the Assistant Commissioner, Mafeteng, writing to the 
Landdrost of Wepener, Lefu was discharged, the Landdrost 
inquiring into his case, with the result that decision was given 
against Lefu, and he was ordered to take the two young bullocks 
and the saddle or cash, He took the bullocks and cash. Lefu 


‘COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 37 


lost by this transaction as the bullocks and cash he got did not 
amount to the value of the two bullocks he had bartered. 

~ Agents in Wepener refused-to take up Lefu’s case, and the 
Assistant Commissioner infers that they did so because Spiller is 
an influential man in Wepener. 


2.—10th April 1899. 


April of Leduma’s complained that he had worked six months 
for one Van der Merwe of the farm “ Brandywyn,” Rouxville 
District, O.F.S. He had earned a heifer which van der Merwe 
refused to give him. <A letter from the Assistant Commissioner 
to the Field Cornet Greyling was given to April, who then 
returned to his master who promised to pay the heifer if April 
would work for a further term at 10s. per month. He did so, 
and at the end of two months received £1. He asked for a pass 
to return to Basutoland with his heifer, but his master refused, 
and the elder Van der Merwe then told him he could return 
without a pass. He took his heifer and came to Basutoland. 
Van der Merwe followed him and tried to induce April to return 
to work, but, failing in this, he came to the office at Mafeteng 
and complained that April had stolen his brother-in-law’s heifer 
and had left his own behind. April made a statement and pro- 
duced evidence to show that he Mad only taken the heifer which 
had been pointed out to him. 

The Assistant Commissioner ,wrote to the Landdrost at 
Rouxville ++ the matter, who is communicating with Van der 
Merwe. 

3.—2Uth April 1899. 


Rimpi of Mojela’s complained that while working at Robert- 
son's) Mill, Jammerberg Drift, he had lost a horse which he 
afterwards found in the possession of “ Doki,” a native working 
at Hoftman’s Farm. He got a pass from Messrs. Robertson to 
search for the horse, but when he claimed it Hoffman sent for 
the police and he was lodged in gaol at Wepencr. Subsequently, 
on receipt of a letter from the Assistant Commissioner, Mafeteng, 
the Landdrost released Rimpi and told him he could employ an 
agent. Mr. Chase, J.C., was employed by Rimpi, and the case 
was heard by the Landdrost who gave judgment against Rimpi, 
who had to pay costs amounting to £20. The Assistant Com- 
missioner advised Rimpi to take the case to higher courts, but 
he said he had not the money to defray expenses. 

Subsequent enquiries, made by direction of the Resident 
Commissioner, revealed the fact that there was conflicting 
evidence as to the identity of the horse and that no good object 
was likely to be served by further pursuing the case. 


T. P. KENNAN, 


Assistant Commissioner. 
Mafeteng, 
30th June 1899. 
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REPORT or tHE MEDICAL OFFICER, MAFETENG, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1899. 


DISPENSARY. 


The number of attendances at the Government Dispensary 
here during the past twelve months was 4,462. Of these the 
number of new cases is 3,266. The remainder are “repeats,” 
1,196. 


HospPITA.L. 


As hospital ee were received 72 natives, almost 
exclusively surgical cases. 


In 53 cases operations were necessary and were performed. 
The deaths in hospital during the year were six. 


VACCINATIONS. 


During this period 5,188 vaccination certificates were issued. 


Besides this number, there were vaccinated or re-vaccinated 
freely some 7,000 of all ages. 


EPIDEMICS. 


An outbreak of smallpox occurred at Major’s village; there 
were 23 cases with five deaths. Vaccination and quarantine 
prevented spreading. 


A few cases of typhoid fever occurred, in most cases brought 
back from mining and other centres ; two deaths. 


A small epidemic of chicken-pox caused no deaths. 


POLICE. 


§ The health of the police detachment here has, on the whole, 
been good. 


During the drought (in December and January especially, to 
my knowledge) there was much diarrhoea and other bowel sickness 
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amongst both the adult and infant population of the camp. The 
infant mortality in the camp was higher during that time than 
since. The exceptionally severe deougi was the sufficiently 
evident cause ; our water supply at that time leaving much to be 


desired, both as regards quantity and quality. 


PRISONERS. 


During the worst part of. the drought diarrhea and dysentery 
were prevalent among the prisoners in goal. 


Boiling their drinking water was ordered, and was followed by 
a great diminution in the sickness rate. With the return of a 


plentiful water supply after the rains came the trouble disap- 
peared. 


D. M. Tomory. 
Medical Officer. 
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ANNUAL REPORT, 1898-9.—MOHALE’S HOEK. 


In the early part of the year just ended, the district was again 
suffering from drought, no rain having fallen since the early part 
of the preceding month of April, the wheat prospect was in 
consequence very gloomy, and at the following harvest very little 
wheat was reaped throughout the district ; the Bataung and part 
of the Bamohale ward fared a Jittle better than the rest of the 
district. On the whole the crop was a failure, and the bulk of 
the wheat for local consumption had to be imported. , ., ‘ 


In July, Mocheko caused a lot of trouble by reporting that his 
life was in danger owing to threats from Griffith Lerothodi, and 
that he had in consequence fled with his stock to Palmietfontein, 
in the Herschel district. This matter was at once investigated, 
when Mocheko’s pretended alarm was proved to be groundless, 
and he was reprimanded for his false reports. 


In August rain fell, and mealie and kafir corn sowing com- 
menced in earnest, high hopes being entertained for a good 
season. 


In September a Free State burgher, who was discovered 
selling brandy to natives of Basutoland, was reported to the 
Landdrost of Wepener ; he was tried and convicted through 
evidence from this office. He was at the same time committed 
on a charge of gun running also to natives of this territory, 
but was acquitted by the jury at the Circuit Court, though 
the evidence and summing up of the judge were dead against 
him. 

Rain again fell during this month. 


In November, Hut Tax was fairly started and pushed on with 
vigour, and came in satisfactorily ; by the end of January the 
bulk was in. 


Mocheko continued very troublesome by constantly making 
complaints against Griffith ; these complaints were enquired 
into, but always found to be of little or no consequence or 
importance. 


In December the Paramount Chief sent messengers to 
institute thorough enquiry into Mocheko’s complaints against 
Griffith ; the result was the same, no satisfactory grounds could 
be found. 


In January the district was visited by large swarms of locusts. 

Dr. Edington’s locust fungus was largely used; no actual 

roof of its efficacy was observed, though reports from other 
bistricts were much in its favour. 
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_ Food at this time was very scarce and dear and the natives 
caught large quantities of these insects for food, and the visitation 
was viewed by many as a providential intervention. 


In February rain again fell, but as it had kept off so long the 
crops nearly all over the district were much injured and too far 
gone for recovery ; but sufficient for local use was saved, and I 

o not fear hunger, which at one time threatened. 


. The intense dry heat of summer destroyed all chances of a 
good harvest, and in consequence, little or no grain has been 
offered for sale in the district. 


In May the Resident Commissioner, accompanied by the 
Paramount Chief and most of the principal chiefs of Basutoland 
or their representatives, arrived from Maseru. The object of 
this visit was the formal placing of the young chief Griffith 
as caretaker over the Baphuti and Baposhodi wards in this 
district. 


A preliminary pitso was held at Sekoati’s, at which I was 
present, and the object of the visit announced to those present. 
On the 8th of the month a very large and representative pitso 
was held at the voung chief’s village when he was formally 
placed. Mocheko attempted to disorganize the pitso by calling 
upon all Baphuti to rise, but was promptly suppressed by the 
determined action of the Resident Commissioner, who ordered all 
to sit down ; Mocheko, being left to his own resources, afterwards 
sat down. Great indignation was felt by all at Mocheko’s 
conduct. The Resident Commissioner notified at the close of the 
pitso that the young chief’s area would be properly defined by 
the magistrate of the district together with representatives of the 
Paramount Chief. 


In June I proceeded to Rouxville with witnesses against a 
Free State burgher who had been run in for gun smuggling. The 
prisoner, who had no defence, pleaded guilty, and the papers 
were referred to the State Attorney. 


On the 12th of this month I proceeded to define the area of 
Griffith Lerothodi’s caretaking. I was accompanied by mes- 
sengers of the Paramount Chief, Native Officer Mohapi Letsie, 
and four police ; Griffith sent Mabidikoe as his messenger. The 
boundary has been clearly defined, and full report, with sketch 
map, will be sent in in terms of instructions from the Resident 
Commissioner. 


The autumn rains have been most favourable for wheat 
sowing, and a considerable quantity has been put in and looks 
very well. : css £3 ee re ae 


Relations with bordering officials continue satisfactory. | 


Smuggling in guns, arsmunition, and liquor continues; in the 
attempt to suppress this evil I have lately been assisted con- 
siderably by the co-operation of the Free State Police. 
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Education receives the usual attention and support. All the 
schools in the district have been inspected, and in some cases good 
improvement was noticed. 


Many passes have been issued during the year for labour and 
other purposes—numbers as per schedule. 


The roads have received the usual attention and, considering 
the natural difficulties in the way of good roads, may be said to 
be in good order. 


The stock is in exceptionally good condition owing to the 
luxuriant state of the pasturage since February. <A great many 
slaughter oxen have been bought up in the district and sent to 
the different markets. 


Schedules of the various returns will be found below :— 


Passes IssuEpD. 


For the mines, Johannesbure ... we 443 
Kimberley ie cx “DOT 
‘ Jagersfontein ... .-. 1,108 
For coal mines, Cape Colony ... (BAT 
For farm and domestic service... ... 2,639 


Total number for labour woe 4,794 


For visiting and other purposes wee 4,986 


Total number issued ... wee 9,780 


RETURN OF PATROLs. 


Number of patrols __... Be we, dd 
Number of men engaged awe ww. 203 


Estimated distance travelled ... ose «4,045 miles 


Arrests for contravening liquor laws ... 11 
‘5 ‘5 PASS gy wee 4} 
Other arrests ... eae ‘ie bie 21 
Total eee eee eee eee 3 


| 


ees 
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REtTuRN OF Lost Srock REPORTED. 


Traced to 


Description. | Reported.| Basuto- rs a 
| land. ; 
ace: ate Ae 
| 
Horses ... “es 9 2 


Sheep and goats 96 — 
| 


| 


ee eee 


Re- 


covered, 


Not re- 
covered. 


R6 


NoTE.—26 of the sheep and goats reported recovered in 


adjacent territories 


RETURN OF CASES TRIED IN THE ASSISTANT- 


COMMISSIONER'S CouRT. 


Civil cases ... sit gts sae 
Theft aes sa te see 
Resisting police... — side 


Contravening liquor regulations ... 
Contempt of court ... 
Contravening firearms regulations 
Fraud <a aay es fot 
Contravening gaol regulations _... 


Contravening pass regulations _... 


LICENCES IssuED. 


General traders... ee ae 
Paid hawkers ___... oe ve 
Free ‘5 age wed ale 
Dam licences ads be ae 


~— 
— ett CO et 


Oo 
a) 


14 


LAND, 
1898-9. 


LAND, 
1898-9. 
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REVENUE. 

£ s. d. 
Hut Tax Sue woe «=n «8767 10 0 
Licences... aay oe . 157 0 0° 
Fines... we ats . 113 9 6 
Ferry tolls aa re ae 13 0 
Fees of court or office ... daw 3 2 6 
Miscellaneous... wae . 12411 0, 


Total .. £4,166 6 O 


Arrear Hut Tax collected ... £123 10s. 
Number of huts upon which tax was paid, .7,337 


CuRRENT Prick oF StTock AND PRODUCE. 


a4 £s. d. 
Oxen oe er ce vase 20 Or <O 
Cows and young cattle sii .- 610 O 
Sheep See an sag es 12 6 
Goats sigs ss as des 10 6 
Horses site is ae .. 810 0 
W heat ssi se ss see. we! Se 36 
Mealies ... ws seis . O15 O 
Kafir corn ... ads ibe .. 018 0 
Barley ga ve sat ie 12 0 
Oats sis ee sie ce 12 0 
GaoL RETURN. 
Number of prisoners received into gaol. ... 30 
“3 33 convicted and sentenced 21 


Surrendered under Fugitive Offenders Act to 
adjacent territories (Cape Colony)) ... we 4 


Discharged, unconvicted... ee a: Ta. 


Number of prisoners in gaol on 30th June, 1899 10 
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Summary of cases reported at this office by natives against 
‘residents in adjacent territories :— 


10th August 1898. Horse stolen from Griffith’s village and 
sold to Van Tonder.—Recovered and restored to owner. 


15th November 1898. 2 cattle stolen from Mocheko and sold 
to Schoeman.— Both recovered and restored to owner. 


30th May 1899. 2 horses stolen from Monehela’s ward and 
sold to a native in Herschel.—Referred to Resident Magistrate, 
Herschel, requesting his assistance; correspondence still in 
progress. 
RETURN OF FLOGGINGS. 


Nil. 


PoLicE DETACHMENT. 


European sub-inspector... ae ee | 
European constable is dhe ae. - il 
Native officer ssa sie sus ee 
. Native sergeant... ss ae ae 
Native corporal... ae des ve | 
Native lance-corporals ... sa wie 
Native first-class privates... sie im, 2 
Native second-class privates —... .- 18 


J. W. BowKEr, 


Assistant Commissioner, 
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REPORT or tHe MEDICAL OFFICER, MOHALE’S 
HOEK, ror tHE YEAR ENDING 30tn JUNE, 1899. 


~ 


The following comparative statistics are of work done at the 
Mohale’s Hoek Dispensary during the last two years ending 30th 
June, 1899 :— 


TaBLe SHOWING ATTENDANCE UNDER DIFFERENT HEADS 
FOR PER1IopD MENTIONED. 


' 
—- | 1897-8. | 1898-9. | Increase. Decrease. 
ee a oe sae See os a 
| 
New cases... oes 3 1,702 2,132 430 ) — 
Subsequent attendances... 281 293 | | a 
In-patients ... axe me 28 39 | Ss — 
Vaccination ... sig i 3,432 | 2.857 3 _ 582 
Vaccination free... si _ 536 | D360 — 
a en 
Totals... aie 5,443 5,850 989 582 


The table shows a marked increase over the preceding twelve 
months for medical attendance, showing an increase of a little 
over 25 per cent. of the previous year’s total for out-patients, and 
more than same percentage for in-patients. 


The number of vaceination certificates issued was considerably 
below last year’s number. 


There was little free vaccination performed in the district, all 
that was done being in camp; the chiefs not availing themselves 
of the opportunity offered. 

Of 39 in-patients, 32 were discharged and 2 greatly improved ; 
2 were not improved. Two refused to stay long enough to 
receive benefit, and one was discharged on account of refusing an 
operation. 


Chloroform was administered 39 times ; there were no mishaps. 


W. R. Narrvs, 
Medical Officer. 
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ANNUAL REPORT, 1898 -9.—QUTHING. 


GENERAL. 


The year gence) speaking has been an uneventful one as 
regards this district, and there have been few occurrences worthy 
of note. 


1. By the enforced removal of a village belonging to one 
Raphera from the vicinity of the chief Lefuyane’s place in 
August, 1898, the Resident Commissioner confirmed a judgment 
of the Paramount Chief which had been evaded for several 
years, and affirmed the useful principle that no one can be 
permitted to reside on the land of a chief to whom he refuses 
allegiance. 


2. There is still occasional friction in the Tambookie ward, 
Mjanyane, between the sons of the late chief Tyali. A faction 
fight which took place in that ward in February, in which a 
son of Mpeto Tali was killed, caused some excitement at the 
time, but the case was ultimately dealt with by the District 
Court deputed by the Resident Commissioner. 


3. Liquor smugghng from the Colonial border villages is 
unfortunately rather on the increase, in spite of the endeavours 
of the Basutoland authorities to check it. This subject was 
fully reported on to headquarters on the 19th May last. 


The Baphuti chief Moeletsi Tsekoa was recently cautioned 
by the Resident Commissioner for neglect of duty in con- 
nection with certain cases of liquor running on the Barkly East 
border. 


4, The practice referred to in my Annual Report for the 
year ending 30th June, 1897, of illtreating prisoners in Chief’s 
Courts, for the purpose of extorting confessions or implicating 
other persons, still prevails to some extent, and cases of this nature 
have been reported during the year. 


5. On the 10th June, 1899, Griffith, a son of the Paramount. 
Chief, residing in the adjacent district of Mohale’s Hoek, crossed 
the Orange River into this district with a number of men and 
raided the villaee of Nehemiah Moshesh, near Moirosis Mountain, 
carrying off a considerable quantity of live stock and assaulting 
Nehemiah and several of his followers more or less severely. 
No resistance appears to have been attempted by the persons 
attacked, and no sufficient motive is alleged for the raid, which 
is supposed to have been organized for the purpose of punishing 
Nehemiah for suspected connection with recent political agitation 
in the Mohale’s Hoek district. 


Basvuto- 
LAND, 
1898-9. 


=e 
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fee ’ i Mety : a5. ‘ 
RELATIONS WITH BORDERING STATEs. 


Cordial relations continue with the neighbouring territories, 
and mutual facilities are afforded for the tracing of criminals and 
the recovery of lost stock. 


Correspondence has been caused through certain farmers on 
the Barkly East border sending their stock through the fence, 
which they presumably broke down for the purpose, to graze on 
the Basutoland side of the line. This is a practice calculated 
to lead to losses of stock from both sides of the border, besides 
increasing the difficulty of patrolling and giving rise to vague 
accusations of theft, when stock stray through the broken fence, 
and are temporarily missed by their owners. 


f 


AGRICULTURE. 


The severe winter of 1898 was followed by a disastrous drought 
which lasted until March, 1899. The earher crops were almost 
an entire failure, and although the frost, which usually sets in 
early in April, was delayed this vear until the 18th May, both 
maize and kafir corn were so retarded in their growth by the 
dry summer that the harvest now being gathered is more or less 
a scanty one. 


The live stock in the country is generally in) good order. 
Since the autumn rains set in the pasturage has improved, and is 
likely to last through the winter in such locations as are not 
overstocked. The general class of stock among the Basuto is 
not improving owing principally to careless breeding. Until 
some inducement is held out to natives, either in the form of 
prizes at agricultural shows or in other ways, to tempt them to 
improve the quality of their stock, they are likely to continue 
their present haphazard method indefinitely. 


Pusiic Works. 


The main roads in the district are in passable order, and 
temporary repairs have been effected on some of the branch roads 
and bridle paths. 7 


Certain necessary alterations and additions have heen made to 
the public buildings at this station. 


The waterworks have maintained a fair supply in spite of the 
severe drought of last summer and previous dry years. 


MEDICAL. 


Owing to the recent departure for England of the late Acting 
Medical Officer, no medical report can be furnished. Vaccina- 
tion has been extensively carried on both at the Government 
dispensary and at native villages, where Police have been 
temporarily detailed to cultivate arm to arm treatment. 


ee 
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EDUCATION. 


Reports on the Government aided schools have been eeu 
sent in to headquarters. The Industrial School of the Frenc 
Protestant Mission had the misfortune to lose its Director, 
Mr. E. W. Kruger, through an accident with firearms in October, 
1898. This gentleman’s death is a serious loss to the Mission 
and is generally regretted. 


REVENUE. 
£ s. al 
Hut Tax... a oe .. 2443 10 0 
Licenses... des see seh 141 0 0 
Fines ie sa a ses 58 14 6 
Ferry tolls ... ae oe on 142 5 6 
Fees of court or office wee ee 2 2 0 
Miscellaneous receipts bid ee 65 17 O 
Total .. £2,853 9 0 
Arrear tax collected ... a ... £36 10 O 


Number of huts on which tax was paid... 4,814 
LosT AND STOLEN Srock. 


Description 


| Traced Not R | seek 
iption. | Reported. | to Basuto-| 7 2 a e- i‘ 
land. raced. covered, ns ecovered. 


— 


Horses 28 12 2 10 2 10 
Cattle ie 7 1 6 1 6 
Sheep as 363 — 363 = 363 


Notr.—In all probability these sheep had strayed and were 
afterwards recovered by the owners. 
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PassEs ISsuED. 


For the nines, Johannesburg 

‘3 Kimberley ... 

- J agersfontein ane 
For the coal mines, Cape Colony... 
For farm and domestic service, &c. 


ee9 


For other purposes... 
Total 


59 
48 
30 

602 

1,500. 


2,239. 
8,124 


10,363 


RETURN OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES. 


Civil actions ... 

Culpable homicide 

Theft .. ii 

Accessory after fact i theft. 

Concerned in fight in which life was taken 


Attempting to obtain property under false ee 


Contravening liquor laws bes 
ss firearms regulations ... 
- customs regulations sus 


‘5 pass laws 
Assault 


Obstructing police oe 
Causing contravention of customs reoilations 


LICENSES ISSUED. 


General traders... 
Paid hawkers ... 
Free hawkers 


CURRENT PRICES OF PRODUCE. 


Wheat 20s. a bag. 
Mealies 20s. 45 

Kafir corn 25s. 45 

Horses £8 to £15 each. 
Cattle... £6 to £12 ,, 
Sheep... 18s. to 20s. ,, 
Goats ... 10s. to 15s. ,, 
Wool ... 3d. per lb. 
Mohair 9d. 


Forage ee woe 


@ 


pad peed 
m a1 on Wm OO 


i 
m= OO m= PR we NAT 


33 
25s. to 40s. a 100 bundles. 
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RETURN OF PATROLS. 


ee |} 


Number of patrols... me Sis 78 
Number of men engaged _... . 137 
Estimated distance travelled... .»- 4,858 miles. 


Arrests for contravening liquor laws 7 
‘5 ‘5 pass laws 23 
ze other offences ... sis 25 


Return OF FLoaaines. 


Nil. 


GAOL RETURN. 


Number of prisoners received into gaol so 40 
99 » convicted and sentenced 66 
5 on discharged, unconvicted 4 
4 i mn gaol on 30th June .,. = 7 


PouticeE DETACHMENT. 


European sub-inspector ise ss us 1 
_— constable... sas ae di 1 
Native non-commissioned officers ... —_.eee 3 
55 ~privates sl ei shag coe. 21 


S. BARRETT, 


Assistant Commissioner. 
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ANNUAL REPORT, 1898-9—QACHA’S NEK. 


By direction of his honour the Resident Commissioner, I 
arrived at this station on the 10th April and took over the duties 
from Mr. Moony, who had been granted leave. 


Nothing of any morn has happened in this district during 
the past twelve months. 


Towards the end of July, chief Mpiti took up arms and pro- 
ceeded with his men to Naka’s Village, to await an attack he 
was er peciue from the chief Sekake, who happily never 
approached. Upon Government and the chief akhaola 
Lerothodi persuading Mpiti to withdraw his contingent, he quietly 
retired home. He and his followers were subsequently fined for 
taking up arms. 

Notwithstanding that the wards of the above-mentioned chiefs 
have been definitely defined, it has been the source of much 
quarrelling. 


The Baphuti chief, Mocheko, residing in Mohale’s Hoek 
district, had grievances against the placing of Griffith Lerothodi, 
and incited the clan living under his brother Thibateri, in this 
district, over whom he has no control. 


Thibateri, who was foolish enough to obey the unauthorised 
orders of Mocheko, has been dealt with by the Paramount Chief. 


In August the Cape Government placed guards at the principal 
gates along the Border Fence, and prevented all sheep and goats 
from entering East Griqualand, unless the owners could produce 
a certificate to the effect that the stock had been dipped. 

The stationing of guards may be a check on theft of stock and 
liquor smuggling, but. will not deter determined peop:e. The 
fence has been cut often, but there is nothing to prove that it 
can be attributed more to the residents of Salad than to 
the inhabitants of the Cape Colony. 


In March, a case of small-pox was reported at Mpiti’s ward. 
The area was promptly quarantined and the aremundiig natives 
were vaccinated. The patient succumbed, and the much dreaded 
disease died out. 


The police continue to perform their duties satisfactorily, but 
need for more men has been felt more than once. 


No cases of ill-treatment of Basutoland natives in neighbouring 
territories have been reported at this office. 


There are two Government aided schools in this district. A 
night school for the police has lately been started. 


The harvest has not been altogether successful, owing to the 
evere drought last summer and early frosts. No hunger is 
anticipated, as there are very fair crops in Matatiele district, 
and our natives have been purchasing freely. 
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Hut Tax shows an increase of £150 on last year. 
collected is as follows :— 

£ os. d. 

Hut Tax a ise .. 1,450 0 O 
Licences aie at er 30 0 O 

Fines ... ase ee ate 40 13 O 
Fees... aed see ass 012 6 
Miscellaneous ... ‘a see 35 4 3 

Total £1,556 9 9 


Amount of arrear tax collected, 60/7. 10s. 
Number of huts on which tax was paid, 2,779. 


There are two licensed general traders in the district. 


Ten paid hawkers’ licences have been issued. 


RETURN OF Lost STOCK. 


—_— re i cr ee ee 


Description. | Reported. Traced. pokes Pei 
| 
Horses ... hs | 8 3 5 3 | 
Cattle ... sa | 2 2 — 2 
Sheep wet QT 9 18 9 | 
| | 


® Two recovered in Cape Colony. 
ft 18 killed by tigers in East Griqualand. 


The following cases were tried in this Court :— 


Civil actions 

Theft 

Assault 

Resisting police 
Illegal seizure us 
Damaging fence ah 
Attempted fraud... ee 
Contravening liquor laws ... 
Contravening pass laws - 
Contravening hawkers’ regulations 


e 
e 
e 
nw GO SP = PY = DH HW CO HW 
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Revenue 


Not re- 
covered. 


18+ 


BasuTo 
LAND, 
1898-9. 


a oe 
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Basvto- The following are the current prices of Basutoland produce 
LAND au 
jae 6. and stock : 
—=— Wheat ... oe rar ... 15s. per bag. 
Mealies... és — ... 10s. 5 


Kafir corn wee sole ... Os. 
Ponies ... ase aut .. £3to £9 
Cattle ... ... .. w«. £5to £14 
Sheep ... es an ... 10s. to 20s. 
Goats ... is oe w. 78. to 15s. 
Wool... oe oe ... hd. per Ib. 
Mohair... ae Sy wa LS. 
Forage (100 bundles) ... ... 12s. 6d. 


RETURN OF PasskEs ISSUED. 


For mines—Johannesburg _... ve 77 
- Jagersfontein... iis 55 

a, Kimberley _ me 15 

For the coal mines—Cape Colony... 575 
For farm and domestic service .. 635 
For visiting and other purposes .- 9,C82 
Total passes issued 10,439 


This shows a very large increase on last year’s return, owing 
to scarcity of food. 


RETURN OF PATROLS. 


Arrests. 


' 
ae | at Estimated a oeaarceea aan a 
11es, : er 
Patrols. | Men. Liquor Laws. | Pass oe Offences: 
a ere fee ee Eres: 
| | . 
88 128 5,133 4 ! 5 8 
| 


The detachment consists of :— 


Sub-Inspector 
Corporal sia vi ae sis 
Privates... see wit ods ree 
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LICENCES ISSUED. 


<seneral traders’ licences ... ee sie, 22 


Hawkers’ licences... 


GAOL RETURN. 


Number of prisoners received in gaol 
during year ended 30th June, 1899 ... 34 

Number convicted and sentenced ac 26 

Number discharged bs ee . 8 


Number in gaol on 30th June, 189 ae. 


No floggings were inflicted. 


Ek. D’U. Biytu, 


Acting Assistant Commisswner. 


‘Qacha’s Nek, 
30th June, 1899. 
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No. Colony. | Year. 
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270 | Malta... .: 
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276 | Gibraltar i ai ‘ ia 1898 
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No Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast... ... | Economic Agriculture. 
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4 | Canada .... Emigration. 
5 | Bahamas ... | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong ... | Bubonie Plague. 
7 | Newfoundland ... | Mineral Resources. 
8 | Western lacific ....| British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica ... ... | Agriculture. 
10 | ~Virgin Islands : | Condition during 1597. 
11 | Grenada | Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla Vital Statistics, 1598. 
13 | Cook Islands re Report for 1899. 
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No. 298. 


BERMUDA, 


BERMUDA. 1899. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 259.) 


—_ pe “a 


GovERNOR Barker to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Bermuda, | 
dist March, 1900. 
Srr, 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Annual Report 
on the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1899, which has 
been prepared by Mr. Alison, the Colonial Secretary. 


The books will be forwarded at an early date. 
I have, &c., 


G. Dicpy Barker, 


Lieutenant-General, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Bermuda, 
| 26th March, 1900. 
Sm, 
I wave. the honour to submit to Your Excellency the fol- 
lowing Report on the Blue Book for the year 1899 :— 


I.—FInNANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year amounted to £39,955 and the expendi- 
ture to £39,243. Compared with 1898 the revenue shews an in- 
crease of £1,032 and the expenditure an increase of £141. 
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1899 
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The following tables compare the revenue and expenditure for 
1899 with that of 1898: — 


Revenue. 


Year. Customs. | Other Receipts. — Total. 


| 


£ £ 
1898... eee : 7,902 38,923 
1899... ve ae 6,849 39,955 
Increase — 1,032 
Decrease 1,053 — 
Expenditure. 
Year Personal Other Charges Total 
° Emoluments. Bes. ° 
| £ £ £ | 
1898 ise aes | 17,875 21,227 39,102 
| 
1899 | 17,976 21,267 39,243 
| 
| aemnen 


Increase £ ! 101 40 141 


The increase in the revenue is due to the increased Customs 
receipts under nearly every heading. This may be accounted for 
in consequence of the growing popularity of these Islands as a 
winter resort, the increase in value of imports, and an increase 
in the strength of the Imperial forces in the Command. The 
decrease in the miscellaneous receipts is primarily due to re- 
duction in postage to Great Britain and the British Colonies and 
to the fact that a surplus of about £700 on account of the 
Channel Loan was paid into the Treasury in 1898, thus consider- 
ably increasing the miscellaneous receipts in that year. 
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Compared with 1898 the following was the principal difference Brruupa, 
shewn in the disbursements : — 1899. 


£. _—— 


Colonial Surveyor’s Department—a decrease of ... 1,409 


The decrease under this heading is chiefly due to the expendi- 
ture in the preceding year on the purchase of land and erection 


of buildings in connection with the establishment of a public 
_ garden. 


Revenue and Expenditure for last five years. 


ee ee ee 


mm ee ee re 


! 


Year. Revenue. ' Expenditure. 


| | 
£ £ 
1895 37,830 33,006 
1896 34,256 34,717 
1897 35,965 35,704 
1898 38,923 39,102 
1899 39,955 39,243 
Public Debt. 


The Public Debt at the end of 1899 amounted to £44,800, made 
up as follows : — 


£. 
Local Inscribed Stock .... sae ..» 40,000 


New Government House Debentures ..- 4,800 


The rate of interest on the Local Inscribed Stock is 41%., and 
the average rate of interest on the Government House Debentures 
18 43%. Both of these loans were issued locally. 


The Local Inscribed Stock which was issued in 1893-4 is re- 
deemable at par in 1923, and the sum of £1,000, being the fourth 
annual instalment to be paid on account of the sinking fund 
created in connection therewith, was remitted last year to London 
for investment. 
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II.—TrapE anp AGRICULTURE. 
Imports (exclusive of specie). 
The value of the imports (exclusive of specie, valued at £218) 


in 1899 was £394,388. 


Compared with 1898, this shews an increase of £43,114, with 
1897 of £71,314, and with 1896 of £89,493. 


The value of the imports from the United Kingdom and other 
countries respectively in 1898 and 1899 is shewn in the following 
table :— 


| 
—. 1898. | 1899. 
! 
£ £ 
United Kingdom ... es 104,974 104,408 
_ Canada... a dei 30,611 33,119 
Other British Colonies... 7,346 7,238 
United Stites of America 205,308 246,447 
Other Countries ... ne 3,035 3,176 | 
Total ... £ 351,274 39 1,388 


The principal imports from the United Kingdom in 1898 were 
clothing, valued at £6,711; cotton goods, £19,922; woollen goods 
£8,961; oilman’s stores, £7,744; sugar, £4,649; malt liquor, 
£17,329; and fancy goods, £3,352. 

The principal imports from the United States of America were 
butter, valued at £12,539; flour, £16,125; groceries, £5,199 ; 
leather manufactures, £9,271; provisions, including smoked 


and pickled meat, £18,354; oxen and cows £27,351; furniture, 
£7,598; and fertilizer, £5,866. 


Exports (exclusive of specie.) 
The value of the exports (exclusive of specie, valued at £6,666) 
in 1899 was £119,151. 


Compared with 1898, this shews an increase of £13,047, and 
with 1897 a decrease of £3,931. 
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The following table shews the value of the exports to the Beruupa, 
ae Kingdom and other countries respectively in 1898 and _1899,. 
99: — oe 


1899. 


| 
. £ £ 

United Kingdom ... 4,041 2,063 © 
Canada ies 2,138 2,535 
Other British Colonies 1,835 1,875 
United States of America 97,847 111,638 
Other Countries ... ns 943 1,040 

Total ... £ 106,104 119,151 


The principal exports to the United Kingdom in 1899 were 
arrowroot, valued at £460; and bulbs valued at £742. 

The principal exports tothe United States were onions, valued 
at £64,225, an increase compared with the preceding year of 
£5,852; bulbs, valued at £17,412,an increase compared with 


the preceding year of £1,960; and potatoes, £24,518, an increase 
of £4,563. 


Value of Imports and Exports for last five years. 


— — a 


} ” 


Year. Imports. | Exports. 
£ £ 
1895 305,474 109,018 
1896 304,895 101,063 
1897 323,074 123,082 
1898 351,274 106,104 
1899 394,388 119,151 


Botanical Station. 


Since the last report material improvement has been made in 


the Public Garden. 


Greenhouses are being built, a system of irrigation by tanks 
established, and the land gradually improved and enriched. 


The cause of the lily disease has been discovered, and from 
the treatment adopted, the whole crop is in a much healthier 
condition, and it is hoped that by judicious use of the curative 
means the disease will be nearly entirely eradicated. 


BesModDa 
1899. 
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Shipping Entered and Cleared. 
1898. | 1899. 


Steam. | Sailing. Total. 


| 
Total. | Steam. Sailing 


nr eg a a em ee ns rm a ees - - 


‘Tons. Tons. | Tons. , Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
British... .-. | 399,904 9,847 | 409,751 475,632 | 7,798 | 483,430 


| | 
Foreign ... ... | 37,446 | 24,759 | 62,205 | 66,778 | 18,571 | 85,349 


Total _... | 437,350 | 34,606 | 471,956 4,40 | 26,369 | 568,779 


{ 


Shipping Entered and Cleared for last five years. 


Year. | British. : Foreign. 


1895 086 69 : 74.988 , 
1896 | 338,312 ! 53,163 : 
1897 | 300,954 45,584 
1898 =| 409,751 | — 62,205 
1899 | 483,430 85,349 


a ee 


UI.—Leaisiarion. 


The regular Session of 1898 did not close until the 25th 
January, 1899. 

The regular Session of 1899 commenced on 31st May and con- 
tinued until the 30th June, when, after an interval of three days, 
@ second session was commenced and was not finished until after 
the commencement of 1900. 


During the year 36 Acts were passed, of which 17 were Acts 
continuing Measures about to expire. 


19 Resolves were passed appropriating £9,713 for services not 
otherwise provided for by law. 


IV.—EpvcatTion.” 


The Inspector of Schools furnishes the following returns : — 


22 aided primary schools, with 1,215 scholars (632 boys and 
683 girls) ; school fees, £492 ; Government contributions, £1,140. 


COLONIAL REPORTS—AXNNUAL. 9 


& aided secondary schools, with 113 scholars (73 boys and 4U Bermupa 
girls); school fees, £309; Government contributions, £135. 1899, 
In addition to 2 garrison schools and 1 dockyard school, ~~ 
there are about 30 other primary schools not receiving any aid 
from Colonial funds. 


There are 4 secondary schools in the Colony receiving no 
Government grants. 


V.—GoOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Lnmatie Asylum. 


4 patients (1 male and 3 females) were admitted into the 
asylum in 1899; 2 were discharged and 3 died. 


The daily average number of patients was 44. 


VI.—Jvupiciau SratIisTIcs. 


Lhe number of offences reported to the police or magistrateg 
during the year was 323, a decrease compared with 1898 of 75, 
and with 1897, of 13. 


The number of persons apprehended by the police or summoned 
before the magistrates was 282, of whom 195 were summarily 
convicted, 24 discharged for want of evidence, 51 acquitted, and 
13 committed for trial in the superior courts. : 

Of the 195 persons summarily convicted, 141 were fined, 8 
imprisoned in feu of fine or surety, 28 peremptorily imprisoned, 
4 whipped, 2 bound over to keep the peace, and 12 discharged after 
conviction without punishment. 


14 cases were tried in the superior courts during the year, and 
the convictions numbered 8. Of these, 4 were for offences 
against the person and 4 for offences against property. 


Gaols. 


The number of persons confined in the gaols was 49 (47 males 
and 2 females). Of these,6 werecommitted for safe custody till 
trial, or for want of security, and 43 for purposes of penal 
imprisonment. 


VIJ.—Virau SraTIsTIics. 


Population and Public Health. 


The Registrar General estimated the resident civilian popula- 
tion of these Islands at the end of 1899 at 16,423, comprising 
6,282 white (3,094 males and 3,188 females) and 10,141 coloured 
persons (4,675 males and 5,466 females). | 
-- Compared with the figures of the last census (taken in 1891 
the total population shews an : stimated increase of 1,410. 
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The birth rate was 30°2 and the death rate 20°6 per 1,000. 
The infants registered as born out of wedlock were in ie propor- 
tion of 18°1 to 100 births. 

The average strength of the Imperial Forces in Bermuda in 
1899 was 3,647, and the deaths numbered 11, the rate of mortality 
rae being about 3 per 1,000. There were no deaths from enteric 

ever. 


The Senior Medical Officer in charge of the Military forces in 


‘the Command reports that the general health of the troops has 


been good. Average strength of the European garrison 1,700; 
number of admissions to hospital, 645; ratio of admission per 
1,000 of strength, 379; number of deaths, 2; average number 
of daily sick, 34-79; average sick time to each soldier, 7-47 days; 
average duration of each case of sickness, 10°69 days; average 
strength of officers, 65; cases of sickness, 16; deaths, none. 

The principal Naval Medical Officer reports that the number 
of cases of disease and injury admitted into the Royal Naval Hos- 
pital was 360, 49 more than during 1898. The most prevalent 
diseases were venereal affections, heart disease, and rheumatism. 


Meteorological Observations. 


The returns from the Observatory at Prospect Camp, which is 
151 feet above sea level, shew as fellows _— 

Mean atmospheric pressure for the year, 30°115 inches; mean 
temperature of the air, 69°9 degrees; mean relative humidity, 
79°3 per cent.; mean hourly velocity of the wind, 8'5 miles; 
total amount of rainfall during the year, 57°91 inches; difference 
of rainfall from average of past 9 years, 3°27 inches less; number 
of days during the year on which rain fell, 191. 


IX .—Murrrary Forces. 


The Imperial expenditure returns are as follows : — 


£. 
Governor’s salary... eas sas 2,199 
Military Establishments veh ..» 155,627 
Compared with 1898, the latter return shews an increase of © 
£19,777. | 
The expenditure on the Naval Establishments is not returned. 


The average strength of the regular Military forces at Bermuda 
in 1899 was 1,778; and the average strength of the Naval forces 
1,869. 


Return of Militia: —-The Bermuda Militia Artillery, 366 
officers and men ; and the Submarine Miners Engineer Militia, 43 
officers and men. 

Return of Volunteers :—Bermuda Rifle Volunteers Corps, 319 
officers and men. L 
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X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Civil Establishment. 


Consequent on the death of Mr. James Tucker, C.M.G., Re- 
ceiver General, in January, Mr. Francis Wm. Major was ap- 
pointed in September to fill that office. 


The death of the Chief Justice, Sir Josiah Rees, Kt., occurred 
on the 4th November, 1899. 


On the night of the 12th and morning of the 13th September 
@ severe storm passed over these Islands, doing serious damage 
to property of all descriptions. 


The loss to Colonial Government property alone was estimated 
at £16,000. The Causeway Road between the Main Island and 
St. George’s Island was almost completely destroyed. 


XI.—Boarp or TrapeE Strat IsTIcs. 


The usual table prepared for the Board of Trade statistics is 
given below : — 


Population. 
Year. | Males. | Females. Total. 
1898 7,709 8,582 16,291 
| 
1899 7,769 | 8,654 16,423 
, | 
— | 1898. | 1899. 
| i 
| ¢ | 8 
‘Gross amount of public revenue bei «. 38,923 39,955 
-Gross amount of public expenditure AN | 39,102 39,243 
Customs revenue ... ee | 31,021 | 33,106 
| | 44,806 


Public debt... jue ‘ue iv oe sus | 45,600 


ee eee 


a 


—_ = - 
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Barmvupa, 
1899. _— | 1898. = «1899. 
fea Soi ts = 

a Tons. Tons. 
Total tonnage of vessels entered and cleared ... | 471,956 568,774 
Tonnage of British vessels entered and cleared... | 409,751 - ' 483,430 
Tonnage of foreign vessels entered and cleared... | ° 62,205 | 85,349 
Tonnage of asiling vessels entered and cleared... | 34,606 | 26,369 
' 
Tonnage of steam vessels entered and cleared... | 437,350 ! 542,410 
| 
£ | > 
Value of total imports (including specie) : 351,473 + 394,606 
' Value of total imports of gold and silver, bullion 199 | 218 
and specie (so fur as can be stated). | 
Value of imports from the United Kingdom | = 108,033 104,408 
(including specie). | 
Value of total exports (including specie) diss | 113,903 125,817 
. Value of total exports of gold and silver, ! 7,799 6,666 
bullion and specie (so far as can be stated). | 
| 
Value of total exports to the United Kingdom | 4,041 2,063 
(including specie). | _ 
Amount of expenditure from loans on public | ull. nil, 
works. | , 
I have, &c., - 


ARCHIBALD ALISON, 


Colonial Secretary. 


His Excellency 
Lievt.-GENERAL G. Dicpy Barker, C.B., 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, Bermuda. 


fot oy AS 
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a 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 


‘Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 


few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :-— 


a — 


| 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. 


Mauritius and coe 
Grenada .. 

St. Vincent 

Hong Kong 

Jamaica ... 

Lagos... 

Seychelles a 

Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements wee 
Basutoland pit fee 
Niger Coast Protectorate fis 
British Guiana . _ 


Falkland Islands 
British New Guinea 
Bermuda 

Barbados 

Malta 

Fiji ua 
Turks Islands ne 
Bahamas 

Sierra Leone 

Gambia ... 

Seychelles 

Mauritius and Rodrigues 
Trinidad and Tobago ... 
Straits Settlements 
Gibraltar 

Gold Coast 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


1898-99 
1897-98 & 


Gold Coast... ve ... | Economic Agriculture, 


Zululand ... see ... | Forests. 
Sierra Leone | 


Canada we ce ... . Emigration. 


Bahamas 


sets ... | Sisal Industry. 
Hong Kong ane as | Bubonic Plague. 
| 
| 
| 


Geology and Botany. 


Newfoundland ‘Mineral Resources. 
Western Pacific . . British Solomon Islands. 
Dominica ... Agriculture. 

Virgin Islands Condition during 1897. 
Grenada... Bo ... , Agriculture in Carriacou. 
Anguilla... sti ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
Cook Islands she ... , Trade, 1899 


Bahamas ... es ... | Fibre Industry. 


_—_m a 
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No. 807. 


CEYLON. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 274.) 


GOVERNOR Sir J. West RipGEway to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Queen’s Cottage, Nuwara Eliya, 
Ceylon, 


12th September, 1900. 
SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the usual Report 
on the Blue Book for the year 1899, prepared by Mr. J. J. 
Thorburn, Acting Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary. 


I have, &c., 


West RIDGEWaY. 


REPORT ON THE CEYLON BLUE BOOK OF 1899. 


IL—FINANCIAL. 
(A.) GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Revenue. 


The revenue continued to expand and amounted in 1899 to 
Rs. 25,913,141°58, showing an increase of Rs. 774,472°324 over 
the revenue of the preceding year and an increase of 
Rs. 947,641°584 over the estimate for 1899. 
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3. The uniform increase in each item of revenue, which was a 
striking feature of the figures of 1898, has not been maintained, 
decreases having to be recorded under Post and Telegraphs, 
Rent of Government Property, Interest, and Sale of Government 
Property. 

4, The substantial increase under Customs is due to larger 
imports of spirits, sugar, grain, and “other goods,” and greater 
export of plumbago and arrack. Licenses and Excise show that 
salt and arrack rivalled sugar and spirits as earners of revenue, 
but stamps fell off ; and there was a decline in Police Court fines, 
for which, however, there may, from another point of view, be 
cause for congratulation. The Railway, while showing a con- 
siderable advance, does not contribute the large increase of 1898 
because of a reduction of rates and the inclusion in the revenue 
of 1898 of a sum of Rs. 36,283 realized by the sale of old brass 
tubes. 

5. The decrease under Post and Telegraphs is noticeable under 
all sub-headings except Stamps, Parcels Post, and Other Collec- 
tions; while Rent of Lands has marred the rent of Crown 
Property return. Interest loses Rs. 152,394 owing to shrinkage 
of investments of public funds; and Sundries and Timber and 
Firewood account for the decline under Sale of Government 
Property. The apparent decrease under Telegraph Receipts is 


due. to the fact that five quarters’ receipts were brought to 


account in 1898 against four quarters in 1899; and by the 
omission from the statement of Postal Revenue of the earnings 
of the Post Office Savings Bank, which were accounted for under 
Fees of Court, another nominal deficiency is explained. 

The decrease under Rent of Government Property is a 
fictitious one, as the rent of the new Reclamation Ground is 
now credited to the Harbour Funds; while lease money on 
account of plumbago lands was credited in 1899 under Premia on 
Leases. The falling off under “sundries” is accounted for by 
the fact that receipts by sale of drugs are no longer included 
under that heading, and diminished receipts under Timber and 
Firewood are explained by the introduction of a new system of 
Forest accounts in the Western Province. 

6. In 1889 the revenue, which for the first time appeared in 
the Blue Book expressed in Rupees, was Rs. 15,229,877. The 
revenue of 1899, Rs. 25,913,142, shows how prosperous for 
Ceylon has been the past decade. 


Expenditure. 


7. The expenditure of 1899 was Rs. 24,950,940, exceeding 
that of 1898 by Rs. 2,107,088. The increase is due chiefly to a 


growing Military Contribution, which is an unavoidable con-. 


comitant of increasing revenue ; to heavy expenditure on account 
of Plague Precautions, the success of which amply justified the 
investment ; to enhanced charges for maintenance of the Railway 
system and to larger outlay on Public Works Extraordinary. 
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appropriated in the Estimates of 1900 for the construction of 
ths Northern, Kelani Vallev, and Uda Pussellawa Railways, 
viz., Rs. 3,460,000, which reduces the actual excess to 
Rs. 2,859,067°39. | 7 


2, On the Ist January, 1899, the excess of assets over liabilities 
was Rs. 2,706,528°79. : 


(D.).Pustic DEBT, SHOWING PROVISION FOR PAYMENT. 


1. The balance due by the Colony on its sterling debt raised in 
London amounted on December 31st, 1899, to £3,445,839 17s. 3d., 
as against £3,470,821 6s. 3d. on the corresponding date in 1898, 
while the balance due on the local silver yebt had fallen from 
Rs. 3,266,212°18 to Rs. 3,253,191°72. 


2. These loans are secured against General Revenue. 


(E.) CURRENCY. 


Legal tender currency consists of Ceylon Government notes 
of Rs. 100, Rs. 50, Rs. 10, and Rs. 5, the Indian rupee with a 
subsidiary silver coinage of 50-cent, 25-cent, and 10-cent pieces. 
and a copper coinage of 5-cent, l-cent, $-cent, and }-cent pieces. 


About half of the face value of the paper issued is held in 
specie by the Currency Commissioners, the remaining moiety 
being invested in Indian Government paper and other approved 
securities :— 


— | Value. 


ee 


Circulation. 2 - 
Currency notes in circulation on Decem- — 14,455,950 0 
ber 31st, 1899. 

; In Silver. In Securities, 
ficserve: Rs, c. Rs. c. 

By silver in the vault (8 cents copper) ... | 8,439,777 48 — 
By investments made by the Crown Agents — 2,795,318 8 
By investments made in Indian Government — 3,220,854 44 
paper. ee 
8,439,777 48 6,016,172 52 

Total ... was Rs. 14,455,950 0 


The Mercantile Bank of India, Ltd., the Bank of Madras, 
the National Bank of India, Ltd., the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation, and the Chartered Bank of India, Australia, . 
and China do business in the Colony. 
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(A.) ImporRTs AND Exports. 


I.—_TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


|. The following table shows the annual value of the trade of 
the Colony for the last five years, exclusive of imports and 
exports of specie :— 


Year. 
1895 
1896 
1897 ses 


1898 ase one 
1899 ese eos 


| Imports. | | Exports. | Total. 
Rs. c. Re. Cc. Res.. 
76,543,473 23 | 84,496,873 40] 161,040,346 
77,083,587 29 | 85,352,428 81] 162,436,016 
85,730,156 92] 83,229,303 45 | 168,959,460 
87,525,034 97 | 93,801,890 13] 181,326,925 
101,542,220 61 | 111,405,649 99 | 213,007,870 


2. The following statement shows the value of imports and 
specie imported into each Province during 1899 :— 


Value of Imports. 


Western Province 
Northern Province 
Southern Province 


Eastern Province... 


Value of Specie. 


‘Western; Province 


Total value of Imports for 1899, including Specie... 


Rs. 


93,166,526 


2,622,631 


5,063,142 


689,919 


Values. 


101,542,220 61 


10,450,128 2 


111,992,349 13 
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3. The revenue derived from Customs dues shows an increase 
in 1899 as compared with 1898 of Rs. 387,225°91, and as com- 
pared with 1897 of Rs. 823,064°24. 


4. Scrutiny of the following table will show how constantly 
progressive has been the income from this source for the twelve 
years beginning with 1888 :— 


Gross Customs REVENUE FOR THE TWELVE YEARS 
ENDED 1899. 


Year. Amount. Year. Amount. 

Rs. Cc. Rs. Cc. 
1888 . 3,747,064 69 | 1894... 4,931,967 42 
1889 . 3,718,152 17 | 1895... 5,770,241 2 
1390 . 3,948,564 11 | 1896... 5,550,971 65 
1891 . 4,302,320 19 | 1897... 6,278,787 49 
1392 . 4,663,562 47 | 1898... 6,714,625 82 
1893 . 4,498,912 10 | 1899... 7,101,851 73 


5. Arms and ammunition showed an increase of Rs. 5,311°39 
in duty recovered, the figures being Rs. 57,510°56, against 


Rs. 52,199°17. The value of cotton manufactures imported rose 
to Rs. 6,933,311°46, and netted Rs. 278,360°24, which gives a 
decrease in duty of Rs. 60,518°69. Of the total Rs. 6,933,311°46, 
Rs. 6,275,942°40 represents imports from the United Kingdom 
and British Colonies. The return from chemicals, dye stuffs, 
and tanning substances rose from Rs. 2,352°33 to Rs. 3,311°13, 
while the import of cement fell by 604 tons. Coal, coke, and 

atent fuel, however, rose by 91,718 tons, a noticeable feature 
bein a marked increase in imports from British India, Japan, 
and Italy ; Colombo imported 83,950 tons in excess of 1898, and 
Galle 7,765 tons, taking 13,188 tons against 5,423 in 1898. Of 
kerosine oil 1,871,440 gallons were imported and 2,087,915 gallons 
entered for home consumption, disclosing an increase in quantity 
of 618,780 and 461,191 gallons respectively, with corresponding 
increased contributions to revenue of Ks. 386,737°91 and 
Rs. 108,548°02. Food stuffs showed a general increase except in 
the case of beef and pork, which fell in value by Rs. 4,164°58, 
and curry stuffs, the return from which fell by no less than 
Rs. 18,099°53, representing the duty on a value of Rs. 484,046-37. 
Grain imports continued to rise and reached 9,178,405 bushels, a 
good index of the prosperity of the people. The duty collected 
on rice was Rs. 2,663,432°14, compared with Rs. 272,689°30 o. 


69423 B3 


CEYLONn,. 
1899. 


i oe 


22 COLONIAL BEPORTS—ANNUAL. 


all other sorts of grain. Live stock imported fell by Rs. 5,651 ; 
but metal ware rose by Rs. 31,806°55, and manures increased in 
quantity by 1,613 tons valued at Rs. 247,294°61 ; oils, excluding 
kerosine, declined in value by Rs. 44,622°25, and in productiveness 
' from a revenue point of view by Rs. 2,125°59 ; opium and spices 
too fell off to some extent, but the quantity of poonac rose. 
Spirits of all kinds are credited with an enhanced yield of 
Rs. 114,547°68 ; whiskey giving Rs. 389,968°33, or nearly half 
the total. The quantity declined, but the quality as gauged by 
value apparently improved materially. Brandy and gin showed 
an advance in quantity and in tribute to the Crown coffers. 
Sugar contributed Rs. 473,135:02 to revenue, and silk Rs. 54,962°36, 
the increments being Rs. 87,978°85 and Rs. 25,765°75 respectively, 
which is nearly 100 per cent. in the case of the latter. Woollen 
manufactures claim an increase of Rs. 14,608°10 in value, and 
wine Rs. 43,288°52. 


Exports. 


6. The value of exports in 1899 amounted to Rs. 111,955,936°99, 
distributed as follows :— 
Rs. C. 


Ceylon produce ... se ..- 100,095,681 34 
Imports re-exported ... sis 990,938 65 
Specie... .. se wee: 490,287 OO 
Coal for use of steamers .- 10,379,030 0 


Total --» 111,955,936 99 


7. Ceylon produce, owing to the increasing value of plumbago 
and larger exports of tea, takes credit for a rise in value of 
Rs. 16,807,328°77. Imports’ re-exported rose by Rs. 202,471; 
-coal exported for use of steamers from Rs. 9,725,070 to 
Rs. 10,379,030; while specie declined by more than half, the 
figures being Rs. 490,287 and Rs. 1,295,802. Exports to the 
United Kingdom expanded in value to Rs. 61,076,138°03, an 
increase of some Rs. 8,000,00C. On the other hand, exports to 
British Colonies declined by about Rs. 2,000,000, Exports to 
Foreign Countries continued to exhibit the same enormous 
expansion which was noticeable in 1898, the values being in 1897 
Rs. 8,407,680°96, in 1898 Rs. 16,534,841°69, and in 1899 
Rs. 26,365,171°54. This abnormal increase is largely accounted 
for by the pone rise in the value of plumbago. Exports 
of tea to Russia and America showed gratifying advances of 
1,609,744 lb. and 484,252 lb. respectively. The total exports of 
Ceylon produce to the United States of America sprang from 
Rs. 5,283,632 to Rs. 13,667,360 in value. Increases are to be 
recorded in the case of cinnamon, coir, and copperah, while 
exports of cardamoms and citronella have shrunk in volume, 


~ we 
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8. The produce of the cocoanut tree now assumes the respectable 
proportion of 14} per cent. of the total value of Ceylon produce 
exported. Exports of tea swollen by over 7,000,000 lb. bear 
testimony to an ever-growing output, destined, it is hoped, to find 
new markets. Coffee gained 6,000 cwt. and cacao 4,500 cwt., 
but cinchona lost 90,000 Ib. 


9. These products, in addition to their other virtues, yielded 
Rs, 122,257°45 towards medical aid and Rs. 258,840°68 to the 
tea fund. 


10. The royalty on plumbago produced Rs. 158,808°84, against 
Rs. 119,565°46 in the preceding twelve months. 


(B.) Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


1. In the matter of mining, plumbago is facile princeps the 
favourite mineral. In the year 1899 prices ruled as high as 
Rs. 1,000 a ton for large lumps, and, although the price fell to 
Rs. 700 towards the close of the year, the handsome profits to be 
earned caused exceptional activity in this form of mining, which 
was stimulated further by the grant of licenses to prospect on 
Crown lands. 


2. Kurunegala has 154 plumbago mines. In the Southern 
Province 117 acres of land supposed to contain plumbago were 
leased for ten years for Rs, 333,450, and in the Central Province 
126 declarations of intention to open mines were recorded. 


3. The method of working plumbago pits is in some instances 
unscientific and rudimentary, but European firms are now in the 
field, and it is to be hoped will prove as keenly interested in 
introducing improved methods of working as they are strenuous 
in their endeavours to secure more favourable terms for working 
their holdings. 


4. The gemming industry, confined almost exclusively to 
Sabaragamuwa, where there are some 280 pits in working, is 
undoubtedly profitable ; but the favoured few who make money 
out of their ventures preserve a discreet reticence as to their 
gains. 


5. Manufactures embrace cloth weaving, oil (cocvanut, gingelly, 
citronella), copperah, coir, bricks and tiles, baskets, tobacco, 
jewellery, carpentry, &c. 


6. The manufacture of salt is controlled by the Government, 
which has a monopoly of the sale and takes a goodly share of the 
profit on the production. 


7. In the Northern, Eastern, and North-Western Provinces 
the fisheries are of great importance; but the output of the local 
fish-curing yards is not appreciated by the European as a rule. 
Attempts to improve the method of curing have proved abortive 
in the past ; but with a conservative Eastern people to whom time 
is of no value it is well to work on the principal festina lente and 
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<Ceyrton, hope for the good time coming. The Northern Province boasts 


1899. 


of béche-de-mer and chank fisheries, and the remunerative pearl 
oyster fishery, the long-expected recurrence of which must be 
awaited for some few years, in the opinion of the Master 
Attendant, Colombo, who for many years past ably directed its 
working with credit to himself and profit to the revenue. 


(C.) AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL 
STATIONS, 


}. The chief agricultural products are paddy, tea, cocoanuts, 
cacao, and tobacco. 


_ 2, Tea exports aggregating 129,894,156 lb., disclose an increase 
of 10,000,000 Ib., and prices, which had been woefully cut down, 
showed a tendency to recover. 


3. Cocoanuts give a good profit if the cultivator can wait for 
it. It is, as a rule, ten or twelve years before the golden harvest 
can be reaped, but in favourable localities the humble plaintain 
reared among the young trees will yield a not inconsiderable 
return. 


4. Cacao has recently suffered from canker, but the disease is 
now being kept in hand, and in the past year the output has 
increased. So fond are thieves of this easily purloined pod that 
it has been protected by legislation, and its possession in the 
unripe stage has got to be very fully explained by the villager. 


5. During the year earnest efforts were made to improve the 
tobacco crop of the island, and large quantities of seed were 
imported from Cuba, the United States, and Italy. There is 
every reason to suppose that Ceylon can grow tobacco of an 
excellent quality ; but, as at present cured, it runs the produce of 
the fish-curer very closely for “fragrance.” 


6. Ceylon is prolific of fibre-producing plants, but the expense 
of preparing the fibre in a riartétable form and the low prices 
obtainable are a sad stumbling block to profitably exploiting 
the fibre industry. 


7. A good deal of indiarubber was planted during the year, 
and the industry will be a profitable one if the rise in price of 
the manufactured article does not result in the introduction of 
some cheaper substitute. 


8. Botanical Stations—Peradeniya is: the chief station, and if 
importance is to be gauged by its growing popularity with foreign 
savants its prosperity is assured. The Director, through the 
medium of circulars, conveys much useful information to planters, 
European and native, as to the detection and treatment of blight, 
disease, canker, and all the ills that vegetable life is heir to. 


9, The engagement of the services of a Government Mycologist 
and an Entomologist in the course of the year will doubtless 
greatly increase the beneficial influence of this station. 
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10. At Hakgala and at several outstations experimental Ceyzon, 
‘gardens are kept up to the benefit of the villagers, who are quick 
to see the advantage of growing any new product the cultivation 
-of which involves little trouble. 


(D.) Lanp GRANTS AND VALUE OF Lanp. 


1. During the year 21,301 acres of land were alienated by the 
‘Crown by sale, grant at half-improved value, or certificate of no 
claim, as against 16,279 in the preceding year. 


2. Under Sir Henry Ward’s Minute 3,516 acres of irrigable 
land were sold. | 


3. The 21,301 acres brought in Rs. 728,690, or say Rs. 34°20 
per acre, against an average return of Rs. 30°50 in 1898. 


4. The Survey Department’s energies were severely taxed with 
surveys cadastral and topographical, surveys in connection with 
irrigation, the number of which has increased with the inaugura- 
tion of a forward irrigation policy, and very numerous surveys of 
land required for the Northern, Uda Pussellawa, and Kelani 
Valley railway extensions, which, being of an urgent nature, 
claimed immediate attention. 


5. The extension of the railway tothe North, and the policy of 
‘developing irrigation works in the proximity of the trace and 
constructing a network of feeder roads to the railway, must result 
in a material increase in the value of land in the North-Central 
and Northern Provinces a few years hence. 


(E.) SHIPPING. 
1. The shipping returns for the Island show— 


— 1898. 


3,551 | 3,605,706 
3,476,935 


Entered ... 


‘Cleared ... 


7,082,641 


No. Tons. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


giving an increase of 588 in number and an increase of 356,564 in 
tonnage. 
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2. The arrivals at Colombo included 1,259 steamers aggregating” 
2,187,378 tons, and 553 sailing vessels aggregating 56,804 ‘tons. 


. 3. Arrivals at Galle increased in the case of steamers by 25,. 
while 5 fewer sailing vessels visited that port. 


t. Compared with the years 1895, 1896, 1897, and 1898, the- 
result inwards and outwards is as follows. 


Inwards. 


1895.—An increase of 3 vessels and 380,584 tons. 

1896.—A decrease of 108 vessels and an increase of 195,459 tons. 
1897.—An increase of 74 vessels and 354,367 tons. 

1898.—An increase of 294 vessels and 116,076 tons. 


Outwards. 


1895.—An increase of 14 vessels and 515,424 tons. 

1896.—A decrease of 143 vessels, but an increase of 164,068 
tons. 

1897.—An increase of 55 vessels and 380,091 tons. 

1898.—An increase of 294 vessels and 240,488 tons. 


2: 
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6. The nationality of vessels inwards and outwards during 1899 


for the Island is thus made up :— 


—— Entered Inwardr. Cleared Outwards.. 

No. Tons. Tons. 
British oy 1,491 2,721,455 2,723,223 
Colonial 2,051 196,990 196,485 
American ... 1 1,764 1,764 
Austrian ... 28 71,267 71,267 
French 83 196,764 194,089 
German... 92 283,530 283,530: 
Japanese ... 35 116,856 116,856. 
Maldivian ... 22 | — 1,420 1,217 
Russian 29 : 102,221 99,477 
Danish 2 | 5,612 5,612 
Dutch... 2 2,964 2,964 
Spanish ... 8: 20,381 20,381 
Norwegian... 1 558 558 
Total... 3,845 3,721,782 3,840 3,717,423 
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III—LEGISLATION. 


The most important legal enactments of 1899 are the 
following :—. 


An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 1 of 1897, intituled 
“ An Ordinance relating to claims to Forest, Chena, Waste, and 
Unoccupied Lands.” 


An Ordinance to protect Public Servants from Legal Pro-. 
ceedings in respect of certain Liabilities. 


An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 3 of 1861, intituled 
“ An Ordinance to authorize the formation of Volunteer Corps 
in this Colony, and to provide for the good order and discipline 
thereof,” and * The Volunteer Reserve Ordinance, 1890” (The 
Volunteer Amendment Ordinance, 1899). 
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‘An Ordinance to-amend and consolidate the Law relating to 
Pilots appointed by the Governor of Ceylon. 


An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the Law relating to 
‘the Possession and Sale of Opium. 


An Ordinance to amend the Law relating to Inquiries into 
Shipping Casualties and the Conduct of Ships’ Officers. 


An Ordinance relating to Habitual Criminals and to Convicts 
licensed to be at large. 


An Ordinance relating to General Cemeteries and Burial 
Grounds. 7 


An Ordinance to amend “ The Ceylon Postal and Telegraph 
‘Ordinance, 1892.” 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


PRIMARY EpucaTion: MaIN FEATURES AND NUMBER 
OF SCHOOLS. 


1, The total number of scholars was 193,468, or 63 per 
-cent. of the total population. 


2. The total number of Government schools was 489 with 
47,482 scholars, showing an increase of 10 schools. 


3. The grant-in-aid schools numbered 1,263—rising by 43— 
with 111,145 pupils. Of unaided schools there were 1,887 with 
3,481 pupils. The number of unaided schools has fallen by 443, 
but the number of pupils has increased by 36. 


4, The cost to Government of each scholar was Rs. 5°53 in 
Government schools. Each scholar at the Royal College cost 
_Rs. 77°36, at the Technical College Rs. 223°23, at the School of 
alive Rs. 678°50, and at grant-in-aid industrial schools 

8. 25°93. 


5. Of the Government schools, 4 were English, 10 English 
primary and middle, and 475 vernacular. 


6. Of the grant-in-aid schools, 57 were English, 81 English 
primary and middle, and 1,125 vernacular. 


7. Since 1870 the number of grant-in-aid schools has risen 
from 299 to 1,263, and the average grant per school from 
Rs. 150 to Re, 282°88. 


8. The University Scholarship fell to St. Thomas’s College, 
but was won by a lad who left the Royal College for the former 
institution a year before the examination. 
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(KYLON, 9, For the London University Matriculation 14 candidates. 
1899. = were presented, of whom 5 passed. 
10. Thirty-one industrial schools, with an attendance of 1,460,.. 
received Government aid. 


11. The expenditure on education reached the large sum of 
Rs. 778,133°85. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(A.) Hospirats anv (B.) ASYLUMS. 


1. During the year 65 hospitals and asylums were in operation. | 


2. In the civil and lying-in hospitals 35,295 patients were 
treated, in the field hospitals 3,981, in the immigrant hospitals 
2,473, and in the district hospitals 12,134. 


3. The Lunatic Asylum at Colombo received 130 patients 
during the year, and the Leper Asylum 141. 


4, In all 54,705 patients were treated, of whom 5,987 died. 


(C.) Poor HovseEs. 


There are no poor houses in Ceylon. The Government grants 
a monthly allowance to a number of deserving paupers, and the 
Friend-in-Need Society relieves many others. Government 
contribute! to the funds of this Society to the extent of 
Rs. 20,850. 


(D.) REFORMATORIES. 


The industrial school at Maggona serves as a reformatory for 
juvenile offenders. 


(E.) Savines Banks. 


1. The Ceylon Savings Bank, Colombo, had 23,950 depositors, 
with a sum of Rs. 3,742,167 to their credit. The deposits for 
the year were Rs. 1,591,010. 


2. The Post Office Savings Bank had 43,850 gee with 
Ra. 1,168,061°15 to their credit. During the year Rs. 736,634°75 - 
was deposited. 
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VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


(A.) POLIcE. 


1. The strength of the force was 1,702, including officers, and 
-cost Rs. 721,467. 


2. Three punitive police stations were established temporarily 
under Ordinance No. 15 of 1896, one in the Western, one in the 
Southern, and one in the North-Western Province. 


3. At Katugastota, Ukuwela, and Wattegama police were 
stationed to protect the cacao crops from theft—with beneficial 
results. 


4. Reports of 14,434 true offences were recorded, in respect of 
which 10,173 convictions or committals for trial were obtained. 


5. The figures of true offences reported and convictions or 
committals obtained read as follows for the past four years :— 


~~ ee 


, : Convictions or 
Year. 3 : are offences. Committals. | 
: 1896 ae | 18,071 | 9397 
1897 2.00. | 20,800 | 13,023 
1898 ... 0... 15,312 | 10,673 
1899... ase 14434 10,173 


and show progress. 


6. Murders and homicides aggregated 125, against 127 in 1898, 
149 in 1897, and 144 in 1896. 


7. Robberies fell from 312 to 269, the figures for 1897 and 
1896 being 498 and 543 respectively. 


8. Burglaries rose from 638 to 977—a serious increase. 
9, Grievous hurts fell from 500 to 371. 


10. Crime increased in the Southern Province and Province of 
Uva, but decreased in the Eastern Province and Central Province. 


(B.) PRisons. 


1. The total admissions into jail were 6,158, against 7,05! in 
1898. 


2. The decrease in admissions since 1889 is remarkable, the 
total in that year being as high as 11,160. 
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3. Of the 6,153 admissions, 331 were the result of convictions. 
under the Labour Ordinance or for desertion and kindred offences. 


by servants, which, though culpable, can hardly be classed as. 
criminal, 


4, Admission on conviction before Superior Courts fell from 
1,138 to 731. Convictions for murder and manslaughter rose: 
from 58 to 71. In 1899, 27 convicts were sentenced to death, of 
whom 21 were executed, against 28 capital sentences and 
19 executions in the preceding year. 


5, The daily average in prison of convicted persons fell from 
2,524 to 2,360. 


6. The number of road defaulters imprisoned fell from 379 
to 329. Of this total 135 were released on payment of the fine 
of Rs. 10, in default of which they were incarcerated, and 1 on 
account of an informality in the warrant of commitment. Of 
the balance 193, 11 were discharged on medical certificate, 
leaving only 182, who were detained in jail for the full term of a 
month. It is interesting to note that the number of road 
defaulters imprisoned in 1891 totalled 3,505, and the reduction 
of this number by almost nine-tenths in eight years bears 
testimony to the satisfactory way in which the Road Ordinance 
is now being worked, and the manner in which the people comply 
with its reasonable requirements, 


7. Eight prisoners escaped from jail, but all were recaptured. 


8. Under the Habitual Criminals’ Ordinance 124 were con- 
victed in 1899. 


9. Deaths in prisons fell-from 111 to 101. 


10. The daily average of sick decreased from 161 to 130, 
showing a marked improvement in the health of the prisoners. 


(C.) CrimINAL StTatTISTICs. 


1. The number of cases instituted before the police courts and 
municipal police magistrates was 63,644, in which 71,415 persons 
were charged. 


2. Of these, 35,955 were summarily acquitted, 34,023 sum-. 
marily convicted, and 1,437 committed for trial. 


3. Of 1,441 persons tried by Superior Courts, 824 were 
convicted and 617 acquitted. 


4, Out of 42 persons charged with murder, 28 were convicted, 
and out of 54 charged with homicide, the verdict went against 43. 


5. In cattle stealing cases, out of 2,038 there were summary 
acquittals in 1,661, convictions in 384, and commitment for trial. 
in 23, showing how hard it is to prove this offence in Ceylon. 
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6. The number of institutions in the police court was smaller 
than in 1897 or 1898. 


7. The number of convictions in the Superior Courts showed 
a great falling off, being but 824 against 1,327 in 1898. 


VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. — 


(A.) PorpuLaTION. 


Birth- and Deuath-rates.—The estimated population at the end 
of the year was 3,489,293. 132,190 births were registered and 
104,983 deaths. The birth- and death-rates per 1,000 were 38°0 
and 30°2 respectively. The population at the end of the year 
1898 was 3,479,519, and the birth- and death-rates for that year 
were 38'2 and 26:2 per 1,000 respectively. So that, compared 
with the year 1898, the year under review shows an increase of 
population of 9,774, but the birth-rate is ‘2 per 1,000 less, and 
the death-rate 4 per 1,000 more. One reason for this increase in 
the death-rate can certainly be put down to an unprecedented 
outbreak of malarial fever in the Northern Province, which 
occurred early in the year, and which was attended by a very 
great mortality. 


(B.) Pustic HEALTH. 


1. The public health of the Island has been generally good, 
improved sanitary conditions are being carried out with regard 
to drainage, water supply, and dwellings. 


2. There were no cases of cholera in the Island, the last case 
having occurred in October, 1898. The closing of the Northern 
cooly route as a precaution against plague probably accounts for 
this unwonted immunity from cholera. 


3. There were 334 cases of smallpox, of which 56 proved fatal. 
Of these cases the Western Province contributed 100, the Central 
135, and the North-Western 63. 


4. Of leprosy 506 cases were reported. As yet there is no law 
to deal with the ried purer segregation of lepers, but a Bill will 
shortly be introduced giving the requisite powers. 
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(C.) SANITATION. 


General Sanitary Condition of the Colony and of the Chief 
Towns.—The general sanitary condition of the Colony has been 
satisfactory during the year under review. Most of the chief towns 
have a good water supply from a reservoir, distributed by under- 
ground pipes with standpipes at several convenient points. In those 
towns where a good water supply does not at present exist 
measures are being taken to provide the same. The Municipalities 
and Local Boards are fully alive to the necessity of keeping their 
respective towns in as good a sanitary condition as possible, and 
the tendency is towards constant improvement. 


5. The elaborate precautions taken to keep out plague and the 
heavy expenditure entailed thereby have been completely success- 
ful in attaining the end desired. 


(D.) CiimatE, 


(1)3 Rainfall. 


The rainfall varied from 247-99 inches in 183 days at Ramboda 
to 38°41 inches in 64 days at Hambantota. 


(2) Temperature. 


1. The mean temperature varied from 81°7 at Jaffna to 59°3° 


at Nuwara Eliya. 


2. The mean daily range of temperature was highest at Nuwara 
Eliya (17°6°) and lowest at Galle (6°1°). 


(3) Direction and Force of Wind. 


3. In January-February is, generally speaking, north-east, and 
from April to October south-west. , 


4, The force of the wind varies enormously. 


VIII—POST AND TELEGRAPHS. 


1. Inland money orders disclose an advance of Rs. 65,915'92, 
and Indian money orders an advance of Rs. 15,757°99. 


os 
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2. The balance to credit of depositors in the Savings Bank 
rose by Rs. 70,059°40. 


3. The number of inland telegraph messages despatched rose 
by 30,000, 


4, A system of Government money orders was introduced and 
is working well. 


5. Three post offices, five telegraph offices, and twelve 
receiving offices were opened. 


6. A new 12-cent. stamp, a 6-cent. letter card, and a 6-eent. 
post card were introduced. 


7. A system of insurance on letters between Ceylon and 
certain foreign counties was inaugurated. 


8. A motor car was imported from England and is being 
utilized in Colombo. 


9. Thirty-one miles of telegraph were added during the year, 
and the telegraph business continued to expand. 


10. In consequence of the introduction of electric tramways 
the telephone system gave some trouble. As a remedial measure 
the installation of a return metallic circuit was put in hand. 


11. The services of Mr. J. G. Mellersh, of the Imperial -Post 
Office, were secured for a year, to devise a scheme for the re- 
organization of the Department, more especially the accounting 
branch, and he has made many valuable suggestions, which are 
being acted upon. : 


IX.—MILITARY FORCE AND EXPENDITURE. 


1. The Colonial contribution for regular troops rose from 
Rs. 1,788,066 in 1898 to Rs. 2,127,959, and the cost of maintain- 
ing the Volunteer Force increased from Rs. 112,910°23 to 
Rs. 211,279°33. 


2. These increases are due to the Colonial contribution on 
account of Imperial troops being fixed at a percentage of the 
revenue and consequently rising with the revenue, to the paymeuv 
during the year of a balance due on account of 1898, and to the 
re-arming of the Volunteers, and the augmentation of the reserve 
of ammunition, and the improvement of rifle ranges. 
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3. Rs. 25,000 were paid in lieu of exemption from payment 
of Customs duty on articles imported for the troops, and 
Rs. 154,838°09 were expended on the fortifications at Colombo. 


4. Thegross military expenditure was therefore Rs. 2,519,076°42. 


5. There is no militia or semi-military Colonial force. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


(1) Important Events. 


1, From the 20th March to 25th November the Lieutenant- 
Governor administered the Government during the absence on 
leave of His Excellency the Governor. 


2. Sanction was obtained for the construction of the Northern, 
Kelani Valley, and Uda Pussellawa Railways. 


3. His Excellency the Governor cut the first sod of the 
Graving Dock. 


4. Plague was effectually kept out from the Island—thanks 
to unremitting precautions. 


5. A aie Sian expenditure of Rs. 5,000,000 on irrigation to 
be spread over some years was sanctioned. 


6. The Colony offered to ey at the disposal of the Imperial 
Government, for service in South Africa, the troops composing 
the garrison. 


7. By the sudden death of Mr. Lee, Treasurer of the Colony, 
the Government lost one of its ablest, most energetic, and most 
experienced servants. 


(2) Pustic Works. 


The total expenditure rose from Rs. 4,190,003°43 in 1898 
to Rs. 5,343,891°42, personal emoluments, increasing from 
Rs. 410,228°32 to Rs. 455,961°92. 


Annually recurrent expenditure claimed Rs. 2,030,684°45, and 
it required Rs. 2,856,867°71 to satisfy Public Works Extra- 
ordinary. The total mileage of roads is 3,594, of which 2,297 
are metalled, 211 track-metalled, 625 gravelled, and 460 natural 
roads. The cost of maintenance was Rs. 490 per mile for 
metalled roads, Rs. 209 for gravelled roads, and Rs. 41 for 
natural roads. 
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The passenger jetty, Colombo, was completed, and the duplica- 
cation of the water main from Wagga to Hunupitiya was also 


finished. With the exception of the erection of a few public 


fountains the Nuwara Eliya waterworks became a fatt accompl?. 


The Government Factory was kept busy and spent Rs.620,056°59, 
of which Rs. 60,948°78 was on account of plague precautions, and 
incurred chiefly in respect of portable iron Hhospita s and buildings, 
&c., at the cooly camp at Ragama. No fewer than 216 iron 
bridges were turned out against 136 in the preceding year. 


On the new passenger jetty, Colombo, Rs. 183,680°46 were 
expended, Rs. 6,881°28 went towards Molesworth sluices for 
irrigation works, while Rs. 27,567°47 was devoted to other 
departments. 


The expenditure on Colombo Harbour was Rs. 1,988,061-03 
made up as follows :— 
Rs. c. 
Upkeep of south-west breakwater and 
inner harbour dredging... see 97,731 20 
Harbour improvements, &c. ... ... 640,508 68 
Harbour extensions ... ais .. 1,249,821 15 


The total expenditure on Harbour Extensions is now 
Rs. 6,448,061°03, and the grand total expenditure from the com- 
mencement of the south-west breakwater in 1873 Rs, 20,261,645°22. 
During the year new grain sheds with landing jetties were com- 
pleted at a cost of Rs. 278,592°55. 


~ The railway earned Rs. 7,658,886 gross revenue as against 
Rs. 7,549,620 in 1898, with” an expenditure of Rs. 4,104,353 
against Rs, 3,605,944. 


The profits were made up of Rs. 2,904,661 coaching earnings, 
Rs. 4,677,278 goods earnings, Rs. 12,480 live stock earnings, and 
Rs. 64,466 miscellaneous earnings. 


During the year Rs. 1,232,129 was paid by way of interest. 


The total mileage of the railway, now 297, is likely to be 
materially increased at no distant date. 


(3) IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 


During the year 59,736 immigrants arrived in Ceylon and 
884 emigrants left for India. The number of immigrants in 1898 
was 80,238, and the large falling off is due to the closing of the 
Northern cooly route. The immigrants are almost all employed 
on tea estates. 


(4) FururE Prospects or TRADE. 


The value of the trade of the Colony has risen from 
Rs. 181,326,925 in 1898 to Ks. 213,007,870 in 1899. In 1895 
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the value was Rs. 76,543,473. These splendidly progressive 


figures speak for themselves and: show that future prospects of 


trade are bright. 


(5) SUITABILITY OF CLIMATE FOR EUROPEANS. 


The climate is well suited for Europeans, but under existing 
conditions manual labour is practically out of the question for the 
white man, who finds his avocation in sedentary pursuits or in 
the supervision of labour. 


(6) RatTEs oF WaGEs AnD Cost oF LivIne. 


The rate of wages for predial labourers varies from 25 to 50 
cents per diem ; 374 cents is the general rate. Domestic servants 
earn from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 per mensem, the average wage being 
about Rs.12. Trade employees earn from 50 cents to Re. 1°50: 


day. The cost of living varies greatly in different parts of the 


Island, being lowest in the Northern and Eastern Provinces and 
highest in Colombo, where house rent is a serious item to rich 
and poor. The ordinary villager can probably live in fair 
comfort for Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 a month. 


The cost of living for a European is somewhat difficult to- 


calculate, the purchasing power of the rupee being something 
midway between its nominal value of Rs. 2 and gold value of 
1s. 4d., if local and imported purchases are considered together. — 


(7) OPENINGS FOR INVESTMENT OF CAPITAL. 
Plumbago mining is now attracting capital from within and 


without the Island, and with the settlement of the difficult 
question on the terms on which the industry can be exploited 


more capital will no doubt be attracted. Tea continues to 


prosper, and cocoanut cultivation will always form a sound 
investment, while cocoa, cardamoms, and other like products 
yield a good return. : 


(8) SocraL ConDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


As noted in last year’s report, the native of Ceylon lives under 
more favourable conditions than his Indian cousin. His taxation 
is lighter, plague and famine he knows of only by hearsay, he 
has greater facilities for bringing his desires and complaints to 
the notice of Government officials, while his medical and educa- 
tional wants are very generously provided for. He is still too 
criminal; not in the sense of deliberate and wilful criminalty, but 
like a wayward child committing crimes of violence in the heat 
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of passion, and recklessly using the knife, which he cannot be 
debarred from wearing without the infliction of the greatest 
hardship. Education must be looked to to supply the cure, but 
the process must be a slow, as it is hoped it will be a thorough, one. 
Meanwhile the enactment of laws prescribing corporal punishment 
for.the offence of recklessly using the knife shows him, in a way 
that he understands, that it has been determined to guide him by 
the fortiter in re as well as the suaviter in modo and it is anticipated 
that the combination will ultimately have its effect. 


(9) GENERAL CONDITION OF THE COLony. 
The general condition of the Colony is one of maintained and 
progressive prosperity. 
J.J. THORBURN, 


Assistant Calanial Secretary. 


Colombo, 
August 20th, 1900. 
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throughout with similar rocks. I saw nothing but phosphorites Ouprwrmas 


and limestone, the latter being of a very massive or amorphous — A™D 
character. Gooos- 


19. The soil is undoubtedly very rich and a great number of ISLAmpa, 
valuable products could be grown. Mr. Meek having asked me ‘1899. 
for my advice on this subject, I recommended the planting of 3 =" 
Ficus Elastica and of tropical fruit, the latter as a “catch crop” ‘' 
to be disposed of in the Western Australian market. Blue 
funnel steamers plying between Singapore and Western 
Australia have been under agreement with the Phosphate 
Company, since June last, to call every month at Christmas 
Island. These vessels would convey the fruit in three or four 
days from the plantations to the market. 


20. The Liberian coffee trees have grown well, but owing to 
neglect are not bearing as heavily as they should do. In an 
case, however, the present low price of Liberian coffee renders it 
an unprofitable crop. The climate would undoubtedly be 
unsuitable to Arabian coffee. 


21. Coco-nuts can be separa grown on only a very small 
portion of the Island, viz., on the shore. 


22. Mr. Meek informed me that instructions had been received 
from the head office of the Phosphate Company to fell and burn 
five hundred acres of jungle as a preliminary to planting up this 
area. 


23. It appears to me to be advisable that Government and the 
Company should agree as early as possible, as to what land should 
be reserved to the Company for all purposes. The remainder of 
the Island can then be offered to intending planters. 


24, The labourers, who are all well-housed, appear to be well 
treated, contented, and healthy. The actual amount paid to the 
Jabour contractors for June and July last was $3,113. sai} have, 
as I have already stated, 120 men (of whom 108 are coolies) in 
their employ. Wile therefore the contractors are making an 
unusually large profit, the men are in receipt of fair wages. The 
sum paid by the Phosphate Company to the contractor for 
services of a coolie not on piece-work is 50 cents a day. The 
contractor’s agent informed me that the average earnings of the 
coolies amounted to $10 a month. 


25. The 24 Chinese carpenters and sawyers who are under 
agreement with the Phosphate Company in no cases receive less 
than $25 a month. Considering that opium is not taxed and that 
the men find at hand an almost unlimited supply of food in the 
shape of pigeons, land crabs, rats, and fish, the cost of living must 
be very low for Chinese. 


26. The Bantamese coolies receive 8 guilders a month and a 
food allowance of $0.15 a day. 


27. One death—stated to be due to tetanus—occurred on the 
Island during the past year. 
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28. Mr. Wilkinson, whose eyes have lately given him trouble,. 
consulted Dr. Whitelegge of the “ Phenix.” There was no 
sickness among the natives. 


29. No provision has yet been made by the Company for 
medical treatment of its employés. The cost of a chest of drugs 
and medicines represents the Company's expenditure on care of 
the sick. Seventy more Chinese coolies were expected to arrive 
a week after my departure. The number of the Company’s 
employés now on the Island is therefore 250. A qualified medical 
man should, I think, be employed for their benefit. 


30. The inhabitants of the Island are enthusiastic in regard to- 
its pleasant and salubrious climate, and my limited experience 
would lead me to believe that they do not over-rate its charms. 
I understand that the temperature seldom rises above 83° in the 
shade and that there is almost always a breeze. It is probable 
that manual labour in the open air would not be injurious to the 
health of Europeans. 


31. I did not join the sportsmen from the “ Phenix” who 
attacked the birds of the Island, but I was informed that it is as 
difficult as ever to put the pigeons to flight. One officer having 
hit a pigeon with fia first, eventually brought it down to the 
ground with his fifth, shot. The birds hang head downwards 
when seriously wounded. Listening to the description given of 
their behaviour, one would gather that the wounded birds remain. 
in this position till so much lead has been discharged into them 
that gravity overcomes their strength. A string of pigeons were 
weighed as they were brought on board and scaled 42 lbs. inclusive 
of lead. During the greater part of the year they are very 
edible, but when wild fruit is scarce the birds become thin and 
tough. 


32. Vegetables are grown by the recently imported Chinese 
coolies for their own consumption. 


33. Since the departure of Mr. Andrew Ross no meteorological 
record has been kept. There is no rain gauge on the Island. 
One should be supplied, as the past records of the amount and 
distribution of the rainfall will be a matter of importance to 
planters, on whom the future of the Island must to a great 
extent depend. 


34. No postage stamps can be purchased cn the Island. 
Monthly mails are received in and despatched from it, by the 
Blue Funnel steamers. ‘The outgoing letters are stamped by the 
officers of these vessels with the postage labels of the country in 
which they are delivered to the Post Office. | 


35. In consequence of the withdrawal of Mr. Ross from the 
Island it was unprovided with a magistrate at the time of my 
visit. There were, however, three Sikhs employed by the 
Company to act as policemen. The headman of the three (Lehna 
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Singh) informed me at first that the work was “not heavy.” I Cunistuas: 
eventually extracted from him the information that he has not AND 
et had occasion to vindicate the law. For obvious reasons this Bare 
is very fortunate. ISLANDS, 
1899. 


36. I would urge that the appointment of a magistrate be 
made at the earliest possible date after funds are available. 


37. The probable revenue from Christmas Island for this and 
the next three years will not be less than $1,500 for the current 
year, $4,500 payable on lst January, 1901; $30,000 payable on 
lst January, 1902 ; and $60,000 payable on Ist January, 1903. 


38. In estimating the probable revenue of the Island it should 
be safe to calculate the export duty on phosphates at $1 a ton. 
I would remind you that the rent payable from 1st January, 1899, 
is $1,500 per annum. 


39. H.M.S. “ Phoenix ” left Christmas Island on the evening 
of 27th August. 


COCOS-KEELINGS. 


The “Phenix” arrived at the Cocos-Keeling Islands at 
10 a.m. on 30th August, and was anchored half a mile from 
Direction Island. Mr. George Clunies Ross came on board and 
invited me to go off to the shore with him and be his guest as 
long as the “ Phoenix ” stayed at the Cocos. I gladly accepted 
this kind invitation. 


2. On reaching the shore, Mr. Ross drew my attention to the 
evidences of a destructive cyclone which visited the Islands in 
March last. It is feared that this year’s yield of coco-nuts will 
be 25 per cent. less than last year’s, and that it will be some 
years before the whole of the damage done by the cyclone is 
repaired, seeing that some thousands of trees in full bearing were 
destroyed. In most cases, however, the wind did not break or 
uproot the trees. It only stripped off fruit and leaves. 


3. Last year was a fairly satisfactory one for Mr. Ross. The 
shipment of copra made last April—representing the previous 
twelve month’s produce—amounted to 800 tons, the price obtained 
averaging £14 1's.aton. Mr. Ross states that this represented 
the contents of 4,500,000 nuts. The price obtained was there- 
fore 2°62 dollar cents a nut. The freight paid was 35s. a ton. 


4, If there was a local use, or market, for poonac it would 
probably pay Mr. Ross to make use of the expensive oil mill 
which he set up some years ago, seeing that a large sum might 
be saved in freight, but in view of siateeh price given in Europe 
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for Cocos copra and of the fact that the manufactured goods 
would cost as much in freight as the raw produce, it appears to 
me that Mr. Ross is well advised in exporting copra instead of 
oil and poonac. 


5. The Cocos coco-nuts are unusually small, but do not yield 
less copra than ordinary nuts. Mr. Ross calculates that 330 nuts 
generally weigh 100 Ibs. It will be noticed, however, that the 

gures given in my paragraph 3 above, would seem to show that 
in the last shipment of nuts this average of weight was largely 
exceeded. The yield of nuts per tree on the more highly culti- 
vated portions on the Islands is very high. The trees on the 
tiginhahited Islands bear but a small quantity of nuts. This fact 
tends to confirm in the minds of the natives the deeply rooted 
belief, not peculiar to the Cocos, that the coco-nut tree requires 
human company as well as attention if it is to thrive and bear 
well, The total yield of nuts per tree throughout the Islands 
does not average eight. 


6. The trees are planted on an average, eighty to the acre. 
They are thus, of course, much closer than in plantations on the 
Malay Peninsula. Mr. Ross explains that he has adopted this 
course in order that the damage done by cyclones may be mini- 
mised. It is seldom that a cyclone makes a clean sweep of any 
extensive space. Cyclonic winds, judging from the appearance 
of trees near the course taken by the last cyclone, not only circle 
round a moving axis but travel in switchback method of pro- 
gression that leaves large numbers of trees undamaged while 
their neighbours on all sides are denuded of fruit and branches. 


7. In order to break the force of the wind, trees known here 
as Bintang Laut are being planted all round the Islands. 
Mr. Ross states that they never suffer damage from cyclones. 


8. There are on the Island some magnificent specimens of 
Ficus Elastica. The trees are about ten years old. An incision 
did not result in the flow of much sap, but Mr. Ross stated that 
this was the wrong time of the year to expect a good yield of 
rubber. It is a pity that these trees cannot be planted in the 
place of Bintang ak seeing that the latter trees produce nothing 
of value. It is not known how the wind would treat the upper 
part of the tree, but it can be safely assumed that no cyclone 
would uproot a well grown Ficus. 


9. There are great quantities of beche-de-mer around the Islands, 
but none has been exported for years. The explanation for this 
is to be found in the fact that the labour force on the Island is 
barely sufficient to work the coco-nut plantations and man the 
workshop and yards. 


10. While at the Cocos, I paid particular attention to the 
boat-building. The excellence of the native workmanship, when 
directed by Messrs. Ross, results in the construction of boats 
which compare favourably with those produced by the best yards 
in Kurope and America. A_ flush-deck centre-board boat, 
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CENSUS—SEPTEMBER, 1899. 


Cocos PEOPLE. 


Men. Women. Boys. 


Total. 


15 
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Barometer. Thermometer. |Number of 
Se ery sa 
Month. which rain Prev ri 
i- | Mini- | Maxi- | Mini- was — 
mum. } mum. | mum. | mum. | recorded. 
1898. 
o ce] 3) cs] 
September } 30°08 | 29°92 90 75 5 S.E. to E.N.E. 
October... | 30°08 29-90 90 73 6 8. to 8.E. 
November | 30°03 29°92 88 76 5 §.E. to N.E. 
December 30°03 | 29°98 88 76 7 8.8.E. to 8.E. 
1899. 
January... | 29°98 29°86 87 73 8 S.S.E. to N.E. 
February 30°02 | 29-74 90 74 4 Variable. 
March ... | 30°03 | 29°53 88 72 10 Do. (cyclone 
on 13th). 

April... | 30°06 29°83 90 74 7 8.8.E. to 8.E. 
May... | 30°07 | 29-92 87 74 7 Do. 
June... | 30°10 29°86 88 74 5 Do. 
July ...| 30°07 29°90 87 73 15 Do. 
August ... | 30°06 29°93 84 74 12 S.E. to E.S.E. 


Two readings of the barometer and thermometer are almost 
invariably taken daily—one between 6 and 7 a.m. and another 
generally between 6 and 7 p.m. 


July appears to be the coolest month of the year (mean 76°5°) 
and December the hottest (mean 81°4 ). 


Mr. Farrer’s entry of 98° maximum temperature for April, 
1898, is inaccurate. The highest recorded temperature for that 
month, I found, was 91° only. January and February are 
apparently the calmest months. Seeing that there is no rain 
gauge on the Islands, it is probable that some showers of rain of 
which no record was kept occurred at night. 


Digitized by Google 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


No. 291. | 


FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


REPORT FOR 1899. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 263.) 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Wer Majesty. 
June 1900. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY'S STATIGNHSERY OFFIOR, 
By DARLING & SON, Ltp., 1-3, Great ST. THOMAS APOSTLB, B.O, 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
KYBB & SPOTTISWOODE East HARDING STREET, FLEET STRERT, 2.0; and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTSR, S.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, West NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., Lim1TeD, 104, GRavTON STREET, DuBLIX. 


1900. 
[Cd. 3~14.] Price 14d. 


COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


7, 
° 


ped bet bat feet 
WNURODKZIAUIREK Ie 


Barbados 


Falkland Islands 


Gambia ... 
St. Helena - 


Leeward Islands 


St. Lucia 
Fiji 


Turks and Caicos Islands eS _. a 2 


Malta 

Gold Coast 
Trinidad 
Sierra Leone 
Ceylon ... 


British Solomon Islands 


Gibraltar 
Bahamas 


British Honduras ‘st a Bae 
Mauritius and Rodrigues ves des eee Pe 


Grenada... 
St. Vincent 
Hong Kong 
Jainaica ... 
Lagos... 
Seychelles 


Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements oe oe. 


Basutoland 


Niger Coast Protectorate 
British Guiana ... ; 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. 


eee an re 1898 


1898-99 
1898 


1898-99 
1898 


1899 
1898 
1898-99 


.. (1897-98 & 
1898-99 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony. 


Gold Coast... 
Zululand 
Sierra Leone 
Canada 
Jahamas 
Hone Kong 
Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 
Dominica ... 
Virgin Islands 
Grenada 


| Anguilla 


Cook I slands 


Subject. 


Economic Agriculture. 
Forests. 

Geology and Botany. 
Emigration. 

Sisal Industry. 

Bubonic Plague. 
Mineral Resources. 
British Solomon Islands. 
Agriculture. 

Condition during 1897. 
Agriculture in Carriacou. 
Vital Statistics, 1898. 
Report for 1899. 
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No. 291. 


FALKLAND ISLANDS. ae 


(For Report for 1898, see No 263.) ——s 


GovEervor GREY-WILSON to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, Stanley, 
4th April, 1900. 


Sir, 


I nave the honour to transmit the Blue Book of the 
Colony for 189, and the Acting Colonial Secretary’s report of 
the condition and progress of the Colony during the year. 

I have, &c., 
W. Grey-Wiutson. 


Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


Joskitt CHAMBERLAIN, 
«ce. &e. 


LievoRT ON BLUE BOOK FOR 1899. 


FinaNCIAL. 


The Revi rie reecived in 1899 amounted to £13,219, and the 
Bxpenditurm oo £13,314. 
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General Revenue and Expenditure. 


The following are the heads of Revenue and Expenditure 
and the amounts received and paid under each head during the 


year as compared with those in the preceding year: — 


Customs... 
Port, &c., Dues 


Miscellaneous ‘ 
Interest on Investments . 


Totals 


Pensions 

Governor ... 
Colonial Secretary .. 
Customs 

Audit Se wee 
Port and Marine ... 
Legal 

Police 

Prisons 

Medical 

Education ... 
Ecclesiastical 
Transport ... 
Miscellaneous 

Post Office ... 
Public Works os 
Interest, Savings Bank 
Survey 

Drawbacks, ‘&e. 


Totals 


Revenue. 
| 1898 
£ 
3550 
ee eee 169 
520 
' 476 
1,159 
4,998 
82 
2,085 
13,039 
Expenditure. 
1899. 
£ 
: ° ; 223 
1,427 
oe 1,344 
: : ‘ 145 
; : 20 
: ‘ 258 
; : 334 
‘ ; 468 
; ; 236 
ses , 622 
: es 608 
: 467 
83 
. . 628 
3,077 
1,485 
1,092 
797 
ss 13,314 
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Subjoined is a comparative statement of the total Revenue Fa.xtanp 
and Expenditure of the past five years. IsLANDB, 


— | 1895. | 1896. 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 


£ £ £ £ £ 
Revenue . | 12,518 | 12358 | 12,969 | 13,039 | 13,219 
Expenditure ...| 13,159 | 13,569 | 13,636 | 14,278 | 13,314 


£ —641 | —1,211 | — 667 | — 1,239 — 95 


Revenue and Expenditure per Head. 


The total Revenue per head of the population was £7 10s. 4d, 
and the total Expenditure £7 10s. 11d. The former was greater 
by Is. 6d. per head but the latter was less by 12s. per head than 
in the previous year. 


Revenue—How Raised. 


The Revenue was the highest ever raised. It exceeded that of 
1898 by £180, which was the year in which the highest Revenue 
had previously been realised, and was £651 in excess of the 
average actual Receipts of the previous five years. 


The amounts of which the Revenue is made up are of two 
classes, viz., those raised by taxation and those raised otherwise. 


The former class consisted in 1899 of Customs Duties, Port and 
Harbour Dues, and Licences. 


The latter class comprises amounts derived from the occupation 
of Crown Lands, from Post Offices, from Fees, Fines and For- 
feitures, from Interest on the Funded Accounts, and from Mis- 
cellaneous Services. 


The following figures show the result of a division of the 
Revenue upon this principle : — 


Revenue raised by taxation .. sae 4,016 
a “ otherwise ie aes 9,203 


From these figures it may be ascertained that 30 per cent. of 
the total Revenue was raised by taxation, and if the amount 
so raised be divided by the estimated population of the year, 
namely, 1759, an average will be obtained of £2 5s. 8d. te each 
individual. 
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The greater portion of the general Government taxation is 
derived from Custom Duties. The Revenue derived from that 
source in 1899 was over 79 per cent. and was equivalent to a 
charge of 4} per cent. on the total value of the Imports. 


Expenditure. 


The Expenditure was less than that of any of the previous 
three years. As compared with 1898, the decrease was £964, 
whilst the saving in the expenditure of the departments was 
general. The most important increases over the estimated ex- 
penditure occurred through the appointment of a temporary 
officer on the departure of the Colonial Secretary on leave of 
absence, and on public works, where £635 ‘was expended in 
excess of the small vote of £850 under that head. 


Deficit. 


Itis anticipated that the deficit, which has averaged some £600 
during the past nine years, will soon disappear by the important 
changes affecting the sources of Revenue contemplated during 
the year. 


Changes tn Taxation, 


As a result ot fresh legislation imposing a small tax on ex- 
ports and readjusting the Customs tariff, which came into opera- 
tion shortly after the close of the year, not only will funds be 
made available for expenditure on public works of an urgent 
nature, but the equilibrium between Revenue and Expenditure 
will be also secured. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The following statement will explain the financial position of 


the Colony on the 31st December, 1899: — 


£ 
Assots oe at se wee «62,015 
Liabilities ... se as .. §=649,659 


Excess of Liabilities ae .. 3,144 


| 
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The relative amounts of the invested funds during the past ‘FargLaxp 


five years were as follows :— ISLANDS, 
1899. 


Invested Funds. 


Fund. 1895. | 1896. * 1897. | 1898. : 1899, 
| 
! 


£ | £ £ £ £ 
LandSales ... 14,895 16,933 18,504 | 20,304 | 23,046 


Savings Bank ... | 33,692 34,229 33,042 41,901 43 401 


Intestate Estates — 542 555 568 582 
Surplus... -...' 1,041 eer 2.893 = = 
Notes 0 0 ow. a = 333 


ee ee ee i me ee ee 


Totals... 49,628 53,1388 |) 54,994 | 62,773 | 67,362 


( UTTENCY. 


-- The currency of the Colony is that of Great Britain, though 
gold is but little in circulation. | The last importation of gold 
took place many years avo, and the old prejudice still prevails 
among the people against parting with any they may receive. 
They prefer to hoard it, and only at favourable periods dispose 
of it at a premium abroad, quite unmindful of the fact that the 
yield of interest on its deposit in the Savings Bank would offer 
an equal, possibly a better, gain without the attendant risk of 
loss by treating it as treasure. The value of this metal being 
now put at the cost of renewing the stock of it has, in consequence, 
made it give place to silver. In the absence of bank paper 
money, this ordinary medium of exchange as a legal tender to 
an unlimited amount has been long felt to be cumbersome. To 
relieve it provision was made during the year for the issue of 
Government paper currency within the Colony, redeemable in 
specie on demand at the Treasury. 


Adequate provision was made for the redemption of these 
currency notes, which were preclaimed legal tender on the 16th 
October, and £1,000 worth of £5 and £1, as an experiment, were 
issued on that dav; they were soon found to be circulating 
rapidly, and were being taken freely in exchange for com- 
modities and services, both by the people in the town and in the 


6017*—35 A 4 


8 COLONIAL BEPORTS—ANNUAL. 


country, for whose latter benefit they were more especially de- 
vised. Indeed, a demand for a further jssue had already been 
created before the end of the year, when there were only 
£15 worth left in the Treasury. 


TRADE AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports and Exports. 


The returns of imports and exports are likewise the highest ever 
recorded. 


The value of the imported goods was £73,978, and the value 
of the exported goods was £139,203, of which £138,431 was the 
value of goods the produce of the Colony. 


Details of the chief articles of import are given below, and 
are compared with the figures of the preceding year: — 


Imports. 
— | 1898. | 1899 
£ £ 

Coals ... wee et See os as 2,689 4,207 
Specie ... eae aes set ont sais 1,500 1,630 
Wearing apparel ___... ves ‘ee «es 3,524 2,832 
Clothing, boots and shoes ... cs see 6,876 5,967 
Glass, earthenware ... a Se ies 502 371 
Oilman’s stores bee ees ie 

Groceries, general provisions a t LE Ap ieee 
Furniture “a — ae ee vie 2,058 1,484 
Ship chandlery ae ass sue ses 7,397 6,681 
Dip... oe ius ons ass site 2,190 1,448 
Hardware. machinery se ee be 5,675 ; 6,131 
Haberdashery ses asa ae ag 2,333 3,765 
Live stock and fodder sae oe ‘is 667 2,536 
Timber, building materials...  ... as 5,105 5,113 
Spirits... ies ile ee ss ses 3,770 4,001 
Wines ... ube ee ee au 486 462 
Malt liquor ... sa eae bes aes 3,960 2,128 
Tobacco, cigars wie as ass es 1,925 2,141 
Fruit and vegetables... aie ae4 esi 552 349 
Parcel post... ga oe <a eas 1,663 2,034 
Unenumerated iat ue ae is 2,179 2,765 


Total 0. we aes 72,987 73,978 
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The quantities of the staple products of the Colony exported Fatx.anp 


were as follows: — ISLANDS, 
1899 
Exports. 
1898. 1899. 
Quantity. Value. . | Quantity. Value. 
lbs. £ lbs. £ 
Wool ose 4,801,222 92,206 4,823,458 118,961 
Tallow... 150,000 1,250 485,173 4,125 
Sheepskins... 4,375 
Live stock ... sus 6,776 
Hides bak see 1,000 
Sealskins ... ee 787 
Hair, horns, bones 10 
£106,404 — £138,431 


The totals of imports and exports for the past five years are as 
under :— 


| 1896. | 1897, 1898. | 1899. 


£ £ £ £ 
Imports... 71,826 | 69,985 | 63,286 | 72,987 | 73,978 
Exports... 122.988 | 132,194 | 126505 | 106,984 | 139,203 


194,814 


202,179 189,791 179,971 


213,181 
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Volume of Trade. 


The volume of trade in 1899 was therefore in excess of that 
in 1898 by £33,210, an increase due to the greater yield of 
almost all the articles produced in the Colony. ‘These happened 
to have been in greater request in the home markets, especially 
at the end of the year, when Falkland Islands wool, under ex- 
cellent competition, realised prices 13d. to 24d. per lb. higher 
than in the earlier part of the year. 


While the value of exports far exceeds that of the imports, 
year by year, the Colony has no other payments to make or to 
receive, save the small amount due to German shipowners for 
the service rendered in carrying this British produce. The 
Colony is therefore in a position to lend more capital than she 
borrows, and her purchasing power is relatively great. 


Direction of Trade. 


The proportion of the general trade of the Colony enjoyed 
by the Mother Country has not altered during the last 
twelve months. She is credited with 90 per cent. of the 
imports and 98 per cent. of the exports. The balance was dis- 
tributed more or less evenly among the neighbouring countries 
of Chili, Argentina, and Uruguay. Until local steam service 
is inaugurated, or the steamers ‘vhich run along the Patagonian 
coast connect with vorts in the Colony, little chance of any 
development or regularity of trade in this direction can be 
expected. 


Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


Mines, manufactures, and fisheries have yet to be discovered, 
and to be established. Experiments, so far as they went during 
the year, proved that the local clays are suitable for building 
and for fire-bricks, and for common pottery. There is also a 
possibility of the argillaceous limestone yielding a very valuable 
building material. At present all building material has to he 
imported at very costly prices; the benefit therefore, both to in- 
dustrial labour and the local market from the creation of such 
a manufactory, cannot be too highly estimated. 


Pastoral Industry, 


The flourishing condition of the staple industry, that of sheep 
farming, continues and is likely still further to improve now that 


en Te as oes 2 
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the disease of scab (acarus scabies) among the flocks, for the arg reat 
. ° ° +] 
time being, has been eradicated. 1899. 


There were, as appear in the following table, 30 occupiers 
of land, whose holdings and stock varied as shewn :— 


I 


—— No. of Farms. Sheep. 

Under 6,000 acres ave eee bie 4 4,24 
6,000 <5 — uy ses 3 7,493 
6— 12,000 ,, ise GS Ses 2 7,993 
12— 24,000 ,, 3(1 freehold)| 29,690 
24— 36,000 ,, ves se avs 2 42,661 
36— 48,000 ,, oe as coe 1 19,000 
48— 62,000 ,, 4(1freehold)} 83,077 
62— 74,000 ,, oe ie se 1 26,036 
74— 86,000 ,, ; 3 81,404 
86—108,000 _,, aes vis ae 2 55,853 
108—132,:00 ,, 2 61,824 
132—156,000 _,, fee se sey 1 50,611 
156—180,000 ,, Se — aes 1 51,705 
800,000 ,, 1 (freehold) | 258,320 
2,317,620 30 779,911 

Agriculture. 


The characteristics of the soil and climate are not favourable 


to agriculture. 


Land Grants and Value of Land. 


With the exception of the Island of South Georgia, 
96 miles long and 10 miles broad, situated in about the same 
latitude as Yorkshirs, there are no unappropriated lands. _ All 


a 


1899. 


ine i elt el ee 
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the land leases at £20 per section of 6,000 acres were renewed 
by the Crown between the years 1892-7 for the space of 21 
years, since which period station-holders have not shewn any 
disposition to sell out or to transfer their leases. Such town - 
properties as changed hands during the year were very few in 
number and extent. Their value may be gauged on an average 
of £120 per acre. 
Shipping. 

The movements of shipping during the year as compared with 

1898 were as follows: — 


1899. 


Number of Vessels. 
Flag. Inwards. Outwards. 


Tonnage.| Steam. 


Steam. | Sailing. 


| 
Sailing. | Tonnage. 
| 


British ... 1 11 14,787 1 10 12,671 
Norwegian — 5 4,582 — 3 3,171 
American — 3 6,452 — 2 4,243 
Chilian ... 9 7 3,386 9 7 3,356 
German 18 1 46,506 17 1 43,657 
Danish ... — 1 947 — — — 
French ... — 1 602 — 1 602 
Total 28 29 77,262 27 24 67,700 
1898, 


Number of Vessels. 


Flag. Inwards. Outwards. 
Steam. | Sailing. | Tonnage.| Steam. | Sailing. | Tonnage. 
British ... 5 4 14,159 5 3 14,109 
Norwegian — 1 305 —_ 1 305 
American sie — 2 1,775 — 1 1,710 
Chilian ... ses 11 4 2,676 11 4 2,676 
German... ae 17 —_ 42,539 17 — 42,539 
Danish ... — 1 401 — 1 401 
Holland _— 1 276 — 1 276 


EE ees | eee | eee | oe 


Total ...| 33 13. | 62,131 33 11 | 62,016 
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The following is a comparative statement of the total shipping, Farzxanp 
inwards and outwards, for the past five years: — ori 


— 


Inwards. Outwards. 


Year 


Tonnage. 


Total. 


Steam. 


1895 ... 15 | 21 | 36 | 42,190 | 15 | 16 | 31 | 37,695 
1896 ...: 21 | 22 | 43 | 56,296 | 21 | 19 | 40 | 53,371 


| 
1897 ..., 25 | 17 | 42 | 54,144 | 25 | 16 | 41 | 53,796 
i398 .../ 33 | 13 | 46 | 62181 ' 33 | 11 | 44 | 62,016 
| 


18999...) 28 | 29 | 57 | 77,262 o7 | 24 | 51 | 67,700 
| 


The steamer service was performed by the German Kosmos 
Steamship Company, of Hamburg. These steamers gave the 
Colony communication with the outside world once every three 
weeks. 


The carriage of live stock to Patagonia and of lumber thence is 
in the hands of steamship owners at Punta Arenas, who make 
up for the shortcomings of this port in this respect. They sail 
under the Chilian flag. 


The spirit of enterprise which in 1898 led to the export of 
live stock to the United Kingdom in British bottoms was inter- 
rupted, and to this is entirely attributed the decrease in the 
number of British steamers which called as compared with the 
preceding year. The only British steamer which made for the 
port put in for repairs in a disabled condition. 


Of the 29 sailing vessels that called, 2 of 651 total tonnage 
were regular cargo carrying vessels, with annual supplies to 
supplement those brought by the German steamers; 2 of 1197 
total tonnage arrived with coal cargoes for Her Majesty’s ships, 2 
with lumber, and 2 in ballast. 


The very severe gales that prevailed off Cape Horn in October 
brought in the other 21 vessels. 2 came for provisions after pro- 
longed and stormy voyages, 2 for medical aid, 2 only to report 
that their masters had been struck by heavy seas and killed, 
4 to refit their sails, while the remaining 10 struggled in for 
repairs. There were 2 wrecks and 1 collision. Relief to 1 
shipwrecked crew, rescued a few hours before their ship sank, 
by a vessel herself in distress, in latitude 573° S. 72° W., was 
given during the year. 
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A casual glance at the vessels, 13 of which at one time rode in 
the harbour together, was sufficient to reveal the terrible ex- 
periences which master and crew each in turn related. Such a 
long list of casualties had never before been known within the 
memory of the oldest inhabitant, and taxed the resources of the 
port to the utmost. The repairs to the five vessels that remained 
. the end of the year were, however, executed shortly after its 
close. 


_ The value placed on the port as a port of refuge where facili- 
ties also are given to vessels to refit and obtain provisions is 
therefore not unmerited. 


The coasting trade is carried on by schooners of small tonnage. 


LEGISLATION. 


Four Ordinances were passed during the year, two of which 
provided for the services of the years 1898 and 1900. 


Of the other two, one relates to the Seal fishery. With a view 
to its revival and protection, it ordains a close and an open season, 
and prohibits fishing except by licence and the payment of a 
small royalty on the catch. 


The other Ordinance consolidates the laws referring to wrecks, 
casualties, and salvage. The provisions for Enquiries into Wrecks 
are brought into harmony with those of the Law of England 
which, subject to local circumstances, has also been otherwise 


generally applied. 


EDUCATION. 


There is one primary school, supported entirely by Government, 
with four instructors. The number of scholars on the rolls was 
190, against 156 in 1898, with an average mixed attendance of 


97 

One school, that of the Roman Catholics, with 62 pupils on the 
rolls, and an average attendance of 48, received aid from Govern- 
ment during the year. 


Both these schools are situated in the town of Stanley, where 
there is also one unaided private school, with some 12 pupils. 


On the East Island one school is privately maintained at 
Darwin; it had some 26 boys and girls on its roll in 1899, and an 
attendance of 21. A travelling schoolmaster also assists in that 
district, where there were some 86 children on his books. 


The West Island is divided into two districts for Educational 
are placed under the care of two travelling school- 
ed and paid by Government, who visit each 
few weeks at a time. There were 


purposes ; these 
masters, employ 
family in their districts for a 


= 
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some 60 children under instruction in this way during the greater 
part of the year. Though this plan of instruction was only con- 
ceived in 1896, the progress of work, both when the masters were 
present as well as between their visits, has been most marked 
and encouraging. 


The primary education, so far as it is extended, well fulfils 
the object which it endeavours to attain. There is no demand 
for educated commercial labour. 


GOVEEBNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hostals, §:c. 


There are no hospitals, asylums, poor houses or reformatories 
in the Colony. Urgent cases requiring the care that such afford 
are not, fortunately, of frequent occurrence, and are met by 
transference to Monte Video, or to the United Kingdom. 


— so oe 


Government Savings Bank. 
fj 


The capital of the Government Savings Bank, £44,323, shows 
a tendency still to increase with the popularity that that insti- 
tution has acquired amongst all classes. The number of de- 
positors on the 30th September, the end of the bank year, in- 
creased from 349 to 356, the average credited to each depositor 
rose from £121 to £124, and that per head of the population from 
£20 to £22. The invested funds were increased by £5,603, and 
the profit for the year amounted to £302 as against £183 in the 
preceding year. 


The Penny Savings Bank deposits are included in the above. 
This bank, which may be said to have been the forerunner of the 
Government Savings Bank, had a balance of £640 11s. 1l1d., 
distributed amongst 94 depositors. 


Fire Brigade. 
There is a volunteer fire brigade of 33 members. 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


No alteration took place in the police, which remained at its 
usual complement. 


Prisons. 


The total number of prisoners in confinement in the gaol during 
the year amounted to 48, with a daily average number of 5°7, 
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Fatktand of whom 16 were civil and 32 naval prisoners. 47 were com- 

IsLanvé, mitted for three months or less, and 1 for a year. The majority 

1899. of the civil prisoners received were merchant seamen convicted 

——~ for drunkenness or acts of indiscipline under the Merchant Ship- 

ping Laws, and those from Her Majesty’s ships for breaches of 

naval discipline. Of these prisoners 1 civil and 1 naval had been 
committed before. 


The cost of their maintenance was £236; calculated on the 
daily average number in prison the cost per head was £43, or 
2s. 4d. a day. 


The number of offences brought to trial and number of con- 
victions show a decrease on previous years, as will be seen from 
the following criminal statistics : — 


—— | 1895. 1096, 1897. 


1898. 1899. 


Number of offences reported to police | 107 40 53 46 38 


Number of summary convictions— 


Offences against person... bear li Oke 8 11 7 11 
Offences against property ... seev |) ES 4 6 8 3 
Other offences se ve sees |t Ae 14 27 28 24 
Number of Supreme Court con- 
victions— 
Offences against person ... ee 2 — — — 1 
Offences against property ... oe — — 2 — 
For other offences ... Sol oo | —_ — — 1 


Number of acquittals— 
Inferior Courts... =n er 38 10 7 3 4 


Supreme Courts ... ees oe | 4 — — — 


Vira STATISTICS. 


There were 60 births and 27 deaths registered during the 
year. The birth rate was 33°59 and the death rate 15°12. 
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By the census taken in 1891 the population was found to be 
1,789, while that of 1898 was estimated at 1,753. Taking the 
natural increase of 33 in 1899 and deducting the number of 27 
departures over arrivals the population of the Colony at the end 
of the year may be set down at 1759, or ‘207 to the square mile. 


Of the 12 marriages solemnized, 10 were solemnized by mini- 
asters of the Church of England and 2 by ministers of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


Public Health. 


The general state of the public health, as exemplified by the 
returns submitted, has been good. Save a few cases of scarla- 
tina of a very mild form and the usual visit of influenza, the 
Colony was free from contagious or infectious diseases. 


Sanitation. 


The sanitation of the town is left more or less to. the natural 
drainage of the slope of the hill on which it is situated. Surface 
water flows quickly away through the peaty loam, above a laver 
of clay resting upon rock, here and there being assisted by inter- 
cepting drains leading into the open gutters or ditches along the 
sides of the public streets. Sewage is to some extent led through 
drains and discharged into the sea at about high water mark. 


The water supply is derived from rain-water stored in tanks 
or butts. 


Climate. 


There are but scanty materials from which to report on the 
climate of the Colony. ‘The rainfall was returned at 30°80 inches 
as against 29°93,in 1897, but these records, though approximate, 
are not absolutely accurate. 


The following records of the temperature of each month in the 
year are condensed from the readings of the thermometer taken 
at the Lighthouse for the Board of Trade. The table gives the 
monthly mean temperature of the Falkland Islands during the 
year, and, for comparison, that of the United Kingdom, on an 
average of fifty years. 
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— Falkland Islands. United Kingdom. 
January ee ‘ . 37 
February a” 39 
March ... ‘ 41 
April 46 
May 53 
June ... 59 
July ... sis sci 62 
August 61 
September 57 
October 50 
November 43 
December 40 

: Mean of 

— Latitude. eee tear cae ee 


Falklands ... .. | S1 428 50 36 43 


United Kingdom... | 51 35N 60 38 49 


Hence the Falkland Islands’ climate is colder in winter and 
is no less than 10° less hot in summer than that of the United 
Kingdom. 


The atmospheric currents are very unconfined in their 
limits, and southerly winds are ake ces for two or three days 
at the time, but westerly winds prevail throughout the year, inter- 
rupted at intervals by a northerly and easterly wind. The winds 


— 
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are incessant, and increase in force as the sun approaches the 
zenith. Evaporation is rapid. There is less sunshine and less 
frost, and more wind, and, though not greater in volume, more 
rains than in the United Kingdom. 


PostaL, TELEGRAPHS, AND TELEPHONE. 


The Postal Department developed the staff under its control 
by two lady assistants. The satisfactory progress made by the 
new institutions of the Imperial Penny Postage and revised 
Parcel Post rates deserves mention; indeed, the year was one of 
special work and special demands. Special attention was paid 
during the year to the improvement of postal facilities in the 
out districts; this led to the opening of a sub-post office on the 
West Island, where the requirements of trade demanded it, and 
where there was a suitable officer for the performance of the 
duties. 


A continuous delivery of mail correspondence with the least 
possible expense was suggested during the year, but the project 
met with such little participation on the part of the public that 
the innovation was, for the time being, abandoned. 


The money orders on the United Kingdom issued in the 
Colony amounted to £6,314 as against £4,677 in 1898, and the 
foreign money order transactions to £567 as against £239 in the 
previous year. 


The sale of postage stamps increased from £816 to £1,025, and 
the parcel insurance from 200 to 268 rates on declared values 


of £2,200 and £3,304 respectively. 


The postal revenue of 1899 amounted to £1,198 and the ex- 
penditure to £3,082. That of 1898 amounted to revenue £1,159 
and expenditure £4,045. 


The deficit arises from the subsidy of £2,500 per annum for 
the ocean mail service to and from the United Kingdom, which 


is whol'v paid by the Colony. 
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Telegraphic communications are received by post from Monte 
Video. There were no telephones in working order during the 
year. 


Mitirary Forces. 


There have been no regular forces stationed in the Colony 
since the departure of the Royal Marines. 


A volunteer rifle corps was raised in 1893. At the end of 
1899 its total strength numbered 86. ee members 
were returned as efficient during the year, and earned a total 
capitation grant of £82, which were credited to the funds of 
the corps. The remaining members were unable to attend drills 
at headquarters, by reason of their calling as shepherds and 
labourers on the farms scattered throughout the Colony, where 
depdéts are, as yet, not organised. 


CONCLUSION. 


The year 1899 can be reckoned as a year of prosperity, and if 
the high prices of the staple products are maintained, the same 
prospects may be anticipated. All the available labour, which 
is wholly British, was fully employed, but until more capital 
and labour is introduced into the Colony it must be plain that 
its progress will be limited according to the means that are 
available for developing its resources. The trade of the Colony 
is advancing as the Colony and the neighbouring countries are 
being opened up, and the general security that the Falkland 
Islands afford will, it is hoped, constitute it the emporium of 
this part of the Atlantic. 


The Colonial Secretary, Mr. F. Craigie-Halkett, left the Colony 
on leave of absence in May. Intelligence of his sudden death 
a few months afterwards was received with deep regret through- 


out the Colony. 


The duties of that office devolved upon the Treasurer, Mr. C. 
W. Hill, whose post was filled by Mr. M. E. Wingfield, a 
temporary officer engaged from England. 


With the death also of the Treasury Clerk, Mr. W. Coulson, 
the Government lost the valued services of its oldest servant, 
who had served the Colony in various capacities for over 30 years. 


At one time the year seemed likely to mark a turning point 
in the history of the Colony. The task of the formation of a 
naval depdt was taken in hand early in the year, and the impera- 
tive necessity of looking where reforms ought to be best directed 
was already engaging earnest consideration. Capital and labour 
it was thought were both to be effected, and they beneficially. 
The fall of the year, however, proved that the project was thes 
indeterminate. 


FALKLAND 
ISLANDS, 
1899, 
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_Her Majesty’s ships of the south-east coast of America squadron 
visited the Islands for some eight months of the year to undergo 
their musketry practice. The presence of the United States of 
America cruiser, “ Badger,” at the beginning of the year, served 
to call out a renewed expression of friendship and cordiality 
from all classes of the community, and gave ample evidence of 
the interest taken by the inhabitants of this remote Colony in 
events of external import and of the sympathies with which they 
are imbued. 


No stronger proof of the loyalty and affection of the colonists 
can be given than the patriotic feeling aroused by the 
turn of events in South Africa, and the unbounded admira- 
tion of those who were making such a heroic stand in defence of 
the nation in that country towards the end of the year. 


The Colony is to be congratulated on its social and general 
condition. 


CHaRLEs W. Hitt, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Stanley, Falkland Islands, 
22nd March, 1900. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. Year. 
267 St. Lucia... we due as see Lsus 
268 Fiji ... ee Ses os 
269) 1 oe and Caicos Islands. ets sae "A 
270 Malta ag Sas ae nie Sex “ 
271 Gold Coast ... ong a sh — ‘ 
272 Trinidad... ele ds a sia mA 
213 Sierra Leone oes eae soe sa es 


274 Ceylon ds sis sas tae s 
275 British Solomon Islands eas Seg aa 1898-99 
276 Gibraltar... tes a ou as 1898 


277 Bahamas... ne oo: ee sas ss 
278 British Honduras ... es aes eis - 
279 Mauritius and Rodrigues .. Mas an 5 
280 Grenada... sie she aos a6 Je 
281 St. Vincent ... _ ae sie a % 
282 Hong Kong... abe sig uae sae ei 
283 Jamaica su ae <i san oe 1898-99 
284 Lagos ae wes et es és 1898 
285 Seychelles ... sity _ 
286 Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands sas 1899 
287 Straits Settlements.. se et roe 1898 
2n8 Basutoland . ee aaa ... | 1898-99 
284) Niger Coast Protectorate Wee on xe, ee 
230 British Guiana Sas se ne . . 1897-98 & 
| 1898-99 
201 Falkland Islands 1899 
2')2 British New Guinea : as 1898-99 
293 | Bermuda... Bais ses ee aad | 1899 
204 | Barbados —.. sis ae iss Sad: 3 ‘6 
295) | Malta ae Lee es sis sie | a 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast ve ... | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand ... ug ... | Forests. 
3 Sierra Leone i. ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 Canada... aes ... | Emigration. 
5 Bahamas ... dee ... | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong Ses .» | Bubonic Plague. 
| Newfoundland ... .. | Mineral Resuurces. 
8 Western Pacific ... .-- | British Solomon Islands. 
9 Dominica ... _ ... | Agriculture. 
10 Virgin Islands... ... | Condition during 1897, 
1] Grenada ... ees ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 


42 Anguilla ... ad ... | Vital Statistics, 1898, 
s -13 Cook Islands ve -- | Trade, 189%). 
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No. 296 


FIJI. 1899" 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 268.) 


Goverron Sm G. T. M. O’Brien to Ma. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, Suva, 


29th June, 1900. 
Sr, 


I nave the honour to state that seven copies of the Fiji 
Blue Book for the year 1899 are being forwarded to you per book 
post by this mail, and to enclose copy of a Report thereon by 
Mr. Allardyce, the Assistant Colonial Secretary. 


I have, &c., 
G. T. M. O’Baren. 
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BLUE BOOK REPORT FOR 1899. 


I wave the honour to submit the following Report on the 
Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1899. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


(A.) GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The following statement shows the amount of Revenue re- 
ceived, under various heads, for the years 1899 and 1898: — 


Head of Revenue. ) 1899, 1898. 


| S Se. 40, £ «sw da. 


Customs... ene vee eee | 52,681 7 45,300 10 


0 3 
Port, Wharfage, and Lighthouse Dues 4,221. 3 5 8,944 4 8 
6 6 
5 y 


Native Taxes... ase oe we | 20,767 11 18,923 0 


Licenses, Excise, and Internal Revenue 7,889 4 8,051 0 


not otherwise classified. 


Fees of Court or Office, Payments for 8,351 11 11 8,840 5 10 
Specific Services, and Reimburse- 
ments in aid. 


Post Office aie is Ae es 2,547 2 6 2,555 12 10 
Rent of Government Property oe S77 1 «3 544 16 7 
Interest ... ve Be wits bite 300 0 0 373 2 4 
Miscellaneous Receipts... we see 1,058 13 8 5,545 10 9 


98,343 15 8 94,078 4 6 


Land Sales and Premia on Leases... 277 12 0 86 11 O 


Total ... ove £ 98,621 7 8 94,164 15 6 
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The following is a statement of the Expenditure for the years 
1899 and 1898, under the various heads: — 


Head of Expenditure. 


Charges on Account of Public Debt... 


Pensivns... si aa ag 
The Governor and Legislature 
Colonial Secretary’s Department 
Government Printing Office ... 
Audit Department 

Postal Department 

Provincial Department 
Treasury... 

Customs Department ... ss 
Port and Marine Department... 
Immigration Department 
Judicial and Legal Departments 
Police Department __... ae 
Armed Native Constabulary ... 
Prisons Department... 
Medical Department ... 
Hospital and Lunatic Asylum 


Education sae see 

Transport +P ase one 

Transport — Special Repairs 
account). 

Miscellaneous 


Lands, Works, and Survey Department 
Public Works, Annually Recurrent ... 


£ «a d. 
9,261 5 1 
2,020 7 0 
2,673 14 7 
1,419 5 6 
1,529 8 

688 7 
2,045 17 6 


76,484 7 6 72,574 4 1 
Public Works, Extraordinary 11,083 5 3,320 4 5 
Deposit for Expenditure, 1899—Public _ 11,700 0 0 
orks. 
Deposit for Expenditure, 1900—Public 7,000 0 — 
Works, 
Deposit for Expenditure, 1900—Con- 1,000 0 — 
tribution to Transvaal War Fund. ae 
Total ave £} 95,567 13 87,594 8 6 
6590—5 A8 
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The total Revenue and Expenditure during each of the past 
five years is shown in the following statement : — 


Year. Revenue, Expenditure. 

£ 8. ad. £ «8 d. 

1895 bes au 78,240 5 9 76,204 3 11 
1896 ava aie 73,868 18 9 73,099 3 1 
1897 “ii sv 74,491 16 1 73,231_11 0 
1898 ces ‘oe 94,146 15 6 87,594 8 6 
1899 ous a 98,621 7 8 95,567 13 2 


The increased Revenue has mainly accrued under the heads of 
“Customs” and “Native Taxes.” The increase under the 
former head is due to improvement in trade. The duty collected 
on drapery amounted to £12,443, as compared with £8,821 in 
1898. The increase under the head of “Native Taxes” is due 
to the assessment of £19,700 having been paid, and certain debits 
from previous years paid off. In addition to this, the natives 
obtained refunds aggregating £18,693 12s. 6d. The falling off 
under the head of “ Miscellaneous” is due to an extraordinary 
receipt in 1898 of £4,229 from Return Passages Fund on account 
of hospital fees on destitute Indians. 


After placing £8,000 to deposit for expenditure in 1900, the 
surplus of Revenue over Expenditure amounted to £3,053 14s. 6d. 
(C.) ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The following is a statement of the Assets and Liabilities of the 
Colony at 31st December, 1899 : — 
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(D.) Pusiic Dersrt. 


The Public Debt of the Colony at 31st December, 1899, 
amounted to £205,076 1s. 7d. Of this amount £95,476 1s. Vd. 
is an advance, without interest, from Imperial funds, which is 
being repaid at the rate of £1 040 5s. ld. per annum. The re- 
mainder consists of £109,600 Debentures, bearing interest at 4} 
percent. A sum of £1,500 per annum is applied to the redemp- 
tion of these Debentures. The interest on Debentures so re- 
deemed is applied to the further reduction of the debt. 


(i.) Currency. 


The legal tender currency, and the only coin in circulation, is 
British sterling. The amount of coin in circulation is estimated 
at £70,000. There is no Government note issue. The Bank of 
New Zealand has two branches in the Colony, at Suva and Levuka. 


(F.) MunicrpaL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The following statements show the revenue and expenditure, 
during the last five years, of the Suva and Levuka Town Boards, 
and the Suva and Levuka School Boards :— 


Ss, ete 


Suva Town Board. Levuka Town Board. 
Year. 
Revenue. Expenditure. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ £ £ 
1895 ue 1,670 1,537 1,155 980 
1896... 1,680 1,506 1,238 1,129 
1897 a. 1,509 1,662 879 995 
1898... 1,603 1,600 980 976 
1899. 1,710 1,639 1,511 1,511 
Suva School Board. | -Levuka School Board. 
Year. | — =z 
Revenue. Expenditure. Revenue. ihpaneaias Expenditure. 
£ £ £ | oe £ 
1895... 742 723 632 612 
1896 sas 719 678 pa 552 567 
1897 sa 729 694 | 581 591 
1898... 726 722 542 | 520 
1899... 759 716 
| 
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(G.) DesTs oF MUNICIPALITIES. 


The Municipal Boards have no power to borrow money. 


IIl—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(A.) ImMpoRTs AND Exports. 


The following statement shows the value of the principal items 
of import during the past two years: — 


Nature of Import. | 1898. 1899. 
: £ £ 
| 
Bacon and hams aoe eet eee eee e008 1,200 1,303 
Bags and sugar-mats «4s Sas sae 7,145 7,424 
| 
Beer ee6 eee eee eee eee eee ! 2,872 2,905 
Books oe ee sae cue ee sei | 779 1,080 
Boots and shoes ... oe ss ie as | 8,009 8,549 
Breadstuffs and biscuits ... ve ve ove | 22,366 17,553 
Butter as a be wee aes ee 3,403 4,279 
Conl... = see conte wettest | «|, 954 10,082 
Cordage... er sae ve ‘Kas a 1,279 1,724 
Cutlery eee eee eee eee aes eee ! 1,403 1,640 
| 
Drapery ees eea6e eee oe6 e008 oo0e | 45,134 55,082 
Drugs eee eee eee eee ee0 eee 2,805 2,770 
Fish eee ee0 eee eee eee eee eee | 1,966 2,908 
Furniture eee eee eee oes6 eee eee ! 1,189 1,660 
| 
Galvanised iron and goods ae eee ! 3,448 7,080 
Glassware and crockery ... 0... eee eve | —1,820 1,571 
| ‘ 
Hardware... 00. eee nee | TA,TIB 13,916 
| 
lron—bar, rod, sheet, rails, and pipes ... «x. | 2,502 8,012 
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(A.) Imports anD EXxPoRTsS—cont. 


Nature of Import. 


Jewellery ... ‘ies eee 


Leatherware oe Sue 


Live stock eee eve eee 


Machinery ... as ees 
Machinery—agricultural ... 


Manure... ae ces 
Meats ens Se x 
Oils... ‘ae ‘as vr 
Pickles and oilstores or 
Paints eee see ses 


Produce ... ae aa 
Rice ee bes bas 


Ship chandlery _... 

Soap ae sie one 
Spirits ‘ive 

Stationery ... sive eee 
Sugar eos 


Timber eee eee eee 


Tobacco... ove ove 
Vegetables and green fruit 


Wines ies eas eee 


W oodenware eee ee8 


1898, | 


£ 
1,445 


1,708 
5,607 


4,082 
1,586 
4,156 
9,302 


6,591 


936 
1,482 
2,119 


8,730 


1,427 

637 
3,180 
2,571 
2,663 


5,262 
1,923 


3,880 


1,264 
530 


1899. 


£ f 
1,628 


2,007 
8,292 


15,477 
2,068 
3,574 
9,699 


7,365 


515 
1,856 


cag 
6,041 


1,405 

724 
3,837 
2,241 
2,456 


5,402 
2,356 


2,323 


1,458 
901 


13 
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The following table shows the value of the total imports and 
exports during the past five years: — 


Year. | Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1895... ase 241,759 332,209 
1896... as 242,492 435,342 
1897... we 248,748 431,860 
1898... 0a 234,850 534,105 . 
1899... a. 263,044 481,856 


The bulk of’the goods imported into this Colony come from 
Sydney, and there is no means of telling whether they are of 
British or foreign manufacture. The Customs Department re- 
port that, as far as can be ascertained, there has been a slight 
falling off in the importation of goods of foreign manufacture. 


The staple products of the Colony are sugar, copra, green 
fruit, and Colonial distilled spirit. The quantity and value of 
these exports during the past five years have been as follows: — 


j 


| Green Colonial 
Sugar. Copra. ' Fruit. | Distilled Spirit. 


Year. 


! 


Value. | Quantity.) Value. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


Quantity. 


£ Tons. £ Gallons. 


208,889 | 9,244 | 79,726 | 20,9897; — = 


1895 | 23,210 
1896 | 27,334 |336,929|} 5,487 | 48,950) 18,488] 78,890 | 10,163 
1897 | 26,991 /323,830 | 7,757 | 70,182 | 16,514 | 15,041 | 1,180 
1898 | 34,156 |409,884 | 6,474 | 63,140 | 25,478 | 111,088 | 13,886 


-1899 | 28,403 | 340,602 | 7,228 | 73,421 | 30,606 | 132,440 | 16,343 
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‘The decrease in the total value of exports for 1899 as compared 
with 1895 is accounted for by the falling off in the export of 
sugar. ‘This is due in part to the wet season, and also to the fact 
that some 2,500 tons of sugar were awaiting shipment at the 
end of the year. 


The export of copra for 1899 is greater than 1898 by 754 tons, 
but is less than 1897 by 527 tons. The 1899 crop, however, ex- 
ceeds that of any previous year, as, owing to the scarcity of ship- 
ping, there were some 3,200 tons more copra awaiting shipment 
at the end of 1899 than at the end of 1898. The 1899 crop may 
therefore be set down at from 10,000 to 11,000 tons. 


The export of green fruit, chiefly bananas, is increasing. 
Large areas have been planted by natives under agreement. 


(B.) Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


There are at present at work in the Colony five sugar mills, 
with a nominal daily output of 204 tons of dried sugar; one tea 
iactory, with a nominal daily output of 400 lbs. of dried tea; 16 
boatbuilding yards; two soapworks; and two sawmills. 


(C.) AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL 
STATIONS. 


The cultivation of sugar forms the principal agricultural in- 
dustry of the Colony. The Colonial Sugar Refining Company, 
Ltd., owning three mills in this Colony, are the largest producers. 
A fourth mill will shortly be erected by this company. Land 
has been leased and active operations commenced. The total 
area of the Jand under cane cultivation is estimated at 23,160 
acres, from which were produced 301,691 tons of cane. 


The following statement gives the particulars available as 
to the cultivation of sugar cane by Fijians during 1899: — 


District. Area. ! Quantity. | Value. 

| Acres, | Tons. | £ 

Rowa 464 ——s«#6, 962 | 4,063 
Labasa get | 147 | 1465 748 
Rags. Ge gah. xe: 32 876 423 
Ba ... eet a aes | 120 1,695 | 822 
Navua ve oe sae 87 728 | 360 
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An important feature in the sugar industry is the cultivation 
of cane by Indian coolies who have completed their term of 
indenture. At Rewa they cultivated, during 1899, 962 acres, 
producing 17,213 tons of cane, valued at £9,097. At Navua 
they cultivated, during the same period, 1,348 acres, producing 
19,680 tons of cane, valued at £10,395. 


As stated in the Blue Book Report for 1898, some 4,000 acres 
of land were acquired in 1898 fer lease to Indian immigrants 
whose terms of indenture have expired, with a view to inducin 
them to remain in the Colony. During 1899 two additiona 
blocks were acquired, one in the Labasa district, containing 1,061 
acres, and the other in the Navua district, containing 268 acres 
of land, suitable for cane cultivation. Of the Labasa block, 320 
acres have been leased, there being 136 lessees. About 90 per 
cent. of the cultivation is rice, the remainder being maize, vege- 
tables, &. The lessees have the use, in common, of grazing land 
for their cattle, upon payment of agistment. They own some 
275 head of cattle. 


There isa botanic station at Suva, from which economic plants 
are supplied to planters free of cost. During 1899 the following 
were among the plants so issued:—3,580 cacao plants, 1,386 
vanilla plants, 674 coffee plants. 


‘D.) LAND GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 


The total area of Crown land is small, not exceeding 7,000 
acres. The area of land held by Europeans under Crown grant 
-. 423,999 acres. Seven Crown grants were issued during the 
year, aggregating 2,017 acres. fiand may be leased from the 
native owners, through the Crown. The annual rental varies 
from 3s. to 15s. per acre. 


(E.) SHIPPING. 


The following statement shows the number, tonnage, and 
nationality of the steam and sailing vessels entered and cleared 
at the two ports of entry during the years 1898 and 1899: — 


-_ = ie ee ae a ee ee a = 
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The total shipping, inwards and outwards, during the past 
five years is shown in the following statement :— 
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Year. Entered. | Cleared. : Total 
1895 118,533 116,869 | 233,402 
1896 115,470 115,586 | 231,056 
1897 124,128 123,887 | 248,015 
1898 133,752 132,767 266,519 
1899 128,791 


126,656 255,447 


ee ce ni ee ee 
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IlI.— LEGISLATION. 


The following are the principal Ordinances passed during 
1899 :— 


II. Gambling Ordinance.—Repeals the previous enactment 
(Ordinance No. IX. of 1897), which did not define the term “ gam- 
ing house” with sufficient clearness. 


III. Pearlshell Ordinance.—Prohibits the removal and ex- 
portation of immature and undersized pearlshell. Authority is 
given to the Governor-in-Council to prohibit the fishing for pearl- 
shell for any term throughout the whole Colony or any part 
thereof. 


IV. Matrimonial Causes Ordinance.—Inacts the Matrimonial 
Causes Act, 1884, of England. 


. V. Marine Board Ordinance.—Brings the practice in the 
courts of this Colony into conformity with the general practice 
laid down in the Merchant Shipping Act, 1594. 


‘VI. ‘Appeals Ordinance.—This Ordinance was much wanted, 
as the old law relating to appeals from magistrates’ courts was 
somewhat imperfect. The appealable amount has been reduced 
from £5 to £3. 


VII. Lepers Ordinance.—Provides for the establishment of 
lever asylums and the segregation of lepers. The Ordinance 
does not come into force until proclaimed, and then only within 
such area or areas as may be named in the proclamation. 


. IX. Supreme Court. Ordinance, 1875, Amendment Ordi- 
nance.—The service of writs, summonses, and subpcenas is taken 
out of the hands of the Sheriff and left in the hands of the parties 
or their solicitors. 


“a 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 


The Public Education Ordinance, 1890, provides for the elec- 
tion of School Boards within constituted districts (at present only 
Suva and Levuka are so constituted). The expenses of the 
Boards are paid out of the ‘‘School Fund ”’ of each district, con- 
sisting (1) of an annual grant on the average attendance, on a 
scale fixed by the Governor in Council, and (2) of a contribution 
from the rating authorities of the amount required for school 
purposes beyond the Government grant. Education is free to 
children within the school districts between six and 14 years of 
age. The subjects of an ordinary English education are taught. 
There are two common schools under these School Boards, one 
in Suva, with three teachers and 91 scholars, and one in Levuka, 
with two teachers and 71 scholars. These schools are inspected 
annually by an Inspector from the Education Department of 
Victoria. 

There are also four Roman Catholic schools for Europeans in 
the Colony, with an attendance of 169. 


There is a Government technical school, where 76 native youths 
are instructed in primary education (including English), car- 
pentry, boatbuilding, planting, and the care of stock. 

The education of the natives throughout the group is entirely 
provided for by the Weslevan and Roman Catholic missions. The 
former have 1,499 schools, with 2,634 teachers and 26,464 
scholars. The latter have 146 schools, with 179 teachers and 
1,832 scholars. 


V—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
(A.) Hospira.s. 

There is a hospital at Suva, maintained by Government. It 
is under the charge of a Resident Medical Officer, assisted by two 
European nurses. J)uring 1899 there were 1,383 patients ad- 
mitted, including 75 Europeans. The revenue for the year 
amounted to £1,895 Os. 2d., and the expenditure (including the 
salary of the Resident Medical Officer) to £2,918 1s. 10d. 


(B.) ASYLUMS. 


The lunatic asylum at Suva is under the charge of an European 
warder. The Chief Medical Officer is Superintendent. There 
were 1] admissions and five discharges during the year, leaving 
15 inmates on 31st December, 1899. Revenue, £176 Os. 6d. ; 
expenditure, £523 12s. 3d. 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
(A.) Ponicr. 


The police force in the two towns of Suva and Levuka con- 
sists of one European inspector, one European sergeant, one native 
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inspector, two native sergeants, three native corporals, one Indian, 
and 25 native constables, under the control of the Superintendent 
of Police. In addition to the above, there are the rural police, 
consisting of three European sergeants, 12 native sergeants, and. 
39 native and Indian constables, under the control of the magis- 
trates in the various districts. 

(B.) PRIsons. 

There are two gaols, one at Suva and one at Levuka, under the 
charge of the Superintendent of Prisons. There are also gaols 
at each of the various magistrates’ stations. All prisoners serv- 
ing sentences exceeding three months are sent to Suva gaol. The 
total number of prisoners committed to Suva and Levuka gaols 
during 1899 was 964. Prisoners are employed on public works, 
roads, and as boats’ crews. 


(C.) CriminaL STATISTICS. 


The total number of offences reported to the police and magis- 
trates during 1899 was 7,342. Of these 757 were offences 
against the person, 351 were larceny, 172 were offences 
against property, and 6,062 were other offences—principally 
breaches of the Labour Ordinances. Of the 7,342 offences re- 
ported, 2,170 were dismissed, 5,079 were dealt with summarily, 
and 93 were committed to the Supreme Court. During the year 
nine persons were sentenced to death for murder. In three cases 
the sentence was commuted to penal servitude. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The following statement shows the population as estimated at 
31st December, 1899, compared with the 1891 census returns : — 


Census of Estimate on 
5th April, 1891. 31st December, 1899. 


Class. 


Total. | Male. Total. 


Female. 


Male. : Female. 


ee 


Europeans wo. | 1,273 763 2,036 | 2,759 1,614 4,373 
Half-castes ...' 529} 547 | 1,076] 624. G34 | 1,258 
Indians ... we | 4,998 4,407 | 13,282 


| 2,470 | 7,468 | 8,875 
Polynesians... - 344 | 2,267 289 | 1,961 
| 

\ 


Rotumans 1,056 . 1,163 2,219 | 1,033 1,138 2,171 
Fijians... ... | 56,445 | 49,355 | 105,800 | 52,354 » 46,124 | 98,478 
Others... ae 143 171 | 314 471 679 1,150 


TE 


54,885 | 122,673 


‘ 
SNP ep ee te, ee ee EE ee ee em pen ee a iain Scan eas 


1 
1 


Totals ... | 66,367 54,813 121,180 67,788 


—_— -_- 
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The native population has been steadily decreasing for many 
years. Of late years, however, the decrease has not been so 
heavy. For 1899 the decrease was estimated at 476, being the 
lowest since the census of 1891. The number of births amounted 
to 3,395, being at the rate of 34°48 per mille, a rate which com- 
pares very favourably with other cofonies. The marriage rate 
per mille was 16°81, or more than double the rate of any Austra- 
lian Colony, and many European countries. The number of 
deaths, however, amounted to 3,871, being at the rate of 3931 
per mille. The principal factor in the high death rate is the ex- 
cessive mortality amongst infants. In 1899, of every 100 chil- 
dren born, 8:51 died before reaching the age of one month, 18°64 
before reaching the age of one year. The measures now being 
undertaken with a view to reducing the heavy death rate are 
referred to under “General Observations.” 


(B.) PusLtic HEALTH. 


The year 1899 was free from epidemic disease, though, towards 
the latter end, whooping-cough asserted itself among native chil- 
dren. Only two cases of enteric fever were recorded as occurring 
intheColony. There were, however, seven cases landed from the 
war-ships at Samoa, and treated at the Colonial Hospital. 


The European death rate is exceptionally low, as will be seen 
from the following table, which compares favourably with the 
statistics of other colonies :~— 


ver, | eurmpere Death, wth at 
, 

1878 wea | 2,000 | 43 21-5 
1881 esas 2671 | 45 16-84 
1884 ae 3.567 | 59 16°54 
1887 eae 2,105 | 31 14-72 
1890 eae 2,059 | 35 16-99 
1893 ka 2.474 ; 25 10:1 
1896 eae 3,292 31 9-41 
1897 asa 3,401 30 8-82 
a 3.927 30 764 


1899 ee ee 4,373 | 26 5-94 
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(C.) SANITATION. 


There are only two European towns in the Colony, neither of 
which have any system of drainage beyond that naturally pro- 
vided by their being situated on hills near the sea. Scavenging 
is done on the dry-earth system. The heavy rainfall does much 
to preserve the health of the Colony. 


(D.) CLIMATE. 


The total rainfall] for the year was 130 inches, the greatest 
daily rainfall being 13 inches. The highest temperature in the 
shade was 93° on the 2nd March, and the lowest, 61°, on the 
21st September. The prevailing winds are south-easterly and 
easterly. 


VIII—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


The following statement contains the particulars for 1899 of 
the postal service of the Colony :— 


Ne enn 


External. 


United Kingdom. | Other Places. 


{ 


Internal. 
Total. 


From. To, : From. To. 
| 


a cco 


— _— = | 


| — 
*Letters and post | 267,910 | 9,066 | 10,565 , 77,498 56,407 | 421,446 
cards. | 


Newspapers .. | 163,077 | 34,711 3,343 | 96,576 | 11,007 | 308,714 


Book packets, sam- | 30,570 | 4,131 1,123 | 13,619 | 4,136 | 53,579 
plesand circulars. 


| 
Parcels «0 «| — 369 | 50 729 130 | 1,278 
| 


Telegrams eee = Seer 


Despatched. Received. 
*Including Registered 6,368 5,520 


i RO 
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Money orders were issued and paid in the Colony as follows 
during 1899 :— 


Paid in the 
Colony. 


Issued in the 
Colony. 


£ 8 ad. £ «8. d. 
United Kingdom deer? lake so 615 7 8 199 12 5 
Other Colonies and Foreign Countries 2,560 9 3 431 6 9 


Total eee wae £ 3,175 16 11 630 19 2 


A telephone line has been constructed from Suva to Ba, a 
distance of 120 miles. 


IX.—MILITARY FORCES AND EXPENDITURE. 
(C.) VOLUNTEERS, 


There is a volunteer force in the Colony, numbering 208 officers 
and men. 


(D.) ConsTABULARY. 


Yn addition to the above-mentioned force there 1s a body of 
armed native constabulary, numbering 122 officers and men. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


MEANS OF COMMUNICATION, 


Beyond the municipal boundaries of Suva and Levuka there 
are few roads fit for wheeled traftic, though bridle paths exist 
everywhere. Attention has lately been given to the making of 
roads and bridging of rivers and creeks throughout the Colony. 
A properly metalled road from Suva to Rewa, a distance of some 
14 miles, is now in course of construction. 


Owing to the insular nature of the Colony the principal means 
of communication is by water. There is daily communication, 
by steam launches, between Suva and the sugar districts of Rewa 
and Navua. There is also a bi-weekly service from Suva to 
Levuka, and weekly to Ba. Communication between the various 
islands is maintained by a steamer and a fleet of 174 small sail- 
ing vessels, of which 104 are owned by natives. 


Fi, 
1899. 
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IMMIGRATION. 


The demand for labour on plantations has been met by the 
introduction of Indian coolies. During 1899, 931 Indian immi- 
grants arrived in the Colony and 361 returns left for Calcutta. 
There are at present some 13,282 Indians in the Colony, of whom 
4,920 are serving their first indenture. The average cost of 
introduction varies from £17 to £23 for each adult. He is re- 
recruited in India, through the usual emivration agency system, 
and comes to TF'1j1 for 10 years, five of which he spends in the 
service of his original requisitioner, and the second five as a free 
man, working where and how he pleases. At the end of 10 years 
he becomes entitled, with his wife and family, to a free passage 
to India at the expense of the general revenue of the Colony. 


Pusitic Works. 


The expenditure on public works during 1899 (exclusive of 
establishments) amounted to £12,972 15s. 9d. In addition to 
this a sum of £9,559 9s. 2d. was expended from a deposit of 
£11,700 made in 1898, making a total expenditure of 
£22,532 4s. lld. This amount was expended as follows:— 
Maintaining and constructing Government buildings, £3,515 ; 
sea-wall, Levuka, £400; telephone line from Suva to Ba, £120; 
extension and repairs Suva water supply, £584; Rewa delta 
water supply. £11,094; water supplies to various native towns, 
£661; construction of new roads, £3,409; bridges, £1,978; 
wharfs, £342. The principal work undertaken during the year 
was the supnlvinw of water to the native towns on the Rewa delta. 
Water is conveyed a distance of four and three-quarter miles by 
@ six-inch pipe and is then distributed to 44 towns, with a popu- 
lation of 4.872. During 1900 the scheme will be extended to 
include 26 other towns. 


FUTURE PrRosreEctTs OF TRADE. 


Over 96 per cent. of the total exports of the Colony is made up 
of the four products, sugar, copra, green fruit, and Colonial dis- 
tilled spirit. The principal minor exports consist of cocoanuts, 
peanuts, beche-de-mer, pearlshell, maize, and vanilla. Such 
products as ccffee, cocoa, limes, lemons, ginger, and spices do not 
appear on the list of exports. They can all be produced in the 
Colony, but the cost of labour militates against their being 
raised and exported at a profit. 


The climate, though warm and moist, is healthy and not un- 


suited to Europeans. Manual work is principally performed by 
coloured labour, Europeans being employed as skilled labourers 


and overseers. 
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The following are the average rates of wages: —Carpenters, 
painters, coopers, blacksmiths, 14s. per day; overseers, £80 to 
£200, with quarters. 


The social condition of the native race has been somewhat im- 
proved in the last few years. In January, 1899, four provincial 
inspectors were appointed, each having charge of two provinces. 
The first duties to which these inspectors have given their atten- 
tion has been the proper housing of the people, the improvement 
of water supplies, the proper care of infants and sick persons, 
and the improvement of the condition of women. It is, as yet, 
too early to look for substantial results in the wav of staying the 
decrease, but much good work has been accomplished. The past 
year has been a most prosperous one, and it is estimated that, at 
a moderate computation, the natives received some £70,000 from 
various sources during the year. 


The financial condition of the Colony is good. The Revenue 
for 1899 exceeded the Expenditure by £3,053 14s. 6d., and the 
accumulated balance to the credit of the Colony on 31st December, 
1899, amounted to £20,636 Os. 7d. This sum will be available 
in the event of a deficiency occurring at any time, owing to a 
severe hurricane or other unforeseen circumstance. 


A new sugar mill is being established, which should add con- 
siderably to trade. Large areas have been planted by the natives 
with cocoanuts, so that an increase in the export of copra may be 
expected in the next few years. 


W. L. ALLARpYcE, 
Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
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Colony. Year. 
British Solomon islands 1898-99 
Gibraltar... hi 1898 
Bahamas wes sete es 3 
British Hondnrag sep ‘i 
Mauritius and Rodrigues . 
Grenada .. eae - 
St. Vincent . ... 3 
Hong aoe - 
Jamaica . 1898-99 
Lagos... sie . 1898 
Seychelles ue 9% 
Christinas and Cocos-Keeling ‘Islands 1899 
Straits Settlements ose m 1898 
Basutoland aes oe — 1898-99 
Niger Coast- Protectorate rs sks 7" 
British Guiana .. sie 1897-98 & 

1898-99 
Falkland Islands 1899 
British New Guinea faecy, “ees 1898-99 
Bermuda oes or a4 oes 1899 
Barbados ss wes wie as 
Malta ‘, 
Fiji - a 
Turks and Caicos Islands ” 
Bahamas... ue ” 
Sierra Leone ‘3 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony. | 

Gold Coast... ve ... | Economic Agriculture. 
Zululand Forests. 
Sierra Leone Geology and Botany. 
Canada Emigration. 
Bahamas Sisal Industry. 
Hong K Bubonic Plague. 


Newfoundland 

Western Pacific 
Dominica ... sah ses 
Virgin Islands... oe 
Grenada ok ae 
Anguilla 

Cook Islands 

Bahamas 


ce > eee et ee ee A ee ee 


Mineral Resources. 
British Solomon Islands, 
Agriculture. 

Condition during 1897. 
Agriculture in‘Carriacou. 
Vital Statistics, 1898. 
Trade, 1899. 

Fibre Industry. 


JOLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 3 


No. 300. | 


GAMBIA. 


(For Beport for 1898, see No. 264.) 


ADMINISTRATOR Sirk R. B. LLEWELYN to 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, Bathurst, 
Sir, 20th March, 1900. 


I wave the honour to forward the Blue Book for the year 
1899 with my Report on the same. 


I have, &c., 
R. B. LLEWE yy, 


Administrator. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1899. 


The Revenue of the Colony amounted to £46,840, which is 
the largest on record, and the Expenditure to £30,405; and thus 
the accumulated surplus of the Colony was increased by over 
£16,400, and on the 31st of December stood at £43,489 12s. 9d. 
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2. The three following items, which indicate the trade and 
proerenty or otherwise of the Colony, all shew a further steady 
growth. 


THe PRorecroRareE. 


Year. Amount. 


er: 


18996 eae | 1,666 
1897 koko 2,540 
1898 kes 3,165 
1899 eka 3,655 


THe GovERNMENT River STEAMER. 


1896 ice sa eos 329 
1897 és - més 612 
1898 eee es ove 971 
1899 oe ee sie 1,174 


Export Duty on Grounp Nots. 


1896 genes 8,930 
1897 kee 6,626 
1898 oes er woe 10,693 
1899 ae eae ede 11,400 
REVENUE, 


3. The other seven items of usual Revenue made up the total 
for the year to £46,839 against £43,717 in the year 1898—an 
increase of a little over £3,100. There was an increase under 


every head of Revenue, except the Post Office, in which there 


was a falling off from £2,140 to £589, in part owing to the 
adoption of the penny postal rate, but mainly to be attributed to 
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the falling off in the demand for postage stamps by collectors, 
who, in the previous year, purchased a large quantity of the old 
igsue and new issue on the change that was made in May, 1898, 
ef the dies. 


‘The Customs duties increased £2,550; the Port dues increased 
£543; and the interest on the surplus funds invested, £640. 


EXPENDITURE. 


4. The total Expenditure amounted to £30,404 compared with 
£29,035—an increase of about £1,400. In examining the details 
of expenditure, the principal excesses appear under the heading 
of Administration, owing to the increase in the salary of the Ad- 
ministrator, and Special Services—£2,097, in which is included 
£1,855 paid for quarters purchased for the Chief Magistrate and 
Colonial Surgeon. The other items remain, about the same, 
except Public Works, on which the expenditure was curtailed, 
owing to the absence of the Colonial Engineer from Bathurst for 
four months, whilst he was engaged on the Anglo-French 
Boundary Commission. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


5. The total value of the imports amounted to £240,906, and of 
the exports to £241,936, of which about one-half of the imports 
came from the United Kingdom, whilst only about one-ninth 
went there. 


The principal export—ground nuts—is nearly all sent to 
France, which received during the year three-fourths of the total 
exports. 


The following summary shews the value of the imports and 
exports from and to the principal foreign countries : — 


nan ne ene 


a | Imports. | Ex porta. 

£ £ 
France 69,599 182,663 
Germany 9,761 6,465 
Denmark —_ 5,654 
Holland — 30,508 


~So ee a ee ee 
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Gansta, 6. The value of the kola nuts imported from Sierra Leone 

1899. amounted to £33,951—an increase of £12,312 on the previous 
year, but this is principally owing to the circumstance that in 
the year 1898 it was difficult to obtain kola nuts from the Sierra 
Leone Protectorate. 


7. Owing to good rains for the cultivation of rice in the Gambia, 
the local crop was large, so the quantity of rice imported fell 
from 79,208 cwts. in 1898 to 35,662 ecwts. in 1899, and a decrease 
in value of £22,172. 


8. The value of the specie imported in 1895 was £13,432, and 
in 1899 £69,535, the aggregate for the five years being £197,574, 
whilst during the same period only £17,466 in specie was ex- 

orted. Perhaps these figures are not absolutely correct, but it is 
indisputable that a very large amount of specie (silver coins) has 
been put in circulation during the last few years in the Gambia 
Protectorate, owing to the cash trade supplanting the old system 
of barter; and it is remarkable that the importation of merchan- 
dise has kept up as well. I hope this rather startling change 
in the system of trade will pass over without any serious incon- 
venience to the general commerce of the Colony. 


9. The value of the ground nuts exported was returned to the 
Customs at £210,005—an increase of £9,696 on the previous 
year. This represented 34,353 tons—I believe the largest quan- 
tity ever shipped in a vear. : 


Apparently there was a good find of beeswax, as the value uf 
the export is given at £4,412 compared with £1,833 in the pre- 
vious year. 


10. The imports and exports show little variation, except in 
the large decrease in the shipments of rubber, due to the prac- 
tical extinction of the rubber plants by the ignorant class of men 
who wander about rubber cutting in the bush. There are 
no rubber plantations or estates—all that is collected being the 
product of uncultivated plants or trees found in the forests. 


11. It is hardly necessary to comment on all the different 
items of revenue and expenditure, or imports and exports, &c., 
suffice it to say that trade was good, and I hope the mercantile 
firms had a prosperous year, as well as the public chest. 


12. The legislation of the year comprised an Ordinance con- 
solidating several Tariff Ordinances, but leaving the rates of duty 


practically unchanged, with the ad valorem fixed as before, at 
five per cent. 


An Ordinance was also passed authorising the preparation of 
- a revised edition of the statutes, which work is now in the hands 
of the Chief Magistrate. 
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SAVINGS BANK. 


_ 13. The total balance in the savings bank on the 3lst Decem- 
ber amounted to £3,882, and the number of depositors was 203. 
Compared with the year 1895, an increase, which has been gradual 
and steady, is shewn in the amount of the deposits and the number 
of depositors, which then stood at £2,436 in the names of 138 
depositors. 


Efforts are being made by the Travelling Commissioners to 
induce the natives in the Protectorate to use the savings bank for 
their savings, instead of putting all their money in cattle, and 
I have heard of one man who has opened an account, but I know 
what a difficult task it is to persuade a Mandingo to change his 
habits. 


BoarRpD OF HEALTH, 


14. The Board of Health, which means the Town Council of 
Bathurst, had, at the commencement of the year, £248 to its 
credit. The rates yielded £10 more than in the previous year, 
but the surplus was reduced to £107 by the judicious expendi- 
ture of about £120 on new and additional lamps in the streets 
in Bathurst, which is now, in the principal streets, as well lighted 
as is possible with oil lamps. I believe the town of Bathurst, 
with its broad streets, concrete side walks, brick drains, and large 
square, will compare favourably with any other town on the West 
Coast of Africa. 


15. The only incident that can be called exceptional during the 
ha was the unusual length of the rainy season in Bathurst. 

e total rainfall (56 inches) was a little above the average, but 
was spread over five months instead of four, the heaviest fall in 
any 24 hours being 2°53 inches, whereas it is usual to have several 
falls of four and five inches, and now and then floods. The months 
of June and October, in which light rains generally occur, were 
exceptionally wet and trying. Apparently, the general health of 
the Colony was about the same. ‘The rains increased the crops of 
rice, but as, of course, the rainfall in Bathurst differs from parts 
of the Protectorate far distant, I cannot say how it affected all the 
ground nuts grown at a distance, but those near Bathurst, in 
Kommbo, are better than usual. 


16. A year that passed without any remarkable occurrence 
with peace and prosperity everywhere, and I hope happiness to 
all classes, is a difficult one to write about. I have, in the nine 
years I have served here, endeavoured to carry out some improve- 
ments, and the surplus fund now accumulated will be gradually 
spent on many long-talked of and desired public works, such as 
filling up the swamp at Half Die, Bathurst, which is about to be 
commenced. The clearing away of a bank at Kai Hai, about 
140 miles up the river, also now being dealt with, will facilitate 
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Gamsia, the passage of larger steamers to McCarthy Island. Tramways 
.1899. | and a steamer in the Upper River are under consideration, and 
—— with a continuance of the peace and prosperity now existing, 
this small Dependency will, I trust, continue to advance, as it 

has done within the last few years. 


R. B. LuEwe yn, 


Admanistrator. 


20th March, 1900. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :-— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. Year. 


279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues bee ses ae 1898 
280 | Grenada ... a ans ia sed _ “ 
281 | St. Vincent soi ses aie wes see - 
282 | Hong Kong sds 6g a ae - 
283 | Jamaica ... mr abe ie ‘ise ..- | 1898-99 
284 | Lagos: ... $55 te vee ae ies 1898 
285 | Seychelles ae Sas Sie ee Si a 
286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands ie 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements... on ant as 1898 
288 | Basutoland si ane sais sme .» | 1898-99 
289 | Niger Coast Protectorate hea = 3 
290 | British Guiana ... ee as bas . | LS9T-98 & 
1898-99. 


291 | Falkland Islands be oe Bae ose 1899 
292 | British New Guinea ... o bee we | 1898-99 
293 | Bermuda sue see fs Sie ae 1899 
294 | Barbados ae on ene — 


295 | Malta 

296 | Fiji om oa 

297 | Turks Islands ... 

298 | Bahamas... 

299 | Sierra Leone 

300 | Gambia ... ee ae 
301 | Seychelles oa” hae oes he ses 
302 | Mauritius and Rodrigues... wee see ; 
303 | Trinidad and Tobago ... : 

304 | Straits Settlements 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast... sate ... | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand ... a ... | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone det .-- | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada... - ... | Emigration. 

> | Bahamas... . ... ... | Sisal Industry. 

6 | Hong Kong baa ... | Bubonic Plague. 

7 | Newfoundland ... .-- | Mineral Resources. 

8 | Western Pacific... ... | British Solomon Islands. 

9 | Dominica ... ie ... | Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands _... ... | Conditions during 1897. 
11 | Grenada... Se ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 


12 | Anguilla... sais ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
13 | Cook Islands Stes ... | Trade Report for 1899. 
14 | Bahamas ... wis ... | Fibre Industry. 
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No. 808. 


GIBRALTAR. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 276.) 


(JOVERNOR SIB GEORGE WHITE to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Gibraltar, 


lst October 1900. 
SiR, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit the Annual Blue Book for 
1899, together with the Colonial Secretary’s report thereon. 


2. As I did not assume charge of this Government until some 
time after the period covered by the Blue Book, I am not ina 
position to add to Sir H. Jackson’s remarks, which are clear and 
concise, and which fully explain the variations from the returns 
of previous years. 


3. The falling off in the shipping is to be regretted, but is 
easily accounted for by the partial failure in the Black Sea grain 
trade. The facilities lveady afforded to vessels calling here for 
coal and supplies compare favourably with those of any 
Mediterranean port, and they will be materially increased as the 
new works approach completion. There is every reason, there- 
fore, to hope tor an improvement in this very important trade. 


I have, &c., 
GEo. S. WHITE, 


General and Governor. 
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rea REPORT ON THE GIBRALTAR BLUE BOO 


FOR 1899. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The financial condition of Gibraltar in 1899 was, on the whole, 
satisfactory, as although the Civil Revenues had to meet new 
and somewhat heavy shares which could not be foreseen when 
the Annual Estimates were framed, and had not, therefore, been 
provided for, yet the actual receipts covered the actual disburse- 
ments, leaving the surplus funds of the previous year available 
for investment in reproductive public works, such as those for 
electric lighting. 


The annexed table shows the Revenue and Expenditure as 
compared with the previous year, and the notes appended explain 
the main causes of difference :— 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


? 


< 
48 | 
Pi 
o 


soi — eSuvqoxg uo esor) ° 
ve see eee gnoemeTfeostpy * 
"°° aqoq uO ses1eqH 
sy nee eee aa MOND ° 
 <rempiownxg = “ 
Areurpig ‘syJ0M oNqug ° 

BPUBIE) [VONSEISePOOW * 


suolsueg ° 


sos1vqg 19939 (9) 
syuUSTIN[OMY [wuOsIEg (7) 
—— SPUSTIYSGQuysy “| 


6681 "S68I ‘ernzipued xq 


an oo ~~ 6 S&S KY Oo OD 


F eee eee T8790. 


°** eZuvgoxg uo urep *¢ 


SROCURTTOORTT *8 
8} USUTS9AUT UO 4ReIOZU] “7 
see see Aqtodorg yuewmIeA0!) Jo syueyY °g 


s00IQ ydvidojoy, pus 480g “¢ 
PIV Ul sjUeUICSINGUIIOY pus seeg “fF 


ONUEASY [VUIS,U] pus sesUDOI] ‘¢ 


"** OBBPIVTAA PUB song H0g J 


Ch2 81 622 1 eee eco eee eee eco sm0qsny) 


“6681 8681 onueady 


A 8 


6943 


GIBRALT 
1999.” 


6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


The following are the principal variations from the previous 
year. 


REVENUE. 


Customs. 


An increase of £6,016, due entirely to the duty collected on 
tobacco, which was £6,258 in excess of that received in 1898. 
This duty was first imposed on the lst April in that year, and 
importers had anticipated it by bringing in large stocks before 
that date, duty free. In 1899 the duty was collected during the 
whole year, but the large stocks in hand did not allow of a full 
importation. 


In other dutiable articles, a decrease in the duty on spirits 
was nearly balanced by an increase in that on wines and malt 
liquors. 


Port Dues. 


A decrease, owing to a smaller number of arrivals. 


Fees and Reimbursements in Aid. 


An increase of £8,355, due mainly to the fact that no profits 
from Savings Bank were brought to account in 1898, those for 
both 1897 and 1898 (amounting to £4,464) being brought to 
account in 1899. In the last year, too, a new source of revenue 
appears on the books in the Electric Light Works, the receipts 
for which in that year amounted to £3,000. This does not 
include the revenue for the last quarter of the year, which cannot 
be collected until the first quarter of the following year, and 
which in 1899 came to £1,299, which appears in the table of 
assets. In ordinary years, as the revenue of the last quarter 
of the previous year would be collected during the first quarter of 
the year under review, we should still have the receipts under 
this head for four quarters to balance the cost of maintenance of 
the department. The new department was, however, only opened 
shortly before the close of 1898, so that very little revenue was 
earned during the few weeks it was in partial working prior to 
1899. For purposes of comparison, therefore, the receipts should 
be taken as £4,299, as against cost of maintenance £4,639 and 
interest paid on borrowed capital invested in the works £714. 


Post Office Receipts. 


A decrease of £2,952, caused partly by the reduction in 
postage between British possessions from 23d. to 1d., and partly 
to reduced sales of stamps to collectors. In 1898 the values of 
the stamp issue had been changed from Spanish currency to 
British money, and the new issue had led to a heavy demand 
from collectors. 
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Government Rents. 


An increase of nearly £900, owing to the steady rise in value 
of house property. 


Miscellaneous. 


An apparent decrease of £7,950. In the receipts for 1898 was 
included, however, a sum of £8,000, for land sold to the Admiralty 
in connection with the new dockyard. This cannot properly be 
regarded as revenue, nor was it treated as such, as it was used to 
meet a portion of the capital charges for the installation of 
-the Electric Lighting Works, thus avoiding a recourse to an 
additional loan. 


The net increase of revenue over that for 1898 was £3,935. 


EXPENDITURE. 
Establishments. 


‘ Personal Emoluments”’ show an increase of £4,254. Of this 
amount £1,626 is for the fixed establishment of the Electric 
Lighting Works, a new department which appears for the first 
time in the accounts for 1899; and another portion of the increase 
is caused by the annual increment system on which the Civil 
Service in Gibraltar is paid. The balance is due to a general 
revision of the rates of pay of the whole of the Civil Service, 
which took place in June, 1899, and which had been rendered 
unavoidable by the greatly increased cost of living, owing to the 
steady rise in recent years of house rents and of the price of alk 
necessaries of life. 


In “Other Charges” there was an increase of £4,113, of which 
£3,013 is chargeable to the new Electric Light Department. 
Of the balance of £1,100, the Post Office accounts for upwards 
of £500, as during the year the assistance of specially qualified 
men, from the General Post Office, was secured to reorganize 
the Gibraltar Service, and the above sum represents the re- 
muneration of these officials and the cost of carrying out their 
recommendations, The Hospital showed an increase of £270 
for diets and medicines, &c., owing to the increased number of 
patients, but the extra cost was partly met by an increase of £210 
in patient fees. 


Public Works. 


The ordinary annual work showed little variation, but in 
special or “extraordinary” works there was an increase of 
expenditure of £1,124. A prominent item of recent years, 
namely, the New Drainage Works, makes its last appearance 
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GrpnaLrar, with a charge of £423, as compared with £1,839 in the Blue Book 


for 1898, and on the ‘other hand there appears a new item, and 
one which will rapidly grow until the works are finished, namely, 
interest on the expenditure on the Commercial and Coaling Mole, 
which in the past year amounted to £924. Under arrangement 
with Her Majesty s Government the cost of the Commercial and 
Coaling Mole is advanced from Imperial funds, and the Gibraltar 
revenues pay interest at the rate of 23 per cent. on #ths of the total 
expenditure, this charge being peal quarterly. When the 
works are finished, the Gibraltar revenues will repay ths of 
the total cost, by fixed half-yearly instalments, representing 
34 per cent. on that total (being 2} per cent. interest and 1 per cent. 
sinking fund), until the debt is extinguished. ~The cost of 
installation of electric light in all Government buildings (£1,536) 
is the only other item of importance in Public Works. 


Canes on Public Debt. 


Fixed annual payments for interest and sinking fund were 
made for the first time in 1899 on the debt, which is a loan from 
the Savings Bank to meet the capital cost of installation of the 
Electric Lighting W orks. 


Miscellaneous. 


The principal variation was a charge for £787 for new 
machinery for one of the port launches. The total miscellaneous 
expenditure exceeded that of the previous year by £826. 


»the total Revenue and Expenditure for the past five years 
was as follows :— 


—— 


— | 1895. | 1896. | 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 


£ £ £ £ £ 
Revenue se 04,514 53,080 51,893 56,019 59,954 


Expenditure ...| 48,777 | 50,620 | 48,094 | 48,878 | 59,520 


There were no changes in taxation in 1899 


a 7 
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’ The “ Advances” amounting to £3,782 in the above return, 
under the head of “Sundry Accounts,” are chiefly made up of a 
sum of £1,492 advanced to the Savings Bank to meet heavy 
withdrawals, and of £2,023 advanced to the Electric Light Works 
to pay cost of installations, which will be hereafter repaid by 


consumcrs. 


The “ Electric Light Fees,” £1,299, are for current supplied 
to consumers in the last quarter of 1899, to be paid for in the 
beginning of 1900. | 


Public Debt. 


The Public Debt consists at present of a loan of £20,000 from 
Savings Bank to defray cost of installation of electric lighting. 
It is repayable in 30 years by fixed half yearly payments from 
General Revenue Funds for interest and sinking fund. 


Currency. 


The Blue Book Report of 1898 gives a short sketch of the 
change of currency, the legal tender of Gibraltar being now 
British sterling money. Spanish money is, however, still freely 
current, and will no doubt continue to be, since the chief supply 
of labour is drawn from Spanish subjects living in the neigh- 
bouring towns of Linea, Algeciras, and San Roque. 


Revenue of Public Boards. 


The Board of Sanitary Commissioners, the members of which 
are selected partly from a panel of ratepayers presented for this 
purpose by the Grand Jury, and partly from officials named to 
represent the interests of the Civil Government, the War Depart- 
ment, and the Admiralty, has entire charge of the streets and 
roads, water supply, street lighting and drainage, and general 
sanitary control. 


The revenue and expenditure (including loans) of this Board 
for the last five years is as follows :— 


— | 1895. | 1896. | 1897. 1898. 1899. 


2 £ £ £ £ 
Revenue we | 26,152 56,380 34,964 67,860 57,710 


Expenditure ... | 23,940 55,368 34,746 68,702 55,702 
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The principal new works carried out by the Commissioners in Grprattar, 
1899 were the new reservoirs for the storage of rain water. 1899. 
These were almost completed during the year, only the plastering = 

of the sides remaining to be finished. | 


The debt of the Sanitary Board for the past five years is given 
in the following table :— 


1895. 1896. 1899. 


1897. | 1898. 


£ £ £ £ £ 
41,268 | 70,328 | 62,222 | 81,000 | 126,883 


The debt for 1898, which was wholly in pesetas, was converted 
for purposes of comparison at the average rate of exchange for 
that year, but exchange has since fallen, and the peseta debt for 
1899 is converted at pesetas 30 to the £ sterling,a rate at which 
the debt for 1898 would stand at £96,917. The increase in 1899 
was owing to a loan of £35,000 for the Water Works. 


Under the provisions of the Sanitary Loans Ordinance, 1896, 
the repayment of the loans of the Sanitary Board is secured 
under debentures issued for terms not exceeding thirty years, 
and the payment of the interest thereon is made a charge on the 
sanitary rates. 


IT.—TrabDE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The staple trade is the supply of coal and stores to shipping, 
as Gibraltar is pre-eminently a coaling station of great and 
increasing importance, both to Her Majesty’s Navy and to the 
Mercantile Marine. The chief industries are also those in 
connection with shipping, and at the foundries and yards at the 
North Front boats, lighters, and steam launches are built and 
repaired, and extensive repairs are often carried out to both hulls 
and machinery of vessels calling here. 


There is also a considerable trade in tobacco, which is 
imported in the leaf from the United States and Manilla. A 
large quantity igs re-exported in its unmanufactured state to 
other Mediterranean ports, and the remainder is manufactured 
locally, chiefly for sale to passing ‘vessels, with which there is a 
very large trade. 


12 COLONIAL REPORT8S—ANNUAL. 


The only returns of imports and exports are those of dutiable 
wala a return of which for the last two years is given 
low :— 


Imports. Exports. 


1898. 1899. 1898. 1899. 


Wine... ... vs. Gals. | 200,897 | 229,895] 27,179] 22,218 
Spirits... 0 sy 71,648 | 72,095] 27,481 | 38,994 
Malt Liquor... =... , 622,543 | 718664) — ae 

Tobacco .. as. Ibs. | 5,142,519 | 2,381,549 | 1,903,728 | 1,599,439 


The marked variation in the importation of tobacco is owing 
to the imposition of a duty of one penny per pound on the 
lst of April, 1898. In order to anticipate the duty, more than 
treble the whole average annual import was brought in during 
the last quarter of 1897 and the first quarter of 1898. 


Of agriculture properly so called there is none in Gibraltar, as 
space does not allow of it, cultivation being confined to a few 
market gardens of very limited extent. The fruit and vegetable 
supply of Gibraltar comes mainly from Andalucia and Morocco, 
and a certain quantity of fruit also from the Canary Islands. 


Land Grants. 


There is no land available for ts. Land not occupied for 
military purposes is held by the Crown, and is let on lease. 


In the earlier part of the century many leases in perpetuity 
were issued, and also many for terms varying from thirty to 
ninety years, but latterly the duration of leases has been limited 
to twenty-one years. 


on 
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GIBRALTAR, IITI.—LEGISLATION. 


pares The only new laws enacted during the year were six 

short amending Ordinances, the most important of which was 

Ordinance No. 2, “The Criminal Evidence Ordinance, Gibraltar, 

1899,” which brings into force in Gibraltar similar provisions to’ 

those enacted in the Criminal Evidence Act, 1898, 61 & 62 
Victoria, cap. 36. 

The Revenue Amendment Ordinance, No. 3 of 1899, enables 


the Governor to fix rates of storage for the new warehouses on 
the Waterport Wharf. 


IV.—EpDvucaTION. 


Provision is made in Gibraltar for grants in aid to Primary 
Schools, the conditions being :— 


(1.) That the school is bund fide for the primary education of 
the poorer classes. 


(2.) That it is managed solely in the public interest and not 
for profit. 


(3.) That no alien children are admitted unless all British 
children have been provided for; and that no child of 
wealthier parents is accepted if there are applicants for 
admission from among the poorer class. 


(4.) That the school is opened not less than a fixed number of 
times during the year ; that not less than 14 hours of 
each attendance are given up to secular instruction, 
given in the English langyage ; and finally that the 
buildings, teachers, books, and appliances are such as to 
satisfy the Government Inspector of Schools. 


The following table gives the comparative results for the past 
two years :— 


Aided Schools. Private Schools. 


= 1898. 1899. 1898. | 1899. 
I 
No. on | Average | No.on | Average = 
Books. oe Books. |attendance.| — 
Girls see 1,019 717 1,086 934 123 220 
Boys bis 824 636 722 608 255 377 


EEE TIES | TRS Re mines 86 | GEER | ee Fe 


Total ... | 1,843 1,353 1,808 1,542 378 | 597 
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The number of scholars on the books of the State Aided 
Schools is somewhat less for the past year, as the Infant 
Industrial School, which in 1898 had 183 girls on the books, and 
an average attendance of 127, was temporarily closed in 1899, to 
allow of its being entirely remodelled. t has since been 
reopened. In spite of the loss of this school the number on the 
books of the State Aided Schools has but little decreased, and 
the total average attendance has increased by nearly one- 
seventh. 


What is especially gratifying is the marked increase in the 
average attendance of the boys, which in 1899 amounts to no less 
than 86 per cent. of the total number on the books, ar. against 70 
per cent. in 1898. 


With the exception of the Hebrew School, a well-managed 
institution, the boys’ primary schools are entirely in the hands of 
the Christian Brothers, whose excellent organization and wide 
experience form a satisfactory guarantee for the thoroughness of 
their training. 


The returns from the private schools are very incomplete 
They are not under Government inspection. 


The chief institution for secondary education is a large 
school of about 120 pupils kept by the Christian Brothers, but it 
is not under Government inspection nor are any returns 
furnished. The examinations are conducted ainually by the 
College of Preceptors, and pupils are also prepared for matricu- 
lation at the Universities of the United Kingdom. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS, 


In the Blue Book Report for 1898 fuller particulars were 
given of the various Government institutions, than it is 
necessary to repeat in successive reports. Being, as it is, a port 
of call on so many routes, Gibraltar has the advantage of being 
visited and criticized by experts of many nationalities, whose 
remarks in the visitors’ books of the Colonial Hospital and of the 
Lunatic Asylum bear testimony to the efficient state of those 
institutions. 


In the Colonial Hospital at the beginning of the year 54 cases 
remained under treatment from the previous year, and during the 
year 725 fresh cases were admitted. The average number in 
hospital throughout the year was 61. 


In addition to these in-patients, 7,746 out-patients were 
treated at the Hospital Dispensary, which is open for ordinary 
cases for three hours daily, and for urgent cases at any time, 
being attended to by the Surgeon and Assistant Surgeon, both 
of whom are resident at the hospital, and one or other of whom 
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must by the rules be always within the walls. Out-patients, 
certified by the proper authority as unable to pay fees, receive 
advice and medicines gratis, others pay a fee of fivepence for 
examination and advice, and a similar amount if their prescrip- 
tions are made up by the Hospital Dispenser. 


The resources of the Small Pox Hospital on the North Front 
were somewhat taxed at the end of 1899, when the disease 
greatly increased in the neighbouring town of Linea, where it is 
at all times endemic, but it did not assume an epidemic form in 
Gibraltar until after the period covered by the Blue Book. The 
enlargement and reorganization of this Hospital is. now under 
consideration. 


Savings Bank. 


The credits to depositors on the 31st December 1899 
amounted to £20,262 and Pesetas 3,369,470, as against £4,262 
and Pesetas 4,440,026 on the 3lst December 1898. The number 
of depositors was 3,504, as compared with 3,879 in the previous 
year. 


The amount deposited in 1899 was £24,377, and the with- 
drawals were £8,697, and Pesetas 1,154,392. Taking the pesetas 
at the average rate of exchange, the total withdrawals would 
amount to about £44,697, against deposits of only £24,377. 


The loss of business is due wholly to the change of the legal 
tender in Gibraltar from Spanish to British money. The Savings 
Bank was formerly largely used by Spanish subjects residing in 
the adjacent towns, and there is much reason to believe that it 
was sometimes used by persons, who had obtained money by 
illicit means, to prevent the Spanish authorities from knowing 
of their gains. the loss of non-resident alien depositors is not 
much to be regretted, as although in some conditions the business 
of the bank benefited thereby, yet in the unstable condition of 
Spanish currency the risk of continuing to receive deposits in 
that medium would be very great. Nor is a Government 
Savings Bank intended for the benefit of non-resident aliens, and 
certainly not to afford opportunity for the concealment of fraud. 
On the other hand, it is to be regretted that the working class of 
Gibraltar, for whose use the Savings Bank was instituted, should 
be unwilling to convert their wages from the Spanish currency, in 
which they are still chiefly paid, into the British money, which 
alone is received on deposit by the bank. Those that are in 
touch with this class of depositors inform me that they object to 
convert their money into sterling, as they fear that when they 
withdraw it at some future date they may be unable to repurchase 
the same number of pesetas for it as they have now to buy it with. 
In other words, they decline to accept the risk. which they would 
like to force upon the Savings Bank, 
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In a report of this nature itjis sufficient to explain the reason 
of the variations of the returns under review, but it is not the 
place to enter into a criticism of the policy which led to them. It 
may not be out of place to add, however, that those who wish 
to deposit Spanish money, on the terms formerly given by the 
Savings Bank, can do so in the Anglo-Egyptian Bank, the large 
Spanish currency business of which uae es the Managers to 
make use of these deposits without its being necessary to place 
oe in sterling investments, as must be done by the Savings 

ank. 


VI.—CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


é 

There was some increase in the number of cases reported to, 
and of persons apprehended by, the police in 1899, but there was 
no serious crime during the year. Of the 986 cases apprehended 
only 18 were sent to the Superior Courts for trial, and of these 
five were acquitted. In the following table, which gives the 
statistics for the last five years, a small increase will be noted in 
offences against the person. This is due to a somewhat pro- 
longed strike among the men employed in the harbour works, 
which led to several arrests for intimidation and some assaults, 
none of which were of a serious nature. 


| l 

— Me 1896. 3997 

Offences reported to the police... .» 1,450 | 1,336 | 1,104 | 895 | 1,018 
1,085 | 870! 986 


1. Offences against the person ds | 48 57 52 69 74 
| 
| 23 24 38 44 43 


1898. | 1899. 


Persons apprehended or summoned ... | 1,431 | 1,321 


Summary convictions for :— 


2. Offences against property... a 


3. Other offences se eas ..- . 1,063 | 1,044 | 794 622 | 717 
Convictions in the Supreme Court :— 
1. Offences against the person ; 


Gs 7 
2. Offences against property... see 3 2 3 2 9 


3. Other offences eis ies : — 9 1 
Acquittals :— 
Supreme Court a eal aut 12 13 3 11 5 


Inferior Courts are aed sae 278 177 186 109 132 
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VII.—VitTaL StTaTISTICs. 


There was little change during the year 1899, The progress 
of the Harbour Works demands a certain increase in the number 
of British subjects, engineers, foremen, skilled artizans, and 
others, and also the night work requires a certain number of 
alien foremen to be eaitted on permit to control the alien 
labourers. 


The following table gives the population at the last Census, 
and as taken by the police in 1898-99 :— 


iT 


Total population ... “i 24,996 


Population. | 1891. | 1898. | 1899. 
Civil :— 
British subjects a sisis 16,749 
Foreigners on permit sis 2,341 
Total civil population ae 19,100 
Military in Gibraltar... sti 5,896 


Public Health. 


The Annual Report of the Health Officer states that the 
eave health of the population was satisfactory, although the 
eath rate, which was 22°03 per 1,000 of the civil population, 
was higher than the quinquennial average, which is 19°97. 
Taking the military into account, as well as the civil popula- 
tion, the death rate was 20°48 per 1,000, while the birth rate was 
26°59 per 1,000. The Health Officer reports that the increase 
in the deaths was among persons of 55 years of age and upwards. 


There was no disease of an epidemic nature during the year. 


The report states that house to house inspection was 
continued during the year, with satisfactory results. Fresh bye- 
laws were passed during the year by the Sanitary Commissioners, 
to enable them to inspect the food and milk supply more 
effectually. 
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Climate. 


The climate was as usual pleasant and even, the mean 
maximum temperature for the year being 72°2°, and the mean 
minimum 59°3°, the absolute maximum was 94°8° on the llth 
September, and the absolute minimum was 40° on the 12th 
January. The rainfall was 36°67 inches, being slightly above 
the five years average, which is 35°11 inches. 


VIII.— Post OFFICE AND TELEGRAPHS. 


Comparative statement of Post Office business for the five years 
ending 3lst December 1899 :— 


1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. 


Letters and post | 1,470,160 | 1,431,345 | 1,625,698 | 1,753,768 | 2,123,451 
cards. 


Newspapers... 443,560 | 504,868 | 481,728 | 498,206 | 476,892 
Book packets ... 84,564 82,888 95,624 85,488 68,640 
Parcels ... wae 17,757 19,181 20,815 22,093 22,972 


£ £ £ £ £ 
Money and postal 26,746 24,904 23,642 31,067 32,184 
orders issued. 


Do. paid... 4,856 5,622 4,994 6,294 7,659 
| 


The increase in the number of letters and post cards, since the 
introduction of the penny post throughout the British possessions, 
is very marked. 


Any comparison of telegraphic business, of which the Govern- 
ment has any returns, would be misleading, as the great bulk of 
the telegraph business is in the hands of the Eastern Telegraph 
Company. 


There is a telephone service in Gibraltar, but that is also in 
private hands. 


IX.— MILITARY. 


The garrison of Gibraltar consists wholly of the regular 
forces of the Crown, and the expenditure is returned as 
£256,146 in 1899. 


GIRR ALTAR, 
1899. 
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GipraLtazn, There is a considerable naval force always at Gibraltar, and 
1899. it will be largely increased when the enclosed harbour and 


dockyard are finished. No returns as to cost or strength are 
made to the Civil Government. 


X.—GENERAL. 


The Blue Book for 1899 does not require rauch in the way of 
general remarks, The great works in progress at the cost of the 
Imperial Government, though they affect most vitally the future 
of the Possession, make little difference as yet in the returns 
under review, except in so far as they demand some increase in 
the Kstablishments. 


As regards the Commercial and Coaling Mole, which forms 
the northern and part of the western boundaries of the enclosed 
harbour, the Civil Government, at stated already, is responsible 
for four-sevenths of the expenditure. The progress of the 
works has been satisfactory, and the reclamation at the Water- 
‘ea was 80 far advanced by the end of 1899 as to ensure the 

ew Waterport Wharf and Warehouses being ready for use in 
the current year. 


The new Sewage System, the last payment for which appears 
in this Blue Book, and of which a full account appears in last 
ear’s Report, has worked satisfactorily throughout the year. 
he improvement effected in the Rosia distet by the change of 
outfall has fully equalled what was expected. 


The installation of the electric light in the streets and roads, 
which was far advanced when last year’s Report was submitted, 
was afterwards delayed, as it was found that the gas fittings 
which, for economy’s sake, were being adapted to electric lighting, 
did not give the best results, and the Sanitary Commissioners 
decided to change the pattern of the lamps. At the date at 
which these remarks are penned the street lighting 1s on the eve 
of completion. 


The demand for the new light has made it expedient to 
increase the plant, and for this reason it has not been possible yet 
to wind up the Advance Account, which still appears under this 
head in the Blue Book. The installation of Civil Government 
buildings has, however, been finished and paid for from general 
revenue, and appears in the Blue Book under the head of Public 
Works Extraordinary. 


The improvement of the Water Supply, by the construction by 
the Sanitary Commissioners of the new Reservoirs, which has 
been referred to already under the head of Shipping, is a work 
of much importance to the port, though its full value will not be 
reaped until the completion of the Commercial Mole, when steamers 
of all classes will be able to take full supplies of pure fresh water 
while lying alongside the jetties. 7 
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There were no changes in Establishment in 1899 beyond the Great Tae, 
1 


ordinary promotions in and appointments to the lower grades. 


Lieut.-General Sir George Stewart White, G.C.B., V.C., &c., 
was nominated as Governor and Commander-in-Chief in suc- 
cession to General Sir Robert Biddulph, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., 
whose term of office expired in October, but as the services of 
Sir George White were urgently required in South Africa, Sir 
Robert Biddulph’s term was sctended beyond the period covered 
by the returns under review. 


H. M. Jackson, 
Colonial Secretary. 


Gibraltar, 
25th September 1900. 
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289 =" Seychelles 


284 | Lagos... on ae ae ae — 1898 | 

286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands bie 1899 

287 | Straits Settlements... sas ete oe 1898 

288 | Basutoland es sie a wee | 1898-09 

289 | Niger Coast Protectorate as aie ae 

290 | British Guiana . sie ahs sa ee 1897-98 & | 
1898-99. 

291 | Falkland IJslands oes bad ia oe | 1899 

292 | British New Guinea .. ai oe we ' 1898-99 

293 | Bermuda ae ae bas oe i 1899 

294 | Barbados : 5 

295 | Malta sos sie oe <“ 2 gat 

296 | Fiji a bide a oe ™ 


297 | Turks and Caicos Islands 
298 | Bahamas oes 
299 Sierra Leone 
300 | Gambia ... nde _ sig 
301 | Seychelles ais oe 
302 | Mauritius and Rodrigues : 
303 | Trinidad and Tobago ... 

* 304 | Straits Settlements 
305 | Gibraltar 


ae eee 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast... as ... | Economic Agriculture. | 
2 | Zululand ... a ... | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone ih ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada ... ... « | Emigration. , 
5 | Bahamas ... nes ... | Sisal Industry. | 
6 | Hong Kong oh ... | Bubonic Plague. 
7 | Newfourdland _... ... | Mineral Resources. : 
8 | Western Pacific ... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica ... or ... | Agriculture. 


10 | Virgin Islands _... ... | Condition during 1897. 


11 | Grenada... ioe ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla ... oe ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
13. | Cook Islands at Trade Report for 1899. 


14 | Bahamas ... i + | Fibre Industry. 
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No. 306. Goup 


Coasr, 1899 


GOLD COAST. 


(For Report for 18938, see No, 271.) 


Actrne Governor Low to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, Accra, 


6th October, 1900. 


Sm, 

I Have the honour to transmit to you a report which has 
been prepared by Mr. C. H. Hunter, lately acting as Colonial 
Secretary, on the Blue Book for the year 1899. 


I have, &c., 


Wma. Low, 


Acting Governer 


021% 75m 1/1900 Wet 24600 D& S—os A 2 
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Gotp REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE GOLD COAST 
‘Coast, 1899. 


esi FOR 1899. 


FINANCIAL. 
eens 


The following table shows the heads of Revenue and Expendi- 
ture for the year 189 as compared with those of the preceding 


year :— 
REVENUE. 
Heap. 1898. | 1899. Tacewies: Decteate: 
| ! 
2 | 2 | 2 | 
Customs 225,776 | 280,192 | 54,426 | — 
Light dues ve sae _ bay 1,111 1,303 192 — 
Licences and material revenue not , 12,496 | 16,079 | 3,583 — 
otherwise classified. | 
Fees of court or office payments for | 15,852 | 21,009 5,157 | — 
specific services, and reimburse- 
ments in aid. | 
Post Office ... sve wee | 460 482 22 — 
Rents of Government property _... | 24 290 266 — 
Interest ... | 1,017 41; — RTA 
Miscellaneous ... ses 2,096 3,300 1,205 — 
Grant in aid of Northern Territories 


100,000 . 55,000 


en eee 


| 
Total «se, vee, vee | 303,822 | 422.796 115801 | 875 


2. The General Revenue during the year, exclusive of the 
grants in aid, amounted to £322,796, and was £73,260 in excess 
of the amount estimated, and showed an increase of £63,974 as 
compared with the preceding year. 
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3. The increase occurred principally under the heads of GoLp 
‘“ Customs,” ‘‘ Licences and Internal Revenue,” and ‘ Fees of Coast, 1899. 
Court,” &c. The raising of the duty on spirits from 3s. to 4s. 6d. ——, 
per gallon, and the general improvement in trade, will account 
for the very large increase under the head of ‘* Customs.” 


4. It will be observed that there is an increase in every item 
of Revenue with the exception of Interest, which shows a 
decrease of £875, due to the sale of Investments in 1898. 


®. A Parliamentary Grant of £100,000 was made in aid of 
the expenditure in the Northern Territories of this Colony. 


6. EXPENDITURE. 


| 


Carried forward oes ise | eeeeee | 149,893 
| i 


7215 A 3 


7,526 | 69,861 


Head. | 1898. | 1899. |Increase./Decrease. 

= | eras : 
£ £ £ £ 
Pensions and Gratuities as 5,198 5,610 412 _— 
Governor and Legislature 4,446 | 5,291 845 _ 
Colonial Secretary's Office 4,307 | 4,501 194 — 
Ashanti... sie ve ves ss 4,304 | 2,608 — 1,696 
Northern Territories ... 121,022 | 54,875 | — 66,147 
Native Affairs... ees ne us 2,799 2,036 | — 763 
Treasury Department 4,913 5,143 230 — 
Customs side sala 12,273 | 13,094 821 a 
Volta River Preventive Service... 6,304 5.682 — 622 
Printing Office... dos oi pes 1,639 1,539 — 100 
Audit Department ... 0. 1448 1,487. 39 a 
Lighthouse and Signal Stations __... 605 613 | 8 — 
District Commissioners 9,074 | 8,831 _— 243 
Supreme Court ass eee re | 5,640 5,359; — 281 
Law Offices... eas eee eas 1,566 1,626 | 60 = 
Ecclesiastical and Cemeteries wes 1,024 1,015 _— 9 
Constabulary Department ... eee | 39,666 | 40,583 4,917 = 
| 


Sere a a co ee ee Saw i) a — =n 


es eee ee 
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oo eee a 6. EXPENDITURE—continued., 
Head. 1898. : 1899. Increame Decrease. 

, £ | £ | ee: 

Brought forward ... ies | 222,228 | | 159,893 | 7,526 © 69,861 
Police Department .. | 12,864 | 13,784 | 920 —_ 
Volunteers : 760 708 | — | 52 
Prisons Department ... ! 6,186 | 6,723 : 537 : — 
Medical and Sanitary ... . , 20,939 ; 21,208 | 269 | = 
Education Department | 6,817 : 6,523 ! = Y 294 
Botanical Stations 1,016 | 1,154 | 138;  — 
Transport | 14,780 | 17,192; 2,412 _— 
Rent | 1,550 ; 1,225 | — 325 
Misceli2zneous Services a oe 9,849 | 11,484 1,635 — 
Post Office... re oan ee 4,787 | 4,940 153 | _— 
Telegrapbs__... see as wos 5,785 6,560 775 — 
Public Works ... 12,144 | 10,778 — 1,366 
Public Works, Recurrent... w» | 14,261 | 13,146 — 1,115 
Public Works, Extraordinary ee» | 40,290 | 27,183 -— 13,107 
Preventive Service, Western Frontier — 3,224 3,224 — 
Special Services gat wae ite 2,916 |; 3,911 995 —- 
Ashanti Special Expenditure ies 603 20 _ 583 
Land and Houses purchased... ce 200 — — 200 


Totals ... ose ee vee | 377,975 | 309,656 | 18,584 | 86,903 


i. The foregoing statement shows a net decrease in the ex- 
penditure of the Colony for the year £68,319 as compared with 
the preceding year. 


8. The decrease was principally due to arrears of expenditure 
in the Northern Territories for 1897 being brought to account 
in 1898, and to the completion of certain public works in 1898. 
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422,796 309,656 


9. The following comparative table shows the Revenue and ‘ Gotp 
Expenditure for the last five years : -- Coast, 1899. 
Ds, wl a 7 
Year. Revenue. Expenditure. | 
1895 | 230,076 265,284 | 
1896 | 237,460 | 282,278 | 
1897 1 983,179 | 401,692 | 
| 
1898 303,822 | 377,976 | 
i 
1899 | 
| | 


10. From the above table it will be noticed that the Expendi- 
ture exceeded the Revenue by very considerable sums during the 
years 1895 to 1898 inclusive. This was mainly due to the 
Ashanti Expedition of 1895-96, the cost of which was defrayed 
from the funds of the Colony, and to the general opening up 
and development of the Northern Territories. This continuous 
excess, however, was changed in 1899 into a substantial increase 
of Revenue over Expenditure, amounting to £113,138. 


11. The Colony has no Public Debt, but there are various 
outstanding advances for which the Colony is responsible, 
amounting to £230,487. This includes advances made on 
account Sekundi Tarkwa Railway. 


12. An Ordinance was passed in 1898 providing for the rais- 
ing of a loan of £220,000 for railway construction. The loan 
has not yet been subscribed, but the construction of the railway 
from Sekundi to Tarkwa has been taken in hand, and the sum 
expended to 3lst December amounted to £185,961. 


TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


IMPORTS AND EXPonrts. 


13. The total value of imports in 1899 was £1,152,478, and the 
value of exports £1,111,738, thus making the total value of the 
trade of the Colony for the year 1899 £2,264,216, an increase of 
£310,882 on the previous year. 
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GcLD 14. The following table shows the general classification of all 
Coast, 1899, imports oe 


Value in Sterling. 


Articles. Of imports in Total Value, 


detail, excluding excluding 
expenses. expenses, 


£ £ 
I.—Live animals, food, drink, and nr 
narcotics. ——_——___ —— 210,673 
II.—Raw materials.:— 
(«) Metal... sae oie 3,294 
(5) Other... aie re 1,897 
—— 5,191 
III.—Manufactured articles :-— 
(a) Textile ... ate “ies 372,057 
(b) Metal die wu ve 32,715 
(-) Other... aa aes 233,422 
——— 688,194 
TV.—Coin and bullion... ee sie — 248,419 


Total ane ee _— £1,152,477 


15. The Customs receipts during the year at the principal 
ports of the Colony were as follows : — 


Imports, 
exclusive of Gin: 
Port. Spirits,Gun-| Spirits. Guns. Totals. 
powder. 
powder and 
Guns, 
£ £ £ £ £ 

Accra a“ 15,504 34,198 1,746 311 52,759 
Addah ‘a 5,145 13,123 146 32 18,446 
Axim Si 9,042 15,302 452 117 24,913 
Cape Coast... | 26,438 39,918 4,304 1,168 71,828 
Quitta... ... 3,621 12,176 1,199 25 17,021 
Secondi re 2,202 8,948 139 34 11,323 
Saltpond _... 8,554 25,762 |: 3,183 493 37,992 
Winneba esa. 3,358 17,396 536 94 21,384 


Other stations 3,215 19,920 241 | 15 23,391 


Totals ...| 78,079 =| 186,743 | 11,946 2,289 | 279,057 


] 
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16. The following comparative table shows that the greater Gotp 
=proportion of the import trade is with the United Kingdom :— UCoasrt, 1899. 


From the From From 
Year. United British Foreign Totals. 
Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. 
£ £ £ £ 
‘1895 539,718 81,897 173,366 794,981 
1896... 569,828 28,520 179,661 768,009 
1897 ... 526,411 60,787 196,990 784,188 
1898... 726,197 43,101 191,038 960,336 
“1899... 858,721 54,079 239,678 1,152,478 


17. The following table shows the general classification of 
all exports : — 


Value in Sterling. 


- = — — ee 


| ritish and | 


Articles. Produce and Foreign and other 


Manufacture Colonial Produce. Totals. 
of the Colony. and 
| Manufacture. 
| 
| 
< £ £ 
I. Live animals, food, drink, 
and narcotics ... Ras 32 1,185 1,217 
II. Raw materials :— 
(«) Textile... Te 701 — 701 
(>) Metal 51,870 — 51,870 
(c) Other... ies 1,021,543 — 1,021,543 
f1J. Manufactured articles :— 
(a) Textile ... ove _— 3,938 3,938 
()), Metal ... bes _ — 561 o61 | 
(c) Other eco eee 61 3,169 3.230 
IV. Coin and bullion... se — 28,680 28,680 
Totals .... os 1,074,206 37,533 1,111,738 


GoLp 
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18. The increase in the value of exports in 1899 over that of 
the preceding year amounted to £118,740. 


19. The following table shows the trade in three important 
exports for the last three years: —- 


Palm Oil. Palm Kernels. Rubber. 


Year. —_——— Saaage Ce alee eG 
Gallons. — Value. Tons. | Value. Lbs. | Value. 


£ £ £ 
1897 _... | 2,021,716 | 107,737] 10,836 | 69,818] 4,957,016 | 419,913 
1898... | 2,145,138 | 114,288 9,732 | 66,3781 5,984,984 | 551,667 


1899... | 3,328,919 : 183,204] 12,664 | 106,156] 5,572,544 | 555,731 


20. The following statement shows the trade of the timber 
industry for the last five years : — 


} 


| Year. | Quantity. Value. | 

| oa 

| | ! Feet. 3 £ | 
1895... wee | 3,587,337 | BB. 

1896 | " 6,063,381 2.234 

(B97 aes 15,236,216 =| 90,569 

| 

| 1898 | 13,620,965 = 110,331 

| 1899... we | 11,990,832 | 87,076 ! 


21. The following comparative statement shows the quantity 
and value of rubber exported from the Colony to the under- 
mentioned countries during 1898 and 1899 : —- 


ee ee — 


Quantity. 


Countries. on =e 
1898. 


Lbs. | — Lbs. £ | £ 
United Kingdom _..._|_ 5,380,755 5,249,541 | 495,502 ; 522,854 
Germany... wwe 600,800 322.414 55.910 | 32,836 
! 
Other countries or 3,429 | 599 | 41 
| | 
jTotals ... | 5,984,984 5,572,55d | 551,667 | 555,731 
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22. The following comparative table shows that the greater 
proportion of the export trade is with the United Kingdom : — 


| | 


To To To 
Year the United British ‘ Foreign Totals. 
' Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. | 
| 
; eg & be a a res 
£ £ | £ ! £ 
1895 586,415 , 38,211 253,177. 877,803 
| | 
1896 536,106 | 37.471 | 918,584 | 792,111 
1897 . 581,904 | 35,667 240,222 , 857,793 
1898 . | 713,335 41,667 237,996 992,998 
1899 ewe | 767,575 70,762 273,401 | - 1,111,738 


| 
| 
hes aes : 


23. The following table shows the state of the trade of the 
Colony for the last five years :— 


Imports. 
Year. < oar | Exports. Total. 
| Paying duty. | Admitted free, 

. | kt * al a. oe 
1895. we | 508,200 21,6911 877,803 °° 1,672,784 
186 | 552,908 225,041 792111 ! 1,570,120 
1897 . | 562,418 | 221,770 | 857,793. | 1,641,981 
1898... 599,508 ' 360,828 =|) ~—g92.998 | 1,953,934 
1899... | 735,917 416,561 1,111,738 | 2,264,216 


! 
| | 


a ~ 


24. The condition of trade has been highly satisfactory 
throughout the year, the Customs net receipts showing an 
increase of £54,501. 


25. The imports and exports both exceed £1,000,000 for the 
first time; the increases amounting to £192,142 and £118,740 
respectively. 


26. The most marked increases in Customs receipts appear 
under the following heads : — 
General imports 
Spirits ; 
Gunpowder 


£14,368 
37,203 
2,477 


GOLD 
Coast, 1899. . 
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HOLD The first may be attributed to the large amount of provisions- 
@Cvast, 1899. imported for the Northern Territories and for the use of 
<r Kuropean miners, whilst the increase in the tariff on spirits: 
from 3s. to 4s. 6d. per gallon, which came into effect on the 
Ist January, is accountable for the greater revenue derived from 
that source. The value of spirits imported west of the Volta 
was actually £8,000 less than in 1898, and east of the Volta. 

£4,000 more. 


The decreases are trifling. 


27. In imports the rise has been steady, but only in the case: 
of cottons does the increase in value exceed £1,000, the actual 
amount here being £4,443. 


Here again the decreases are but of little account. 


28. Exports have largely increased, the most important in-. | 
creases being as follow : — 


Cocoa oe oe .. £6,447 
Copra aes en se 1,773 
Palm oil we a Moe 68,916 
Palm kernals ics aes 39,007 
Kola nuts sets ise ‘as 21,231 
Monkey skins ore es 5,807 
Rubber ae sab wee 4,063 


29. The considerable increase in palm oil and palm kernals. 
is due to a good season, greater attention to the trade, and 
better prices. The suitability of soil and climate, the greater 
demand for cocoa, and the increased attention which is being 
given to this most valuable product account for the larger 
export. Various districts were visited during the year for the 
purpose of arranging with the native kings and chiefs to clear 
large areas of land on which to form plantations of cocoa, rubber, 
and kola trees, which would be under the supervision of an 
officer of the Botanical Department, and this is certain to be 
attended with good results. Most of the kola nuts exported go 
to Lagos, and the increased export of these nuts is probably due 
to the development of the trade in this article from Lagos with 
its hinterland, and the cheapness of transport by water at Lagos 
as compared with that by land. With regard to rubber, the 
increase is in value only, the actual amount exported being half 
a million pounds less than in 1898. 


30. A decrease of £23,254 is shown in the exports of native 
timber, but the figures with regard to this industry cannot be 
accepted as accurate because the measurement of timber is not 
thoroughly understood, and in many cases logs of inferior 
quality are shipped. Gold exports also show a further decrease: 
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-of £12,538, which is difficult to account for. The value of 
coffee exported is £114 less. This is doubtless due to the low 
prices prevailing in the European markets. 


31. The increase of £4,000 in the value of spirits imported 
east of the Volta deserves attention. The duty charged on this 
import is only 92d. per gallon. 


SHIPPING. 


32. During the year 1899 as compared with 1898 steam vessels 
entered and cleared show increases of 58,313 tons and 68,439 tons 
respectively, while there is an increase in the sailing vessels of 
1,652 tons. 


33. The following table shows the comparative statement of 
total shipping entered and cleared for the last five years : — 


— ——— ee ee —<—_ 


| Sailing Vessels. 


Steamers. 
Year. | Sees | 
‘Number. — Tonnage. Number. — Tonnage. 
eee See : = oe wand ett 
1895 wee 14 5,008 399) j 53B4,051 
1296 see wats 16 6,874 400 | 553704 
1897 oo. a 16 6582 f $15, 580,277 
18998 a 9 3.173 300 872,811 
1899 a 11 4,825 402,631,124 


34. The mail service with England has been somewhat i7%-. 
proved during the year by the establishment of a regular for‘~ 
nightly service outwards and homewards, the voyages to ax} 
from Accra averaging about 18 days. These steamers sail frown 
Liverpool on alternate Wednesdays and call at Plymouth en tiss 
homeward voyage. 


es eee, ee eee 
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LEGISLATION. 


35. During the year under review there were 14 Ordinances 


passed. Of these the only ones of any importance are Nos. 4,. 
7, 10, and 13. 


36. The “ Sierra Leone Political Prisoners Detention Ordi-. 
nance ” (No. 10, of 1899, authorised the transfer to and detention 
at Accra of the leaders of the insurrection in the hinterland of’ 
Sierra Leone during the year 1898. 


EstaTEsS OF AFRICANS ADMINISTRATION. 


37. Estates of Africans Administration (No. 4, of 1899), is a 
re-enactment with variations of former legislation. For many 
years past it has been the practice for Gold Coast tradesmen and 
labourers to seek employment in the various British and Foreign 
West African Colonies, especially in the Congo Free State. 
Such employment is usually regulated by the Master and Servant 
Ordinance (No. 8, 1893), which affords protection to persons 
engaging in foreign contracts of service. 


38. The Fires and Occurrences Inquiries Ordinance (No. 7, of. 
1899) has been passed mainly with a view to the protection of 
fire insurance companies. It provides that where fires occur 
causing injury to persons or property, or where there is ground to- 
suspect crime, the District Commissioner may make due inquiry 


39. The Corporal Punishment Ordinance (No. 13, of 1899) is 
a short enactment, limiting the number of strokes which may be: 
given at any one flogging to 24. The enactment applies to all 
former Ordinances and to all rules and regulations thereunder. 


EDUCATION. 


PRIMARY. 


4). Kducation in the Colony is principally conducted under: 
the agency of the Basel, Wesleyan, and Roman Catholic 
Missionary Societies. One hundred and twenty-two schools 
under these Missions were inspected and awarded grants for the- 
year 1899. The Basal Mission operate in the Interior, their 
stations extending all over the eastern side of the Colony, with: 
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-& few in the Kumasi District. They have also schools at two or 


three towns on the Coast. The Roman Catholic Mission have 
12 stations, all in the Coast towns. The management in the 


- case of these Missions is European, about 60 Missionaries being 


employed in the former and 12 in the latter Society. The 
Wesleyan Mission has schools all along the Coast line, and has 
also recently opened a few in the Ashanti District. The 
management is mainly native, there being only three Europeans 


- engaged in the work. 


41. In addition to these assisted schools, there are three large 
Government schools at Accra, Cape Coast, and Insuaim; and 
also schools for the Hausa Constabulary and the Civil Police. 


42. In addition to the foregoing, there are two or three 
Mahomedan schools, and the Bremen Mission has also estab- 


lished a few schools. 


SECONDARY. 


43. There are no Government secondary schools, nor is pro- 
vision mae for the training of teachers, if we except the Basel 
Mission Seminary at Akropong, which is attended for a time 
by most of the teachers employed by that Society. There are 
two small unassisted schools at Cape Coast, which attempt a 
higher grade curriculum, but the want of teachers has hitherto 
interfered with the success of their efforts. 


INDUSTRIAL, TECHNICAL, AND AGRICULTURAL. 


44, There are plantations attached to many of the schools in 
the interior, the most important being those at the larger stations 
of the Basel Mission, at Begoro and Abetifi. The difficulties 
of transport, however, prevent exportation from being remunera- 


tive, and as the natives rarely utilise any but the ordinary 


products of the country, which require little cultivation, the 
training received at these schools is not often put to practical 
purpose. Technical instruction in carpentry, smithwork, &e., 
is given at the Cape Coast Wesleyan School, and at some of the 
Roman Catholic schools. There is also attached to the Accra 
Government school, a technical department, under a European 
master, where the boys are taught carpentry on scientific 
principles. 


_ GOLD 
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GoLp 
Coast, 1899. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


45. There are Government hospitals at the following places~ 
in the Colony :—Accra, Cape Coast, Elmina, Axim, Saltpond,. 
Kwitta, and Kumasi, although only at the two first-mentioned 
stations is there suitable accommodation for Europeans. The- 
Government bungalow at Connor’s Hill, Cape Coast, has been 
converted into a hospital, and the appointment of a nursing 
sister for this hospital has been sanctioned. 


_ 46. The number of in-patients treated during the year at the. 
various hospitals was 628, as against 959 in 1898, thus showing - 
a decrease of 331; of these 50 were Europeans. 


ASYLUM. 


47. There is only one lunatic asylum in the Colony, and that 
is the Castle at Christiansborg, the residence of former Governors - 
of this Colony. 


48. There are no poorhouses nor reformatories in the Colony, 
and poverty in the strict sense of the word is practically- 
unknown. 


Savincs Bank. 


49. The deposits for the year amounted to £3,827, the with- 
drawals to £3,965, or an excess of withdrawals over deposits of 
£138. As high interest is easily obtainable on small loans the 
Savings Bank is only used as a place for temporary deposits, and 
not for the legitimate purpose of inculcating thrift. The 
interest accrued and credited to the several depositors accounts 
at dlst December amounted to £108. The interest on invest- 
ments received during the year amounted to £141, the net profit 
on the working of the Bank being £33. As compared with the 
previous vear there is a considerable falling off in the deposits 
and a slight decrease in the withdrawals. 


00. The following tables show the amount of deposits and. 
withdrawals at the principal stations in the Colony for the last 
two years. 
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I. GOLD 
d1. Comparative statement of deposits, 1898 and 1899 :— POAST) LPoy" 

Station. 1898. | 1899. : Increase. e | P Decrease. 

& od) ew. a. £ ad} £ 8. a. 

Accra eas .. | 1,364 8 4 988 14 3 | — 375 14 1 

Adda swe -- | 206 4 0] 158 9 . — 47 14 4 
Axim eae | 256 311; 710 5 2: 454 1 8 — 

Cape Coast .. |2,072 15 8 |1,010 19 4 | — 1,061 16 4 
Chama ... «| 22 7 3/ 118 3 3 | 9516 5 = 

Elmina... =. 78 5 1) 6139: — 171 4 
Kwitta .. «| 121310] 24212 6 22918 8 — 

Saltpond ... we 92 12 7 82 6 10, — 10 5 9 
Tarkwa... a 75 5 0} 223 7 7, #148 2 7 — 

Winneba ... .. | 737 8 6, 33917 8 — 397 10 10 


Total... . {4,918 4 2 3,936 0 5, 927 18 11)1,910 2 8 


| 


mw wee ae - ——-- eee 


ITI. 
52. Comparative statement of withdrawals, 1898 and 1899 :— 
Branch. : 1898. | 1899. : Increase. | Decrease 
! | a | 

£o andi g a d.| £ = i a. d 

Accra we wee | 1,534 11 11 [1,558 4 6 ' 9312 7 | — 
Adda, = | 28716 1) 0-0: 7:0! 0 0 887 9 

Axim. ws | 114 9 4] 52115 4) 407 6 OO 

Cape Coast | 976 6 0/1,206 18 9 23012 9 — 

Chama. | 16 1 0] 103 0 0! 86190, — 
Elming .. «.. 86 8 2; 5519 3 ~ | 3089 

Kwitta... _ 2307] 5516 0| 3215 sj = 
Saltpond .. ws 53 9 1] COL 7 a 4 2 0 
‘Tarkwa ... | 60 14 8 = Ff «& 60 14 8 
Winneba ... | 61915 0} 420 3 4 ae 199 11 8 
“3.72 2 


Total... “3722 11 11 10 | 3,973 11 oa 5 | 532 6 
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GoLp 53. The following table shows the synopsis of deposits, from 
Coast, 1899. which it will be seen that the total number of depositors is less 
— than it was in 1898: — 
ITI. 


Synopsis of Deposits. 


Ly ad 


: BEE telFel 

| Woot | *S! S| 2s) FE) Se) 

° ‘ag eS —) — Pe 

Year, | Accounts ee a an aan ae S | Total. 
| under | ® S| o | ® o RQ 
£5 (B3 'et'sE ti sbi «| 

| esjesies|lesiss| 2 | 

| | | | oO | 
ee | | 
1897... 324 | o7 | 32 | 15 | Wi 6 3 418 
1898 360 | 26 | 34 27 8 8 6 469 
1899 335 | 33 8 4 458 

| | 


we 


54. The Savings Bank was established in 1888 and has there- 
fore been in existence for 12 years. Below is a comparative 
statement of the transactions of the Bank during that period. 


a ee ee 


19 


COLONIAL REPORTS——ANNUAL. 


for) 
lor) 
Qe 
ae 
o& 
© 
© 
2 aaa By eet hu, oo. eae 
It #1 696'r | € IT eee | OL G18 |g st F96% 
‘ 
6 GI L00°¢ | OL Il sol'e | 6 61S : I IL 91z'g 
G¢ € ZIg'e ILE Le9'o | I GI Ez ory €19'¢ 
9 21 999'¢ . € 91 9832 | & E16 ? € LLL 
0 &§I g2g°¢ ! 8 eI 8cor | 6 FI.9 | Il 8I 1S3'b 
O11 zor's |Z st goer | O19 9 r ¢ 008't 
9 L WOES . OL 91 O8ZS | OLS F [OO II 9LL% 
I 
I g 606 | & OL Fz8% | 0 9 6 g y 9982 
| 
L oLigt'g | 116 Ores] € @ 6 8 L ee's 
6 6 GIZZs r 61 soca | € SIE .9 9 GOLsy 
IL Z Ise | L It OFF LZ2it lo 6 Ger 
r Ol 66 §«6| :O EL IE — lg €I Ig 
“p *y 5 “p *9 ¥ ‘p °s F | “p *g ¥ 
| 
| 
| “STRMVIPUIM | oes 
"‘90uR/eq | [R10 1, mo aaone” 


pig 4s010,UJ 


st 0 06 Oo OM HD OO Darnwnwt wR AN 


&I 


Las 


6 OF 


TRIO.L 


—— 


‘syisodoq 
uo 
eng 48e10}0] 


’ 


Ro OC ON ODOT OM Om 


' 


0 228'¢ 
G ZI8'F 
I #19°¢ 
6FS L 
Il 79¢'F 
61 6669 
G SII 
@ FPl'é 
ZISE 
9 ¢99'I 
€99'S 
66 


‘sq1sodoq 


i 


6 
Gg 


“sOUBleg 


“180K 


— 6681 03 S88 Twas YORI JO pUd 94 4B JIPI1O Ady} 4B SJUNOUB PUB ylopsodap jo sivat ZI 10} JUaWIIzVIs DAIZBABdUIOZ) *CC 


"A 


B2 


Ss 


Goup 


‘Coast, 1899, 


Ep 


20 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


POLICE. 


06. The strength of the Police Force on the 3lst December, 
1899, was 416 of all ranks; 161 recruits were enlisted at Accra, 
but of these 40 were subsequently rejected as unsuitable. 


57. The force is armed with Martini-Henri carbines, and the 
men at Accra are put through a modified course of musketry. 


PRISONS. 


58. There are 12 prisons in the Colony, including Kumasi and 
Attabubu. The majority of these buildings are unsuitable for 
prisons, but until the question of a central prison is definitely 
decided they have to serve as such. 


59. Various trades, such as carpentering, tailoring, boot- 
making, coopering, &c., are carried on in the Accra and Elmina 
prisons, and very good results are obtained. The prisoners at 
the other stations are employed as labourers on the roads and as 
scavengers. 


60. There were 22 escapes during the year, as against 17 in 
1898. Six of these prisoners were recaptured. 


61. The number of prisoners who received corporal punish- 
ment during the year was 18, as compared with 10 and 15 in 
1898 and 1897 respectively. The number of executions was six. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


62. The criminal returns for 1899 show a decrease in general 
crime, the total number of crimes reported being 4,075, as 
against 4,713 in the previous year. 


63. The following will show the total number of convictions 


for the last five years: — 


Year. | Males. | Fe Females. tes | Juveniles. Few | ata, | omen | Joven, | Tota Totals. 
1895 1,859 101 . | de 1 eee 46 2,006 
1896 2,044 273 38 2,355 
1897 1,879 220 51 2,150 
1898 1,850 189 34 2,073 
1899 1,711 135 28 | as 1,874 
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VITAL STATISTICS. 


65. The general health of the Colony during the past year 
was comparatively good. Out of 166 European officials there 
were only nine deaths and 23 cases of invaliding, and out of an 
estimated number of 400 non-official Europeans there were 
18 deaths and 52 cases of invaliding. The following table gives 
the death and invaliding rate per thousand among the 
Europeans : — 


. i Death rate | Invaliding rate 
Class. No. Deaths. | Invalided. per 1,000. per 1,000. 
_ ee : ee 
Official we | 166 9 23 54-2 | 138°9 
Non-official ... | 400 18 52 | 450, 130°0 
| | 
Total ... | 566 27 75 ; 477 132-5 


66. No death rate can be calculated for natives, owing to the- 
difficulties of obtaining reliable information. Every effort has 
been made to decrease the rate of mortality and sickness by pro- 
viding hospitals, good food, and good nursing, and by improving 
the sanitary conditions of the towns. But the large majority 
still resort to the “ Native Medicine Man.” 


67. The general health of the officers in the Northern Terri- 
tories does not appear to have been so good during the past year. 


68. The experiment of bringing out European nurses for the 
Gold Coast has been a great success, and an additional nurse has 
recently been obtained, so that one may be permanently stationed 
at Cape Coast. 


69. A Pathological Laboratory has now been established at 
Accra, and it is hoped will be found a useful institution for 
original research into the cause and nature of the various fevers 
and diseases found in the Colony. 


70. The sanitary condition of the various towns has been 
improved, but in most of them there is still considerable room 
for further improvement. The sanitary work of Accra is now in 
the hands of the Town Council, who have their own Medical 
Officer of Health. 
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71. The following table gives the rainfall month by month Gop 
at Accra and Aburi for the years 1898 and 1899 respectively : — Coasr, 1 1899 


Accra | Aburi 
| Month. a aaa a 0 

1898. ee add ec a a 1899. | 1898. | 1899. 

| | 
January ... + «. | — | — 7 2°61 50) 
February ... — | 62 — 0°62 4-74 
March 1:72 : 1-99 | 3°28 6°18 
April 5°66 “64 | 6°85 3°08 
May 2°53 | 4°16 4°83 3°98 
June we | 4:88 4-03 778 5-94 
July oe 2°74 11 , 5°26 5°35 
August site 1-56 4:12 3°72 5°45 
September ... ae 4-69 "56 6°16 1-15 
‘October - 3°41 | 2°47 8°52 616 
November .. oT : — — 6°16 554 
December ... | 1330 ‘94 2°33 1-08 
Totals... co 28°52 19°64 58°12 49°12 

| 


From the above table it will be seen that the rainfall for the 
year 1890 at both places was considerably less than in the 
previous year. 


POST AND TELEGRAPHS. 


72. Hitherto the two branches of the office have been separate 
departments, under the Postmaster-General and the Director of 
Telegraphs respectively, but from the ‘lst October, 1899, the 
whole administration has been in the hands of the Postmaster- 
General. 


- —— = a 
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73. The following comparative table will show the working 
of the Postal Department during 1899 as compared with the. 
previous year : — 


| No. of No. of Total amount Total 


ore Letters, ; Registered of Money amount of | No. of 
. Cards, &c.| Articles Order Postal Order | Parcels. 
Posted. Posted. Transactions. | Transactions. 
£ 3s d.| £ 28. a. 
1898 _.... | 662,978 23,995 12,843 17 9 |2,761 0 6] 3,863 
1899  —... | 633,909 41,878 16,878 18 1 |2,387 4 6| 5,744 
Increase — 17,883 4,035 0 4 — 1,881 
Decrease 29,669 — — 373 16 0 = 


74. The money orders show a considerable increase over the 
number issued in the previous year. This is partly accounted 
for by the development in the gold industry, but is mainly 
owing to the numerous remittances on the part of the natives. 
for goods advertised in various papers. This is also borne out 
by the increased number of parcels received by parcels post. 


TELEGRAPHS. 


75. The returns for the year show a steady increase in the 
revenue collected, as well as in the total number of messages 
transmitted. No new sections have been constructed during 
1899, but a new office was opened at Bole, which is the furthest 
point the telegraph extension to the Northern Territories has 
reached. 


76. The total number of telegrams transmitted during the 
year was 128,026, as compared with 119,242 in the previous year, 
showing an increase of 8,784. 


77. The number of messages sent through the Government 
oftices for transmission by the African Direct Telegraph Com- 
pany amounted to 2,268, as compared with 1,954 in 1898. There 
is an increase in the number of messages transmitted over our 
lines from Togoland to Europe and vice versd. The paid 
messages to and from Togoland show a slight falling off, pig: 
bably «ue to the interruption of the Volta cable. 
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TELEPHONES. 


78. There is a Telephone Exchange at Accra, connecting with 
all the Government offices. 


MILITARY FORCES AND EXPENDITURE. 


7Y¥. There are no Imperial or Militia troops in the Colony. 
There is, however, a Volunteer Force, which was raised in 1892, 
the strength of which on the 3lst December, 1899, was as 
follows :— 


mee = Site So at Boe Coe “—- 2 Pre ee ie ee -~ = = = ee -ee -e 


Officers Oficors Sergeants. | Corporals. Privates. Siynallers. ooar ino 


12 1 17 19 139 10 43 241 


80. The force, which is put through an annual musketry 
course, 1s recruited principally from the Government and mer- 
cantile offices. 


81. The authorised strength of the Constabulary or Hausa 
Force is 1,676 of all ranks. The re-organisation of the force 
has been undertaken, and the force will in future be known as 
the Gold Coast Battalion of the West African Frontier Force. 
The force 1s armed with Martini-Metford carbines and has a 
supply of Maxim, Nordenfeldt, and 7 pr. guns. ‘The total 
expenditure in connection with the force amounted to £40,583 
during the year under review. 


oe ne Ce eee 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


82. It was contemplated, for administrative purposes, to place 
the Northern Territories under an administrator, and the late 
Lieutenant-Colonel Northcott, C.B., was appointed to that post. 
Unfortunately for the Colony his death in South Africa pre- 
vented the scheme from being carried into effect. 
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83. Affairs in Ashanti were on the whole satisfactory. The 
issue of licences to prospect for gold and other mineral products 
was introduced in the latter part of the year, and 25 licences 
were taken out. The gold-mining industry steadily increased 
during the year, although, as stated elsewhere, the exports of 
gold showed a considerable and at the same time unaccountable 
falling off. 


84. The difficulty of transport is still a serious obstacle in the 
way of gold mining, and, indeed, to the general progress and 
development of the Colony, and this serious drawback must 
continue until railways are an accomplished fact and the heavy 
machinery and other necessary appliances for the successful 
working of the gold mines and other industries can be economi- 
cally and expeditiously conveyed from place to place. 


85. The work on the Sekundi Tarkwa Railway has not been 
so rapid as was anticipated, and no part of the line was opened 
for traffic during the year. The scarcity of labour has con- 
siderably retarded progress. 


86. Emigration from the Colony is practically confined to 
labourers for the Congo railway, who are indentured for periods 
of one or more years. 

87. Investigations for a water supply for Accra have been 
proceeding in the neighbourhood of Aburi and Cape Coast, and 
it is hoped a definite scheme may soon be formulated. 


C. H. Henter, 


Acting Colonial Sceretary. 
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The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. | Year. 


253 | Labuan oe ies oe ask ae 1897 
204 | Ceylon sa és Sug iis ‘isi 3 
295 | Basutoland ... ae sats ae sus 1897-98 
296 | Newfoundland ... is eg ae 1896-97 
207 | Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands ... 1898 
298 | British New Guinea see side sae 1897-98 
209 | Bermuda ... vag sey se Si 1898 
260 | Niger.—West African Frontier Force ... 1897-98 
261 | Jamaica ie ae dae diss as 
262 | Barbados .. ee aie uh se 1898 


263 | Falkland Islands ... ve sae ses ‘i 
264 | Gambia su _ si vi he “ 
265 | St. Helena ... ae ae ae oe e 
266 | Leeward Islands ... we ete ae a 
267 | St. Lucia... oe ‘ea oe wae a 
268 | Fiji ... pes he ~ a — me 
269 | Turks and Caicos Islands... — xat ss 
270 | Malta bbe sale sae He bus . 
211 Gold Coast ... eee eee eee eee ( ” 
272 | Trinidad... fog ide ae ie - 
273 | Sierra Leone oe os ae aoe <3 


214 | Ceylon sss ae at a sed - 
275 | British Solomon Islands ... ee see 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar... eg es tn ae 1898 


277 | Bahamas ... ag — a see ‘ 

278 | British Honduras ... an aa vss - 

279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues ... fs ae 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. | Colony. Subject. 


Gold Coast wee ... | Economic Agriculture. 


1 
2 | Zululand ... at ... | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone __... ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada .... si ... | Emigration. 
5 | Bahamas ... aes ... | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong ve ..- | Bubonic Plague. 
7 | Newfoundland ... .. | Mineral Resources. 
8 | Western Pacific ... ... | British Solomon Islands, 
9 | Dominica... ee ... | Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands ... .. | Condition during 1897. 


ll | Grenada ... ves ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla ... ae ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 


ee eee 
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No. 280. 


GRENADA. 


(For Report for 1897, se No, 247.) 


ACTING-GOVERNOR THOMPSON to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


St. Vincent, 
29th September 1899. 


Forwarded. 
Harry Tuompsoy, : 
Administrator, 
Windward Islands. 
(sovernment Office, Grenada, 
28th September 1899. 
SIR, 


[ WAVE the honour to forward herewith, for transmission 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Blue Book 
relating to this Colony for the year 1898, together with my 
Report thereon. 


T have, &c., 


EpwakD DRaAyron, 


Administrator. 


His Honour 
The Administrator of the 
Windward Islands, &c., &c., &e., 
St. Vincent. 
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GENOA BLUE BOOK REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1898. 


FINANCIAL, 


Revenue, 


The revenue of the year 1898 was £62,875, being £5,902 
more than in 1897 and £3,352 more than the average of the last 
five years’ revenue, which was as follows :— 


| 
| Year. | Amount. | 
se ee te ap ee et 
- 
D AGUG ae we . | 63,022 
I 
1895 . i 58,468 


| 

i 1896 eevee | 86,275 
: W897" fee 56,973 
| (BOB aac ads. es 62,875 


2. The following comparative statement of the revenues of 
1897 and 1898, dee the principal heads of account, shows that 
the satisfactory results of last year were chiefly attributable to 
the receipts from Customs duties, which exceeded those of 1897 
by £6,421, and, it may be added, the estimate for the year by a 
corresponding amount, the increase being in import duties. ‘The 
decrease shown under Licences, Excise, and Internal Revenue does 
not indicate the loss of that amount, but is traceable to a change 
made in the period for the collection of the land and house tax, 
which carried uncollected arrears into the transactions of the 
current year, when they have been fully dealt with. 


Head of Revenue. | 1898, 1897. Increase. , Decrease. 
ee rare TE ne anni Geni 
£ £ s £ 
1. Custems es sini wee | O2 01a. ¢ 26,292 6,421 — 
2. Licences, Excise, &e. ... oe | 24,757 25,793 — tig 
3. Fees of Office, &e. 2° 1.250 1,002 248 — 
4. Post Office uae oe ve TAO | 1,188 — 4& 
4a. Sale of the 4th Centenary | Hh —- 528 — 
Commemoration Stamp. ! 
5. Telephone aks aes sia 1.4 1,054 40, — 
Carried forward... G1 ,482 hd.320 7,237 1.084 
j 


SS _ qe 
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Head of Revenue. 


Brought forward _... 
6. Rent of Government Property 
7. Interest and Sinking Funds ... 
8. Miscellaneous Receipts ‘ai 


9. Land Sales ei ve he 


Total ... 


| 
] 


Increase in 1898 ear 


1898. 


: 1897 Increase. | Decrease. 

| £ £ £ 
45,329 | 7,237 1,084 

B24 | 48 = 

| 1,241 : — 471 

| 50 136 , = 

20 | 41 : — 

| 56,973 ! 1457 1,555 

| — ' 1,555 — 

! ——_ —__... Pe emer 

_ o— 5,902 — 


Aapend ture. 


3. The expenditure of 1898 amounted to £57,612, being £937 
Jess than in 1897 and £2,379 less than the average of the last 
five years, the total results of which were as follows :— 


Year. 


| Amount. 


; 
URS HE 
63,675 
GO,H23 
; 3 58,049 


| B7,612 


4. Comparing details with those of 1897, as below, it will be 
seen that,as the result of enforced economy, savings were effected 
under nearly every head, the exceptions, Treasury and Post 
Othcee and Public Works Extraordinary, being due to the 
periodical payment of transit charges under the Postal Union 
falling due in 1898, and to the execution, at a total cost of £1,441, 
of nuportant and absolutely necessary works for the protection 
of the towns of Gouyave and Victoria from flooding by the 
rivers adjacent thereto, the previous embankment walls of 
boulders having been destroved by a flood in December 1897. 


393 1 Fe 


ae 


GRENADA 
1898. 


will be shown under revenue as a grant-in-aid. 


oO 
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The expenditure under “ Agricultural ” only represents the dis- 


~bursements up to the 30th of September, as the cost of the 


Botanic Station for the last quarter of the year, £128, has been 
refunded by the Imperial Government. In future this refund 


Head of Expenditure. 1898. 1897. | Increase. | Decrease. 
£ | £ L 
1. Charge on Account of 6,428 6,428 — 
Public Debt. | 
2. Pensions... see sat 833 | 838 A 
3. The Governor and Legis- 2,028 2 004 = 
lature. 
4. Colonial Secretary es 1,819 1,766 — 
5. Treasury, Customs, &c. 5,851 4,911 _ 
6. Audit Department ae 520 543 23 
7. Legal Department — 4,965 4,987 2 
8. Police and Excise See 4,544 4,825 28] 
9. Prisons ... sue bus 1,001 1,229 DIK 
10. Medical ... = ae 7,448 7,536 KR 
11. Education sie Sas 0,264 6,104 RAM) 
12. Ecclesiastical... ae 495 496 1 
13. Charitable ae ee 480 480) ne 
14. Agricultural —... ses 430 525 45 
15. Telephone Si sis 1,055 1.078 23 
16. Public Works Department TH | V4 Dey 
17. Miscellaneous Services... 3.499 | 4,231 239 
18. Public Works Recurrent | 6.90% =, 7,60 700 
19. Public Works Extraor- 2 T02 2 OU6 ae 
dinary. 
| — —_——. 
otal 0. ! AT O12 ARAM EXE 
— 57,612 1,803 
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Changes in Taration. 


5. Important changes in the incidence of the house tax, and in 
the method of levying and collecting that and the land tax, came 
into operation and were on their trial during the year, although, 
as the collection of arrears was necessarily carried into the 
current year, their full effect was not realised in 1898. Briefly 
stated, these changes had for their object (a) the exemption from 
taxation of the huts of labourers of the poorest class; (5) the 
creation of a progressive scale of house taxation so that the 
contributions of all classes to general revenue under this head 
should be more adequately proportioned to their means than 
hitherto ; (c) the alteration of the time of payment of the tax 
from the early months to the concluding months of the year, 
when it is known that the proceeds of the cocoa crop are more 
likely to be in circulation ; (d) the allowing of payment by two 
instalments within the prescribed time; (e) the assessment of 
house values and land extent by actual inspection of an officer 
upon the spot instead of ony from the returns of the proprietors 
themselves; and (f) a rigid enforcement of payment of arrears 
against those who are able to pay and will not, by providing that, 
notwithstanding an abortive sale of a defaulter’s property, arrears 
may be treated as a judgment debt to the Crown, and enforced 
accordingly by the legal process usual in such cases. 


6. It is gratifying to record that, except in one district where 
details have not been satisfactorily attended to, these measures 
have been crowned with success. The final returns now being 
made indicate that the margin of irrecoverable arrears is very 
small, that the tax has been willingly paid in most cases, and that 
the changes have not resulted in loss of revenue. Comparing 
these results with those of 1895 and 1896, there is good cause for 
satisfaction. 


Assets and Liabilities. 
7. In the course of the year, which opened with a deficit 
of £4,040, the Colony emerged from the financial difficulties 


of 1896 and 1897, and the transactions of 189% closed, according 
to the subjoined statement, with a surplus of assets of £985, 


{Four tabulated Statement see p. 8.] 
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It is to be noted that if in this statement, as has hitherto been GBENaDa. 
-customary, account had been taken of the arrears of revenue of 1898. 

1898 payable at the end of the year by local authorities, the ~~ 
.surplus would be £2,265. 


Public Debt. 


8. The public debt of Grenada at the end of 1898 stood at 
£127,670, of which £123,670 was in 4 per cent. inscribed stock 
and £4, 000 in 4} per cent. debentures. The sinking fund for 
the redemption 0 the stock amounted at the same date to £6,497, 
and of the debentures to £28. In the latter case £200 worth 
of debentures have been already redeemed from the fund. 


9. The Colony is also liable for the repayment in March 1903 
of a loan of £1,000 borrowed in 1879 for the St. George’s Water 
Works. The sinking fund in the hands of ‘the Government for 
its redemption amounted at the end of the year to £306. 


10. Although the general revenue is primarily chargeable 
with the repayment of the whole of the public debt of £127,670, 
local authorities are responsible for £26,205 of the amount. 
With one exception, the debt charges are fairly well paid by 
these Boards, although delay sometimes occurs in refunding 
them to Government. 


Revenue and Expenditure of Town Boards. 
11. A comparative statement of the revenue and expenditure 
for the last five years of the Boards charged with the 


administration of the several towns of the Cclony is 
_subjoined :— 


[For tabulated Statement see p. 10.] 
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Debts of Town Boards. 


12. The debts of the Town Boards are as follows :— 


£ 
St. George’s ... sia oe .. 6,981 
Grenville gee ous es ... 13,270 


Sauteurs fats se _ a 1,100 
Victoria mas a asa ae 1,414 
(rouvave sib oe sa .. 3,064 


Hillsborough ... ss sie ae 600 
Total ... we». £26,929 


In the case of St. Greorge’s, Sauteurs, and Hillsborough, 
proviston 1s fully made by sinking fund contributions for the 
repayment of the town debt; £3,304 of the Gouyave debt is 
similarly provided for, and £260 is being repaid by annual 
instalments of £10 ; at Victoria, £1,384 is arranged for by sinking 
fund, and £30 by annual instalments of £10; in regard to 
Grenville, however, only £950 of the debt, a loan incurred for 
repair of the jetty, can be said to be satisfactorily provided for, 
as although, nominally, provision is made for repayment either by 
sinking fund or instalments of the remainder of the debt, these 
are only partially paid up. The finances and working of these 
Boards are at present the subject of av enquiry by a Commission, 
whose report will soon he presented. 


TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports and Eeports. 
13. A statement showing the total value of the imports and 
exports of the Colony in the last four years, classified as usual, 
ix appended, 189% being the fourth year in which the statistical 


valne of the trade was arrived at by adding customary charges 
to prime values :— 


[For tabulated Ntatement sce p- 124) 
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14. It will be seen that the imports exceeded those of the 
preceding year by £46,427 in value, an increase appearing under 
every class, but most noticeable under manufactured articles, 
which exhibit an increase of £24,926 over the results of 1897. 
The following list of principal articles imported in the two vears 
indicates the chief directions in which this increase took 
place :— 


Value. 
Chief Articles. oe 
| 1897. | 1898. 

Crass I, ! £ £ 
Butter... 1,177 869 
Fish (dried or preserved, including salmon, 10,550 12,687 

mackerel, «c.). . 

Flour (wheaten) 23,158 26,874 
Meat (salted or preserved) ... | 6,192 7,624 
Oats | 2,030 2,590 
Oleomargarine, &c. ... | 2,483 | 2,822 
Rice 5,022 | 4,880 
Spirits... 2,296 3,291 
Suear ... 3,121 , 4,958 
Tobacco, cigars, &c. ... oe ase - 2,329 | 2,913 
Wines ... is oo es Oo: ate ! 1,762 | 1,795 

Chass IT. | | 
Petrolenn oil... ae be cer a | 1,892 | 2,540 
Timber and shingles... / 6,754 | 4165 

Chass ILL | 
Textile muufactures, other than rope and | 50,921 55833 


eordage. 


Metal manufactures ... he Ses vee 7,998 19,834 
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Value 
Chief Articles. oan , = — 
| 1897 | 1898 
Criass III.—cont. £ £ 
Boots and shoes 4,765 4,373 
Earthen and glass ware : 1,941 2,437 
Soap 1. ss 2,162 2.921 
Crass IV. 
Coin and bullion __... sits _ ais — 3,260 


15. While the increase in the amount of imports, particularly 
under Class III., may be taken as the result of the return of 
the Colony to prosperity coincidently with the good cocoa crop 
and high prices realised for that staple in 1897-98, it is believed 
that the increase under Class I., so far as foodstuffs from the 
United States of America are concerned, is evidence of a change 
in local conditions which is gradually but effectively taking 
bee With the extension of cocoa and nutmeg cultivation less 
and in the interior is available for the labouring class to cultivate 
ground provisions, the quantity of which in the local market is 
consequently diminishing while the price rises, and the people are 
thus compelled to resort more and more to imported food. With 
a population increasing at the rate of about 1,200 per annun, 
and bearing in mind that the nature of the staple cultivation 
permanently absorbs the land as soon as it is established in full 
growth, it is not improbable that a few more years will witness a 
migration of the people within the island the converse of that 
which has taken place under the influence of the cultivation of 
cocoa and nutmegs, that is to say, from the interior to the lands 
lying along the southern, eastern, and northern seaboard, which 
were formerly beneficially occupied as sugar estates, but which, 
being only partially suited for cocoa, are now for the most part 
uncultivated. 


16. The value of the exports for the year was £257,274, being 
£102,835 more than in 1897, and higher than in anv year 
since 1893, when they reached (without the addition of usual 
charges) £316,063. he following comparative statement of 
the principal articles produced by the Colony which were exported 
in the last four years shows that a marked increase took place 
under covoa and spices, the chief staples, the result of good croj:s 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. ld 


and satisfactory prices. It will be observed, on the other hand, Grenapa. 
that the export of kola nuts, coffee, and logwood is dwindling 1898. 
under the influence of prices which offer no inducement to ~~ 
cultivators :— 


——— 1895. 1896. | 1897. 1898. 


£ £ £ £ 
Cocoa uw wns, wee |:138,520 | 159,519 | 132,642 | 227,655 


Spices vee se we | 20,984 12,424 | 13,503 22,107 
Cotton and cotton seed ... 4,563 4,474 2,720 3,134 


Live stock... aes ous 1,385 1,304 1,230 1,211 
Firewood ... eee (ee 466 538 605 476 
fruit ase cee 488 584 880 540 427 
Poultry _... ae Sas 204 235 226 166 
‘Curtle and turtle shell... 265 291 270 406 
Kola nuts ... 9... one 133 180 88 43 
Coffee vee ee oe 66 217 283 59 


Logwood ...  ... =. | ‘1,733 372 302 hd 
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AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 


Cocoa. 


19. The weather of the year prevented the realisation of such 
a large crop as in 1896-97, a severe drought being experienced 
from March to June, which seriously affected the estates on the 
lowlands. For the year ended 30th September 1898 the crop 
was 53,384 bags, or 1,213 less than in the preceding year. Prices 
were, however, satisfactory throughout the year, never falling 
below 68s. per cwt., and once, in January, going as high as 83s. 
for the best grades. 


20. As remarked in last year’s report, greater attention is 
being paid to cultivation of cocoa in Grenada than formerly, and 
this year Dr. Morris, the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture, 
has done good service by drawing attention to the best methods 
of treating the older trees, which from neglect no longer yield the 
results to be expected from them. 


Spices. 


21. The same cause which reduced the cocoa crop proved 
beneficial to that of nutmegs and mace, as the higher lands on 
which these staples are mostly grown suffer frequently from excess 
of moisture, and the dry weather removed this drawback. The 
result was the exceptional export of 4,373 cwt. of spices, as 
against 2,505 cwt. in 1897 and an average of 2,533 cwt. in the 
five preceding years. 


Sugar Cane. 


22. The cane crop of 1898 almost entirely failed owing to the 
spell of drought. There never is a large area under cultivation in 
cane, as the sole objects are to provide sugar and to manufacture 
rum for local consumption by the labouring class. The collapse of 
the cultivation in 1898 resulted in the importation of 397,740 lbs. 
of muscovado sugar as against 91,892 lbs. in 1897, and of 3,256 
gallons of rum, the latter being the first importation of the kind 
for many years. Only 32,662 gallons of rum were manufactured 
locally in the year, a decrease of 24,744 galions as compared with 
1897, and this was chiefly distilled from imported molasses, 8,190 
gallons of which were brought into the Colony, as compared with 
419 gallons in the preceding year. 


Botanical Station. 


23. Great efforts were made during the year to instruct the 
peasantry in sound methods of cultivation, and with this object 
6] days were spent by the Curator in the rural districts giving 
lectures on agricultural subjects and practical hints on the spot as 
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to the cultivation of economic plants. Large quantities of 
valuable plants were distributed to planters in different parts of 
the Colony, and in this connection should be mentioned the 
attempt made to plant up swampy areas with eucalyptus and 
melaleuca trees, the seeds being imported by the Governor from 
Australia for the purpose ; altogether 1,008 of these trees were 
planted under the superintendence of the Curator of the station, 
besides numerous plants distributed to planters. Interesting 
leaflets on grape culture, cocoa cultivation, and other subjects were 


freely distributed in the Colony. 


24. On the lst of October the direct control of the work of 
the station passed into the hands of Dr. Morris, the newly- 
appointed Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture for the West 
Indies, and the cost of the station became a charge upon the 
Imperial grant-in-aid, which is to be made for ten years to this 
and other British Colonies in the Caribbean Sea. 


SHIPPING. 


25. The following comparative statement of the total shipping 
inwards and outwards for the last five years shows that the 
results of the year under review were less than in the preceding 
year and below the average. This falling off is difficult to under- 
stand, bearing in mind the increase of the Colony’s trade in 1898 ; 
and no satisfactory explanation is forthcoming :— 


Entered. 


Year. 


Tonnage. Tonnage. 


1894 


241,862 238,393 


InQd we | 204,977 255,177 
1896... sas. “(221395 224,333 
1897... oe 220,179 223,629 
18398... a 216,192 218,000 

Average ..._ 23:),921 232,008 


A table is subjoined distinguishing the nationalities of the 
vessels in 1897 amd 1898 :— 


3931%—5 B2 


GRENADAs 
1898. 


—— 


a 


COLONIAL REPORTS8—ANNUAL. 


20 


| 
06 06 — | cor 7 GOT 2 — 06 06 — | gor GOL — | vpnzoue, 
| 
O76 | (ze — | te | Fe - = feze | eve — |e 208 — | pusttory 
| | ‘ROLIOULY JO 
bF0'9 E96 160°S G8 : GBS : aad #669 gee'l , T60°¢ | 883 | 28S — 80,2} pozuy) 
| | 


rcE9 ~=—s«a9g'T | «160°C 1G $69 —! ‘21a ‘UBINI0] 


2606 | 00°03 | 828'Zzz. Ler6 izf‘eie | ecr'soz| Fess  msefooz estole goes | 3e6'one | °°" " USlgy 


| 
| . ! | 
| | 


2OG'T1Z 


! | ) | = | 


"S[a889 3 “ROR “'s]08K0 A "SJOSSOA |, 
TOL | sug | POMS TOT, | FTA | ssromeog | MOL, eet SOMOS | THOL Siig. SOULS 
! | | 
"868T “L681 *({1PVUOTFEN 


‘poloyuy osu 7, 


*‘peivey) o8vuuoy, 


GRENADA. 
1898. 


a 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 21 


A feature of this return is the appearance for the first time 
of steam tonnage under the flag of the United States of America, 
caused by the registration for a part of the year of an American 
vessel as a regular trader with the island. 


LEGISLATION. 


26. Nine Ordinances were passed in the year, the most 
linportant of which were measures regulating the issue of patents 
in the Colony, and assimilating the local law respecting landlord 
and tenant more closely to the Innglish law. Under the first 
mentioned law it is now possible for a patent to be taken out 
both easily and cheanly, and the previous lengthy and expensive 
procedure of passing a separate Ordinance for each patent 
applied for is rendered unnecessary ; the second simplifies the 
baeaaaads between landlord and tenant, and brings the colonial 
aw up to date in this respect. 


27. A new edition of the Statute Laws of the Colony, com- 
piled by Sir Joseph Hutchinson when Chief Justice, was brought 
into operation on January 20th. This work is of the greatest 
importance and benefit to the community, for apart from the 
convenience resulting from consolidation of numerous short and 
scattered enactments (there having been no compilation since 
187.5, and that most imperfect), useful and much needed measures 
are now included, such as a criminal code, a code of criminal 
procedure, an evidence code, &e. 


IE DUCATION, 


\ 

28. The principal figures relating to primary education in 
(rrenada in the year 1898 are tabulated below and compared 
with the results of the preceding vear. It will be observed that 
while another school was added last vear, and while a marked 
increase in the number of scholars took place, the expenditure 
and Government contribution were much Jess than in’ 1897. 
Compared with the figures of 1896, when the Grovernment con- 
tributed £5,793 to the expenditure, the marked effect of the 
operation of the education code of that year in the direction of 
much needed economy will be seen :— 


[Fur tabulated Statement see p, 22] 
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30. It will be noticed that Government contributes two-thirds 
of the cost of the boys’ grammar school, but, although this is the 
case, there is no Government control of the expenditure or of the 
management of the school. If, as is the wish of the governing 
body, the institution could be taken over by the Government, it 
would largely conduce to its efficiency. 


31. There are no industrial, technical, or agricultural schools 
in the Colony at present, but the question of the latter is engagin 
the earnest consideration of the Government, and it is hope 
that some arrangement may be arrived at in connection with the 
primary schools which will secure the’ inculcation of at all events 
the rudiments of scientific agriculture among the rising genera- 
tion of the peasantry. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Colony Hospital. 


32. The number of patients treated during the year was 792, 
of whom 442 were discharged cured, 179 relieved or not im- 
proved, 74 died, and 97 remained in hospital at end of the year ; 
the daily average was 91, and the daily cost per patient about a 
shilling. The general health of the institution was good with 
the exception of the last two months of the year, when there was 
an outbreak of diarrhoea, which the house surgeon is inclined to 
attribute to intermittent water supply. The provision of a tank 
with a reserve supply of water is engaging consideration. 


Yaws Hospital. 


33. The old crdnance store, formerly used for this hospital, 
was re-occupied on the 7th of March 1898, so that more accom- 
modation became available than at the smaller building used 
since 1896 during the reconstruction of the Colony Hospital 
buildings. 113 patients were treated, of whom 55 were cured, 
10 relieved, 2 died, and 46 remained in hospital; the daily 
average was 38, and the daily cost per patient 74d. The treat- 
ment of the disease by thyroid was adopted in certain cases, but 
no definite opinion as to its merits was formed. 


St. Andrew’s District Hospttal. 


34. Only 109 cases were treated, as the institution was closed 
for about a month to be painted. Of these, 67 were cured, 25 
relieved, 2 not relieved, 6 died, and 9 remained in hospital. The 
daily average was 10. 


Carriacou District Hospital. 


35. 161 cases were treated, of which 109 were discharged 
cured, 25 relieved, 7 not improved, 3 died, and 22 remained at 
end of the year; the daily average was 14. The accommo- 
dation at this hospital was increased by four beds by a slight 


. = 
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rearrangement of the partitions, the addition being necessary as 
this institution is also occasionally used by the people of the 
southern Grenadine Islands attached to St. Vincent, with whose 
‘medical supervision the District Medical Officer at Carriacou is 
now entrusted. The situation of the building unfortunately 
renders it accessible to malaria from adjacent swamps, and its 
removal to a more salubrious locality is under consideration. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


36. 135 patients were under treatment, 35 of whom were 
admitted in the year, being 14 from Grenada, 11 from St. Lucia, 
and 10 from St. Vincent ; 7 of these 35 were persons who had 
formerly been under treatment in the institution. There were 
7 patients discharged, 5 as cured, 1 relieved, and 1 not improved; 
and there were 7 deaths, as against 16 in 1897. The sanitary 
condition and health of the institution are reported to have been 
excellent throughout the year. The north wing of the asylum 
was re-roofed and repaired. 


37. A large number of the patients were uscfully employed in 
work, such as washing and repairing clothing, cooking, cultivating 
provisions for food, and procuring wood for fuel. The value of 
their work is estimated at £173. 


38. The increased number of inmates has brought about a 
reduction in cost of maintenance of each individual, which has 
enabled the Government to further reduce the annual charge 
made to the other islands of the Windward group for the treatment 
of their lunatics here. This increase of the lunatic population, 
which continues in the present year, will soon necessitate exten- 
sive structural additions to the existing buildings, as they only 
accommodate 120 patients in comfort, whereas 132 are at this 
date in the institution, and there are several lunatics in St. Lucia 
and St. Vincent who cannot yet be received. 


Poor House. 


39. At the commencement of the year there were 44 inmates, 
and 21 paupers were admitted during the year. Eight inmates 
left voluntarily, and there were 15 deaths; the daily average 
was 41, and the cost of each inmate for the year £8 7s. 1d. It 
ig a curious feature of this institution that there are nearly 
always vacancies in the female ward, while it is by no means 
uncommon for extra cases to be admitted to the male ward. 


Savings Bank. 


40. As is shown by the following statement of the work of 
the bank for the last five years, the improvement which began 
in the latter half of 1897 continued in 1898, and at the close 
of the year the bank was in a better position than before the 
period of financial depression through which the Colony has 
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passed. The average balance at credit of each depositor was 
£8°25 as compared with £7°61 in 1897. The district branches 
are largely made use of by the peasants, and the number of 
depositors therein increased from 317, with a balance of £2,434, 
in 1897 to 354, with a balance of £2,425, in 1898. Of the funds 
of the bank £6,000 were invested at the end of 1898 :-4 


° Amount 
of Dees of Deposits Amount Balance at credit 


Year. at 31st (including of of Depositors at 
Decanter Interest | Withdrawals. | 31st December 
’ | capitalised). 
£ £ £ 
1894 959 7,523 7,915 7,602 
1895 885 5,452 6,728 6,426 
1896 895 5,026 5,062 6,390 
1897 968 6,498 5,518 7,370 


1898 1,053 7,803 6,722 8,451 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


41. The Colonial Police Force consists of a chief and 
sergeant-major of European birth and military training, and 63 
West Indian non-commissioned officers and privates. In addition 
to their civil duties they are drilled and trained to the use of 
arms, and are armed with Martini-Henry rifles. The conduct and 
discipline of the force in 1898 were good, and they were put 
through their first course of musketry early in the year with 
very satisfactory results. In August they were inspected on 
parade and in barracks by Major-General Fowler-Butler, com- 
manding the troops at Barbados, and he recorded that he was 
much pleased with all he saw, and that there was a marked 
advance in drilling up to date. In the principal town the detach- 
ment on duty is also responsible for extinguishing fires in the 
town, the Town Board supplying the necessary apparatus. The 
police are also charged with the supervision and control of rum 
distillation on which an excise duty is levied. For these purposes 
a Superintendent of Excise is attached to the staff under the 
direction of the chief. 


Prisons. 


42. 258 persons were committed to prison in 1898, being 43 
less than in 1897 and 39 below the average of the last three years. 
The daily average in prison was 46, as against 63 in 1897, the 
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highest record being 84 in 1894. The cost of the prisons, 
according to the Treasury accounts, was £1,001, and the estimated 
value of the work done by prisoners £1, 185. Satisfactory 
discipline was maintained, and the sanitary condition was 
_excellent. 


43. The great success of the Mark System introduced on 
Ist February 1888 deserves more than a passing notice. It 
aims at securing classification of the prisoners and remission of 
sentences on lines a approximating to the English system, and the 
quality and quantity of the labour enforced are also regulated by 
the same means. All convicted prisoners (except first class 
misdemeanants, non-criminal debtors, and surety prisoners) whose 
sentences exceed one month are awarded marks daily in propor- 
tion to their industry, and are allowed, according to their 
earnings in marks, to progress through certain classes which 
regulate the nature of their work and confer on them trivial 
privileges. The lowest class, in which no privileges are allowed 
and in which the labour is the hardest and most monotonous, 18 
composed of prisoners wh-se sentences dc not exceed one month, 
and of those who by misconduct either do not earn enough marks 
‘to rise to a higher class or have been degraded. Prisoners 
sentenced to two years and upwards are in addition allowed to 
earn a remission not exceeding one-fourth of their sentences 
according to their record as shown on the mark sheets. 


44. This system has fully justified its introduction. It has not 
only secured what it was ‘designed to do, but its effect on the 
prisoners themselves has been noticeable. The interest that is 


‘taken by all but a few hardened offenders in their marks’ 


register and in its effect upon their position and treatment in 
prison is most gratifying, and forfeiture of marks as a punish- 
ment is usually more dreaded by a “long sentence man” than 
the dark cell. In the ten years of its operation 112 licences for 
remission of sentences have been issued under its provisions, and 
of these only 32 persons (about 28 per cent.) have been subse- 
quently reconvicted, many of those so reconvicted being of the 
recidivist class with previous convictions varying in number 
from three to thirteen. 


Criminal Statistics. 


45. A table is appended showing the statistics relating to 
crime in 1898 as compared with those in the previous four years, 
and it will be seen that a marked reduction is apparent under 
every head except offences against the person and _predial 
larceny, where there are slight increases. On the whole the 


Improved financial conditions in the Colony, producing harmony 


and contentment among the lower classes, may be taken to 
have been the cause of this satisfactory result. In the case of 
the Magistrates’ Courts the operation of the new criminal code, 
and of the improved tariff of fees introduced with it, have been 
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Grenapa. factors in the reduction of cases, tending as they do to prevent 
1898. frivolous litigation. The trivial nature of the majority of 
—— offences committed will be realised when it is seen that out of 

1,094 persons convicted in the year only 222, about 20 per cent., 
were sent to prison :— 


cantare er 


Average 
——— 1894-96. 1897. 1898. 


| 
Magistrates’ Courts — : 
Persons brought before the Magistrates ... | 


Convictions ae ee Sas we | 1,300 1,239 1,072 


Acquittals ... ose Se eee oe 460 453 = 301 
Discharged eee cee ane Shs 896 887 | 606 
| 
Committed for trial in Supreme Court 41 49 | 38 
heh eer eee 
Total sun nee ae 2,607 2,628 2,017 


Supreme Court :— 


I 
| 
| | 
Number of persons tried ... ies sds | 41 53 36 
Convictions | 25 ! 36 22 
Acquittals ... ws aah eu oo | 15 0 
Not prosecuted : 7 yo f 
Total 41 | 53 36 
| 
| | 
Nature of offences for which convictions | } 
were obtained :— | 
Offences against the person ae ie 335 331 333 
Preedial larceny ... we or be 47 40 49 
Other offences against property adie 272 254 161 
Other offences... cs ita des 670 GaN 546 


Total on. ase ves wee | A824 | 1,275 1,094 
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ViraL STATISTICS. 


Population, 


46. The estimated population at 31st December, based upon 
the natural increase, and without considering emigration or 
immigration, of which there is little of a permanent nature, was 
62,622, being an increase of 9,413 since the census of 1891. 
The natural increase in the year was 1,323, and the average for 
the previous ten years, 1,169. The birth rate per thousand of 
the mean estimated population was 42°17, and the death rate, 
20°85. 


Public Health. 


47. Apart from whooping cough and a mild visitation of 
influenza the Colony was free in "1898 from epidemic disease, 
and the general health was good. 


Santtattui. 


48. There is a General Board of Health for the Colony and 
the several Town and Road Boards contro] under its direction 
sanitation in the towns and rural districts respectively. On the 
whole their work is satisfactorily done, although there are 
instances of neglect which might be remedied. In the towns, 
sanitary conditions, although largely open to improvement, are 
at all events kept in view, and an effort is made to sustain them in 
ethciency, but, except in isolated aud special cases, little attention 
is paid to such matters in the country. Fortunately, the natural 
conditions are excellent, and the mountainous nature of the 
island is of itself a great aid to proper drainage. 


Climate. 


49, The rainfall for the year, although up to the average, was 
most uneven inits incidence. At the meteorological station in 
the south of the island 81°77 inches were recorded as compared 
with 83°64 in the previous year, but in March, April, and May 
there was a spell of drought, only ° 77 inches of rain being 
recorded in the last mentioned month against 5°88 inches in 
1897, while in August no less than 19°11 inches were recorded, 
8°16 inches being the previous year’s record. At Carriacou, in 
the extreme north of the Colony, the rainfall was 80:28 inches, 
and in the centre of Grenada, 166°45 inches. 


. The mean temperature was normal, being 78°99, the 
maximum, 88°2°, being recorded in March and September, and 
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the minimum, 68°4°, in August. This, it should be stated, 
is the temperature at the meteorological station, 506 feet 
above sea level and a cool breezy site; in the lowlands the 
temperature is higher, but 93° is about the average highest 
record there. 


51. The direction and force of the wind in the year were 
normal, the prevailing wind being the north-east trade. The 
11th of September, the day of the great hurricane in St. Vincent, 
was stormy, the wind varying from north-west to west, but no 
damage was done here. As hurricanes are usually formed in the 
Atlantic to the north of 12° of north latitude, which passes 
through the south of Grenada, there seems to be some reason for 
hoping that the island is likely to escape a severe visitation of 
that kind. The records indicate that none of the hurricanes 
which were experienced in other parts of the West Indies in 
the past did serious damage here, the great storm of 1780, 
which took place during the second French occupation, being 
apparently the one most felt. 


Postal AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


52. In the work of the Post Office taken altogether there 
was an increase of business in the year, the only noticeable 
decrease being under inland money orders, which were £142 
less than in 1897. The revenue of the office was £1,140 
against £1,188 in the preceding year, a slight falling off, which 
was caused by the issue in August of a special 2). stamp, 
designed by Lady Moloney, to commemorate the 400th 
anniversary of the discovery of the island by Columbus. The 
sales of this issue, which amounted to £528, diminished the sale 
of the ordinary 24d. stamp. 


53. An exchange of money orders with the Dominion of 
Canada through the intermediary of the Barbados Post Oftice 
was arranged in May, and on Christmas Day the Imperial 
Penny Post came into operation with the Mother country and 
those Colonies who adopted it, as also the improved triple scale 
of parcel post with the United Kingdom. 


54. The revenue of the Telephone Department was £1,094, 
and the expenditure (including the charges on loan for construc- 
tion) was £1,054. Eight new installations were supplied in the 
year, and at its close there were 157 connections to the exchanges, 
using 172 instruments. Tortuous roads, abundant vegetation and 
overhanging trees, heavy rainfall inducing frequent landslips, and 
the great distances to be travelled by the imspectors between 
the centres and the numerous country residences suppled with 
instruments, render it anything but an easy task to maintain the 
system ik ethciency, but that satisfactory results are on the 
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whole obtained is evidenced by the steady demand for new 
connections and the adherence of old renters, notwithstanding 
grievances and complaints both imaginary and genuine. 


MILITARY FORCES AND EXPENDITURE. 


55. There is no military force, either of the regular amny, 
militia, or volunteers, in the Colony. As mentioned above, the 
police are drilled and trained to the use of arms, so as to be 
available in emergencies. A Bill was introduced by the 
Government in the Legislative Council in the course of the year 
with the view to enrolling a volunteer force, and the measure is 
under the consideration of the Council. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 


56. Three fine iron bridges were completed during the year, 
one over the Madeys River in St. Patrick’s, one over the 
river at Florida in St. John’s, and the third over the Gouyave 
River, at a spot within the town of that name near to the mouth 
of the stream. All of these were in replacement of stone 
structures either irretrievably damaged or swept away by 
floods in the years 1895-97. Embankment walls of masonry 
were constructed at Victoria and Gouyave to protect those 
towns from the adjacent rivers during floods; the work at 
Gouyave was not completed in 1898, and has been continued 
in the current year. 


57. The fourth centenary of the discovery of the island by 
Columbus was celebrated in August, two special holidays being 
granted for the purpose. 


58. Mr. Charles James Tarring, who was appointed Chief 
Justice, vice Sir Joseph Hutchinson promoted to Cyprus, 
arrived on the 12th of January and assumed his duties. 


59. The year was one of prosperity for the Colony, which 
under the satisfactory conditions affecting its staple products, 
accompanied by rigid economy in regard to its public expenditure, 
emerged from the financial embarrassment of the years 1895-97. 
One lesson to be derived from the experience of those years is 
that in a Colony whose chief staple is hable to such fluctuations 
in quantity and value a reserve fund should always be maintained 
as a provision for bad years. 


60. The period of depression, now happily ended, has had a 
salutary effect on the agriculturists of the Colony, both by 
inducing a greater attention to cultivation and by impressing 
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the necessity for careful expenditure in years of plenty, inasmuch 
as they may be followed by years of stress. An indication of 
this may be seen in the increased use being made by the 
peasants of the Savings Bank, which is being even more 
strongly evidenced in the current year, when the balance at 
credit of depositors has advanced from £8,451, as shown in 
paragraph 40 of this report, to £11,068. 


EDWARD DRayYTON, 
Administrator. 


Grenada, 
23rd September 1899. 
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No. | Colony. | Yeas 


261 
262 
263 
264 
265 
266 
267 


Jamaica .. 

Barbados 

Falkland Islands 
Gambia ... Ne 

St. Helena Sieg 
Leeward Islands 

St. Lucia... : 

Fiji 

Turks and Caicos Islands 
Malta 

Gold Coast 

Trinidad... 

Sierra Leone 

Ceylon ... 

British Solomon ‘Islands 
Gibraltar ‘2 
Bahamas.. ae 

British Honduras : 
Mauritius and Rodrigues 
Grenada ... 

St. Vincent 

Hong Kong 

Jamaica ... 

Lagos... 

Seychelles ie 
Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements 
Basutoland 

Niger Coast Protectorate 


MISCELLANEOUS. ~ 


| 
vj 
: 3 
| 


1897-98 
1898 


1898-99 


| 1898 


1895-99 
1898 


1809 
1898 
1898-99 


9 


—— eee 


Colony. 


Gold Coast... 
Zululand 

' Sierra Leone 
Canada 
Bahamas 
Hong Kong 
Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 
Dominica ... 
Virgin Islands 
Grenada 
Anguilla 

Cook Islands 


Subjece. 


Economic Agriculture. 
Forests. 

Geology and Botany. 
Emigration. 

Sisal Indnstry. 

Bubonic Plague. 

Mineral Resources. 
British Solomon Islands. 
Agriculture. 

Condition during 1897. 
Agriculture in ( arriacou. 
Vital Statistics, 1898. 
Report for 1899. 
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No. 290. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


(For Report for 1896-7, are No, 222.) 


(I) 
Governor Sir W. J. Senpaty to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, 
Georvetown, Demerara, 


24th November, 1898. 


SIR, 

I wave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book 
for this Colony for the year 1897-98, together with the Report 
of the Assistant Government Secretary thereon. 


I have, &c., 


WALTER J. SENDALL, 
Governor. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1897-98. 


TAXATION. 


The principal changes in taxation which took effect during 
the year were the imposition of a licence duty of $3 on Private 
Cycles and $6 on Cycles kept for hire, an increase of licence 
duty on Omnibuses and Tramcars in Georgetown to $50; the 
reduction of the duty on Cigars and Cigarettes to $1.50 per Ib., 
the higher rate of $2 having failed to attain its object ; an increase 
of the duty on Spirits and Strong Waters to $3 a gallon; and on 
cominon leaf Tobacco from 40cts. to 60cts. per lb., with a crrre- 
sponding increase on better qualities. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The total Revenue for the year 1897-8 was £505,368, or 
£50,000 less than in the previous year. —— 
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The only important increases were :— 


as | 1896-7. | 1897-8. Cause. 


£ 
Wines and Spirits | 31,120 | 34,116 | Increased duty. 
| { 
| 
| 


Death Duties ... 836 | 1,980 | Ordinary fluctuation. 


The heads shewing a reduction which call for remark were: — 


a a es 
a 4 1896-7. 1897-8. | Cause: 


| og 


Import Duties ws | 252,283 | 243,342 | Depression in trade. 
Rum Duty __... ea 49,779 41,349 )!| Reduction of Classification 
of Licences and less 
Retail Spirit Licences... 80,231 54,231); money circulating. 
Gold Fees, Licences, &c. 1,766 446 | 
Falling off in production. 
Royalty me ais 23,902 22,779 


The total Expenditure of the Colony was £564,596, less by 
£26,060 than the expenditure during the previous year, but still 
in excess of the revenue for 1897-8 by £59,191. 


Increase of expenditure occurred under the following heads 
amongst others : — 


— | 1896-7. 1897-8. Cause. 


es £ 
Post Office... aes 27,67 30,418 | Extension of Postal and 
Savings Bank facilities, 
Primary Education ... | 23,959 24,780 | Increased number. of 
Passes. 


Hospita's, &c. os. cee | 34,903 36,017 | Increased calls on accom- 
modation. 


W. I. & P. Telezra:h 3,225 4,792 | Fewer penalties incurred. 
Company. 


Superannuition Allow- 14,785 17,062 | Ordinary additions plus 
ances, abolition of offices effect- 
ing greater saving under 

Establishments. 
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The following are the more important items on which re- 
duction of expenditure was effected : — 


— | 1896-7. 1897-8. | Cause. 
£ 
Immigration ... eee 48,464 33,603 | Smaller number _intro- 
duced. 


Police Force ... es 62,324 59,775 | Curtailment of Foroe. 


Prisons... see Gas 17,659 15,354 | Reduced number of pri- 
soners. 


Militia ... Ss ss 6,155 3,028 | Provision only made for 
part of year. 


Judicial... wie ww. 37,854 33,237 | Abolition of offices. 


Steam Communication — 25,835 23,048 ) Reduction of subsidy. 


22,900 | Economical up-keep. 


| 
1 


! | 
Roads ... 0... we | 24,453 | 
Public Debt... ... 51,341 47,672 | Bonds paid off. 


—— 


Most of the civil departments show small reductions which 
need not be noticed separately. They are dealt with generally 
under the head Civil Establishment. 


The Public Debt. 
The Public Debt of the Colony on 31st March, 1898, was— 


For: sums borrowed for Public Purposes for 
which the revenue of the Colony is directly 


pledged ia 3 ; £792,200 


For sums borrowed by Corporations or Public 
Bodies under the authority of Special Laws, 
and on the Security of the revenue of the 


Colcay hs ae wise = 5 157,187 


the total amount for which the revenue of the Colony is pledged 
being therefore £949,387, more by £46,800 than on the corre- 
sponding date in 1897. 


But from out of the first mentioned sum there has been lent 
to Corporations and Public bodies on security of their revenues 
atsum of £575,080, and therefore the amount by which the total 
Public Debt is reduced by loans repayable is really £530,267, 
leaving a Public Debt for money borrowed and spent on Public 
Works of £419,120. 
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The following is a statement of loans and advances referred 
to in the last paragraph— 


Tothe Mayor and Town Council of Georgetown... £105,416 
To the Mayor and Town Council of New 


Amsterdam is. se 18,645 
To the Commissioners in aid of “Water F Suppl y 

Works ... ‘ 122,167 
Miscellaneous Toes serial: om a 126,852 


_ Full provision for sinking funds and interest in respect of all 
loans raised by the Government is made annually. 


Imports. 
The Imports amounted to £1,282,975 as compared with 
£1,341,709 in the previous year. 


The following table shows the principal articles of food im- 
ported and the source from which they were obtained : — 
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Local Revenues. 


Georgetown on the Demerara River (population 53,000) and 
New Amsterdam on the Berbice River (population 8,900) are 
the two principal towns of the Colony. Bach possesses a mayor 
and town council who have power to raise local revenues. 


The total revenue of Georgetown amounted to £53,363, of 
which a tax of 2 per cent. on houses and land yielded £34,249, 
the public market £4,583, and the water works £3,004. The 


expenditure was £53, 717, the principal items being bonds re- 


deemable and interest account £9,811, fire brigade (one moiety, 
the Government paying the other) £5 312, Labour and Sanitary 
superintendence £6,062, street lighting £3,229, salaries £2,789. 


Ordinance No. 1 of 1896 gave the mayor and town council 
borrowing power to the extent of £104,000, but not more than 
£10,200 can be raised in any one year. These powers have been 
exercised to the extent of £20,400, and the proceeds expended 
on works connected with sanitation and water supply. The 
drainage of the city has much improved of late years, and many 
of the drains and trenches, large and small, are laid with concrete. 


In New Amsterdam the total revenue was £8,934 ‘including 
a balance of £1,041 from the previous year) and the total ex- 
penditure £7,828. 


The Colony pays the ordinary rates on public buildings in 
Georgetown and New Amsterdam and contributes a moiety of 
the cost of maintaining the roads and streets. 


There are twenty-three incorporated villages with a population 
of 32,576, according to the census of 1891. In some cases two 
villages are worked as one under the system of village councils, 
which was established some years ago and has generally worked 
satisfactorily. Councillors are elected by the village proprietors 
and the affairs of the village are entrusted to them. They have 
power to levy rates and execute the necessary works of mainten- 
ance. The total village revenue for 1897-98 amounted to £7,127, 
all of which, however, was not recovered during the year. The 


expenditure was £5,097. 


Immigration. 


It is hardly surprising that in a colony whose climate is not 
conducive to prolonged physical exertion, and where the con- 
ditions of life are so generous that three days’ wage will supply 
the agricultural labourer’s wants for a week, the “question of a 
reliable labour supply should always have been of paramount 
importance. For sixty years the steady labour necessary to carry 
on the staple industry of the Colony ‘has been imported under 
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a system of indenture. China helped greatly between 1853 and 
1859, and the West Indies and Madeira also contributed from 
their surplus population, but India has been the only permanent 
recruiting ground for agricultural labourers. 


The total East Indian population of the Colony on the 31st 
March, 1898, was estimated at 116,633. Of these, 66,679 were 
resident on estates—15,066 being indentured, 35,677 uninden- 
tured, and the rest children. The approximate number not re- 
siding on estates was therefore 49,954. The immigrant popu- 
lation had at their credit in the savings bank £86,115, and those 
resident on estates owned 14,696 head of cattle and 4,114 sheep. 


1,529 East Indian labourers, including children, returned to 
Calcutta during the year. They carried back with them jewellery 
to the value of £1,562, and deposited £10,720 for remittance. 


In the last report it was stated that “a systematic effort was 
“made during the year to meet the desire of immigrants for 
“allotments of Jand in lieu of back passages and the indications 
“of success are most favourable. Plantation Helena on the east 
“coast, long a favourite spot with those who had elected to make 
“ British Guiana their home, was purchased by the Government 
“with the intention of forming a large East Indian settlement, 
“and the necessary works were put in hand without delay.” 


It is satisfactory to be able to record at this date that the 
attempt has, so far, been attended with success. The original 
cost of the estate was £1,562, and there has been spent in drainage 
and other improvements a sum of £3,729. Immigrants to the 
number of 1,206 have eagerly commuted their richts to a return 
passage for a grant of land and are now settling on the estate; 
and the liability thus lifted from the Immigration Fund amounts 
to £13,000. 


There are other suitable spots belonging to the Colony capable 
of accommodating some 1,700 immigrants, which will be taken in 
hand as early as practicable. It is necessary to proceed cau- 
tiously, for experience has shown the impossibility of settling 
an Kast Indian community on any spot for which they have 
not evinced a decided liking. 


Public Works. 


The total expenditure on public works amounted to £25,452, 
of which £21,871 was charged to current revenue and £2,698 to 
loan account. No new works of any importance were under- 
taken, as the condition of the Colony rendered it necessary to 


“keep the expenditure within the narrowest limits consistent with 
true economy. 
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Agriculture. 


The following is a comparative statement of the quantities 
and gross value of sugar, rum, and molasses exported in 1896-7 


and 1897-8 :— 


1896-7. 1897-8. 


Quantities. 


£ £ 
Sugar... 107,073 tons | 1,098,398 | 100,839} tons , 1,023,523 
Rum ... 3,291,190 galls. | 136,927 . 3,104,448 galls. 132,585 
Molasses .... | 913,150, | 20,926 | 471,400, 9,820 


ee SO ey 
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The average prices prevailing during the last three years are 
also shewn below :— 


| 

! 
£ 8. a.| 2 so da £ «wd. 
Sugar, vacuum pan, sold in United | 
Kingdom Ss eis ...perton!10 9 7310 1410 | 10 8 4 


Sugar, refining, sold in United 
States... sa aids Sie. 95 10 9 8 10 6 23); 911 8 


Sugar, molasses... set aes .| 71511 8 2 8| 716 8 


| 


Rum ijn. vee lee psepuncheon! 5 7 14.4 8 21 4 5 5 
= - - 2 ules See a 

It will be observed that the output of the staple product of the 
Colony fell short of that of the preceding year and that the 
average price obtained was also less. Some estates, well equip- 
ped, favourably situated as regard soil, labour and transport, 
and free from encumbrances, were able to make a substantial 
profit, but the majority, less happily circumstanced, were barely 
able to pay their way, and many which had long been struggling 
arainst low prices and natural conditions found themselves on 
the eve of abandonment. 

The United States of America supply the market for the bulk 
of the sugars in the Colony and under the new tariff cane sugar 
enjovs a substantial advantage over beet. Further advantages 
are offered by the United States in return for reciprocal action 
on the part of the suear-growine colonies and negotiations to this 
end were being conducted towards the close of the vear by Her 
Majesty’s Government. 
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There is every indication that the people of the Colony are 
turning their aitention to the cultivation of minor products and 
to industries other than sugar, but the latter has so long been 
the dominant factor in the life of the Colony that every thing has 
to be learned in connection with other enterprises. Rice is being 
largely erown all about the country, cocoa and kola are also 
coming to the front, and tobacco has been successfully cultivated 
on an experimental but practical scale. The facilities offered by 
the new Crown Lands Regulations, which are dealt with else- 
where in this report, will perbaps tend to take the people away 
from the coast lands. but in this connection the reinarks of Pro- 
fessor Harrison in his annual report just issued should be widely 
known. THe writes: — 


“The work of examining into the nature and composition of 
“ the soils of the more accessible parts of the interior of the 
“Colony has been actively pursued during the vear. As far as 
“the examination has been conducted no evidence has been 
“obtained of the existcnee of soils of marked fertilitv in the 
“Jower parts of the upper reaches of the rivers. ‘The majorny 
“of the soils examined are unfit for the cultivation of ceonomic 
‘““nroducts. The results of the analyses are fully confirmed by 
“the examination of the rocks from which they have been 
“derived. It is useless to expect soils of marked or aie 
" fertility to be formed in districts in which the ‘country’ 
“either soda granite or gneiss or diahase, or epidiorites and ervs- 
“talline schists derived from diabase. Rocks of these classes as 
i far as at present examined are in this Colony remarkably poor 
‘in potash and phosphoric anhydride, the two most important 
“of the essential mineral constituents of plant food. In marked 
“contrast to the results of the examinations of the soils of the 
“upper reaches of the rivers are those of the alluvial soils of the 
“lower reaches. Between the true coast Jands and the ranges 
* of sand dunes which occur in Berbice, Demerara, and Essequebo 
“at varying distances from the mouths of the rivers, are great 
~ tracts of land of marked potential fertility, rich in potash and 
frequently with fair proportions of phosphoric anhydride, and 
wit is to these, if the difficulties of drainage can he easily over- 
‘come, that the attention of cultivators of products other than 
sugar should be directed. These tracts of alluvial soil are not. 
‘as ‘they are commonly assumed to he, deltas of the great rivers 
rae the Colony, hut were formed by the deposition of the sea 
“borne muds of the Amazon.” 


Mines. 


There was a slight falling off in the export of fold during 
1897-8. the figures being 124.527 ozs.. value £453,723, as againet 
126,107 ozs., value £466,148, in 1896-7. Practically, the whole 
of this was obtained from placer working, quartz mines havin 
ee hia 4,069 ozs. Seven companies had seed 
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machinery and four were engaged in quartz crushing. The 
want of success which has hitherto attended efforts in the direc- 
tion of quartz mining, 1s hardly an indication of poorness in the 
reefs or absence of vitality in the industry generally, for those 
efforts have been more of the nature of local experiment with a 
new industry in a virgin forest, than works of development 
supported by capital and science. The small capital available 
has almost all been subscribed locally, and the disadvantages aris- 
ing from general inexperience and the absence of first- rate min- 
ing skill have been very great. The difficulties connected with 
the boundary between British Guiana and Venezuela, now happily 
within measurable distance of solution, have not tended to at- 
tract outside capital. But the Barima Mune alone during its 
short working life yielded over 8,000 ozs. of gold, and the possi- 
bilities of the district are indicated by Professor Harrison and 
Mr. Perkins in a report recently issued : — 


"We have consulted the literature available to us with regard 
to the structure of the Caratai goldiields, the most important 
of which is Dr. U. Le Néve Foster's account of the geology of 
“the district published in the Quarterly Journal of the Geo- 
* Logical Society, Vol. 26,and very copious extracts from which 
‘are to be found on pages 260-266 of ‘Gold, its occurrence and 
“extraction, by A. G. Lock. From this we learn that the 
“ Caratal gold field is situated in a country almost entirely of 
“gneiss, having a strike varying from N. 18° W. to N. 15° E. 
‘with some mica schist, hornblende schist and a little granite. 
‘In the Caratal district 1s a series of schists and at Caratal itself 
“the rocks are frequently fine-grained clay-slate. As a rule the 
‘* schistose rocks are much decomposed and a talcose variety fre- 
‘quently occurs. In many of the alluvial diggings the decom- 
‘posed schists form the bed rock. There are also outcrops of a 
* felstone either intrusive or interbedded, a compact grey, blueish- 
grey or greenish-erey rock often containing small crystals of 
™ pyrites. Probably this rock is similar to the dyke rocks 80 
‘common in the Barama. ‘The schistose rocks have roughly an 
“east and west strike. On the north side of the Yuruari, north 
“of Callao, outcrops of gabbro occur. We are of opinion that 
“the geological structure of the North West District is ver v simi- 
“lar to if not identical with that of the Caratal District as de- 
“scribed by Dr. Le Néve Foster. It is a matter of some interest 
“and importance that the geological structures of other gold 
“bearing districts in the Colony should he ascertained so as to 
“compare with that of the North West.” 


be 


Grants of Land. 


The quantity of Crown Land granted for various purposes was 
epprosma the same as in the previous year. 12 grants com- 
nrising S98 acres were taken out for cultivation purposes, 22 
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wood-cutting grants covering 9,044 acres were issued, and 3,193 
acres were acquired outright by purchase amongst 45 holders. 
In addition to these large tracks of land were granted for the 
ourpose of collecting ballata gum. 

The new Crown Lands Regulations passed through the final 
staves of revision and were fixed to come into force on the Ist 
May, 1898. Many important alterations have been made. 
Crown Lands can now be purchased at the rate of fifteen cents 
per acre, and the meidental expenses connected with acquiring 
title have been much reduced. It is no longer necessary to expose 
land to publie sale, and the first prospector may accordingly reap 
the reward of his enterprise and outlav. A feature of the regu- 
lations is the facility given for acquisition of small plots of 
land as homesteads at little cost. Beneficial occupation is re- 
quired, failing which the land reverts to the Crown. 

It may be too much to hope that a thriving peasant proprietary 
will be at once evolved from a class whose standard of comfort 
is reached by little more than a bare subsistence gained in the 
pleasant pursuit of fishing, hunting, and trapping, but the 
natural wealth of the Crown forests must in time attract 
outside capital. British Guiana contains over 110,000 
square miles, of which the merest fringe along 
the coast and the river banks has been cultivated or 
worked. Woods of great beauty and variety abound, available 
alike for massive canal and dock works as for the most delicate 
pieces of furniture. Gums of recognised commercial value are 
there also, and of these the rubber obtained from the mimusops 
globosa gives emplovment to many hundreds. This gum, 
although not in itself, [ understand, found the most suitable for 
rubber tyres, has supplied the place of other gum withdrawn 
from the market for that trade and commands a fair price: the 
exports last year rose in value from £20,000 to £30,000. And 
under all, in alluvial deposit and in native rock, lies the gold 
which has so opportunely come to the aid of the Colony in the 
depression of her staple industry. 


Legislation. 


Twenty-five Ordinances were passed during the vear. 
Amongst the subjects dealt with were railway extensions ; amend- 
iment of the Petty Debt Recovery Ordinance; the regulation of 
legal practitioners; a simplification of the mode of collecting 
death duties; amendment of the Constitution Ordinance as re- 
wards the time allowed for the various stages of the registration 


of voters and provision for appeals from the decision of revising 
barristers. 


Education. 


In the Queen’s College of Georgetown provision is made by 
the Government for the education of boys after they have passed 
through a primary school. The course of instruction is the same 
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as that of a public sehool or first grade grammar school in 
“ngland. and the candidates ean be prepared for the matricula- 
tion examination of the University of London which is held in 
the Colony on the usual notice being given. At the Cambridge 
Local Examination held in December, 1897, twenty-five students 
passed. eleven of them with honours, and eighteen marks of 
special distinction were gained. <A sec holarship is awarded 
annually on the result of this examination. It is of the value 
of £200 per annum, tenable for 3 vears, or, if the scholar select 
the medical profession, £150 per annum, tenable for 5 vears. 


There were 80 students at the close of the year, a decrease of 
10 for the year. 


At the annual session of the Combined Court in March a 
committee was appointed to consider whether anv chanve should 
be made in the standard of education afforded at Queen’s College. 


The education of girls is provided for by private schools, 
prominent amongst which are the Ursuline Convent School and 


the Wesleyan Hieh School. 


Other educational endowments include the de Saffon Insti- 
tution, which provides support and education for ten orphans 
or half orphans, and the Mitchell bequest, which offers two 
scholarships tenable at certain approved schools for four years of 
the value of £15 a year. 


Primary education was carried on by grants-in-aid to denom- 
inational schools under the management in most cases of ministers 
of religion, the central authority being the Inspector of Schools. 
The number of state-aided schools at the close of the year was 
210, being an increase of 3 for the year. ‘The grants earned 
amounted to £21,465 7s. 114d. The number of children on the 
books was 28,691, and the cost to the Colony per child examined 
was £1 0s. 103d. 


There are five scholarships tenable for four years awarded 
annually from public funds to primary schools. 


The Commission appointed in December, 1896, to enquire into 
certain aspects of the System of Primary Education, reported in 
July, 1897, and the report is under the consideration of the 
Government. 


Military Hupenditure. 


There are no Imperial troops now stationed in the Colony. The 
defensive forces consist of a semi-military armed force of Police 
numbering with officers and non-commissioned officers 726, and a 
Militia, the streneth of which. including all ranks and the band. 
was at the close of the vear 366. The Combined Court at the 
beginning of the vear had refused to vote any supplies for the 
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Militia save only what was necessary for the upkeep of the two 
quick-firing guns at the Fort and the band, but the votes were 
restored in November and the usual drills and parades were 


resumed. The total cost of the Militia including the band was 
£4,154. 


Civil Establishment. 


Governor Sir Augustus Ilemming, A.C.M.G., left the Colony 
on the 3rd February, 1898, to assume lie Grover aia of Jamaica, 
and His Exeellency Sir Walter Sendall, K.C.M.G., assumed. the 
Government of British Guiana on the 23rd March In the inter- 
val the Government Secretary, Sir Cavendish Bovle, 8.C.MLG., 
administered the Government. 


The Civil Service Comission appointed in 1897 concluded 
their labours, and their report was laid before the Combined 
Court when it assembled for the Annual Session in February, 
1898. Numerous and substantial reduetions in the Civil Estab- 
lishment and in the services exclusive of establishments were re- 
commended, and it has happened that vacancies by death, pro- 
motion or transfer have enabled effect to be given to most of the 
suggested economies in the former class. Besides these, it may 
be added that long prior to the appointment of the Commission 
and during its enquiry, every opportunity for reduction was 
eagerly seized by the Executive Government. The savings 
effected in public oftices alone between the Ist January, 1896, 
and Ist January, 1898, amount to £8.700, and further sums 
avevevating £3,900 have been ar ranged to take place on vacancies 
occurring. The effect of these reductions, coupled with vet 
larger curtailment of the votes for services exclusive of the 
Establishment, was so marked that when the Expenditure for 

1898-9 had been settled the Combined Court estimated that ad- 
ditional taxation of some £18,000 would provide the necessary 
ways and means and a surplus of about £10,000. 


Population. 


The ae of the Colony on the 81st December, 1897, 
was estimated at 28U484. There had been an excess of births 
over deaths, the figures being 9.655 and 8,000 respectively, but 
emigration had exceeded immigration bv 466. 


The Census of 1891 shewed the following distribution :— 


City of Georgetown and Town of New Amsterdam... 62,079 
On Sugar Estates 3 so oe ee .. 90492 
Villages and Settlements ... re ae we P25,780 
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Criminal Statistics. 


The Criminal Statistics are about normal, but the majority 
of classes shew slight reductions. 7 


The total number of offences reported to the Police was 9,654, 
and the apprehensions and summonses 22,468. Summary con- 
victions rose to 11,721, while convictions in the Supreme Court 
numbered 119. 


Amongst the summary convictions, fines were paid in 5,975 
cases, 3,043 chose the alternative of imprisonment, and peremp- 
tory imprisonment was imposed in 1,492 cases. There were 114 
sentences of corporal punishment, chiefly for preedial larceny, 
offences against property, and assaults and other offences against 
the person. This includes the whipping of juvenile offenders. 


The employment of convicts on the construction of roads in 
the interior, which had proved satisfactory in 1896, was continued 
during the year under review, and in this way some minor works 
of development have been carried out which otherwise might 
have been prohibitively costly. 


There was no increase in the number of juvenile offenders, and 
the inmates of the Boys’ Industrial School at Onderneeming and 
the Girls’ Reformatory remained at their normal figure. 
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Lunatic Asylum. 


There is again a slight increase in the lunacy statistics. The 
daily average in the Asylum during the past year was 676 (428 
males and 248 females), as against 665 in the previous year. The 
admissions numbered 171. 79 patients were discharged, of 
whom 75 had recovered, and 4 were relieved. 78 died during the 
year. The Asylum stands in extensive grounds which permitted 
of 162 patients being employe in agricultural work. 96 worked 
at trades, and 82 in household or domestic work. 


Manual restraint, further than interference between patients 
quarrelling, or to prevent injury, has not been resorted to for 
many vears. The inmates were classified as follows: — 


Maniacal and dangerous a sb . 82 
Quiet chronic a ashe ee ae ... 453 
Melancholic and Suicidal a = ee We 
Idiotic, Paralytic, Epileptic sac _ ... 68 
675 

Leper Asylums. 


The male Asylum at Mahaica and the female Asylum at 
Gorchum contained at the close of the year 374 inmates, of whom 
109 had been admitted during the year, 41 had died, and 33 had 


absconded. The disease shewed itself in the following forms :— 
Males. Females. Total. 
Anesthetic 2K ¢, coop, 208 52 210 


Tubercular aa Py .. 60 26 76 
Mixed eee eae oes ... 66 |4 80 
366 


‘Chere were tour non-leprous children; one case of yaws, and 
one doubtful case. 


There are other charitable institutions in the Colony. The 
Alms Ifouses in Georgetown and New Amsterdam contain 966 
inmates, the Orphan Asylum 9: children, and the Catholic 
Urphanage 49 girls, all except the last named supported from 
public funds. 


In addition to the above, about £10,000 is spent yearly in 
out-door poor relief. 
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Savings Banks. 


There was again a slight increase in the deposits in the 
Treasury Savings Banks, the amount standing at credit of de- 
positors on dist December, 1897, being £258,851. 3% 18 paid on 
deposits up to £312 10s., and the funds are duly invested. The 
expenditure amounted to £6,521 and the revenue to £8,530. 


The nuimber of Post Ofhce Savings Banks was increased by 
five and there are now twenty-seven. They have steadily grown 
in public favour. In 1892-3 the deposits amounted to £12,500. 
In 1896-7 they had risen to £50,373, and in the year under review 
they reached £3+,217. On these deposits also interest at the rate 
of 3% is paid. 


Postal and Telegraph. 


Postal business proper shews a slight decrease. The total 
number of articles posted fell to 1,897,236. Inland Money 
Orders to the extent of £30,191 were issued. Foreign Money 
Orders shew an increase as regards the United Kingdom and the 
United States. The Orders issued on India during this, their 
second year, amounted to £1,967. 


Three country Post Offices were added during the year and 
there are now 69 in the Colony. Of these J9 are Telegraph 
Stations, d+ are Money Order Offices, 26 are Savings Banks, and 
8 are travelling ottices. 


The length of Telegraph lines thrcughout the Colony is 451 
iniles, and there are 17 cables with an avgregate length of 81 
wiles. 64,949 paid messaves were sent, and 18,245 service 
messages. ‘The total gross revenue derived was £4,246. 


The Public Telephone Service in Georgetown had 457 renters. 
The charges are £5 for business premises and £2 10s. for private 
houses, There is also a small service in the Town of New 
Aumsterdam, aud the Police Stations in Georgetown have their 
own separate service. 


The cost of maintenance, exclusive of salaries, of the Tele- 
graph and Tclephone Services, was £791, and the total receipts 
44,246. 

We tecrologieal. 


The rainfall returned, after three dry years, to the proportions 
of the early nineties. Careful records are kept at the Botanic 


= a a 


BRITISH 
GUIANA, 
1897-8. 


—_k 


26 COLONIAL REPORTS-—ANNUAL. 


British Gardens, and the following figures give the rainfall in each of 
re ae the last ten years : — 


a 1889 sie sas airs os 123 inches. 


1890... oa. eae 18D, 
91. kee eee «sd, 
1892-3... 0 ae wa A « 
1898-4... oo... «we we Id, 
1894-5 ... 0. ae BTC, 
1895-6 ... .. we ws 68 , 
1896-7 ... “a «ae “oe a 
1897-8... ... ae 1B, 


There was no atmospheric disturbance worthy of mention. 


CuarzEs T. Cox, 
Assistant Government Secretary- 


Guiana Public Buildings, 
Georgetown, Demerara. 


8th October, 1898. 
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(II.) Britisk 
; GUIANA, 
Governor Sir W. J. Senpatt to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 1808.9 


—e 


Government House, 
Georgetown, Demerara, 
26th March, 1900. 
Sir, 
I nave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book 
of the Colony for the year 1898-99, together with the report of 
the Assistant Government Secretary thereon. 


I have, &c., 


Watter J. SENDALL, 
Governor. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1898-99. 
FINANCIAL. 


General Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue and expenditure for the year compared with that 
for the vear 1897-98 shows,in round numbers, an increase in 
revenue of £20,496 and a decrease in expenditure of £39,168. 
The details are as follows: — 


Revenue. 


Se 


= 1897-98, | 1398-99. 
£ a | £ 8s. da, 
Customs... ew | 287,610 0} | 304,366 4 4 
Excise revenue... =... =... | 123,460 17 114 | 119,840 18 Us 


Stamps. s,s | 2170 14H! 93,970 4 9 
Foes und taxes ... ses ses Seis | 2,815 19 83 2,768 13 34 


Government lands, houses, and estab- 


6,783 17 14 6,504 4 0 
lishments. 


Post oftice and telegraph oo ids 5,818 5 1 5,900 4 44 
Crown lands... kas is ag 7,207 2 34 6,037 18 6 
Gold industry... i ite ot 23,225 17 11} 22,149 8 10 
Miscellaneous... “ds beg ae 6,475 13° Os 18,166 3 10 


Interest ... woe wee sve es 11,721 18 113 7,263 4 10 
Repayment of loans and advances, 9,078 4 10} 8,897 16 104 


Total ee 505,368 12 3 | 525,8.5 1 25 
et 
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BrItTIsA ELapenditure. 
GUIANA, GEIS paisa eee een ee a eee 
1898-9, 
di a | 1897-98. | 1898-99, 
eee _— : gest cee wf 
BS s. ad b a od. 
His Excellency the Governor... | 6,167 16 2 5,205 7 O04 
| 
Government Secretariat eis we | 4907 2 O08 4,863 2 44 
Receiver General Sek as ». 15,930 11 14,981 7 9 


8 
Customs ... ie ee ee see 12,108 13 7 11374 9 7 
2 


Colonial Civil Engineer sis wee. 8203 17 7,015 9 7 


Public works _... aoe sts sie 21,803 2 24 21,106 17 33 


Crown Lands Department _... we + 7,815 7 1 7,975 10 3 


Harbours ss ie be ee 1,002 8 6} 1,054 2 7 


Immigration—one third 33,603 4 11 20,928 18 10 


| 
Poor, including alms houses ... =. 20,657 15 7 17744 0 1 


Post office wees wee wee | BOB G6 TE} 29,361 15 9 


1,884 2 O§ 


Auditor General vee seis re 3,279 6 5} 3,037 1 114 
Government Agent, North ee 2,115 10 8} 


District. 
Education :— | 
Queen's College | 2759 16 11 | 2744 7 44 
Primary education eae | Q47R0 7 4h 24,909 2 1 
| 1 
| 


Orphan asylum _... nee el 1313 11 2 


Girl's reformatory... 0 6. eee 587 1,260 13 114 


21314 7 ds 


Onderneeming school ... eas 2,080 3. 6 2,066 5 5 
b 
Medical Department... one faves, B22 O22: 3.13 | 
| 
6 9 | 


Hospitals and asylums... a eee (00,017 9 34,327 3 2 
Police... a Ss se we) 6042615 9 5iAd2 3 74 


Prisons... sat ade — 7 15,394 15 44° 15.000 19) 4 


Botanic gardens... ees see sil 4,064 13° 7 3,902 120.0 
Militia... sia a sae bios $3,028 18 0 9,435 2 7 
Registration ... she a3 eee 14x86 23 : 1308 1s ou 


| 
Government laboratory ws a 144i 1 O$ | 14) OO 33 
| 


Central Board of Health me ne 2997 16 74 PRt] tH ok 
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Le pendture—continued, BRitisi 
, : GUIANA, 
| , 158-9. 
— 1897-98. LROR8-99, 
Be Shy te Sa ee ee te) eee ete eee 
£ BS 
Judicial ... ac és bis oe 33,237 5 84° 29,754 18 113 
Ministers of relivion, missionaries, «c. 22572 8 1 , 22,593 12 8 
I 
Department of mines ... atts — 3770 3 5 | 8,039 120 14 
Commissioner, Essequebo, and Pome- 2473 18 5 2617 9 9 
roon Rivers. ! 
Steam communication ... oe eis 23,048 6 2 18,617 5 11 


West India and Panama Telegraph 4,792 17 6 
Company. 
Roads... sh a ae 22,900 17 34 


4479 3 4 
20,138 5 14 


| 
Vaccination sxe ues aa as 137 4 °=«5 | 129 18 0 
D'Urban course... es ih sos 200 0 0 _ 

Municipal ss ase sea as 10,506 19 7 | 11,688 6 8 
Royal Agricultural Society... aus 1,041 13 4 : 1,041 13 4 
Miscellaneous, unforeseen, &c. ve 10,335 14 34 | 9374 4 14 
Superannuation allowances _... ‘us 17,062 5 1 19,706 11 19 
Public debt a we ens is 47,672 17 3 42,729 8 9 
Interest ... ies T way ie 4,291 11 3 4,975 4 23 
Amounts provided by resolution of 4,090 18 2 5,198 15 114 


combined Court. 
Amounts not provided... tos ae 3,852 4 53 1d44 15 5 


Total ae ee | 504,556 9 3 525,387 10 6 


The tutal revenue and expenditure for the last five years has 
been :— 


| 


— Revenue. ! Expenditure. 

£ a a, £ 8. a. 

1804-95 sis 588,245 2 9 586,486 3° 1 
1X95-96 wie 567,749 13 5} 996,493 0 10 
1896-97 eae AL,TT4 16 4 590,016 3 1 
TROTAUR. nae is 503,368 120 3 | 964,556 9 3 
TX8-99 ase oie 525,865 1 2 | 525,387 10 6 


a 


eet th Ret 
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TAXATION. 


As regards the Customs Duties, the principal changes in taxa- 
tion which took effect during the year were an increase of duty on 
confectionery, including sweetened preserves, from 5 to ¢ cents per 
pound, on fish, pickled, and all other sorts, from 23 to 00 cents 
per barrel of 200 Ihs., on malt liquor, in wood, from 12 to 16 
cents per gallon, in bottles, per dozen reputed quarts, from 30 
to 40 cents, and per dozen reputed pints, from 15 to 20 cents: 
on matches including vestas, from 40 to 60 cents per 14,440 
matches; on spirits and strong waters from $3 to $3 30 per 
proof gallon; on sweetened spirits, liqueurs, &c., when entered 
so aso indicate that the strength is not to be tested, from $4 to 
$4.50 a gallon; on tea, from 12 to 16 cents per pound; on 
waters, aérated or mineral, from 8 to 16 cents per dozen reputed 
pints; on wine of all descriptions in wood from 88 cents to 
$1 per gallon; on wine of all other descriptions, in bottle, 
from $2 40 to $3 per dozen reputed quarts; and from $1 20 
to $1 50 per dozen reputed pints. The duty on tobacco in leaf 
was reduced in the several classes as follows: — 


——— a a 


— — | 1898-99, 1897-118, 


Tobacco, in leaf :— | 
If in packages contain- ; Containing 101bz. or per lb. 
ing not less than | more of moisture 
800 Ibs. in every 100 Ibs. 


, weight thereof. 0 40 0 60 


| 

| 

| 

| 

Nitto. , Containing less than per Ib. | 

10 lbs. of moisture | 
' Jn every 100 Ibs. 

| weight thereof. 0 60 

If in packages contain- | Containing 10 Ibs. or per Ib. 

ing less than 8001bs. | more of moisture 
in every 100 lbs. 

weight thereof. 0 60 


Ditto. Containing less than per Ib. 

10 }bs. of moisture 

in every 100 Ibs. 
| weight thereof. 0 80 
| 


0 90 


Salt was removed from the schedule of exemptions and placed 
on the specific list, paying, when admitted by the Comptroller 
of Customs as fine, $1 per 200 lbs., and when admitted as 
coarse, in bulk, $0 75 per 200 lbs. 


Onions (vegetables) were removed from the schedule of ex- 
emptions and placed on the specific list at 4 cent per lb. 

Direct taxation. The arrangement ‘which existed prior to 
Ist April, 1895, under which two-thirds of the cost of immi- 
gration was borne by the planters and one-third by general 
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revenue, having been reverted to, the tax of $1.35 per acre of 
land under cane cultivation, payable by the proprietors of sugar 
plantations in diminution of the amounts payable by the em- 
plovers of indentured immigrants to the Immigration Fund, 
was restored to the figure at which it previously stood, viz., $2.50 
per acre. 


The licence for a bicycle or other cycle tor hire was raised 
from $3 to $4, and in the case of hackney carriages, four wheeled 
carriages and horses, ponies and mules, a reduction of $2 was 


made. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The following figures taken from the Financial Statement for 


terest. 
Excess of expendi- 
Deposits not bearing 118,115 |) ture over amount 
ees ' of bends, Ordin- 
| ance 18 of 1896 ... 2,534 
Unelaimed balances 9,388 : | 
4 


Deposits bearing in- = 102,615 Cash dies ane 73,105 


Paid from general 
cash tor redemp- 
tion of bonds, Ord. 


7 of 1887... Sue 16,300 


i 
: 91,939 
i 


Less—amount rais- 
ed for estimated 
cost of — public 
works and pur- 
poses, not yet ex- 


pended. ... sss id 2O 


£ 
Cash held for sink- 7,977 11,102 80,837 
| ing fund  invest- 
{| ment. 


| Advances ... sive 28,717 
Reserve fund in 31,591 


vested. 


Iexcess of Nabilities 88,973 


nn) 


Total see ooo 230,118 ! 230,118 
| 
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BRITIgsH Tne Prsriic Dest. 
GUIANA, 
1898-9. The Public Debt of the Colony on Jlst March, 1899, was: — 


£ £ 
For sums borrowed for public Aa 697,500 
for which the revenue of the Colony is 
directly pledged. 
Advanced by Crown Agents pending 73,500 771.000 
issue of bonds. — 


For sums borrowed by corporations or 204,791 
public bodies under the author'ty of 
special laws, and on the security of the 
revenue of the Colony. 


The total amount for which the revenue 975,791 
of the Colony is pledged is therefore. 


This amount being £26,404 in excess of the debt on the cerre- 
sponding date of the previous year. 


From and out of the moneys raised by loan for public purposes, 
sums aggregating £:567,780 have been advanced from time to 
time to corporations and public bodies on the security of their 
revenues. The balance of these advances due on the dist March, 


1899, was £224,392. 


The following is a statement of the loans and advances re- 
ferred to in the preceding paragraph :— 


To the Mayor and Town Council of George- 105,417 
town. 

To the Mayor and Town Council of New = 18,645 
Amsterdam. 

To the Commissioners in a'd of water supply 122,167 
works. | 

To the Commissioners of Vlissengen we £1,216 

Demerara-Fssequebo railway se .. 41,667 

Miscellaneous loans recoverable — we = 88,668 


Full provision is made annually for sinking funds and interest 
of all loans raised by the Government. 
CURRENCY. 


Accounts are kept in dollars and cents. British sterling is 
current and legal tender. 
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There are also remaining some old silver tokens, half guilders 
and guilders (one guilder being equal to 1/4). 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Georgetown on the Demerara River, with a population of 
53,000, and New Amsterdam on the Berbice River, population 
8,900, are the two principal towns of the Colony. There is a 
mayor and town council in each who have power to raise local 
revenues. 


The total revenue of Georgetown amounted to £5,788, of 
which a tax of 2°5 on houses and land yielded £33,388, public 
markets, £4,676, and water rates £2,976. The expenditure was 
£53,107, the principal items being bonds redeemable and inter- 
est account, £9,946; fire brigade, £5,427 (the Government pay 
one moiety of this); labour and sanitary superintendence, 
£6,148; street lighting, £3,231; salaries, $2,866; water works 
working expenses, £3,616. 


Under Ordinance 1 of 1896, borrowing powers are conferred 
on the mayor and town council to the extent of £104,000, but 
not more than £10,200 can be raised in any one year. Under 
these powers sums amounting to £28,500 have been raised and 
expended on works connected with sanitation and water supply. 
The drainage of the city has continued to improve and many of 
the drains, both large and small, are laid with concrete. 


There is a furnace for the destruction of city refuse. 


The total revenue of New Amsterdam was £9,444, in which 
is included a balance of £1,106 from the previous year. The total 
expenditure was £8,628. 


Ordinance No. 10 of 1899 gave the mayor and town council 
borrowing powers to the extent of £16,666 for the carrying out 
of such improvements within the town as in the opinion of the 
council can be conveniently defrayed out of the rates and taxes 
levied in any one year. The amount which may be raised in any 
one vear is limited to £6,250. 


Bartica, a small town at the junction of the Essequibo and 
Massaruni Rivers,is managed bya Board of Commissioners who 
have power to levy rates for municipal purposes. 


There were 23 villages with a population of 32,573. In some 
cases two villages are worked as one. Councillors are elected 
by proprietors of village lands and the affairs of the village are 
entrusted to them. They have powers to levy rates and carry 
out necessary works of maintenance. The total revenue for the 
year amounted to £5,494 and the expenditure to £5,609. 


The following comparative statements show the total revenue 
and expenditure of the municipalities of Georgetown and New 
Amsterdam for the last five years: — 


thd | Sed (' 
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GEORGETOWN. 
Year. Revenue. | Expenditure. purple een 
Bavenue: over Revenue, 
£ £ £ £ 
1894-95 ove 51,555 55,735 — 4,180 
1895-96 oe 52,211 54,383 — 2,171 
1896-97 — 51,411 51,057 — 601 
1897-98 ee 53,115 53,717 354 — 
1898-99 wei 53,788 53,107 681 — 
7 | 
NEw AMSTERDAM. 
Year. Revenue. | Expenditure. Sh as Exponditare 
| Revenue. | over Revenue. 
£ L : ad Ba 
1894-95 ive 7,667 11,322 — 3,654 
1895-96 we 8,084 12,935 — 4,850 
1896-97 ate 10,271 9,212 1,058 — 
1897-98 ses 8,934 7,828 1,106 — 
1898-99 se 9,444 8.628 . 861 — 


Dersts oF MUNICIPALITIES AND BOARD, SHOWING PROVISION FOR 
PAYMENT. 


At 31st December the total debt of the Municipality of George- 
town was £91,933. Annual provision for re-payment is made 
in accordance with the several Ordinances governing the matter. 
The yearly instalments form a first charge on the revenues of 
the Municipality, and on the estimate for 1899 a sum of £8,305 
is voted towards the redemption of the debt, to which must be 
added an amount of £3,540 for interest. 


The amount of £12,183 is due by the Municipality of New 
Amsterdam on loans received from the Government. This debt 
is being liquidated out of the general municipal revenues in half- 
vearly instalments of £565 including interest payable on the 
530th June and 31st December in each vear. 
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Imports anD Exports. 


36 


The fullowing are the chief articles imported during the year 
under review, as compared with similar imports for the previous 


ie 2 en 


Value. 


year — 
Article. : = as 
1897-98, 
hc ; “ae 
Beef, pickled... — Ses ce 15,037 
Butter... ix ies see ee 18,163 
Coal Bes es ae a oe 35,449 
Fish, dried ae ae ee ae 45,358 
Flour... ae iets see aes ! 139,107 
Lumber. pine... ais “ee eas 3 22,253 
Malt liquor... svi sas Maat’ 17,469 
Oats as ee ae es See 9,230 
Oil, petroleum ... ons sie bac | 10,035 
Oil, other — ee wis is | 15,375 
Pork, pickled... ace sues | 31,854 
Grain and pulse ‘ee | 21,169 
Rice keenest ee | 95,033 
Soap, common ... oes or 11,243 
Tobacco, leaf... eee ses sists 7,004 
Tobacco, manufactured eae aa 6,415 
Bicycles and tricycles ... ae Fok | Not enumerated. 
Boots and shoes seis des 25,692 
duildiny materials aes 6,924 
Clothing ae see ses sis 7.536 
Drugs and apothecaries wares... at 9,253 
Estate supplies ... ees see ese 21,415 
Haberdashery and millinery ... aes 25.038 
Hardware and cutlery... eee ous | 2R OD 


1898-99, 
20,760 
17,478 
37,105 
45,501 

130,07 

18,318 
18,524 
10.070 
12.656 
15,187 
40,137 
24,238 

105,631 
12,606 
10,246 

6,308 
8,046 
32,440 
9,192 
6,506 
8,060 
19,679 
26,136 
32,206 


C2 
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| 
| Value 
as Article. “eae See: 
1897-98. | 1808-99, 
| 
{ 
£ | £ 
Linen, cotton and woollen goods 156,119 151,018 
Brandy ... re a ane 3,218 2,435 
Gin ae ‘ee s ss 3,715 2,228 
Whiskey ves we oy 7,916 0,601 
Sugar machinery : gs 33,381 | 38,758 
Other machinery 39,372 | 10,205 
Manures... des 72,596 76,412 
Potatoes... ies ss ss 13,498 15,909 


The quantities and values of the principal articles exported 
during the same periods, distinguishing colonial from foreign 
produce, are as follows: — 
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Articles. 


Sugar eee 
Run ... eos 


Molasses sas 


Timber ‘ts 
Shingles 
Ralate jae 


Bullion (Raw gold) 


Hides 


Cattle 


Charcoal 


Cocoa 


Local Produce. 


. Tons. 


£ 


. Galls. 
£ 


. Galls. 


eC 


~~ 


. Cub. feet 
£ 


| 
{ 
| 


1897-98. 


100,840 
1,023,523 
3,104,448 

132,586 

471,400 

9,820 
283,034 
19,411 
1,334,850 
1,119 
490,443 
30,812 
124,328 
453,723 
6,216 
460 

183 

XR 
62,790 
8,176 
104.965 
2,491 


re ee 
a a eee ee ee ee —$—_————— 


1898-99, 


96,648 
1,040,982 
2,723,987 

144,712 
574,458 

11,968 
250,463 

16,884 

1,961,300 

1,685 
468,569 
28.195 
112,465 
414,447 
6,08] 
1,238 
401 
1.286 
6,182 
U, 934 
55,170 
1,431 
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Foreign Produce. BRITISH 


GUIANA, 
eel ae aa ie arn ~~ 1898-9. 
Articles. | 1897-98. | 1898-99, — | 
& ob sa, Beier byte ees , ph Se oases 9 
Beef (pickled) ...  .. Bris. _ 987 865 
£ | 2,352 2,418 7 
| 
Fish (dried ) i .. Cwt. | 3,898 2.051 | 
£ 7 3.243 1,802 
Flour... wks soe .. ris. 11,672 12,134 
£ 12,791 12,503 7 
f 
Machinery ... ae te | 1,424 1.00% | 
Malt liquor ... ia eae & 1,098 1,238 | 
Onions dee ee we Lbs. 344,048 400,280) 
£ 1,902 1,476 : 
Pork ... a st .. Bris. 373 d01 
£ 1.071 1.610 | 
Pulse ce bee .. Lbs. 306.050 | 45731") 
£ 1,543 2,084 — 
Rice ... se sa ...» Lbs. 3,778,407 1,584,077 7 
£ 10,692 7.498 : 
The average prices obtained for the principal products exported r | 
during the year under report, as compared with the previous 
year, viz., Sugar and its by-products, are shewn below :— : 
ass fe , ae 
— 1897-98. 1898-99. 
1 £8 a fox d 
Sugar, vacuum pan, sold in the United | 10 8 4 11 12 O 
Kingdom, per ton. 
Sugar, refining, sold in the United 911 8 10 18 & 
States, per ton. 
Sugar, molasses sold in the United 716 3 8 6 8 
States, per ton. 
Rum, per puncheon —... sia ae 4 5 5 315 0 
Molasses, vacuum pan, per puncheon 23 9 210 VY 


of 10) gals. yellow V.P. 


Molaszes, Muscovado, grocery ayes 38.8 9 3.07 ~«0 


atta C3 
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It will be observed that there was a falling off in the export 
of sugar in 1898-99 of 4,192 tons, as compared with the previous 
year, while rum fell short to the extent of 380,461 gallons. 
Molasses, however, shows an increase of 103,058 gallons. The 
extreme wet season at the end of 1897 and the early part of 
1898 no doubt accounts in great measure, if not entirely, for the 
shortage referred to above. 


The average prices obtained compare, however, very favourably 
with those of the previous year, being in every instance higher. 


The total imports and exports for the last five years are 
follows : — | 


1894-95 


1895-96 
1896-97 
1897-98 
1898-99 


1,341,709 
1,282,975 
1,371,412 


| 
i 
¢ | 
ss 1,668,750 
ee 1,443,553 


Exports. 


| | British, foreign, 
Colonial produce. and other 


| Total. 
Colonial produce. 


» 


£ 


= £ 

1894-95 1,911,497 128,403 9.039,901 
1295-96 1,667,935 | 101,564 1,769,500 
1896-97 1,792,648 106,808 1,899,457 
1897-98 1,687,829 95,025 1,783,764 
1898-99 1,673,013, 102,678 1,775,691 
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The imports of the past year were derived from the following Britis 
sources ;: — GUIANA, 


1898-9. 
£ 


_ United Kingdom she me “a 762,187 
British possessions _.., sae .» 165,036 
United States ... ee ae Bes 381,356 


Foreign countries a sei dies 62,830 
Total ee we = =1,371,409 


The destination of the exports of the year were : — 
a 

To United Kingdom ... sat .. 782,167 

To British Colonies... ies ee 18,897 

To United States uae see au 847,115 

To Foreign countries ... ae eee 24,832 


Total ns we =1,673,011 


The total trade of the Colony for the year was divided in the 
following proportions : — 


per cent. 
United Kingdom _.,.. sa ce we = 30°7 
British possessions... sia eae ee. “OF 
United States Pee diss nas ... 40°4 
Foreign countries... ses aa ee . 22°9 


The import trade from the United States during the past five 
years has reached the following amounts: — 


Year. £ 

1894-95 ae he woe §=935,785 
1895-96... Sls bas ase --- 381,646 
1896-97... si re ess ss 299 751 
1897-98 wae acess, BAB 
1898-99... see sais coe wee | 81,356 


It is to be expected that as the export trade with the United 
States expands the import trade will grow. By imposing a 
countervailing duty on bounty-fed sugars the United States have 
opened a market for Colonial grown sugar, inasmuch as cane 


5G C 4 


ine - 


=e 
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sugar is allowed to compete on equal terms with the beet sugars 
of the Continent. The export of sugar to the United States dur- 
ing the past five years has been as follows: — 


Year. Tons. 
1894-95 knee tee teen £8,762 
1895-96... = ae ei we. «63,459 
1896-97 ... sas ae sae wee «09,672 
1897-98 ... nt si bs wee §=©6 9,194 
IR98-99 gee nce wee eee 78,609 


The imports from the United States show an increase under 
the heads of boots and shoes, bicycles, hardware, and coal,—the 
latter mainly on account. of strikes in the coal trade in the 
United Kingdom permitting the United States to obtain a foot- 
ing in the supply which they are likely to maintain. 


The general increase in the import trade from the United 
States may be regarded as due to the course of trade. 


Minrs, ManvuFacTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


Mines. 


The output of gold for the year 1898-99 amounted to 113,114 
ozs., § dwts., 12 grs., being a decrease of 8,376 ozs., 12 dwts., 
14 grs., as compared with the previous year. The chief deficit 
was fromthe Barima district, and the falling off was 5,637 ozs. 
Two other districts show a considerable decrease, in three the loss 
was small, and there was an increase in three. Nearly the whole 
of the gold was alluvial, only some 1,854 ozs. being derived from 
quartz mines. Most of the mines remained shut down through- 
out the year. The causes of the decreased output may be as- 
cribed to the exhaustion of the larger and richer claims and the 
non-discovery of new ones. The facilities for the sale and 
hypothecation of gold have been largely taken advantage of. 
5,290 parcels, aggregating 12,081 ozs., were dealt with in this 
way, as against 3,056 parcels, weighing 7,061 ozs., the previous 
vear. The labourers registered were 21,154 as against 27,147. 


The Bartica-Caburi Road, some 60 miles in length, was com- 
pleted during the vear. It has not been used very much. The 
Barima-Barama Road was largely used by the gold-diggers from 
Haima to Arakaka. The portion of 1t from the Barima Mines 
to Arakaka was completed. 
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Postal service was established in the Cuyuni and Puruna dis- 
tricts. The rainfall generally was less than the previous year, 
and the health of the diggers much about the same as in 1897-98. 
‘he various camps are being gradually improved, the number 
of deaths from all causes, including accidents, was 111, as against 
147. 


The probable future prospects are distinctly favourable, all 
that is required is more capital and more careful attention to 
the industry. Nothing has as yet been done in the way of dredg- 
ing the various rivers, where they are suspected of bearing allu- 
vial gold, but there is every reason to believe that very handsome 
returns will reward those who undertake this branch of mining 
with good appliances and business capabilities. Geological 
surveys were made of the Potaro, Conawarook, Omai, Demerara, 
and part of the Essequebo Rivers, and the knowledge acquired, 
though not as yet published, points to the gold-bearing regions of 
these rivers being very much more extensive than was formerly 


believed. 


Manufactures. 


The principal manufactories are worked in connection with 
suvar estates, of which there are 60 in cultivation throughout 
the Colony. In Georgetown there are 3 iron work foundries and 
machine shops and 2 steam sawmills. At Christianburg on the 
Demerara River, there is a water power mill for cutting timber 
scantling and planks. ‘There are also in Georgetown gasworks 
and plant for generating electricity for lighting purposes; 4 
steam wood working factories; 1 steam bakery; 1 biscuit 
manutactory ; 2 cocoa manufactories; 1 cigar and 1 match manu- 
factory; a tannery; andadairy. At Mahaicony there are cocoa- 
nut oil and fibre mulls. 


Fisheries. 
There is abundance of fish in the waters of the Colony, but as 


an industrial pursuit fishing is comparatively neglected. 


Deep sea fishing has been established and the market is well 
supplied with grouper, dolphin, red snapper, &c. 


Lanp GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 


In the new Crown Lands Regulations which came into force 
on the Ist Mav, 1898, many important alterations were intro- 
duced. The Crown Surveyor in his report for the year ended 
March, 1899, states “the acquisition of land has been made 
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““much cheaper and easier,—a special feature being the grant- 
“ing of small tracts of land as homesteads—a provision which 
‘has been taken advantage of to a very great extent. It is, how- 
“ever, too early for me to venture an opinion as to the results 
‘of this concession.” 


The area of homestead tracts varies from 5 to 25 acres, and the 
cost of survey is 10 cts. per acre; the fees for reporting on appli- 
cations for tracts of land for woodcutting, ballata, &c., have 
been reduced from $5 to $1, and fees for recording the same 
from $10 to $1. Royalties on products from Crown Lands have 
also been reduced, those on timber, shingles, &c., by 33$%, on 
charcoal by 50%, and on stone from 5 cts.to lct. perton. Fees 


- for registration of labourers have been abolished. 


Under the Acreage Tax Ordinance passed in December, 1898, 
a tax of 3 cts. per acre is now leviable on land uncultivated or 
not otherwise beneficially occupied throughout the Colony, with 
the exception of sugar plantations. 


During the year 72 grants by purchase representing 5,/65 
acres were made, as against 45 grants representing 3,793 acres in 
the previous vear. The grants of occupancy for woodcutting and 
cultivation number 42 covering 13,610 acres: in 1897-98 there 
were issued 34 such grants in respect of 9,942 acres. 


The land when empoldered will yield almost every known 
tropical vegetable and fruit. The timber in the forests is valu- 
able; greenheart, mora, and other varieties of hardwood being 
found in profusion. 


The unallotted area of Crown lands has been variously esti- 
mated at from 76,000 to over 90,000 square miles. An extensive 
portion of this area is, however, as already stated, covered by 
virgin forests. These must be cleared and the land drained 
before the soil can be used for agricultural purposes. 
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The number and tonnage of vessels entering and clearing from 
the ports of Georgetown, New Amsterdam, and Barima respec- 
tively during the past year were as follows: — 


Entered. Cleared. 

No. | Tons. No. | Tons. 
= S aceaneeeree 2 SS n> esas 
Georgetown ... ae sie 555 | 318,805 556 | 313,285 
New Amsterdam _... or 45 4,916 63 11,594 
Barima eee ee Jes eee an 

Total 7 609: 323,775 
| 


The number and ae of vessels entering and clearing from 
the ports of the Colony during each of the past five years has 
been as follows: — 


: | 
| Entcred. Cleared. 

a ha oe. 
| No | Tons. | No Tons 
j 
1$4- 95 759 | 327,573 | 747 |: 342,593 
1895-96 656 | 285,305 | 595 | 253,850 
1896-97 sn nee ae 626 | 295,255 659 | 399,974 
1997-98 607 | 304,428 625 | 316,770 
1898-99 609 | 323,775 628 | 324,933 
Z | 

A oe 
LEGISLATION. 


There were twenty-nine Ordinances passed during the year. 
The principal matters dealt with were—Amendment of the Con-. 
stitution Ordinance, whereby members of the Legislature are 
prohibited from voting on any question in which they have 
direct personal pecuniary interest ; Consolidation and Assimila- 
tion of the lawofthe Colony on the subjectof trading companies. 
and associations with the English Companies’ Acts now in force ;. 
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Simplification of method of collecting acreage tax; Maintenance 
of Civil List Establishment for three years from Ist January, 
1899, with provision for reduction of certain stipends in the 
event of vacancies occurring ; Consolidation and amendment of 
Laws relating to Georgetown Town Council; Re-enactment 


and amendment of British Guiana Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company's ()rdinance, the chief amend- 


ments referring to the payment of dividends — on, 
and the redemption of, the scrip capital, and the payment of net 
profit in cash in heu of issuing serip; Provision for the Ex- 
amination and Registration of Chemists and Drugeists, and the 
Regulation of the sale of Drugs and Poisons. 


EDUCATION. 


Large sums of money are annually voted by the Combined 
Court for primary education, and there are at present 210 
schools having 28,689 scholars on the books, with an average 
daily attendance of 15,959, and maintained at a cost of 
$115,223.90, distributed as follows :— 


$ per cent. 
Administration and inspection ... 8,789 lk or 7°62 


Stationery, ofhce, and miscel- 2,167 13 ,, 1°88 
laneous expenses. 


Scholarships and prizes... es 1,309 00 ,, 1:13 


(irants-in-Aid 0. oe eee :1002,958 59 4, 89°35 


Total... ee =115,223 90 


It is required that not less than nine-tenths of the grant shall 
be paid to the teachers and assistant teachers. The remaining 
tenth may be retained by the manager for providing a schvol- 
house, and furnishing it with books and school apparatus. All 
the schools, with the exception of thirteen estate schools, are 
denominational as follows: —Church of England 72, Church of 
Scotland 36, Congregational 30, Wesleyan 29, Roman Catholic 
27, Estate 13, Moravian 2, Lutheran 1. 


The sum of $1.50 is paid for each pass in reading, writing, 
arithmetic, grammar, and geography, and $1 for each pass 
in sewing, and $7.50 for each scholar at an industrial schoo] 
who makes 100 attendances. First class certificated teachers re- 


ceive in addition a salary of £50 per annum, II class £37 10s., 
and III class £20. 
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Queen’s College. 


Secondary education is provided for in the case of boys by 
the Government institution known as Queen’s College, main- 
tained by an annual vote of the Combined Court. The College 
staff consists of a principal who must be a graduate in honours 
of one of the universities of the United Kingdom; of a second 
master, who must also be a graduate in honours; and of three 
assistant masters. There is also a science department in charge 
of a ‘ Professor of Chemistry,” with an assistant demonstrator. 


The curriculum is that of an ordinary English grammar-. 
school, designed for the preparation of pupils for a business, 
professional, or university career. There are classes in Divinity, 
but the institution is entirely undenominational. The average 
attendance of pupils for the past ten years has been 97—mainly 
English or Guianaese, but including a fair number of Portu- 
guese, Chinese, Hast Indians, and other races. 


Private Schools. 


In addition to Queen’s College there are a few private secondary 
schools in the Colony, the oldest established and best known 
among them being the Catholic Grammar School, in connection 
with the Roman Catholic Cathedral. The total average atten- 
dance at these may he estimated at 200—making 300 in all 
receiving secondary education of one form or another. 


' Exhibitions and Scholarships. 


There is a fairly complete system of exhibitions and scholar- 
ships. Four Government primary scholarships are competed for 
every year by boys under 12 from Government, or private, 
aetna schools. They are tenable for four years at Queen's 

ollege, or at any olher secondary school approved of by the 
Governor, and, in case of special merit, the tenure may be ex- 
tended for two years. There is also a Mitchell Scholarship, 
established by private bequest, of the annual value of £15, tenable 
for four years at Queen’s College or elsewhere. This is com- 
peted tor every year by boys under 14 years, and the examina- 
tion is of a higher standard than that for the primary scholar- 
ships. And finally there is a Guiana or University Scholarship 
awarded annually on the result of the Cambridge Senior Local 
Examination, tenable at any university, or at any medical or 
legal school in the United Kingdom. The value of this scholar- 
ship has been fixed at £200 for three years, or at £150 for five 
years in the case of a medical student. Some changes in the 
regulations for the award have been lately under consideration. 
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Local Examinations. 


Georgetown is a centre for the Cambridge University Local 
Examinations, and for those of Edinburgh and of the College of 
Preceptors. The matriculation and other ordinary degree ex- 
aminations of the University of London may also be taken in 


the Colony. 


Secondary Education for Girls. 


The secondary education of girls is left mainly to private 
enterprise. There are several girls’ schools doing excellent 
work. 


The Government encourages them by giving annually two 
scholarships for girls from primary schools, tenable at any 
secondary school approved by the Governor; and, as in the case 
of boys, a Mitchell Scholarship is also awarded annually. 

Prizes in money are given to girls who do well in the Cam- 
bridge Local Examinations, and the Guiana Scholarship i8 open 
to them as well as to boys. 


. 


Industrial, Technical, and Agricultural Schools. 


Under Ordinances No. 1 of 1852 and No. 1 of 1879 provision 
is made for the “ Establishinent of Industrial and Retormatory 
* Schools and for the care and education of destitute and vagrant 
“children,” and for the “Establishment and Regulation of a 
“School tor the instruction and training of vagrant boys and 
* youthful male offenders.” 


At the institution established under the first mentioned Ordi- 
nance there were, on the 3Jlst March, 1899, 92 boys and 42 girls. 
In addition to reading, writing, and arithmetic such of the 
children as are physically fit are taught to cultivate the grass 
fields and flower and kitchen gardens. 


At the Onderneeming School established under Ordinance 1 
of 1879, the daily average of inmates was 142. A small number 
of the boys are trained as carpenters, bakers, and tailors, and in 
the management of farm stock, but the majority are employed 
in the cultivation of the land, of which there are 16} acres in 
cocoa, 28 acres in coffee. and 28 acres in ground provisions, 


BRITISH 
GUIANA, 
1893 -9. 


ee D 


ae 


_— —— ae 


aiid a 


Oo 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


48 


8-6C1 98-26 88-ZFL 009'T 908'I G6E'L oge'¢ Z8E'E1 G8 


ae a ae ee | eee kee 


| 
QL gL¢ ¥8L a1 ~ 
| 


‘worsens | “power | ae | Lar aa ‘poastey | “pamng aoa 

goumog zp, | Teo; u0 | Leseoan | -paiq "66-8681 Ut | OO ER ae 

urgya Zuikp| syyvep Jo “keq " Srna nay ase tare cea SPOUUMPY.: || sees 

adeyueoeg | ofeyue1eg LUIVOLO Uy 
“posieyqosiq 


{ 


——— a 


oEl 001 913 ¥ = 
€0L LYS 029'T g9 = 
928 967 886'1 OI ; 
L0¢‘¢ PIG T ¥18°8 $69 ae 


eeo [810], 


“** BUUBYABIOW 
see souseg 
“+ semppng 

WIEploysUIY MON 


*** 1M090SI004) 


—: SULMOTOJ 94} M0IzZ porayyed aq Aut s_eqidsoy [B1dAAX AY} UT aNOp FIOM JT, 


‘siesuedsip paytyenb Jo asivyo m1 yy0q ‘sqolIIwIp plod o18j,0g pus peabe kal ayy ut peyidsoy Aavsuadsip & Os]¥ st 919 J 


*qU9T14BI14 SNOIZIZBID dAIOIOI Aed 04 ploge jouusd) OYA aSOYyy Woy 7 : 
‘sposudso Fy 


“SNOILOLIISN] INSANAGAOL) 


mojO7) ayi at speyideoy oyqnd aay 1B a1aq J, 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. + 


75,358 persons, exclusive of the above, received treatment ag 
out-patients at the several hospitals. 


Asylums. 


Lunatic Asylum.—tThere is little variation in the lunatic sta- 
tistics. The daily average in the asylum during the year was 
674.1 (427.9 males and 246.1 females), as against 677.8 (428.9 
males and 248.9 females) in the previous year. There is a greater 
difference, however, in the number of admissions: the figures 
falling from 171 in 1897-8 to 149 in the present year. 76 patients 
were discharged cured and 7 were relieved. The deaths num- 
bered 85, of which 45 were males and 40 females. In his annual 
report on the institution the Medical Superintendent writes : — 
“The hygienic condition of the asylum has been satisfactory. 
" There has been an entire freedom from any infectious disease, 

“and the general health has been good, considering the helpless 

“state of a large number of patients. No mechanical restraint 

‘or seclusion has been employed during the year.” 


The sixty acres of cultivated grounds about the institution 
provided employment for a gang of 169. 109 worked at trades. 
and household and domestic work provided employment for 99. 
The inmates were classified as follows :— 


Maniacal and Dangerous re “hs .. 80 
Quiet Chronic a tee FLO 
Melancholy and Suicidal a ne ais we 0 
Idiotic, Paralytic, Epileptic —... ‘is .. «=: 66 

656 


Leper Asylum.—aAt the close of the vear the asylum for males 
at Mahaica contained 292, and that for females at Gorchum 98, 


giving a total of 390. 


The following which gives the sinters at the end of decennial 


periods for the last thirty years will show the steady rise of the | 


-asylums : — 


In 1869 there were 218 inmates. 
GAOL . ¢: 5» 245 
5» 1889 _,, 
», 1899 __,, 


The disease shewed itself in the following forms :— 


Males. Females. Total. 


Anesthetic os sae 161 47 208 
Tubercular ao Loe 50 29 ri!) 
Mixed i _ Per 70 14 84 
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There were 6 non-leprous children ; 7 cases of yaws; 3 doubt- 
ful cases; 2 syphilitic, and 1 of epethelioma. 


The unfortunate inmates of these institutions are encouraged 
to work as far as their physical condition will allow. On this 
point the Medical Superintendent reports as follows :—* the in- 
‘mates do most things for themselves now, and the farm is. 
‘practically worked by them under the supervision of. one of 
“the older members. It yielded 53,387 lbs. plantains, 21,263 
“lbs. cassava, and 222 lbs. of other vegetables. The indoor 
“work in the different shops continues to be carried on and the 
“turn out is amply sufficient. A minor industry, the manu- 
“facture of cocoanut oil, was started. Ina few years the Asvlum 
“will no douht be able to make sufficient for its wants.” 


Poor Houses. 


On the 3lst March, 1899, there were 645 inmates at the Alms: 
House, Georgetown. Of these, 479 were males and 166 females. 
In New Amsterdam, the Alms House gave shelter at the same 
date to 208 destitute persons: the males numbered 146, and the 
females 62. These figures compare favourably with those for 


the year 1897-8, when in Georgetown the numbers were 527 


males and 223 females: in Berbice, 160 mates, 61 females. 


The total expenditure on the Alms House, Georgetown, for 
the year was £6,244; on the Alms House, Berbice, £2,453. 


In addition to the above there was an expenditure of £8,208. 
on out-door relief throughout the Colony. 


Savings Banks. 


The amount standing at credit of depositors in the three 
Treasury Savings Banks on the 31st December, 1898, was 
£251,393; on the same date in 1897 the amount was £238,351, 
as against £254,499 on 3lst December, 1896; thus showing a 
steady upward tendency for the last three years. 3% is paid on 
deposits up to £312 10s. and the funds are duly invested. The 
axpenditure for the year under review amounted to £6,747, and 
the revenue to £8,815. 


The Post Office Savings Banks remain at the same figure as 
last year, viz., 27. 


In his annual report for the 12 months ending 31st December, 
1898, the Postmaster General writes: —“ No special extension of 
“the system occurred during the year, but * * * there was a strik- 
“ing increase of business, notwithstanding the general depres- 
“sion in the Colony. The year commenced with 5,995 accounts, 
“and closed with 7.225. The number of accounts opened ex- 
“ceeded the number clesed by 1,409.” 
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{n 1892-4 the deposits amounted to £12,500. In 1897-98 they 
had risen to £34,217, and in the year under review they reached 
£43,275. Interest at 3° is also paid on these deposits, and the 
funds are invested. 


Prisons. 


The total number of prisoners committed was 7,005, as againsi, 
6,668 in 1897-98. Of this number 5,297 were committed tor 
purposes of penal imprisonment. The daily average number 
of prisoners, including convicts in the prisons of the colony, was 
689.92, being a trifle higher than in the preceding year, when 
the number was 676.38. 


There were in custody in all the prisons on the Jlst March, 
1899, 682 prisoners, viz., 191 convicts, 433 ordinary male 
prisoners, and 58 female prisoners. 


The total number of deaths was 16 as against 1] in the previous 
year. 


The total amount expended under Establishment and exclu- 
sive of Establishment was £15,515 18s. 9d., as compared with 
£15,277 lbs. 8d. in the preceding year, and £17,194 12s. 5d. 
in 1896-97 


The total gross expenditure, including value and freight of 
stone, was £10,724 lds. 11d., against £15,454 12s. 1d. in 1897-98. 


The average gross cost per head for convicts and ordinary 
prisoners in all the prisons was £22 15s. 10d., the net cost bein 
£14 12s. 10d., as compared with £22 16s. 1lid. and £13 16s. 6d. 
respectively, in the previous year. 


Criminal and Police Statistics. 


‘The criminal statistics as compared with those of the previous 
4 years are normal, although in most instances higher than in 


1897-98. 


The total number of offences reported to the Police was 11,126, 
as against 9,654, and the apprehensions and summonses rose from 
22,468 to 24,601. Summary convictions numbered 12,943, as 


against 11,721 in the previous year. Convictions in the Supreme 
Cour: totalled 185 against 119. 


Amongst the summary convictions, fines were paid in 6,257 
cases. 3,833 chose the alternative of imprisonment, and peremp- 
tory Imprisonment was imposed in 1,604 cases. There wern 16+ 
sentences of whipping, chiefly \preedial larceny, for assaulta and 
other offences against the person, and offences against prog-s by. 
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Population. 


The population of the Colony on the 3lst December, 1898, 
was estimated at 286,222, showing a decrease of 262 as compared 
with the preceding year. | The births during the year 1898 
numbered 8,500 and the deaths 9,706, but there was an excess 
of immigration over emigration of 944. 


The census of 1891 shewed that the population was distributed 
as follows: — . 


City of Georgetown and Town of New 


Amsterdam ae bess - 62,079 
On Sugar Estates eh sak 90,492 
Villages and Settlements... er 125,757 

Total rae sine 278,328 
Publie Health. 


In his annual report for the past year the Surgeon-General 
writes : — 

~The health of the Colony generally was fairly good, in so 
“far that there were no epidemics of a severe type, but the 
‘mortality, which is 34 per thousand, is anything but 
* satisfactory. 


'*” This, I am afraid, will continue as long as the people, 
‘especially the poorer and ignorant classes, persist in neglecting 
“the simplest hygienic principles, and continue to live in over- 
“ crowded, badly ventilated rooms, and to use unwholesome food, 
“especially for young infants. Again, it is satisfactory to report 
‘ that there were no cases of yellow fever or small pox, although 
“the latter disease at one time prevailed in the neighbouring 
“Republic of Venezuela, which necessitated strict quarantine. 


‘The principal diseases were malarial fevers, intestinal affec- 
“tions, influenza, and a large number of cases of pneumonia, 
‘“which were due, to a large extent, to the prevalence of 


** influenza.” 


Climate. 


The climate is hot, but not unhealthy. The heat, which is. 
greatly tempered by cooling breezes from the sea prevailing dur- 
ing the greater portion of the year, 18 felt more from July to 
October than at other times owirtg to the partial cessation ot 


these breezes. 
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Rainfall. BRITISH 
‘GUIANA, 
‘Lhere aie annually two wet seasons, from June to the end of 1898-9, 


August and during December, January, and February. Careful = —— 
records are kept at the Botanic Gardens, and the following figures 
give the rainfall in each of the last ten years: — 


1889 oe oe bas a 123 inches. 
1890 fe bak a sa 122 - 
1891 abe de se ans 122 - 
1892-93 ... a om oe 117 - 
1893-94 ... a vy: ve 114 bs 
1894-95 ... sea oe ae 87 - 
1895-96 ... coe wae Boos 68 ae 
1896-97 ... ae es ea 78 7 
1897-98 ... ae = Sides 123 : 
1898-99 ... sai Saf ie 130 - 
Tem perature. 


The mean temperature throughout the vear was about 82° 
Fahr., the mean maximum being 88° in the month of September. 
and the mean minimum 74° in the month of January. 


Direction of Wind. 


Out of 668 records taken 416 were N.EE.—172 E.—41 N.E. 
by E.--17 8.h.—9 calm—5 8.—3 S.E. by E.—3 S.W.—2 N. 


Force of Wind. 
The year mean average taken at 9 a.m. was «4. 
99 9 ” ry) ” ” 3) p-m. ,, 6, 


The method employed to obtain the force of the wind is by 
sensation or by estimation; this is necessarily somewhat rough, 
nevertheless, it is the only mode of obtaining wind observations 
at the majority of stations, and with experienced observers yields 
very useful and fairly satisfactory results. 


The seale emploved here is Beaufort’s scale, the force of wind 
being estimated and recorded in numbers, from 0—to—12. 


t.e. O=Calm, = mean velocity English miles per hour= 3 


12=Hurricane _,, - 5 ss », =90 


PosTtaL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


Postal business shows a considerable increase. The total 
number of articles posted rose from 1,897,236 in the previous 
year to 2,016,020, an increase of 118,784. The only item on 
which there was a decrease was foreign post-cards. There were 
27,130 inland money orders issued, representing £34,326, as 
against 21,¢22, representing £30,191, in the previous year. 


ee ee ce er i seat i a ae 
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Foreign money orders issued have increased in some cases, 
and fallen off in others. 


As regards the United Kingdom the value of the orders issued 
fell from £37,427 in the previous year to £34,398, while the 
figures for the United States are £5,110 and £13,729 respectively. 
There was an increase in the case of orders on India from £1,967 
to £2,188. This is the third year of issue of orders on India. 
The figures representing values of foreign orders paid show little 
fluctuation : — 


£ s. da. 
1897-98 sae be 3,852 11 0 
1898-99 eae ad 4,555 6 9 


Parcels Post Inland Service. 


An increase of business is again shewn under this head, the 
number of parcels dealt with being 7,082, as compared with 6,640 
in 1897-98. 


The total number of foreign parcels dealt with was 9,517. 
Out of this number 1,327 were insured. These figures as com- 
pared with those of 1897-98 show an increase of 1,458. 


Telegraphs. 


The length of telegraph lines throughout the Colony is 1,157 
miles, and there are 12 cables with an aggregate length of 126 
miles. 64,924 paid messages were sent, and 12,304 service 
messages. ‘The total gross revenue derived was £4,337. 

During the year it was decided to establish communication 
between the Demerara-HEssequibo Railway and Bartica by means 
of a cable to be laid through the bush, and a track has been cut 
to a width of 6 feet for the purpose. 


Tele phones. 


The telephone accomodation in Georgetown is fully taken up 
and there are 556 subscribers. The charges are £5 tor business 
premises and £2 10s. for private houses. There is also a small 
service in New Amsterdam, and the Police Stations in George- 
town have their own separate service. 


Minirary Forces anD EXPENDITURE. 


There ate no Imperial troops now stationed in the Colony. 
There is a Militia Force and a semi military armed Police Force. 

Militta —The total strength at the end of the year was 426 
with a reserve of 196. There are 3 Companies of Infantry and 
1 of Artillery in Georgetown, and 1 Company of Infantry in New 
Amsterdam. 

The total expenditure for the vear, including the band, was 


£5,437. 
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Police.—The total strength of all ranks on the 3lst March, Brrriss 
1899, was 806, the authorised strength being 811. There isan v14Na, 
inspector and deputy inspector general of police, 4 county and ieee 
6 district inspectors, 7 sub-inspectors, an adjutant and musketry 
instructor, and a pay and quarter-master. The total expenditure 
on the Force was £57,442, inclusive of £3,153 for fire brigade 
purposes, which duties are also performed by the police. Both 
forces are armed with the Martini-Henri rifle. 


Rvurat ConsTaBULaRy. 


This force consisted at the end of the year of 138 non-com- 
missioned officers and 1,031 men. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


In connection with local affairs the year under review has been 
singularly devoid of any feature of such importance as to make 
it memorable in the Colonv's records. 


The misgiving and unrest in local commercial circles con- 
sequent on the unsettled condition of the affairs of the British 
Guiana Bank have disappeared, and, owing chiefly to the ex- 
cellent manayvement of the institution, its future now seems to 
be assured. 


IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 


The number of immigrants introduced from India during the 
year was 2,399, as compared with 1,202 in the previous year. In 
consequence of the hurricane in the [slands of Barbados and St. 
Vincent in the month of September, 1898, it was suggested that 
employment might be found for a number of labourers in this 
Colony. Arrangements were accordingly made to carry out this 
suggestion. In the result, however, only 375 immigrants re- 
cruited from Barbados and 46 from St. Vincent. 


1,258 immigrants returned to India during the year. It is 
believed that a fair number of the people from Barbados and St. 
Vincent have returned thither. Beyond this there has been no 
emigration to speak of. 


Raitwars. 
There are two lines of railways : — 


(a) From Georgetown to Mahaica (County of Demerara) con- 
structed and worked by the “ Demerara Railway Company.” 
The length open for traftic is 20 miles, the gauge being 4.81. 
The total cost of construction to date is £279,595. 


(6) From the Demerara River to the Essequibo River, 181 
miles meter gauge, constructed and worked by the Sproston 


Dock and Foundry Company. This line is the property of 


—+ the 
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& private firm, who obtained from the Colony a loan of 
£41,616, repayable without interest in 20 years. 


Roaps. 


The total length of roads open for traffic is 264 miles. Of 
this, 163 miles were constructed by the Government and 101 by 
the proprietors of sugar estates through which the road runs. 
They generally are in excellent order. 


CANALS. 


There are three canals in the Demerara River, two on the left 
and one on the right bank, each 4 miles long and 60 feet wide, 
and running at night angles to the nver. They are used as water- 
ways for the inland estates, most of which are now abandoned or 
semi-abandoned. The cost of their maintenance falls on the 
owners of the estates. The canals on the left bank are within 7 
miles of the capital, Georgetown; that on the nght bank within 
5 miles from it. 


RatTeEs OF WaAGEs AND Cust oF Livinc. 


The average wages paid for domestic labour is in the case 
of males from £20 to £30, and females from £10 to £20. 

Tradesmen.—Carpenters and masons from 3s. to 5s. Smiths 
3s. to 3s. 4d. Coopers 3s. 6d. to 4s., and boatbuilders 4s. to 5s. 
per day. The work is generally done by task, but the sums 
named are what can be earned in the day by the different trades- 
men. 

The cost of living is somewhat high, due in great part to the 
heavy charges made for house rent and the consumption of im- 
ported articles, on which there is uniformly a high rate of duty. 
This does not of course apply with equal force to the labouring 
man who uses largely the abundant, cheap, and excellent food- 
stuffs grown in the Colony. 


J. Hamppen Kina. 
Acting Assistant Government Secretary. 


Guiana Public Buildings, 
Georgetown, Demerara, 


26th Februarv, 1900. 
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No. 278. 


BRITISH HONDURAS. 


REPORT FOR 1898. 


(For Report for 1897, see No. 242.) 


Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Wer Bajesty. 
November 1899. | 


LONDON: ; 
/ PRINTED FOR. HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFION 
By DARLING & SON, Lrp., 1-3, Great St. THOMAS APOSTLE, E.G. ¢ 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE «& SPOTTISWOODE. East Hargpine STREET, FLget STRSRT, E.O. ; amd 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or. 

JOHN MENZIES & Oo., 12, HANOVER STREET, HDINBURGH, and 

90, West NILE STREET, GLAsGow ; or 
HODGES, Fiaais, & 0o., LIMITED, 104, Grarron StaEntT, DUBLIM. 


- 1899. 
[Cd. 3-1.) Price 2d. a oes 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty ’s 
Colonial Possesstons‘have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


- ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 


251 | British Solomon ings (ewes oo ... | 1897-98 
252 | Seychelles ae sek sii sed 1897 
253 | Labuan ... ped — ‘és vie ae 

254 | Ceylon ... ae. eae si ius are ‘i 
255 | Basutoland “4... =... vie $ ate | 2 Ga Ries 


256 | Newfoundland.. ... | 1896-97 
257 | Cocos—Keeling and Christmas Islands ie 1898 
258 | British New Guinea ... o ... | 1897-98 
259 | Bermuda sk 1898 


260 | Niger.—West African Frontier Force ... | 1897-98 
261 Jamaica eos eco eee ” 
262 | Barbados Sai pel pe oe 1898 
263 Falkland Islands site axe sae 

264 | Gambia ... ae 

265 | St. Helena set 
266 | Leeward Islands 
267 =| St. Lucia ; 


268 | Fiji 9 
269 Turks and Caicos Islands ” 
270 | Malta... ie <_ 

271 | Gold Coast 


272 | Trinidad 
273 | Sierra Leone 


274 | Ceylon ... se ‘it in ‘i 
275 | British Solomor Islands ahs ie ... | 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar... sas bes ah és sai 1898 
277 Bahamas... : Ses = 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast... — ... | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand ... ae .« | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone ‘aa ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada _... gis .... | Emigration. 
® | Bahamas ... oe ... | Sisal Industry. . 
6 | Hong Kong sie ... | Bubonic Plague. 
. 7 >| Newfoundland ... ... | Mineral Resources, 
8 | Western Pacific... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica ... ‘a ... | Agriculture. 
10..| Virgin. Islands ..... ... | Condition during 1897. 
11 | Grenada .. isd ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla ... es ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 


{ 
| 
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No. 278. 


BRITISH 
BRITISH HONDURAS. Hoxpunas, 


(For Report for 1897, see No. 242.) 


GOVERNOR Sirk D. Witson to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, 


Government House, 
Belize, 


31st August 1899. 


SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you six copies of the 
Blue Book for 1898, together with the report thereon of Mr. 
F. J. Newton, C.M.G., the Colonial Secretary. 


I have, &c., 


D. WILson, 


Governor. 
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oa REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF BRITISH 
ONDUEAS, 
1898, HONDURAS FOR THE YEAR 1898. 


I—FINANCIAL. 


(A.) GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The following statements shew the Revenue and Expenditure 
of the Colony for the years 1897 and 1898, under each head of 
revenue and service respectively :— 


Revenue. 
— | 1897. 1898. 
1. Customs ... see ose we aus 166,618.56 145,017.18 
2. Light and Wharf Dues... oa Sus 8,544.35 6,826.35 
8. Internal Taxation “ue sei ass 67,942.42 62,464.73 
4, Revenues of Government Property ... 15,377.22 16,616.55 
5. Court Fines, Fees of Office, &c. ave 17,921.00 20,937.69 
6. Post Office ae eos swe o 6,575.54 6,631.68 
7. Interest... es eee dee or 1,810.21 2,022.12 
8. Reimbursements on account of Belize 1,680.98 2,320.51 
Town and Harbonr Improvements. 
9. Miscellaneous Receipts ... ee s 1,914.71 6,311.55 
Total Ordinary Revenue... | 288,384.99 | 269,148.36 
10. Sale of Crown Lands ... ses site 3,969.07 5,542.04 
Silver Coinage ... aus eee = 20,000.00 — 
Casual Revenue... sits see ee 1,663.61 — 
Total Revenue eee » | 314,017.67 274,690.40 
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Expenditure. 


1. Public Debt es eee oe eee 
2. Pensions ... si ene ove one 
3. Governor and Councils ... vee oe 
4, Colonial Secretary's Department eee 
5. Commissioners of Currency 

6. Treasury and Custom House ... “a 


6a. Audit Department... aes eee 


7. Post Office ae eas eos coe 
8. Judicial ... ss ave oes eee 
9. District Commissioners ... ese isi 
10. Constabulary... sis vee eee 
11. Police... see ss eee eee 
12. Belize Volunteer Force... i eos 
13. Prisons... ae aes wa eee 
14. Medical Department... oes oes 


15. Central Board of Health and Quarantine 
16. Education... 

17. Ecclesiastical 

18. Surveyor-General’s Department eee 
19. Botanic Station ... see eee 

20. Interest... is eee eee 

21. Miscellaneous _... ove oo eee 
22. Naval and Military us see 


. Lighthouses, &c.... ave oe 
- Colonial Engineer's Department 


- Public Works Recurrent set 


1897. | 1898. 
11,190.67 11,113.81 
5,395.76 5,487.20 
12,745.82 11,862.39 
9,519.64 9,155.06 
1,081.75 429.04 
22,450.71 14,193.48 
— 1,359.72 
14,393.57 24,142.18 
14,407.75 14,771.73 
14,725.01 15,446.87 
43,617.93 41,668.22 
24,569.59 24,271.73 
498.79 3,469.45 
14,632.06 14,086.85 
26,281.63 27,041.76 
a 458.53 
16,105.96 16,474.31 
437-40 437.40 
13,388.25 10,062.89 
= 2,085.97 
780.15 744.01 
8,130.78 7,298.91 

15,228.14 _ 

5,200.49 3,870.07 
3,142.82 4,415.61 
16,866.96 17,243.29 
294,791.63 281,620.18 


Carried forward 


3861%—=5 
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Expenditure—continued. 


1897. 1898. 


Brought forward ... 294,791.63 281,620.48 

26. Public Works Kixtraordinary ... sau | 10,707.25 19,622.45 
Completion of Railway Survey to 3,385.16 — 

estern Frontier. 

Telegraph Survey ne “as ats 729.69 _ 
Cost of Bullion for Coinage ... ses 9,766.81 — 

27. Belize Town and Harbour Improve- 3,609.87 170.82 

ments. 
Total ... , 322,990.41 301,413.75 


Revenue. 


The receipts for 1898 shew a net decrease, under the normal 
heads, of $19,327, attributable to the large reduction in the 
volume of imports, the abolition of the export duty on logwood, 
and a drop of over $6,000 in the excise duty on spirits (3. Internal 
Taxation). In sympathy with the diminished Customs duties, 
light and wharf dues shew a substantial decrease of $1,718. On 
the other hand, such increases as do appear in some of the heads 
of revenue are either of an cucidental’ chatacter or are due in 
some cases to better supervision and improved methods of 
collection; none can be ascribed to any cause indicating enterprise 
or progress. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure is so far satisfactory that the items shewing 
an increase are either trifling in amount or are inserted for 
accounting reasons only, such as, for instance, “ Audit,” “ Post 
Office,” and “ Botanic Station,” which are now treated as 
separate departments. 


Some of the items shew a decrease, such as “ Naval and 
Military ” and “ Public Works Extraordinary,” from incidental 
causes ; all the others represent savings secured from the amounts 
voted by the observance of a rigid economy. 
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The following is a statement of the Revenue and Expenditure 


of the Colony for the five years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, eas 


motes of points of special interest attached :— 


Revenue. 
Year. | — | Remarks. 
8 

1894 257,287 Includes $50,000 silver coins and $21,568 Loan of 
1893. 

1895 275,112 | Includes $20,500 silver coin and $16,128 Surplus 

. 4 Stock Savings Bank Investments. | 

1896 312,686 | Includes $10,000 silver coin and $14,925 Export 
Duty on Logwood 

1897 314,017 | Includes $20,000 silver coin, $7,170 Export Duty 
on Logwood, and $1,663 Casual Revenue. 

1898 274,690 -| Includes $1,250 Surplus Stock Savings Bank 
Investments, $2,041 Insurance on Stores lost at | 
sea, $1,009 Refund of cost of Survey on Lands. 

_- Expenditure. 

Year. — Remarks. 

1894 230,283 | Includes $22,908 cost of Change of Currency, 
$11,307 Belize Town and Harbour (mprove-. 
meuts. 

1895 284,961 | Includes $15,446 cost of Change of Currency, 
$10,193 Belize Town and Harbour PRON: 
ments. 

1896 269,877 | Includes $7,086 Railway Saray: 

1897 322,990 | Includes $3,385 Railway Survey, $730 Telegraph 
Survey, and $9,766 cost of Coinage, $3,6''9 
Belize Town ‘and Harbour Improvements. 
$15,228 Naval and Military. 

1898 301,413 


Includes $36,865 on Roads, Bridges, and New 
orks. & | | “* 7 


The deficit on the transactions of the year 1898 was met from 
the balance available from the preceding year. 
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BRITISH It may here be noted that the revenue in the four years from 
es 1894 to 1897 was aided to the amount of over $138,000 from 

"extraneous and abnormal sources, and that the expenditure of 
the same kind, during those years, only amounted to some 
$76,000; whereas in the year 1898 the a extraordinary item, 
or rather windfall, in the shape of revenue was one of $1,250; 
while the expenditure included a sum of about $25,000 for the 
construction of roads, bridges, and new works, generally and 
more fairly chargeable to a loan or capital account, but here 
charged as part of the service of the year. 


CEP 


(B.) Important CHANGES IN TAXATION. 


There were no important changes in taxation in 1898. 


(C.) AssETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The position of the Colony at the end of 1898 in respect to 
its Assets and Liabilities is shewn in the following table :— 


— 1897. 1898. 
$ $ 
Assets wee eee eee ece eve 89,062.18 72,734.16 
Liabilities oo... ees | 86,324.80 47,879.00 
‘Exooss of Assets 4. 0 use | «5 2.787.88 24,855.16 


(D.) Pusric DEsrt. 


The following is a statement of the Loan Debt of the Colony 
on 3lst December 1898 :— 


' $ 
Ioan of 1886... | 5 per cent. Debentures ba oe ees 27,875 
Loan of 1888... | 4} per cent. Debentures, £9,000 @ $4.86 ... 43,740 
f.oan of 1893... | 44 percent. Debentures, £20,000 @ $4.86 ... 97,200 


Total eee eee 168,815 
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Provision for payment has been made by the investment of Bairmsu 
the Sinking Funds as set forth in the next table :— 


Loun of 1886—repayable 1916 : 


New South Wales 33 per cent. 
Inscribed Stock. 


South Australia 3} per cent. In- 
scribed Stock. 


Western Australia 3 per cent. 
Inscribed Stock. 


Loan of 1888—repayable 1918 : 


Cape of Good Hope 4 per cent. 
ribed Stock. 


New South Wales 33 por cent. 
Inscribed Stock. 


Victoria 34 per cent. Inscribed 
Stock. 


Western Australia 3 per cent. 
Inscribed Stock. 


Loan of 1893—repayable 1923 : 
Queensland 33 per cent. Inscribed 
Stock. 
Trinidad 8 per cent. Inscribed 
Stock. 
Victoria 34 per cent. Inscribed 
Stock. 


Queensland 3 per cent. Inscribed 
Stock. 


Total Sinking Funds ... 


£ sad. 
2,141 14 4 
860 9 6 


341 0 11 


2,343 4 9 @ $4.86 


220 10 G 
767 8 6 
875 2 4 


401 12 5 


2,254 13 9 @ $4.86 


422 6 10 
458 2 1 
1.020 11 0 


208 11 0 


| 2109 1011 @ $4.86 


$16,248.18 


$11,006.38 


$10,252 39 


Ze Gyan «se 


$37,506.90 


HONDURAS, 


1898. 
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BRITISH. back ron 
Honpuras, . (E.) CuRRENCY. 
"1898. 
The standard of currency is the gold dollar of the United 
States, the gold coins of the United States being legally current 
at their respective values. The British sovereign and half- 
sovereign are legal tender for $4.86 and $2.43 respectively. 


The subsidiary silver currency, coined specially for the 
Colony, amounts to $100,000, and is made up as follows :— 


| 
Cents. | Dollars. 
| 
| 
j 
94,500 @ 50 | 47,250 
135,000 : @ 25 | 33,750 
{ 
126,000 @ 10 | 12,600 
| 
128,000 @ 5 | 6,400 
483,500 — | 100,000 
| 
| | 


There is also a bronze one-cent piece, of which 115,000 are in 
circulation, with a reserve of 35,000 pieces in the Treasury 
strong-room. 


Under Ordinance No. 32 of 1894 currency notes: of the 
following denominations have been issued :— 
One dollar. 
Two dollars. 
Five dollars. 
Ten dollars. 
Fifty dollars. 
One hundred dollars. 


The value of the notes in circulation on the 31st December 
1898 was $112,348; and against the notes issued the Com- 
missioners of Currency hold in the Colony $76,550:; $35,798 
having been remitted for investment in England in accordance 
with the provisions of the law. 


—~ *—~e - —-- mee 
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(F.) COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the REVENUE and _ Bririss 


EXPENDITURE of the several Locat Boarps for the sy a 
Five YEARS 1894 to 1898 inclusive. 898. 


Belize. 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 


Corasal, 
[va | evenne, | xpenctore, | Revenue. © fw | mevnse, | tepoaitone | Expenditure. 
1894 4 79 2, yr 1 
1895 4,160 3,924 
1896 3,718 4,482 
1897 3,657 3,636 
1898 3,592 8,678 


“Bi Hie” Walk. 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
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Pe doll ha Stann Creek (including Mullins River ). 
— Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 

1894 333 658 

1895 1,451 1,400 

1896 1,377 1,712 

1897 2,991 1,801 

1898 2664 2,340 


Toledo (Punta Gorda and Monkey River ). 


Expenditure. 


Year. Revenue. 


$ $ 
1894 18.50 214 
1895 697 602 
1896 739 698 
1897 1,146 1,318 
1898 1,319 1,192 
Cayo. 
Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 


(G.) DeEBrs oF LocaL Boarps. 


‘The Belize District Board is the only body having a recognised 
debt ; which is met by an annual payment of $2,399.64, being 
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half the interest and sinking fund on the loans of 1886 and Bririsy 
1888, area 


The same Board is also indebted to the Government of the — 
Colony in the sum of $9,000, being the balance of the cost of the 
new iron bridge over the Belize iver: This amount is to be 
paid off in five years. 


II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


(A.) Imports anD EXports. 


- The following tables give the value of the imports and exports 
of the Colony for the years 1895 to 1898. A comparison extend- 
ing further back aan | be misleading, as up to the 15th October 
1894 values were expressed in sols :— 


Imports. 
United . United Other Total 
Year. Kingdom. cone: States. Countries. Imports. | 
_ §$ $ $ $ $ 
1895 ... | 427,802 3,237 751,575 271,026 1,453,640 
1896 ... | 523,208 8,551 790,458 140,420 1,462,637 
1897 ... | 486,463 8,129 761,768 165,739 1,422,097 
1898 ... | 420,127 2,723 706,472 119,588 1,248,910 
Exports. 
United . United Other Total 
Year. Kingdom. Colonies. States. Countries. Exports. 
$ $ $ $ 
1895 ... | 586,841 331,040 366,099 1,283,998 
1896 ... | 760,522 312,997 305,082 1,378,601 
1897 ... | 769,867 238,187 396,279 1,404,387 


853,173 


214,327 


214,562 


1,282,593 
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The values of mahogany and logwood in the above table are Buruirisz- 


k HONDURAS, 
taken as follows :— pany 
— 1895. 1896. | 1897, 1898. 
$ $ $ 
Mahogany per foot 5} 65 5s 63 
Logwood ...  ... = 4, ton 22.65 23.27 22.62 21.17 


Bananas are valued at 20 cents per bunch for 1895 and 22 to 
23 cents in the other years. 


(B.) Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


A statement is here given shswing the number of sugar mills 
and rum stills at work at the end of 1898 :— 


— | Sugar Mills. | Rum Stills. 
Corosal ... eee 7 16 13 
Orange Walk _... 5 4 
Stann Creek... eos 3 —_ 
Toledo ... ss we] . 14 1 
Cayo see see sue ll 2 


3 Saw mills, Stann Creek. 
1 Coffee mill, Cayo. © 


. From the figures given in my predecessor’ s report for 1896 
these small industries do not seem to have suffered much 
change. 
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There are no precious stones or minerals in the Colony which 
are the object of mining operations; nor is there any organised 
fishing industry, beyond what is required for the daily and local 
markets. | 


(C.) AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL 
STATIONS. 


Botanical Stations. 


There is only one at present, the site of which is ill-adapted 
to the purposes for which such stations are intended. Its extent 
is only an acre and a half, some of which has been reclaimed from 
the sea. The soil is poor and shallow and quite unsuited for 

urposes of exhibitive agriculture, it being impossible for the 
Nuperintendant to give practical instruction and exposition on 
the spot of any approved methods of cultivation or of preparation 
of produce. 


So far the Colony has got little or no return for its outlay in 
starting and maintaining this station ; but the Superintendent has 
done his best, and has been active and useful in distributing seeds 
and plants when he has been able to secure them, and in paying 
visits of instruction to those who have been willing to learn. 


(D.) Lanp GRanTs AND VALUE OF LAND. . 


Grants. 


The quantity of land sold during the year under review was 
19,032 acres, which realised $5,542.04. Of these, 18,513 acres 
were sold in one block at 15 cents per acre and cost of survey ; 
123 lots in the proposed township of San Fernando, and 46 lots 
in the towns of Stann Creek, Punta Gorda, and Monkey River 
were also disposed of.§ 


Leases. 


At the end of the year there were 17,386 acres of land on 
lease, including a pastoral lease of 3,179 acres. The amount 
paid for rents of Crown lands for the year was $2,502.04, 
exclusive of rents of Crown lands in the towns of Stann Creek, 
Mullins River, Punta Gorda, and Monkey River, which are paid 
to local funds. 
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BrRiTisH 
__ HOonpvuras, 
1898. 


The following tables give the number of sailing ships and — 
steamers entered and cleared during the past five years, and the 
number and tonnage of British, American, and Norwegian vessels 
entered and cleared respectively :— 


(E.) Suiprine. 


Entered. 

_ Sailing Vessela. diene 

‘Year. 

: No. Tons. No. Tons. — 
1894 ae 414 33,586 186 | 121,188 
1895 oe ae 397 40,102 182 121,368 
1896 ie. eee 391 35,882 185 132,317 
1897 ee ca 428 35,571 213 158,213 
1898 409 32,037 209 151,295 


1894 eee ee 367 34,846 186 119,709 


1895 ae | 867 32,203 182 121,513 
1896 es ee 378 38,628 184 132,239 
1897 eee eee 421 38,258 213 158,081 ; 


1998 30g we | AU 30,214 * 908 150,338 


8861°—5 B 
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Sailing Vessels — Entered. 
hap etd . British. _ American. - Norwegian. 


No. Tons. No. Tons. No. | Tons. 


18994 .. ..| 188 | .9127] 10 14,880 
1895 =e | «162 | «=8,260] 25 21,396 
1896 .. «| 181 | 9,289] 19 16,597 
1897... | +197 | 10,836] 28 15,141 
1898 .. ../| 179 | 10,309] 28 11,959 


18994... | 151 | © 9,014 43 | 16,233 
1895 .. ..| 160 | 7,620 46 | 16,853 
65 Ge ka A eae 51 | 18,992 
1897... we | 198 | 12,201 42 | 15,668 


10,186 11,716 
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Steamers— Cleared. 


British. American. 


No. Tons. No. Tons. 


IlI1.—LEGISLATION. 


Fourteen Ordinances were passed in 1898, of which four were 
Appropriation Ordinances. Of the rest, the following only appear 
to require any special remark in this report :— : 


(a) No. 1 provides for the holding of an inquiry when there 
has been a fire or any occurrence resulting in serious 
injury. 

(6) No. 5 empowers the Governor in Council to require 
pe entering into insurance contracts to satisfy 

im that reasonable security exists, or will exist, for 
the due performance of all such contracts into which 
they have entered or may thereafter enter. Contracts 
of marine and fire assurance, and contracts made by 
friendly societies duly enrolled according to the law 
of the Colony, are excepted from the operation of 
this Ordinance. 


(c) No, 10 empowers the Governor in Council to make rules 
regulating the issuing of Bills of Health. 


(d) No. 11 provides for the summary collection of Crown 
rents. 


(ce) No. 12 provides for the recognition in this Colony of 
Probates and Letters of Administration granted b 
Courts of Probate in British possessions or by British 
Courts of Probate in foreign countries. 


* The cause of the increase of British and Norwezian -teamers and 
decrease of American seaimers entered und cearel in 15938 was the 
Spanish-American war, the mails from the United States taving becn 
brought by the former vessels instead of by the litter as heretofore. 


3861*—5 B 2 
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IV.—_EDUCATION, 


* The control of primary education in the Colony is vested, by 
Ordinance 25 of 1892 and regulations framed thereunder, in a 
Board of Education, composed of the members of the Executive 
Council and five other gentlemen nominated by the Governor. 
Of this Board, which has been in existence since January 1894, 
the Governor is president, whilst the nominated members are 
representatives of the five religious bodies, namely, the Church 
of England, the Roman Catholic, the Wesleyan, the Baptist, and 
the Presbyterian. Though it was thought at the time of the 
constitution of the new Board of Education, and, indeed, was 
more than once stated at meetings of the Board itself, that the 
system of primary education laid down by the regulations framed 
under Ordinance 25 of 1892 was in advance of the requirements 
of the Colony, the experience of the last three years of the 
working of the code has proved that primary education has 
distinctly improved since the introduction of the new system, and 
that greater attention has been drawn to the question of education 
than existed before. The drawbacks are, briefly, the multiplicity 
of languages among schoolgoing children; the want of proper 
roads, causing difficulty of communication; the scattered nature 
of the population; the impossibility of establishing schools in 
isewood! and mahogany settlements, where many children neces- 
sarily are; the absence of any regular system of training teachers ; 
and, lastly, the difficulty of retaining for any time the services 
of good teachers, owing to the relatively small salaries which 
managers of schools can afford to pay. But, notwithstanding 
these difficulties, much good work has been and is being done in 
the cause of education ; and this Colony is deeply indebted to 
the heads of the various religious bodies for the zealous and 
maintained efforts put forth by them to meet its educational 
requirements.” 


The foregoing extract from Mr. E. B. Sweet-Escott’s report 
for 1896 states the position of education in this Colony so clearly, 
that I venture to reproduce it as introducing the subject in this 
new series of Annual Reports. At the date of writing it merely 
requires endorsement in respect to the years 1897 and 1898. 


The money provided ty the Legislative Council, and authorised 


by the Board to be paid as grants in aid in 1898, amounted to 
$14,500. 


The following tables furnish further details :-— 
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Government Grants and School Fees as received by each 
Denomination in 1898. 


eas Total of Government 
Schools. ee School Fees. Grants to 
School Fees. 
$ $ 
Church of England 792.54 4.47 
Roman Catholic ... 962.25 5.58 
Wesleyan ... 746.15 5.27 
Baptist... ons see 185.46 7.17 
Non-denominational 106.95 2.53 
Totals 2,793.35 5.17 


Numbers of, and Attendance by, Children according to 
Denominations in 1898. 


Receipt of 

Number Average Total School Fees 

Schools. os tas Attendance. | School Fees. Pera . f 

Attendance. 

$ $ 

Church of England 829 576 792.54 1.37 
Roman Catholic ... 1,533 1,105 962.25 87 
Wesleyan ... aun 967 647 746.15 1.15 
Baptist ... ee 313 223 185.46 83 
Non-denominational 86 55 106.95 1.94 
Totals ... 3,728 2,606 2,793.35 1.07 


The small proportion of school fees collected calls for some 
remark, the average sum paid for each child by the parents being 
$1.07 per annum, as compared to a Government grant of $5.52 
and a voluntary contribution of 85.96 per head, calculated on the 
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average daily attendance. This cannot be considered satisfactory 
in a country where the cost of living is very reasonable and the 
rates of wages are fairly high. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


HospitaLs, ASYLUMS, AND POOR-HOUSES. 


The structures housing the central hospital, asylum, and poor- 
house in Belize still leave something to be desired in the interests 
of the patients and their medical men, nurses, and attendants. 
Some improvement has been effected by removing the poor- 
house to a more spacious building on a more cheerful site, 
thereby giving additional and much-needed accommodation to 
the lunatic asylum. 


The central hospital is generally full, and at certain times of 
the year beds have to be made on the floor of the principal ward. 
The institution has secured the confidence of the public, and it is 
a matter of urgency that a building of its importance and useful- 
ness should shortly be furnished with additional beds, and also 
with the ordinary requirements of a hospital, such as operating 
room, private wards, pantry, still room, and bath rooms, all of 
which it lacks at present. 


The following table shews the number of patients under 
treatment at all the Institutions during 1898 :— 


> +H . ~~ 4+ 
65 % - - . oO 
oe bo Ba 
e . 2am —— a ED = 
Institution. 5 ES Z 3 3 = aS ga 
E “Ep > 2 Ef | < 
28 A a8 


Belize 0.00 ws 37 362 312 57 30 | 30.71 

Corosal 8 154 140 14 8 9.36 

Orange Walk... 4 | 140 129 12 | 3 | 5.55 
Belize :— | | 

Lunatic Asylum 26 | 13 2 7 30 | 20.69 

Poor House... 13 | 16 6 6 | 17 | 13.81 
| 

reer —~— "se ~~ ee 


‘BRiTisu 
1898. 
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a REFORMATORIES. 
I regret to say there is no reformatory or similar institution in 
the Colony. _ 


Savines Banks. 


There are six savings banks conducted by the Government, 
one in the chief town of each district. The savings bank at 
Belize was established in 1846, and had at the end of the year 
374 depositors. 

The total amount at the credit of all depositors in the savings 
banks of the Colony at 31st December 1898 was $25,144.26. 


‘The rate of interest allowed is 3 per cent. per annum, The 
‘amount of invested funds is $23,130.32. 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 


It may here be mentioned that there are nine duly registered 
friendly societies in Belize, with whom 814 members are recorded 
as having invested $6,865, in addition to amounts held on current 


‘account to meet expenses and withdrawals. 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
(A.) POLICE. 


There are two forces in the Colony :— 

1. The British Honduras Constabulary, a force recruited 
chiefly from Jamaica, and consisting of an inspector, two sub- 
inspectors, and 81 non-commissioned officers and men (of whom 
about 40) are mounted) ; all are stationed in the northern district, 
with their headquarters at Corosal, and an officer’s detachment 
at Orange Walk. | 

2. The British Honduras Police, an unmounted force, consist- 
ing of one superintendent and 75 non-commissioned officers and 
men, distributed throughout the southern districts, about 57 being 
stationed in the town of Belize alone. This service is popular 
with the natives of the Colony, from whom it is chiefly recruited. 


The discipline and conduct of both corps appear entirely 
satisfactory. 7 
(B.) PRIsons. 


“The prison in Belize may be regarded as the central prison, 
in which all prisoners sentenced to more than three months 


= a eS ee a 


A a on 
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imprisonment are confined. In each of the capitals of the 
districts other than in Belize there is a small gaol under the 
direct orders of the Commissioner, which is visited from time to 
time by the keeper of the Belize prison, who reports on its 
condition, and who makes such recommendations thereon as he 
may consider desirable. Flogging is never used as a punishment 
in the district prisons, and is only resorted to in Belize in cases 
of gross and repeated insubordination, of assaults on warders or 
prisoners, and of attempted escapes.” 


The foregoing is also an extract from Mr. Escott’s report of 
1896. I agree with his view that the peetent appears the best 
system that the circumstances of the Colony justify. 


The following table gives the total number of. prisoners 
committed to all the prisons of the Colony for penal imprison- 
ment, and the daily average number of prisoners in the Belize 
prison, from 1894 to 1898 :— 


_ Prisoners com. Daily average 
Year. mitted for Penal : in Belize 
Imprisonment. — Gaol. 
| 
1894... a 369 52.04 
1895... ae 428 54.21 
1896... es 548 57.18 
1897... eas 290 57.98 
1898 .. own 405 65.64 


(C.) CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


The number of offences reported to the police or the magistrates 
during the year 1898 was 1,731, against 2,015 in 1897 and 2,231 
in 1896 ; whilst the number of persons summarily convicted was— 
in 1898, 1,266 ; in 1897, 1,342; and in 1896, 1,521. | 


In the Supreme Court, out of 79 informations, 54 judgments: 
for the Crown were given in 1898, as compared with 53 judgments. 


out of 73 informations in 1897, and 55 judgments out of 74 
informations in 1896. 


There are no trials on indictments and no bills, as no grand. 
uy exists ; the Attorney-General merely files an information, 
and when he thinks proper enters a “ nolle prosequi.” | 


‘ 


26: “ COLONFAL- REPORTS—ANNUAL.: 


VIIL—VITAL STATISTICS 
(A.) Porunatiox.. ez 


The Registrar-General’s .report for the year gives a return of 
17,946 males and 16,801 females, making a ach of 34,747, and 
shewing an Auereaae of 3,276 on the census total .of 1891, and an 
increase of 470 on the total of 1897, a figure slightly in excess of 
the natural rate as determined by the last intercensus period. 


The following table gives the numbers of. births, marriages, 
and deaths, and the rates per 1,000 of births and deaths for the 
last eight years :— 


Year. | Births. pac 1000. Marriages. Deaths. pay Li 
1891 ...| 1,872 39.46 
1992... | 1,219 40.73 
1893 ...| 1,274 43.66 
1894 ...| 1,162 36.72 
1895... | 1,355 31122 
1896 ...| 1,435 28.893 
1897 ...| 1,410 29.524 
1898... | 1,469 32.905 


(B.) PusLtic Heats. 


The sped state of the public health during the year was 
good. sed as of the heavy rainfall there was no marked 
increase in the ordinary diseases of the country, and there was 
no epidemic. 


(C.) CLIMATE. 


According to the observations taken at the meteorological 
station at Belize, the total rainfall for the year was 102°04, and 


‘rain fell on 155 days. The jie rainfall occurred in June, 


with a total of 20°89, and the le vst rain fell in March, the amount 
being only O° 73. Bee Bowery eS © 
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The following table gives the total rainfall, and the number of 
days on which rain fell during the last five years :— 


| Var. Sa ha No. Rue bale 
| 
1894, a Gan 97 
| 1895. 91.06 | 125 
| 1886 ; 73.98 100 
| 1897... 87.72 108 
: 102.04 155 
| 


The rainiest months during the year were June to October, 
and the driest February to May. 


The maximum shade temperature in 1898 was 982 in April, 
93°0 in October, and 91:0 in May and September, whilst the 
minimum temperature recorded was 59°2 in January and 61:2 in 
February. 


VITI—POSTAL SERVICE. 


The total revenue of the Post Office for 1898 was $6,631.68. 
The total expenditure of $24,142.18 was distributed as follows :— 


EXTRA COLONIAL :— $ $ 

Subsidy ee .. | 13,679.96 

Transit dues ... ved 1,323.69 

15,003.65 

IntRa COLONIAL :— 

Salaries and wages ... ee 

Northern subsidy _... tes eee 

Southern subsidy... ° ove , 

Various services oes * 

9,138.53 


24,142.18 


Total eee eee 


BRITISH 
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The number of letters and other articles sent to and reccived 


Honpvuras, from abroad from 1894 to 1898 was as follows :— 


Ordinary letters 
Registered letters 
Post cards 
Newspapers, books, &c. 
Postal parcels... 


The number of inland correspondence for the same period is 


| 1894. | 1895. 


105,425 
3,797 
2,144 
67,819 
772 


given in the following table :— 


Letters 
Post cards 


Newspapers, books, and 
parcels. 


The transactions in connection with the money order system 


| 


i : 


1896. 1897. 


120,445 | 132,672 
4,109 | 4,755 
3,145 | 2.730 

83,592 | 94,121 
1,228} 1,276 


| 1898. 


118,552 
4,670 
2,943 

93,574 
1,343 


1894. | 1895. | 1896. | 1897. | 1898. 
40,638 | 36,187 | 52,835 | 53,313 | 56,860 
= = 308 | 487 | 1,090 
8,780 | 7,311 | 11,174 | 5,656 | 7,869 


from 1894 to 1898 were as follows :— 


Money Orders issued on the United Kingdom, &c. 


Year. Amount. 


£ 8. d. 
695 13 3 
823 7 6 
881 1 5 

1,043 15 4 
1,336 17 10 


ee i ee 
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Money Orders drawn on the Colony. 


Year. Amount. 
£a da. 
1894... sa sas ee 103 12 7 
1895. oe ee wit 174 12 6 
1896... si ae aa 265 19 8 
1897... ae See is 331 1 0 
1898... _ mee igs 246 10 0 


The Imperial penny postage came into force on Christmas 
Day. The reduction of the rate from five cents to two cents 
il slightly affect the revenue for some time, and benefits the 
classes who correspond with other parts of the British Empire at 
the expense of the rest of the community, but this expense is 
trifling, and the effect is good. 


A new post office building was opened in Belize in August. 
It has been fitted out with all the postal conveniences required in 
a small establishment, and is appreciated both by the staff and 
the public. 


IX.—MILITARY FORCES AND EXPENDITURE. 


VOLUNTEERS. 


Arrangements were made and an Ordinance was passed in 1897 
for the formation of a volunteer force. In December of that 
year a captain and officers for one company were appointed, and 
enrolment commenced, the corps being named “ The Belize Light 
Infantry Corps.” An efficient and active drill instructor and 
sergeant-major, in the person of Sergeant Ernest Sherfield, 
2nd Berkshire Regiment, was obtained from England, and drills 
began immediately. The Imperial Government generously pre- 
sented 400 stand of -303 Martini-Enfield carbines for the use of 
the volunteers and the police forces, and so soon as some efficiency 
had been obtained in drilling by.the volunteers, musketry classes 
were formed and duly instructed by the officer commanding. 
By the end of the year 1898 the corps, having increased in 
numbers to over 160 non-commissioned officers and men, was 
divided into two companies, and five more officers were 


appointed. 


BRIT18H 
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The volunteer spirit seems to have taken firm hold of the 
community, and the corps is likely to be a permanent and 
valuable institution. Much credit is due to Major Barnes and 
his officers and men for the energy and perseverance which they 
have displayed; while both the volunteers and the Colony 
Sasa may also consider themselves greatly indebted to the 

overnor, Colonel Sir D. Wilson, for the support and assistance 
which he, with his long experience in volunteer matters, has 
been able to give in the work of raising and organizing the 
force. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


(A.) ImpoRTANT EVENTS. 


1. The occurrence of a serious fire in January, following soon 
after another in the previous December, had the good effect of 
turning active attention to the defective state of the arrange- 
ments in Belize for the prevention of fire. 


A commission of inquiry was appointed, and on its recom- 
mendation a volunteer fire brigade was enrolled, under the 
energetic leadership of the Hon. Sydney Cuthbert as superin- 
tendent, the necessary funds being provided by the District 
Board. The officers and men of the brigade have emulated the 
example of the volunteers ; many men belong to both bodies, 
and have rendered active and steady support to each. 


I do not observe any space allotted in the annual Blue Book 
for fire brigades, and venture to insert here the following statement 
of the strength of the Belize Fire Brigade :— 


Superintendent. 

Assistant Superintendent. 

Captains. 

Assistant Captains. 

Engineer. 

Keeper of Engines. 

Night Watchmen. ’ 

Volunteer Firemen. 
Sapernumerary Volunteer Firemen. 
228 Pumper Firemen. | 


'335 Total. 


oo 
OCH HHA = 


The brigade was hardly sufficiently advanced in drill and 
equipment by the end of 1898 to enable me to report more than 
the foregoing, but I hope to be allowed to insert in next year’s 
Blue Book the report in detail of the Superintendent. | 
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. “2. Phe -war, between. the United States and Spain, as fought 


-out in the adjacent; island of Cuba, affected the Colony but little, 1 


‘either sooially or commercially. There was a slight interference 
with the speed and regularity of the mail service, and a rise in 
.the rates of freights and the prices of some necessaries of life 
‘during the hostilities. | 


3. The one hundredth anniversary of the battle of St. George’s 
‘Cay, which resulted in a victory by the settlers over the 
‘Spaniards on the 10th September 1798, whereby British Honduras 

became, by right of conquest, a British possession, was celebrated 
‘on the 9th 10th September by a general holiday and rejoicing. 
.A fund was opened and subscriptions were collected, with the 
-object of commemorating the event by some particular public 
-work, The matter is still under consideration. 


4. The sudden death of the Hon. Robert Henry Logan in 
October was a serious loss to the Colony. Mr. Logan had made 
his home in this country and many friends. amongst its inhabi- 

‘tants; his great abilities were always ready for the’ service of 
the public, and he was a valuable member of the Legislative 
‘Council. ie, : 

5. His Excellency the Governor left Belize on the 3rd June 

for England, and returned on the 2lst November. During his 
- absence the administration of the Government devolved upon me 
as Colonial Secretary. ~ * 


(B.) Pustic Works. 


1. A brick building, unsightly but substantial, was erected at 
-a cost of $6,900, and seryes the purposes of a post office and a 
- district court for Belize. | 


2. A causeway was thrown up of earth and clay to take the 
place of the old wooden crossing over the three-quarter. mile 
swamp. The work stood the heavy floods of last year well, and 
has been since strengthened. 


(C.) Future Prospects. OPeENiInes FoR LABOUR .AND 
CAPITAL. Cost oF LABOUR AND OF LIVING. SOCIAL 
AND GENERAL CONDITIONS. 


The position of the Colony in relation to each one of the fore- 
going headings, and indeed on all social and economic questions, 
was, at the end of 1898, and still is, one of suspense. The event 
awaited is the turning of the’ fifst sod of the Belize-Peten 
Railway. 

An enthusiastic public meeting on the railway question, 

resided over by the late Hon. R. H. Lo was held in Belize 
in April 1898, which probably contributed in some degree to the 
formulation of the soherne now receiving full consideration op 


BRITISH 
HONDURAS, 
1898. 


32 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


both sides of the Atlantic. The terms of the proposal ‘are 


apparently acceptable, and there need be no difficulty in provid 
the necessary funds. The credit of the Colony is cnnpaived 
from the past, and the amount of the funded debt, as compared 
with population, acreage, and natural resources, is insignificant. 
It is true that there is very little standing to the:credit of our 
current account, but it is equally true that in normal, years, even 
with a low tariff and light taxation, the revenue can be made to 
balance expenditure, burdened though the latter may be with the 
maintenance of a somewhat costly police establishment. 


There is, therefore, no serious objection from a financial point 
of view to the adoption by the Colony of railway proposals such 
as those recently submitted. As to the material benefit to be 
gained, it is recognized by the majority of persons in the Colony 
that the ordinary industries of mahogany and logwood production 
need supplementing ; that the more certain resource of agriculture 
has hardl _been touched by our own Colonists ; and that there is 
a wide field for the extension of our wood-cutting industries in the 
interior beyond our borders. Increased facilities of communica- 
tion and transport are indispensable, and a line of railway with 
its accompanying telegraph appears in the first place necessary ; 
after them roads and canals may follow. 


In the meanwhile, and until probability becomes certainty, 
matters are at a standstill, and both employers and employed 
seem for the present disposed to “mark time.” On that account 
some persons are inclined to take a gloomy view of the present 
condition and prospects of the country.. A more hopeful view 
may be submitted as being more correct. The inauguration of a 
sailway scheme is the first step necessary to secure the facilities 
required for extending our trade beyond our borders and develop- 
ing our own resources, and until that step has been taken there 
= be no further scope for capital, and but a limited field for 

abour. : : 


F. J. Newron, 


Colonial Secretary. 
Belize, 29th August 1899. | 
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Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Talands ste 1898 


256 
257 
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271 
272 
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214 
275 
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CORN Se St be 


British New Guinea 
Bermuda 


| Year. 


1897-98 
1896-97 


1897-98 
1898 


Niger.— West African Frontier Force : 1897-98 
| 1898 


Jamaica . 

Barbados oe 

Falkland Islands 

Gambia ... ie 

St. Helena 

Leeward Islands 

St. Lucia 

Fiji 

Turks and Caicos Islands 

Malta... 

Gold Coast 

Trinidad 

Sierra Leone 

Ceylon ... 

British Solomon Islands 
tibraltar : 

Bahainas.. ; 

British Honduras . 
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Gold Coast... 
Zululand 
Sierra Leone 
Canada 
Bahamas 
Hong Kong 
Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 
Dominica ... 
Virgin Islands 
Grenada 
Anguilla 


Subject. 


Economic Agriculture. 
Forests. 

Geology and Botany. 
Emigration. 

Sisal Industry. 

Bubonic Plague. 

Mineral Resources. 
British Solomon Islands. 
Agriculture. 

Condition during 1897. 
Agriculture in Carriacou. 
Vital Statistics, 1898. 
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No. 282. 


HONG KONG. 


(For Report for 1897 see No, 245.) 


GOVERNOR Sir H. A. BLAKE to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, 


Government House, 
Hong Kong, 


22nd September, 1899. 


SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you the Blue Book for 
1898, and to submit for your information the following general 
report on that year :— 


I.—FINANCES. 


The following tables will show in succinct form the heads of 
revenue and expenditure. They are compared with those of last 
ear; and it will be seen that during the year 1898 the revenue 
ia exceeded the expenditure by 376,354.04. I have also given 
in tabular form the total revenue and expenditure of each year 
for the last five years. : 


Under the headings (B), (C), (D), and (5) I have drawn your 
attention to matters concerned with taxation, the assets and 
liabilities of the “‘olony, the puble debt, with the provision 
made for its gradual liquidation, and the present state of the 
currency. 


3994*—75—1099 Wt 285 DA S--5 (B) A2 


HONG Kone, 
1898. 
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(D.) Pusxiic Dest. 


In 1893 the Government borrowed £341,799 15s. 1d. (sterling) 
for the Pe of certain extraordinary public works. The 
principal of these works were the Praya Reclamation: a central 
market, water, drainage and sewerage works. The loan was an 
inscribed stock loan, bearing interest at 34 per cent., to be paid 
off on April 15th, 1943. In 1896 a sinking fund was created for 
the purpose of gradually paying off the loan, and during that 
year the sum of £1,594 9s. 9d. (sterling) was devoted to it. In 
1897 the sinking fund stood at £5,174 14s. 4d. (sterling), and 
during the past financial year it has risen to £8,854 8s. 1d. 
(sterling). 


(E.) CURRENCY. 


The only legal tender is the Mexican dollar, and the British 
and Hong Kong dollar, or other silver dollars of equivalent value 
duly authorised by the Governor, Silver coins, representing 
some multiple of the cent or hundredth part of the said dollar, 
are legal tender for any sum not exceeding two dollars, and the 
copper or bronze coins representing the cent or one-hundredth 
part, and the cash or mil, representing one-thousandth part of 
the dollar, are legal tender for any amount not exceeding one 
dollar. There is also a large paper currency in use, in the form 
of notes issued by the Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and 
China, the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, and 
the National Bank of China, Limited. 


Amount of Paper Currency in Circulation. 


The notes of the Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and 
China, the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, and 
the National Bank of China, Limited, in circulation during the 
year ending 31st December, 1898, were in amount as follows :— 


Chartered Hong Kong National 


Month. ce and Shanghai | Bank of China 
January... ne ax 3,051,947 8,1 06,598 449°740 
February ... ies ses 2,808,273 7,676,009 448,587 
March i is sss 2,995,966 6,609,031 450,000 
April see Soe or 2,938,719 6,764,001 448,960 
May evi ide vss 2,836,976 6,439,806 450,000 


June ve ae wee | 2,775,838 6,176,267 448,824 
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B cages tie Hong Kong |! National 
Month. ee t ah <3 sy and Shanghai | Bank of China, 
rie Bank. | Limited. 
China. | 
nr 
| 
| g s : $ 
July... ! 2,914,252 5,087,096 =. 450,000 
August... set nee | 2,917,093 5, 747,676 444,905 
September ... sa ~ 2,873,076 | 6,180,333 | 445,879 
October. eee | 2,534,743 6,419,676 | 449,538 
November... 0 se wee | .2583,714 721,000 | 439,057 
December ... «5 we | 2,873,594 6,799, 128 | 448,875 


a = 


IIl.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


Under the heading (A.) I have endeavoured to give such 
statistics as are ascertainable with regard to exports and imports. 
The fact. that Hong Kong is a free port makes it a matter of 
unusual difficulty to give anything like a complete statement on 
this important subject. In the absence of a Custom House it 18 
necessary to rely upon returns which may be only approximately 
accurate, but which will probably be found useful in giving 4 
general idea of the present state of Hong Kong commerce. The 
tax on opium renders that article of commerce the only one of 
which I can offer clear returns. In the following tables [ present 
the export and import returns of opium for the last five years :— 


(A.) IMpoRTS AND Exports OF OPIUM FOR THE LA8T 
Five YEaRs. 


| | . 
—— | 1894. | 1895. : 1896. | 1897. | 1898. 
| 


eerie - z ares = steels Coat 


| | | 
| Chests.’ Chests. | Chests. | Chests. | Chests. 
Imports. ae vee | 41,578 | 36,604 | 34,208 | 37,708 | 39,3924 


Exports ... ...—«.. | 38,9784 |36,241 | 33,3854 | 35,808 | 37,8283 


Through cargo reported in | 22,986 | 16,1904 | 14,8382 | 13,7 
aanifeate but not landed. Uy 8354 7394 | 15,4824 


Hone Kone, 
1898. 


—— 


Hone Kona, 
98. 
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The opium exports of 1898 represent, in piculs*, a total of 
43,142,525. 


The year 1898 was marked by a considerable increase in the 
dealings in rice and coal, and by the introduction of the trade in 
bulk oil from Langkat (Sumatra). The large dealings in rice 
were due to local famines in the Kwangtung and neighbouring 
provinces, and those in coal were due partly to the ordinary 
Increase in shipping traffic and the growth of manufacturing 
industry in the Colony, and partly to the large purchases made 
by foreign Governments during the period of impending war. 


The import trade of the Colony was increased, during 1898, 
from all parts of the world; and this increase amounted in the 
ageregate to 659,833 tons of cargo discharged. The cargo in 
transit was during the same period advanced by 167,860 tons. 
In exports generally there was an increase of 1,2U5 ships and 


' 229,151 tons of cargo. 


The junk trade has naturally not increased with the same 
rapidity as that conducted by Baro ean vessels. The circum- 
stances of a free port, added to the difficulty of identifying and 
distinguishing native craft, and Chinese proficiency in evasion, 
make it extremely hard to keep an absolutely true return of some 
50,000 or 60,000 junks, and it is probable that a number of these 
junks come and go without leaving any trace on our records. 
The following extract from the Chinese Imperial Customs Report 
for 1898 gives the following figures as representing, in Mexican 
dollars, the value of the Hong Kong junk trade for the year 
under review, and the number of junks entered and cleared :— 


| 
Exports Number Number 


Imports ! 
from | to Total. of Junks of Junks 
Hong Kong. | Hong Kong. entered. cleared. 
$ $ $ 
33,190,202.13 | 33,992,383.12 | 67,182,585.25 30,217 30,212 


In addition to these, 5,379 fishing junks were licensed. 


(B.) Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


Mines.—The only mining done in the Colony at present is in 
granite. Some silver and tin have been discovered, by not in 
paying quantities. In past years a considerable sum was 
expended in a silver mine on the Island of Lantao ; but the mine 


was afterwards abandoned. 


* One picul = 1334 lbs. 
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It is difficult, as yet, to say what impetus to mining in the Hone Kona, 
Colony may be given by mineral discoveries in the new territory ; 8 

and until mining experts and geological surveyors have made a 
careful examination of the territory, it will be difficult to speak 
with certainty on the subject of future prospects. ° 


Manufactures and Industries. 


The present prosperous state of the industry and manufactures 
of the Colony: especially of the City of Victoria, seems likely to 
continue. <A survey of the industrial returns for the last five 
years shows an increase in the nuinber of workmen employed in 
most of the colonial industries, and the growth in the number and 
variety of the manufactures themselves show that Chinamen are 
not too conservative to turn their capital and abilities into new 
directions. The chief industries are sugar refining, the manufac- 
ture of cement, paper, bamboo, and rattan ware, carving in wood 
and ivory, working in copper and iron, gold beating and the pro- 
duction of gold, silver, and sandal wood ware, furniture making, 
umbrella making, jinricksha making, and large industries con- 
nected with kerosene oul, cotton, and matches. But while most 
of these industries are subject to considerable fluctuations from 
vear to year, chiefly on account of the absence of capital to 
enable the traders to tide over » period of sluggish business, 
one of the ‘forms of industrial activity which seems to be 
uniformly and increasingly prosperous is ship and boat building, 
and especially the building of steam-launches, together with all 
the minor industries connected with docks and ship-yards, such 
as rope and sail-making. 

The manufacture of cotton is a new industry, but one which 
may become one of the most important. he Hong Kong 
Cotton Spinning, Weaving, and Dyeing Company (Limited) 
commenced the erection of a large mill in 1898, which will pro- 
vide for the working of 50,000 spindles. The building has now 
been completed, and 12,000 spindles are already at work. The 
engines and machinery have given full zalitecuich, and the 
Chinese have shown much celerity and deftness in acquiring a 
knowledge of their work. 


Some of the industries mentioned are carried on to a greater 
or less extent all over the Colony ; many are confined to the 
City of Victoria ; and there seems to be a tendency towards 
vreater industrial activity in Kowloon. One industry—that of 
tanning—is practically confined to Kowloon. 


Fisheries. 


The number of fishing and other boats frequenting the harbour 
and bays of Hong Kong during the year under review may be 
roughly estimated at about 5,000. There are no means of 
ascertaining the proportions in which the different kinds of fish 
are caught, nor the quantities ; and it is therefore impossible to 
give even an approximate value of the fishing industry. 


Hons Kong, 
898 
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(C.) AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL 
STATIONS. 


Beyond the cultivation of vegetable gardens there is practi- 
cally no agricultural industry in the Colony. 


In the botanical and afforestation department there is a 
Chinese staff of 53. The following statement shows the revenue 
of this department for the year :— 

é 4 


> 
Revenue from plant sales a 55 674.46 


= » loan of plants ... Sas 202.02 
a » forestry products ae 444,51 


Total... 4.5 ass $1,320.99 


There were 33,923 new trees planted in different localities. 
Grass-fires, which have proved so destructive to trees and shrubs 
in the past, were greater in number than usual, owing to the 
dryness. There were no less than 16 between October 20th and 
December 23rd. Ten fires destroyed 3,285 trees. * 


Gardening, a minor industry which is eminently adapted to 
the Chinese, is always improving. New kinds of trees and 
shrubs have been introduced, often by means of a system of 
exchange with other botanical stations. Fruit is largely 
cultivated. 


\ 


(D.) Lanp GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 


The following table gives particulars of land sales, extensions 
and grants on short leases :-— 


| 
Crown 
Rent. 


No. of Area in 


| 
' Lots. Square Feet. Premium. ° 


| 
| 


a oe 


$ 
245,131 107,127.00 2,282.00 


! 

Sales by auction ... .. «64 | 
Extensions granted ..! 18 | 402,451 30,260.68 1,454.68 
Grants on short leases ... ° 13 | 152,356 — 1,332.00 
Total 799,938 137,387.68 5,068.68 
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21°26 acres of land were surveyed in connection with the issue Hone Kone, 
of leases and re-adjustment of boundaries; 5°61 acres were 1898. 
surveyed in connection with land sales ; 2°37 acres in connection —~_ 
with extensions, and 1°37 acres in connection with grants on 
short leases, 


The sales of Crown land were considerably short of the 
estimate for the year, owing to the few applications for land in 
the Taipingshan resumed area. Only five lots were sold, at 
prices varying from $4.13 to $2.00 a foot. Elsewhere there 
was considerable demand for land, and prices went up consider- 
ably. The price of building lots between Kennedy Road and 
Bowen Road went up from 6 to 12 cents a foot, and in one case 
even 25 cents a foot was paid. In Kowloon there was also 
considerable demand, and as much as 80 cents a foot was 
realised for lots in Yaumati. 


A considerable area of land at Causeway Bay has been 
reserved for the purpose of a public recreation ground ; whilst 
in Kowloon, a hill 1 known as the Hill of the Emperor of the 
Sung Dynasty, which has some Chinese historical associations, 
has also been reserved. 
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The nationalities in this table are arranged according to the oe ae 


relative amounts of tonnage carried under the various flags in 
18398. As compared with the figures of 1897, it will thus be 
seen that four countries, Norway, Hawaii, Holland, and Belgium, 
have improved their relative positions, and that France and 
Russia have gone down one and two places respectively. Sweden 
in 1898 deserted the port altogether, taking 24,436 tons with her. 
A very noteworthy increase in tonnage was achieved by Japan, 
the shipping of which country sprang from less than 600,000 tons 
in 1897 to over a million tons in 1898. The Norwegian increase 
is also noteworthy. No other features call for special remark. 
British shipping and tonnage preserve their supremacy, the 
tonnage being nearly quintuple that of the next nationality 
(omitting the Chinese junk trade), namely, (rermany. 


ITL.—LEGISLATION, 


There were no imp2rtant changes in the law of the Colony 
enacted in 1898. 


The law relating to trade marks was amended to allow of 
interested parties residing outside Hong Kong obtaining due 
notice of applications for registration, while the Liquor License 
Ordinances were re-enacted with some slight changes. 


Ten Ordinances of the thirty passed related to naturalization, 
while most of the rest consisted of slight amendments to the 
existing laws. Two, Nos. 3 and 14, were intended to provide for 
the more effectual punishment of bribery and conspiracy in connec- 
tion with Government officers and the course of public justice 
respectively. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The total number of educational institutions open during 1%98 
amounted to 109 (of which 93 were grant-in-aid schools and 16 
were Government schools), with an enrolment of 8,522 scholars, 
as compared with 109 schools and 7,999 pupils in 1897. 


No material change has taken pee us regards the nature of 
the education given in the local schools. 


QUEEN’S COLLEGE. 


The total number on the roll for 1898 was 1,344, or 132 in 
excess of 1897. Over 120 boys had to be turned away owing to 
lack of accommodation. In order to make the aouoRnGdation 
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Hoxa Kona, equal as far as possible to the demand for admission, the rate of 

1808. fees was increased from the Ist April. The total amount of fees 
was $21,593, being an increase of $8,138 upon the receipts for 
1897, and more than double the receipts for 1896. Owing to 
various departmental economies, and to a reduction of $1,200 
in the Crown Agents’ account, the actual nett expenditure 
amounted to $16,303.91, as compared with $25,623.52 in 1897. 
Two additional English masters and one native mathematical 
master were appointed during the year. 


The results in the Oxford locals showed marked improvement, 
the percentage of passes being 59 instead of 18 in 1897. 


The lower and preparatory schools were examined by the 
headmaster, and out of 550 boys, 457 or 83 per cent. passed. 
The upper school was examined by independent examiners 
appointed by the Government, and showed satisfactory results. 


V.—_GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
(A.) Hospita.s. 


There are several hospitals in the Colony, of which only one, 
the Civil Hospital, is entirely a Government institution, though 
the Tung Wa Hospital is also under Government supervision. 
These, of course, are in addition to the military and prison 
hospitals. Further information as to the cases treated in the 
two hospitals named will be found under the head of Public 
Health—VIT. (B.). | 

Among the patients treated by the Government Civil Hospital 
there were 469 deaths, of which 103 were British and foreign and 
366 Chinese. 319 of the deaths recorded were due to plague. 
The Tung Wa Hospital treated 3,019 in-patients and 90,880 out- 
patients. The total number of deaths was 1,187, of which 243 
were due to plague and 280 to phthisis. The percentage of 
deaths to admissions was 35°05, as against 35°24 in 1897 and 
38°80 in 1896. It may be mentioned that the provision of free 

; burial and the restoration of destitutes to their homes are 
regarded as two of the most important functions of this institution 


(B.) ASYLUM. 


The lunatic asylum is managed in connection with the Govern- 
ment Civil Hospital, and is divided into European and Chinese 
wards. There were 82 patients admitted in 1898, of whom 73 
were cured and relieved. Six patients died during the year. 


fa 
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(C.) Poor Houses. 


There is no poor house in the Colony, but the Tung Wa 
Hospital does good work in relieving and sending destitutes back 
to their native villages. 


(D.) REFORMATORIES, 


Hitherto there has been no properly organized reformatory in 
Hong Kong, but the Government has for some time been engaged 
in making arrangements for the establishment of such an institu- 
tion in the near future. A building has been generously 
presented by Mr. Belilios, which is in course of construction, 
and should be ready for occupation before the middle of 1900. 


(E.) Savines Banks. 


The Hong Kong Savings Bank, started on Ist May, 1885, is con- 
ducted by the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, 
and receives deposits from $1 up to $250 in any one day, with a 
‘maximum of $2,500 in any one year. The deposits bear interest 
at the rate of 34 per cent. per annum on the daily balance. 
Withdrawals are paid on demand, upon production of the pass- 
book by the account holder, or his duly appointed agent. 


The following figures will give an idea of its growth :-— 
On 30th June, 1886, the deposits amounted to $122,000. 


On 30th June last there were over 3,000 accounts with a total 
of some $1,100,000, as against $900,000 on the corresponding 
date last year and $800,000 in 1897. 


Correspondence relating to business of the Hong Kong Savings 
Bank, if marked “ On Hong Kong Savings Bank Businegs,” is 
forwarded free of charge by the various British post offices in 
Hong Kong and China. 


(F.) SocrETY FOR PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS. 


The P6 Léung Kuk isa society, under the supervision of 
Government, for the protection of women and girls. The number 
of cases dealt with by the society during 1898 was 412, which is 
27 more than the previous year. The receipts of the working 
committee amounted during 1898 to $5,054.17,",, and the expendi- 
ture came to $4,778.72,',, leaving a balance in hand of $275.45 (1. 
The society co-operates with the benevolent societies of Canton, 
Macao, and other places in restoring women and girls to their 
relations, and in other ways. No money erant is received from 
. the Government. 
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aa as VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
(A.) POLIce. 
The total strength of the Police Force during 1898 was as 
follows :— 


Europeans ... sia ne -» 112 
Indians soe nue as w.. 226 
Chinese nae en se we. 292 


Total ... 630 


Besides these there are a captain superintendent and deputy 
superintendent, a paymaster, three clerks, and 43 coolies. This 
brings the total number of the entire staff up to 679. 


Several rewards were granted to members of all three 
contingents for intelligence and promptness. The Chinese 
constables, it is remarked, never appear to fail in courage. 


Several of the staff were detailed for plague services. Seven 
of the force died of plague during the year, but only one of 
these was on plague duty. Altogether there were 19 deaths, of 
which 12 were among the Chinese, 4 among the Europeans, and 
3 among the Indians. 


(B.) Prison. 


The total number of prisoners admitted to Victoria Gaol in 
1898 was 5,427, as compared with 5,076 in 1897. The daily 
average in the prison was 511, as compared with 462 in 1897. 
The offences of a criminal nature numbered 3,590; the offences 
of a non-criminal nature, 1,837. Offences against prison discipline 
numbered 4,038, as against 2,619 in 1897, being an increase of 
2°24 per head of population. This increase is attributed by the 
superintendent partly to the interruption of regular routine work 
and the placing of a larger number of prisoners in association 
during the progress of structural alterations, and partly to 
numerous resignations in the Indian staff giving rise to the 
employment of inexperienced officers and consequent relaxation 
of <liscipline. 


The capacity of the gaol accommodation extends to 557 
prisoners ; yet on several occasions during 1898 it was found 
necessary to accommodate a slightly larger number, and on one 
occasion room had to be found for as many as 589. It is evident 
that with a growing population and the acquisition of new terri- 
tory the question of increasing the gaol accommodation for the 
Calony will become a pressing one. 
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Hone Kone, The statistics of minor offences reported for the last two years 
898. = may be tabulated as follows :— 


Cases Cases 
—— Reported Reported 
in 1897. in 1898. 


Assault 
Gambling ... 
Miscellaneous 
Drunkenness 
Nuisances ... 


No light or pass ... 150 


Total 


Deduct Decrease ... 
Nett Increase 
The following tabular statement shows the number of persons 


convicted and discharged on account of all offences, serious and 
minor, during each of the last five years :— 


: Year. Convicted. | Discharged. 
| : | 

1894 wee | 7,879 1,042 
| 18995 we | «9,625 1,379 
| 1896 eae 8.698 841 
(1897 ne | 8,496 1,110 
1898 10,523 808 
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The following i is a comparative statement of the various classes Hone Kone, 
of convictions in the five years ending with 1898 :— 1898. 


Serious Offences. 


— 1894. | 1895. | 1896. 1897. | 1898. 


I 
4 


Murder = Sie ‘ie 3 — 2 4 2 

Robbery... das re 3 1 3 9 ; 15 

Burglary and larceny in 5 30 30 32 | 29. . 
dwelling-house. 

Assault with intent to rob... 1 — — — 2 

Kidnapping ... aT sa 23 42 | 52 55 63 


Unlawful possession st 272 433 298 386 454 
Larceny wae one ar 878 937 970 954 1,042 
Other felonies _... xh 39 35 23 57 47 


ee | eee | enero aecececoceee | eects | cert EE 


Total ... «| 1,224 | 1,478 | 1378 | 1,497 | 1,654 


Minor Offences. 


i 


eer re 


— 1894. 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 


1,795 2,380 
666 | 1,077 
| 4,538 5,412 


! 

| | | 
Assault oo... use wwe | 1,151 : 1,503 | 144 
Gambling 2.00 we | 843 | 


Miscellaneous ea oo. | 4,161 


Total re eee | 6,155 


8,147 | 7,320 | 6,999 | 8,869 
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VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


(A.) POPULATION. 


The population of the last census, which was taken in 1597, 
was 246,880. As the returns of the 1891 census gave the figures 
at 221,441, there is thus an increase of 25,439. 

It is estimated that in the middle of 1898 the population stood 
as follows :— 

Non-Chinese civil population... ee 8,732 
Chinese population :— 
City of Victoria, including Peak and 
tonecutters’ Island oes «» 165,900 


Villages in Hong Kong and Kowloon 39,940 
Floating population... sie .. 33,370 


Total... see sae ... 239,210 


Army ... Se ee a ww. 8,073 
| Navy ses ms vee — sie 3,385 


Total estimated population 
of the Colony... ... 254,400 


(B.) Pusiic Haru. 


The total number of deaths during 1898 was 5,674, showing a 
death-rate of 22°3. Of the 5,674 deaths recorded, 1,175 were 
from plague ; therefore excluding deaths from plague the death- 
rate for the year was only 17:7. 


The deaths were distributed as follows :— 
Non-Chinese :— 
White ... 200,showing a death-rate of 16°2 
Coloured... 91 ni 33°6 
Chinese... 5,383 i, as 22°5 


Total ... 5,674 Average death-rate... 22°3 


eer ed iii 


The deaths in the army numbered 32, of which 23 were British 
and the rest Indian; in the navy there were 11 deaths among 
British seamen. Seven per 1,000 of the deaths among British 
troops were due to malarial diseases alone. T'wo Indian soldiers 
and one British soldier died of plague. Of this disease there was a 
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serious outbreak in the spring, and of the 1,320 cases reported 
1,175 proved fatal. This represents a mortality of 88:1 per cent. 
There was also an outbreak of small-pox. From enteric fever 
the total deaths numbered 23, which represents a mortality of 
44°2 per cent. The mortality among the European cases was 
35°] per cent. 


(C.) SANITATION, 


Sanitary conditions are still far from perfect, and the Govern- 
ment recognises that sanitation is one of the most important 
matters that can engage its attention. There has been an 
improvement during the past four or five years, owing to a strict 
enforcement of the Public Health Ordinance (No. 24 of 1887) and 
the Insanitary Properties Ordinance (No. 15 of 1894). But 
this improvement cannot be said to be universal, and it is to be 
feared that many of the Chinese dwellings in the city are 
structurally in a very insanitary condition. There was an Insani- 
tary Properties Commission appointed during the year, and as a 
result of its enquiries a number of recommendations were 
submitted to the Government. These recommendations, together 
with amendments suggested by the Board, will be embodied in a 
Bill which, when it becomes law, will probably do much for the 
amelioration of the present unsatisfactory state of affairs. 


It has recently been proposed to erect a refuse destructor of 
the type now common in many English cities, whereby the town 
refuse may be destroyed in forced draught furnaces instead of 
being conveyed to dumping grounds as at present. Estimates 
have been received from two English firms, and the Government 
hopes to find an early opportunity of giving this matter the 
attention which it deserves. 


(D.) CLIMATE. 


1, Ramfall—The total rainfall for the year was 57:025 inches. 
In 1897 it was 100°v3. The wettest months were June (14°25 
inches) and August (9°9 inches). The driest month was December, 
with 0°025 inches. The greatest rainfall on any day was that on 
August 25th (2°585 inches). On 213 days there was no rain. 
The relative humidity of the atmosphere throughout the year 
was 74°6 per cent.; December was lowest with 52 per cent., 
May and June were highest with 83 per cent. The average 
daily sunshine throughout the year was 5°8 hours, as com- 
pared with 4°78 in 1897. On 41 days only no sunshine was 
recorded. 


Hona Kone, 
1898. 
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2. Temperature.—The average monthly temperature through- 
out the year was 72°2° F., as compared with 71°7° F. in 1897. 
The maximum monthly temperature was in July, with 81°7° F. ; 
the minimum in January, with 60°1° F. The highest recorded 
temperature was on May 30th, with 91°5° F.; the lowest on 
January 25th, with 46°1° F. 


3. Direction and Force of Wind.—The typhoons of 1898 were 
above the average as regards both number and intensity. 
Telegraphic connections were interrupted 12 times, as well as 
during some thunderstorms. The maximum wind velocity for any 
month was 62 in August ; the minimum 26 in September. 


VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


(A.) PostaL SERVICE. 


As compared with 1897, the amount of international corre- 
spondence shows an increase of 734,460 covers ; the local 
correspondence—by which is meant correspondence with the 
agencies where Chinese post offices are now established—shows 
an increase of 26,930 covers. The sale of stamps increased to the 
extent of $51,736.27. The nett increase of revenue derived from 
all postal sources in 1898 as compared with 1897 was $68,563.50. 
The corresponding increase in expenditure was $34,480.83. The 
balance of revenue over expenditure was $95,618.47, an increase 
of $34,082.27 above that shown in 1897. 


The establishment of penny postage, together with the reduc- 
tion of the local rate from 10 cents to 4 cents per half ounce with 
the United Kingdom, its dependencies, and Canada, has been 
estimated to cause a probable loss of $30,000 during the current 
year. The Postmaster-General reports that it has already 
enhanced the volume of correspondence very largely. 


Branch post offices were opened during 1898 at Kowloon and 
West Point. 


The money passing through the Money Order Office was about 
the same in 1898 as in 1897, namely, $521,711 in the latter year 
and $527,413 in the year that has passed. The nett commission 
collected, however, was $360 more in 1898 than in 1897. 
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The following table of revenue for the last ten years shows the Hone Kona, 
increase in postal business that has taken place :— 1898. 


Year. 


1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


Amount. 


$ 
142,309.11 
148,459.98 


142,770.03 | 


157,699.03 
167,596.77 
192,172.42 
244,449.71 
245,280.33 


268,616.49 | 


337,179.99 


—— 


— eee 


| 


| 
| 


$ 
20,818.15 Deficit. 


5,458.16 Surplus. 


2,605.02 
3,450.73 
14,309.81 
8,820.27 
50,209.44 
56,999.16 
61,536.20 
95,618.47 


ee te 


” 


ee 


The working expenses of 1889 were only $15,666.25 less than 
those of 1898 ; yet the deficit of $20,000 in the former year has 
become a surplus of $95,000 in the latter. 
department has paid into general revenue $278,189.11. 


In ten years this 


The Postmaster-General reports that he is able to speak highly 
of most of the seniors on the staff, but that the juniors lack a 
sense of responsibility, and it is doubtful if many of them intend 


to remain in the service. 
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(B.) VOLUNTEER FORCES. 


The field battery numbered 117, of whom 93 were efficients ; 
while the figures for the Machine Gun Company were 58 and 43 
respectively. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The most important event of the year 1898 as regards this 
Colony was the grant by China of a lease for 99 years of a 
portion of the mainland and some of the surrounding islands to 
(;reat Britain as an extension of the Colony. The Honourable 
J. H. Stewart Lockhart, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, who 
was on leave in England, returned to Hong Kong, and in August 
visited the territory thus granted, upon the capabilities of which 
he made an exhaustive report. The occupation of the extended 
area was not effected during the year under review, and will be 
more properly dealt with in the report on the Blue Book for the 
current year. 


The year 1898 witnessed a recurrence of the plague, which 
carried off 1,175 people. The proportion of Europeans attacked 
was somewhat greater than during the preceding epidemic. So 
far medical science appears to be equally at fault as to its 
prevention or its cure. The most active measures were taken by 
the health officers and the Sanitary Board, but without an 
apparent effect upon the course of the epidemic, which coped 
increased, declined, and disappeared synchronously with the 
epidemic in Canton and other towns where no attempt whatever 
was made to check its ravages. The terror inspired by the 
epidemic of 1894 among the Chinese has apparently ceased, as 
there was no exodus during 1898. The coolies, who are almost 
exclusively the victims, seem to accept the possibilities with 
stoical equanimity. 

Emigration decreased as compared with 1897. At the Emi- 
gration Office 8,497 women and children were examined under 
the “ Chinese [Emigration Consolidation Ordinance, 1889,” and 
allowed to proceed to their destination. In 1897 the numbers 
were 8,501. Immigration from China tothe Colony is considerable, 
and among the immigrants, as is inevitable, there are many 
representatives of the vicious and criminal classes of the mainland, 
who add considerably to the difficulties with which the Hong Kong 
police have to contend. 


The increase of piracy on the West River is a serious hindrance 
to the advancement of our trade, and the time iz coming when 
this question must be taken up if our trade is not to be strangled. 
It is at present one of the most important factors in the future 
condition of the trade of this Colony with the West River. 


Hone Kona, 
1898. 


Hone Koxe, 
1898. 
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The public works undertaken during the year have been 
extensive, and are expected to be of permanent value. The 
Praya Reclamation is still being proceeded with, and is adding to 
the beauty as well as to the value of the City of Victoria. 


Rents, wages, and the price of food have for some time past 
been on a rapid increase. The wages of coolies are about seven 
or eight dollars a month, and of house servants twelve to twenty, 
whereas in Canton the same class of servants can still be hired 
for six dollars and seven dollars respectively. 


The climate of Hong Kong for five months in the year is very 
good, though the temperature is rather subject to sudden fluctua- 
tions. The summer months are trying to Europeans, owing to 
the damp heat. 


It does not appear that there are very many available openings 
for white labour ; and it would not be advisable to emigrate to 
this Colony without some definite prospect of employment. 


Openings for the investment of capital, if we except trade 
investments, have perhaps hitherto been rather restricted ; but in 
view of the development of the Kowloon Extension there will 
probably be openings for capital in the future. 


The social condition of the Colony is fairly satisfactory. No 
complaint can be made of the attendance of the Chinese at the 
numerous schools which exist primarily for their benefit, and all 
the pupils seem anxious to acquire a good working knowledge of 
the English language. 


The year 1898 was marked by the retirement of my predecessor, 
Sir William Robinson, G.C.M.G., who is to be congratulated 
on the amelioration in the general condition of the Colony during 
his administration of the Government. He left the Colony in 
February, 1898, and from that date until my arrival towards the 
close of the year the Government was administered by Major- 
General Wilsone Black, who, in his capacity as General Officer 
Commanding the Forces, reached the limit of his term of office at 
the same time. He was succeeded in his military command by 
Major-General Gascoigne, C.M.G., who arrived in the Colony 
on Christmas Day. During a great part of the year the Colonial 
Secretary, Mr. J. H. Stewart Lockhart, C.M.G., was absent 
from his post and his place was taken, as Acting Colonial 
Secretary, by Mr. T. Sercombe Smith. The only other change 
of importance in the public service of the Colony consisted 
in the resignation of Mr. H. E. Wodehouse, C.M.G., after 
a long and meritorious service in various offices in the Civil 
Service. 
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[ arrived in Hong Kong on the 25th November and assumed Hone Kona, 
the administration of the Government. I am informed on what 1898. 
I consider excellent authority that the commercial condition of = —~_ 
the Colony was never more satisfactory. The value of property 
is steadily increasing, and of the companies quoted in the weekly 
share lists more than 80 per cent. of the shares are quoted ahove 
ie What the ultimate results of the political events in the Far 

ast during the year 1898 may be as regards the trade of this 
Colony I know too little at prexent to forecast, but I see no 
ground for apprehension that Hone Kone will not continue to 
enjoy in the future the prosperity that the energy of her merchants 
has won for her in the present. 


I have, &c., : 
Henry A. BLaAkg, 


Governor. 
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The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Pessessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. Year. 


256 | Newfoundland ... eas sae wie .- | 1896-97 
297 | Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands ae 1898 
298 | British New Guinea ... bey is we. | 1897-98 
209 | Bermuda sa ise oo: sas ae 
261) | Niger.—West African Frontier Force .» | 1897-98 
261 | Jamaica... ; f — sete 


262 | Barbados aud se sce ore 2 1898 
263 | Falkland Islands ase ae Gs sg sé 
264 | Gambia ... ses ws ioe oo ee - 
265 | St. Helena ve aes es dog. Ba Ae - 
266 | Leeward Islands wee seis as Sie e 
267 | St. Lucia Ss sae she es bas as 
968 | Fiji 9... enue tte weet ; 
269 | Turks and Caicos Islands .... wes seg = 
27) Malta... see cae ae er sine . 
271 | Gold Coast ies a wee = ee a 
272 | Trinidad ie es See ee axe 3 
213 | Sierra Leone... see aa eae es $s 


274 | Ceylon ... 


* 


275 British Solomon Islands oe a a 1898-99 


276 | Gibraltar = sais o 4 = 1898 
277 | Bahamas sie ios woe ee oe . 
278 | British Honduras ~~ wa rer sae mm 
279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues _... pas oe ” 
280 | Grenada... bee ee ve ses ee - 
281 | St. Vincent - aie ze ae i “ 
282 | Hong Kong ... Sg i die 4 ‘3 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. | Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast... te ... | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand ... sia ... | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone biog ... | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada... es ... | Emigration. 

) | Bahamas... ... ... | Sisal Industry. 

6 | Hong Kong se .-. | Bubonic Plague. 

7 =| Newfoundland ... ... | Mineral Resources. 
_ 8 | Weetern Pacific... ... | British Solomon Islands. 

9 | Dominica ... ee .. | Agriculture. 

10. Virgin Islands ...  ... | Condition during 1897. 
11 | Grenada ... we ee | Agriculture in Carriacou. 


| 
12 | Anguilla... Jae ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
| , 


i ote 


eee 
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Governoeg Sir A. W. L. HEmMine to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


King’s House, 
Jamaica, 
12th September 1899. 


SIR 
"With reference to your circular despatch of 31st J swe A 


last, I have the honour to transmit my Report on the Blue Boo 


of this Colony for the year ended 3lst March 1899. 


I have, &c., 
Avcustus W. L. HEmMMING, 
Governor. 


GOVERNOR’S REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF 
THE COLONY OF JAMAICA FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 3lst MARCH 1899. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The deficit of general revenue as compared with general 
expenditure on the 31st March 1898 amounted to £123,291. The 
revenue collected during the year 1898-99 amounted to £600,271, 
and the expenditure to £630,702, leaving a deficit on the year’s 
transactions of £30,431, which added to the deficit left over from 
the preceding year made the deficit of general revenue on 
31st March 1899 £153,722. 


Comparing the two years 1897-98 and 1898-99, general 
revenue in the former amounted to £540,509, and in the latter 
to £600,271, showing an increase of £59,762 ; general expenditure 
for 1897-98 was £627,422, and for 1898-99, £630,702, an increase 
of £3,280. 


The following is a comparative statement of revenue for the 
two years :— 
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The increase in general revenue was chiefly due to (a) an 
increase in Import Duties of £53,175, due to alterations in the 
tariff under Law 28 of 1898, by which duties were raised gene- 
rally, gspecially on manufactured articles, (4) to the imposition 
of a new tax, viz., on cigars and cigarettes, which yielded £3,004, 
and (c) to the transfer from appropriated to general revenue 
during 1898-99 of the collections under Law 17 of 1890, under 
which certain parochial roads have been taken over as main 
roads. These collections amounted to £24,725 in 1898-99. 
Against the increases under these three items together (£80,904) 
must be set decreases (a) of £4,696 on Rum Duties, (d) of £6,766 
under Reimbursements, and (c) of £13,005 under Miscellaneous, 
to which head a sum of £15,262 was credited in 1897-98 on 
account of profit by the sale of sinking funds. The aggregate of 
these decreases—£24,467—-taken from £80,904 leaves £56,437, 
or £3,325 less than the actual net increase of £59,762, which is 


explained by increases exceeding decreases on the several other 
heads. 


The following is a comparative statement of expenditure for 
the two years in question :— 
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The net increase of expenditure in 1898-99 (£3,280) was very 
small, : 


° 3 


The largest. increases occurred under Revenue Departments 
£2,646, due chiefly to the reimbursement of expenses of collecting 
certain parochial funds (£1,992) being no longer credited to this 
account; Postal Service £4,274, owing chiefly to £2,140 of the 
Colony’s contribution to the Postal Union (£5,140) being trans- 
ferred from “ Miscellaneous” account, which had hitherto been 
charged £3,000 only ; Military £4,437, due to an increased vote 
for the Jamaica Militia, which enabled a larger force to be raised ; 
and Public Works £19,424, arising from the expenditure under 
Law 17 of 1890(referred to above in dealing with revenue) being 
now charged to general expenditure. a 


The chief decreases occurred under (1) Charges of Debt 
£5,336 Interest amounting to £7,142 was paid in 1897-98 under 
the guarantee loan which was called in in that year, and £20 on 
account of coupons not presented was paid in 1898-99. (2) 
Judicial £3,820; (3) Medical £4,947, and Hancation £2,497; with 
smaller decreases on other departments, particularly the Con- 
stabulary and Prisons, which arose generally from new arrangements 
by whish economy was secured. The cessation of the subsidy for 
the Coasting Service on account of which £1,707 14s. was 
expended in 1897-98, and the expenditure in that year of £2,373 
for Jubilee celebrations accounted for further decreases in 1898-99. 

The total revenue and expenditure for the five years ended 
31st March 1899 are as follows:— . 


— | 1894-95] 1995-96 196-7 197-98 1998-99. Total. 


of gg |. £ £ £ £ 
Revenue ... | 624,024 | 646,103 | 591,864 | 540,509 | 600,271-| 3,002,771 
Expenditure ... | 580,803 | 605,505 | 629,764 | 627,422 | 630.702 | 3,074,196 


As: regards 1897-98 and 1898-99, the following changes in 


‘ methods of accounting made in 1898-99 increased the figures for 


general revenue and expenditure as compared with the previous 


--year, viz. :— 


1. Under Law 4 of 1898 the colléctions under Law 17 of 1890 
for the up-keep of roads taken over as main roads were shown as 
general revenue, and the expenditure for such up-keep was 
correspondingly shown as general expenditure. 


2. The expense incurred by the Callector-General’s Department 
in collecting parochial rates was for the first time treated as a 
part of the expenditure of the department. 
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3. The expense incurred by the Audit Office in auditing the Jamatca, 
accounts of the Parochial Boards was similarly treated in the 1898-9. 
same way as (2) for the first time. a 


Collections made under (1) amounted to £24,725 in 1898-99, 
oe ee ee under (1) to £20,189, and under (2) and (3) to £1,992 
and £537 respectively. Had the accounts therefore been treated 
asin 1897-98, general revenue would have been £575,546 and 
general expenditure £607,984. 


IMPORTANT CHANGES IN TAXATION. 


The most important measure as affecting taxes and dues which 
was passed during the year 1898-99 was the Tariff Law 28 of 
1898. The object of the law was to recoup as far as possible a 
considerable temporary deficit in the revenue, and it was only in 
force to the end of the year. It increased the duties on most 
imported articles. As regards foods, drinks, and narcotics, 
duties were increased on several articles already rated, e.g.; on 
spirits from 12s. 6d. per liquid gallon to 16s. per proof gallon, 
poe the duty should in no case be less than 12s. 6d. per 
iquid gallon. On “unenumerated ” foods and drinks, which had 
usually borne an ad valorem duty of 12} per cent., 20 per cent. 
was imposed. On aaaeactaned: articles, except cotton piece 
goods which remained at 12} per cent., duties varying from 
20 per cent. to 25 per cent. were imposed, the heavier duty 
being placed almost entirely on articles of luxury. 


The Rum Duty Law 31 of 1898 reduced the duty from 6s. to 
5s. per proof gallon, as the former duty was considered to press 
unduly on a declining native industry. 


Succession duties were imposed for the first time by Law 20 
of 1898. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


On the 3lst March 1899 the assets of the Colony stood at 
£916,030 and the habilities at £1,069,7°2, leaving a balance 
against the Colony of £153,722. In making this computation 
£700,000 Jamaica Railway second mortgage bonds are no longer 
reckoned as an asset, nor are certain advances to hotels. On the 
31st March 1898 the assets, including the second mortgage bonds, 
&c., were reckoned at £1,477,069 and the liabilities at £900,956, 
leaving a balance in favour of the Colony of £576,113, or, if the 
bonds in question be excluded from assets, a balance against the 
Colony of £123,887. The debit balance therefore increased by: 
£29,835 during the year. 


The following is a comparative statement of the assets and 
liabilities on the 31st March 1898 and 1899 respectively :— 
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Under Liabilities, the increase in deposits at interest is chiefly 
due to a gratifying increase in Savings Bank deposits, which rose 
from £469,513 in 1897-98 to £493,894 in 1898-99. The large 
increase of deposits not at interest invested occurs under Chancery 
Fund Account £25,332, which a glance at assets shows to be 
practically all invested. Thedecrease on account of Loan Works 
occurred almost entirely on the public buildings and Jamaica 
bridges loans, and was due to expenditure for these purposes 
under the loans lessening the amount for which the Treasury 
was liable. 


Under Assets, the decrease in other securities is due to the 
striking out for the first time of the second mortgage bonds, while 
the considerable increase of £60,542 under Advances to be 
Recovered arises chiefly from advances to the Kingston General 
Commissioners for sewerage, streets, and waterworks purposes, 
totalling £75,678. Against this must be set a decrease under 
advances to Parochial Boards, owing to a large increase in 
repayments of advances by these Boards. 


PusBLic DEBT, SHOWING PROVISION FOR 
REPAYMENT. 


The public debt of the Colony, after allowing for provision 
made by means of sinking funds for repayment of loans raised 
through debentures or inscribed stock, stood as follows in each of 
the last five years :-— 


re eee ree a ee ee eee 


Year. Amount. 

£ 
1894-95... oo eee 1,856,345 
1895-96... eve ove 1,873,859 
1896-97... ee wes 1,860,181 
1897-98 ose oe 2,058,912 


1898-99 ... vee ue 2,053,822 


a 
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Jamatca, § These figures include (A) certain monies, chiefly legacies for 
1898-9. the endowment of schools, which had been permanently deposited 
with the Government and appropriated thereby for the purposes 
of the trust, and the interest on which is guaranteed by the Act 
28 Vic. cap. 23. (B) Certain deposits on account of the widows 
and orphans (1) of clergy who were on the civil establishment, 
and (2) of public servants properly speaking. The interest on 
these deposits is chargeable to Genecal revenue. (C) Loans for 
general purposes of Government raised by means of debentures 
or inscribed stock which are redeemed by drawing of lots, while 
sinking funds are provided also for gradually extinguishing the 
liability ; and (D) Loans for special purposes, 7.c., undertakings 
for the benefit of Kingston and its neighbourhood, of which the 
Kingston General Commissioners have the management. These 
loans are secured primarily on special revenues, guaranteed by 
the general revenue of the Colony. 


In 1898-99 the liability under each of these heads was as 
follows :— 


£ ss. d. £ 5s. d. 

Funded Debt ... ssi eee see wes 77,416 6 11 
Deposits at Interest ... «. 123,830 11 3 

Less Investments aus .. 11,809 6 7 112,021 4 8 

189,437 1l 7 

Loans for general purposes... ase -» 1,612,420 12 10 

Loans for special purposes... re a 251,963 8 6 


Total ... £2,053,821 12 11 


The third item is the only one which is strictly speaking 
ublic debt, as distinguished from Government liabilities or 
lebentare and stock debt. 


Of loans for general purposes outstanding on 31st March 1899, 
£363,575 was raised by means of debentures which have not 
been converted into inscribed stock, and £1,260,159 10s. 8d. is 
inscribed stock raised in England, £875,874 of which represents 
debentures raised for general purposes and converted into stock, 
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while £123,360 is inscribed stock raised in Jamaica. ‘Of loans 
for special purposes, £241,620 represent debentures and £37,980 
inscribed stock. The total debenture debt outstanding on the 
date mentioned was therefore £605,195, and inscribed stock debt 
£1,421,499 10s. 8d., amounting together to £2,026,694 10s. 8d. 
Of this amount £1,747,094 10s. 8d. was debt for Government 
purposes, to repay which there were sinking funds-“amounting to 
£134,673 17s. 10d., leaving a net liability of £1,612,420 12s. 10d., 
while debt for special purposes was £279,600, against which 
must be set £27,636 lls. 6d. of sinking funds, leaving a net 
liability of £251,963 8s. 6d., or together of £1,864,384 1s. 4d. 
On the greater portion, say nearly six-sevenths of the 
debenture and stock debt, interest is payable at 4 per cent., 
on deposits 6 per cent. is patd, and on funded debt 6 per cent. 
and upwards. 


CURRENCY. 


The money of account in Jamaica is pounds, shillings, and 
ence sterling. The general currency is British sterling silver. 
British gold has a very limited circulation, its place for large 
transactions being taken by a paper currency issued by the 
Colonial Bank, London, through its local branch. This bank 
carries on business under The Imperial Act 19 & 20 Vic. cap. 3. 
British copper coinage is replaced by a nickel one of the 
same denominations, which is specially issued from the Mint 
for use in the Colony. This metal is recommended in Jevons’ 
“ Money and the Mechanism of Exchange” as very suitable 
for coinage. 


The British silver coins in circulation are crowns (very rare), 
half-crowns (rather infrequent), florins, shillings, sixpences, and 
threepences. 


Silver coins current in Great Britain and above the value of 
sixpence are legal tender in Jamaica to any amount, those of 
lower value to the extent of forty shillings in any one payment. 
Nickel coins are legal tender to the extent of iecles of a denomi- 
nation for one payment, e.y., pennies to one shilling, half-pence 
to sixpence, farthings to threepence. | 


Other coins current here are doubloons, Mexican and Spanish, 
of full weight at £3 4s., doubloons, Columbian, at £3., aliquot 
parts in proportion, and United States American gold on a basis 
of 4s. 1d. value to the dollar. 


During the 20 years ended 3lst December 1898 the Colonial 
Bank imported silver coins of a total value of £533,443, and 
~exported.such coin to a value of £817,414,_ __.. 
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For the five years 1894-98 the average circulation was :— 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF PAROCHIAL BOARDS. 


Parochial Boards were instituted for the management of 
municipal affairs and the maintenance of parochial roads, as 
distinguished from main roads, within their respective parishes. 


Their revenue is derived from local rates and taxes collected 
by Government revenue officers, and from fees, such as market 
fees. 


The following is a comparative statement of the revenue and 
expenditure of these Boards for the five years ended 31st March 
1899, to which are added the figures for Kingston, whose muni- 
cipality is the most important of these Boards :— ’ 


1894-95. | 1895-96. | necea: 1897-98 46 1898-99. 


| A ee 


Revenue of all Boards _... | 111,706 | 113,702 | 108,232 | 104,307 | 117,568 


Expenditure ,, 3 eee | 120,134 | 128,580 | 135,842 | 125,704 | 111,288 
Revenue of Kingston eo. | 24,855 | 26,190 | 25,656 | 25,870 | 30,313 


Expenditure _,, w | 27,270 | 29,168 | 35,334 | 32,557 | 28,643 
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DEBTS OF MUNICIPALITIES AND BOARDS. 


In 1898-99 the total amount due by Parochial Boards to 
general revenue was £108,645. Of this amount, £17,008 were 
lent to St. Catherine, £16,508 to Kingston, £14,171 to St. James, 
leaving £60,958 due by the other parishes. 


Of the total indebtedness, £45,936, or over two-fifths, were 
due on account of water supplies, chiefly for towns and villages, 
£39,277 for the construction of markets, and £14,145 advances 
to pauper funds, usually for the construction of almshouses, or to 
avert deficiencies. These advances are repayable from rates or 
fees levied for the purpose. The remaining advances were 
principally for roads or sanitary objects, and are being met 
either from collections of specific rates or from the Parochial 
Surplus Fund, which is devoted to useful local objects. The 
most important of these latter advances are for the benefit of 
Kingston, £6,304 to the Kingston Road Fund, £1,254 for 
improvements in certain suburban districts, and £3,850 for the 
reconstruction of the theatre, this last amount being the only 
considerable debt incurred by a Parochial Board for other than 
a strictly necessary purpose. 


Debts to general revenue, ageregating £53,741, were out- 
standing in 1898-99 on account of specific undertakings by 
corporations formed for the purpose. 


Of these, the Kingston General Commissioners owed by far 
the greatest amount, £34,390 being due for advances made to 
meet expenditure for sewage works, and £16,288 for advances 
on account of waterworks, so as to enable the works to be con- 
tinned pending the raising of loans for the purpose. These 
amounts form part of the sum of £75,678 referred to under the 
head of Assets and Liabilities. In addition to these amounts, thie 
Kingston General Commissioners have incurred debt on account 
of amounts raised by means of debentures or inscribed stock and 
guaranteed by general revenue. These are referred to more 
particularly under the head of “ Debt.” 


II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES 


IMPORTS AND ISXPORTS. 


The imports and exports of the year ended 31st March 1899 
were both greater in value than in the preceding year; imports 
amounted to £1,788,432, as against £1,674,380, an increase of 
£114,052 in value and 6°8 in percentage of value, and exports to 
£1,662,543, as against £1,448,443, an increase of £214,100 in 
value and 14°8 in percentage of value. 


4066*—5 B 


JAMAICA, 
1898-9. 


Jamaica, 
1898-9, 


18 COLONIAL BEPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Under imports, the very considerable increase of £164,543 on 
manufactured articles was partially set off by a decrease of 
£50,265 on live animals, food, drink, and narcotics, whilst a 
small decrease on raw material was almost counterbalanced by a 
small increase on specie. On the other hand, exports showed an 
increase on every head except manufactured articles, in which 
there was a trifling decrease of £2,895. 


The year was one of abundant rain, which benefitted both 
astoral and agricultural interests. A heavy duty imposed on 
imported animals checked importations, and there was also a 
brisk export trade to Cuba in stock and poultry. Less cereals 
were imported owing to an abundance of ground provisions. 
These several causes increased the exports, relieved the depression 
and enabled the community to provide itself with a greater 
quantity of manufactured articles, notwithstanding a general 
increase in import duties. The increase in importations only 
began in October, that is about the middle of the financial year, 
and this month therefore probably marks the end of the 
depression which had existed since 1896. 


The following table of imports and exports for the past five 
years shows that there had been signs of this depression for a 
couple of years before its occurrence :— 
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Dealing first with exports, the following figures show the increases or decreases 


Article. 
Cocoanuts 
Coffee ... aes 
Fruit—Bananas 

‘ Oranges 
Ginger ... 
Logwood oe 
Pimento 
— se 
Sugar 


4 


Quantity. 


1897-98. 


Cwt. 
16,016 


Number. 
11 933,726 


Cwt. 
85,410 


Bunches. 
6,981,858 


Numter. 
88,013,091 


Cwt. 
38,828 

Gallons. 
1,379,278 


Cwt. 
284,375 


Value, ten chief } ; 


products ex- 
tee 


Value, all pro- 
duets exported 


Cwt. 
21,012 


Number. 
11,967,902 


Cwt. 
110,290 


Bunches. 
7,497,281 


Number. 


107,190,041 


Cwt. 
15,197 


Cwt. 
77,939 


Gallons. 
1,564,436 


Cwt. 


360.748 - 


Value. 


£ 
87,435 


39,648 


165,494 


445,866 


134,674 


34,884 


118,215 


52,943 


92,053 


120,959 


1,242,171 


1,377,826 


£ 
53,380 
34,109 
162,219 
468,580 
123,715 
43,374 
113,980 
127,624 
104,296 


150,312 


1,381,589 


1,532,378 


+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


Increase or Decrease 


(as shown by + or —) 


on 1897-98. 


Cwt. 


Number. 


+ 434,176 


Cwt. 


Bunches. 


4+ 515,423 


Number. 


+19,176,950 


Cwt 


Cwt. 
+ 39,111 


Gallons. 


4,996 


24,880 


2,624 


185,158 


Cwt. 
76,373 


1898-99. 1897-98. | 1898-99. Quantity | Value 


— 3,275 


+ 22,714 


— 10,959 


+ 8,490 


— 4235 


+ 74,681 


4+ 12,243 


+ 29,353 


4+-139,418 


+154,552 | 
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in quantity, value, and price of the ten principal articles of island produce, viz.:— 


Percentage 
Increase or Decrease 
on 1897-98. Price. Remarks. 
Quantity.| Value. 
| 
a. d. 


+ 13:1 | + 42°6 | 1897-98: 46 9 per cwt. Total value quadrupled since 1888-89. 
Price rising of late years. 
1898-99: 5010 ,, ,, 


+ 38|]— 140 | 1897-98: 68 9 ,, M. Total value doubled since 1888-89. Price 
declining of late years. 
1898-99: 57 3 , 4 


+ 29°71) — 1°9 | 1897-98: 38 9 ,, cwt. Value little more than half that of 
1888-89. Price about two-fifths former 
1898-99: 29 


average ; has declined remarkably last 

| two years. 
+ 74] + £05 | 1897-98: 1 34 ,, bunch. anty more than doubled in last ten 
: Price about 30 per cent. less 


io) 
Ld 
~~ 
~~ 
< 


yea 
1898-99: 13, ,, sha: 1888- 89, but it rose towards end 
of year. 
+ 2183) — 81 1897-98: 30 7 ,, M. | Value more than doubled in decade. 
, _ Price rising generally, except in 1898-99. 
| 1898-99: 2411 ,, ,, || That of 1897-98 a fair average. 


+ 209 | + 24:3 | 1897-98: 55 6 ,, cwt. Value more than doubled in decade. 
! Price rismg generally in last five 

1898-99: 57 1 ,, ,, years. 
+ 19;— 36 | 1897-98: 55 6 ,, ton. || Value not one-third of that ten years 
ago. Price rose to 100s. in 1893-94 ; 
1898-99: 52 6, ,, declined remarkably in last two years. 


+ 1007} + 141-1 1897-98: 27 34 ,, cwt. Value about double that of 1888-89, but 
7 value and price of 1898-99 abnormally 


1898-99: 32 9 ,, ,, high, though both brightening in last 
five years. 
+ 133) + 1897-98: 1 4 ,, gallon.) Value about half that of ten years ago 
Price has fallen from 2s. a gallon in 
1898-99: 1 4 ,, ,, 1893-94 to 1s. 4d. a gallon. 
+ 269) + 243 | 1897-98: 8 6 ,, cwt. || Value little more than half that of 
1898-99, Price has declined even more 
1808-99: 8 4 , 4, than that of rum. 
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The above statement shows that in every instance the quantities 
of staples exported increased in 1898-99 compared with 1897-98, 
but that values declined in four cases and prices in seven out of 
ten. The only considerable products which have improved in 
price generally within the past five years are cocoa, ginger, 
pimento, and oranges. 


Salient features of the year were (1) the abnormally high price 
of pimento, which raised the value to a greater figure than it has 
ever attained since 1880, though the quantity was below the 
average of late years, and (2) the improvement of the sugar 
industry after a persistent decline for many years. The old 
staples coffee and logwood continue to suffer from competition 
abroad, in the latter case not alone with foreign wood but also 
with aniline dyes. 


It is an interesting coincidence that while the value of the 
chief products increased from £1,242,171 to £1,381,589, or by 
11°2 per cent., minor products and manufactures increased 
from £135,655 to £150,789, or by 11°1l, almost an identical 
percentage. 


Minor exports which show increases generally in quantity and 
value are fustic, which increased by £10,431 in value, spars by 
£4,592, hides by £3,430. Small decreases occurred on pine- 
apples, limejuice, annatto, beeswax, lignumvite, bitterwood. A 
feature of the exports is the increase in shipments to Cuba. In 
1897-98 the total value of these was £10,325, in 1898-99 £59,350. 
They consisted chiefly of cattle, horses, and mules, poultry, eggs, 
and yams. These exports will, however, probably continue for 
a few years only, as with returned peace and prosperity and 
progressive administration Cuba will become independent of 
such supplies from Jamaica. 


The island’s exports were distributed in the following propor- 
tions during the past five years :— 


United Kingdom ... oes 271 27°6 27°4 22°6 20°6 


» States was bee 58°1 57-0 56°6 62°3 59°1 
Canada 


Other countries... 
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The Collector-General points out that the trade with the 
Mother country and the United States fell a few proportional 
ee owing to the new market developed in Cuba, whither, as 

as been stated, products valued at £59,350 were exported. 
Other countries which took goods to a large extent were Miance 
£96,133, Germany £55,044, Austria £13,924,and Russia £13,420. 
Relatively to 1897-98 the output to the United Kingdom 
increased in value from £318,854 to £342,726, or by over 
7 per cent.,and that to America from £902,932 to £982,464, 
or by over 8 per cent., so that the real cause of the seeming 
declension in English trade, if proportional parts only are 
regarded, is the far greater relative increase in trade with 
foreign countries. . 


The following were the percentages of exportable value of the 
chief products of the Colony during the five years 1894-95 to 
1898-99. 


i ee, ee eee eae ee aes 
ae | 1894-95.| 1895-96.| 1896-97.| 1897-98.| 1898-99. 


Sugar ... ae oe «© YD | 11:0 10°1 8°3 9°8 


| 
Rum ... ans aes | 10°1 9°3 8-4 6:3 671 
Coffee ... ee sie 19°3 16:0 14°4 11-4 10°5 
Dyewoods ... aa | 19-0 20°4 11°6 8°9 8:8 
Fruit ... ses ee 27°9 29°9 34:3 42°8 41°4 
Pimento sin sina 4°5 5:1 5:2 3°6 8-3 
Minor products van 6:3 8°3 16:1 187 | 151 


These figures, read with those showing the relative distribution 
of exports and the table of increase and decrease of the ten 
products mentioned, will help to explain the proportionate 
declension in trade with the United Kingdom, which 20 years 
ago took over 60 per cent. of the exports. At that time fruit, 
nearly the whole of which has always been exported to the United 
States, and which now forms over 40 per cent. of all exported 
products, was comparatively a minor product, while practically 
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Jamaica, all the rum and logwood and a much larger proportion than at 
1898-9. present of coffee and pimento (all of which except the last were 
— __ of considerably greater value than they are now) were exported 
to the United Kingdom. The market for sugar has also been 
transferred to the States, which takes also our fruit, cocoanuts, 
and usually a larger proportion of coffee, pimento, and logwood 
than the Mother country. Several minor products, ¢.g., ginger 
and cocoa, which are increasing in value, also turtle, limejuice, 
honey, &c., are taken in larger proportion by the United Kingdom, 
but unless the direct steamship service now being arranged for 
can induce a considerable aegeloament of the fruit trade, which 
is now the mainstay of the Colony, the trend of trade must 
continue to be to the United States, a country which is our 
nearest important market, and has a population about double that 
of the United Kingdom. At the same time there is an increasing 
tendency to seek new markets, as exemplified by the large ship- 
ments now made of coffee, cocoa, and logwood to France, pimento 
and rum to Germany, and the recently developed export trade in 
stock to Cuba. 


Before turning to imports, it may be remarked that of the 
total value—£35,588—of manufactured articles only £17,657 is 
for products of the Colony, £17,164 of this latter being the value 
of logwood extract. Of the balance of £17,931, representing 
British and foreign manufactures exported, £3,987 is the value 
of old metal, principally from abandoned sugar estates, The 
increase in specie over last year is «ue chiefly to large exporta- 
tions of gold to the United Kingdom and Cuba. 


Under imports, a decrease of £50,265 occurred on live animals, 
food, drink, and narcotics. The decrease on live animals is 
accounted for by the heavy duty now imposed, The values of 
cattle, horsekind, mules, and sheep decreased by £11,968, a 
sum which has thus been retained in the Colony, instead of 
being sent out in payment for animals which can be and are 
raised here. 


On the other hand, the placing of bees on the free list has given 
a stimulus to apiculture, a rapidly developing industry. No bees 
were imported in 1897-98, while the importations in 1898-99 
were valued at £1,082. 


Thexe were decreases on almost all farinaceous foods, totalling 
£38,139, the largest being on wheat flour £16,739, meal not 
wheat £7,977, bread and biscuit £8,129, and rice £4,660. 
Increased duties were imposed on bread and biscuit, and all meal 
except wheat meal, and the decreases on these articles were about 
40 per cent. each. On the other hand, no increased duties were 
imposed on wheat flour, or farinaceous food not for man, and on 
rice. The decreases in value of these articles, which were less in 
percentage than on those bearing heavier duties, must be 
attributed chiefly to the abundance of root crops and other pro- 
visions, It is not attributable to lowering of prices, which were 
much the same as those of the previous year. The abundance of 
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native provisions probably accounts also for the decrease of JAMAICA, 
£1,095 on peas and beans. That the decreases were not due to tii 
more straitened means, appears probable from the fact that corn, 

of which there is a EASIER small local supply, wheat and 

oats, all being used here as food for animals, increased in net 

value by £5,493. 


Fish stuffs decreased in value by £9,276. Fish dried or salted 
(2.e., cod fish), on which no additional duty was imposed, decreased 
from £119,828 to £116,239, or by £3,589 say 3 per cent., while 
other fish stuffs, on which additional duties were placed, decreased 
from £37,429 to £31,742, or by £5,687, 7.c., 15 per cent. Other 
articles the decreases on which may in part be due to a higher 
tariff of temporary character are butter and butter substitutes, 
cheese, hay and straw, condensed milk, and cotton seed oil. The 
higher duties have had little appreciable effect on bacon, hams, 
beef and pork wet salted, pickles, and sauces. 


Alcoholic beverages increased in value from £52,869 to £65,607, 
or by £12,738. Spirits, which bore additional duties under Law 
28 of 1898, increased only from £11,849 to £12,212, or by £363, 
while ale and beer and wines, the duties on which remained 
unchanged, increased respectively from £31,631 to £40,504, or 
by £8,873, and from £9,389 to £12,891, or by £3,502. These 
several increases, with one of £1,136 on tobacco and of £103 on 
tea, appear to indicate that the community had a larger surplus 
to devote to comforts and luxuries. 


The chief item of “raw material” imported is coal, the value 
in 1898-99 was £45,090, a decrease on 1897-98 of £11,538. 
Contrary to previous years, the chief importations were from the 
United States, instead of the United Kingdom. The comparison 
for the two years is as follows :— 


—_—_— 


Year. United Kingdom. United States. 


—— ee Oe eee 


1897-98 ... | 42,456 tons, or 75 per cent. 13,710 tons, or 24 per cent. 


1898-99 ... | 20,854 tons, or 46 per cent. 24,137 tons, or 53 per cent. 


Importations of coal from the States have been graduall 
increasing. In 1894-95 there were 6,559 tons compared wit 
47,401 from the United Kingdom. 


Manufactures, which are principally imported from the United 
Kingdom, show increases on most articles. 
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Pie following is a comparison for five years of those of greatest 
value :— 


1898-99. 


— | 094-95 1895-96. 496-07] 1897-98. 


Apparel ave ‘a oe | 61,426 | 73,486 
Cottons ‘i ae eos | 299,778 | 293,380 
Haberdashery ese oe | 60,845 | 55,465 
Woollens ... ies coe | 43,370 | 47,786 
Hardware and Cutlery... | 38,129 | 40,099 
Boots and Shoes... we | 70,965 | 59,418 


66,533 | 45,239 | 62,426 
247,431 | 218,851 | 254,310 
42,237 | 33,084 | 28,170 
38,687 | 30,578 | 34,321 
34,638 ne 31,061 
56,091 | 45,190 | 53,721 

| 


The above show increases over 1897-98, except haberdashery, 
which shows the only appreciable decrease in textiles, viz., £4,914, 
compared with that year. This decrease was probably influenced 
by increases of duty from 124 per cent. to 20 and 25 per cent., 
but other classes of imports on which higher duties were laid 
have nevertheless increased in value, e.7., apparel, some cottons, 
linens, woollens, ribbons, while silks have slightly declined. 
These facts appear to point to a healthy revival of trade. 


A feature of the trade in textiles is the advance made by 
American manufacturers in the market for the cheaper description 
of cotton goods. In 1897-98 the value of textiles from the 
States was £26,614, in 1898-99 £50,595, an advance of 
90 per cent. in one year. Of these amounts, cottons, including 
hosiery, &c., represent £16,940 and £40,829 respectively. 


It should be noted, however, that in 1895-96 American textiles 
were £50,187 in value, cottons being £31,858, and that they had 
declined considerably since, until 1898-99. 


Metal manufactures were £230,056, against £132,864, an 
increase of £97,192. The chief portion of this increase is due to 
the construction and equipment of an electric car system in 
Kingston, though increases on articles of general commerce also 
bear testimony to reviving trade. 


- As the Electric Company, which is of Canadian origin, imported 
their materials almost entirely from the United States, this fact 
chiefly accounts for an increase in metal manufactures from that 
country of from £43,535 in 1897-98 to £133,433 in 1898-99. 
A similar temporary increase in this class of manufactures 
occurred during the construction of the railway by American 
contractors. 
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Under “ other manufactures ” the increases generally prepon- 
derate over the decreases. 


The following figures show the respective proportions of imports 
from the several countries during the five years ended 31st March 
1899 :— 


— | 894.95, 1895-96. 


896-97 1897-98.| 1898-99. 


United Kingdom ... see 50°4 48-1 49-9 47°2 44-7 
United States sie i 36°8 418 39°4 43-0 45:1 
Canada aia siti ar 8°5 75 8:2 71 71 
Other countries... i 4°3 2°6 2°5 2:7 31 


The Collector-General points out that probably for the first 
time in the history of the Colony the value of imports from a 
foreign country (United States) ae exceeded the value of those 
drawn from the United Kingdom. As already stated, however, 
a large part of the increased importations from that country in 
1498-99 were materials for an electric tramway system, which 
has now been almost completed. The general trend of the 
Colony’s trade from the United Kingdom to the United States 
is, however, unquestionable, and may be accounted for not only 
by contiguity, but also by the superior finish which is said to be 
given by American manufacturers to cheap articles, such as 
cheap cottons, common boots, shoes, &c., which are so largely 
used by the mass of the people of this Colony. 


MANUFACTURES, MINES, AND FISHERIES. 


Excepting sugar and rum, the manufactured articles of the 
Colony are of comparatively small value and importance. The 
export value of sugar in 1898-99 was £150,312, of rum £104,295, 
and of articles shown in the Blue Book as exported manu- 
factured articles of home production £17,657, making together 
£272,264, 


Besides exported sugar there is a fair quantity manufactured 
for the home market, principally by small settlers. There is no 
means of ascertaining the quantity or value disposed of. The 
prices obtained in the market, which last year were about 2s. 6d. 


eS ee ee eT eee ee ee Ul nnn enn nee en eee ne ccc ene aan. eee ee a el i a es, | 
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to 3s. for 16 quarts, could only prove remunerative to small 
settlers working at home with inexpensive mills driven by their 
own stock. A means of approximately ascertaining the home 
consumption of rum is afforded by the duty of 5s. per proof gallon 
imposed on rum taken out of bond for home consumption. The 
ieee gallon is reckoned at 1°35 to 1 to the liquid gallon. The 
uty collected in 1898-99 was £100,028 ; the number of gallons 
sold locally was about 296,379, making with 1,564,436 exported 
an output of 1,860,815 gallons. 


Of the minor manufactured articles exported the most important 
is logwood extract. The manufacture of this article has only 
been taken up within the past few years. The export value has 
been :— 


Year. Amount. 
£ 
1894-95... agi ave 3,126 
1895-96 27,965 
1896-97 27,525 
1897-98 ... sie a | 20,984 


1898-99... eo sais | 17,164 
| 


Showing unfortunately a decline, except at its first inception. 


76 local manufactories are enumerated in the Blue Book. 
There are 16 for the manufacture of cigars and cigarettes, 
2 tanneries, 10 breweries, 7 aerated water factories, 6 brick-making | 
factories, 2 soap manufactories, 3 ice factories, a match srk 


&c. Most of these are small and employ but few hands. Only 
one employs as many as 130 hands. 


There are no mines and no organized fishing industries in the 
Colony. <A considerable quantity of fish is of course caught off 
the shores of the island for home consumption. 


pe 
e 
’ 
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AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL STATIONS. 


Agricultural Industries. 


During the year 1898-99 excellent seasons were experienced 
generally, and the outlook had improved by the close of the 
year. 


At its commencement, however, the condition of cultivators, 
as gauged by receipts of property and holdings tax, was even 
more depressed than in 1897-98. Thus, the acreages of lands 
on chal property tax was payable in the tax-collecting 


years ended 3lst July 1897 and 1898 respectively were as 
follows :— 


a 1896-97. 1897-98. 
Cultivated land at 3:/. an acre pats 164,644 164,307 
Guinea grass at 14. an acre 124,672 123,136 
Pasture land at 4d. an acre ... 374,244 373,048 
Wood and ruinate at 41. an acre 1,218,149 1,187,909 

Total... ae 1,881,700 1,848,400 


These figures include arrears, which in every case were greater 
than in the preceding year. Were these arrears eliminated, the 
figures for each year would stand at 1,791,160 and 1,725,930 
acres respectively. Similarly, the number of holdings for the 
tax-collecting year 1896-97 stood at 76,585, for 1897-98 at 
71,759 only. 


Returns of acreage and holdings for the financial year ended 
3lst March 1899 are not available, but that the condition of 
cultivators had improved during the 9 months following the 
period to which those returns relate, is shown by the increased 
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collections of internal revenue, particularly on agricultural 
items, ¢.g., payments of quit rents, taxes on cultivated lands 
and on feldings, and purchase money for Crown lands. For 
holdings, the payments for the year ended 3lst March 1898 
were £11,309, but for 1898-99 £13,219; while the taxes on 
cultivated lands gave £5,415 in 1897-98 and £5,838 in 
1898-99. 


This improvement was largely due to the excellent seasons 
causing unusually large crops, which compensated, as a rule, for 
lower prices. Thus, while the export quantity of nine agricultural 
products, each valued at over £30,000 annually, was greater in 
every instance than the yield of 1897-98, the price was less in 
five cases, about the same in one, and greater in three instances, 
viz., those of pimento, ginger, and cocoa, none of which are 
among the chief products. The average price of pimento was 
phenomenally high, 32s. 9d. per cwt., against 27s. 3}d. in 
1897-98, itself an unusually good price. The Collector-General 
points out that the comparatively large output of this article 
was not the result of larger production but of reduction of 
local stocks. 


The upward tendency of sugar and rum, after a decline for 
several years past, was another feature of the year. 


The reports of collectors of taxes on the agricultural outlook 
in their respective parishes were nearly all characterized by a 
buoyant tone, and agree, especially in respect of the latter half of 
the year, that trade is reviving and that there is a healthier and 
more cheerful spirit pervading all classes. Products for the home 
market, fruit, vegetables, ground provisions, and pulse were more 
or less plentiful, and caused a decrease in the importations of 
certain kinds of foods. The peasantry, who are for the most part 
cultivators of their own land, or tenants on fairly easy terms, had 
enough to supply their wants. 


Hopeful signs of a more intelligent determination to meet 
changed conditions, consequent on the decline of former standard 
industries, are the formation and activity of associations like the 
Jamaica Agricultural Society, which specially addresses itself to 
the improvement of breeds of stock, especially small stock, and 
to the spread of information as to the proper methods of culti- 
vating the minor products, the initiation of experiments for placing 
articles on the market profitably in a concentrated form, e.7., log- 
wood extract, farine, banana flour, banana figs, &c., the endeavour 
to find new markets, e.y., for fruit in Europe, and for stock, fowls, 
egos, &c., in Cuba, and the successful practice by a growing 
number of the peasantry of improved methods taught them by 
the Instructor from the Botanical Department. As an instance, 
one of the reports by collectors of taxes speaks of the ready sale 
in Mandeville of grapes grown by peasants at Alligator Pond, 
who have taken up viticulture under directions given by the 
Instructor. Peasant lads taught at Hope Industrial School 
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aed deaas very successfully during the year budding operations 
or a proprietor near Brown’s Town, at a cost to him of £4 3s., 
while budded trees procured from nurseries would have cost 
£30 5s., irrespective of the expense of transit. 


At Montpelier, the property of the Hon. Evelyn Ellis, an 
extensive factory for the manufacture of cigars is now in full 
working, the entire cigar being the product of Jamaica soil. 
Mr. Ellis has planted out 60 acres exclusively with seedlings of 
the famous Vuelta Abajo tobacco, obtained from the Botanical 
Department ; the tobacco, cured on the spot, realized high prices 
in New York. This gentleman has also during the past year 
successfully prepared ensilage from native plants, cured banana 
figs, &c. Orange growers from Florida have induced several 
poe to properly cultivate the trees instead of practically 
eaving them to nature, after clearing the surrounding land, and 
there has been much activity during the year in the planting and 
cultivation of new orange groves. 


The banana industry, now the mainstay of our agriculture, was 
initiated by an American sea-captain, the founder of the Boston 
Fruit Company. At the same time Jamaicans have not been 
behind hand. As an instance, may be cited the wide cultivation 
of late years by native landowners of bananas on the irrigated 
plains of St. Catherine. The area so cultivated is stated ina 
report by the collector of taxes to be more than double that lost 
to cane culture by the abandonment of many sugar estates in that 
soe In the neighbouring district of Vere, which has ae 

een devoted to cane cultivation, it is hoped irrigation will be 
established ere long. Should this hope be realized, the sugar 
industry in that district will probably be saved from the fate 
which has befallen it in the plains of St. Thomas in the east. In 
St. Thomas, however, the Boston Fruit Company are cultivating 
bananas widely, as also tomatoes and other vegetables for the 
American atkek But Jamaica, with two-thirds of the surface 
wholly uncultivated, needs the sugar as well as the fruit industry, 
instead of the substitution of the one for the other. 


Botanical Stations, 


The Botanical Department did useful work during the year in 
experimental cultivation, in the distribution of plants and seeds, 
and in affording information by means of bulletins and private 
correspondence with planters. 


The department distributed during the year no less than 
197,139 plants, of which the greater proportion were economic 
plants. . 


Advice was given during the year to orange growers 
as to remedies for sickly plants, to cocoa planters by leaflets and 
demonstrations by the Agricultural Instructor of the department, 
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to viniculturists through the Instructor, whose advice given during 
the last few years has resulted in remunerative cultivation of 
grapes for the home market in a dry district of St. Elizabeth, 
hitherto considered of little value for agricultural purposes, to 
sugar planters by distributing the best varieties, the “ Ko. 95” 
variety having afforded a planter more than double the yield of 
the kind hitherto grown on his estate, to tobacco cultivators by 
obtaining the best kinds of the famous Vuelta Abajo tobacco, 
with which the Hon. Evelyn Ellis exclusively planted out 60 acres, 
manufacturing tobacco which realized a high price in New York. 
This has induced him to lay out 130 acres more. The department 
has also had under training two lads from the Colony of Lagos, 
and has trained as agriculturists several lads from the Hope 
Industrial School. 


A scheme for starting an experimental agricultural station was 
formulated during the year by the Botanical Director, the Agri- 
cultural Inspector, and the Principal of the High School at Hope 
for the amplovinent and instruction of industrial school boys, and 
of boys whose parents are willing to pay for their maintenance. 
The scheme was approved by the Government, but cannot at 
present be carried out for want of funds. 


The great rise in the beginning of 1899 in the price of quinine 
and cinchona bark led to an enquiry into the present condition 
of the cinchona plantations and the practicability of manufacturing 
quinine locally as in India. As a result it appears doubtful, 
unless prices rise still further, whether bark can be harvested for 
sale, or quinine manufactured locally, as a source of profit. 


LAND GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 


No grants of land have been made by the Crown of late 
years, except to the West India Improvement Company 
under the Railway Law 12 of 1889. During the year 
under review 1,565} acres of Crown land were transferred to 
this Company, making an aggregate of 73,3934 acres trans- 
ferred to them. The Company are still entitled to 3,5064 acres 
in addition. 


Crown land continues to be sold on easy terms to small settlers. 
During the year 322 applications were received, covering 3,329 
acres, and 354 lots were surveyed, covering 3,617} acres, the 
purchasers of which were placed in possession. From Ist January 
1897, when the scheme was started, to 3lst March 1899, 623 
applications have been received for 6,624} acres, and 511 satisfied, 
covering 5,984} acres. 
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No Crown lands were sold during the year to parties other 
than small settlers under the above scheme. The lands were 
sold at prices ranging from £1 to £3 per acre, as compared with 
the ruling prices—£1 to £16 per acre—of private land for 
agricultural purposes. 


The value of property generally is at present lower than in 
1890-95. 


SHIPPING. 


There was a considerable increase in shipping compared with 
last year, as the following figures indicate :— 


Vessels Vessels 
Year. Entered. Cleared. 


1897-98 


1898-99... ove 


Increase 


a 


This increase is far in excess of that exhibited by the trade of 
the Colony, as shown by its exports and imports. Indeed the 
figures for 1898-99 are considerably greater than those of any of 
the preceding four years, when the number of vessels did not 
show any considerable fluctuations from year to year. The 
highest previous numbers were 1,174 entered and 1,168 cleared 
in 1895-96, a year of much greater prosperity than 1898-99. 


The Collector-General explains that the increase in 1898-99 is 
due partly to extra activity in the fruit trade with the United 
States, but mainly to the creation of a trade with Cuba after the 
war. The vessels employed in this trade are very small, and its 
addition to the volume of trade would not therefore be commen- 
surate with the increased number of vessels engaved in it. 
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Vessels. 


| 
1894-95 | Sailing, 448 
Steam, 683 


poorer 
| 


1895-96 | Sailing, 472 


Steam, 702 


1,174 


Sailing, 343 
Steam, 688 


1896-97 


——aee 


1,031 


1897-98 | Sailing, 348 


| Steam, 712 


1,060 


1898-99 : Sailing, 445 
Steam, 975 


t 


! 1.420 


Reported. 


Tonnage. 


102,127 
671,887 


774,014 


106,408 
697,294 


803,702 


66,447 
672,955 


739,402 


70,238 
710,623 


780,861 


71,058 
839,391 


910,449 


Crews. ° 


3,437 
22,790 


26,227 


3,611 
24,308 


27,919 


2,522 
23,686 


26,208 


2,596 
24,554 


27,150 


Vessels. 


1,055 


Tonnage. 


97,066 
693,260 


790,326 


110,467 
693,178 


803,645 


70,557 
678,946 


749,503 


71,388 
708,695 


780,083 


76,218 
841,052 


917,270 


The following is a comparative summary of vessels, tonnage, 
and crews for the past five years :— 


Crews. 


3,171 
23,570 


26,741 


3,663 
24,199 
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Of the vessels reported and cleared, the majority are British. Jamarca, 
Thus in 1898-99 there were 319 sailing vessels of this nationality 1898-9. 
out of 445 which entered, 4 being direct from the United Kingdom —~ 
and 315 from British possessions. Of the 975 steamers, 514 were 
British, 497 from the United Kingdom and 17 from British 
possessions. The great majority of British sailing vessels belong 
to the West Indies, a large number coming from the Bahamas, 
the Turks, and the Cayman Islands. Of the remainder, nearly 
all are from Nova Scotia, as also the majority of steamers of 
British possessions trading here. 


Of foreign vessels the majority are Norwegian. In 1898-99, 
41) sailing vessels and 235 steamers of this nationality were 
reported. Next in order came those of the United States of 
America, 44 sailing and 165 steam vessels. The number of 
American vessels entering these waters is increasing far beyond 
that of any other nationality. Thus in 1894-95, vessels reported 
fiom the United Kingdom and British possessions numbered 692, 
in 1898-99, 833, an increase of 20 per cent.; Norwegian vessels 
were respectively 222 and 275, an increase of nearly 24 per cent., 
but the number of American vessels rose from 116 to 209, a gain 
of 80 per cent. Next in number, but at a considerable distance 
behind, come the Germans, with 35 vessels in 1894-95 and 40 in 
1898-99, 


Sailing vessels of British nationality, most of them as already 
stated belonging to the West Indies, doing a small intercolonial 
trade, are of much smaller tonnage than those of foreign nations. 
In 1898-99 the tonnage of 319 British sailing vessels entered was 
25,656, or say 80 tons each, that of 126 foreign was 45,403, say 
360 tons each. The converse holds good for steamers. Thus 
514 British steamers entered in 1898-99 had a tonnage of 588,061, 
or 1,l44 tons each, while the tonnage of 461 foreign steamers 
was 251,330, or 545 each, the proportion being more than two to 
one. It may also be mentioned that of the total tonnage of 
1,827,719 for ships entered and cleared, 1,284,116 tons were 
British. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


The following were the more important laws passed by the 
Legislative Council during that portion of the Session of 1898 
which fell within the year 1848-9: 


Law 17 of 1898.—This law amends and incorporates the 
Marine Board Laws of 1896 and 1897. 


Law 18 of 1898.—The Adulteration of Fuod and Drugs 
Law. 
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Law 20 of 1898.—The Succession Duty Law, 1898, which 
imposes certain duties on succession to property. 


Law 28 of 1898.—The Tariff Law. 


Law 29 of 1898, which enables the Governor to raise on 
behalf of the Kingston General Commissioners a loan for the 
eee of improving the supply of water to Kingston and the 

iguanea Plains. 


Law 34 of 1898.—The Cayman Islands Commissioners Law, 
which gives the Governor power to appoint a Resident Com- 
missioner for those islands. 


Law 36 of 1898.—The Resident Magistrates Amendment 
Law. This law incorporates the Resident Magistrates Law of 
188°, and removes the inelastic provisions of the 1887 law, which 
confines the jurisdiction of each Resident Magistrate within the 
boundaries of a particular parish. | 


Law 38 of 1898.—The West India Electric Company’s Law, 
1897, Amendment Law, 1898. 


Law 40 of 1898, which gives the Governor power to raise by 
loan a sum not exceeding £100,000 to meet the liabilities of the 
Government. 


No laws were passed during that portion of the 1899 Session 
which ended on the 3lst March. 
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The annual examination of candidates for trade and other 
scholarships for admission to training colleges and for exhibitions 
tenable at their schools gave the following results compared with 
last year :— 


. > 2 e aa . > 7 

Year. as eS ae 2 ay 2 
= Oo Sz = oO Se = Oo Sa 

eg | #3 | pS | SS | Be | 88 

= os so 3 si 

Bt o 8 B o& a 28 

ae) ae) ae) 


1897-98 ... ‘si 590 
1898-99 ... a 533 


1,081 330 | 313 | 55 28 
1,099 212 183 40 17 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The results, especially in 1898-99, are disappointing. The 
instruction of pupil teachers by th head teachers appears from 
the inspectors’ reports to be still too perfunctory. 


The same remarks apply in part to a comparison for the same 
years of the results of an examination of training college students 
and of teachers. 


| Presented. Passed. Honours. 
Year. g E 3 g 8 a 
5 re a a S a 
as) 3 a ° S 
E : 5 $ 2 3 
wa - 77) = M2 — 


1897-98 ... | 
1898-99 ... se 179 18 | 127 


The inferiority of teachers to students at the examinations 
appears to show that many teachers do not keep up their 
knowledge after leaving college. At the same time it must be 
borne in mind that several of the teachers are comparatively 
untrained, and others passed out of the training colleges when 
the teaching there had not attained to its present standard, 


It is hoped that results will improve as year by year more 
certificated teachers pass out of the training colleges and the 
need for employing uncertificated teachers diminishes. 


Digitized by Google 
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The general results of elementary education as reported on by 
the inspectors are that reading is more careful but lacks intelli- 
gence, one inspector remarking that apparently few children leave 
school with a taste for reading or ability to read out and 
appreciate ordinary books and newspapers. Handwriting is too 
careless ; composition is bad, there being constant lapses into the 
vernacular of the streets; dictation is poor in the average 
schools ; arithmetic somewhat improved, though mental arithmetic 
is still very weak; science teaching has improved; more attention 
is paid to instruction in tillage; while the introduction of the 
tropical readers, which relate chiefly to domestic animals and 
useful plants found in the West Indies, has already led to more 
intelligent replies on such subjects. Organization and discipline 
are somewhat improved, though there is still too much resort to 
corporal punishment. Good progress is shown in a few schools, 
but the advance along the whole line is slow. It must be 
remembered, however, that the curriculum of last year as laid 
down in the Education Code is more detailed and exacting, whilst 
the continued increase notwithstanding this fact in first and second 
class schools appears to show that the education given, however 
inadequate, is Improving. 


In pursuance of a promise made to the Legislature, my prede- 
cessor appointed in 1897 a Commission to enquire into the system 
of education in the Colony, with a view to ascertain whether 
improved results might not be obtained for the large sum annually 
spent, and whether, indeed, the expenditure might not be reduced 
and efficiency increased at the same time. The Commission 
reported in November 1898, and formed the subject of much 
criticism in the Colony. The report was laid before the Legis- 
lative Council, but any legislation rendered necessary by the 
Commissioners’ report had not taken place when the year closed. 


SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 


There is only one such school established under the provisions 
of Law 32 of 1892, viz., at Montego Bay, to which an annual 
subsidy of £200 is granted by the Legislative Council. There 
are, besides, several endowed schools over which the Jamaica 
Schools Commission exercises general control, and a few high 
schools or grammer schools supported by religious bodies, such 
as the York Castle High School (Wesleyan), the Church ot 
England High School (Kingston), &c. There is also the 
University College and Jamaica High School, which are main- 
tained from public funds. In addition, six colleges afford training 
for teachers of the public elementary schools. Only one of these, 
that at Shortwood for training female teachers, is maintained 
from public funds, others, called voluntary colleges, are assisted 
by scholarships. 


The full number of scholarships provided for by law has con- 
tinued to be given, but it has been decided to reduce the number 
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of smaller one-year scholarships from 15 to 6, and to give the 


Jamaica scholarship of £200 a year, tenable for three years, in 
place of one of the £60 scholarships. 


GOVERNMENT TRAINING COLLEGE FOR FEMALE TEACHERS. 


Miss Marvin, the new principal, took up her duties in August 
1898, in succession to Miss Johnson, who had retired on account 
of ill-health, after many years’ zealous and able service. 


On lst April 1898 there were 30 students, as against 29 on 
lst April 1897. Two left during the year for pecuniary and 
medical reasons respectively, and ten on completion of their 
course of training. ‘These latter have all obtained work as head 
or assistant teachers of schools. No admissions were made in 
January 1899, owing to uncertainty as to the fate of the college, 
the question having arisen of transferring it to the list of 
voluntary colleges assisted by scholarships. 18 students were 
in residence during the first term of 1899. 


Of 28 students who sat at the December examination, six 
failed, two passed in honours. The practising school obtained 
48 marks on inspection. The industrial school children at 
Shortwood form the bulk of the scholars. The inspector con- 
siders the school would be made more efficient in every way if 
more outside childre2 attended. 


INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. 


There are no technical and agricultural schools, properly so 
called, though the following schools all give some agricultural 
instruction, especially that at Hope, which is under the general 
supervision of the head of the Botanical Department. 


Hope Industrial School. 


On lst April 1897 and 1898 the number of boys were 29 and 
41 respectively. On 3lst March 1899 the number was 38. The 
average for the year was 39, and the greatest number at an 
time 42. There was one death, that of a boy sent to the Public 
Hospital, Kingston. Four boys were transferred to Stony Hill— 
three for insubordination, one on medical grounds; four time- 
expired boys obtained employment at Hope Gardens; another 
was given over to the guardianship of a lady. 


The time-expired boys show a preference for work at Hope 
Gardens ; one is nursery foreman and timekeeper there, another 
is now a warden at the industrial school. 


The boys above 12, about two-thirds in number, receive daily 


training at Hope Gardens in cultivation of cocoa, coffee, fruits, 
&c., in addition to school duties ; the boys below 12, chiefly in 
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Mebud 


keeping the grounds and roads in order. The bigger boys have JaMatga, 


small plots of vegetables for their own use, cultivated during 
their las hours. They sold to the institution during the year 
1,402 Ibe of vegetables, besides effecting some sales to outside 
customers, and have been able to purchase toys, books, &c., from 
their earnings, and occasionally to make penny bank deposits. 


The school again showed satisfactory results at examination. 
The rate charged against the parishes for each boy was 7s. 2d. 
per week. 


Alpha Cottage Industrial School. 


This school is for both boys and girls, and under the control 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 


On lst April 1898 there were 48 boys and 40 girls in the 
institution ; on 31st March 1899, 44 boys and 34 girls. 


On the first-mentioned date, eight time-expired boys were 
licensed out as apprentices; on the latter date, 14. These 
apprentices have been very favourably reported on. The boys 
are employed in garden and field labour, cooking, limewashing, 
and other house work ; the girls in cooking ‘for themselves and 
baking for the institution, in laundry work, cutting and sewin 
garments, and straw plaiting. The boys’ school gained 64 an 
the girls’ school 67 marks at the last examination. 


Belmont Orphanage. 


This school for girls is under the superintendence of the 
Church of England authorities. 


There were 12 children on lst se ig 1898, and seven on 
3lst March 1899. Besides school work, they are employed in 
weeding and cleaning, hat making, washing, sewing, baking, &c. 

Three girls who completed their term were placed in situations 
which they still retain, two doing well. 


Shortwood Industrial School for Girls. 


This is worked in connection with the training college. On 
lst April 1898 there were 33 girls and on 3lst March 1899 37 
girls on the books, one being on license. 


The industrial work done comprises needlework, washing, 
cooking, baking, house cleaning, whitewashing, and gardening. 


The rate charged the parishes was 8!d. per head per diem, or 
4s. ll4d. per week. 
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V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


HosPITALS. 


Public Hospital, Kingston. 


The total number of patients treated in 1898-99 was 3,561, the 
greatest number yet treated in any year, and 202 more than 
1897-98. 4,419 persons were rejected for want of room. It 
may be mentioned that an enlargement of the Public Hospital 
now in contemplation will provide 100 more beds. 


The number of deaths was 272; of this number, 61 were 
admitted in a serious condition and died from five minutes to 72 
hours after admission. The death-rate was only 7°23 per cent., 
nearly 2 per cent. less than in the previous year, which was an 
unusually unhealthy one. This low rate compares favourably 
with the death-rate of Kingston for the period, 29°5 per 1,000. 


The recent reconstruction of North Street, Kingston, on 
which the hospital is situated, has removed long - standing 
insanitary features in the immediate neighbourhood. 

Besides constables and inmates of the Maternity Hospital, 
864 out-patients were treated, and no fewer than 10,270 casualties. 

The institution and the public service of the Colony have 
suffered a great loss by the death of Dr. Boyd, the chief medical 
officer, of whose skill and care the superintending medical officer 
speaks in the highest terms. 


Maternity Hospital, Kingston. 


This hospital, which is also called the Victoria Jubilee Lying- 
in Hospital, was founded bY General Sir H. W. Norman, as a 
memorial of Her Majesty’s Jubilee in 1887. It is of the greatest 


‘service to the community in the training of skilled nurses, of 


whom there had previously been practically none, and in the 
treatment of indigent women in childbirth. 10 pupil nurses 
completed their terms of training, and 11 entered. 


500 patients were admitted, as against 444 in 1897-98. 12 had 
to be refused admission, as against 29 in 1897-98. Except seven, 
all the patients were from Kingston and St. Andrew. 


Of 502 infants delivered, 60 were still-born and 13 were twins. 
There were seven deaths among patients, but two were moribund 
on admission. ‘The medical officer in charge states that a large 
proportion of the cases admitted are difficult ones, and chose 
requiring operative assistance were decidedly more numerous 
than formerly. It is becoming a practice to send patients tu the 
hospital] as soon as any unusual difficulty or complication presents 
itself. 
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Public General Hospitals. 


The admissions to the 19 public general hospitals during the 
year totalled 11,320. The mortality rates were low; in five of 
the 19 hospitals ranging from 1 to 2 per cent. ; in four, from 2 to 
3 per cent.; four, from 3 to 4 per cent.; three, from + to 5 per 
cent. ; one, 5°] per cent.; one, 6°13 per cent.; and one, 6°7 
per cent. These low rates are the more creditable, considering 
i large percentage of patients received in the last stage of 

isease. 


Compared with 1897-8, cases treated were 11,320, and deaths 
321, against 14,495 and 404 respectively. Taking admissions to 
the hospitals as an index of the general health conditions, which 
the superintending medical officer states elsewhere are distinctly 
improved, the decrease in admissions appears satisfactory. 


The prevailing diseases as in former years were fevers, 
rheumatism, enteric, pulmonary, urinary, and skin affections. 


ASYLUMS. 


Lunatic Asylum, 


This institution is situated in the immediate vicinity of 
Kingston, and has been considerably enlarged within the last few 
years. 


During 1898-99, 943 cases were treated at a cost to the public 
of £14,292, £11,767 being contributed by the parochial poor 
rates, and the remainder by general revenue. The average 
daily number of patients under treatment, 775, was greater than 
in any previous year, but for the first time in many years there 
were less inmates on the last day of the year than on the first. 


Admissions during the year were 168, against 204 in the 
previous year ; pias he 123, against 70; and deaths 69 
ugainst 63. The medical superintendent records as an obstacle 
to admission the refusal of the railway authorities to allow 
lunatics any longer to travel by train. 


As the railway will shortly pass under the control of the 
Government, this difficulty will not long continue to be felt. 


The death-rate was 6°60 of the total number under treatment, 
against an average of 7°98 in the last 10 years and 13°96 in the 
antecedent 10. 


Lepers’ Home. 


This institution is situated near Spanish Town. The medical 
attendant, Dr. Donovan, after nine years’ skilful administration, 
was transferred on the lst August 1898 to the position of Health 
Officer, Port Royal, Dr. W. D. Neish succeeding him. 


JAMAICA, 
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No useful work is performed by the inmates, except one hour’s 
weeding each morniny by the males and washing by the females. 
The lands attached to the home are very barren, 


The present medical attendant has compiled a return of deaths 
from leprosy, pulmonary consumption, and syphilis in Jamaica 
within the last 20 years, from which it appears that the death- 
rate of leprosy has largely decreased in ratio to population, that 
of consumption has slightly decreased, whilst syphilis has 
increased enormously since 1889. Admissions to the home in 


1898 were 16, the least number since it was opened, except in 
1894. 


Besides leprosy, yaws (Framboesia) and other diseases have 
been treated at the home. 1,125 of such persons have been so 
treated within the last 21 years, not one of whom has returned to 
the home as a leper, the only case of acquired leprosy having 
been that of the cook, who suffered after working in the institution 
for 17 years. 


The several methods of treatment advocated by experts have 
been employed at the home by the late and present medical 
attendant with varying success. 


Poor Houses anp Poor RELIEF. 


Poor relief in Jamaica is regulated by Law 6 of 1886. This 
law places the administration of relief in the hands of the 
Parochial Boards, but a Central Board called the Board of 
Supervision enquires into the management of the poor in the 
several parishes. 


The only persons entitled by law to poor relief are those who 
are wholly destitute and unable to work and earn the means of 
subsistence, but temporary relief is given to persons not so 
incapacitated, in exceptional cases of destitution arising from 
drought, epidemics, &c. | 

Statistics furnished by the Board of Supervision show that in 
1887, 7z.c., shortly after the new system of compulsory relief 
regulated by law was inaugurated, there were 4,564 paupers in 
the island ; in 1898 there were 4,497, a decrease of 1°5 per cent. 
The population during the period increased from 605,800 to 
730,300, or by 20 per cent. It is in Kingston alone that the 
number of paupers has increased greatly in rate, z.e., from 14°4 
to 19°7 per 1,000. The island generally shows a decreased ratio 
of from 7°5 per 1,000 in 1887 to 6°2 in 1898. 


It is hard to decide whether this decrease indicates improve- 
ment in the social condition of the people or a stricter adminis- 
tration of the pauper fund. For instance, the largest decreases 
in persons relieved occurred in Portland, Trelawny, and St. Mary. 
Portland and St. Mary are prosperous parishes owing to the 
banana industry, but Trelawny which largely depended on the 
sugar industry is becoming poorer, and the decrease in number of 
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paupers there is due to the Parochial Board being compelled to 
refuse relief except in cases of extreme need, owing to a large 
decrease in the yield from the poor rates. | 


There were 4,939 outdoor paupers on Ist April 1898, and 3,797 
on Ist April 1899; the indoor poor on these dates were 791 and 
700 respectively. The number of registered poor in 1898-99 
were 5,337, of casual poor ~,058, and of orphans and deserted 
children 347. 


Poor Houses. 


There are 15 almshouses provided for at the cost of the poor 
rates, one in Kingston for Jesh poor, supported by voluntary 
contributions, and an institution in St. Mary which supports 
about 1 indigent persons from the invested funds of a charity. 


The poor houses are in no sense workhouses, except for the 
trifling labour of occasionally cleaning the land surrounding the 
institution, or performing light household duties. In the poor 
house at Spanish Town the experiment of teaching basket and 
hat making to the inmates has been tried of late but proved a 
failure financially. 


Boys’ REFORMATORY. 


The following are the more important statistics of this institu- 
tion for 1898-99, compared with 1897-98 :— 


: Ist April | 1st April 
GENERAL 1898. 1899. 1897-98 | 1898-99. 
| 
Boys in reformatury section 12u 110 
» industrial] school ,, 77 66 
197 176 197 176 
Daily average number of boys rr Gea aes 201 187 
Discharged re see ae se dei ane 55 55 
Percentage of boys discharged during three years to | 2°78 2°38 
April Ist, 1898 and 1899, respectively, who were 
reconvicted. | 
. On license at end of year _e.. au eee one 1 (Returned 
to Reform- 
atory.) 
Deaths eos eee eat oe eee eee eee 1 ——, 


Marks awarded school eve eve eee oe eee 61 are 
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JAMAICA, ’ Spies ; 
108-8: Boys’ Reformatory Statistics—continued. 
FINANCIAL. | 1897-98. 1898-99. 1897-98. 1898-99 
£ 2a dj £ « dj £ « dj £ 8 da. 
Gross expenditure — — 3,612 8 633,412 11 2 


Less earning by Ja-| 555 3 5| 462 14 7 —_ —_ 
bour and sale of 
articles. 


Reimbursements {1,406 14 911,112 0 0 — _— 
from parishes for 
industrial school 
children. 


1,961 18 211,574 14 7 
1,961 18 211,574 14 7 


Net cost to general revenue... ies -.- 11,650 10 43/1,837 16 7 
Gross cost per head perdiem ... ees jee 11°80. 11-99d. 


Gross cost of superintendence an | instruction 5:1d. 5:7d. 
in school, tra‘les, &c., per head, per diem. 


Gross cost of diet per head, per diem ... ssi 3d. 2°99d. 
Work bringing in no money return... .-» |1,092 7 711,023 18 4 
Average earnings of each boy as. ove sae 7 2 1 7 #111 


Rewards ... fee ee rr ne see 86 15 9 44 6 9 


Nearly six-sevenths of the boys in the institution are of ages 
between 12 and 16. Towards the end of the year under review 
arrangements were therefore entered into with the Boston Fruit 
Company and other large employers of labour to take on several 
of the older boys as apprentices, due provision being made for 
their clothing, diet, &c. It was considered that the institution 
would thus be relieved of the cost of many boys, who on the 
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other hand would i Von a practical training in agriculture and Jasatea 
estates’ work generally. The arrangement is only tentative, and 1898-9. 
will be reconsidered a few months hence. 


The boys at the reformatory are employed in garden and field 
labour, carpentering, and tailoring, and as blacksmiths, masons, 
and bricklayers. 


114 cases of mumps occurred during the year and several cases 
of malarial fever, many of a very severe type. It is satisfactory 
to note that no death took place. 


GIRLS’ REFORMATORY. 


Statistical Information, 


—ee 1897-98. 1898-99. 
Number of inmates at end of year ite wes 26 12 
Admissions from Courts, &c. _... ie : 4 5 
Discharges eee ees eee ee@ eee eee 2 19 
Deaths ove ecoe eee eee eee eee 2 — 


£ a dj £ «8 ad. 
Gross expenditure... eee ene ose . | 786 3 4$]656 4 4 


ments from parishes for industrial school 


Less for work done by he and reimburse- |} 160 7 9 | 132 16 4 
oO 
children. ; 


op QE | onc ED 


Net cost to general revenue... se «- | 575 15 7$ | 523 8 O 
Gross cost per inmate per diem .., ee — 0 1 6 02 0 


Cost of diet per inmate perdiem ... ../ 0 0 3] 0 O 35 


JAMAI 
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The girls were employed as usual in cooking, in making, 
washing, &c., of clothes for both reformatories, also in washing 
for private parties. | | : 

The institution was closed on the 3lst March 1899, 12 
children having previously been returned to their friends, and 
three transferred to the Shortwood Industrial School, and four 
discharged, their terms of detention having expired. The 
remaining girls were licensed to Miss Gifford, their late super- 
intendent, the Government paying the sum of 3s. per week 
towards their maintenance. ' The premises have been rented to 
Miss Gifford at a nominal sum. : 


GOVERNMENT SaVINGs BANK. 


The following is a comparative statement of the chief trans- 
actions of the bank during the past five years :— 


os 


N Amount Amount 
o. of 
Year. Depositors. © of 
P Deposits.* Withdrawals 
x e 
1894-95... Ses 27,045 200,983 237,646 
1895-96 a... oes 28,385 240,543 242,251 
1896-97 _ _... ‘ee 29,719 227,562 234,462 
1897-98 a. 80,660 216,309 229,774 
1898-99 81,870 225,431 212,689 


The increase in deposits over withdrawals as compared with 
preceding years appears to indicate some revival of former 
prosperity. : 

Of the deposits in 1898-99, £20,523, say, two-thirds, were for 
amounts of £5 and under. There is a continued increase in the 
number of small accounts, showing that the Savings Bank is of 
especial benefit to the class for whom it was chiefly established. 


The total deposits at credit of depositors on the 31st March 
1899 were £499,074, or adding £1,721 for old Savings Bank 
deposits, £493,795. The figures last year were respectively 
£468,200 and £1,679 = £469,879. 


; * Exclusive of interest. 
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The assets of the bank on the 3lst March 1899 were Jamaica, 


distributed as follows :— 1898-9. 
£ os da. ena 
Consols 2? per cent.... eT ne 20,404 17 3 
Inscribed Stock, 
| £ s d. 
Jamaica 4 per cent. ... ... 9,900 0 0 
Canada 3 per cent. ... . 27,908 0 8 
Cape of Good Hope 4 percent. 47,766 6 8 
Ceylon 4 per cent. .. 24,881 5 2 
New South Wales 3} per cent. 40,528 13 7 
Queensland 34 per cent. 14,963 8 1 
Victoria 4 per cent.... 32,043 1 0 
Western Australia ... ve 498 13 4 
New Zealand... er . 15,011 9 5 
—_—— 213,500 17 11 
Debentures. 
£ s d. 
Jamaica 5 per cent.. 3,800 0 0 
Canada 4 per cent. ... .. 53,990 12 6 
New South Wales 4 and 5 
cent. 60,497 10 0 
South Atha 4 ‘ail 6 per 
cent. 52,431 2 6 
Victoria 4 ial 4 per cent.... 47,308 12 6 
Government of Jamaica... 41,817 10 23 
Cash in hand... re 43 19 0 
259,889 6 8} 
Total ... £493,795 1 10} 


There were no new investments in inscribed stock and deben- 
tures during the year, the above figures except the last two items 
being the same as in the preceding year. 


During the year the indebtedness of the Government has been 


increased by £23,883 10s. 


The income of the bank during 1898-99 amounted to £17,412 
ls. 3d., the expenditure for management, &e., to £14,465 5s. 3d., 


leaving a net. profit of £2,946 16s. 


was £1,322 9s. Od. 


In 1897-98 the net profit 


In the 29 years of the bank’s existence a profit of £31,183 has 
been made and carried to general revenue. 
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VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


POLICE. 


The allowed strength of the police during the year was 853, as 
in 1897-98, the actual mean strength only 788. The large 
difference of 65 was due to the suspension of enlistments owing 
to the financial condition of the Colony, and not, the Inspector- 
General states, to any difficulty in obtaining eligible men for the 
force. The actual strength is made up of 19 officers, 131 sub- 
ofiicers, and 638 constables, against 20, 134, and 696 respectively 
during the preceding years. 


Formerly, one inspector was allowed at the depot and an 
inspector was placed in charge of each parish. 


For the sake of economy, the parishes of St. Ann and 
Trelawny have been placed under one inspector and those of 
St. James and Hanover under another, and further amalgama- 
tions of parishes for constabulary purposes are in contemplation. 
The depot will also be in charge of the inspector for St. 
Catherine. 


On the 3lst March 1899 the actual strength of the constabu- 
lary was 769, and of the rural police 873, together 1,642. In 
1887-98, 1,799 men were engaged in police duties, showing a 
decrease on the date mentioned of 157. 


The rural police were chiefly employed in assisting to detect 
cases of priedial larceny and illegal possession of rum, also in 
discovering cases of children needing medical treatment for yaws 
or of persons requiring to be vaccinated. 
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paving in Kingston, as well as to ensure a greater output of 
ordinary bricks than could be obtained from the ordinary 
processes. | 


The Falmouth District Prison and the Cornwall County Gaol 
were closed on the 3lst August 1898. The penal institutions of 
the Colony now consist of the General Penitentiary for convicts 
with sentences of 12 months and over, and for white and female 
prisoners generally, the St. Catherine District Prison for prisoners 
with sentences exceeding 14 days but less than 12 months. 
Persons with sentences of 14 days and under, are in most cases 
detained in the lock-ups of the chief town of the parish in which 
they were tried. Debtors and first class misdemeanants are 
confined in the Middlesex and Surrey County Gaol. 


The health of the prisoners generally throughout the year has 
been good. ‘There have been no serious outbreaks of disease 
such as characterised the preceding year. At the General 
Penitentiary the surgeon found 4°28 of the males and 4°85 of the 
females admitted to be in feeble health, and of those discharged 
in feeble health 3°72 of the males and 2°55 per cent. of the fonalen: 
showing an improvement in health during incarceration. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


The following table gives the more important criminal 
statistics ef the past five years — 
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Daily average number of prisoners in 


custody. 


Number on last day of year 


Commitmente— 
To prison ... ove 
To lock-ups ss 
Total... 


Reconvictions ... cea 
Deaths ... ee sot 


Executions aa ) see 


FINANCIAL. 


Gross expenditure ee 


Gross earnings in cash ... 


Net cost of maintaining prisons 


Cost per prisoner eee 


PRISONS. 


Estimated value of labour yielding no 


return. 


Estimated value of bricklayin 
done and stone quarried, &c. ( 


Penitentiary ). 


work 
neral 


Year ended 31st March. 


1898. 1899, 


1,172 1,102 
1,049 984 
4,998 3,818 

987 894 
5,895 4,712 
2,076 1,364 

40 31 
3 sie 


< s ad. £ s. ad. 
20,884 11 53 18,780 12 43 
5,939 19 4¢ | 6,275 2 13 


SS ED 


14,944 12 13 | 12,505 10 23 


1215 04 11 6 113 
5,577 0 4 6,401 19 8 


3,507 11 11 4,141 15 9 


Of the prisoners in custody on 3lst March 1899, 882 were 
males and 102 females, together 984. This is a lower number 
than in any preceding year since 1895, when it was 957. The 
committals to prisons and lock-ups were lower than in any year 


since 1894-95. 


A Hoffman brick kiln has been built at the General Penitentiar y 
for the manufacture of bricks of a superior quality for street. 
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It was my pleasing duty last year to record a decided tendency 
o a decrease in crime during the quinquennial period 1893-94 
to 1897-98, and particularly during 1897-98. A further decrease 
was shown in 1898-99. Both apprehensions and convictions 
were lower than in any year since 1893-94. Compared in each 
case with the preceding year, apprehensions in 1897-98 were 
V9 per cent. less, in 1898-99 11°5 less, while convictions in 
1897-98 were 12 per cent. less, but exhibited a further decrease 
of only 3°7 per cent. in 1898-99. Of the six classes of offences, 
the statistics given above show increases only under malicious 
offences against property and offences against the currency, both 
being classes of crime of comparative infrequency, while of the 
particular offences specially noted in the table, all show a decrease 
compared with last year both in apprehensions and convictions, 
except obscene and abusive language, which has increased under 


both. The decrease is particularly noticeable in the graver 


offences against the person. The one conviction for murder was 
a case of infanticide ; the criminal’s sentence was commuted to 
penal servitude for life. Hardly any of the cases of manslaughter 
and of cutting and wounding were of an aggravated nature. 
The only offence which I regret to report as generally increasing, 
pa in Kingston, is that of gambling. A more stringent 
aw has now been passed, which it is hoped may be the means of 
checking this grave social evil. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


POPULATION, COMPARED WITH FIGURES OF LaAsT 


CENSUS. 


Ehe population taken at the census of April 1891 consisted 
of 639,491 persons, 305,948 being males and 333,543 females ; 
the.estimated population on the 3lst March 1899 was 730,725 
persons, 353,226 males and 377,499 females. ‘This estimate is 
based on the annual excess of births over deaths, and, in the 
absence of any migratory disturbance causing an appreciable 
excess of persons leaving the island over those entering it, or 
rice versd, may be accepted as practicably correct. 


During the eight years since 1891 the increase has thus been 
91,234 in number, or a percentage of nearly 14°3. At this rate 
the population by the next census may be expected to have 
increased by 17°84 per cent. From 1881-91 it increased by 
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10°1 per cent., and from 1861-71 and 1871-81 by 14°7. The 
Registrar-General pointed out in the report on the last census 
that the low rates of increase from 1881 to 1891 arose from the 
exodus of a large number of males of the reproductive age to 


Colon. 


During the past eight years males have increased by 47,278 in 
number and 15:4 in percentage, and females 43,956 in number 
and 13-0 in percentage. In 1871 the excess of female population 
was 13,008, in 1881 14,890, in 1891 27,595, and in 1898 24,273. 
The large excess of females from 1881-91 was doubtless owing 
to the considerable emigration of male labourers to the isthmus 
during that period. 


The number of marriages during the year was 3,362, the rate 
per 1,000 of the population being 4°6. The rate per 1000 in 
1897-98, a year of greater depression, was 3°7. The rates 
ranged between 5°1 and 5°5 from 1890 to 1895,--a period of 
comparative prosperity ; since then they have ranged from 3°7 
to 4°6. 


The births registered numbered 27,648, a rate of 381 
er 1,000; the deaths 15,290, a rate of 21:0 per 1,000. 
he births showed an increase of 799 over those of 1897-98, 
the deaths a decrease of 1,184. The year, as explained 


elsewhere in this report, was one of comparative health- 
fulness. 


The rate per 1,000 of illegitimate births reached 63°4 
per 100, the highest rate attained during the 21 years of 
registration. 


Deaths among illegitimate children were proportionately more 
numerous than among legitimate children, owing doubtless to the 
comparative neglect of the former. 


Of the 15,290 deaths registered in the year, 11,856, or 
77°5 per cent., were not medically certified. Last year the 
percentage was 75°5, while the average of the five years 1894-99 
was 75°46. Medical practitioners in the country parishes are 
very few, and proportionately numerous in ree facts 
which account for the percentage in the city being 26°9 and 
for the rest of the island 82°6. The percentage for Kingston 
has, however, increased considerably since 1894-95, when it 
was 14-4. 


PusBLic HEALTH, GENERAL STATE OF. 


The Superintending Medical Officer reports a marked decrease 
during 1898-99 in the sick rate and a milder character in the 
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cases treated, facts which denote a return to the more normal 
health standard which obtained prior to 1897 and 1898, when 
there was an unusual amount of sickness of various types, including 
some cases of yellow fever, malarial fever, influenza, and measles. 
These conditions were unusual. Yellow fever only occurs in a 
few isolated cases, as a rule, and the other diseases referred to 
usually prevail within limited areas only, and are not generally 
of a severe type. 


Prominent causes of this improvement were, in Dr. Mosse’s 
opinion, the greater attention paid by the local authorities to 
sanitary questions, and the more equable distribution of rains 
during the year. The sudden alterations of temperature and the 
excessive humidity during the wet seasons, with the malarial 
conditions prevailing on their cessation, are responsible for a large 
number of cases of sickness in this Colony. 


The diseases most frequently occurring were malarial fevers, 
pulmonary, rheumatic, and enteric affections. Mumps was very 
prevalent in many districts, but other infectious diseases were 
rare. Leprosy appears to be gradually dying out, due, probably, 
in some measure, to the more stringent provisions of the present 
law as to segregation, committal to the leper asylum of lepers 
wandering about, &c. 


Yaws (Framboesia) is exceedingly prevalent in many districts. 
Arrangements are made by which cases are brought by rural 
constables to the district medical officer for treatment, but the 
disease though readily curable is difficult to control, as the 
peasantry expose their children to infection whenever possible, 
under the impression that they must pass through a course of the 
complaint. 


Venereal disease is also prevalent. Several medical officers 
call attention to the large proportion of syphilitic cases treated in 
hospital, 32°40 and in one case 60 per cent. of admissions being 
recorded as due to, or complicated by, this malady. Cases are 
not usually bronght to the medical man until they are in an 
advanced stage, quack remedies being preferred. The prevalent 
iminorality greatly fosters this disease. 


SANITATION, PROVISION MADE FOR. 


The Parochial Boards, which are the local Boards of Health, 
have recently paid more attention to sanitary matters, especially 
as affecting towns and villages, since the occurrence of cases of 
yellow fever in 1897. Comprehensive bye-laws now exist for 
preventing the pollution of the sources of water supply for towns 
and villages. 
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. Qn the highest spot in the island, Blue Mountain Peak, with 
4n elevation ‘of 7,300 feet, a thin film of ice has formed on the 
grass on rare occasions. — | 
: : ) ; ae 
: +, Direction and Force of Wind. | 


| The general direction of the wind is easterly, from the north- 
east in the northern, and south-east in the southern parts. The 
Government Meteorologist considers that, as in England, the 
wind from the north-east is the more invigorating. 


VIII—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 
The following are comparative statements of revenue and 


expenditure for these services during the three years end 
31st March 1899 :— | ! 
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The establishment of underground sewerage and the recon- 
struction of the streets in the greater part of Kingston has tended 
to improve the sanitary conditions. The total mortality in 
1898-99 was 1,876, or 29°5 per 1,000, z.c., 131 less in number and 
1-4 in ratio than in the previous year. The birth-rate was, 
however, also lower, being 38°2 per 1,000 as against 40°8 in 
1897-98. 


The Superintending Medical Officer considers that the lessening 
of the death-rate should have been more marked considering the 
sanitary improvements effected. He notes, however, a decided 
decrease in the sick-rate for the period under review, and attributes 
it largely to steady progress in the sanitary work undertaken by 
the Improvement Commissioners. Dr. Mosse adds that the 
efforts of the Commissioners are in a measure counteracted by 
the over-crowding, faulty ventilation, and disregard of clean- 
liness which largely prevail among the occupants of the humbler 
tenements, where, he states, the diseases responsible for a large 
percentage of the total mortality are fostered. Tuberculosis, 
for instance, largely prevails in this lower stratum of the 
community. 


It should also be borne in mind that the improvement of 
Kingston proper by the Commissioners, as also by the municipal 
authorities, who have also of late years effected many improvements 
in the suburbs, has not yet extended in any degree to the west 
and north-west of Kingston where thousands of the humbler 
classes live. 


It must not be overlooked that a fair proportion of the 
deaths in Kingston occur in the public hospitals and asylum, 
and other public institutions, among persons admitted from 
other parishes, frequently in a moribund or very enfeebled 
condition. Deaths among such persons swell the Kingston 
rate. 


At Port Royal the district medical officer estimated the 
mortality as heh as 34°8 per 1,000. From its natural conditions 
Port Royal, which is situated at the end of a narrow spit of 
land swept daily by a health-giving breeze, should, the medical 
officer points out, be one of the healthiest spots in the 
lowlands of Jamaica. A good water supply has just been 
provided, steps have been taken for the proper disposal of 
night soul, aid it 18 in contemplation to place the town under 
the control of a specially constituted municipal authority 
to include representatives of the naval and military services 
as well as of the civil population. It is believed that a local 
Board of this character will exercise more effective supervision 
than can be expected of the Mayor and Council of Kingston, 
with their many and onerous duties in connection with that 
city. 
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CLIMATE. 


Particulars under this head are given for the calendar year, 
the Government Meteorologist having always furnished his 
returns for that period. . 


Rainfall. 


The rainfall for 1898 was 71°88 inches, which is above the 
average. 


For meteorological purposes, the island is divided into four 
districts; the greatest rainfall occurs in the north-eastern 
district, which comprises the highest mountains. In this district 
as many as 170 caches per annum fall in some parts. The least 
rainfall occurs in the southern district, which contains almost all 
the level land in the Colony. The heaviest rains fall as a rule 
in May and October, and are known locally as “the seasons,” 
while the first three months of the year are usually the driest 
throughout the island. 


Temperature. 


The mountainous character of Jamaica, the greater portion of 
which is over 1,000 feet above sea level, renders its climate a 
mild one notwithstanding its tropical situation. The weather on 
the moderately elevated land near the sea, 7.e., in about one-eighth 
of the island, is hot from May to October, but the thermometer 
even in August in the hottest part of the day rarely shows 
a higher reading than 90 degrees Fah. with a minimum of 
about 72 degrees. The heat on the plains is, however, 
tempered by the sea breeze during the day, and by a land 
breeze at night. 


Taking the temperature of Kingston as illustrating that of 
the warm districts, we find in 1898 a maximum temperature of 
88°7 degrees in July, a minimum of 66:4 degrees in February, an 
average maximum for the year of 86°9 degrees, an average 
minimum of 70°7 degrees, aad & mean range of 16-2degrees. At 
Stony Hill Reformatory, with an elevation of 1,400 feet, which 
may be regarded as about the average for a great portion of 
the island, the maximum temperature during 1898 was 85°8 
degrees, the minimum 62°9. The average maximum for the 
year was 83°8, the minimum 65°'9, while the mean range was 17°9. 
At Hill Gardens, with an elevation of 4,907 feet, which is exceeded 
by only a comparatively limited area in the Blue Mountains to 
the north-east, the maximum temperature was 71 degrees, the 
minimum 62°8, average maximum 68°4, average minimum 56°2, 
and mean range only 12:2. | | 


COLONIAL BEPORTS—ANNUAL. 63 


Postal revenue diminished by £322 19s. 3 d., and telegraph 
revenue increased by £1,015 16s. 6¢., compared with the previous 
year. The decrease in postal revenue occurred entirely under 
the head of Postages, other heads show slight increases. The 
decrease on packet postage was slight, and may have been 
affected by the reduction in postage with Canada from 25th 
December 1898 from 2}d. to ld. per half-ounce ; the similar 
reduction on postage with the empire generally was not in force 
in Jamaica till the 24th May 1899. 


The reduction on inland postage arose from the re-establish- 
ment on the lst January 1898 of the privilege of franking official 
correspondence. Such correspondence was formerly prepaid by 
means of official postage stamps, the estimated total value of 
which was £2,500 per annum. If three-fourths of this amount, 
£1,875, be deducted from the postave revenue for 1897-98— 
£21,853 13s. 3c. (official postage having been used for nine 
months of that period), and the entire £2,500 from postages 
for 1896-97 —£23,331 7s. 1}d., it will be seen that this branch 
of revenue increased by £1,460 Os. 11}d. over 1897-98 and by 
£607 7s. ld. over 188-99, Increases on the other three heads 
of revenne amounted to £81 19s. 104d. over 1897-98 and 
£18 1s. 64e. over 1898-99, 


The general increase in postal revenue during the year corre- 
sponded with an improvement in the condition of the Colony, 
which is more particularly dealt with under the heads of Agri- 
culture and Trade. The increase in telegraph revenue is 
attributable chiefly to the war in Cuba, but a portion must also 
be due to the general brightening of trade. 


As regards the statement of expenditure, it should be explained 
that the Colony’s proportion of the Royal Mail subsidy was for 
the first time in 189-99 charged wholly against the Postal 
Department, but the entire amount is included also for the 
other two years for purposes of comparison. Including this 
amount, £5,140, the expenditure for 1898-.99 exceeded that of 
1897-98 by £1,383 11s. 54d. and of 1896-97 by £822 13s. 11d. 
The chief increase, compared with the previous year, occurs 
under Ocean Mail Conveyance, due, the Postmaster explains, to 
the adjustment of the account between the Colony and Imperial 
Post Office under the Postal Union Treaty. 


A comparison of the statements of revenue and expenditure 
shows that the latter exceeds the former by from £9,000 to 
£10,000 per annum, but when it is borne in mind that the Colony 
has to pay a contribution of £5,140 to the Royal Mail subsidy, 
and that official letters amounting to about £2,500 in total 
annual value are carried free of charge, it will be seen that the 
general business of the department—which is not, it must be 
remembered, undertaken with the object of a'tording revenue for 
Gewrnment purposes—almost pays its wav. 
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Jamaica, | The number of letters and postcards received and despatched 
1898-9. during the years under comparison were as follows :— 


: 


1896-97 ase eve 4,375,374 
1897-98 eoe eee 4,980,121 
1898-99 eee eee 4,980,623 


189,521 registered articles of mail matter were dealt with in 
1898-99, a number 12,745 in excess of that of the preceding 
year. 


Not a single case of loss or miscarriage of registered matter 
occurred in this or the preceding year, a fact highly creditable 
to the management of the department. There were only 117 
complaints of miscarriage of unregistered letters and postcards 
during 1898-99, out of a total of 4,791,102—in some instances the 
missing articles were traced, or it was found the alleged mis- 
carriage did not take place in the department. 


In addition to letters and postcards, the department dealt in 
1898-99 with 14,891 parcels, as compared with 14,647 in 1897-98 
and 17,113 in 1896-97. 


The Postmaster reports that there has not been a single case 
of miscarriage of a parcel in the Colony since the commencement 
of the parcels post system in October 1885. 


The number of ocean mails despatched was 1,461, while 1,839 
were received, as against 1,333 and 1,379 respectively in the 
previous year. The increase is chiefly due to an additional semi- 
weekly service inaugurated on lst January 1899 by the Boston 
Fruit Company. 


A new system of inland mail conveyance was initiated, certain 
services being undertaken experimentally by the Public Works 
Department, instead of by private contractors as hitherto. The 
results of the trial have been so satisfactory that it has been 
decided to entrust the service generally to the department as 
far as possible. A large saving in expenditure 1s anticipated 
from the change. 


On the ground of economy, which had to be rigidly exercised 
in all departments, 11 district post offices, which did bet a 
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small business and were not self-supporting, were closed towards Jamaica 
the end of the year. One had been opened in September 1898, 1898-9. 
There was thus a decrease by 10 of the number—160—open at ~~ 
the commencement of the year. 


Money Orders. Postal Orders. 
Year. eee, aenceateceosles a 7 
Number Number | 
Taktiod. Amount. Tasued. Amount. 
£ 8 £ s. a 
1896-97 ... 15,259 51,014 v0 9 171,035 26,857 10 0 


1897-98 ... 14,764 47,747 13 7 | 175,985 29,397 10 0 


1898-99 ... | 14,981 50,827 12 1 | 178,360 28,748 2 6 


The Postmaster points out a continued decrease in money orders 
on the United Kingdom of from £34,545 15s. 7d. in 1895-96 to 
£27,243 15s. ld. in 1898-99. There has been no such continued 
decrease in money orders generally, compared with 1897-98, 
indeed the figures show an increase almost bringing the amount 
up to that of 1896-97, when the depression in trade began to be 
severely felt. 


These results, taken with others noticed under other heads, 
appear to indicate a comparative decline in business with the 
mother country. It may be noted that money orders on other 
countries, the United States particularly, show an increase in 
almost every case. 


Orders issued from Jamaica are about four times as many as 
those issued on it. 


As regards postal orders, there has been a steady increase 
during the three years. The figures should be compared with 
those of 1890-91, when the system was sommnencad and sales 
amounted to £10,433 7s. 6d. 


The mail coach service yielded £1,441 5s. 9d.,a decrease of 
£190 16s. 9d. on the preceding year’s earnings. On three of the 
15 lines, however, the Post 6 fice has ceased to collect fares. 
These are now collected by the contractors, who received last 
year £187 7s. on this account, showing, if this fact be considered, 
that the decrease was very trifling. 
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Telegraph receipts and expenditure have been already given. 
The number of messages sent and received during the three years 
were as follows :— 


Year. Number. 
1896-97 ... ve vas 96,292 
1897-98 ... sis eee 87,545 
1898-99 ... Sey ses 97 368 


The Postmaster states that war correspondents and press 
agents expressed themselves as satisfied with the very expeditious 
manner in which their messages were forwarded during the war 


with Cuba. 


TELEPHONES. 


There is no Government telephone system, but a private 
company does an extensive business in Kingston and the neigh- 
bourhood, nearly al] Government institutions, places of business, 
and the principal residences being supplied by it. The Boston 
Fruit Company has telephone lines throughout the eastern portion 
of the island, connecting their properties with Kingston acid other 
seaports. There are a few other small telephone companies in 


other parts of the Colony. Detailed particulars of the several 


telephone services are given in n the Blue Book. 


IX.—_MILITARY FORCES AND EXPENDITURE. 
Reeuiar Forces. 


At the close of the year 1898-99 there were in Jamaica five 
officers on the general staff, and a strength of 1,615 of all real 
belonging to the regular forces. 


The total expeuditire for the year on the forces was £139,4, 
‘which was defrayed from Imperial funds. 


os 
-1 
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MILITIA. 


The Jamaica militia when first enrolled was wholly uncon- 
nected, for administrative purposes, &c., with the regular forces, 
although the adjutant was an army officer seconded for the 
purpose, and the militia was occasionally reviewed, &c., by the 
officer commanding the forces. Corps were enrolled in Kingston 
and several country parishes. 


It was found, however, that this arrangement did not secure 
roper efhciency and discipline, especially of the country corps. 
hese have now been disbanded, while the corps in Kingston 
have been placed under the supervision and control of an officer 
of the army, to which the militia is attached for administrative 
purposes, 


The change has had a most salutary effect; discipline is now 
strictly enforced, the men are properly clothed and properly 
trained, 


On the 3lst March 1899 the number of officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and men on the strength was 761, an increase of 
347 during the year. 440 men were enrolled and 93 struck off the 
strength. Two companies have been added to the infantry, and 
one to the artillery, raising the allowed strength to 800 non-com- 
missioned officers and men. | 


The principal changes introduced during the year were (1) 
issue of clothing from headquarter store by the staff, (2) the 
employment of two retired non-commissioned officers from 
the regular army as drill instructors on the permanent staff, 
and (3) the construction of a miniature rifle range at militia 
headquarters for Morris tube practice. The shooting of the 
force has’ considerably improved in consequence of this last 
provision. | 


The drill both of artillery and infantry is reported on generally 
as showing decided improvement, and the men’s conduct during 
the training as good. 


CONSTABULARY OR SEMI-MILITARY COLONIAL 
FORCE. 


See “ Judicial Statistics.—Police.” 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The year under review was not characterised by any events of 
special importance. The drought and unfavourable sanitary 
conditions which prevailed in certain districts last year were 
followed by excellent seasons and by general improvement in 
da health. No new works of progress could be undertaken 

y the Government or by private enterprise, owing to the need 
for economy, until the improvement in the condition of the 
Colony had become more assured, but trade revived in the 
latter part of the year, which was one without either privation 
or plenty. 


STATE OF RarLwayrs, Roaps, aND CANALS. 


Railway. 


The business of the railway improved during the year under 
review. Receipts were £115,647, compared with £102,170 in 
1897-98, but total expenditure (excluding interest charges) was 
£98,481, against £74,664 in the previous year. 


The train miles run in 1898-99 amounted to 574,352, the 
receipts were equal to 4s. 0°32d., and the working expenditure to 
3s. 5°15d. per train mile. Passengers transported were 402,095, 
as against 356,949 in the previous year. ; 


On the 3lst March 1899 the rolling stock comprised 325 
vehicles, including 24 locomotives, 37 carriages, 160 waggons of 
all kinds, 79 fruit cars, &c. This rolling stock was insufficient 
for the increasing traffic, and its deficiency has hindered especially 
the speedy transportation of fruit. Arrangements are being 
made for raising the necessary funds to meet the more urgent 
requirements. The railway company not having been able to 
pay interest for over 12 months on first mortgage bonds, the line 
and stock were taken over by the trustees of the bondholders, 
and at the close of the year steps had been taken for winding-up 
the affairs of the company and transferring the line and stock to 
the Government, under the provisions of the Railway Law of 


1829. 


It is hoped that on such transfer taking place it will be feasible 
to make arrangements for increasing the earnings and usefulness 
of the line. 
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Roads. 


The total length of main roads under maintenance by 
the Public Works Department at the end of the financial 
year was 1,912 miles 414 chains, an increase over the mileage 
of the previous year of 13 miles 62 chains, consisting of addi- 
tional mountain roads in Portland and deviations of existing 


roads. 


The expenditure on main roads and bridges was £45,690, only 
£878 of which was for new works. The average cost per mile 
was £23 8s. 7d., being £2 3s. 5d. more than in the previous 
year. 


The necessity for economy in public departments has led to 
reduced expenditure on roads. This has led to the deterioration 
of many roads. Fortunately, the weather since the reduction 
of expenditure has been unusually favourable for road main- 
tenance. 


The roads taken over from Parochial Boards under Law 17 of 
1890 have under Law 4 of 1898 been classed with main roads 
maintained from general revenue. The revenue for these roads 
proved insufficient to meet the expenditure, including interest and 
sinking fund on the loan raised for their reconstruction as main 
roads, and a debt of £2,078 was taken over on the transfer of the 
charges of these roads to general expenditure. 


The entire length of mountain roads in Portland, the raising 
of funds for the construction of which is provided for by Law 13 
of 1885, has been cut through either as bridle or driving road, 
and the whole length would have been opened for wheel traffic 
by the close of the year but for the restriction of expenditure. 

he expenditure on mountain roads was £5,470. 


Eight bridges, provided for under Law 20 of 1892, were 
completed during the year and opened to traffic, at a cost of 
£4,844. 


Surveys were made for a proposed driving road from Bath 
(where the hot springs are situated) to Port Antonio. This 
road, the Director of Public Works remarks, would pass through 
a country capable of very great and early development. 


Rio Cobre Irrigation Works, 


There are 414 miles of non-navigable canals. The earnings 
for rates and sale of the water amounted to £5,732, the amount 
actually collected to £5,605, as against £4,685 in the previous 
year. The cost of maintenance and supervision was £1,934, 


against £2,414 in 1897-98. Thus receipts have increased and 


charges diminished. 
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_The area in bananas under irrigation has increased con- 
siderably, and the cultivation, it is stated, appears in every way 
satisfactory. 


Vere Irrigation Scheme. 


Surveys for the irrigation of Vere, a level district of about 20 
miles square in Lower Clarendon where many sugar estates are 
situated, were completed during the year, and the preliminary 
plans and estimates were prepared. 


The plans provide for a flow of 6,000 cubic yards of water per 
hour being taken to the lower part of Vere, which frequently 
suffers from drought, and for the construction of a reservoir to 
contain about 4} million cubic yards of water with distributing 
channels to the neighbouring sugar estates. 


It is intended to provide for 5,000 acres being brought under 
irrigation, if a charge of 15s. per acre to cover the necessary 
expenditure is agreed to by the landowners. 


There are good grounds for hoping that this district, which is 
eminently suitable for cane cultivation, may become by this 
means as prosperous as the irrigated plains of St. Catherine. 


IMMIGRATION. 


There were no importations of immigrants during the year, nor 
were any sent back to India, but 43 coolies were granted passports, 
33 of which were for British ports. 


The mortality amongst indentured immigrants was 1°90 per 
cent., as against 1°91 in the previous year, and the birth-rate ‘65 
per cent., as against °44 formerly. 


Eleven marriages were solemnised during the year under the 
provisions of Law 22 of 1896, ten of which were performed by 
ministers of religion, the interested parties having embraced the 
Christian faith. 


There were no murders amongst the East Indian population, 
and only one case of suicide, apparently the result of excessive 
indulgence in opiates. 


At the close of the year there were 47 East Indians under 
treatment in the lunatic asylum, as compared with 55 in the 
previous year. 


The number of East Indian depositors in the Government 
Savings Bank fell from 998 in 1896-97 to 950 in 1897-98, but 
the amounts at credit increased from £21,964 19s. 3d. to 
£25,668 15s. 4d. 
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The number of remittances made to India during 1898 was 80, 
amounting to the value of £222 1s., as against 64 amounting to 
£173 in the previous year. 


Four estates of deceased immigrants were administered by the 
department during the year, under the provisions of Section 45 
of Law 22 of 1896, and the proceeds amounting to £32 12s. 2d. 
duly forwarded to the Emigration Agent in India for distribution 
amongst the heirs to the estates. 


The sum of £716 6s. was paid in by employers of second- 
term coolies under Section 13 of Law 20 of 1891. 


The condition of the general East Indian population continues 


to be prosperous, and their relations with employers are most 
satisfactory. 


EMIGRATION, 


1,498 labourers left the Colony and 870 arrived there during 
the year 1898-99. In the previous year, 616 left and 637 
returned. There was thus a loss from this cause to the 


Colony this year of 628 persons, compared with a gain last 
year of 21. 


928 labourers left for Central America, principally for 
Colon, Port Limon, and Belize, and 802 returned therefrom, a 


of 126. 479 departed for Cuba and only 53 returned, a loss 
of 426. 


A few labourers left for or arrived from Carthagena, Hayti, or 
New York. 


The above figures appear to show that there were greater 
openings for employment abroad afforded to labourers, especially 
in Cuba, emigration to which is a new feature. 


The loss of men to the Colony in this latter case has been 
counterbalanced by the thriving export trade which has sprun 
up since the late war, as noticed under “ Imports and Exports. 


PusBLic WORKS. 


“The necessity for retrenchment in public departments prevented 
any public work of importance being carried out by the Govern- 
ment during the year. The only private undertaking of 
importance has been the construction of electric tramway ‘lings 
by the West India Electric Company, an association of Canadian 
capitalists, who had laid down. 18 miles of tramway by the 
31st March 1899 in Kingston and its neighbourhood, employin 
for the purpose native labourers, of whose willingness me 


efficiency the local manager of the Company has spoken in high 
terms. 


JAMAICA, 
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IMPORTANT CHANGES IN THE ESTABLISHMENT. 


The necessity for retrenchment in public departments led to 
several reductions being made in the establishment during the 
year. Most of these reductions were in pursuance of recom- 
mendations made by a committee consisting of certain heads of 
departments and members of the Legislative Council, which 
submitted their report in July last. But whenever the oppor- 
tunity offered to effect economy without impairing efficiency, 
reductions have been made which were not contemplated by 
the committee. A committee was also appointed to report 
what changes should be made in the Audit Office satabhake 
ment and system of check. Different members held different 
views, their reports were submitted to the Colonial Office, 
but = decision has yet been reported to me on the questions 
raised. 


The chief reductions effected have been :— 


The office of Chief Clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s Office 
has been abolished, the late holder of the appointment bein 
ensioned from the Jamaica Civil Service and appoint 
ames of the Cayman Islands, a dependency of this 
island. 


Opportunities offering by the superannuation or retirement of 
certain inspectors of Soles the parishes of St. Ann and Trelawny 
were amalgamated and placed under one inspector, and those of 
St. James and Hanover under another. 


The staff of the respective head offices of the Constabular 
and Prisons Departments were amalgamated, the first-class slate 
of the latter department placed on the redundant list, and certain 
constables who had done clerical work in the head office were'sent 
to do duty as constables in the ranks. 


Various economies were effected in the medical establishment, 
consequent on the transfer of the medical attendant at the Lepers 
Home to Port Royal as Health Officer, and the retirement, &c., 
of a few district medical officers whose successors were appointed 
at smaller salaries. 


As part of a scheme for reducing the number of resident 
magistrates, a resident magistrate was placed in judicial charge 
of the united parishes of Westmoreland and Hanover, on the 
death of the resident magistrate for the latter parish. 


Mr, F. Watts, Government Chemist at Antigua, was appointed 
in May 1898 Government Analytical and Agricultural Chemist in 
Jamaica in succession to the late Mr. Bowrey, under an arrange- 
ment by which his services were made available to the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society and the public as well as the Government, 
at less cost to public revenue. 
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The office of Travelling Assistant Collector of Taxes for 
St. Catherine was abolished. 


Arrangements were authorised durmg the year, but not given 
effect to till a few months later, for the amalgamation of the 
offices of Registrar-General and Deputy Keeper of the Records, 
for the Chief Clerk at the Treasury holding Nisa the appointment 
of Stamp Commissioner, and for abolition of the office of Chief 
Clerk at the Public Works Office, and of those of the Engineer 
of the Western District, and of two Superintendents of Public 
Works. 


FUTURE PROSPECTS OF TRADE. 


It is difficult to form a forecast of the future prospects of trade 
in the Colony, as the break in the late rer depression only 
began in October 1898, whilst in an almost purely agricultural 
country much depends on the continuance of favourable seasons 
and the securing of good markets and good prices. Prices were 
generally even gwen in 1898-99 than in 1897-98, and the com- 
parative prosperity of the latter year was very largely due to the 
abundant crops, the result of excellent seasons which cannot 
always be expected. 


So far the prospects of trade during 1899-1900 appear 
promising. The latest returns of the Collector-General show 
that for the quarter ended 30th June 1899 the value of exported 
produce was £582,582, as against £426,791 during the corre- 
sponding period last year. 


The rise in the price of sugar of from 8s. to 10s. per cwt:, and 
the greatly increased value of exports referred to, must have the 
‘effect of increasing the purchasing power of the community and 
should therefore favourably affect trade. 


SUITABILITY OF CLIMATE FOR EUROPEANS, AND 
OreninGs Yor WHITE LABOUR 


As shown under the spectal headings on “Chmate” and 
“Public Health,” Jamaica has & temperate climate m mobt 
districts owing to its generally high elevation above the sea. 
The slope of the land gives good drainage, the range of tempera- 
ure js not great, the sca breeze blows throughout the day for a 
jong distance into the interior where ‘the air is fresh and puie. 
[Here aie practi¢ally no marshes, except in certain flat districts 
fear ‘the, sek, an r pins are only heavy during @ few 
‘honths of the yest. | pl emics also occur very ciraly, bethy 
to the vigilaride of the authorities ‘and the general healthfulncks 
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of the island. These conditions render the island a very 


healthful place of abode for Europeans of careful and temperate 
habits, 


Many Europeans, especially in the upland pastoral districts, 
live to advanced years. 


At the same time, the heat in the open air during the greater 
part of the day has, in all but a limited high area, been found too 
great for continuous European labour throughout the year. 
Artizans of careful habits could, however, work in the shade and 
maintain their health. Unfortunately, a great number of the 
European workmen who come here fall into intemperate habits. 
It cannot be said also that there are many openings for white 
labour. The style of living of the native artizans and peasants 
is simple, and they accept wages which would only afford a bare 
subsistence to Europeans, as the following head of this report 
shows. o 4 | 


The West India Improvement Company and the West India 
Electric Company found it to their advantage to use native 
labour almost exclusively in constructing the railway and tram- 
way lines respectively. 


RatTEs OF WaGEs anD Cost oF LivING. 


Details of the rates of wages, chiefly for task work, are given 
in the Blue Book and Handbook of Jamaica for 1898-99. As 
regards day labour, the reports by collectors of taxes appended to 
the annual report of the Collector-General afford full information 
on the subject for each parish. From these reports, it would 
appear that there has been a slight rise of wages generally above 
those given last year. For preedial labour the rates in 1898-99 
were as follows :—Men ls. to ls. 3d. or 1s. 6d. a day in most 

arishes, ls. to ls. 9d. or 2s. a day in St. Andrew, St. Thomas, 
Portland, and Manchester ; for women 9d. to 1s.; children 4d. to 
9d.aday. For artizans, the rate in-Kingston is stated at 2s. 6d. 
to 5s. a day, in country parishes it 1s from 2s. to 4s. generally. 
Men servants earn wusually about 5s. to 8s. per week, and 
occasionally 10s. or 12s. ; women servants 3s. to 5s. or 6s., in some 
parishes only 2s. to 4s. | 


The higher rates are rare, except in Kingston and its neigh- 
bourhood, and are then only given by employers in ¢omfortable 
circumstances. 


The above rates of wages are low, but the cost of living to the 
peasantry is much less than in England—vegetable food and fruit, 
on which with salted or pickled fish they principally subsist, is 
cheap. For instance, ground provisions can be obtained at 
about ld. a lb., and salt fish (cod) at 3d. to 4d.alb. Cotton piece 
goods are obtainable almost at English rates; their houses, except 
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in towns which do not contain more than about one-seventh or 
one-eighth of the population, cost little.to build, and house rent in 
the country is very moderate. 


For the middle and upper classes the cost of living in the 
country parishes is not high: In Kingston and some other 
towns it is more expensive than in English towns. Meat 
ranges from 6d. to ls. a pound (beef being 6d.), but clothing 
is dearer and house rent higher than the English rates for like 
accommodation. 


OPENINGS FOR INVESTMENT OF CAPITAL. 


Persons who have enough means at their command to expend 
money judiciously for two or three years on thorough cultivation 
before expecting much interest on their investments will find 
profitable investment in Jamaica. 


The price of land is lower than it was several years ago, but 
rices realised for produce exported have also declined sensibly 


in the last few years, as is more fully explained under Imports and 
Exports. 


The low prices ruling for sugar, rum, and coffee render great 
care necessary to secure profit. Logwood fetches low prices and 
suffers from foreign competition, but the cost of bringing it to 
market is not very great. 


Jamaica has practically the monopoly of the export trade in 
pimento, which grows on pasture lands, is picked and cured at 
moderate cost, and forms a profitable industry, combined with 
stock raising, especially now that a thriving trade in cattle with 
Cuba has sprung up. 


Fruit does not cost much to cultivate, and provided better care 
is taken in selecting and packing it and European markets are 
opened to the trade the possibilities of developing the industry 
are very great. 


Cocoa and ginger now fetch good prices, and with proper 
curing the former might be made a prominent industry. Good 
samples of Jamaica tobacco fetch high prices, and its cul- 
tivation, with oe care, 13 likely to be highly remunerative, 


and it has the advantage of being a crop which gives early 
returns. 


Capitalists now investing in land before prices rise with 
the revival of trade, and employing their means at first in 
thorough tillage and cultivation and in securing the best 


descriptions of plants, may reasonably look for profitable 
results. 


March. 
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GENERAL CONDITION OF THE CoLony. 


The detailed information given in the preceding sections of 
this report leaves me little to add under this head. There are 
several indications that the depression in trade is passing away, 
and although foreign competition is more keenly felt, and the 
prices of staples are generally tower than was the case a few 
years ago, I see no reason to doubt that the Colony will hold its 
own, and enjoy a fair measure of prosperity. The general 
condition of affairs has undoubtedly considerably improved within 
the last twelvemonth. 


Avaustus W. L. HEemmine, 
Governor of Jamaica. 


King’s Hoise, . 
16th September 1899. 
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Colony. 


Basutoland 

Newfoundland .. 

Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands 
British New Guinea ... 

Bermuda 


Niger. — West African Frontier pore 


Jamaica . 

Barbados... oF 
Falkland Islands 
Gambia ... soe 

St. Helena 

Leeward Islands 

St. Lucia.. ; 

Fiji 

Tarke and ‘Caicos Islands 
Malta... — 

Gold Coast 

Trinidad... 

Sierra Leone 

Ceylon ... 

British Solomon. Islands 
Gibraltar pee 
Bahamas sak 
British Honduras is 
Mauritius and eee 
Grenada. .. 

St. Vincent 

Hong Kong 

Jamaica ... 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Oolony. 


1897-98 
1896-97 


1898-99 


Gold Coast... a ... | Economic Agriculture. 


Zululand ... ce .-. | Forests. 


Sierra Leone os -«. | Geology and Botany. | 


Canada__«a.. ies ... | Emigration. 
Bahamas ... oa ... | Sisal Industry. 
Hong Kong --- - oe | Bubonic Plague. 
. | Mineral Resources. 
. | British Solomon Islands. 
Dominica ... ie .. | Agriculture. 


Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 


Virgin Islands... -.. | Condition during 1897. 
Grenada... oa .- | Agriculture in Carriacou. 


Anguilla eee ‘Dee 


Vital Statistics, 1898. 


Ge ey 


i 
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No. 284. 


LAGOS. 


(For Report for 1897, see No, 232.) 


Captain G. C. Denton to GOVERNOR Sir Wm. 


MacGREGor. ; 


Lf 


October 31st, 1899.: 


_SIR, 


I wave the honour to submit the Report on the Blue 
Book for 1898. 


— 


I--GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 


2. The revenue for the year, inclusive of a Parliamentary 
grant of £10,000 in aid of telcotah construction to the Hinter- 
land, was £206,444, as against £177,420 in 1897, The local 
revenue may therefore be taken..to have been £196,444. ‘his 
is by far the largest amount ever collected, and no doubt the 
very large sums expended in wages of carriers employed in the 
Hinterland, in consequence of the troubles with the French, both 

-by the Imperial and Colonial Government, were to a great extent 

~ responsible for the increase. 
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3. The following statement shows the amounts collected under 
different headings in 1898 as compareq with 1897 :— 


£ £ 
Customs abe a ose sae ose 159,819 179,792 
Harbour, wharf, and light-house dues. ... | 673 644 
Licenses, &c. ... aes ‘ee bes ioe 7,793 6,447 
Fees, reimbursements, &c. ... sec? Tees 3,089 3,361 
Postal revenue ioe see oe as 2,147 1,865 
Rent of Government property  ... one 389 424 


Interest on investments... wee oes 2,257 
Miscellaneous... re ee ees 
Land sales ove 2» @08 ose eee eee 


Parliamentary grant... 


Year. Amount. 
£ 
18994 ka 137,017 
18995 .. «| 142,049 
1896 eee eee 179,745 
18997) kas 177,420 
1898 aeons 206,444 
Total...  £ 842,675 


4, The expenditure for 1898 was £203,802, and of this sum 
the Hinterland telegraph absorbed £11,809. 
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ky 


~ 5. The following ; i8 & eatapataieve statement of the heads of Lagos, 


ae for the years 1897 and 1898°:— ‘ ace 
— 1897. 1898. - 
Governor seen aes ates 5756 6,093 
Colonial Secretariat ... ave eee ase 2,265 5,257 
Queen's Advocate... abe ses aes 1,072 985 
Treasury and Savings Bank aes ie 1,861 1,977 
Customs kk testes 5,776 5,500 | 
nm Spoil eee | (80 70 
Audit Office ... site ee eee eae 993 1,101 
Post Office teense ee 1,713 | 1,806 
gy mpecial: acc. dee! eae, Bs Nil. 138 
Printing Office de a oe as 855 992° 
yy special gues een | Nil. 327 
Harbour Master see wee ae vee | 2,494 2.483 
re 168 2,327 
Government vessels ... ats see ae 7,306 3,231 
| ‘a special or aa sae sen 12,205 3,4 16 
Engineer’s Department... ... — Nil. 5,476 
Supreme Court sie sas ees eae 5,877 6,849 
Ecclesiastical ... _ ae vie ais 12 Nil, 
Charitable... oes ee teas 308 | 229 
Educational ... sete ove ase 2,500 . 2,373 
Hausa Force ... ies ave ‘ns bas 23,083 24,074 
Police ... ai see re Was aes 11,223 10,862 
» special... ie a ‘ss sad Nil. 111 
Prisons nk ues nue teas 2.586 - 2,498 
May Ck, 9,021 10,468 
“Sanitary eee tee wee |, 2,296 Nil. 
Botanical __... oe ous ‘is sei Nil. 834 
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Registrar-General 


Transport... ee 6,673 
Aborigines Tatecior dei 9,352 
Miscellaneous... f,273 
Pensions e . 3,171 
Rents ... os 522 
Land Department te 1,438 


6. As will be seen from the figures given there was no deficit 
at the end of 1898, the revenue exceeding the expenditure by 
£2,642. 


TAXATION. 


e 

7. By Ordinance No. 1 of 1898 the duty on wines, liqueurs, 
and cordials was raised from ls. to 2s. per gallon, but no other 
change took place. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


8. The statement of assets and liabilities is, I consider, satis- 
factory, as, notwithstanding heavy and unusual expenditure, the 
amount carried forward on the 3lst December 1898 exceeds 
the excess of assets on the 3lst December 1897 by over 
£2,000. 

Pusuiic DeEsr. 


9. The only debt incurred by the Colony is in respect of the 
amount required to construct two bridges connecting Lagos Island 
with the mainland at Ebutte Metta, and a railway from Ebutte 
Metta to Ibadan. Legislative authority to raise a sum of 
£780,000 for these purposes has been obtained, but at the end of 
1898 only £351;,0U0 had been borrowed. The general revenue 
is the security for the amount raised, and it is to be paid off from 
the same source by means of a sinking fund. 


CURRENCY. 


10, Although by Ordinance No. 2 of 1880 the following gold 
coins, VI1Z., Sraniah and South American doubloons and half- 
doubloons, American double eagle, eagle, half eagle, and quarter 
eagle and French twenty-franc pieces are legal tender as _ well as 
British sterling, the currency is almost entirely confined to the 
latter. A noticeable point in this connection is that British 
silver coin is at a premium on the West Coast of Africa, and as 
far as I am aware it is the only part of the world of which this 
can be said. : 
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IL—IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. eae? 


11. The values of all kinds of articles imported into the Colony 
in 1898 was estimated at £82,863, as against £758,515 in 1897. 


12. The principal articles of import were :— 


— | 1897. | 1898. 
© | ¢ 

Beads ... és re ase see eae 18,488 | 12,623 
Bridge and railway materials 4. sae 3.273 | 33,130 
Building materials ... ss. seen 18,049 22,621 
Cotton goods... ay ase ‘és ais 297,615 839,778 - 
Haberdashery... ss. sss, tes tes 16,404 | 14,429 
Hardware _... ae ine cae ro 13,980 : 18.314 
Kola nuts 0.00 sn ces aes | 21,190 . 23.052 
Provisions 9,028 10,539 
Specie vo ee ee nena 69,505 148,820 
Wines and spirits... ve. aun ae 69,476 79,769 


13. The imports for the past five years were :— 


Year Amount. 
ee ee ee : _ 

£ | 

1894... cee aes | 690,794 ! 
1895 nasa | 771,843 ! 
1896 0.4. ee oes 881,696 
1 758,515. | 
1898 0.0 unas 892.863 ! 


Total... fas 3,995,711 3 
fo | 

14. These figures may be said to shew a steady increase in the 
import trade, as 1897 was an abnormal year owing to the troubles 


with the French in the Hinterland, and the constant moving 
about of troops there. 
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15. The. value of the exports in 1898 is calculated at £882,329, 
as against £810,974 in 1897, and the following is a comparative 
statement for the years 1897-98 of the principal articles :— 


Cotton goods ... 107 47 92587 
Palm oil wie Re 97,590 97,337 
Palm kernels... ei eae 306,834 362,539 
Rubber Se. 283,184 285,409 


Year. Amount. 
£ 
1894 ... ve sas 891,681 
1895 ... “a S 985,595 
1896 ... i 975,263 
1897 ... ‘es bee 810,974 
1898 ... eae aes 882,329 
Total... sé 4,545,842 


17. In this connection I append a further comparative state- 
ment of the three principal exports for the past five years which 
is of much interest :— 


Year. | Palm Oil. | Palm Kernels. Rubber. 
£ £ £ 
1894... oo ‘ 187,927 440,065 324 
1895... ‘ 205,553 320,434 269,892 
1896... eee see 159,150 343,206 347,721 
1897... : : 97,590 306,834 283,184 
1898... oe diss 97,337 362,539 


285,409 


ee ee 
Re a ES ees oo 
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18. From this it appears that the palm oil trade is less than 
half what it was in 1894 and 1895, but the export of kernels 
remains much the same. The falling off in the former is no doubt 
due to rubber having become, since 1894, such a very large 
article of export from the Colony, but owing to the injury 
‘inflicted on the trees from the reckless way in which it has been 
collected, it appears to me almost certain that this will not 
continue, and that for some years—say five or six—this industry 
will fall off almost entirely. If my supposition is correct, it is of 
the first importance to encourage the natives to return to the 
eae oil pl which they have been tempted to give up 
ecause of the higher profits which the collection of rubber 
yielded. As the Eluis Guineensis (the tree from which palm ail 
and kernels are obtained) requires very little cultivation, and 
abounds throughout the Hinterland, there should be very little 
difficulty in bringing this about. There should also, now, be 
more labour for preparing the produce, as quite three-fourths of 
the carriers engaged on the Hinterland operations in 1898 have 
- been discharged, and are available for agricultural work. 


* 


MINES, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


19. Though steps have been taken in the direction of ascertain- 
ing if valuable minerals exist in the Hinterland of Lagos, no 
definite conclusion has so far been arrived at. In certain districts 
the prospects are, I have reason to think, promising, but this is 
all that can be said. At the present time there are no mines 
within the sphere of influence of the Colony. 


2u. The manufactures of the Colony, which are limited in 
extent, are very fully given on page 107 of the Blue Book. No 
doubt some of them may be capable of development, but taken 
as a whole they are not suitable for export, and it will,in my 
opinion, be a long time before a sufficient supply for the country 
itself even will be obtained from local resources. 


21. The natives do not attempt sea fishing. Large quantities 
of fish are, however, taken by them in the lagoon and dried and 
sent to the Hinterland. A large trade with the interior towns 
is also done in dried prawns, which during the rainy season are 
very plentiful in the neighbourhood of Lagos. 


AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRIES, AND Botanic STATIONS. | 


2z. The pana crops cultivated by the natives are corn, 
cassada, and yams, and a very large proportion of the open country 
in the Colony, Protectorate and Hinterland, is covered with them. 
As far as I have means of forming an opinion, the supply .of 
these products 1s more than sufficient to meet local demands, so 
much so that in 1895, when there was a failure of the crops on 


" 
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‘the Gold Coast, corn to the value of £5,718 was exported to 
Accra and Cape Coast. Previous to that year hardly any had 
been sent out of the Colony, but since then there has been an 
oe of this product valued at £1,260 in 1896, £931 in 1897, 
and £662 in 1898. : 


23. There are several coffee plantations--two of which are 
under European management, but the price of this product 
(Liberian coffee) is so poor at present that planters are very 
much discouraged just now. 


24. At Itele, Captain Davies, a native of good position, has a 
cacao plantation, but I cannot say that the trees on it compare 
at all favourably with those I have seen in the West Indies. As 
both the situation and soil appear favourable, I fancy the fault 
must lie in the method of cultivation adopted. . 


25. The Roman Catholic Mission has established a large 
cocoa nut plantation on the strip of land lying between the lagoon 
and the sea opposite Topo in the Western District, and it is 
doing well ; but the Fathers have no modern appliances for making 
the copra, and to export the nuts in bulk is out of the question 
on account of the heavy cost of freight. At Leckie and Badagr 
the Government have many thousand trees, but of late years all 
- cultivation has been abandoned for the reason given above. If 
mills were established it is possible the industry might be made 
to pay, but I am told that the cocoa nut does not thrive nearly 
_ 80 well on the West Coast of Africa as in Ceylon and Fiji. 


26. The Botanical Station which was established in 1887 has 
done good work in the Colony and neighbourhood, but it is not 
large enough to be of much practical use, nor is its situation 
' suitable ; a new station is, however, to be started further inland, 
robably near Abeokuta on the line of railway, which will I 
lieve tend much to develop minor industries. As land is 
plentiful it will be possible to grow economic plants in such 
quantities as will form object lessons to the natives, and thus 
supply a want which has long been felt. 


LAND GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 


27. Except on Lagos Island, and perhaps to a small extent at 
Ebutte Metta, the value of land can iasaly be said to have been 
practically ascertained, but steps are being taken, I believe, to 
deal with the matter. In Lagos Island land has been granted by 
the Government to individuals since the year 1863 on what are 
known as Crown grants. These grants confer a freehold title, 
_and land held under them has frequently changed hands, the 
price in each case depending very much upon situation, but I 
think it is fair to say that 2s. 6d. per square yard is accepted as 
about the average value. 
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SHIPPING. 


29. In 1898, 478 steamers with a tonnage of 409,790 tons, and 
crews numbering 15,620 were entered at the port of Lagos. Of 
these, 180 vessels of 110,119 tons burden, with crews numbering 
5,628, were German, the remainder being owned by British firms. 
In 1897, the steamers were 453, with a tonnage of 398,003 and 
crews numbering 15,361 ; German firms being the owners of 202 
vessels of a tonnage of 97,770 tons, and having crews amounting 
to 5,150 men. Three steamers of French nationality were 


entered at the port, whose tonnage and crews amounted to 4,194 
and 125 respectively. 


30. The number of steamers that cleared from the port in 1898 
was 478, and their tonnage and crews were 411,960 and 15,635. 
‘Of these, 132 were German, their tonnage and crews being 
114,802 and 8,378 respectively. 


31. In 1897, 492 steamers, tonnage 401,824 and crews 15,290, 
cleared from Lagos, of which 201 with tonnage and crews amount- 
ing to 97,332 and 5,065 were foreign. One sailing vessel entered 


and cleared in 1897, and one in 1898. Both were foreign 
(Brazilian). 


The following is a comparative statement of the shipping for 
the past five years :— 


Inwards. 
Number of 
Year. | Ve Ae ! Tonnage. Crews. 
1894... e680 ese e068 445 385,152 15,737 
JI895 GG . Vis eee. a 485 399,352 15,523 
1896... e000 eve (yy) 406 403,574 ; 15,087 
1897... coe eve om | 487 398,352 15,372 


1898... ee ove ove 479 410,104 15,631 


| | ‘yy : 


. ) Fy 


12 


Outwards. 
Year. i; ahaa of T onnage. Crews. - 

1994. dee ses os 446 385 447 15,746 
1895... ewe 499 395,637 15,595 
ae ¥ 
1896... ade sé 472 401,831 15,374 
1897... : - 493 402,176 15,301 
1898... a 479 412,174 
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15,636 


_ 


IlII.—LEGISLATION. 


32. Ten Ordinances were passed in 1898. No.1 dealt with 
the change in the Custom duties to which I have already 
referred. Nos. 4 and 8 were the ordinary supply Ordinances. 
Nos. 2, 3, 5, and 6 amend enactments already in force. No. 7 
deals with the management of the Queen’s Gardens and Glover 
Hall. No.9 provides for the administration of the estates of 


‘Africans dying in foreign employment by vesting them in an 


Administrator-General, which was much required; and No. 10 
regulates the establishment, control, and management of all 
markets within the Colony and Protectorate. This last enact- 
ment has an important bearing on the trade of the Colony, and 
has for its principal object the administration of the different 
markets on the ee side, to which the produce is brought 
from the interior and then sold to the Lagos native traders, who 
convey it to Lagos and dispose of it to the Kuropean merchants 
there. The administration is conducted by means of committees, 
composed of traders attending the market and natives locally 
interested in it, who are appointed by the Governor and with his 
approval have the power of making bye-laws for the better 
regulation of the markets. Of these committees the District 
Commissioner is ez officio Chairman. 
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IVyx—EDUCATION, 


33, There ‘are in all 33 schools, of which five are secondary. 
The schools may be said to be almost entirely under the control 
of the different missionary societies, but the Government gives 
assistance in the shape of grants-in-aid, based partially on results 
and partially on capitation payments. The general control of 
educational matters is evened i an Ordinance, which provides 
for a Board of Education composed of the Governor, the members 
of the Legislative Council, and four nominated members, under 
whose immediate direction all details are carried out. (The 
allotment and proportion of the grants-in-aid.are fixed by 
examinations held y the Inspector of Schools once in every. 
twelve months.) we . 


34. There is only one industrial or technical school in the 
Colony. _To this the Government contributes £500 per annum, 
and in it are taught carpentry, blacksmith’s work, and gardening. 
It is under a European superintendent, and was established in 
connection with the Hussay Slave Institute in 1895. Some 18 
to 20 boys, who were originally slaves, are the inmates of the 
institution as first established, and these are housed, fed, and 
clothed at the expense of the charity. In addition, about a 
dozen boys whose parents can provide for their maintenance &c. 
are received for training in the workshops, and I am glad te he 
able to say that though great difficulty was experienced in 
starting the technical branch it is now.in full swing and doing 
excellent work. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. — 


35. There is a general hospital and a contagious diseases 
hospital, both of which are entirely maintained by the Goverm 
ment. Paying patients are, however, received. leper asylum 
has also been established on the mainland, about four miles 
from Ebutte Metta, and a small lunatic asylum is in course of 
construction. 


36. There is no poor house, but a certain number of paupers, 
who are unable to work, are maintained by the Government 
under the supervision of the Chief Medical Officer. There is 
no reformatory. 


37. A Government Savings Bank was established in 1886, 
At the end of 1898, £15,908 stood to the credit of the depositors, 
who numbered 965. The rate of interest is 24 per cent. per 
annum, and a sum of £14,350 is specially invested on account of 
the Savings Bank. 


WG 


14 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


POLIce. 


38. The strength and detail of the poe force will be found 
on page 30 of the Blue Book, under “ Return of Military.” It 
%3 8 semi-military force, and in addition to its civic duties is 
, ly drilled and trained to the use of arms. It is armed 
with the ‘303 Martini-Metford rifle, a very efficient weapon, and ° 
is almost entirely recruited from the Yoruba tribe. 


| PRISON. | 
$8, The only prison in existence in the Colony in 1898 was 


that at Lagos. ring the year, 676 males, 26 females, and 11 
juveniles were committed to prison, and the average daily number 


,of convicts was 134, There were 82 admissions to hospital 


uring the year, and the average daily number on the sick list 
was 1°29. The prison was frequently visited by the Officer 
Administering the Government, and was found in good order. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS, 


40. On page 114 of the Blue Book a comparative statement 


_ of summary convictions, convictions in the Supreme or Superior 


Court, an uittals for the past four years will be. found. 
From this it will be seen that 1898 was a fairly normal year 
as far as convictions were concerned, the number being 933 
against an average of 869 for the four previous years, and 
926 for 1896, 1897, and 1898. The acquittals were the smallest 


. in number for the past four years, being 171 as against an 
average of 228, } 


VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


PoPruLATION. 


41. In a place where it is so difficult to obtain reliable returns 


of births and deaths it is impossible to say with any certainty if 


the population has increased or become less since the census of 
1891. Even in Lagos itself the floating population is so large 
that anything like an accurate estimate cannot be formed. I 
believe, however, that when the census of 1901 is taken a slight 
increase will be found in the population of Lagos Island, whilst 


‘ that of the Colony must be considerably larger, in view of the 


fact that an extensive portion of the Jebu country was ceded to 
Her Majesty in 1894. 


- 
re 
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Pusiic HEatTH. 


. 42. The health of Lagos Island was, as far as Europeans were 
concerned, undoubtedly more satisfactory in 1898 than for some 
years previous. The native population, however, suffered severely, 
the death-rate being the highest known except that in 1897. 


43. The death-rate for the past five years was as follows :— 


Natives. 


Year. Europeans. 


SANITATION. 


44, The question of improving the sanitary condition of Lagos 
has dagsead the attention of the Government for some years 

ast, but, so far, it has not been found possible to devise a hee 
likely to give satisfactory results which the Colony is able to 
afford. There are hardly any drains, and what there are are 
only to carry off the surface water in wet weather. There are 
both land latrines and latrines over the water, and all Government 
buildings and some private houses are supplied with earth 
closets. 


CLIMATE, 


45. 1898 was an unusually wet year, the rainfall being 80°20 
inches. As 1896 and 1897 were quite the reverse, rain was much 


wanted, and the country has greatly benefited from the heavy 
fall in the year under report. oe eg < 


TEMPERATURE, 


46. The minimum temperature was 71°2, the maximum 90°2, 
and the mean 77:2, 


DIRECTION AND ForcE OF WIND. 


47. The direction of the wind appears to have been principally 
from the south and south-west, but the force of it was never 
excessive, and, as far as the year went, matters in this respect 
were normal. 


a ea 
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| ‘je’ «=VIIL—POSTAL TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE 


<< SERVICES. 


wz 


POSTAL. 


48. The Post Office revenue was £1,978 and the expenditure 
£1,514. Post offices, in addition to the central one at Lagos, 
have been established at Badagry, Epe, and Ikoradu within the 
Colony, and at Jebu Ode, Ibadan, and Abeokuta in the Hinter- 
land. 272,334 letters, parcels, &c. were dealt with by the 
Postal Department in 1898, as against 240,358 in 1897. 


TELEGRAPHS. 


49. The Colony is connected with England by a cable belong- 
ing to the African Direct Telegraph Company, the charge per 
word being 7s. 10d. to the general public. The Company receives 
a subsidy of £1,000 per annum from the Lagos Government, and, 
in consideration of this, Government messages have priority over 
all others, and are conveyed at the reduced rate of 3s. 9d. 


50. In 1898, an inland telegraph line connecting Lagos with 
-Jebba on the Niger and with Saki, a Yoruba town to the north of 
Abeokuta, was completed. As far as Ogbomosho and Saki the 
expenditure involved in the upkeep of this line falls upon Lagos, 
but from Ogbomosho to Jebba it is a charge upon the West 
African Frontier Force. A sum of £10,000 was, however, 
granted by the Imperial Government in 1897 towards the cost 
of the construction and maintenance of this line, the actual 
amount expended in 1898 on the service being £11,809. 


TELEPHONES. 


51. Nearly all the Government offices and the Beach Signal 
Station are connected by telephone, the exchange being at the 
Secretariat. A separate system of telephonic cummunication 
‘between the police stations in the town of Lagos has also been 
established. 


IX.—MILITARY FORCES AND EXPENDITURE. 


REGULAR FORCES. 


52. During the first half of 1898 portions of the Ist and 2nd 
W. I. Regiments were stationed in Lagos, but the expenditure in 
connection with the Imperial troops was discharged by the 
Impcrial Government. | 

53. There are neither militia nor volunteers in the Colony. 


OF Cee te eee = meyer nent 


bt tos oe 
af 
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CONSTABULARY OR SEMI-MILITARY COLONIAL FORCE. 


54, The Colony possesses a force which is purely military in 
character, called the Hausa force. It consists of an inspector- 
general, 3 inspectors, 17 assistant inspectors, paymaster, quarter- 
master, 3 native officers, and 828 of other fale and it is armed 
with the Martini-Metford carbine. It has also the following :— 
Five 7-pr. R.M.L. steel guns, four rocket troughs, one 3-pr. quick- 
firing Nordenfeldt gun, five Maxim guns, and two 3-barrel 
Nordenfeldt guns. | | 


55. The expenditure on this force for 1898 was £24,074. 


56. The Lagos police is a semi-military force, but I have dealt 
with its constitution under paragraph VI. of this report. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


57. The most important event of the year to the Colony was, 
undoubtedly, the conclusion of an agreement with France, under 
which certain territory situated between Lagos and the Niger 
was recognised as within the sphere of British influence. British 
rights were also acknowleged over the empire of Sokoto on the 
left bank of the river. It is early days to speak of what will be 
the results of this arrangement, but it means, without question, 
the pacification of a large extent of country, and it is to be 
hoped that a developed cultivation of economic products will 
follow as a natural consequence. 


58. The construction of the railway made good progress, as did 
also that of the bridges connecting Lagos Island with the main- 
land. At the present time the line is open for the conveyance of 
passengers to Abeoktta, but it has not yet been handed over to a 
railway department immediately under the control of the Local 
Government. If all goes well the line to Ibadan should be com- 
pleted by the end of next year, and it is hoped that the bridges 
will be opened jor traffic at the end of January or beginning of 
February next. 


59. During the year a good many miles of road were con- 
structed in the neighbourhood of Otta, in Jebu Remo, Jebu Ode, 


Ibadan, Iwo, and Oyo territory, a sum of over £7,000 being 
expended on this service. 


- 60. The completion of the new hospital was very nearly effected, 
£6,368 being expended on it during the year. A leper asylum 
at Yabba, four miles from Fbutte Metta, was finished at a cost 
of £1,677. Alterations to, andthe enlargement of, the Secretariat 
were carried out at a cost of £1,999 ; £1,973 was expended on a 
club house, to finish which a further sum of £1,027 is allowed, 
and considerable improvements, involving an expenditure of 
£2,665, were offectod in connection with the brick works at 


Ebutte Metta. The installation of the clectric light was Completed 


4277*—5 BR 
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in the streets of Lagos at the beginning of the year, but 
Government House and the Colonial Hospital were not lit by 
electricity until September. It is proposed to extend the electric 
light to the different public buildings and quarters, and during 
the current year those to the southeast of the works will be 
brought into the connection. A property known as Fabres, on 
which the printing office has been erected, was purchased from a 
French firm for £3,600: it also gave the necessary ground for 
the alterations to the Secretariat, and there still remains space to 
construct two sets of quarters on it. 


61. The only important change in the establishment of the 
Colony was the appointment of Sir Henry McCallum to the 
Governorship of Newfoundland. He was succeeded in Lagos by 
Sir William MacGregor, who, however, did not take up the 
administration of the Goverment until May 1899. 


62. It is not easy to predict the future of the trade of the 
Colony. 1898 was, on the whole, a good year, but it was alleged 
by many that competition had so seriously affected prices that it 
had become impossible to do a remunerative business. In the 
timber trade there was marked development, the export of 
mahogany, as it is called, being valued at £12,944, as against 
£6,291 in 1897. In 1895 the value of the timber exported from 
Lagos was only £24, whilst in 1896 it was £275. 


63. The rubber industry will, I fear, fall off to almost nothin 
for some few years. This is due to the reckless way in which 
the sap has been collected. In many instances the trees have 
been cut down, and in other cases the incisions have been made so 
very deep that they have caused the death of the trees. In m 
opinion the formation of plantations of the Kickzria Africana 18 
the only way to resuscitate the rubber trade, and I am glad to 
say one Kuropean firm had taken the matter up before I left. 
The natives, also, had promised to do their best to conserve the 
few remaining trees, ad under the direction of the Superintendent 
of Woods and Forests, nurseries of the various rubber yielding 
aa had been established in different parts of the Colony and 

rotectorate. In this way there are, I consider, reasonable 
grounds for hope that the export of rubber will resume its former 
dimension within the next seven years. 


64. The import trade is expanding gradually, and I think as 
soon as the railway is finished it will receive a great impetus. 
At present, although the line is open to passengers as far as 
Abeokuta, only comparatively small packages are carried over it, 


65. There will, I have no doubt, be a falling off in the spirit 
trade in consequence of the increase in the duty, but I think we 
may safely calculate an additional revenue to the extent of nearly 
£40,000 a year under this head. 


66. The dangers of the climate of West Africa are so well 
known that it is unnecessary for me to say much on this point, 
except that I have found no improvement in it since I first went 
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there in 1888. It is quite unsuited for white labour, and even 
those Europeans who are occupied in the superintendence of the 
different public works suffer very much. 
67. The ordinary daily wage of a labourer or carrier is from 
9d. tols. per day; when sent away from the Colony they are 
enerally allowed an extra 3d. per day subsistence money.. 
arpenters, masons, printers, blacksmiths, tailors, shoemakers, 
painters, and coopers obtain from ls. 6d. to 4s. 6d. per day, 
according to their attainments, and canoe men may be placed in 
the same category as labourers and carriers. 


68. The rate for labourers, &c. is undoubtedly high, and 
endeavours are being made to reduce it, but so far, the supply 
being barely equal to the demand, it has been almost impossible 
to effect very much. 


69. Domestic servants are paid by the month, their wages 
varying from lds to £2 10s. sood: steward or cook, however, 
can always command a higher salary, as much as £4 being given 
in some instances. 


70. The cost of living has very materially increased during the 
last eight years. This was in the first instance due to the 
establishment of the Niger Coast Protectorate, and, recently, 
the formation of the West African Force has still further 
raised wages and prices. Roughly speaking, the cost of living 
in Lagos may be said to have gone up 33 per cent. since I first 
went there in 1888, and this, from what I am told, is equally 
applicable to natives as well as Europeans. 


71. In Lagos Island large numbers of the inhabitants have 
been educated on English lines and conform to a great extent to 
English habits and customs. The bulk, however, of the popula- 
tion is essentially native in its manner of living, and my experience 
leads me to think that they are quite as industrious and happier 
and more contented when not too much trammelled by the 
restrictions of civilisation. Polygamy, of course, prevails in this 
section of the community, the numerous wives supporting them- 
selves and their children by trading. The husband is the centre 
of the family and affords them protection and house room. 


72. The general condition of the Colony is decidedly satisfac- 
tory, the progress made during the past ten years being very 
great. The import and export trade in 1898 was £1,775,192, as 
against £839,504 in 1889, whilst the revenues for the respective 
years were £196,444 (exclusive of a Parliamentary grant of 
£10,000) and £57,633. The development of the Hinterland has 
also proceeded with rapid strides, and British influence has made 
itself felt as far as the Niger. 


73. The raiding and sale of slaves in the interior has almost 
entirely been put a stop to, and the offering of human sacrifices, 
which was by no means uncommon even in the recent past, may 
be said to be abolished, though it is possible that it may, on very 
rare occasions, be practised at the present time in some of the 


1898 
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éut of the way places, of course without the knowledge of the 
Lagos Government. — | : 


_ 74, I believe the people of the country are very happy and 
contented, and they have undoubtedly extended the area under 
cultivation very much since 1893, which must tend to their 
prosperity. Altogether things look bright, and, in my opinion, 
there is a great future before Lagos, and when the railway is 
Opened to’ Ibadan I hope to see the export trade of the Colony 
materially increase. It is unfortunate thattthe harbour can only 
be entered by vessels of comparatively small draught, as this 
undoubtedly checks the development of the place, but perhaps it 
may be possible later on to undertake the opening of the bar by 
4 permanent work, though the estimated cost (£800,000) of such 
an undertaking appears almost prohibitive at the present time. 


I have, &c., 
GEoRGE C, DENTON, 
Colonial Secretary of Lagos. 
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No. 


268 
269 


271 
272 
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ANNUAL. 
Colony. Year 
| Fiji 1898 
Turks and ‘Caicos Islands ” 
Malta... - 
Gold Coast 99 
Trinidad ‘7 
Sierra Leone - 
Ceylon - 
British Solomon Islands 1898-99 
Gibraltar aes 1898 
Bahamas.. és 
British Honduras : ‘5 
Mauritius and Rodrigues es 
Grenada... ee ~ 
St. Vincent - 
Hong Kong 9 
Jamaica ... 1898-99 
Lagos... 1898 
Seychelles a < 
Christmas and Cocos-Keeling I Tslands 1899 
Straits Sett)ements 1898 
Basutoland 1898-99 
Niger Coast Protectorate ze 
British Guiana .. 1897-98 & 
1898-99 
Falkland Islands 1899 
British New Guinea 1898-99 
Bermuda... 1899 
Barbadoes | ‘3 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony. Subject. 
Gold Coast... ee ... | Economic Agriculture. 
Zululand ... ee ... | Forests. 
Sierra Leone ape ... | Geology and Botany. 
Canada __... ie ... | Emigration. 
Bahamas ... gs ... | Sisal Industry. 
Hong Kong ins ... | Bubonic Plague. 
Newfoundland... ... | Mineral Resources. 
Western Pacific ... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
Dominica ... wis .. | Agriculture. 
Virgin Islands _... ... | Condition during 1897. 
| Grenada... ai ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 
Anguilla... a .. | Vital Statistics, 1898. 


Cook Islands ___... ... | Trade Report foF 1899. 
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No. 2965. 


MALTA. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 270.) 


Governor Sm F. W. GRrenFeEvtt to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


The Palace, 
Valletta, 


25th June, 1900. 
Sim, 
I wave the honour to forward herewith for your informa- 
tion the Chief Secretary’s Report on the Malta Blue Book for the 
year 1899. 


I have, &c., 
F. GRENFELL, 
Governor. 


‘Chief Secretary's Ottice, 
Valletta, 


20th June, 1900. 
Sr, 
I HAVE the honour to submit the Annual Report on the 
Malta Blue Book for the year 1899. 


1.—FINANCJAJ,. 
GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Revenue. 


The total Receipts in 1899 amounted to £354,265 lds. 2)d,, 
made up as follows : — 


Revenue from Customs and other £ s. d. 
ordinary sources... di ... 281,980 15 34 
Rent of Government Property ... 44,482 4 8 
Interest on investments sin, ... 27,802 15 23 
6251*—75—7/1900 Wt 21935 D& S—5 A? 


MALTA, 
1899. 
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The following comparative statement shows that the Revenue 
for the past year exceeded that of the year 1898 by 
£21,776 17s. 1}d., due almost entirely to increased Customs re- 
ceipts, which amounted to £197,421 5s. 9d., being the largest yield 
ever recorded from that source. 


Amount Amount 
Heads of Revenue. Collected in Collected in {ncrease. Decrease, 
1898. 1889, 


£ s. a. x a. al, geod, Xx a. d. 
1. Customs - - | 176,648 19 7 197,421 5 9% {290.772 6 2 _ 
2. Harbour Dues, Ke. 8.722 16 6 R110 8 4 -— 613 8 2 
%. Licences, &ec. - : 5549 8 BY D477 VU a4 —_ 172 2 10 
3A. Stamp Duty- — - _— 8938 2 4 Bo% 2 4 | — 
4. Fees and Reim-; 24.2866 10 4 24,224 1 68 — 48 8 104 

bursements. 
5. Post Office - -1| 15,781 12 0 14.597 7 7 — 1184 4 5 
5A. Railway - TAM 33g 7,318 4 10 210 1 64 ! — 
6. Water Service - 10,698 2.8 11,219 15 114 521.13 38 | — 
6A. Electric Lighting - 11,236 8 1 12.360 8 7 1,624 0 6 | — 
7. Rents, Rural - - 13,054 19 0% 12.745 8 104 -— 308 10 14 
8. Rents. Urban- = - | -27,507 14 29} (27.784 14 64 227 0 4 — 
9. Rents on account of 8,933 2 6} 4,001 1 28 67 18 84 | _ 
Pious Foundations, 

10. Interest - - -| 27,980 6 63] 27,802 15 29 — 177 11 4 


| 
| 
5 24121276 2 103 2,499 5 9 


| 


A new item of revenue was created last year by the Malta 
Revenue Order in Council, 1899, establishing a stamp duty on 
receipted bills and other documents. The enactment came in 
operation on the 14th August, 1899, and has produced revenue at 
the rate of about £2,500 a year. 


The increase in the revenue shown in the above statement is 
due, with regard to Customs, to an abnormal quantity of spirits 
imported in anticipation of the raising of the duty from 2s. 6d. to 
5s. per gallon under the Malta Revenue Order in Council, 1899, 
and to the after effects of the provisions of that enactment when 
it came into operation. There has also been an appreciable in- 
crease in the importation of flour to meet the considerable de- 
crease in the importation of wheat. The total receipts above last 
vear from duties on wines and spirits amounted to £13,441, and 
on flour £7.980. It is anticipated that the increased duty on 


Total - - | 332.488 18 1 BS4,.265 


—, 
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spirits will yield a further annual revenue of about £25,000 when 
the large stock now in the country and taken out of bond is 
consumed. 


The railway, water service, and electric lighting, which are 
undertakings administered by the Government on municipal lines, 
have all given an increased revenue, tending to show that these 
concerns are being managed to the public advantage on a sound 
business footing. The following return of revenue collected in 
the last five years, shows the progress made by these enterprises 
under the management of the Government : — 


ess Water Dues and Electric 
Year. Railway. Meter Rent. Lighting. 
| 

£ os. a. £ 2. ad. | ¢ x, od, 
R95 5,963 2 OU 6,701 310 | — 
1896 0. 0.) 7020 16 8 7442 7 Z 
12997... 0. | 70H 2 113 7,573 416 | MIB 2 
1392 | 7108 3 3 R200 12 8 119% RI 
INQ) vee * 7,318 4 10 8.880 1h 64 12860 8 7 


ree — — -~ 


Decrease in Revenue is shown chiefly under (a) Harbour and 
Quarantine dues, (6) Post Office, and (c) Rural Rents. With 
reyard to the first item, the decrease is due to a falling-off in the 
number of arrivals in our harbour of steamships subject to ton- 
nage dues. The postal receipts were reduced principally by the 
deferred payment of international transit rates amounting to 
£642 18s. 11d., due by the United Kingdom and other countries, 
and by the diminished sale of postage stamps in consequence of 
the introduction from the Ist of April, 1899, of the penny postage, 
which resulted in a loss of £540 16s. 54d. in nine months. It 1s, 
however, expected that by the increase of the correspondence pass- 
ing through the Post Office the receipts from the sale of stamps 
will, in the near future, recover the loss. The cause of the de- 
crease in the rents from rural tenements is attributable to the 
agricultural depression. 


The following statement shows the Revenue for each vear of 
the quinquennial period ending 31st December, 1899 : — 


£ 8. a. 

Year 1895... ae ... 305,440 14 33 
» 1896... ae ... 913,680 14 7 

a I89T xa. ee ... 323,787 5 101 
» 1898... a5 ... 832,488 18 ] 

» 1899... ve ... $64,265 15 24 
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Expenditure. 


The provisions available for expenditure by grants on the Civil 
List, by Order in Council, and under the various Appropriation 
Ordinances amounted collectively to the sum of £404,942 bs 13d. 
Out of such provisions the following expenditure was incurred, 
vig. > — 


As chargeable to the Consolidated £ sda 


Revenue aie ve ... 341,182 3 103 

As chargeable to General Reserve 
Fund sae ag =: 10,172 7 11 
Total = ... 361,354 11 93 


leaving an unexpended balance at the end of the year of 
£53,587 13s. 4d. 


The subjoined comparative table shows in detail the expendi- 
ture under each head of service, exclusive of a sum of 
£6,508 12s. 74d., incurred out of the Immovable Property Ac- 
count, chiefly in railway works and in the erection of a new 
Govern ment school at Cospicua : — 
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The total Expenditure for the last five years was as follows: — 


——— 


Chargeable Chargeable 
Year. to Consolidated to General Totals. 

Revenue. Reserve Fund. 

£ s. ad. £ s. a, £ s. d. 
1895 301,450 16 94 ~< 301,550 16 92 
1896 308,902 14 42 ane 808,902 14 43 
1897 320,710 6 3 3,963 1 7 324,673 7 10 
1898 322,900 19 6} 16,181 19 8 339,082 19 24 
1899 341,182 3 103 10,172 7 11 351,354 11 98 


From the foregoing table it will be seen that the services on 
account of which an increased expenditure deserving special notice 
was incurred in 1899 were (a) The Railway and Technical School 
attached thereto; (6) the Legal Departments; (c) the Police De- 
partment; (d) the Prisons; (e) the Charitable Institutions; (f) 
the Hducation Department: (g) Miscellaneous Services; and (A) 
Public Works Extraordinary. 

The circumstances which have chiefly brought about the in- 
crease are stated, briefly, hereunder : — 

(a) Railway and ‘Technical School: The rise in the price of 
coals and increased interest on sums expended for the extension 
of the line to the Imtarfa barracks. (6) Legal Departments: 
The augmentation of the salary of the judges and the general 
increase of the staff to meet the requirements enacted by the 
Malta (use of English language in legal proceedings) Order in 
Council, 1899. (c) Police: The supply of uniforms and great 
coats and periodical increments to salaries which fell due in 
1899. (d) Prisons: The removal to Corradino Prison of prisoners 
detained in the Valletta Prison, which was considered to be un- 
suitable as a place of detention. (e) Charitable Institutions: 
Fitting up the hospital for lepers with all necessary furniture, 
clothing, bedding utensils, &c., and asum paid for drugs ordered 
in the previous year, but accounted for in 1899. (f) Education 
Department (including the elementary schools department) : 
Necessary provision to meet office expenditure in connection with 
the elementary schools, introduction of new text books and syllabi 
of instruction in the said schools, appliances for the museum of 
natural history and hygienic laboratory, and subsidy to students 
abroad ; and (g) Miscellaneous Services: Extraordinary expendi- 
ture for carrying out urgent sanitary measures to provide against & 
visitation of plague, and the refund of duty on frozen meat at 
a rate higher than that of the previous year. 


MALTA, 
1899. 


10 COLONIAL REPORTS8—ANNUAL. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The following is a statement of the assets and liabilities on the 
3ist December, 1899: — 


—_—- | Liabilities. | Assets. 


£ 8. d. £ s. d. 


Investments in Imperial and Colonial — 613,402 5 4 
Securities. . 
Investments in the Monte di Pieta ... — 2,062 11 33 
Funds deposited with the Anglo- ~ 7,321 6 1 
Maltese Bank, 
Funds deposited with the London — 5,269 3 8 
and Westminster Bank. 
Capital laid out for portion of the furni- — 1,600 0 0 
ture in Governor's Palaces. 
Loans to the Monte di Pieta ... — 55,500 0 0 
Advances made by Treasury ... — 11,707 15 8 
Cash — 6,463 9 5 
Courts and other Deposits _... ea 67,109 17 8 _— 
Dollar Investment Fund 21,937 10 0 — 
Savings Bank 527,143 6 63 — 
| Pappaffy Emigration Fund 10,025 0 0 — 
Pappaffy Emigration Fund Adminis- 1,360 15 113 ~- 
trators. ° 
Deposits for works allocated to the 8,951 11 24 _ 
Government Immovable Property 
Account under Ordinance No. V. of 
1891. 
Reserve Funds ... 46,840 3 103 _ 


2349 19 / &£}— 
685,717 703,326 11 54 
Total Liabilities oes .- | 685,717 7 03 


Immovable Property Deposit Account 


Surplus... eee soe eee 17,609 4 4} 
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CHANGES IN TAXATION. 


The only changes in taxation during the year under review were 
the raising of the duty on the importation of spirits from 24s. to 
47s. 6d. per Maltese barrel, and the establishment of a stamp duty 
on receipted bills and other documents, created by the Malta 
Revenue Order in Council, 1899, which came into operation on 
the 14th August, 1899. 


CURRENCY. 


The currency consists of British gold and silver; gold coins 
below tender weight being rejected. Payment by cheques is 
now adopted to a great extent by the commercial community. 


The circulation of counterfeit silver coins caused alarm in the 
course of the year. 


The rates of exchange on London did not fluctuate to an ap- 
preciable extent; the maximum rate per £100 having been 6s. 
on demand, 5s. being the normal rate; 5s. maximum on bankers’ 
bills at three days’ sight; 4s. at 30 days’ date; 2s. at 60 days’ 
date; and par at 90 days’ date. The three months’ paper was, 
however, much affected during the last months of the year on 
account of the high bank rate of discount in London. 


The exchange on Italy ranged between 26°70 and 27°30, the 


average for the year being 27. 


The twenty-franc pieces and five-franc pieces, both French and 
Italian, usually kept here in deposit as bullion for exportation 
to neighbouring ports, have, of late, greatly diminished, as in 
Tripoli and in Bengasi the demand for British sovereigns is 
improving. 


The amount of gold and silver coins in circulation in the Island 
is estimated at £520,000, viz. :-— 


£ 
Sovereigns bed ib ... 420,000 
Half-sovereigns os ... 15,000 
Silver coins... ae ... 85,000 


The note circulation issued by two of the local banks is esti- 


mated at about £20,000. 


IMPORTS AND EXports. 


The general imports in 1899 amounted to £6,668,961, against 
£10,025,131 in 1898, showing a decrease of £3,356,170, and of 
£4,904,573 as compared with the average of the five years immedi- 
ately preceding 1899. 


12 
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Of the total imports £976,330 is the value of goods actually 
brought into the Island, and £5,692,631 of cargoes which merely 
touched at this port and were re-exported in the same vessels or 


transhipped. 


The following tabular statement shows the value of imports of 
goods subject to duty for the five years, from 1894 to 1898, and 
their average compared with the imports in 1899: — 


United British | H.M.’s| Foreign 
xeet: Total. Kingdom. ; Colonies. | Ships. | Countries. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
1894 we ove | 13,773,783 171,154 | 221,888 | 393 | 13,380,348 
1895 vs ave | 13,099,978] 174,350 | 324,916 | 236 | 12,600,476 
1896 ies eee | 10,472,139} 143,629 129,716 414 | 10,198,380 
1897 10,895,639} 150,473 | 92,429 | 358 | 10,652,379 
1898 vs ave | 10,025,131] 203,517 | 519,608 | 485 | 9,301,521 
Average for five | 11,653,334] 168,624 | 257,711 | 377 | 11,226,620 
years. 
1899 ce 6,668,961 | 297,830 | 408,685 | 2,255 | 5,960,191 
Below the average... | 4,984,373 — — a 5,266,429 
Above theaverage... |  — 129,206 | 150,974 | 1878 = 


Digitized by Google 
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A perusal of the following table will show of what the articles 
in 1899 from the United Kingdom, the British Colonies, Her 


figures of the preceding year, together with the amount of duty 


same year :— 
United Kingdom. | British Possessions. |} H.M.'s Ships. 
1898. | 1899. 1898, 1899. (1898. | 1899. 
£ s = £ | £ 
Ber - - - - -| 84,870 | 99,319 = —- ; &@ 
Beef (fresh, frozen & pre- 224 1,152 | 17,730 | 19,888 | o | 
served). ! 
| 

Bullocks - - - - _— — _— _ = 
Sheep - - - - - 19 17 aes oe | = 
Horses - 526 375 40 22 — 
Mules - - - - 240 — 252 — — 
Wheat- - - - 1,959 6,707 | *486,816 “Taran f es 
Indian corn - - - 20 43 = ne = 
Barley- - - - 93 4 | *14,600 1 — 
Saggina - - = — — — $87 — 
Other inferior grain - HW) 18 = = a | 
Grain refuse - - 2 1 — — — 
Manufactured grain - 75.294 150,980 — — 187 
Vil (olive) - - - 10,400 168 Ze = 69 
Oil (cotton) e. # 8,186 6,806 = ase 2 
Potatoes - - - 12.917 | 16,671 iss Sal 29 
Pulse - - ‘- - 1,117 2,148 185 = cf 
Seeds - = = — —_ _ — — 
Spirits- - - - 5,909 | 10,782 a — 21 
Vinegar - = = 125 171 _ _ = 
Wine - - - 2,129 3,466 35 _ 120 

Total - - - 203,517 297,830 519,608 408,685 485 

Increase in 1899 - . _— 94,318 =e = ioe 

Decrensse do. - - — — — 110,923 _ 


* Proceeded in the 


COLONIAL BREPORTS—ANNUAL. 


15 


subject to duty consist, the value of each kind of article imported 


Majesty’s ships, and foreign countries, as compared with the 
collected on the goods landed for local consumption during the 


Foreign Countries. Total. Amount of Duty Collected. 
1898. | 1899. 1898, 1899. 1898. 1899. 
£ £ £ £ £ 2 d : £ Boa 
556 1,885 84,968 100,749 | 14977 5 6 17,217 12 4 
3 21 17,966 21,081 2991 1 7: 8004 14 2 
96,995 113,356 96,995 113,856 | 11446 17 4 | 10,966 18 4 
1,137 1,294 1,156 1,311 218 10 0 | 198 17° 6 
3,976 3,556 4,541 3,958 360 0 0 | en OT 
1,538 1,092 2,030 1,092 1644 0 OO % 0 0 
208,094 118,163 210,053) |- 134,425 
#5,528'025 | #3,165,709 § | *6,014,841 §| *3,544,4416| 5168 6 9 | 38.933 19 0 
230 322 250 365 | 
#576,275 §| 661,501 §| *576,275 561,501 B38 "| ih AS ae 
2,900 4,718 3,002 4,723 : 
#1883756 i #972'289 *1 898/356 i *972,282 8 2 i ON. Se 
| 
13.784 12,795 13,784 18,322 1483 16 1) 1866 17 8 
} 
47 62 56 72 ! ae 
55.108 f 610,883} 656,105 f *510,863 eh: 8 ! i ee 
717 308 719 311 9 14 1 4106100 
28,571 36,070 104,052 198,566 | 22282 58 6] 41350 R 4 
120 2 149 346 23 16 9 49 15 1 
29,731 42,964 40,200 48,211 521 «6&6 564.33 
10,677 14,030 18.815 20,837 2340 4 0| 233 7 6 
13,475 14,246 26,421 29,921 2853 2 8| 38188 14 7 
: 60,876 3,544 4137 8 1 
58,181 sa 59,489 { aa as } 4,361 8 0 
33.441 37,216 33,441 37,217 2481 18 2| 7281 8 0 
17,981 20,156 23,911 30,972 | 26,816 18 1] 84,872 13 4 
623 92 748 264 161 15 J 68 16 10 
135,184 163,578 137,468 167,228 | 38357 7 9! 35,596 0 1 


EEE EO) | Cees | eS | oD | Oh TRE | eee ee, 


9,801,521 | 6,960,191 | 10,025,131 | 6,668,961 | 176,648 19 7| 197,421 5 9 


= = se - as 20,772 6 2 


Oe 


—— ee Ee | ee 


ee 8,341,330 = 8,356,170 = = 
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The above statement shows that, whilst there was a decrease of 
£3,356,170 in the total imports as compared with 1898, the loss 
was almost panne A in the imports from foreign countries, the 
importation from the United Kingdom having, meanwhile, in- 
creased by £94,313. 

Increase in the amount of duty is shown on beer, beef, Indian | 
corn, barley, manufactured grain, potatoes, spirits, and wine; 
and decrease of duty on bullocks, sheep, horses, mules, wheat, 
inferior grain, olive oil, cotton seed oil, pulse, and vinegar. 

The following statement of the importation of “ free goods ” is 
given as the result of information obtained from local merchants, 
there being no official statistics of goods not subject to duty :— 


Imported in 1899. 


Tons. 

Coals from Cardiff bes ... 312,393 

Ss » Newport ga Sih .. = 67,8338 

5 » Liverpool... te .. = 22,134 

‘5 » Newcastle... is ..» 18,905 

. » Hull ... ae boa is 1,308 
Total box se .. 422,073 

Petroleum from Italy _... aT ... 1,098 Cases. 


‘3 » Batoum in bulk... 1,625,655 Gallons. 
Charcoal from Italy ... Salms 73,606 =588,848 Bushels. 
Firewood ,, ,,  ... Pesate 29,667 = 139,064 ewts. 

Pigs from Prevesa, &c., number 7,841. 
Poultry from Turkey, Tunis, Tripoli, &c., number 35,656. 
Tunny fish from Sicily number 3,106. 


Exports. 


The exports for 1899, exclusive of the produce of the Island, 
were valued at £5,449,501, of which £40,250 value of goods 
actually landed and re-exported, and £5,409,251 value of duti- 
able goods which merely touched at this port and proceeded in 
the same vessels. 

The subjoined tabular return shows the value of the total ex- 
ports for the last five vears and their destination : — 


Y Total United British HM's| Foreign 
ear. oret | Kingdom. | Colonies. | Ships. | Countries.' 


£ £ £ £ £ 
1895... eee wee | 13,231,813 | 2,859,870 | 3,317,533 | 6,817 | 7,047,593 
1896... eee wee | 11,886,149] 2.359.890 | 2,899,046 | 3,181 | 6.624,032 
1897... one «+» | 10,088,760} 1.784,834 | 1,891,114 | 9,103 | 6,403,709 
1898... one eee | 9,379,140} 2,088,589 | 1,408,986 | 13,013 | 5.868,552 
1899... wee oo | 5,449,501} 919,202 617,563 | 9,924 | 3,902,812 
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Phe following return shows the value of the dutiable articles Matra. 
exported in 1899 as compared with the respective figures in the 1899 


preceding year:— 
Comparative Statement of the [Exports for the 
Years 1898 and 1899, 
Sa ee ee ae 


Value of | Value of | 


Articles. Exports, f Exports, | Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899, | : 
f £ £ | &£ 
Beer ... aes Dy — 9127 9,610 483 | — 
Bullocks ae sm eae 20 12 — ! 8 
Beef and Mutton... ... — 44 44 | 2 
Horses re — a 1,40 80S —_— 236 
Mules... és i a 90 | 110 : — ! R80 
Wheat ve awe vee | 6,111,439 | 3.584,093 | = — | 2,597,346 
Indian Corn... 0. | 619,137 | 58,147 a 60,990 
Barley aie as wee | 1,911,823 : 927 29 — | 984,294 
Saeyina | G8 | 112 a te 
Inferior Grain ae as | 646.614 | 330,590 — | 311,024 
Manufactured Grain | 7,604 | 2.241 1,637 | _ 
Oil (olive) 0.860 . 1,338 — : 8,522 
Oil (cotten seed)... vee | x70) 942 72 | — 
Potatoes | 1.494 ? 429 430 | — 
Pulse ... | 46,701 5,341 — | 41,360 
Seeds ... ve ves sae — 3,657 3,057 | — 
Spirits — se oe 8,821 6942] — + 1,879 
Wine ... oe Ms sie 299-4 3.557 h63 , ~— 
Vinegar wei Wes awe 3 3 — | — 


The exports of local produce consist chiefly of potatoes, onions, 
cumin seed, oranges, orange peels, cotton goods and stone. As 
exports are not declared at the Custom House, the information 
given below is obtained from the several shipping agents at this 
port. 

6251 B 


MaLTa, 
, 1899. 


18 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Return of agricultural and other articles of local produce ex- 
ported in 1899 : — 


Cwts. 
Potatoes re —_ seo we. 21,623 
(Besides 1,063 cwts. to Her Majesty’s wad 
Tomatoes bias sia ae 
Onions oh on eis ... 6,495 
Cumin seed... Bee ih ... 1,892 
Vegetables... ... as ...  €,897 

(Supplied to Her Majesty’s ships and other vessels in the 


harbours.) 
Orange peel... us a a 
Cotton goods of local manufacture 203 bales, 350 cwts. of stuffs 
and 715 cannes. 
Goats, number, 259. 
Stone, 33,710 slabs, weighing 1,164 tons, and 40 packages 
of stone work. 


SHIPPING. 


The shipping returns for 1899 show a falling-oif both in the 
number of vessels and in the total tonnage, the figures being the 
lowest recorded in the last five years; the value of the goods im- 
ported for local consumption in 1899, however, exceeded that 
of the previous years. The decrease in the shipping appears to be 
only temporary, and attributable to accidental causes referred 


{to hereunder : — 
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The decrease in the number of British steamers is attributable 
to reduction in the trade with the Black Sea in consequence of 
bad crops of wheat in Russia, the importation from that country 
having fallen off from £5,813,894 in 1898, to £3,556,297 in 1899, 
whilst the value of goods imported from the United Kingdom 
rose from £203,517 in 1898, to £297,830 in 1899. —s—> 

The screw steamer “Carola,” belonging to the Adria Company, 
which, under contract with this Government, runs daily between 
Malta and Syracuse with the mails, is of Austrian nationality. 

German steamers, entered to the number of 242 in 1899 and 
185 in 1898, at this port generally belong to the German lines 
trading between Hamburg and the Levant. 

Of the Italian steamers, two of the Florio and Rubattino 
Company’s vessels call at this port once a week. | 

The subjoined return shows the total number of ships and the 
total tonnage during the last five years, 1895 to 1899: — 


Comparative Statement of the Total Shipping Inwards and 
Outwards for the last Five Years. 


Entered. 


Year. 


Tons. 


1895 eae | 8,959 8,512,427 3,983 3,521,780 

1896 se. a 97786 3,293,200 3,767 3,291,148 

1897 os. eae eld 3,637,426 4,098 3,607,042 

1898 vee wse | 8,890 3,563,728 | 3,874 3,581,993 

1899 wee | 3,560 8,297,712 3,580 3,292,942 
LEGISLATION, 


There were two sessions of the Legislature during the year, and 
thirteen Ordinances received the Governor’s assent, of which the 
most important are the following :— 


Ordinance No. I.: ‘‘To make some provisions respecting the 
“landing and the residence of aliens in these Islands,” the princi- 
pal objects of which were to prevent aliens of bad character from 
coming to live in these Islands, and to subject to expulsion any 
alien who may be condemned in these Islands for any crime, or 
for leading an idle and vagrant life, or in case he knowingly 
lives, wholly or in part, on the earnings of prostitution, or solicits 
in the streets or other public place for the purpose of prostitution 
or for any other immoral purposes. : 


- 
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_ A provision of the Act makes the law, as regards aliens intend- 
ing to reside in Malta, retrospective in the case of aliens who 
have not resided in Malta for a period of three years or more. 


Ordinance No. III. authorizes the Head of the Government to 
establish industrial schools or Houses of Correction, the latter 
denomination being intended to correspond to that of reformatory 
schools as used in England. 


The necessity of such institutions had long been felt, but the 
Government could not provide the funds required for their estab- 
lishment. Lately, a private gentleman having made a donation 
to the Government of a site and of £1,000 towards the construc- 
tion of the said school and house, to be under the management 
of the Salesian Fathers, the Council of Government voted a sum 
of £1,800 with which, in addition to the sum donated and the 
balance of the sum which had been collected to celebrate the 
Queen’s Jubilee, the Government is constructing the first floor 
of a building which will contain both the Industrial School and 
the Reformatory, each institution to be quite separate and inde- 
pendent of the other. 

Ordinance No. VI. amends the Criminal Laws as regards the 
disclosure of secrets constituting a breach of official trust or dis- 
closure of confidential information. The provisions which were 
contained in those laws were very incomplete, as they did not 
provide for such disclosure of secrets as caused the passing of 
the Official Secrets Act, 1889, in England, and similar Acts in 
other countries. 

The ordinance embodies the main provisions of the said Im- 
perial Act, 1889, except such as should not form part of an Act 
of the local legislation, and contains a provision, not existing in 
that Act, intended to punish any person who clandestinely or 
with deceit enters any fortification, arsenal, factory, dockyard, or 
camp, such clandestine entrance being made punishable on the 
presumption that the object of the entrance is to obtain the know- 
ledge of official secrets. 

Ordinance No. IX. contains provisions concerning street beg- 
ging, and amends Chapter 15 and Chapter 1 of the Police Laws, 


the first of which refers to “ Porters and Guides,” and the second 


to “ Streets.” 

The Ordinance gives power to the Head of the Government 
to make regulations intended to put a stop to the annoyance 
caused by professional beggars and the other evils arising from 
the exercise of the trade pursued by this class of people. But the 
most important provision of the Act is that which extends the 
provision of the Police Laws as regards “ Porters” to persons 
employed in loading and unloading ships, who therefore must 
now obtain a licence from the police to exercise their trade, are 
subject to any regulations which the Head of the Government 
may make concerning their trade, and cannot claim hirher wages 
than those which may be established in any tariff made by the 
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Government. A tariff of wages was theretore established, based 
on ithe wages which have been paid during the last ten years, 
and made binding on all parties concerned. On comparison, the 
estublished wages were found to be generally lower than those 
which are being paid at Port Said and in Algiers. 


Ordinance No. AL. consolidates and amends the laws concern- 
mig patents aud makes provisions for the protection of designs 
and trade marks. An attempt had been made in 1898 to legis- 
late as regards patents, and Ordinance No. V. of that year was 
passed with this object; but the legislation on the subjeci, as 
compared with that of England and of other countries, was in- 
complete, and designs and trade marks were protected in a very 
inadequate manner, so much so that it was found, in practice, im- 
possible to obtain a conviction against persons making a fraudu- 
lent use of trade marks. 


The Ordinance now embodies as many of the provisions of the 
“Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Act, 1883,” and of the 
‘‘Merchandize Marks Act, 1887,” (as amended by subsequent 
statutes) as are necessary for the protection of industrial property 
in Malta, and puts into effect the suggestion contained in the 
Circular Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies of 
the 9th November, 1898, in regard to the treatment of goods 
passing throuvh Malta in transit for re-exportation. 


The Schedule of tees annexed to the Ordinance is now framed 
on the Schedule of fees payable in England on patents, designs, 
and trade marks; the fees payable in Malta have, however, been 
fixed at a rate generally much below that adopted in England. 


Ordinance No. XII. was passed as a precautionary measure, 
in view of the spread of plague, to provide for the notification 
of suspected cases of plague or of diseases resembling plague to 
the Sanitary Authorities, and for the prevention and mitigation 
of such diseases. By this measure (a2) the Chief Government 
Medical Officer has the power to enter at any time any place where 
he thinks that a case, even of suspected plague, has occurred, 
although it may not have been reported, and it empowers the 
Chief Government Medical Officer to give any instructions that 
may be required for the segregation and removal of the sick per- 
son to any hospital or other place, for any necessary disinfection 
of persons, places or things, and for any other precautions against 
the spread of the disease ; ()) as soon as it has been ascertained, 
from the above inspection of the Chief Government Medical 
officer that plague or a disease resembling plague exists in 
these Islands, the Head of the Government may order that all, 
or any of the provisions of the Ordinance shall come into force, 
after hearing the opinion of the Board of Health; (c) the Head 
of the Government is not bound to revoke the above Order before it 
shall have been ascertained that plague has ceased to exist or 
before hearing the opinion of the Board of Health. 
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Qrdinance No. XIII. amends Article 307 of the Crimina] Laws 
in regard to males considered to be leading an idle and vagrant 
life or to be living on the earnings of prostitution, and also 
Article J4 of the ‘* Aliens Laws,” “thereby extending, to male 
aliens who have resided in these Islands for three or more years, 
the provisions of the law dealing with the expulsion of aliens 
who have been condemned for any crime or for leading an idle 
and vagrant life, or for living on the earnings of a prostitute. 


EDUCATION. 


Education in Malta is not compulsory, and elementary instruc- 
tion is principally imparted 1 in Government schools, which are 
free. 


There are 38 schools for boys, 39 for girls, five infant schools, 
and 31 night schools, with 15,669 pupils on the roll, of whom 8,581 
are males and 7,058 females; besides two secondary schools with 
130 pupils, a technical and manual school with 15 boys, a Lyceum 
with 393 scholars, and a University, founded in 1769, with 81 
students. At these latter two institutions the fees are extremely 
low, being 4s. and 10s. per quarter respectively for each student ; 
onlv half the above fee is payable for each additional member of 
the same family, no fee being paid for the quarter comprising 
July, August, and September. 


In addition to the above public schools there are 116 private 
schools and colleges, attended bv 3,700 scholars. 


University. 

The Malta Umversity has lately been recognised as a teaching 
body whose graduates are admissible to the final examination 
held by the Conjoint Board of the Colleges of Physicians and of 
Surgeons in England. 

A similar privilege has been granted by the Society of Apothe- 
caries, London. 

The University was attended during the year 1898-1899 by 
97 students, distributed as follows :— 


Faculty of Literature and Science 20 
‘ ,, Medicine... = rf 

me » Law " 8 

ss 5, Theology ] 
Course of Pharmacy 5 
Course of Notarial Studies 1 
Special Course of Veterinary Science 16 
>» yy Mathematics a ) 

Irregular Students in Faculty of Theology... )4 


Irregular Students in Sealy of Literature and 
Science be re : 4 


‘Total is eae cud .. OF 
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With the exception of the introduction of the special course 
of veterinary science and mathematics, there has been no change 
effected in the University curriculum. 


In the matriculation examination held in 1899, 21 candidates 
qualified to enter the University. The introduction of a viva voce 
test in this examination is certain to be productive of much good, 
as it enables the examiners to propose a larger range of questions 
and to cover a wider field. It also ensures more attentive read- 
ing, more thorough preparation, and the exercise of other facul- 
ties, besides the memory, on the part of the candidates. 


Lyceum. 


The Lyceum was attended by 393 students, against 458 in the 
preceding year; 316 of these received instruction in the ordinary 
or obligatory subjects, and 77 in the extra or voluntary subjects. 


The 316 regular students were distributed thus: 146 belonged 
to the higher course (91 classical, 55 modern), and 170 were in 
the lower course; besides, 75 of those attended some of the 
voluntary classes. Of the 77 students who attended the volun- 
tary classes only, 28 were artisans in the night drawing school. 


The results of the annual examinations were on the whole 
satisfactory, the percentage of passes ranged from 99 in English 
to 57 in history. 

The simplification of programmes in 1898 has brought the 
standard of work to a level more suitable to local requirements 
than it was hitherto. 

The Oxford local examinations were held in Malta for the first 
time in 1899, but as it was not possible to devote any time to the 
special preparation which was necessary only three candidates 
from the Lyceum presented themselves. 

It is now under consideration whether the Lyceum programme 
should be framed to meet more closely the requirements of the 
Oxford Local Examination Board. 

A class of marine engineering was started at the end of 1898. 
It has been so far successful. It was attended by 14 apprentices, 
of whom 12 presented themselves for examination ; eight secured 
pass marks. 


Secondary Schools. 


The secondary school for boys in Gozo, attended by 12 students 
in the higher class, and by 21 in the lower, has improved 
since last year. The programmes have, as far as practicable, 
been drawn up on the same lines as those of the Lyceum higher 
course, but of a standard corresponding to that of the second 
class. | 

The young ladies’ secondary school, in Valletta, was attended 
by 96 students, against 108 in the preceding year. 
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The appointment of a trained and experienced English teacher 
as head mistress in the young ladies’ secondary school is a step 
that is expected to raise the standard and improve the attendance 
of the school. 


Technical and Manual School. 


This school is now held in the “Palazzo Industriale.” Its 
administration has recently been provisionally transferred, under 
Government control, to the Society of Arts, Manufacture, and 
Commerce. It was attended by 15 apprentices 11 of whom 
were instructed in modelling in clay and wood-carving, and four 
in cabinet-making. 


The total expenditure borne by Government in the maintenance 
of these establishments in the year 1898-1899 was £7,379 2s. 4d., 
distributed as follows: — 


£ os.d. 
University sce oat 33/8 2 4 
Matriculation Examinations Soh 23 78 6 0 
Lyceum ov oe sed 3,176 2 7 
Secondary School—Malta oi . 278 9 7 
- » —Gozo... sey .. 269 0 6 
Technical and Manual School ... she 199 1 4 
7,379 2 4 
‘The total income was:— 
Paid as fees to the Univer- 
sity _— Ae . 224 54 
Paid asfeesto Lyceum... 254 16 0 
Paid as fees to the Ladie 
Secondary School .. 200 11 8 
From Commissions executed 
in Technical School . 49 165 
729 9 5 
Total nett Expenditure... ... 6,649 12 11 


Elementary Schools. 


A new scheme of instruction in all the elementary schools, pre- 
ared by a special commission appointed in 1898, and approved 
y the General Council of the University, was only sanctioned 

bv the Government in April, 1899, that is, towards the end of the 
average scholastic year. It is difficult therefore to report how 
far the progress made in these schools during the year was due to 
the radical changes introduced in the curriculum under the new 
xystem. It appears, however, that these changes have already 
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been productive of beneficial results, and that the efficiency of 
the teaching has materially improved. . 


The annual examinations carried out by the Inspector and the 
Inspecting Staff, clearly showed, by the generally satisfactory 
results obtained, that the teachers had, as a rule, done their best 
to perform the new task imposed upon them, which was harder 
than in the previous years. 


The number of passes was, under the circumstances, lower, 
the average having been 85°9, as against 86°0 % in the preceding 
year, as the examinations were carried out in as searching a 
manner as was reasonably possible with a view to guard against 
cramming, from which the instruction in the elementary schools 
is known to have suffered so much under the former system. 


The schools during the year were attended, on an average, by 
13,028 children in the day classes, and by 2,082 pupils in the 
night classes, a total of 15,110. The corresponding percentage 
of attendance was 79°7 % of the number of pupils as registered 
on the roll of the day schools, and 48°2 °% in the case of the night 
schools. 


The number of children admitted during the year was 5,031, 
and 4,440 were withdrawn from the schools during the same 
period, leaving as many as 6,091 still seeking admission, against 
7,021 for whom no accommodation could be provided in the pre- 


ceding year. 


The necessity of more convenient accommodation has become 
more accentuated since physical drill has, by the new programme, 
been made compulsory in all the schools. As a matter of fact, 
physical drill has been readily taken up by the children and, 
combined with a short break in the morning hours for recreation, 
has been attended with: very satisfactory results. Where a 
proper course was possible, it has greatly contributed to 
general smartness in the other school work, and has caused a 
marked improvement in the general attendance. In many cases, 
however, the premises of the schools are not such as to provide 
the necessary accommodation, the playgrounds being either de- 
ficient or altogether wanting. — 


The expenditure incurred by Government for the maintenance 
of these schools was £14,636 4s. 9d., of which £11,971 11s. 3d. 
for personal emoluments and £2,664 13s. 6d. for other charges, 
such as rent, cost of school articles, and other incidental expenses, 
exclusive of the cost of minor works and the expenses made in 
connection with the building of new school premises, and in the 
up-keep of the existing ones. | | 7 


The average cost per pupil, calculated on the above expendi- 
ture, was 18s. 8d., or 19s. 4d. per pupil attending in 1899, against 
25s. 4d. in the previous year. 
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GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals and Asylums. 


The returns of the five hospitals existing in Malta and Gozo 
show that 442 persons were inmates at the close of the year 1898, 
of whom 315 were males and 127 females; during 1899, 3,283 
persons were admitted, of whom 1,956 were males and 1,327 
females; 2,866 patients were discharged, of whom 1,907 were 
completely cured and 164 were relieved; the number of deaths 
in all the institutions was 425. 


The total number of persons maintained and cared for in the 
asylums in Malta, and in the Ospizio at Gozo during the vear was 
2,435, of which 888 in the Lunatic Asylum, 1,238 in the Poor- 
house, including the Magdalen Asvlum and Foundling Hospital, 
115 in the Orphan Asylum, and 194 in the Ospizio of Gozo; the 
average dailv number being 1,949. 


- Besides the above institutions there are in Malta and Gozo 31 
Government dispensaries where medical assistance is afforded to 
the poor in the several towns and villages by 25 district medical 
officers, and a svstem of out-door relief, conducted by the Com- 
missioners of Charitv, by which alms are distributed to poor 
persons who cannot suitably be admitted into the charitable 
institutions. 


99,370 cases of disease were attended to during the vear by 
the above medical officers at the dispensaries or at the patients’ 
dwellings; 4,135 vaccinations were performed by the same 
officers in the towns and villages, of which only 236 were un- 
successful; 1,754 persons received pecuniary assistance in 
monthly allowances, or as “immediate relief,” in special cases 
of distress; 130 foundlings and other children were kept at 
nurse: and 728 burials of paupers (who either died in the fort- 
fied towns, where intra-mural interments are prohibited, or died 
from infertions diseases in any part of the Island) were at the 
expense of the Government. 


The total expenditure incurred by the Government for the 
maintenance of all the above charities and for carrving out the 
other services above enumerated, amounted to £46,093 3s. 10d., 
or more than one-eighth of the total expenditure of the Govern- 
ment for the same year. 


The above sum does not include the cost of the works of a re- 
current nature and of the new works effected in the charitable 
institutions during the year, amounting to £7.044 1s. 11d. in 
Malta, and £86 4s. 11d. in Gozo. 


There are several private charities and institutes or industrial 
echools in Malta, but only two of these received a subsidy from 


30 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


the Government in 1899, viz., St. Joseph’s Institute and the In- 
stitute of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. 


In the former 42 destitute boys attend school, and are trained 
by competent artificers in industrial occupations, such as print- 
ing, bookbinding, carpentering, tailoring, and shoemaking. 
There is, besides, a class of instrumental music, an accomplish- 
ment which, in addition to a trade, is found to be a great help to 
the boys in earning their living when they are discharged from 
the Institution. 


The Sisters of the Good Shepherd keep a class of penitents, and 
an orphanage for girls, whose number was 52 at the close of the 
year. The “ penitents” and the orphans are employed in indus- 
trial work suited to their sex, such as cutting and sewing, em- 
broidering, knitting and weaving; some of the “ penitents” are 
likewise occupied in cultivating the grounds annexed to the 
building. 

‘Both these institutions depend, to a great extent, on the earn- 
ings of their inmates in industrial and agricultural occupations, 
but they receive a great deal of support and assistance from 
voluntary contributions. 


Savincs BANKS. 


The following tabular statement will show the business trans- 
acted by the Malta Savings Bank and its Gozo branch during the 
last two years : — 


| 


-- car = 
ese | SP. | yge | ESe8 
aa |  Sa9 ees. | Secg 

o's ‘suo Es op Beet -§ 

Year. 528 oT PS PEES 899 

asa as © ga bb aoa BA 

eof 225 qos 65oe 

Bo eo E a 

Zi a < | a oF 
Fs i rr eo | 
| | 

| £ fo £ | £ 
1898 | 6,657 99,113 | 102,606 | 519,038 
| 

| 
| 

1899 a 6,750 105,195 109,797 522,148 


The expense of management and interest credited to deposi- 
tors in 1899 was £8,660 17s. 6d., against £8,578 17s. 3d. in 1898, 
while the revenue collected in 1899 was £14,035 10s. 3d., leaving 
a net profit of £5,374 12s. 9d. on the year’s transaction, as against 
£4,465 16s. 10d. in 1898. | | 


Digitized by Google 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Poltee. 


Lhe number of persons reported to the police in 1899 was 5,650, 
of whom 857 were for the commission of offences against the 
person, 38 for offences against the good order of families, 268 
for offences against property, and 4,487 for other offences. 


Prisons. 


The total number of persons committed in 1899 was 5,960, 
against 0,236 in 1898; of these 4,721 were men, 388 women, and 
851 juveniles, 12 being girls; 2,407 of the prisoners had one 
previous conviction, 1,402 had been convicted twice, and 1,006 
were habitual offenders, having been convicted thrice or more; 
the daily average number in the prisons was 300, and the daily 
avers on the sick list 7; there was only one death—from heart 
disease. 


The number of punishments inflicted on persons undergoing 
sentence was 164, viz. :— 


Solitary confinement on bread and water ... .. 69 
Dark cell on bread and water a ss ats 4 
Reduction from class Se wat ei rss) 
Admonished ioe sas ae bo ... 62 

164 


The cost of the prisons, including the Gozo common gaol, 
amounting to £4,925 1s. Od., of which the sum of £527, ex- 
pended for the maintenance of consular, military and naval 
prisoners, was recouped, leaving a net expenditure of 


£4,107 14s. 7d. in 1898. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The criminal statistics show a decrease in crime of a serious 
nature, of which the Island is singularly free, though this year’s 
return 1s, unfortunately, disfigured by no less than three cases 
of murder and one of manslaughter. 


The number of persons apprehended by the police, or sum- — 


moned before the magistrates for the commission of offences of 
the same class as those reported under “ Police,” was 9,506, of 
whom 656 were acquitted or discharged for want of prosecution, 
8,816 were summarily convicted, and 219 committed for trial in 
the Superior courts. 


Of the 184 indictments in Her Majesty’s Criminal Court 149 
resulted in judgment for the Crown and 35 in acquittals. The 
ocnvictions were, three for murder other than wife and child 


52 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAY,. 


murder, one for manslaughter, 57 for other offences against the 
person, three for robbery with violence, 37 other offences against 
property, 28 offences against the good order of families, four for 
false evidence, and 16 for miscellaneous offences. 


~ViraL STaTISTICs. 
Population, 


The civil population of these Islands for 1899 is estimated at 
181,648, an increase of 16,611 over the population returned in the 
census for 1891, and of 1,320 over the population of 1898. 


The birth rate for the year is 37. The death rate 25'91—a 
slight increase over last year in the mortality amongst adults. 


Public Health. 


The general state of the public health has been good. The per- 
centage of deaths under five years to total deaths is the lowest 
for the last five years. There were 239 deaths from zymotic 
diseases, or 4°9 per cent. to total deaths. The rate was 4'4 for 
last vear, but the slight increase is entirely due to the inclusion 
of pneumonia and broncho pneumonia among scheduled diseases. 


The death rate in the urban zone (the fortified towns), which 
is drained, was, for the year, 22°53. The death rate for the 
suburban undrained zone was 30°44. The death rate for the 
rural area was 26°61. 


Sanitation. 


The existence of plague on the shores of the Mediterranean 
increased the vigilance in sanitary matters. A vote for pre- 
cautionary measures and a law for preventing the propagation 
of plague were passed by the Council of Government, and re- 
gulations were drafted, and hospitals and observation and dis- 
infecting stations were organized, and all necessary remedies and 
appliances were procured, and other precautions were taken, in- 
cluding measures calculated to bring about the destruction of 
rats. 


Climate. 


The total rainfall for the vear was 17°824 inches. 

The following metecrological return for 1899 shows the pre- 
vailing temperature for each month of the vear, the rainfall, and 
general direction of wind : ~—- 
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PostTa.L SERVICE. 
The revenue and cost of the Post Office in 1899 as compared — 
with those of 1898 were as follows :— 
a a ee 
1848. | 1899. | Decrease. 
| 


| 
| £ oa. d £ 
Total Postal Revenue... | 


d._ £ s. d. 8. d. 

15,781 12 0, 14,397 7 7 1184 4 5 
Total Cost of Postal 3 

Service. 


OT 


16,931 2 2 | 13,743 18 4 3,187 


The decreased revenue of 1899 was caused, principally, by the 
introduction of Intercolonial Penny Postage, payments on ac- 


‘ count of International Transit Rates having also, in the case of 


certain countries, been still due at the close of the year. There 
was, however, no deficit in 1899, as, when comparing the total 
revenue with the total expenditure, it is found that a net profit 

of £853 9s. 3d. was realized in 1899. | 


The decreased expenditure in 1899 was caused by the fact 
that a large amount of arrears for International Transit Rates 
having been settled with foreign postal offices in 1898, the claims 
paid for 1899 were consequently below the amount disbursed in 
the previous year for these services. 


The subjoined statement of the total number of letters, &c., 
dealt with in the same years shows a small decrease in the 
number of letters received and despatched, which in some degree 
is compensated by an important increase in the number of post 
cards. There is also a decrease in the number of parcels as 
well as in the printed articles, which is ascribed to the move- 
ments of troops during the latter portion of the year :— 


Received and Despatched. Increase (+) or 


Articles. S| Decrease. (—) 
| 1898. 1899. 


per cent.in 1899. 


Letters 4,198,786 4,138,030 ~1-4 
Post Cards... 153,350 163,505 + 66 
Printed Matter 2,402,322 2,363,972 —16 
Parcels Post er — 3°6 
6,805,645 | 6,714,816 — 


~ Total 
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(FENERAL ORSERVATIONS. 


The chief works upon which expenditure was incurred in 
1899 were the completion of the leper asylum for men, the com- 
pletion of the new abattoir, the completion of the quarantine 
establishment on Comino Island, and the extension of the rail- 
way. Over £28,054 were also expended in the remodelling and 
constructing roads and streets, and in the upkeep of the same. 


Raileay. 


As already stated under ‘ Revenue,” ithe gross earnings of the 
railway in 1899 amounted to £7,318 4s. 10d., an increase of 
£210 1s. 63d. over the receipts in 1898. This undertaking is 
steadily progressing, and is expected to become more remunera- 
tive now that the extension of the line to Imtarfa barracks, 
which has been effected by driving a tunnel under Notabile at 
a cost of nearly £20,000, is completed and opened to the public. 

The working expenses were £5,366 12s. 9d., an increase of 
£219 Os. 2d. as compared with the expenses incurred in 1898. 
The increase is principally due to the increased price of coal 
which constitutes the chief item of expenditure. 

The profits, amounting to £1,951 12s. 1d., were disposed of as 
follows : — 


Interest on capital expended for the £ 38. d. 


new extension of the line ace .. 975 165 
Reserve fund te side eae .. 299 12 9 
Purchase of a new boiler for engine No. 1... 469 10 6 
Works in connection with Buirchircara 

Station ee ae an one 41 75 
Passed to the railway credit for net 

profit ae see sche cok oh 166 00 

1,951 12 1 


The following statement shows the progress of the railway as 
compared with the year of starting : — 


— | 1893. 1898. | 1899. 
£ £ { 
1. Capital spent in equip- 14,653 32,110 36,044 
ment. 

2. Gross revenue ... ee 4,859 7,108 7,318 
8. Working expenses... 3,862 5,147 5.366 
4. Profit on working... |- 996 1,960 1,951 
5. Train mileage ... 3 58,004 82,792 82.220 
6 


. Number of passengers... 626,912 1,068,013 1,110,006 
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Many substantial repairs and renewals have been effected in 
the rolling stock in the workshops of the railway, and improve- 
ments have also been made in the several stations out of revenue, 
hut other improvements of importance are still necessary. 


Financial Position of the Island. 


With regard to the pecuniary position of the Island there is, 
as to finances, a lamentable absence of statistical information, 
except as regards the returns published by the Government 
Treasury; the information given below can therefore only be 
considered as representing an approximate opinion based on the 
individual view of persons in a position to-form an estimate. 


This information may be classified as follows : — 


(a) Value of the landed property ; (6) investment of money in 
securities (other than Government securities); (c) money in de- 
posit; (d) money in circulation ; and (e) value of gold or silver 
bullion and ornaments of precious stones. 


With regard to (a) the total value of landed property in both the 
Islands of Malta and Gozo is estimated at £4,500,500, yielding 
an annual income from the letting thereof of about £1°35,150. 


(6) The amount of money invested by local capitalists in 
British and foreign securities may be safely estimated at 
£2,000,000, giving an average return of 31%, say £70,000 of 
income. 


(c) Money in deposit: The Government Savings Bank is the 
principal bank wherein money is deposited by petty traders, and 
generally by persons of thrift in both Islands who are not regu- 
larly in trade. On the 3lst December last the number of de- 

sitors was 6,750, and the amount standing to their credit was 
£522,148. Of this sum £105,111 are placed in the bank for 
_ safe custody, and without earning any interest for the depositors. 
The Government hold, besides, on deposit,a sum of £21,937 be- 
longing to 45 persons who preferred not to withdraw certain 
deposits, but to leave the same in the hands of the Government 
at 2% imterest on the occasion of the conversion of 
the Sicilian dollars when demonetized by the Italian Govern- 
ment in 1885. There are also local banking companies and 
private banks, wherein moneys, as fixed deposits, are accepted at: 
a rate of interest varying according to the period during which. 
they are so deposited. Of the extent of these deposits no positive: 
information is available, but they may be approximately esti-. 
mated at sav £100,000. _ 
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The amounts of money placed in deposit in banks (other than 
private banks) may therefore be recapitulated as follows: — 


£ 
In Government Savings Bank -~ ... 022,148 
In Dollar Conversion Fund ... sae ... 21,987 


In the Anglo-Maltese Bank (authorized capital 
£50,000, and subscribed capital about 
£9,000), Banco di Malta (authorized capital 
£50,000, and subscribed capital about 
£10,000), and Anglo-Egyptian Bank (a 
Branch of the great institution having its 
head office in London, subscribed capital 
£1,200,000, and paid-up capital £400,000)... 100,000 


644,085 


No estimate is available as to the deposits in private banks, or 
of the capital of the partners; the principal private banks are 
Messrs. G. Scicluna and Sons, Messrs. James Bell & Co., and 
Messrs. Ellul Brothers. 


(2) Money in circulation: It is not possible to obtain exact 
data of the amount of specie in circulation in Malta, where the 
same is subject to fluctuation on account of the sums imported 
and exported for the requirements of Her Majesty’s fleet and 
other Imperial services. It may, however, be estimated that 
there is in Malta about £520,000 circulating in specie, besides 
£20,000 in notes of the Anglo-Maltese Bank and of the “ Banco 
di Malta.” 


From the above the estimated capital in money and securities 
at present belonging to these Islands appears to be: — 


| £ 
Money invested Seth sat ... 2,000,000 
» on deposit or oe ee 644,085 
»  incirculation ... en ‘ie 540,000 
Total Sis ee sie ... 8,184,085 


_ (e) The value of the jewellery existing in these Islands is 
very considerable, and is probably increasing rapidly; it may 
be estimated at about £1,000,000. 


Matta, 
1899, 


MaALta, 
1899. 
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The Banking Laws are inadequate; the issue of notes should 
be regulated by law, and all banks, public or private, should be 
required to declare the capital belonging to themselves or their 
partners on which the gain of a certain percentage is declared. 

T have, &c., 


G. STRIcKLAND, 


Chief Secretary to Government. 


SJ 
e.e 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFIOK 
By DARLING & SON, Lip., 34-40, BACON Siikxt, B, 


1900. 


COLONIAL REPORTS—-ANNUAL. © : 


No. 279. 


MAURITIUS AND RODRIGUES. 


REPORTS FOR 1898. 
(For Reports for 1897, see No. 250.) 


—_—_—_ 
ee 
Se oe ee ————— ee 


Presented to both Mouses of Parliament by Command of Ber Majesty. 
November, 1899. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTrY'S STATIONERY OFFIOR 
By DARLING & SON, Lrp.. 1-3, GreaT ST. THoMAS APOSTLE, B.C. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
BYRE & SPOTTISWOODE. East HakDING STREET, FLEET STREET, E.0, end 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90. West NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Oo., LIMITED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIZ. 


\ 


‘Cd. 3-2.] Price 4d. 


aa 


4¢ 


COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have -been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


" ANNUAL. 


Nu. 
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‘+ Grenada .zv 


Colony. 


Seychelles 
Labuan... 
Ceylon ... 


. Basutoland oe on hae 


* Newfotndlaria .. 

Cocos-Keeling and Onrivtmas istands 
British New Guinea 

Bermuda 


Niger.— West African Frontier 5 Foss 
Jamaica . ice er 


Barbados... 

Falkland Islands. 
Gambia ... aes 

St. Helena 

Leeward Islands 

St. Lucia... 

Fiji 

Turks and ‘Caicos Islands 
Malta 


Gold Coast 

Trinidad.. 

Sierra Leone 

Ceylon ...  . abe 
British Solomon: islands ‘a 
Gibraltar 

Bahamas ae 

British Honduras 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony. 


1897-98 
1898 


Subject. 


Gold Coast... ....—_«.. | Economic Agriculture. 


Zululand ... _ .-- | Forests. 


Sierra Leone ibe ... | Geology and Botany. 
Canada__.... ae ... | Emigration. 

Bahamas ... bie ..- | Sisal Industry. 

Hong Kong --»  « | Bubonic Plague. 
Newfoundland _... ... | Mineral Resources. 
Western Pacific... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
Dominica ... cae .. | Agriculture. 

Virgin Islands: ses ... | Condition during 1897. 


__ 


soe + )~=6 ose2| Agriculture in Carriacou. 
Anguilla ... ee ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
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No. 279. 


MAURITIUS AND RODRIGUES. 


(For Reporte for 1897, see No. 250.) 


GoveERNorR Srr Cras. Bruce to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, 


Government House, 
Mauritius, 
29th August 1899. 


Sir, 


I wave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of 
Mauritius for the year 1898, together with copies of the usual 
summary. 


2. I also enclose the report by Sir Graham Bower, K.C.M.G., 
Colonial Secretary, on the Blue Book. 


3. The year 1898 was, for the Colony of Mauritius, a period 
of exceptional stress and strain. The value of the sugar crop of 
1897-98, as compared with the crop of 1896-97, showed a 
shortage of some Rs. 500,000, while the cost of provisionment of 
the Colony with rice and imported food stuffs showed a very 
large excess owing to the unprecedentedly high prices prevailing 
in the Indian markets, the result chiefly of placue and famine. 
The Colony thus suffered from a serious contraction of the 
purchasing power of the community, while the cost of provision- 
ment to which their purchasing power must of necessity be 
largely devoted was increased beyond all previous record. These 
difficulties were made still more grave by the stringency of the 
Indian money market. The Indian banks were in consequence 
compelled to restrict their operations and the facilities given for 
the transaction of business between Mauritius and India, and our 
local traders found the resources of their correspondents in India 
limited to an extent which forced them to meet their obligations 
in India by the export of specie. It became necessary, therefore, 
to take exceptional measures to avert the public calamity which 
threatened the community, and the crisis was averted. by 
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Government coming forward to assist the financial institutions of 
the Colony to secure the regular course of commercial transactions, 
and the regular payment of wages and pecuniary obligations in 
the Colony. The measures siopted included the issue by the 
Government of drafts on Bombay, the temporary suspension of 
the law requiring the redemption of currency notes in specie, a 
loan to the Commercial Bank, and a loan to planters. These 


- measures were entirely succeséful, and the crisis was fortunately 


followed by a bumper sugar crop, the export of sugar for the 
season 1898-99 exceeding the highest previous record by over 
30,000 tons. Onlly an insignificant part of the crop derived any 
advantage from the rise of prices resulting from the countervailing 
duties Act passed by the C cverninent of India, and the average 
prices realized were probably the--lewest on record. But the 
crop of the season now commencing is of exceptional promise, 
and will realize the full benefit of the Act, for the passing of 
which this Colony has reason to be profoundly grateful. 


4. The financial crisis of the year, or rather the causes that 
brought it about, affected every branch of the public revenue, 
and it became necessary not only to reduce the expenditure of 
the year to the lowest possible amount consistent with the 
efficient administration of the public service, but to impose 
additional sources of taxation. The expenditure of the year was 
reduced below the expenditure of 1897 by very nearly Rs. 500,000, 
while the additional taxation imposed was estimated to increase 
the revenue of an average year by about the same amount. 
‘Notwithstanding these measures the revenue of the year 1898, 
amounting to Rs, 7,620,318, or Rs. 376,386 less than that of the 
arora year, fell short of the expenditure, amounting to 

s. 8,131,465, by Rs.511,147. This deficit was met out of 
Treasury balances; ee oe ae 


5. The necessity for the measures adopted to bring about an 
equilibrium of revenue and expenditure may be easily shewn. 
The average revenue of the Colony for the five years preceding 
1898 was Rs. 8,351,569, and the average expenditure 
Rs. 8,423,881, showing a considerable excess of expenditure over 
revenue. The defect of equilibrium was concurrent with the 
falling fortunes of the Colony as indicated by a statement in the 
Blue Book Report, showing that while the value of imports in 
1894 was Rs. 32,852,313, it fell in 1898 tv Rs. 26,326,007. 
During the same period the value of the exported produce of the 
Colony, amounting in 1894 to Rs. 29,497,248, fell in 1897 to 
Rs, 23,423,412. These figures throw light on the causes of the 
financial depression of 1898. The superior fortunes of the sugar 
industry during the last part of that year, however, raised the 
value of the exported produce of the Colony to Rs.26,013,061, 
but the realization of the sugar crop was too late to affect, to any 
considerable extent, the revenues of the year. It has, however, 
had a marked influence on the revenue of the current financial 
year : | 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 5. 


6. The direction of commerce during the: 'year 1898 is asad 
sufficiently indicated by the following figures :- —- 


British Possessions. 


—— Imports. Exports. 
Rs. Rs. 

United Kingdom ae ees see §,443,343 1,097,872 
Continental India ‘isc ate “ies 11,879,590 10,185,267 
Cape Colony ... ‘ane ea ore 197,928 4,726,613 - 
Ceylon ... an sag — awe 23,125 3,619,783 
Australasia ‘ae er nee es 942,414 1,516,787 
Other British Possessions ... 326,307 538,232 


18,812,707 


21,684,554 


Foreign Countries. 


— Imports. Exports. 
Rs. Rs. 
France ... wea eas ue sais 1,962,176 647,503 
United States... sense aes | 896,365 3,574,210 
Other Foreign Countries ... «| 1,658,404 1,413,162 
| cS cD 
Total .. .. | 4,516,945 5,634,875 


The above figures are exclusive of specie, the movement of 
which was as follows :— 


—_— | Imports. Exports. 
| Ra. Rs. 
Silver ... sas dis ae oe = 4,756,780 1,598,640 
Gold (inclusive of exchange)... vas | 2,630 1,200 
| 


3858*—5 A 3 


MavunitT1v8, 
1898 


; ce 


6 COLONIAL REPORTS8S—ANNUAL. 


The proportion of trade between Mauritius and other parts of 
the British Empire was, as regards imports, 84 per cent., and as. 
regards exports, 81 per cent. of the whole volume. . 

(. As sugar constitutes about 95 per cent. of the entire 
exports of the Colony, and as the Blue Book figures embracing. 
the calendar year a not very accurately ‘ndicate the com- 
pela a crop of successive seasons, the following table will be 

ound interesting. It shows the export of sugar, in tons, of the 
last three seasons, and the principal markets to which it was 
sent :— 3 

Export of Sugar in Tons. 


Crop. India. Asien ees Australia. England France. 


1896-97 | 77,285 | 30,288 | 12,369 | 23,486 1,884 | None. 
1897-98 | 62,187 | 31,465] 12,291 | 10,836 1,918 | About 500 
1898-99 | 93,390 | 27,800 | 44,574 6,493 6,772 2,100 


8. It is worthy of special remark that. the exports of the last 
season to the United States more than trebled the exports of the 
previous season. This was undoubtedly the consequence of the 
United States countervailing duties on bounty-fed sugar aided by 
the low prices of Mauritius sugars, the result of large imports of 
bounty-fed sugar into India. It is probable that the effect of 
recent legislation in India will be to transfer to the Indian 
market a large share of the export diverted last year to the 
United States. 


9. The effect of the protective policy of the Government of 
Madagascar on the Colonial rum trade has been to reduce the 
export of rum to Madagascar from 2,459,461 litres in 1895 to 
6,474 litres in 1898. | 


10. I have on several recent occasions drawn attention to the 
rapid acquisition of land in the Colony by the Indian population, 
and the parcelling out of great estates into small holdings. Not- 
withstanding the financial depression of the year, real property 
to the extent of 14,792 acres, of the value of Rs. 2,087,837, was 
acquired by 1,427 East Indians, of whom 485 were immigrants 
originally introduced at the expense of the Colony. During the 
four years 1895 to 1898 East Indians acquired property to the 
value of Rs. 7,048,776. Although I am unable to obtain any 
delinite statistics on the subject, I am assured by well informed 
persons that about one-third of the sugar crop 1s now grown by 
small proprietors. | 

I have, &c., 
Cuas. BRUCE, 
Governor. 
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RFPORT ON THE MAURITIUS BLUE BOOK. FOR Mavasecon, 
: THE YEAR 1898. a ee 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The following are the heads of revenue for the years 1897-98:-= 


REVENUE. 


Heads of Revenue. 1897. 


1898. | Taree Decrease. 


Rea. Ra. Ra. 
Castoms ses eee | 2,769,889.25 | 2,723,834.24 46,055.01 
Port, harbour, wharf, | 189,850.49 | 180,378.33 9,472.16 
and lighthouse dues. 


Licenses, excise, and in- | 2,399,304.37 | 2,159,345.06 239,959.31 
ternal revenue not 
otherwise classified. 


Fees of court or office | 213,484.97 | 235,325.50 | 21,840.53 — 


payments for specific 
services, and reim- 
bursement in aid. 


Post Office and tele-| 102,028.89 | 125,951.64 | 23,922.75 | — 


graphs. 

Government railways... | 1,712,322.86 | 1,568,389.48 143,933.38 

Rent of Government | 71,760.65 | 69,243.20 2,517.45 ; 
property. 

Interest... ...  « | 489,731.01 | 481,870.34 7,860.67 


Miscellaneous receipts... 47,518.53 69,687.91 | 22,169.38 — 
Land sales és ove 814.62 6,293.26 | 5,478.64 — 


Total —_... | 7,996,705.64 | 7,620,318.96 | 73,411.30 | 449,797.98 


Deduct increase eoe eee oe coe eee 73,411.30 


The receipts of 1898 show a decrease of Rs. 376,386.68 


— 
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The above tar are clearly indicative of a period of financial 
h 


e decreases undcr customs and railways are 


indicative of a bad crop, due to drought, and show a decrease of 
exports and imports, as well as a decrease in the amount of sugar 
carried by the railways. 


The following is a comparative statement of the heads of 
expenditure for the years 1897. 98 :— 


Heads of Service. 


Public debt _... ieé 
Pensions ve 


Governor and Legisla- 
ture. 


Colonial Secretary 
Receiver-General 
Auditor-General 
Customs 

Port and marine 
Observatory... 
Museum... 
Registrar-General 


Receiver of registra- 
tion dues. 


Post Office 

Botanical gardens 
Woods and forests... 
Judicial Departments... 
Ecclesiastical 

Education 


Medical and Health 
Department. 


Re. 
584,888.53 
364,655.68 

69,570.36 


56,468.95 
146,565.53 
56,075.44 
225,526.47 
200,510.71 
17,242.52 
4,650.09 
21,731.66 
58,671.31 


190,327.29 

17,621.24 
105,183.35 
530,774.99 
141,320.93 
473,365.32 
672,946.47 


+ 


| 


Re. 
584,807.59 
349,769.97 

69,386.42 


61,443.53 
128,710.55 
55,671.85 
225,346.65 
166,460.03 
18,412.87 
4,686.56 
21,077.94 
56,888.71 


200,262.58 
16,821.03 
97,696.20 

505,798.39 

139,006.66 

471,333.06 

641,066.35 


Incre:se. | Decrease. 


4,974.58 


1,170.35 
36.47 


9,935.29 


Re. 
80.94 
14,885.71 
183.94 


17,854.98 
403.59 
179.82 

34,050.68 


653.72 
1,782.60 


800.21 
7,487.15 
24,976.60 
2,314.27 
2.032.26 
31,880.12 


ay 
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Ps 


1898. 


Increase. 


Rs. Rs Rs. Res. 
Quarantine... 43,814.99 25,010.84 — 18,804.15 
Poor Law Commiasion | 182,081.30 | 196,444.17 | 14,362.87 ae | 
Police ... aes 596,953.30 | 581,147.33 — 15,805.97 
Prisons ... 168,532.14 | 165,870.19 — 2,661.95 
Storekeeper-General ... 32,531.89 32,481.40 — 50.49 
Immigration ... ese | 124,576.21 | 121,787.21 — 2,789.00 
Dependencies ... oi 47,076.01 44,415.00 — 2,661.01 
Crown Agents ... ase 4,186.04 4,185.09 — 95 
Writers and copyists ... 6,180.91 5,941.59 — 239.32 
Transport ee ae 8,923.56 6,751.60 — 2.171.96 
Miscellaneous ... -. | 297,608.81 | 261,855.12 — 35,753.69 
Charitable allowances... | 13,468.61 14,057.48 588.87 — 
Iuterest ... oe 125,226.22 | 123,720.06 — 1,506.16 
Military contribution... | 418,272.75 | 366,358.53 — 51,914.22 
Railways 1,166,438.77 | 1,192,887.27 | 26,448.50 — 
Surveyor-General 62,709.41 59,377.34 — 3,332.07 
Public works (recurrent) | 306,940.96 | 255,428.11 — 51,512.85 
ditto § (extraor- 104,250.04 40,293.92 — 63,956.12. 
inary ) 
Loan Commission 15,296.62 14,659.47 — 637.15 
Mare-aux-Vacoas Water 51,691.95 37,711.85 — 13,980.10 
Works. 
Exchange eee eos | 911,940.95 | 766,434.55 — 145,506.40 


Total 


8,626,798.28 | 8,131,465.06 | 57,516.93 | 552,850.15 


The decreases are indicative of economy in the administration, 
necessitated by the decrease in the revenue, whilst the increase 
under the head of Poor Law Commission proves that, apart from 
the fixed charges, there are branches of expenditure which 
cannot be diminished in times of financial distress. 
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Maugitips, But the expenditure, even when reduced, seems large for so - 
= 1898. small Colony. This is due to the fact that Mauritius possesses 
== 8 highly centralised system of government, and’ many duties 
which in other countries fall on the Municipalities, or are left to 
private or charitable enterprise, are-in Mauritius-undertaken by 
the central Government. Thus the Railway vote, the vote for 
Water- Works, the Ecclesiastical vote, the vote for Education, and 
the vote for the Medical and Health Department and Poor Law 
Commission, as well as charitable allowances, absorb large sums 
which swell the expenditure. Then, too, such votes as Public. 

Debt, Pensions, Military expenditure, Interest, and Exchange, are 

entirely beyond the control of the Government. | 


The revenue and expenditure for the preceding five years 


were :— 
— | Revenue. Expenditure. | 
ene se ane Eee ee ae vee 
Re. | Rs. 
1893 0. ees 8,103,922 . 17,872,096 
| 180K eae ae 8,534,427 8,587,039 
| 1895 1. we oe | 8,273,612 8,488,736 
| 1896 0 seen 8,849,181 | 8,544,736 
| 1897 2. eae | 7,996,705 8,626,798 
Total... 9. | 41,757,847 42,119,405 
Average ... | 8,351,569 "8,423,881 


It is evident from these figures that for the preceding five 
years the average expenditure exceeded the average income. 


The averages compared with the year 1898 stand as follows :— 


— | Revenue. | xpenditare 


Rs. “Rs, 
Average eee coe eco 8,351,569 8,423,881 
T8980-> ees: nes | aks | 7,620,318 8,131,465 
a ee eee 
Less than average ... ove | 731,251 | 292,416 


showing marked decrease on the average revenue and 
expenditure. : -_ 
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The excess of expenditure over revenue was Rs. 511,146. 
Lhe deficit was met out of Treasury balances. 
The changes in taxation were :— 


1. An alteration in the mode of assessing Customs duties by 
which the duties aud the revenue were increased. (Ordinance 
No. 5 of 1898.) | 


2. A surcharge of 10 per cent. on existing Customs duties. 
(Temporary) Ordinance No. 52 of 1898. 


3. An increase in the Excise of Spirits. (Ordinance No. 33 of 
1898.) 


4, Increases in Stamp duties, Registration dues and Stamps 
on Customs certificates and on Contracts. (Ordinances Nos. 6 of 
1898, 16 of 1898, 21, 24, 28 and 46 of 1898.) 


5. Increased duties on salt and on petroleum oil. (Ordinance 
No. 51 of 1898.) 


6. An increase in the rent levied on the lessees and proprietors 
of the Oil islands. ..(Ordinance No. 62 of 1898-99.) 


7. A license duty on the manufacture of vinegar and an excise 
duty on vinegar manufactured in the Colony. 


8. Licenses to be paid by Government contractors not already 
licensed under existing laws. (Government Notice No. 196.) 
Addition of certain licenses to schedule. (Government Notices 
Nos. 24, 81, and 152.) Addition of traction engines and trucks 
to schedule of direct taxes. (Ordinance No. 49 of 1898.) 


In a Colony situated as Mauritius is, it is difficult to devise 
new sources of taxation that will not involve hardship. 


Almost the sole industry of the Island is the sugar industry 
and many sugar estates have, partly through ascarcity of capital 
which prohibits the improvement in machinery so necessary to 
economical production, and partly through the low price of 
sugar, been brought perilously near to the margin of profitable 
production. 


It would be imprudent, therefore, to increase the burdens on 
the sugar industry to any material extent. 


On the other hand there are large numbers of persons who 
have barely sufficient income to sustain life. 


The rate of wages is low and the habit of life is necessarily 
frugal, a frugality imposed by penury ; to tax the lower classes 
would therefore mean to increase still further the distress which 
prevails amongst many of them and to fill the hospitals, the 
infirmaries, and the gaols. 


“ie 
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The increased taxation has, therefore, been so arranged as to 
fall on the general community, without pressing unduly on the 
sugar industry or the poorest class of the population. 


Balances. 


The year 1898 closed with an excess of expenditure over 
revenue of Rs. 511,146, which was met out of the Treasury 
balance, which was reduced thereby to Rs, 438,866. 


At the close of the preceding year it amounted to Rs. 899,336 
und at the close of 1896 it was Rs. 1,487,557, thus showing a 
steady exhaustion of the reserve fund. 


Currency. 


The notes in circulation, consisting of notes for five rupees, for 
ten rupees, and for fifty rupees, amounted to Rs. 3,404,250, 
represented as follows :— 


Rs. 
Specie in hands of Commissioners _ ... Sie w+» 1,360,000 


Investments and securities held by trustees in 
England ie 20 ve ‘us ae w-» 2,166,244 


Total assets ... abe woe 3,026,244 
Deduct notes in circulation... see ii eee 3,404,250 


Leaves a balance in favour of Commissioners of... 121,994 


Public Debt. 


‘The public debt of the Colony on the 3lst December 1898 
amounted to £1,195,690 16s. Od., as follows :— 


Unconverted 4 per cent. debentures ... «. 164,200 


Less bonds redeemed ... nor she . 51,400 £ 
| 112,800 
Converted inscribed stock, 4 per cent. see -.» 482,390 


Poor Law Commission 5 per cent. debentures, 
‘issued in 1873 ide ihe as «ss 10,000 


Bonds redeemed ews soe ses ‘ve 9,500 


| — 500 
Hurricane loan (Imperial Guarantee 3 per cent.) ... 600,000 


‘Total eee eee eee £1,195,690 


‘ oe 8 .-, } ig? aig Ot alan, do 
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The public debt at the close of 1897 was... «.._:1,237,489 Macmeivs, 
It was at the end of 1898... ue nee, Ss aees«21,195,690 1888: 


It has been reduced therefore by ase ie . £41,799 


due chiefly to the repayment of Treasury bills and to bonds 
redeemed during the year 1898. 


The foregoing statement gives an idea of the money assets 
and liabilities of the Colony. But this statement in no way 
corresponds with the form of statement that would be presented 
by a commercial company. A commercial statement would 
include amongst the assets, the railway and rolling stock, the 
public lands and forests, public buildings, &c., which, if they were 
included in assets would more than counterbalance the liabilities. 


Curatelle. 


The amount due to Vacant Estates at the close of the year 
was Rs. 425,198, of which investments represent Rs. 272,455, the 
balance represented by cash in bank being Rs, 152,743. 


The public debt is secured on the general revenue of the 
Colony. 

A financial crisis took place in the early part of 1898, which 
‘had to be met by exceptional measures. The crisis was caused 
‘partly by the short sugar crop of 1897-98—a short crop due to 
continued drought during the year—partly also by a steady fall 
in the price of sugar, and partly by the export of silver to India 
—an export necessitated by the obligations incurred by merchants, 
which could not, as in ordinary years, be met by the balance of 
trade. 


The export of specie for the four years preceding 1897 had 
shown a balance of Rs. 1,500,000 over imports. The balance of 
imports and exports in 1897 to the middle of December showed 
a balance against the Colony of Rs. 1,940,000. From the middle 
of December 1897 to the beginning of February 1898 another 
-sum of Rs, 500,000 was exported, showing a total net export of 
Rs. 3,940,000. | 


The Colony was in fact being rapidly drained of its rupee 
currency. . 
-- The banks had in 1898 raised their drawing rate to 5 per cent. 

‘premium, an unprecedented rate. Unfortunately, too, the banks, 
owing to the strain on their realisable resources, were unable to 
- afford the necessary financial ea to the sugar growers, and 
the industry was threatened with commercial disaster. 

- The measures taken were :— 


~ (1) An Ordinance empowering the Governor to suspend the 
operation of Article 5 of Ordinance No. 28 of 1876 (the Carruncy 


MAvRITIUS, 
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Act), which made it obligatory on the Commissioners of 
Currency to issue on demand silver rupees of India to the holders 
of Mauritius Currency Notes, and wherever the Governor in 
Council considered it urgently necessary to suspend the provisions 
of Articles. 2 and 14 of the Currency Act, and by his warrant 
to authorize the issue of currency notes, payable on demand by 
the said Commissioners, to the total amount specified in the 
warrant, in exchange for securities to be transferred to the 


account of the Trustees of the Commissioners in England. 


In virtue of this law a Proclamation was issued, No. 8 of 8th 
February 1898, temporarily suspending the Currency Act, and 
under the Governor's warrant Rs. 1,000,000 in currency notes 
were issued to the financial officers against securities transferred 
to the Trustees of the Commissioners of Currency, and were lent 
to the Mauritius Commercial Bank on the security of dock 
warrants on sugar in the Dock Companies’ stores in Port Louis, 
and of the Treasury bills held by the bank. 


The loan was made repayable on or before the 15th August 


1898, with interest at 4 per cent., and the sum so advanced was 


refunded before the date fixed. 


While suspending the Currency Act, the Governor issued a 
Government notice, stating that the Government would, as far as 
possible, endeavour to meet the requirements of small holders of 
currency notes by the issue of limited amounts of specie for 
purposes of change, and was prepared to deal with the banks 
to meet the requirements of the holders of larger amounts who 
might desire to make remittances in India by the issue of drafts 
on the Crown Agents or on Bombay in exchange for currency 
notes. 


Instructions were given to the Commissioners, which were 
carried out so as to avoid inconvenience to the public while 
discouraging speculators. 


The effect of these measures was such that whilst the drain of 
silver was checked the credit of the currency notes was not 
impaired, ; 


For though theoretically the Colony possessed for a time an 
inconvertible paper currency, still the facilities for foreign 
payments were such that no depreciauan took place. 


The Commissioners of Currency received from the local banks 
in February and March Rs. 1,250,000 in notes in exchange for 


drafts on Bombay. These drafts were honoured by the National 


Bank of India, and to repay the bank the Crown Agents lent the 
Colony £83,500 at bank rates. On this transaction a sum of 
Rs. 6,250 was paid to the Government by the banks in the shape 
of premium. The banks also undertook to issue their drafts at 
an amount not exceeding 14 per cent. premium, and to discourage 


_ the wholesale export of rupees by speculators. _ 


swe oh 
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vas o a ( ae - 8 ; : ‘gpept ad 
Further, the Currency Commissioners, under the Governor’s Mavxi'rios, 


warrant, issued to the financial officers a sum of Rs. 1,120,000 in 


. notes, the financial officers being authorized to lend this sum to 


the Mauritius Commercial Bank on the guarantee of rupees in 
transit, the specie being shipped from Bombay to the order of 
the Receiver-General in March, May, and June 1898. 


..The ,Government received Rs. 5,928 as interest on this 
transaction. 


(2) Ordinance No. 2 of 1898 was passed to facilitate the 
raising of money on loan CC. owners and others carrying on 
the cultivation of land in the Colony, to enable them to carry on 


such cultivation and to realise their crops. 


The Commissioners of Currency lent the financial officers 
Rs. 1,250,000 in notes, which enabled the Government to make 
loans to the extent of about a million and a half of rupees to 
planters on the guarantee of first-rank mortgages on their estates, 
and on the produce thereof consigned to agents in Port Louis, 
approved by the Government. These loans, bearing interest at 
8 per cent., were made in sterling at the Bombay. rate of the 
rupee at the time of the advances, and were repayable at the 
same rate on or before the 30th April 1899. 


All these loans have been fully repaid, and the profit realised 
was a little over Rs. 20,000. 


The measures taken were exceptional, but they were successful. 
They illustrate the dangers of a small Colony dependent on a 
single industry and separated by long distances from a strong 
financial support. The drain of specie, which in England is 
controlled by the bank rate and the bank reserve, has no such 
control here. The financial support offered by the Bank of 
England as the bank of the banks is absent, and duties which in 
other countries would naturally devolve on the National Bank 
had to be undertaken by the Government. 


’~ The Proclamation suspending the Currency Act was repealed 


early in 1899 (Proclamation No. 10 of 5th March 1899). 


Towards the close of 1898 rupees began to flow back into the 
Colony and specie is now abundant everywhere. 


Municipalities and Boards. 


The only elective Municipality in Mauritius is that of Port 
Louis. 


The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure of 
this Municipality for five years. The revenue is derived partly 
from a Government contribution in lieu of quay dues, amounting 
to Rs. 90,000 annually, the remainder being collected by the 


898. 
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Mavgit1vs, priate eae Brahe rates, licenses, rents, water rates, dog tax, and 
1898. other miscellaneous sources of revenue :— 


—- Revenue. | Expenditure. 


Rs. Rs. 
1894... sn nee nee nee, wee wwe | 489,418.79 | 486,352.12 
1895... ss. sew nue nee ee wee | 425,827.09 | 451,573.11 
1896... see aes ee, nae nae ave | 459,801.13 | 457,090.35 
AGiis - Gen Ste hi Re cee 457,180.12 | 513,628.56 
1898... se cen, we nee awe wee | 455,157.96 


478,187.79 


Receipts on account, 1894-98 (New Oriental 
Bank Corporation in liquidation and arrears 
of accounts, viz., rent of markets, &c.). 


13,631.46 


Loans :— 
Rs. 
1894—Mauritius Government de- 28,500 
ficit.e 
1897— Do. do. (over- 50,000 
flood). 


1898—Debentures issued, Grand 26,000 
River Bridge. 


1895—Government subsidy for up- 
keep of Fire Brigade. 


Subsidies from Insurance... ee 


Total ... . |2,362,226.24 | 2,386,831.92 
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Mapaitiys, There are three Boards of Commissioners for the government 
1898, of the townships under their control, namely :— 


Phe Board of Curepi pee, 
The Board of Beau Bassin and Rose Hill ; 
The Board of Quatre Bornes. | | 


All these Boards are nominated by the Governor. | 


Their revenue is collected partly by the Commissioners, as in 
the case of local rates on houses, &c., and partly by Government, 
as regards licenses and taxes, under Ordinances Nos. 6, of 1878, 
and 24, of 1895. 


The following is the table of receipts and expenditure of the 


three Boards :-— 
Curepipe. 
Year. Receipta. Expenditure. 
Rs. Rs. 
1894. ves 51,461 49,282 
1895 www 51,493 * 48,884 | 
1896 we ae 52,600 49,601 
189T = oe ae 59,024 55,531 


1898... oe 59,868 57,550 


Beau Bassin and Rose Hill. ra 
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‘The Board of Rose Hill and Beau Bassin owes Rs. 18,000 to Mavarrrua, : 
the Government. This amount is refunded by annualinstalments $1898. . 
of Rs. 2,000. The other Boards have not contracted any debts. ae a 


Grants or moneys collected for and paid to the Municipalities 
appear as part of the general revenue of the Colony. 


Fines and law charges received and paid to the Municipality ot 
Port Louis appear as matter of account. 


IIl—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
| “ 
| IMPORTS AND Exports. | 


The following statements show the total value of the imports 
and exports of Mauritius during the past five years. They also 
show in comparative form the value of the principal imports 
during the years 1894, 1896, 1897, and 1898, as well as the chief 
articles of export during the years 1897 and 1898 :— 


8868% amd 1. : 7 B2 
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i» ~The increase is chiefly under the following heads :— - Mavens, 


1898 
1. Fibre-aloe ... .s» Due principally to increased demand —= 
from England, France, and Ger- 
many. 
. Hardware ... ... Increased demand from Reunion. 
- Millwork ... ..,. Sent to Reunion. 
. Oil-cocoanut ... Sent to England especially. 


- Molasses and sugar.. Due principally to the excellent crop 
(the heaviest on record) and to the 
American anti-bounty tariff, which 
created a demand for a low quality 
of granulated sugar for refining 
purposes. 

6. Rum ast .s» Increased demand from England. 

7. Tea... a ... Madagascar was the principal 


market to which our tea was 
sent. (Rs. 10,586.) 


Orn Go bo 


The rate of imports and exports per head of population was 
as follows :— 


— | 1897. | 1898. 

Rs. Rs. 
Imports ... eee 71.61 74.76 
Exports eee eee 81.12 84.10 


Imports. 


Excluding specie and bullion, exchange, and other charges, the 
statement shows that there has been a gradual but decided 
decrease since 1894. The difference between that year and 1898 
pane nearly 21 per cent., as compared with 1897 the decrease is 
nearly 7 per cent. ; 


Including specie and bullion, exchange, and other charges, the 


year 1898 is 13°80 per cent. under 1894, but is nearly 44 per cent. 
over 1897. 


Exports. 


The total value of exports, including shipping charges on local 
produce and specie and bullion, was Rs. 31,866,436 in 1898, as 
against Rs. 33,390,672 in 1894 and Rs. 30,634,007 in 1897, being 
a reduction of 44 per cent. and an increase cf nearly 4 per cent. 
respectively. 
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| Mavrrrivs, 
1898. 


passe 


_ The returns show generally a large reduction in value of 
imports in 1898 as compared with 1894 and 1896, although with 
ra exceptions the United Kingdom has retained her hold on our 
trade. 


Apothecary wares from France show a large increase as com- 
bi with 1894, while the United Kingdom shows a reduction. 
here is, however, an increase when compared with 1896. 


Beef, salted——The United States of America are becoming the 
chief supplier, and thus superseding the United Kingdom and 
Australia. 


Brassware,-—The United Kingdom shows a large increase, 
while France has decreased. 


Butter —Denmark and the United States now provide our 
market with this article. The imports from the United Kingdom, 
France, and Italy being diminished in consequence. 


Cheese.—Holland and New Zealand show large increases. 


Clocks and watches.—The United Kingdom shows a decrease ; 


France and the United States an increase. 


Coffee——Indian and Ceylon markets have been supplanted by 
Java, Arabia, and Pondicherry. Even the United Kingdom 
sends coffee in increasing amounts. 


Barley.—The United States supplied a large quantity in 1898, 
interfering with the supply from India. 


* 


Oats.—The United States and Australia ticreased their 
supplies. ee 


Fish, pickled—The United States seem to be suppressing 
supplies from the United Kingdom. 


Haberdashery.—Germany in this line has made large strides, 
while the United Kingdom, France, and India fell off. 


Hosiery.—Germany is peas largely in this line, to the gradual 
exclusion of the United Kingdom, France, and India. 


Hardware shows an increase from the United Kingdom and 
decreases from France and India. 


- Lard.—France and the United States show an increase, the 
United Kingdom a falling off. 


Matches.—Japan and Sweden have nearly driven English 
matche: from the Mauritius market. From enquiries made 
amongst merchants, there seems to be no reason why the ground 
lost should not be recovered. The English wax match is 
probably the best in the world, but an idea has become 
prevalent that they are not damp proof, that the heads stick. 
together, and that they are not suited to the Mauritius climate 
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This is probably an unfounded belief, for the wax matches Mavarrivs, 
imported by the King’s Royal Rifles and used by them at.... 1898, 
Curepipe, the dampest place in the Island, answered perfectly, ©“ 
In regard, however, to wooden safety matches, there is a reason 

which might be noticed by British manufacturers. The ordinary 

safety match is large, and made up in boxes unsuited to the 

smoker’s pocket. The Japanese and Swedish matches are in 

more convenient sizes. The duty is R, 1.10 levied per gross on 

boxes containing each not more than 100 matches, and a pro- 

portional duty on boxes containing more than 100 matches. If, <= 
then, the British match makers were to make small matches put 

up in boxes containing not more than 100 matches, they might 

een the place which the superiority of their matches entitles 

them to. 


Provisions.— American goods are on the increase, 
Shooks.— America is supplanting India. 


Woollen, mized with cotton and silk.—Increase in German ime 
portations, decrease, United Kingdom and France. 


Vacoa bags, aloe fibre, and soap have increased. 
Hides and Rum have diminished. 


Sugar has attained a record in 1898, There has been a record 
export in quantity, but a decline in value. 


Tea is now beginning to show as export. 


Vanilla has declined in quantity while increasing in value. 


The following return of the trade with Madagascar for the last 
five years shows clearly the effect of the duties now levied in that 
island :— 


TRADE WITH MADAGASCAR FOR THE FIVE YEARS 1894-98. 


Inclusive of Charges and Exchange. 


IMPORTS. 


1894. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Res 
502,028 383,003 460,666 464,518 
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Produce and Manufacture of the Colony. 


EXPortTs 


Re. Rs 
176,778 110,226 


[NotTE.— The above figures show that whilst the imports from 
Madagascar have been increasing yearly, the exports thereto 
have decreased to one-fourth the value of exports in former 
years. The decrease is due to the imposition at the end of 1896 
of a duty of Fcs. 120 per hectolitre on foreign spirits imported 
into Madagascar.] | 


MiNnE8s, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


There are no mines in Mauritius, and though there are work- 
shops, there are none that could be dignified with the title of 
manufactories. Nevertheless, vinegar and rum are made and 
exported, and soap, which is made from cocoanut oil, is beginning 
to show on the list of exports. 


There are also workshops for the repair of machinery, and 
small coasting vessels are frequently built in Mauritius. 


The fisheries are protected by special Ordinances and by the 
creation of Crown reserves which are strictly preserved, as well 
as by the establishment of private barachois, by the creation of 
a close season, and by the prohibition of the capture of an legal 
size of fish, and the prohibition of illegal nets. 


Salted fish is becoming an article of export, and the industry 
shows signs of expansion. 


The following are the laws in force in the Colony for the 
protection of the reserves :— 


Ordinances 42 of 1881, 11 of 1883, and 18 of 1892. 


These laws regulate the size of fish to be caught, the time 
during which they may be caught, and the size of the nets to be 
used in the capture of fish. 


Certain parts of the coast of: Mauritius are set apart which 
are called reserves, and in which no fishing can take place, 


u~_- od em 4 
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except by rod and line, or by basket net. These reserves are Maverrivs, 
watched by the Internal Revenue Guards, who have boats to 1898 
patrol the spots selected. | 7 


There is a Fishing Committee appointed by the Governor, 
whose duty it is to advise the Government on a questions which 
may be referred to it. 


The following are the fish reserves :— 


pun 


to St new 
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. Arsenal Bay. 

-. La Mare La Raie. 

. The inner part of Flacq Bay. 
- Trou d’eau douce. 

. Grand River, S. E. Bay. 

. Mahebourg Harbour. 

. Le Chaland Bay. 

. Grand Gaube Bay. 

. Poudre d’Or Bay. 

15. 


- Black River Bay. 
- Tamarind Bay. 
. Petite Riviere Bay. 


Grand River N, W. Bay. 
Tombeau Bay. | 


Souillac Bay. 


The protection of the reserves is left to the Inland Revenue 
Branch of the Receiver-General’s Department, consisting of one 
superintendent, five inspectors, and twenty-five guards. 


The police have also concurrent jurisdiction in detecting con- 
traventions under the Fishery Laws. 


The following gives the close season for crabs, camarons, 
rougets, sardines, and sprats, all dates inclusive :— 


Crabs, female ... --- 16th September to 14th 


April next following. 


Camarons, female se» Ist October to lst 


Rougets ... 


March following. 


10th November to 10th 
December. 


Sardines and sprats ... lst August to 3lst 


January following. 


The sizes of the different kinds of fish, 32 in number, that may 
be taken range from above 8 centimetres to above 28 centimetres, 
the prohibition varying with different species, 
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Oysters, mussels, and crabs called “petite espéce must 


: measure 5 centimetres, homards 23 centimetres, shrimps 8 centi- 


metres. The size of nets is regulated by Ordinance. No..16iof 


1892 ; they consist of :— 


1. Large net. 

2. Sprat net. 

3. Mosquito net. 
4. “Canard” net. 
5. Shrimp net. 

6. Basket net. 


Any other device or instrument differing from the above and 
mane use of for fishing is illegal. 


Private Barachois, 


There are ten private barachois or enclosures communicating 
with the sea, duly registered under Ordinance No. 42 of 1881. 


The private barachois are practically walled ponds or “ fish 
addocks,” which, by permission, may be replenished from 
Savenuneat reserves. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL STATIONS. 


There are two botanical gardens properly so called in Mauri- 
tius, one being a branch of the other, but, in addition, the 
extensive grounds of the Government House at Reduit are used 
a8 an experimental plantation, and there is a Station Agrono- 


~ mique which devotes itself to the experimental growth and study 


of sugar canes and other productive plants, as well as to their 


. chemical analysis. The botanical gardens at Pamplemousses, 


which are amongst the most famous, as they are also amongst 
the most beautiful, in the world, are used partly as a public 
garden, but also as a nursery and acclimatisation garden. Plants 
and seeds are supplied to ihe public, and most of the economic 
plants, fruit trees, &c., grown in the Colony were originally 
cultivated in one or other of the botanical gardens. 


The varieties of canes known in Mauritius came chiefly from 
Pamplemousses Gardens. But the Gardens also devote attention 
to cultivating varieties of aloe fibre, hemp, spices, and india- 
rubber. They also act as nurseries for reafforestation purposes. 

The climate of Mauritius varies at different altitudes and in 
different districts. The force of the wind varies also with the 
locality, and there is great variety in the rainfall; all these 
factors point to the necessity of constant experiment to ascertain 


. the varieties of economic plants best suited to the different districts, 
. and the subject is carefully considered by the officers of the 


Department. 
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The aloe fibre industry, which was declining for some years, Ma 


shows signs of reviving, but the main industry of the Colony is, 
and must continue to be, the sugar industry. Experiments 
as to the most profitable variety of cane are thus most likely 
to give advantageous results, and new varieties have been 
imported from the West Indies and elsewhere. Tea, which is 
a young and growing industry, is capable of improvement. It 
is the subject of study both at the Gardens and at the Station 
A gronomique. 


LAND GRANTS. 


Lands are granted by the Government by lease and by sale. 
Lands which are situated on the sea coast beyond the limits 
of Port Louis, known as Pas Géométriques, can only be leased 
by public auction, except those forming part of villages which 
have been proclaimed such. The sales are invariably made by 
public auction, the purchase price being paid, if so desired, by the 
purchasers in four instalments, the first on the day of the sale, 
and the others at intervals of eight months. There is an 
exception to this rule in cases where lands are desired for 
charitable, religious, or educational purposes. The rent derived 
from Crown lands in 1898 was Rs. 43,047 for 5,678 arpents. The 
sales realised Rs. 1,924 for 12.98 arpents. The average rental 
value of Crown land is, therefore, Rs. 7.58 per arpent, and the 
average value of lands sold Rs. 148.23 per arpent. 


ah SHIPPING. 

The following returns show :—A.—The shipping inwards and 
outwards for the last five years. B. and C.—The number and 
tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in the years 1897 and 1898, 
distinguishing nationalities. 


There has been an increase of shipping and tonnage under the 
British flag, while vessels under foreign flags have on the whole 
diminished. 

It is not easy to give a satisfactory explanation of the increase, 
but the tendency of trade is towards the British possessions and 
to follow the lines on which British companies have already 
established a regular service of steamers. 


It is to be regretted that the absence of proper facilities in the 
harbour of Port Louis causes undue delay to the large steamers 
now frequenting the port; but it is hoped that a scheme of 
harbour improvement may be devised shortly which will give more 
rapid despatch to shipping and permit a considerable reduction in 
the port charges... sti i 


URITIOR, 
1898. 
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«MbaEITIUR, | _,  . A. Sarprpine Inwargps anp OuTWwaAkgns 
BRITISH. 
| With Cargoes. | In Ballast. Total. With Cargoes. 


| Venus, Tons. | Vessels. 


Tons. | Vessels. 


Tons. vets Tons. 


Sailing Vessels 


Steamers 
1894 91 | 148,729 2 2,868 93 | 161,092 | 56 | 72,642 
1895 84 154,048 7 13,018 91 167,061 52 72,587 
1896 85 | 156,602 | 18 | 35,964 | 103 | 192,566 | 63 | 84,078 
1897 78 144,068 7 11,617 80 155,680 69 89,657 
1898 65 140,181 10 17,312 75 157,443 57 84,625 


1894 100 | 41,182 | 81 34,988 131 
1895 112 | 48,887 | 26 | 82,286 188 
1896 114 | 87,486 28 | 41,786 142 
1897 91 86,276 | 80 | 28,490 | 121 
1898 88 | 380,870 | 27 | 25,568 115 


Steamers 


1894 181,596 158,925 68,843 
1895 119,617 163,480 71,984 
1896 147,874 188,557 85,818 
_ 1897 127,705 160,089 85,693 
: ge 125,132 76,573 


154,408 
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FOR THE YEaRS 1894-98, 


FOREIGN. | TOTAL. | 


In Ballast. | ‘Total. In Ballast. Total. 


With Cargoes. 


—_ 


a 


Vessels.| Tons. 


Vessels.| Tons. Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons. 
Entered. 

g 2,467 62 8,869 | 186 92,716 

9 8,739 54 6,918 | 200 | 105,946 

21 7,562 78 14,425 219 111,881 

18 7,047 70 9,700 188 88,871 

18 4,882 44 6,683 | 166 78,861 
Entered. 


Maoritivs,:- 
1898. | 


au=wiy “ 


155 | 229,187 


1 1,869 200,489 
2 2,625 191,601 144 | 238,089 
4 6,757 288,687 172 | 281,127 
6 8,964 127 | 213,398 | 24 161 | 249,716 


201,705 245,850 


Ul 


wet 
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| IIL—LEGISLATION. 


The legislation for the year 1898 may be divided under four 
heads:— . 


1. Financial. 

2. Consolidation and Codification. 
3. Sanitary and Quarantine. 

4. Miscellaneous. 


The chief financial measures have already been described in 
previous sections of this Report. 


The codifications of the laws by a series of consolidated 
Ordinances was begun during the session. 


The first measure was the Interpretation and Common Form 
Ordinance No. 8. By this measure a number of principles, common 
to all legislation, were settled on the lines indicated by the Imperial 
Interpretation Act of 1889. Article 15 of this Ordinance defines 
the effect of disallowance of a local Ordinance by the Queen. 
Article 24 settles the language by which cumulative or 
alternative punishments are imposed, and Article 26 permits the 
use of French equivalents to English expressions, in certain 
cases allowing those expressions to be interpreted by French 

Ww. 


A consolidated Ordinance was passed dealing with the 
Savings Bank, No. 45, and three Ordinances, 40, 41, and 42, 
dealt with the Penal Code. Great progress was made in the 
amendment of the law of 1838. Attempts to commit certain 
misdemeanours, larceny being the most important, are made punish- 
able. The general tendency of the amendments is, however, to 
make the law more merciful. 


The charges to which the Colony was exposed from the spread 

of plague caused the passing of two Ordinances, one, No. 44, to 
amend the Quarantine Laws by allowing the Governor to 
roclaim certain ports or districts as infected, and another, 
No. 47, to provide for the notification of infectious and con- 
tagious diseases to the Sanitary Authorities, and for the pre- 
vention and mitigation of such diseases. This latter Ordinance 
was based almost entirely on the English Public Health 
Statutes. 


The miscellaneous Ordinances dealt with the constitution of 
the Benches of Magistrates, an amendment of the Petroleum 
Ordinance, and an Ordinance to transfer to the Supreme Court 
the jurisdiction in insolvency, bankruptcy, and winding up of 
companies. 

There were also other miscellaneous Ordinances of purely local 
interest. : 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 
PRIMARY EDUCATION. 


Public primary education is imparted to two classes of schools, 
the Government Schools and the State-aided Schools, In 1898 
the number of pupils on the roll was :— 


Government Schools _... sas see 9,826 
Roman Catholic Aided Schools... ies 6,674 
Church of England Aided Schools _... 2,017 


Presbyterian Mission _... sd ae 203 
Mahommedan _... oa ons owe 153 
18,873 


The Government Schools are entirely supported by Govern- 

ment. The State-aided Schools are under the control of private 
rsons styled managers, and receive a liberal grant from the 
overnment. 


The Government Schools are divided into non-result and 
result schools. All the State-aided schools are result schools. 


There are no industrial, technical, or agricultural schools. The 
only training of this kind consists in the instruction given to 
five boys who are sent yearly to the Government railway work- 
shops and to two others who are sent yearly to the Botanical 
Gardens. The workshop boys are apprenticed for five years 
and the Botanical Garden boys for four years. Four girls 
are sent yearly to learn millinery and dressmaking for three 
years. 

Education is not compulsory, and is gratuitous. Less than a 
fourth of the estimated number of children of school age attend 
school. 


The total expenditure for 1898 was Rs, 302,319.42. 


There can be no doubt that the weak point in the system is 
the absence of sufficient and suitable technical and industrial 
education. 


SECONDARY EpvucaATION. 
Secondary education is under the control of the Council of 
Education, and more immediately of its College Committee. 
Provision is made for the education of boys by means of :— 
1. The Royal College. 
2. The Royal College Schools. 


3. The Associated Schools, i.e. aided schools affiliated to 
the Royal College. 
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In 1898 the number of pupils attending the Royal College and 
its two schools was 428. 


The Associated Schools are not subject to inspection, but 
they are expected to submit all their pupils annually for 
examination. 


In 1898 there were 24 Associated Schools in the Island. 
The total number of pupils presented for examination was 449. 


The Royal College has a classical and a modern side. Two 
leaving scholarships of £200 a year, tenable in Europe for four 
years, are awarded annually, one on the classical side, the other 
on the modern side. 


Eleven scholarships and exhibitions open to all youths of the 
Colony are annually offered for competition. Sixteen more are 
limited to pupils of the Primary Schools, three to pupils of 
Associated Bekok and three to pupils of the Royal College. 


Grants of free tuition are sh aad made to poor scholars, 
and there are twenty-six eleemosynary scholarships and exhibitions 
in the Governor’s gift. : 


In 1898, out of 428 boys, 142 were non-paying pupils. The 
fees are Rs. 12 per month in the Royal College and Rs. 5 in the 
Royal College schools. 


The cost of the Royal College and its two schools was 
Rs. 184,516. 


For the encouragement of the higher instruction of girls a 
scheme of annual examination was started in 1884. There are 
four standards for girls under 11, 12, 15, and 17 respectively. 
Medals, books, and money prizes are awarded to the successful 
candidates, and result grants rising from Rs. 25 to Rs. 100 are 
paid to the managers of schools. A sum of Rs. 7,000 is voted 
annually for this purpose. An Education Ordinance is now (1899) 
under consideration to remedy some defects in the system, but 
looking at the educational system generally, it is hardly to be 
doubted that there are few countries in the world that offer to 
the children of the poor a higher class of scholastic instruction on 
more liberal terms. There is no reason why the clever son of a 
day labourer should not receive a first-class public school educa- 
tion, and eventually proceed to an English University without 
costing his father a single rupee. 


But the system, like the system of primary education, is weak 
on the strictly technical and industrial side. The clever boy may 
become a lawyer, a doctor, or an engineer, but his less talented 
comrades, who are left behind, find the market for clerks over- 
stocked. 
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V._GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. Mavarrt, 
HosPiTALs. — 


There were nine public hospitals in Mauritms in 1898, including 
the Lunatic Asylum. The following is a return of patients 


treated :— 
—— 1897. 1898. 
Indoor patients... 4s. sun ae 18,207 20,464 
Outdoor ,,  o. wae roe es 59,751 54,521 
Total ... ae ce 77,958 74,985 


There were also 21 dispensaries. 


The most important of the hospitals is the Civil Hospital of 
Port Louis. In the year 1898 there were 4,467 males and 1,221 
females admitted into the Civil Hospital, and the daily average 
was 148 males and 57 females. Of these, 4,225 males and 1,143 
females were cured. 256 males and 100 females died in 1898. 


There were 1,394 cases of malarial fever and 276 of malarial 
cachexia. There were 311 cases of phthisis, 187 of dysentery, 
and 183 of pneumonia. There were also 507 cases of bronchitis, 
There were also 143 cases of syphilis and 45 of Bright’s disease. 
The other diseases do not need to be mentioned particularly. 

In the Lunatic Asylum there were 296 males and 174 females, 
making a total of 470 inmates under treatment in 1898. Of 
these, 7 were cured and 21 died during the year. The patients 
are employed in gardening, in masonry work, and at various 


trades, such as blacksmith, carpenter, making mattresses, straw 
hats, &c. 


ASYLUMS AND Poor Houses. 
There is one general asylum, called the Barkly Asylum, which 


contains :— 

(a) A hospital for the treatment of the sick poor. 

(5) An asylum for the reception and maintenance of old 
and infirm paupers. 

(c) An asylum for the reception of harmless pauper 
lunatics transferred to the lunatic asylum. 

(d) An orphanage. 
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During the year 1898, the Barkly Asylum received 3,949 
pauper patients for treatment. 418 old and infirm people were 
paiaatied: into the asylum proper, and 123 harmless lunatics 
were admitted into the lunatic branch. 166 orphan children 
were admitted into the orphanage. Light work is required from 
the pauper inmates of the Barkly Asylum. 

In addition to the Barkly Asylum, there are six poor houses 
throughout the Colony. 702 paupers were admitted into these 
six poor houses in the year 1898. 


There is also a Leper Asylum, St. Lazare, into which 219 
pauper lepers were admitted in 1898. 


Eighty-four orphan children have been admitted into private 
institutions at the expense of the Poor Law Commission. 

Rice, money, medical assistance, medicine, and medical 
comforts are also given to the poor. Charitable grants are also 


_ made by the Governor from a special fund voted for the 


purpose. 4,350 persons were relieved during the year 1898. 
The following is a table showing the persons who received 

indoor and outdoor relief in 1898 :— 

1. Sick in Civil Hospital, Port Louis ... 3,848 

2. ,, Canal Street Convent Hospital ... 297 

3. 4, District Hospitals ... ee .»- 11,100 

4, Infirm, Barkly Asylum ... ee . 418 

Bic: te the Convents ... 7 ww. 102 

6. Lepers, St. Lazare Asylum ... - 219 
7. Insane patients, Lunatic Asylum .. 438 
8 
9 


bs +e = Barkly Asylum Se 123 
. Orphans, Barkly Asylum ee . 166 
10. ‘3 private institutions ... see 84 


11. Alimentary and pecuniary aid ... -. 2,314 
12. Sick at dispensaries (medical) ... w+» 64,852 


Total eee eee eee eee 84,561 


The Poor Law Commissioner reports that poverty is gradually 
increasing in the Colony, and more especially in Port Louis. 


REFORMATORY. 


The following return shows the working of the Reformatory 
for the year 1898. The total cost of maintaining and guarding 
the boys in 1898 was Rs. 13,583, against Rs. 19,082 in 1897. 
The average cost per boy was Rs. !81, as against Rs. 236 in 
1897. The earnings in 1698 amounted to Rs. 4,432, as against 
Rs. 4,599 in 1897. 


ee 
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18,583.08 


| 
Zz 


420 405 


1898 


19,082.79 | 236.20 | 4,599.35 | 56.93 


Nil 


416 393 


1897 


—499.71 | —55.20 | —115.36 | —13.26 


Nil 


+12 


+4 


— Decrease. 
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The working of the Reformatory is admittedly defective. It 
is in fact a boys’ prison rather than a reformatory. Trades are 
taught, and the boys are visited and instructed by the clergymen 
of the denominations to which they belong. Scholastic instruc- 
tion is given, and the report of the Inspector of Schools states 
that progress has been very satisfactory as a whole; but the 
boys are not reformed. Fifty-seven ex-reformatory boys passed 
through the prison in the year 1898. 


The period of detention, which in the case of 316 boys varied 
from two days to three months, is too short to make any impres- 
sion on the character of the boys. Moreover, a more complete 
subdivision and classification of the boys, which will prevent the 
corruption of tbe more hopeful cases by the incorrigible and 
wholly bad boys, is desirable. This is a matter which will 
doubtless be considered when the state of the finances permit. 


GOVERNMENT SavinGs BANK. 


The savings deposited at the bank at 3} per cent. interest 
amounted to Rs. 2,701,292 on the 3lst December 1898, compared 
with Rs, 2,834,978 on 3lst December 1897. Although the total 
sum of deposits was Rs. 130,000 less than that of the previous 
year there were 223 more depositors in 1898, making 24,226 in 
all, of which 10,373 were of the Indian population with a sum of 
Rs. 1,253,795 standing to their credit, against 10,381 in 1897 with 
a balance of Rs. 1,333,119 to their credit. The remaining deposi- 
tors belong to the general population. The financial position of 
the bank at the close of the year was as follows :— 


Investments ee Ste ... Ks. 2,888,333.87 


Cash in hand s.. ee nat 26,497.48 
Receiver-General ee vais 113,500.75 
3,028,332.10 


Liabilities due to depositors... 2,701,292.03 


Balance in favour of bank wae 327,040.07 
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VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS, 
PoLIcE, PRISON, AND CRIMINAL. 


The following table shows the number of offences epened to 
the police or to the magistrates in 1898 :— 


Offences 
against 


Total No Other 
: Property other 2 
of Offences. than: Predial Offences. 
Larceny. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
509 | 5,582 21,560 


33,803 6,152 


Number of above proceeded with. 


24,687 983 


491 


2,879 | 20,334 


Predial larceny in the above table means robbing provision 
grounds or homesteads or cane fields. 


Of the above, 3,367 were discharged for want of prosecution by 
complainant or for want of evidence, 1,998 cases were dismissed 
on the merits, and 21,851 were summarily convicted. 89 were 
committed for trial at the assizes. 


The returns show a marked falling off in prosecutions for 
offences against the person. Many of re cases reported were of 
so harmless a nature as not to warrant prosecution at public 
expense. | 


There is an increase in the number of prosecutions for predial 
larceny, due to increased vigilance on the part of sugar estates 

ardians, who succeeded in many cases in arresting the offenders 
in the act of stealing sugar canes. 


The general tendency of the figures in the Blue Book is to 
show that, whilst the number of offences known to the police has 
not greatly varied during the last four years, the number 
of convictions during the last two years has ponsiceraD in- 
creased. 


At the same time it cannot be said that the number of con- 
victions for offences against property, other than predial larceny, 
have yet reached a satisfactory proportion. This is partly due 
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a2 


The rainfall in inches was 47°76 as against 27:26 in 1897, 
but was slightly below the general average for twenty-four years, 


-. nevertheless, when ‘the: humidity (81:6 in the month of February, 


a month in which the rain was below the average) is reckoned 
the effects of rain.and damp are apparent,.for in the month 
of March the largest. number of cases of fever were under 
treatment. 27 | 


There was a cyclonic disturbance inthe month of F ebruary. 
There was also a w haan from the 17th to the 21st December. 
Neither of these cyclones were violent.. 


Annexed is a diagram eels, the number of cases of fever in 
each month, and of intermittent fever in particular. 


There were 736 cases of influenza. 


The first suspected case of plague, though not diagnosed ‘as such 
at the time, occurred on the 26th December 1898. 


In the opinion of the medical officers phthisis is on the 
increase. ah a G 

The sanitary conditions of Port Louis have not materially 
improved. Overcrowding was as bad as, or worse than, ever, and 


the increase of poverty in the town has naturally contributed to 
bad sanitary conditions. 


The following tdble shows the mean temperature at the 
Botanical Gardens, Pamplemousses :— 


Mean temperature .. .«. 74:7 Average 74°0 
» Maximum temperature... 82:9 os 816 


» minimum - eis 66°5 ss ’ 66°5 


It will be observed, therefore, that, on the whole, 1898 was a 
hot year. | : ° 


‘The greatest rainfall in 24 hours was 3°76. 


The mean direction of the wind was E. b. S.:48., and the mean 
velocity. 11-0 miles an hour. _ : 


f. ‘y i 


DiAGRAM SHEWING NumeBer of Cases MatariaL Fever 
ADMITTED in 1898. 
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VIIIL—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


RaILWAY. 


The revenue of the Post Office was Rs. 125,951, including 
Rs. 17,476 for telegrams. | 


In 1898 the Post Office dealt with 1,296,408 letters, 
51,444 post cards, 1,432,114 newspapers, 9,246 parcels, and 
62,552 telegrams. 


Twenty-nine and a half miles of additional telegraph wire were 
erected in 1898. 


The telephones are the property of a private company. There 
are also 17 fire alarms, which are rented from the Telephone 
Company. 

The Railway Department showed a marked improvement in 
goods traffic. The figures are 248,371 tons for 1897 and 
302,439 tons for 1898—an. increase due to a good sugar crop. 


There was, however, a decrease in passenger traffic of Rs.61,118, 
due to the financial distress that prevailed. 


TX.—MILITARY EXPENDITURE. 


The Imperial military garrison of Mauritius numbered 2,096 
of all ranks. 


The Colonial contribution to the military expenditure was 
Rs. 366,358. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


It will be evident from what has already been written, that a 
steady but absolutely sure change is taking place in the population 
of Mauritius, a change which is likely to have important social, 
political, and economic consequences. 


Thirty years ago Port Louis was to all intents and purposes & 
European town. Now the greater part of Port Louis has passed 
into Asiatic hands, either Indian or Chinese. 


Nor does the change stop at the town. A process of 
“ morcellement ” is being carried out on sugar estates, and many 


Mauritius, 
1898 
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IIIl.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


MEDICAL. 


The total expenditure was Rs. 4,700 against Rs. 3,743 in 1897, 
In 1898 there were 123 admissions into the hospital, and 


8 deaths. In 1897 there were 93 admissions and 8 deaths. 


The consultations at Port Mathurin and Mont Lubin dispen- 


saries amounted to 3,215 against 2,497 in 1897. 


The sanitary expenditure amounted to Rs. 600. 


Poor Law. 


Kighteen men and seven women received assistance from 
Government. They each received 5U0 grams of rice per day ; a 
suit of clothes and R.1 were given to each of them at the end of 


the year. 


IV.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


POLICE AND PRISONS. 


Thirty-six persons were committed to gaol in 1898, and 42 in 
1897, 


V.—VITAL STATISTICS, 


The population on the 3lst December 1898 was 2,870 souls, 
being 1,595 males and 1,275 females. The population is composed 
almost entirely of persons of African descent. There are about 
20 Indians on the Toland: 


The births in 1898 were 92 males and 74 females. The deaths 
in 1898 were 21 males and 23 females, 
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METEOROLOGICAL. Ropriavas 
Highest barometric reading ... 30°422 on 5th July, 1898, — 
Lowest ss 5 ... 29°574 on 7th February, 1898. 
Highest temperature ... .-- 90°03 on 16th February, 1898. 
Lowest ‘3 bisa ... 67°02 on 24th July, 1898. 


Heaviest rainfall si ..- 660 lines on the 6th February. 
There was no cyclone in 1898, 


VI.—GENERAL REMARKS. 
Taxes are paid with difficulty on account of the truck system 
adopted by the traders of Rodrigues. 
GRAHAM BOWER, 


Colonial Secretary. 
August, 1899, 
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. ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. | Year. 
276-| Gibraltar... ba ae = 1898 
277 ~+| Bahamas oe ; ss 
278 |-British Honduras ... ‘, 
‘279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues .. 5 
280 | Grenada ae 2 
281 | St. Vincent .. . 
282 | Hong Kong ... ee os 
283 | Jamaica 1898-99 
284 | Lagos... a 1898 
285 Seychelles oP des 5 
286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands ... 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements... se See 1896 
288 | Basutoland . 1898-99 
289 | Niger Coast Protectorate . si 
ae 
290 | Britisn Guiana ea cgee aa d 
291 | Falkland Islands 1899 
292 | British New Guinea 1898-99 
293 | Bermuda - 1899 
294 | Barbados “ 
295 | Malta e 
296 | Fiji... _ 
297 | Turks and Caicos Islands... Ma 
298 | Bahamas ee 
299 | Sierra Leone 
300 | Gambia : 
301 | Seychelles ... 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No Colony. | Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast ... | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand ... ... | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada ... | Emigration. 
5 | Bahamas ... ... | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong ee ... | Bubonic Plague. 
¢ | Newfoundland ... .. | Mineral Resources. 
x | Western Pacific ... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
9 |! Dominica... ... | Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands .. | Condition during 1897. 
11 | Grenada ... ... | Agriculture in Carriacon. 
12 | Anguilla ... ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
13 | Cook Islands ... | Trade. 1899. 
14 | Bahamas ... .. | Fibre Industry. 
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The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 
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No. 3802. Mavgitivs, 


1899. 


MAURITIUS AND RODRIGUES. 


(For Reports for 1898, see No. 279 ) 


ACTING GOVERNOR Sir GraHam Bower to Mr. CHAMBERLALY. 


Government House, Mauritius, 


13th July, 1900. 
Sm, 


I wave the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of 
Mauritius for the year 1899. 


2. I also enclose my Report on the Blue Book. 


IT have, &c., 


GraHamM Bower, 


Administering the Government. 


6501 F—_75—-8)1900 Wr 24600 D & S—s A 
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REPORT ON THE MAURITIUS BLUE BOOK 
FOR THE YEAR 1899. 


I—FINANCIAL. . 


The following are the heads of Revenue for the year 1899. as 
compared with the year 1898 :— 


Heads of Revenue. 1898. 1899. ! Increase. | Decrease. 


Rs. Res. Rs. 
Customs Ra eee | 2,723,834.24 | 3,465,082.58 | 741,248.34 — 


Port, harbour, wharf, | 180,378.33 | 193,026.90 | 12,648.57 — 
and lighthouse dues. 


Licenses, excise, and in- | 2,159,345.06 | 2,505,974.39 | 346,629.33 — 


ternal revenue not 
otherwise classified. 


Fees of court or office, | 235,325.50 | 202,705.32 — 32,620.18 
payments for specific 
services, and reim- 
bursements in aid. 


Post Office and tele- | 125,951.64 | 134,403.25 | 8,451.61 — 
graphs. 


Government railways... | 1,568,389.48 | 1,876,302.95 | 307,913.47 — 


Rent of Government 69,243.20 56,895.46 — 12,347.74 
property. 


Interest... at «» | 481,870.34 | 539,429.46 | 57,559.12 — 
Miscellaneous receipts 69,687.91 90,165.64 | 20,477.73 — 
Land sales __a.. sins 6,293.26 2,327.44 — 3,965.82 


Total —... | 7,620,318.96 | 9,066,313.39 |1,494,928.17| 48,933.74 


Deduct decrease... sae “as were eee 48,933.74 


The receipts of 1899 show an increase on 1898 of Rs. 1,445,994.43 


The increases mentioned in this statement are due to the im- 
proved condition of the Colony in 1899, consequent on a good 
sugar crop, to the imposition of countervailing duties in America, 
‘Canada, and India on bounty-fed sugar, and to increased taxation. 
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EXPENDITURE. 


The foliowing is the Expenditure for the year 1899, as 


compared with the year 1898 :— 


Heads of Service. 


Public debt 
Pensions eer 


Governor and Legisla- 
ture. 


Colonial Secretary... 


Receiver-General eee 
Auditor-General 
Customs bse see 


Port and marine 
Observatory... ove 
Museum... vee eee 
Registrar-General 


Receiver of Registra- 
tion Dues. 


Post Office oes oa 
Woods and forests... 


Judicial Departments... 


Ecclesiastical 

Education iy eee 

Medical and Health 
Department. 

Quarantine 


Carried forward ... 


6591 


Rs. 
584,807.59 
349,759.97 

69,386.42 


61,443.53 
128,710.55 
45,671.85 
225,346.65 
166,460.03 
18,412.87 
4,686.56 
21,077.94 
56,888.71 


200,262.58 


114,517.23 : 


505,798.39 


139,006.66 
471,333.06 


| 
| 


641,066.35 | 


25,010.84 


Rs. 
837,232.30 
463,872.45 

70,043.45 


"65,652.75 


140,325.05 
54,769.90 
213,325.04 
177,060.53 
19,450.58 
4,874.12 
19,291.61 


55,281.54 


174,413.37 | 


116,273.81 
469,870.64 
143,460.91 
478,496.26 
608,969.01 


615,672.09 


ca 
—_——— 


3, 839, 657.78 | 4,728,335.41 


Increase. 


Ra. Re. 
252,424.71 es 
114,102.48 = 

657.03 a 

4,209.22 = 
11,614.50 a 

= 901.95 

os 12,021.61 
10,600.50 — 

1,037.71 — 

187.56 — 

= 1,786.33 
= 1,607.17 
—= , 25,849.21 
ae a 

= 35,927.75 

4,454.25 = 
7,163.20; — 

an 32,097.34 

590,661.25) — 
oe 
110,191.36 


{ 
a oaks ea 868.99 
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EXPENDITURE—continued. 


Heads of Service. 


1898. 


1899. 
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Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra. 
Brought forward ... | 3.839,657.78 | 4,728.335.41 | 998,868.99 | 110.191.36 
Poor Law Commission | 196,444.17 | 190,343.52 — 6,100.65 
Police 581,147.33 | 544,278.67 — 36,868.66 
Prisons ... 165,870.19 | 136,871.34 — 28,998.85 
Storekeeper-General ... 32,481.40 32,641.00 159.60 — 
Immigration ... 121,787.21 119,065.36 — 2,721.85 
Dependencies ... 44,415.00 41,225.54 — 3,189.46 
Crown Agents... 4,185.09 4,680.74 495.65 — 
Writers and copyists ... 5,941.59 5,253.89 _ 687.70 
Transport sie 6,751.60 3,190.01 — 3,561.59 
Miscellaneous ... 261,855.12 | 331,704.28 | 69,849.16 — 
Charitable allowances... 14,057.48 15,969.36 | 1,911.88 — 
‘Interest and exchange... | 890,154.61 | 185,198.07 — 704,956.54 
Military contribution ... | 366,358.53 | 388,606.91 | 22,248.38 — 
Railways 1,192,887.27 | 1,254,133.69 | 61,246.42 — 
Surveyor-General 59,377.34 57,978.22 — 1,399.12 
Public works (recurrent) | 255,428.11 | 249,105.48 — 6,322.63 
ditto (extraor- 40,293.92 26,342.00 — 13,951.92 
dinary ) 
Loan Commission 14,659.47 14,337.71 — 321.76 
Mare-aux-Vacoas Water 37.711.85 47,936.21 | 10,224.36 _ 


Work. 


Drainag ) works ss = 30,029.69 | 30,029.69 a 


SS ES | aS Ngee | etches 


'Yotal .- | 8,131,465.06 | 8,407,227.10 re 919,272.09 


es 
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The increase is mainly due to the expenditure incurred on ac- Mavritivs 
count of the plague, to increased charges on account of the 1899. 
Public Debt and pensions. The increase under the head of 
quarantine, an increase which was either directly or indirectly 
caused by the plague, amounted to Rs.590,661. Had it not been 
for this heavy but unavoidable item, the expenditure would have 
shown a net decrease. 


The financial condition of the Colony greatly improved during 
the year 1899. But it is to be feared that the charge for plague, 
which appears for the first time as an item in the accounts, must 
be recurrent. 


The plague has arrived in Mauritius, and, for reasons which 
will be more fully set forth in another portion of this Report, it 
is to be feared that it has come to stay—and that it will not only 
cause a heavy expenditure for an increased medical staff, sani- 
tary guards, special constables, disinfecting staff, &c., but also 
many charges for compensation. 


Compensation for the poorer classes of houses, which cannot 
be disinfected and must be burnt, cannot, consistently with 
justice or humanity, be evaded. 


It follows that the Colony, though fortunate in the benefits it 
has derived from good harvests and the friendly legislation of 
India, Canada, and America, cannot but be anxious as to the 
burdens which would be imposed by a bad year, which, by caus- 
ing financial depression and an increase of poverty, would pro- 
mote the conditions most favourable to the spread of plague, 
whilst it would leave the Colony less able to bear the burden of 
the necessary expenditure. 


It becomes necessary therefore to husband carefully the sur- 
plus gained during a good year, to meet the possible requirements 
of bad years. This is a measure dictated not only by ordinary 
prudence but by the conditions of the island, whose staple indus- 
trv is at the mercy of any chance hurricane. 


At the same time, if we put aside the natural anxiety caused 
bv the plague—an anxiety which must always weigh when con- 
sidering any future estimate—the financial condition of the 
Colony, as will be seen from the following statement of the posi- 
tion of the Coleny at the close of the vear 1899, is full of hope : — 


POSITION OF THE COLONY AT THE ULOSE OF THE 
YEAR 1899. 


At the close of the year 1898 the balance in favour of the 
Treasury amounted to Rs.438,866:00, at the close of 1899 it was 
Rs.1,077,715°00, showing an increase of Rs. 638,849-00. 

6591 Ad 
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The Revenue and Expenditure and the Treasury balances of 
the previous five years, at the close of each year, were as 


follows :— 


1898 set ihe sine 7,620,318 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. Nett 

7 a 
1894 8.534 427 8.687 039 e504 
1895 8,273,622 8,488,736 1,254,403 
1896 8,849,181 8,544,736 1,487,557 
1897 7,996,705 8,626,798 899,336 
! 8,131,465 438,866 


The Revenue of 1899 compared with 1898 shows an increase 
of Rs.1,445,994, the principal increases being : — 


Customs and Harbour ae ... Rs.753,896 
Licenses and Excise, &c._.... Be 346,629 
Railways oat as Bate 307,913 


The Expenditure of the year 1899 was in excess of that of 
1898 by Rs.275,762. This was caused by the extraordinary ex- 
penditure on account of the plague in 1899, amounting 
to Rs.562,413. There was also an increase of quarantine ex- 
penditure due to the same cause. 


From the above return for the five years preceding 1899, it will 
be seen that the Revenue is the largest the Colony has realised 
during the last six years, and if we look further back still, we 
find that the only Revenue year exceeding it was 1882, when the 
Revenue was Rs.9,551,635, and the Expenditure Rs.8,280,107, 
leaving a surplus of Rs.1,271,528. 


The prospects of the coming crop are exceedingly favourable 
owing to the absence of hurricanes or droughts this year, and 
thanks to an exceptionally good season. It is expected that under 
a continuation of these favourable circumstances the crop for 


1900 to 1901 will be in excess of that of 1898-99. 


The cultivation of small holdings, chiefly by the Indian popu- 
lation, is steadily increasing, and this, with the good harvests, 18 
the explanation of the large increase in the sugar crops of late 


years. These small cultivators receive remunerative prices from 


the mill-owners, who crush their canes. There is keen competi- 
tion among the mill-owners, which will probably result in an 


enhanced price being given for canes during next crop. With 
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these altered conditions of culture and with improved machinery, 
capable of extracting the maximum quantity of sugar from the 
cane, Mauritius will, it is to be hoped, be able to hold its own in 
the sugar markets of the world. 


TAXATION. 


The principal changes introduced in the laws relating to taxa- 
tion in 1899 were as follows :— 


1. Customs duties Ordinance No. 10 of 1899.—The surcharge 
of customs duties, 10 per cent., imposed by Ordinance No. 52 of 
1898 was increased to 20 per cent. from 12th July. This sur- 
charge was to provide additional ways and means for meeting the 
public expenditure of the Colony in connection with the plague. 


2. Iixcise Ordinance No. 11 of 1899.—An equivalent duty to 
the surcharge on customs duties imposed by Ordinance No. 10 
of 1899 was, by this Ordinance, imposed on spirits and wines 
manufactured in the Colony. The two last-mentioned Ordinances 
were temporary, and were not extended bevond 31st December, 


1899. 
3. Bonded Warehouse Ordinance No. 17 of 1899.—By this 


Ordinance a duty of Rs.5, per six calendar months, for each 
warehouse or part of a warehouse under Crown lock, appointed 
and approved by the Collector of Customs under the provisions 
of Article 57 of Ordinance 28 of 1892, was added to the License 
Tariff (Schedule A of Ordinance 24 of 1895), the duty being pay- 
able in advance from date of notification of approval of the 
Collector in the Gazette. 


4. Ordinance 49 of 1899.—By this Ordinance a surcharge of 
10 per cent. is levied on all sums paid as customs duty on goods 
imported into Mauritius on or before the 31st December, 1900. 
This Ordinance was to come into force on Ist January, 1900, and 


to lapse on 31st December, 1900. 


5. Ordinance No. 50. of 1899—Customs and Excise Duties.— 
This Ordinance repealed Item 159 of Schedule B to Ordinance 
No. 29 of 1895, as amended by Ordinance No. 30 of 1896, and re- 
placed it by an enactment showing the following modifica- 
tions: —The duty of Rs.7-65, and the further duty of Rs.1:32 per 
degree of alcohol, per hectolitre, was made applicable to all wines 
contained in vessels other than bottles of one litre and less, the 
duty of 8c. per litre on wines in any vessel, not being a cask or 
bottle, of one litre or less, being abolished, and the additional 
duty was made payable proportionately per fraction of a degree, 
instead of the whole duty being payable per degree or fraction of a 
degree. 


The duty on champagne or other sparkling wines has been in- 
creased from Rs.2°40 per dozen bottles, exceeding one litre but 


MauvRITrIvs, 
1899. 
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Mauritius, not exceeding two litres, to Rs.5, and a new item has been intro- 
1899. duced, 7.¢., not exceeding one litre each per dozen bottles Rs.2°60, 
~~ and not exceeding half a litre each per dozen bottles R.1:25. 


The following new item is added to Schedule B of Ordinance 
No. 29 of 1895: — 


“Carcases of all animals, each R.0°10.” This is a reduction, 
a al duty being ad valorem of 10 per cent., Item 160 of the 
ariff. 


The duty on tea imported was raised from R.0:10 per kilogram 
to R.0-40. 


The first paragraph of Article 5 of Ordinance No. 30 of 1897 
was repealed and replaced by a provision raising the duty on 
wines manufactured in the Colony from Rs.7°65 to Rs.8:42 per 
hectolitre, and the further duty of R.1°32 per degree or fraction 
of a degree of alcohol per hectolitre, and a proportional duty per 
fraction of a degree above 16 degrees, according to Gay Lussac’s 
alcohometer, contained in such wines, was raised to R.1.45. This 
measure was taken to equalise the duties on colonial manufac- 
tured wines and on wines imported. 


Ordinance No. 50 of 1899 came into force on 26th December. 
1899, date of its publication. : 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The Revenue of 1899 was Rs.9,066,313, showing an increase of 
Rs.1,445,995, as compared with the Revenue of 1898, which was 
Rs.7,620.318. , 


The “xpenditure of 1899 was Rs.8,407,227, showing an in- 
crease of Rs.275,762 on the Expenditure of 1898, which was 
Rs.8,1-:1.465. 


The ratio of the Revenue to the population was Rs.23:88 per 
head, and that of the Expenditure Rs.22°12 per head. 


ASsETS AND LIABILITIES ON 3lst DECEMBER, 19! 0. 


(1.) Commissioners of Currency. 


Assets... a ve ... Be.4,704,885°42 
Liabilities pee hee wt 4,699,250-00) 
Balance in favour of Commissioners ... Rs.5,635°42 


ee —————eEeEeEeEeEeE——eee — A a 
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(2.) Government Savings Bank. a 
Assets see sd me ... Rs.2,999,800 — 
Liabilities aks ses =o 2,885,966 
Balance in favour of the Bank sae Rs.113,834 
(3.) Curatelle. 
Assets ar ot a ... Bs.432,296°65 
Liabilities i + abe nes ah 432,296°65 


(4.) ZLreasury Proper. 


Assets ae ine we) R8.2,230,372°29 
Liabilities 8 hs ee 1,152,657°11 
Balance in favour of Treasury ... Rs.1,077,715°18 


PusBLic DEBT. 


The Public Debt stood as follows on 31st December :— 
Savanne Railway 44 per cent debentures, £ 8. 
payable by annual drawings oe 46,693 10 


Moka Railway 4 per cent. debentures, 
payable by annual drawings in and 


from 1884 S2 we pase 600 0 
Consolidated 4 per cent. debentures, pay- | 
able by annual drawings from 1882... 62,500 0 


Mauritius Inscribed Stock 4 per cent., 
under Ordinances 1 & 22 of 1887 (in- 
cluding the loan made for the Mare- 
aux-Vacoas £36,000) sir ... 482,890 16 


Hurricane Loan, 1892, 3 per cent. Im- 
perial Guaranteed Stock, under Ordi- 
nance 4 of 1892 ... ie ... 600,000 0 


£1,192,184 6 


For the redemption of the debentures and inscribed stock the 
several sinking funds and cash balances in the hands of the 
Trustees on the 3ist December, 1899, amounted to 
£111,524 15s., the amount duly provided by law. 


The sum to the credit of the sinking funds on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1899, showed an increase of £10,872 11s. 9d. on the previous 
year. 


er ee 
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| a Mauritivs, : 
1899. CURRENCY. 
| ngs of currency notes in circulation on 3lst December, 
£ sd. 
Issue of 1848 & 1849 (dollars & cents)... 483 16 5 
! Issue of 1860 (sterling) aa ... 38,639 0 0 
| 4,122 16 6 


Rupee notes issued under Ordinance No. 28 of 1876 :— 


| 1. In the Financial Officer’s vault... Rs.294,250 

: 2. In the hands of the public, including 

; the banks ve a a 3,606,000 
ye Rs.3,900,250 


MUNICIPALITIES AND BOARDS. 


The following is a comparative statement of the total revenue 
and expenditure of the Municipality of Port Louis for the last 
five years :— 


Year. Revenue. | Expenditure. 
| | | Rs. | Rs. 
! ! 1895 oc. wee ee |. 435,805 453,823 
7 | 
| 1896 460,242 459,390 
| “4 
1897 en 7 508,079 =: 510,666 
1898... | #433 597 482,134 
| 1899 - $432,998 424,442 
| 


* Including Rs. 50,000 raised by a loan on account of overflood expenses. 
+ Including Rs. 26,000 raised by a loan for repairs to Grand River 


Suspension Bridge. 
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LocaL BOARDS, 


The following are the statements of revenue and expenditure 
of the Local Boards of Curepipe, Quatre Bornes, and Rose Hill 


and Beau Bassin for the last five years : — 


Curepipe. 


Year. Receipts. Expenditure. 


Re. 
48,884.83 
49,601.24 
55,531.87 
57,550.88 
59,085.14 


Rs. 
51,493.79 
1896 See je 52,600.51 
1897 se sts 59,024.04 
13898 aa sis 59,863.74 
61,568.61 


Quatre Bornes.* 


(1896 ose aes 8,900.10 2,957.24 
et) re 9,895.44 10,210.76 
1898 as 9,191.79 8,838.71 | 
| 1899 kee 9,831.74 9,689.68 | 
| 


Beau Bassin and Rose Hill.* 


1896 nae 26,540.00 22,410.26 

1897 ... ws |, 26,618.87 24,584.76 | 
1898 gue 24,743.98 20,439.04 | 
1899. a 27,603.50 23,626.60 : 


* NotTr.—These Boards have only been in existence for four years. 


MAURITIUS, 
1899. 
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The rate of imports and exports per head of population was as Ma Garris 
1899. 


follows :— 
— 1898. | 1899. 
Rs. Ra. 
Imports ... sa 74.76 74.23 
Exports ... des 34.10 72.12 


os = — = - es a ews Roe ee he: -_ an ee rl 


Excluding specie and bullion, exchange and charges, the state- 
ment® shows that there has been a falling off on imports during 
the years 1896, 1897, 1898 as compared with 1895, whilst the 
year 1899 shows an increase of nearly two and a half millions of 
rupees as compared with 1898, or 14°34 per cent., and a decrease 
of one million rupees as compared with 1895, or 5°11 per cent., 
when the value of the imports amounted to the large sum of 
Rs.20,125,402. 


Including specie and bullion, exchange and charges, the year 
1899 shows a slight falling off as compared with 1898, owing: to 
the large quantities of rupees imported from India that year, 
amounting to Rs.4,/69,235, as against Rs.1,092,397 imported in 
1899. 


The proportion of specie and bullion with regard to the value 
of goods imported in 1899 is in the ratio of nearly one to 18. 


Acid Carbolic. 


There has been a large increase in the importation of this dis- 
infectant, due entirely to the prevalence of plague in the Colony. 
‘Lue United Kingdom was the chief supplier, whilst France fur- 
nished us with the drug to the extent of 4,752 kilos., of a declared 
value of Rs.1,148, against 15,956 kilos., of Rs.2,159 in value, of 


British manufacture. 


A fact worthy of notice is that the quantity imported in 1899 
in connection with the plague epidemic is double that which was 
received in 1894, during the small-pox epidemic. 


Acid Phosphoric. 


‘The enhanced prices of the article from the United Kingdom 
may, to a certain extent, be responsible for the decreasing 1m- 
portation of the British article. The effect of the cost price 
upon the importation appears when comparing the quantity re- 
ceived from the United Kingdom, which was 286,218 kilos. in 
1894, as compared with 118,177 in 1899. 


ee ee ——_ Pes — eee feist Sea hee eatin: _ ee 


® Vide statement on page 23. 
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Mavritits, Belgium made its appearance on the market of 1899 with 
1899. 10,000 kilos., at an intrinsic cost price of nearly 30°4 per cent. 
below English prices. 


Apothecary Wares. 


In consequence of large demands and use of patent French 
medicines in the Colony, France shows a vast increase in the 
value of apothecary wares ever since 1895, when the imports 
reached Rs.25,646. 


During 1899 the importation reached Rs.81,285, exclusive of 
charges and exchange, as against Rs.36,545, imported from the 
United Kingdom in that year. In 1895 the importation from 
the United Kingdom was about 50 per cent. in excess of the 
value of French goods received in Mauritius, whilst in 1899 it 

~ is almost the reverse in favour of goods from France. 


Beef, Salted. 


The United States of America supplied the market with nearly 
75 per cent. of the whole quantity imported during the year 1899. 
The importation from the United Kingdom, which had fallen in 
1898 to the figure of 9,513 kilos., of a value of Rs.3,424, showed 
signs of increase during the past year, when the quantity re- 
‘ceived amounted to 21,667 kilos., of a declared value of Rs.6,857. 


Butter. 


An increase in the supply from the United Kingdom took 
place during 1899 as compared with the quantity of the previous 
year. 


The weight of this article from Denmark—whence the impor- 
tation is the largest—has increased 33 per cent., and has more 
than doubled in value during 1899. 


Decreases are shown in the importation from the United States. 


Coals. 


Coals do not offer any special point of interest, with the ex- 
seption that the largest supplies are still derived from the United 
Kingdom. In 1899 32,558,408 kilos. were imported from the 
United Kingdom, or 200 per cent. more than the aggregate 
quantity of 15,590,319 kilos. from other competitive countries, 
which stand in the following order for their supplies : — 


Australia, India, Natal, China, France. 
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Coffee. 


On the whole, the quantity imported in 1899 compares very 
poorly with the stock received in previous years. Decreases 
have occurred in receipts from Java, whose exportation to this 
Colony fell by 50 per cent. as compared with 1898. Slight in- 
creases, however, have taken place from India, Algeria, and the 
United States. 


Rice. 


China and Hong Kong, which supplied a certain quantity of 
this article previous to 1899, have hardly sent any in that year. 
This decline is due to the low prices obtained for Chinese and 
Hong Kong rice as compared with Indian rice. 


Cotton Goods. 


There has been a large advance made in the importation of 
these goods from the United Kingdom in 1899. The value 
shipped to this port has risen by nearly 50 per cent. when com- 
pared with 1898. This may be accounted for by the importation 
of greater quantities of cheaper goods, which are exclusively used 
by the poorer classes of the people of Mauritius. 


Irons of all Sorts. 
The advantageous position over other countries is still main- 
tained by the United Kingdom in the trade of irons of all sorts. 


Lard. 


China, the United States, and Continental India are the chicf 
suppliers. 


There has been a large reduction in the quantities imported dur- 
ing 1899 when compared with 1895 and 1897, as follows : — 


1895 565 dd .» 1,049,212 Inlos. 
1897 ite a .. 696,343 _,, 
1899 oer — .. 807,179 _,, 


The falling off in the consumption of hog’s lard is to be attri- 
buted to the high price demanded for this commodity in the 
European markets, which is beyond the reach of the poorer 
classes, who have recourse to cheaper articles for culinary pur- 
poses, such as mustard oil, pistacchio nut oil, &c. 


6591—5 B: 
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Leather-Boots and Shoes. 


Larger quantities of inferior and cheaper qualities for the 
poorer classes have been received from Continental India during 
1899, thus competing with the United Kingdom. France stands, 
with regard to value, second in rank to India, the importation 
from France having been of Rs.20,301 worth in 1899, showing 
a decrease of nearly 30 per cent. when compared with the impor- 
tation of 1898, which amounted to Rs.27,299 worth. 


The importation from the United Kingdom 1s valuec 
at Rs.2,407, as against Rs.7,281 for the previous year. 


The quality and make of the articles are not generally appreci- 
ated by the well-to-do classes of the inhabitants, who prefer the 
foreign article to the more substantial British boot. 


Matches. 


One-tenth of the total quantity of matches imported into 
Mauritius in 1899 was from countries other than Japan and 
Sweden. The last-mentioned countries have supplied this 
market with cheaper matches, and they will undoubtedly long 
retain their hold on this industry. 


Pork, Salted. 


The importation from the United States has remained nearly 
stationary during 1899, when the imports were 19,984 kilos. 


The importation from the United Kingdom, which was. 
26,515 kilos. in 1895, fell to 12,269 in 1897. This is due to the 
competition of the United States, the prices of pork, salted, im- 
ported therefrom being lower than that of the British market. 


In 1899 the importation from the United Kingdom was 14,473 
kilos., against 11,115 kilos. received in 1898. 


Silk, Satin, and Ribbons. 


There has been a large increase in the importation of silk 
goods from the United Kingdom and France during 1899. These 
two countries have supplied goods of a declared value of Rs.20,539 
during the last year, whilst in 1898 the imports were only 
Rs.8,218. This is due to the more prosperous state of the Colony 
+n 1899. There has been a falling off in the supplies from China, 
India, and Pondichery since 1895. The disease called “ pebrine,” 
reported by Handels as having attacked the silkworms in China 
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in past years, may have influenced the production of this article 


in such a way as to increase the market value of the silk to such © 


an extent as to lessen the export from these countries. 


Spirits— Brandy. 


Our chief supplies are of French manufacture in this line. 
Germany has appeared on the market in 1899 with a total quan- 
tity of 431 litres of Rs.500 in value. 


Spirits— Whisky. 


There has been an increase of 6,000 litres from the United 
Kingdom. This increase advantageously replaces a decrease in 
the importation of brandy from the United Kingdom in 1899 as 
compared with 1898. 


The United Kingdom is our chief supplier. 


LTobacco— Manufactured. 


The United States of America, on account of the cheapness 
of this article, which is much prized by the poorer classes, has 
maintained the first rank for past years. 


The quantity imported from America in 1894 was 27,967 kilos., 
as compared with 25,933 kilos. from Reunion Island. Whuilst 
the importation from Reunion in 1899 was 31,698 kilos., the 
American produce reached the large figure of 85,555 kilos., re- 
presenting more than half of the total quantity imported into 
the Colony that year. 


IXX PORTS. 
Aloe Fibre. 


There has been a decidedly large increase in the manufacture 
and exportation of this article, consequent upon the war going 
on in Manilla. Nearly all the fibre mills here have been very 
active in the production of this textile. 


The quantity exported in 1895 was 1,311,838 kilos., of a de- 
clared value of Rs.406,736. In 1898 it increased to 1,494,928 
kilos., of the value of Rs.427,112, and in 1899 the quantity ex- 
ported has reached the high figure of 2,249,809 kilos., of the 
value of Rs.566,030. The difference in favour df 1899 is 
754,881 kilos., of the value of Rs.138,918. Nine-tenths of our 


MAURITIUS 
1899. 


produce has been exported to the United Kingdom, the. 


remainder has been distributed among Germany, France, India, 


and Holland. 
6591 7 B3 
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ae Molasses. 


- The quantity exported in 1899 was 12,681,205 kilos. of the 
value of Rs.275,534, as compared with 12,967,400 kilos. of the 
value of Rs.335,580 for 1898. The exportation has been en- 
tirely to India, except 125 kilos. to America. 


Hides, Tanned. 


Show a decrease in value when compared with 1898. The 
figures stood thus: — 


1898 ne ae ... Rs,55,318 
1899 an see .» Rs.32,821 


Soap. 


The closing of the Madagascar ports and of Reunion on ac- 
count of plague was the cause of the great falling off in 
the exportation of our Colonial-made soap. The following 
figures will explain this: — ) 


1897 ... 266,455 kilos. of the value of Rs.65,890 
1899 ... 26,532 ,, ie ‘ Rs.6,061 
Rum. 


The exportation, which had fallen off in 1898 on account of 
the Madagagscar ports being practically closed to our rum by 
the prohibitive duties imposed thereon, revived last year, when 
1,468,104 litres of the value of Rs.154,812 were exported. More 
than nine-tenths of the total quantity was exported to the 
United Kingdom. 


Sugar. 


The exportation during 1898 reached 155,000 tons, but this 
high figure has been surpassed in 1899, when the exportation 
amounted to above 164,911 tons, an increase of over 9,000 tons, or 
6°39 per cent. 


India, the United States, the Cape, and Australia receiving 
the bulk of our produce. 


The exportation of foreign goods from Mauritius to Reunion 
and other neighbouring islands was almost nil during the last 
' year, owing to the existence of plague here. 


The following is a statement of the value of imports and 
exports during the five years 1895-99 : — 


a mre mms ce - 
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The following table shows the trade with Madagescar for the 


five years 1895-99, and is interesting as showing the effect of the 
protectionist tariff on the export trade of Mauritius : — 


Inclusive of Charges and Exchange. 


IMPORTS. 


1895. 1896. 1897. 1898 1899. 


Ra. 
383,003 


Rs. 
460,666 


Bs. 
464,518 


Rs. 
481,801 


Produce and Manufacture of the Colony. 


EXPorRts. 


401,882 332,967 176,778 110,226 51,752 


MINES, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


There are no mines in the Colony, and the fisheries produce 


_ barely sufficient for the wants of the inhabitants. 


There is a decreasing export of fish, dry and salted. Salted 


and dried fish are imported in considerable quantities from the 


outlying Dependencies of St. Brandon and Rodrigues, from India 
and South Africa, and occasionally from Muscat. Reunion, 
which in the year 1898 imported salt fish from Mauritius of the 
value of Rs.3,280, did not import any, and the export to Singa- 
pore has greatly fallen off. 


The principal manufactures are rum, aloe fibre, tea, soap, vine- 
gar, and wine. Vanilla is also grown and prepared in the 
Colony for export. 


=e 
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Rum. 


The quantity of rum consumed in the Colony in 1899 was 
978,128 litres; in 1898 it was 801,488 litres; showing an in- 
crease in favour of 1899 of 176,640 litres. 


The quantity exported in 1899 was 1,468,104 litres, chiefly 
to the United Kingdom, which took 1,336,918 litres. Madagas- 
car, formerly our principal market, took none, owing to a pro- 
hibitive duty of 120 francs per hectolitre, imposed by the French 
Government. In 1898 the export was $08,783 litres, of which 
366,262 litres to the United Kingdom and 400,008 litres to 
France; this latter amount due to exceptional circumstances, a 
special shipment, owing to a decrease in potato spirit produced 
in Russia in 1899; showing an increase in favour of 1899 of 
639,421 litres. ; 

The excise duty on rum in 1899 amounted to Rs.1,359,677 : 


MAURITIUS, 
1899, 


in 1898 it was Rs.1,067,604; showing an increase on 1898 of . 


Rs.292,073. 

The export of rum is free. 

There were 29 distilleries in the island capable of being worked 
in 1899, of which only eight were under licence and working 
during the year. 


Fibre. 


This manufacture, owing to the war in the Philippine Islands, 
which paralysed the fibre industry there, and to a consequent 
rise in prices in the British market, took a considerable exten- 
sion in 1899; there were 60 factories working against 30 in the 
previous year. 

The whole of this produce is exported. The average selling 
price in the Colony in 1899 was Rs.375 a ton. 

The exports in 1899 amounted to 2,249,809 kilos. ; in 1898 the 
exports were 1,494,928 kilos.; showing an increase in 1899 of 
754,881 kilos. 


Tea. 


There are four factories in the Colony and several plantations, 
covering approximately 200 acres. The tea made is nearly all 
consumed in the Colony. In 1898 there were five factories and 
367 acres under cultivation. The average selling price in 1898 
and 1899 was R.1.20 per kilo. 

The approximate quantity manufactured in 1899 was 27,000 
kilos., of which only 2,585 were exported, chiefly to the United 
Kingdom. In 1898 it was 40,000 kilos., of which 7,266 kilos. 
were exported, chiefly to Madagascar. The year 1899 shows an 
approximate decrease of 13,000 kilos. 
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The coming crop is estimated to exceed that of 1899. 


The aloe fibre and tea factories pay no licence, and no precise 
statistics are obtainable the information is as approximate as 
possible. 


Soap. 


There are three small factories in the island, which produced 
in 1899, 416,712 kilos. ; in 1898, 502,044 kilos. 


_The exports in 1898 were 292,356 kilos.; in 1899 only 26,532 
kilos.; showing a decrease in 1899 of 265,824 kilos. 


The decrease in 1899 is due to the closing of the Madagascar 
market, owing to prevalence of plague in this Colony. 


Vinegar. 


This is a new industry. There is only one factory, which pro- 
duced 51,605 litres. A licence of Rs. 50 per half-year is paid for 
this industry. The excise duty amounted to Rs.475. The ex- 
cise duty is equivalent to the import duty. 


The vinegar is manufactured from rum, issued free of duty, 
and the manufacture is carried on in a special warehouse, ap- 
proved by the Receiver-General, under the supervision of an 
Inspector of Distilleries, at the expense of the manufacturer. 
The export is free, and the quantity exported in 1899 amounted 
to 242 litres; this was a trial shipment, and will lead to future 
shipments. 


Wine. 


This is also a new industry. The wine (claret) is made from 
the dried raisins. There is only one factory. There is a licence 
of Rs.120 per half-year on this industry, and an excise duty 
equivalent to the import duty on wines is imposed. The quan- 
tity produced in 1899 was 6,467°60 litres. The revenue derived 
from the excise duty was Rs.593°71. 


Vanilla. 


Vanilla is prepared in the island at two or three factories; the 
whole quantity is exported. 

In 1899 the amount exported was 3,709 kilos. ; in 1898, 4,042 
kilos. There is a decrease in 1899 compared with 1898 of 303 
kilos. 
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There are several other small manufactures scarcely worth 
mentioning carried on in the Colony, such as brick-making, 
pottery, woodenwares, and jewellery; this last is, however, 
taking a greater extension, especially in Indian jewellery. The 
imports from India have declined by 58°19 per cent. in 1899 
as compared with 1898. 


In 1899 the total imports from India were valued at Rs.3,112, 
and in 1898 at Rs.8,458; increase Rs.5,346. 


It appears that, bullion being allowed to enter free of duty, 
Indian jewellers import silver and gold bullion, mix it with alloy 
and manufacture Indian jewellery in the Colony, instead of im- 
porting it. 


They thus escape the ad valorem duty. No Indian jewellery 
has been imported since the beginning of the year 1900. 


BoTANICAL GARDENS. 


The Botanic Gardens are divided into three sections, viz. :— 


1. The Pamplemousses Gardens, situated at about 250 feet 
above sea level. 


2. The Reduit Gardens, situated at 1,000 feet above sea level. 


- The Curepipe Gardens, situated at 1,800 feet above sea 
evel. | 


The most important of these are the old Pamplemousses 
Gardens, which are 65 acres in extent. 


Large numbers of useful plants, fruit, and timber trees are 


propagated there, and sent all over the island ; amongst these the 
following are the most important : — 


Economic Plants and Fruit Trees. 
Coffee, litchis, nutmegs, cloves, different varieties of citrus, 


kola, coca, aegle marmelos, pine-apple, bananas, cacao, cocoa- 
nut, manihot, &c. 


Fibres. 


Sanseviera, different varieties of agave, China grass, New Zea- 
land flax, &c. 


Rubber. 


Ceara, para, cryptostegia, vahea. 
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Fodder Plants. 


Teosinte, desmodium tortuosum. 


Canes. 


A collection of 97 varieties. 


A certain number of School Board apprentices, selected by the - 
Schools’ Committee, are sent yearly to the gardens to be trained. 
After a certain time, those that have given satisfaction are pro- 
moted in the Department or recommended for employment in 
private gardens. 


Repvuit GARDENS. 


These form part of the Reduit domain, His Excellency the 
Governor’s residence. 


Part of the ground is under forest; extensive plantations of 
timber trees have lately been made there. .These produce every 
year a large quantity of seeds, which are used for re-afforestation . 
purposes. 


CUREPIPE GARDENS. 


This garden is chiefly used as & nursery for economic plants | 
and timber trees that cannot be successfully grown at Pamp- 
lemousses, owing to the climate. 


Large numbers of seedling exotic plants are raised yearly, 
namely, juniperus, pinus sinensis, eucalyptus, which are either 
sold to the public or used for planting upon the Government lands 
all over the Colony. 


LAND GRANTS. 


The transactions in Crown land in an old country like Mauri- 
tius are insignificant. 


Ten arpents of Crown land were sold in the year 1899, and 
fetched Rs.776. 


——n 
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But if the sale of town land is insignificant the purchase of Mauuitivs, 


‘fixed property by the Indian population is most significant. The 
following return shows the parekases of land by the Indian popu- 
lation for four years: — 


Y Value of 
oa Purchases. 
ar a he hag ee ewe fe ee as: Sr ae = some Y, Al 
| | 
Rs. 

| 
1896 2,401,878 | 
' 1897 1,346,042 | 
1898 2,087,837 | 
1899 1,268,320 


“ 
e 
Total 2.00. ; 7,104,077 


This means that the land is passing from the hands of Creoles 


-of either European or mixed blood into the hands of Indians, 


and, taken in conjunction with the unboubted tendency towards 
the centralisation of the sugar mills, it means the elimination of 
the middle-class proprietor of moderate means. He is being 
gradually squeezed out by the limited liability company on one 
side and the Indian peasant proprietor on the other. 


From the point of view of the economic production of sugar 
this may be, and possibly is, inevitable or even desirable, 
but from the social and moral point of view it means the 
extinction or expatriation of an intelligent, cultivated, and grace- 
ful people, and the substitution of Asiatics for European thought 
and culture. 


In a word, if the present movement continues, Mauritius must 
in a few generations become a purely Indian island, governed 
and administered by a few English officials, some factory 
managers, and a military garrison. 


SHIPPING. 


The following are statements of the shipping entered and 


-cleared in 1899 :— 


1899. 
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There has been an increase of 13,271 tons in British steamers. a 


This is due to the number of steamers that have put into thig 
port, principally during the last quarter of 1899, for coals and 
or cargoes of sugar for Indian ports and Australia. 


The falling off in French steamers is owing to the messageries 
boat, “ Djemnah,” not arriving with the mail in the last quarter 
of the year, and also to the steamer under French flag employed in 
the transport of cattle from Madagascar having been replaced 
by a vessel under the Austrian flag. A break has also occurred 
in the voyages of the French steamer transporting cattle from 
Madagascar. 


The falling off in the tonnage of sailing vessels is, I believe, 
due to the closing of the ports of Reunion and Madagascar to 
goods from this port, on account of the prevalence of plague in 
this island. The trade with the above-named ports was princi- 
pally carried on by small crafts under British flag. 

The unsettled state of South Africa has also much contributed 
to the reduction in the number and tonnage of sailing vessels. 


IIl.—LEGISLATION. 


The legislation for the year 1899 dealt mainly with sanitary 
and other measures rendered necessary for the purpose of deal- 
ing with the plague epidemic. The tendency of these Ordinances 
was to increase the powers of the Medical Director, and to make 
his Department practically despotic, with power to enter any 
house during the day or night and order such measures as they 
might think fit. 


An important Education Ordinance (No. 33) was passed, which 
completely remodelled the system of education in the Colony. 
A Director of Public Instruction is to be appointed—the Council 
of Education is to be abolished, together with its Committees. 


Advisory Committees of primary and secondary educatien are 
to be nominated. 


The system of State-aided schools was put on a sounder basis 
and the financial arrangements improved. 


The effect of the new Ordinance will probably be greater effici- 
ency and closer supervision of the denominational schools, as 


well as improved technical education. 


Some Ordinances were passed, mainly of a_ patch-work 
character, amending previous laws, the most important being 
“The Public Officers’ Guarantee Ordinance,” which establishes 
a guarantee fund for public officers. 
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Another important law was ‘‘ The Divorce and Judicial Separa- 
tion Amendment Ordinance,” which introduces the English 
system of divorce by petition, allows damages to be claimed, and 
abolishes the French system of imprisonment for adultery. 


Some Ordinances were passed for increasing taxation. These 
were necessitated by the increased expenditure due to plague. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
PRIMARY EDUCATION. 


Primary education in Mauritius is carried on by means of 
Government schools and State-aided schools. The Government 
schools are practically undenominational, though the clergy have 
access to scholars of their own faith. The State-aided schools 
are practically denominational, though, as will be seen from a 
table given lower down, they accept all religions. 


There are also two Royal College schools which are preparatory 
achools for the Royal College. 


At the end of 1899 there were 176 primary schools in opera- 
tion. divided as follows :— 


Government and secular schools .. 8 
Aided and denominational rare .. 98 
176 


In all primary schools the teaching of the English and French 
languages is obligatory. 


The number of pupils under instruction last year was 19,181 
on roll, and 11,945, or 62:27 per cent., in average attendance. 
The low percentage of attendance is to be accounted for by the 
plague, the inoculation scare, and quarantines enforced by 
planters on their estates. 

The Government schools include the following categories : — 

1. First grade first division in which no result payments are 
made. 


2. First grade second division 
3. Second grade full time 
4. Second grade half time 


in which teachers are paid 
fixed salaries and result grants. 


"eg: = 
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In 1899 there were :— 


Thirteen first grade first division schools with 2,598 pupils on 
roll and 1,482 in average attendance. In these 1, 585 pupils were 
presented for examination, 821 or 51°79 per cent. of whom passed. 


Thirty-five first grade second division schools with 5,069 pupils 
on roll and 3,149 in average attendance. These presented 3,117 
pupils for examination, 2,128 of whom or 68°27 per cent. passed. 


Twenty-four second grade full time schools with 1,724 pupils 
on roll and 1,031 in average attendance. 882 pupils were pre- 
sented for examination in these schools, and 565 or 64:05 per 
cent. passed. 

Six second grade half time schools with 386 pupils on roll and 
222 in average attendance. These sent up for examination 174 
pupils, of whom 102 or 58°62 per cent. passed. 

The denominational-aided schools stood as follows in 1899 :— 

Roman Catholic.-—64 schools, educating 6,844 scholars on roll 
and 4,433 in average attendance. In these schools 3,477 pupils 
were presented for examination, 2,484 or 71°44 per cent. of whom 
passed. 

Church of England.—31 schools with 2,195 pupils on roll and 
1,387 in average attendance. 1,167 pupils were presented for 
examination and 760 or 65°12 per cent. passed. 

Presbyterian Mission.—Two schools, which had 170 pupils on 
roll and 121 in average attendance. 119 were examined and 74 
or 62°18 per cent. passed. 

Mahomedan.—One school with 195 pupils on roll and 120 in 
average attendance. This school presented 104 pupils for exami- 
nation and 42 or 40 per cent. passed. 

With regard to their race the scholars attending the primary 
schools last year are to be classified as follows : — 

Government schools :— 


Children of European or African descent... 6,781 


Indians and Indo-Mauritians ... ... 2,996 
Aided schools : — 

Of European or African descent ... J. 6,277 

Indians or Indo-Mauritians - 3,127 


With reference to Creed, they stood as hereunder in 1899 :— 
In Government schools : — 


Roman Catholics ois she ... 6,703 
Church of England _... ae . 206 
Other Christian Sects ... ae ae 106 
Mahomedans ee sts ie 878 
Hindoos Stee io ak ... 1,764 


6591 C8 


MavrirTI08, 
1899. 


MAvRITIUS, 
1899, 


38 COLONIAL BEPORTS—ANNUAL. 


In the Roman Catholic aided schools: — 
Roman Catholics eae ist ... 5,976 
Church of England _... sie me 24 
Other Christian Sects ... a ise 20 
Mahomedans ee sae w. «= 2 
Hindoos re wise ee ... 608 
In the Church of England schools: — 
Roman Catholics ro Sed .. 641 
Church of England _... ne .. 283 
Other Christian Sects ... ss ane 6 
Mahomedans ... bos bes .. 310 
Hindoos ek ae i ... 1,085 
In the Presbyterian Mission Schools: — 
Roman Catholics sat se ioe 81 
Church of England _.... a a2 7 
Other Christian Sects ... sod a 63 
Mahomedans he nat st 15 
Hindoos bie ee ce Mee 15 
In the Mahomedan school : — 
Roman Catholics “ee is aoe 40 
Church of England _... dis oe 6 
Mahomedans siesd mee = 62 
Hindoos ae ade act .. 100 


The foregoing tables are certainly curious, especially the last, 
‘and furnish evidence of a very liberal tone in regard to religious 


questions. 


Exclusive of the cost of administration, maintenance of Govern- 
ment buildings, scholarships, and books and stationery for sale 
to the schools, and of industrial apprenticeships, Government 
expended in 1899 on primary schools a sum of Rs.292,125°28. 


The cost per pupil was :— 
In Government schools ae ... Rs.15°86 
In Aided schools... = ae 10°93 


With regard to industrial, technical, and agricultural schools, 
there are none properly so-called. The only attempt towards 
technical and industrial education in the Colony lies in the yearly 
selection, after examination, of seven lads, coming from any 
school, five for training at the Plaine Lauzun workshops, and 
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two at the Botanical Gardens. At.Plaine Lauzun these appren- Ma 


tices are taken on for five years, and at the Botanical Gardens 
for four years, each set receiving wages which increase yearly. 
At the end of 1899 there were 20 apprentices at Plaine Lauzun, 
and eight at the Botanical Gardens. 


whe teaching staff in the primary schools in 1899 comprised : — 
In the Government schools: — 
63 Masters. 
15 Mistresses. 
75 Assistants. 
120 Monitors and monitresses. 
In the Aided schools :— 
96 Head teachers. 
94 Assistants. 


The weak point in the system is that many of the teachers are 
not properly qualified as such, and that the possession of a cer- 
tificate is not always a guarantee of competence as a teacher. 


SECONDARY EDUCATION, 


The Royal College provides secondary education for boys, and 
with its two schools, as well as with the associated schools, aims 
at providing a higher class of primary education than is attain- 
able at the Government schools, or the ordinary State-aided 
schools. The headquarters, which were formerly situated in 


- Port Louis, have, on account of the plague epidemic, been tem- 


porarily moved to Curepipe. 


The College itself is affiliated to the University of London. 


There are 24 schools associated with the Royal College and two 
Royal College schools. 


The average attendance for the year 1899 was as follows : — 


Royal College proper... sigs ... 203 
Royal College school, Port Louis ... .. 61 
Royal College school, Curepipe ... ... 156 


The revenue from school fees and sale of books was Rs.30,/29, 
and the total expenditure, including salaries, was Rs.182,411. 


Two English scholarships, z.e., scholarships intended to main- 
tain the successful competitors at English universities or techni- 
cal colleges, are granted every year, and reports are regularly 
received as to the progress of the successful scholars. 
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| : Mauritius, |The new Education Ordinance passed in 1899 is likely. when 

1899. the newly-constituted Director of Public Instruction assumes 

| Office, to introduce modifications in the educational system pur- 
sued at the Royal College. Itis not necessary therefore to waste 


| 
i, 
| , space on further description of details which may soon become 
r obsolete. 


4 

\\ 

t A fairly full account will be found in the Report for the year 
| 1898 : ° 


’ 
ea But it may be observed that the weak points of the Mauritius 
Educational system are :— 


od. Deficient technical education. The average Mauritian boy 
a is in poor circumstances, and his first requirement is to be taught 
how to earn his living. 


! 
| 

| They cannot all become doctors or lawyers, and a purely 
| scholastic training, however desirable from the point of view of 
| general culture, is practically a drug in the market. 

| 


2. The second defect is the absence of school life, with all that 
it means at an English public school. It is not necessary to 
dwell at any length on the training, both physical and moral, 
afforded by English public school life, nor of its effect on the 

| formation of character. It will be sufficient to say that, owing 
| to local conditions, the Royal College lacks facilities for this 
| training, and that there are, owing to climatic and social con- 
ditions, great difficulties in the way of supplying it. 
; | But the problem is fully recognised as one requiring solution, 
, and there need be no fear that the matter will escape considera- 
tion. | 
| All classes are beginning to recognise that, owing to the in- 
: crease of population, their boys may have to fight the battle of 
life outside the island of Mauritius, and that they must be fully 
| equipped mentally, morally, and physically for the struggle of 
| competition in other countries or colonies. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


HOSPITALS. 


are ten hospitals in Mauritius, supported and controlled by the 
Government. During the year 1899 there were 15,147 patients 


treated in these hospitals. 


1 These figures do not include plague hospitals or plague patients, 
_ which will be dealt with separately. 


| 
| 

| Including the civil, prison, and reformatory hospitals, there 
| 
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The mortality in the public hospitals for the year 1899 was 


-was as follows: — 


Ist Quarten — ae .. 219 
2nd see ee ... 86] 
ord es 263 
4th 3 221 

Total ne aod ... 1,064 


The largest number of malarial fever cases far exceeded those 
-of any other illness, the numbers being : — 


Intermittent sae Ss ... 03,969 
Remittent _— wes Sas 134 
Pernicious er sai Sas 49 


But it will be readily understood that malarial fever is answer- 
able for many more cases of illness than are brought to account 
under that heading—for anemia, debility, and other diseases are 
often traceable to attacks of malarial fever. There were 322 
cases of anemia and 5(4 of general debility, probably traceable 
to poverty or previous attacks of malaria. 


There were 1,902 cases of disease of the respiratory system, and 
the Medical Superintendent of the Port Louis Civil Hospital re- 
ports a great increase of pulmonary phthisis amongst the lower 
classes of the population. 

The patients of the Civil Hospital of Port Louis, owing to the 
discovery of plague-infected rats in the linen room of the hos- 
pital, were transferred in April 1899 to the Royal College build- 
ings, a much healthier site. The Medical Superintendent in 
charge reports very favourably of the change. 

Some deficiencies have been reported in the hospitals, which 
have been remedied. Proper lying-in wards are being provided 
where possible, and the drainage and water supply are receiving 
attention. 

Altogether, it may be said that the hospitals have benefited 
by expenditure on improved sanitation, brought about by the 
plague epidemic. There has been a determination, not only to 
set our houses, but our hospitals in order. 


Poor HovusEs AND ASYLUMB. 


Poor Law relief is under the administration of a Poor Law 
Commissioner, a Government officer, assisted by a regular staff 
and Poor Law officers. The principal asylum is the Barkly 
Asylum, situated at Beau Bassin. 


The Barkly Asylum is divided into four branches, namely, 
- (a) the hospital for the treatment of the sick poor; (5) the asylum 
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proper, for the reception and maintenance of old and infirm. 
paupers; (c¢c) the lunatic branch wards, for the reception and 
maintenance of harmless, insane paupers from the General 
Lunatic Asylum; and (d) the orphanage. 


During the year 1899 the Barkly Asylum Hospital received 
2,827 pauper patients for treatment: 2,499 were discharged, 246 
me and the number remaining on the 3lst December amounted 


The number of infirm paupers admitted into the asylum 
amounted to 370; 248 were discharged, four died, and the number: 
remaining on the 3lst December, 1899, amounted to 118. 


_ The number of harmless lunatics admitted amounted to 122; 
six were discharged and 16 died, the number remaining on the 
3lst, December, 1899, amounted to 100. 


The number of pauper orphan children admitted amounted to 
131; 88 were discharged and one died, the number remaining 
on the 3lst December, 1899, amounted to 42 (exclusive of 14 
of them, who were under treatment in hospital). 


The expenditure incurred for the Barkly Asylum (exclusive 
of the hospital, which is under the management of the Medical 
and Health Department) for the year 1899, including every item 
of expense, amounted to Rs.40,164°16. 


Those pauper inmates of the Barkly Asylum who are able to 
do some light work, such ascleaning the garden, sewing, &c., are 
bound by the regulations to do so. (Vide Part V. of the Poor 
Law Commissioners’ Annual Report for 1899.) 


Poor Houses. 
(1.) The Convent Branch Infirmaries, 


In addition to the Barkly Asylum there are throughout the 
Colony six Convent branch infirmaries or asylums, namely :— 


(a2) One at Rempart Street, into which 151 old and infirm 
paupers were admitted in 1899; 39 were discharged, 62 died, 
and the number remaining on the 3lst December amounted to 


50. 


(b) The second at Belle Rose, Quatre Bornes, into which 156 
infirm paupers were admitted; of these 40 were discharged, 29 
died, and the number remaining on the 31st December amounted 


to 87. 


(c) The third at Pamplemousses, into which 101 infirm paupers 
were admitted; of these 17 were discharged and 44 died, the 
number remaining on the 31st December amounted to 40. 
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(d) The fourth at Calebasses, into which 206 infirm paupers 
were admitted in 1899; of these 51 were discharged and 48 died, 
the number remaining on the 3lst December, 1899, amounted to 
112. 


(e) The fifth at Chemin Grenier, Savanne, in which 12 in- 
firm paupers were maintained during the year 1899; of these 
two were discharged and none died, and the number remaining 
on the 3lst December, 1899, amounted to 10. 


(f) The sixth at St. Julien, Flacq, at which 11 infirm paupers 
were maintained during the year 1899; of these none were dis- 


charged and one died, and the number remaining on the 31st 
December, 1899, amounted to 10. 


The cost of maintenance of these branch infirmaries for 1899 
amounted to Rs.40,499-23. 


(2.) The St. Lazare Leper Asylum. — 


There is also the leper asylum (St. Lazare) in the district of 
Port Louis, into which 202 pauper lepers were maintained in 
1899; 29 were discharged, 24 died, and the number remaining 
on the 3lst December amounted to 149. 


The amount paid by the Government for the maintenance and 
treatment of pauper lepers at St. Lazare during the year 1899 
was Rs.36,141°44. 


(3.) Convent Orphanages. 


Pauper orphan children are also maintained in the several Con- 
vent orphanages at the expense of the Poor Law Commission. 


(a) At Rempart Street, 43 were admitted in 1899; 14 were 
discharged, one died, and 28 were at the institution on 31st 
December. 


(>) At La Paix Street, seven were admitted, of whom none 
were discharged or died. 


(c) At Canal Street, 20 were admitted; two were discharged, 
one died, and 17 were remaining on 31st December, 1899. 


(d) At Grand Port six were admitted, of whom none were dis- 
charged or died. 


(ce) At Moka seven were admitted, of whom none were dis- 


charged or died. 


The sum paid by the Government for the maintenance of 
pauper orphans in these several Convent orphanages during 1899 
amounted to Rs.4,966°61. 
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Poor Law RELIEF aND CHARITABLE GRANTS, 


Poor Law relief is granted by the Poor Law Commissioner, as 


follows: — 


1. To the sick and their families. 
. To old and infirm paupers and their families. 
. To pauper lunatics and their families. 


. To children whose parents are paupers. 


. To orphan children. 


or mm CO 0% 


Such relief consists of rice, money, medical assistance, medi- 
cine, and medical comforts (fresh beef, bread, wine, milk, &c.). 


The sum expended for relief im cash and rice for the year 
1899 amounted to Rs.29,082°54. 


Small pecuniary grants are also made from the Governor’s 
charitable allowance fund, through the Poor Law Commissioner, 
and these grants constitute a great boon to the poor, who are 
thus afforded the means of buying clothes, paying arrears of 
house rent, &c. | 


The sum paid for these charitable grants during the year 1899 
amounted to Rs.2,609°65. 


The total expenditure of the Poor Law Department for the 
year 1899 amounted to Rs.193,166°31, against Rs.202,421°87 for 
the preceding year, showing a decrease of Rs.9,255-56. 


There has been a total decrease of 14,168 persons relieved dur- 
ing the year 1899 as compared with the preceding year. 


INCREASE OR DECREASE OF POVERTY. 


Poverty is, nevertheless, tending gradually to increase in 
Mauritius, and more especially in Port Louis. 


The system of Poor Law Relief adopted is, however, open to 
criticism, as the labour test is rarely applied. The effect being 
that pauperism is in many cases encouraged, and that persons 
who are undeserving receive relief. But the extreme poverty 
of the lower classes in Mauritius and their debilitated condi- 
tion, a condition promoted by poverty and malaria, renders it 
extremely difficult to apply the labour test on a large scale. The 
whole question of Poor Law relief is at present under the con- 
sideration of the Government. 
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REFORMATORY. 


During the year 1899 there were altogether 301 boys in the 
reformatory. The daily average was 81:4, and amongst these 
there was an average of 5:21 sick. There were no deaths) The 
occupation and instruction of the boys was the same as in the 
year 1898, and the same remarks apply. The reformatory 1s a 
boys’ prison rather than a reformatory. The boys do not stay 
long enough to permit of any genuine work in the way of reform, 
whilst the classification and separation of the hopeful cases from 
the more vicious and hopeless cases is not possible under the 
existing system. It is hoped that under the new Education Ordi- 
nance, which will take practieal effect after the arrival of the new 
Director of Public Instruction, this matter will receive attention. 


Savines BANK. 


The amount deposited in 1899 was Rs.1,000,142 This amount 
compared with the deposits of 1898 shows an increase of 
Rs.131.368, the deposits in 1898 being Rs.868,774. 


The amount withdrawn in 1899 was Rs. 988,628, showing a 
decrease on the preceding year of Rs.108,119, the sum withdrawn 
in 1898 being Rs.1,096,747. 


The total sum standing to the credit of depositors, at the end 
of 1899, including the interest due to them, was Rs.2,885,942:01. 


Of this sum Rs.1,297,969 belonged to the Indian population, 
showing an increase of Rs.44,176 on the preceding year. _ 


The number of depositors increased from 24,226 in 1898 to 
24,784 in 1899; of these 10,454 were of the Indian population, 
being an increase of 81 on the previous year. 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
POLICE. 


The total effective strength of the police force, as allowed by 
Government, was 709 on the 31st December, 1899: the actual 
strength, however, was 706 (the force having been reduced to 
the strength laid down in Schedule A of Ordinance No. 16 of 
1893, z.e., 708, plus one Ist class constable taken on). 


MAURITIUS, 
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The nationalities of these 706 men were 18 in number, and 
composed of 41 Europeans, 493 natives of Mauritius, 159 Indians, 
one Arab, two Americans, one Australian, one New Zealander, 
one native of British Guiana, two of Cape of Good Hope, one of 
Madagascar, and four of Reunion Island. 


Eighty-one constables were enlisted during 1899, of whom 11 
were dismissed as unlikely to make efficient constables. The - 
total number of dismissals during the year was 27. 


Two hundred and thirty-one sub-officers and constables were 
in possession of the silver and bronze good-conduct medals on» 
the 3lst December, 1899. 


PRISONS. 


There are two prisons in Mauritius, which are distinct from the - 
police “lock-ups.” 


The Port Louis prison is used for prisoners waiting trial and 
for prisoners after sentence waiting transfer to the central prison 
at Beau Bassin. 


Of the two, the Port Louis prison, though the older and in- 
ferior prison, is the healthier. 


The Beau Bassin prison, though an admirable prison, built 
on the best English model, with spacious yards and grounds, all 
well kept, has hitherto proved to be unhealthy. The prevailing 


diseases being dysentery and malarial fever. 


Efforts have been made to trace these diseases to their cause 
and various improvements have been effected. The surface 
drainage has been put in thorough repair, verandahs have been 
added to the prison hospitals, and shelter sheds have been 
erected to protect the prisoners whilst at work. 


But nevertheless the sickness continues, and orders have been 
given to fill in all holes in the neighbourhood of the prisons that 
hold water afterrain. The bush or fe in the neighbourhood 
of the prisons is being cleared, an orders have been issued to 
take greater precautions in regard to the drinking water used 
by the prisoners whilst working on the roads. 


Additional precautions are being enforced to prevent the con- 
tamination of the Mare aux Vacoas water in the prison itself. 
This water supply if not contaminated is perfectly healthy and . 
free from all injurious matter. 
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CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 
‘The following are the Criminal Statistics for the year 1899 :—- 


(1.) Offences. 


Table showing the number of offences reported to the Police: 
or to the Magistrates during 1899 :— 


st 


Total No. 


Preedial again Other 
of Offences Property other 
reported. Larceny.® than Preedial Offences 
Larceny.t 


21,585 1,428 288 


2,723 | 17,146 


* By “ Preedial larceny ” is meant the offences, prevalent in sugar-growi 
and coolie-importing colonies, of robbing provision grounds and homesteads. 

tT Including both offences against rights of property and injuries to the: 
subjects of property. 


(2.) Apprehensions and Summonses. 


Table showing the number of persons brought before the 
Courts of the District and Stipendiary Magistrates of Mauritius, 
by arrest or summons, for offences, and how their cases were 
disposed of in the Magistrates’ Courts during 1899 :— 


Number | 
discharged ! 
Number 
f t : ON 
of prase- of side Number of raed 
cution by | of persons committed 


party com- iccicaad summarily, for trial 


convicted.' at the 
orfor , 0° the | Assizes. 


817 | 48 


Offences against the person 263 
Preedial larceny a aes 10 252 — 
Offences against property* 1,095 — 1,326 17 
other than preedial larceny. 
Offences against the law 881 1,867 = 
relating to masters and 
servants, including Acts 
relating to indentured 
coolies. 
Jther offences “a Sie 835 13,554 — 


Total number’ of persons 3,084 1,665 17,816 65 


summoned or apprehended. 


Note.—Purely civil cases in which Magistrates exercise jurisdiction are 


not included in this table. 
* Including both offences against rights of property and injuries to the. 


subjects of property. 
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Mavgirius. 
Comparative Table. 1899. 


Comparative table showing the number of offences, apprehen- 
sions, convictions, and acquittals for the last four years :— 


a8 : 
one’ 1899. | 1898. 1897. | 1896. 


The number of offences known to | 21,585 | 33,803 | 35,571 | 36,212 
the police or the magistrates. 


The number of persons apprehended | 24,244! 28,945 | 32,553 | 39,605 
by the polico or summoned before 
the magistrates. 


The number of convictions in Inferior 
Courts :-— 


1. For offences against the 817 694; 1,033, 1,001 


| 

prt 
2. For predial larceny... —... 252 547 548 277 

| 

| 

| 

| 


8. For offences against property 


1,326 | 1,768 1.469 | 1,519 
other than predial larceuy. | 


4. For othe- offences ... 15,421 | 18,842 | 21,129 | 20,125 


| 


The number of convictions in the 
Supreme Court :— 


13 21 18 2t 


1. For offences against the 
person. 


2. For predial larceny ... ee | _ 
| 11 


3. For offences against property 31 30 15 
other than rail larceny. 


4. For other offences ... wae — — — _ 


The number of persons acquitted :— 
1. In the Inferior Courts o3e 1,665 1,998 5,161 5,320 


2. In the Supreme Court le 38 19 4 13 
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VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 
POPULATION. 


On the 31st December, 1899, the resident population of the 
Colony was 379,659. The troops of the garrison here have, how- 
ever, been excluded, as well as the crews of all non-Colonial ships 
temporarily anchored in the harbour. _ 

When the last census was taken, 7.e., on the 6th April, 1891, 
the total population, not including military and shipping, was 


_ estimated at 370,588 persons, so that the population of the Colony 


has increased by 9,071 during the Jast nine years, or an average 
of a little over 1,000 yearly. This increase is mainly—if not 
solely—due to an excess of births over deaths. 

The total population is divided into two section: —The 
“‘General” and the “Indian.” | 

The General population numbered 117,920; the Chinese resi- 
dents, numbering 3,079, have been included therein. 

The Indian population numbered 261,739, or over two-thirds 
of the total population of the island. 

The Indian population is classified under two heads, viz., 

Immigrants” and “ Indo-Mauritians.” 

“Immigrants” comprise all Indians who have emigrated to 
this Colony under contract of service, and are either still under 
engagement or have settled here. 


“Indo-Mauritians” include Indians born in this Colony and 
all Indians other than immigrants. 

The immigrants numbered 62,387, and the Indo-Mauritians 
199,352. 

In the whole population, without distinction of race, the males 
predominate, the proportion being 1,133 males to 1,000 females. 


PROPORTION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 
Births.—There were 13,889 births in 1899, or 185 more than 


in the previous year. 

The birth rate in the total population was 34:1 per 1,000. In 
the general population it was 34°14, and in the Indian popula- 
tion 37°79 per 1,000. | 


The birth rate of Port Louis in 1899 was below that of Madras, 
but above that of Bombay. 


The birth rate varied in the different districts of the island from 
a minimum of 29:9 per 1,000 in the district of Black River to 
a maximum of 42:0 per 1,000 in the district of Riviere du 
Rempart. 

The proportion of illegitimate births was 64 per cent. of the 
whole number of births. This high rate is due to the existing 
laws, which provide that, unless the Indian population marry 
legally, their children are declared as illegitimate. 
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In the general population 36:1 per cent. and in the Indian Mavgrnius 
population 75:7 per cent. were illegitimate; 22°8 per cent. of the 1899. 
illegitimate births in the general population were not acknow- ~~ 
oe by the father, and only 4°5 per cent. in the Indian popu- 
ation. 


The proportion of still births to live births in 1899 was 75°8 
per 1000. 


Deaths.—There were 13,222 deaths in 1899, or an increase of 
1,158 on the previous year. i 


This gives a death rate of 34°8 per 1,000, as against 31:9 in 
1898. The difference being due to plague. 


The death rate was lower in the Indian population (34:2) than 
in the general (36:0) population, .and the death rate of the male 
population (30°8) was slightly higher than that of the female 
(33-6). 


The death rate of Port Louis in 1899 (65:7) was below that of 
Bombay (68°6), but above that of Madras (38°3). 


There is considerable variation in the death rates of the Colony 
with reference to the localities. The mortality in Port Louis 
is always the highest, and far above that of the whole island, and. 
in this year, the plague has much increased its average rate. 


The death rates of the different districts for 1899 and for the 
preceding vear were as follows: — 


ne a A * —N 


Districts. | 1898. | 1899. 
Port Louis... aes 48-5 65°7 
Pamplemousses wis 34:1 36°9 
Riviere du Rempart ... 20°1 26°7 
Flacq ... Bee ae, oie 31-1 279 
Grand Port | es ses 29-9. 29°5 
Savanne as er 20°7 27°9 
Plaines Wilhems se 30°9 31:0 
Moka ... vas eee 26°8 25°8 
Black River... ae 29-9 33°3 


The only districts in which an improvement is noticeable are 
Tlacq and Moka. 
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Forty-seven per cent. of the total number of deaths in 1899 
were due to zymotic diseases, a reduction of 21 per cent. as com- 
pured with the preceding year. 


Fifty-five deaths were registered as having occurred amongst 
the troops stationed here. 


In 1898 there were only 18 deaths, but during the year under 
review the strength of the garrison was increased from 1,710 to 
2,550. 

Estimated population on the Ist January, 1900, compared with 
figures of last census : — 


Population on 
Districts. Census of lst January, | Increase. | Decrease. 


Port Louis eas bee 62,169 52,517 — 9,652 
Pamplemousses ‘es 38,547 37,559 — 988 
Riviere du Rempart ... 24,151 27,648 3,497 _— 
Flacq_... ane ses 56,734 60,154 3,420 — 
Grand Port... .-. | 48,169 51,042 2,873 — 
Savanne... ie - 34,977 37,154 2,177 — 
Plaines Wilhems . | 57,591 62,195 4,604 _— 
Moka ... as - | 32,552 36,138 3,586 — 
Black River _... “ge 15,698 15,252 — 446 


Total ove w- | 370,588 379,659 20,157 11,086 


Net increase, 9,071. 


Showing a migration from Port Louis, Black River, and Pamp- 
lemousses, the unhealthy districts, to the more healthy districts. 


GENERAL STATE OF PuB.iic HEALTH. 


As the plague epidemic is a matter of very general interest 
and was the most important event of the year, it will be dealt with 
under a separate heading of this Report, and the space usually 
devoted to “General Observations” will be assigned to an ac- 
count of the plague in Mauritius. 
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But apart from plague the Colony was free from any epidemic Maovrit 
1899 


disease during 1899. Influenza, formerly epidemic, is now 
endemic to the Colony, and showed a slight increase, the figures 
being 783 for 1899, as against 726 for 1898. Malaria and 
dysentery showed a slight decline. Tuberculosis is gradually 
increasing. Poverty, which is, unfortunately, widespread, and 


the insanitary conditions incidental to poverty, favour the spread 
of this disease. 


Were it not for the poverty prevailing among the lower classes, 
congregating in certain quarters of Port Louis and in large 
villages, the sanitary conditions of these places would not, by 
themselves, cause half the recorded mortality. 


The drainage of our principal towns remains exceedingly de- 
fective. In Port Louis, a great improvement has been effected 
in the eastern suburb by the completion of the canalization of a 
filth-carrying open sewer, called the Ruisseau La Paix. 


Sanitary measures, having in view improved surface drainage, 
have also been carried out in different sections of the town of 
Port Louis, concurrently with other measures of sanitation, under- 
taken to check the spread of plague, but a great deal yet remains 
to be done in that direction. 


In the western suburb the underground drainage works have 
been continued, and several large establishments, such as the new 
Civil tHospital, Central Railway Station, and some private pre- 
mises, have already been connected with the underground pipes, 
which carry the sewage out to sea. 


The drainave of the other chief townships (Curepipe, Beau 
Bassin, Rose Hill, and Quatre Bornes) and other populous places 
is still very far from satisfactory, in spite of the yearly sums 
expended for that object. The solution of this sanitary question, 
which has long engaged the attention of the Sanitary Depart- 
ment, is becoming more and more pressing. 


The water supply of all chief towns and populous localities, 
with the exception of those provided for by the Mare aux Vacoas, 
cannot be described as satisfactory. Indeed, in certain places, 
it is harmful, as being one of the chief factors in the propaga- 
tion of all water-borne diseases. | 


In the dry season it is frequently deficient in many localities, 
while in the rainy season dilute sewage is supplied to some, 
among which mav be included the principal town, Port Louis. 


River waters or the description available in this Colony are 
specially polluted. Even the palliative—in the shape of sewage 
pollution being got rid of by the length of flow, by oxidation and 
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other combined agencies—is but freely present, inasmuch as 


points of contamination may be said to exist all along their 
course. 


Two filters of the Magnien type have lately been provided for _ 
by the Municipal Corporation of Port Louis. They are erected 
in public squares, but the water yielded is, in the first place, of 
far too limited quantity to serve the needs of a population of 
54,000 souls, while, in the second place, the filtered water is but 
sparingly made use of by the population in whose immediate 
vicinity the filters exist. 


This is not to be wondered at, having in view the mode of life 
of Orientals, and of a population which has still to be educated 
in sanitary matters. 


The public mind in this Colony has yet to grasp the fact that 
disease is largely preventable. 


Poverty and debility tend to produce a state of mind which 
may be described as one of resignation, but may also be described 
as apathetic. 


Enteric fever is extending its area, and attacks the better 


class, especially. newly-arrived Europeans. 


The following is the Meteorological Return for the year 
1899 :— 
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CLIMATE. 
(1.) Rainfall. 


The rainfall at Mauritius varies from about 150 inches at 
Midlands in the district of Plaines Wilhems to 395 inches at some 
coast stations in the Black River district. It is much greate1 
on the eastern side of the central watershed than at stations of 
the same altitude on the western side. 


At the Observatory (181 feet above sea level) the total rainfall 
in 1899 was 42°82 inches, or 3°54 inches below the average for 
the last 25 years, while at Curepipe (1,840 feet above sea level) 
it was 124-94 inches, or 4:20 inches below the average for the 
last 16 years. The mean rainfall, from observations at 68 
stations, was 76°80 inches, against an average of 79:23 inches. 


(2.) Temperature. 


The mean annual temperature varies from 67° on the high 
grounds of Plaines Wilhems to 76° at sea level. The following 
table gives the means and extremes at the Observatory and Cure- 
pipe for 1899: — 


| 
— ' Observatory. | Curepipe. 

‘Temperature in shade :— 

Mean: avn. ik. . ct © 43 137 67°4 

Mean maximum... a5 ate 79°3 73°4 

Mean minimum... o ae 68°8 61°4 

Absolute maximum ... eae 92:0 83-0 

Absolute minimum ... “ae 547 44:3 
‘Temperature in sun’s rays :-— 

Mean maximum... aus wae 139-2 135°4 

Absolute maximum ... ss 148-2 - 1552 

Relative humidity :— 
Mean... ra oye aoe Cita be 89:0], 


Maximum eee eco eve 96°2 “ | 100°) i 


Ma0tRITIUs, 
1899. 
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(3.) Wind. 


The prevailing direction of the wind at the Observatory is from 
east by south, with an annual variation of nearly 29°; it is 
most southerly in June—south-east by east, nearly—and most 
northerly in December, blowing in this month from due east. 

There is also a diurnal variation of 19°. | 

The mean velocity of the wind is 11:2 miles per hour, with an 
annual variation of 2-4 miles; the greatest mean hourly velocity 
occurs in August—12'4 miles—and the least in March—10°0 
miles. The mean diurnal variation is 7‘7 miles. 

In 1899 the mean direction of the wind was east by south; the 
mean hourly velocity 11:0 miles; the greatest hourly velocity 
43°5 miles, on March 6th. 


VII—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


PostaL SERVICE. 


The postal service is carried on at the General Post Office in 
Port Louis, and at 59 offices in the districts. 

The mails are conveyed from town, and between the district 
offices, chiefly by rail. 

At seven of the offices foot-messengers and conveyance carry 
the mails between the district office and the nearest railway 
station. 

Inland money orders are issued at all district offices. 

The delivery of letters to their addresses is made by letter 
carriers in all the sections of the town, and at all the principal 
district offices, viz., al Curepipe Road, Forest Side, Vacoas, 
Quatre Bornes, Rose Hill, Beau Bassin, Mahebourg, Souillac, 
Pamplemousses, Argy, Moka, and St. Pierre. In these locali- 
ties the correspondence is delivered within a radius of one mile 
from the office. 


TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


The telephone service is in the hands of a private company. 


TELEGRAPH SERVICE. 
The telegraph system of the Colony covers 102 miles of ground 


and consists of 314 miles of wire. 


There are 52 telegraph offices, worked by post office telegra- 
phists, and two offices by military operators on their own ground, 
but in communication with the post office wires. 
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The central telegraph office is in Port Louis. Besides the 
ordinary postal telegrams for Government, the military, and the 
public, the post office transmits all railway telegrams. 


The cost of wiring a message from any station to another is 
25 cents for 20 words, exclusive of the addresses of the sender 
and receiver, which are free up to 10 words. 

The delivery of telegrams is either by foot-messenger, and 
costs 25 cents for one mile and under for distances up to two 


aa or at 38 cents per mile by conveyance if beyond two 
miles. 


The number of telegrams transmitted in 1899 was as follows : — 


For the public ... or is w. 22,317 
For the Government, including military ... 10,779 
For the railway sist bie -.. 24,624 
For the telegraph service ses ... 4,982 

Total ... 2. as .. 62,552 


IX.—MILITARY EXPENDITURE. 


The Imperial military garrison of Mauritius numbered 2,547 
of all ranks on the 31st December, 1899. 


The European regiment, the 2nd King’s Own Yorkshire Light 
Tnfantry, was despatched to South Africa in H.M.S. “ Powerful” 
on the 6th October, 1899. 


The total cost of the garrison was £132,168, to which the 
Colony contributed £20,855. 


— ee 


X.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


PLAGUE. 


In view of the universal importance of the plague question, 
it has been thought well to devote the space usually allotted to 
miscellaneous subjects to a brief account of the plague epidemic 
in Mauritius. A full and scientific account of the plague epi- 
demic will be found in the Annual Report of the Acting Medical 
Director, Dr. Lorans, and persons desirous of acquiring complete 
information on the subject are referred to that Report. The 
space available does not permit of more than the briefest possible 
summary from the popular and unscientific point of view. 

The first suspected case of plague in Mauritius—a case which 
was not diagnosed as such at the time—occurred on the 26th 


December, 1898. 


MAavuRITIUS, 
1899. 
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Maveitics, ‘The first recognised case of plague was detected on the 27th 


1899. 


January, 1899, and there were altogether 1,416 cases of plague: 
diagnosed as such during the year. A considerable number of 
cases, probably about 300 altogether, must have escaped diag-- 
nosis, but it is impossible to give more than a very rough esti-. 
mate of the unrecognised cases. It may be, however, observed 
that, from the point of view of preventive measures, the unrecog- 
nised cases are of the highest importance, and that from the first. 
the necessity of accurate diagnosis in the case of all suspected 
cases of illness or death was present to the mind of the officers 
who were conducting the plague campaign. 


The first question that suggests itself is, “ How was the plague: 
introduced into Mauritius?” Very careful enquiries have been 
made with a view to supplying an answer to this question, but 
without anv satisfactory result. All that can be said is that it 
was probably introduced from Madagascar, where it had existed 
for several weeks in 1898 before it was recognised. 


The plague began in Mauritius, in a part of the town of Port 
Louis, known as Camp Yoloff, and amongst people who were 
known to have dealings with Madagascar. From there it spread 
gradually over the town—the progress resembling an irregular: 
wave of disease spreading slowly but steadily outwards, and 
leaving as it passed a healthy space behind it. 


It also invaded the country districts following the main lines: 
of trade and communication. That is to say, the ports that were 
infected were probably infected by coasters, whilst the sugar 
estates and townships probably received the infection either from 
goods received from the ports by road or from the town of Port 
Louis by rail. 


Rats were, as is usual, the principal plague carriers, but the 
disease was also carried by dirty clothing, dirty linen, &c. 
There were not, so far as is known, any cases of direct infection 
from the persons of plague patients, and no case of plague oc- 
curred amongst the nurses or doctors who were in constant atten- 
dance on the plague patients. 

A remarkable illustration of the non-contagious character of 
the disease is afforded by the fact that one of the sisters of mercy 
employed in nursing the plague patients was actually bitten in 
the hand by a delirious plague patient, receiving a wound about 
an inch long, but she did not contract plague. 

The measures taken to combat the disease were : — 

1. Evacuation of infected houses, at first accompanied by 
segregation, but segregation, except in the case of contacts, was. 
subsequently abandoned as useless. 

2. Complete disinfection of all infected houses with their con- 
tents, and incineration of houses that were incapable of proper 
disinfection. ; 


So 
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3. Destruction of rats—a rat fence was tried, but was useless. 
It was probably tried too late, i.e. after the disease had already 
crossed the line chosen for the fence. 


4. Inoculation with Haffkine’s liquid. Captain Stevenson, 
{.M.S., reports that the results of inoculation with Haffkine’s 
liquid gave a case incidence protection of over 70 per cent., and a 
mortality incidence protection of over 20 per cent. 

These figures must be regarded as approximate only, for the 
conditions were not favourable for the collection of exact data. 


5. General sanitation and a cleaning up of all towns, villages, 


and houses. Over 1,500 houses were cleaned in one way or 


another in Port Louis alone. 


6. The enactment of special laws to guard against the dangers 
of mistaken diagnosis and to secure a verification of the cause of 
death. The disinfecting staff and the medical officers, as well 
as all other officers who visited the infected localities, were dis- 
infected either on the spot or immediately on their return from 
the duty on which they had been engaged, and special constables 
were employed to guard infected localities and to prevent the 
entrance of any person not on plague duty. 


The plague hospitals were kept clean and well ventilated. All 
possible precautions were observed, and the plague hospitals were 
never at any time sources of infection. 


The treatment consisted in complete rest, with stimulants and 
tonics, including alcohol, digitalis, cafeine, &c. Yersin’s serum 
was tried with doubtful results as a curative, though it seems to 
have given admirable results as a prophylactic. 


The epidemic was at its height during the months of July, 
August, September, and October, and began to die down in 
November and December. 


Sporadic cases have occurred in 1900, but the disease has not 
as vet (July, 1900) assumed an epidemic form. In any case, the 
island is better prepared to deal with an epidemic than in 1899, 
for the experience already gained by the medical profession and 
the public has been most valuable. 


An incidental result of the measures adopted to combat plague 
has been an improvement in the general health of the population. 


‘This improvement is very marked, especially in Port Louis. . 


Granam Bower, 
Colonial Secretary. 


‘9th July, 1900. 


MAURITIUS, 
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RODRIGUES. 


The island of Rodrigues is a dependency of Mauritius, admini- 
stered by a magistrate. In 1899 the Revenue amounted to 
Rs.18,658 and the Expenditure amounted to Rs.25,357. 


_ The Revenue is mainly derived from direct taxation, such as 
licences, lease of Crown lands, &c. 


The island is policed by two non-commissioned officers and 
six constables, at a cost of Rs.4,040. In 1899 27 persons were 
committed to prison. There are two Government schools on the 
island, which cost Rs.2,701. The average attendance was 80 
boys and 78 girls. 


Eighteen men and seven women received Poor Law relief. 


The total population consisted of 1,595 males and 1,275 
females, giving a total of 2,870 souls. 


The births were 81 males and 88 females. 
The deaths were 19 males and 12 females. 
Sixty-two marriages were celebrated. 


Nearly all the population are of African descent, though there 
are a few Indians and Chinamen on the island. Tobacco is a 
growing industry, but the tobacco cannot be said to be well 


cured. 7 


The place is healthy, and were it not for its distance and isola- 
tion, would furnish attraction to sportsmen. At present the 
deer and Guinea fowl are left to the poachers, on account of the 


want of superintendence. 
Rodrigues will shortly become important as a telegraph station. 


GraHamM Bower, 
Colonial Secretary. 


9th July, 1900. 


nee 
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No. 292. 


BRITISH NEW GUINEA. 
(For Report for 1897-8, see No. 258.) 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


Port Moresby, 
20th October, 1899. 
Sr, 

At the request of His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor, who arrived in the Possession only a short time before 
the close of the year now under report, 1 have the honour to 
submit the Eleventh Annual Report on British New Guinea, as 
required by section XXAVI. of the Royal Instructions of 8th 
dune, 1888. ‘The accounts of revenue and expenditure, with the 
exception of expenditure on the steamship ** Merrie England,” 
and the several statistic tables, relate to the whole year ending 
on the J0th June last. The accounts of the expenditure on 
* Merrie Kngland” relate to the fifteen months ending on the 
30th June last. The reports of administrative visits of inspec- 
tion do not include those made by Sir William MacGregor prior 
to his leaving the Possession in September, 1898, because they 
are included in the last annual report. 


LEGISLATION. 


l. Ordinances No. 3 and No. 12 of 1898, and Ordinance Ne. 
1 of 1899, are the Appropriation Ordinances for the year. They 
appropriated £15,000 for general services: £306 13s. 5d. for 
Government agencies; and £72 18s. ¢d. for purchase and surveys 
of lands. For the Merrie England” £8,750 was appropriated 
for the fifteen months ending the 30th June, 1899. Whilst the 
Imperial grant to the “ Merrie England ” continued, the financial 
year of the steamer ended with the J0th March, and the appro- 
priations were for such year. The financial year of the steamer 
is now concurrent with that of the Possession, and therefore the 
last appropriation made on her account was up to the 30th June 
last. 


2. Ordinances Nos. IV., V., VI., and XIII. of 1898 are Sup- 
plementary Appropriation Ordinances ratifying past expenditure. 
Ordinance No. LV. deals with the year ending 30th June, 1896; 
Wrdinance No. V. deals with the year ending J0th June, 1897; 
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and Ordinance No. XIII. with the year ending 30th June, 1898. 
Ordinance No. VI. deals with a special sum spent on account 


of the purchase and survey of lands during the year ending 30th 
June, 1898. 


3. Ordinance No. II. of 1898, being “The Native Labour 
Ordinance of 1898,” permits natives to be taken as seamen to an 
port in Australia, as to certain of the islands in the Pacific. tt 
allows European missionaries to take natives to Australia, for 
the purpose of employing them in translating from English into 
New Guinea dialects. It provides for the form and nature of 
guarantees, and for the mode of enforcing them. 


4. Ordinance No. VII. of 1898, being “The Fish Protection 
Ordinance of 1898,” forbids, under penalty, the making use of 
dynamite, or other explosives, for the purpose of catching or 


destroying fish. 


5. Ordinance No. VIII. of 1898, being ‘‘ The Chinese Immi- 
gration Restriction Ordinance of 1898,” makes the law of the 
Possession, in regard to the immigration of Chinese, the same as 
that of Queensland. 


6. Ordinance No. IX. of 1898, being “The Past Marriages 
Ordinance of 1898,” provides for removing doubts as to the 
validity of marriages solemnized in times past before mission- 
aries or teachers of Christian missions. The parties, or the sur- 
viving party to such a marriage, may apply to the Administrator 
in Council to have such marriage declared a valid one; a judicial 
inquiry into the circumstances attending the marriage is then 
held; after this the Administrator in Council considers the 
matter, and, if he sees fit, an Order in Council declaring the 
marriage to have been valid from the date on which it was con- 
tracted is made. 


7. Ordinance No. X. of 1898, being “ The Public Health Ordi- 
nance of 1898,” provides means for stopping the spread of in- 
fectious or contagious diseases. Part 1. relates to all diseases. 
Districts, ships, or persons may be isolated; and strong powers 
to enforce this isolation are conferred upon the Executive. Part 
II. relates to Vaccination. It provides for the appointment of 
paid, and honorary or unpaid, vaccinators. By order of the 
Administrator in Council, vaccination may be made oor 
and may, if necessary, be effected by main force. Part III. 
makes provision for passing regulations, and also makes it penal 
to inoculate any person with variolous matter. 


8. Ordinance No. XI. of 1898, being “The Public Hospitals 
Ordinance of 1898,” is intended to provide for the establishment 
and maintenance of public hospitals. Trustees of private gifts 
or bequests to hospitals are empowered to transfer the trust 
property tothe Government. The Government Secretary, in the 
absence of any officer specially appointed, is to be the trustee nf 
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all hospital property. The treasurer is to have control of the 
funds of hospitals. The management of the affairs of a hospital 
is to be in the hands of a committee, appointed partly by the 
Government and partly by subscribers to the hospital. 


9. A Regulation of the Native Regulation Board to prevent 
the careless use of fire was passed. It provides for the notice 
being given of the setting of hunting grounds on fire. It gives 
power to magistrates to insist upon village sites being kept clear 
of inflammable refuse. Penalties are prescribed for negligently 
setting country on fire, and for breaches of the enactments of 
the Regulation. 


10. Certain prison rules amending the law with respect to the 
infliction of corporal punishment on convicts were made by the 
Administrator in Council. The amendments lessen the severity 
of the sentence that can be inflicted, and provide safeguards 
against jts being inflicted in an unjustifiable manner. 


ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 


11. The following tables of cases dealt with by the several 
courts of the Possession have been prepared by the Chief Judicial 
Officer : — 


MatrtTers DEALT WITH JUDICIALLY DURING THE YEAR 
ENDING 30TH JUNE, 1899. 


CENTRAL COURT. 


Criminal Jurisdiction. 


Number of | 
Persons Persons Committed— 
Cc icdl Poe, District from which Committed. | how disposed of. 
Trial. | 
ant oka ey fae et he teeta See 
28 ° Central District ex ... : 2a tried. 
: 3 awaiting trial. 
19 | Eastern District 17 tried. 
= | 1 sent back to loser 
| court. 
| 1 committal quashed. 
5 | Western District 3 tried. 
2 awailing trial. 
Total 52 | 
| 
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The Central Court held twenty-two Criminal Sessions at the 
places and times, and with the results, undermentioned :— 


Number 
of Persons 
Tried. 


—y 


em 


ped 


Offence Charged. 


Result of Trial. 


Mamhare—iTth July, 1828. 


1 wounding, 1 
assault. 


Sentence. 


1 guilty of wound- | 1 three year's penal- 


ing, 1 guilty of 
assault. 


Daru—13th August, 1898. 
Indecent assault ... | Guilty 


Port Moresby—20th August, 1898. 


Inciting to murder 


Guilty 


Port Moresby—14th September, 1898. 


Indecent assault ... 


Guilty 


Port Moresby—1st October, 1898. 


Indecent assault 


... | Guilty 


Port Moresby—3rd October, 1898. 


3 breaking gaol... 


3 guilty ... ae 


Port Moresby—25th October, 1898. 


2 murder ... 


ww. | 2guilty ... 


Port Moreshby—21st November, 1898. 


manslaughter 


Guilty 


Port Morcslby—19th December, 1898. 


Zassault eee 


eo. | 2 guilty 


servitude, 1 six 
menths imprison- . 
ment with hard 
labour. 


six months’ im- 
prisonment with 
hard labour. 


One year’s im- 
prisonment with 
hard labour. 


One year’s imprison- 
ment with hard 
labour. 


Two years’ im- 
prisonment with 
hard labour. 

3 six months’ im- 


prisonment with 
hard labour. 


2 death. 
Twoemonths’ im- 
prisonment with 


hard labour. 


1 two months’ and 
1 four months’ 
imprisonment 
with hard labour. 
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Criminal Sessions—continued. Brivisit 
NEw 
a Sees meee : ee ——-~ .Gurnga, 
Number | 1898-$, 
(f Persons| Offence Charged. | Result of Trial. Sentence. — 
Tried. | 
a x ae 3x, 25 cee eee 


Niruni—2oth December, 1898. 
3 |1 manslaughter, 2 | 1 guilty manslaugh- | 1 four months’ and 


wounding with | ter, 2 wounding} 2 one year’s im- 
intent to do bodily | with intent to do} prisonment with 
harm. grievous bodily | hard labour. 

| harm. 


Samarai—29th December, 1898. 


1 | Murder... ... | Guilty of | man-| Two years’ im- 
slaughter. prisonment with 
hard labour. 


Radawa, 20th January, 1899. 


1 | Murder... .. | Guilty of man-| Two years’ im- 
slaughter. prisonment with 


hard labour. 


Port Moreshy—tth to 6th March, 1899. 


10 |8 murd-r, 1 arson, | 8 guilty of man-j|2 five years’ penal 

1 assault. slaughter, L guilty | servitude, 5 two 

of arson, 1 guilty] vears, 1 one year, 

of assault. and 2 six months’ 

| imprisonment with 
hard labour. 


Port Moresby—9th March, 1899, 
1 | Murder... .. | Guilty sie .-. | Death. 


Daru—ith Aprd, 1899. 


3° |3 murder ... | 3 guilty of man-|3 five years’ penal 
slaughter. servitude. 
Samearac—2 st Apel, 1899, 

4 | 1 murder, 1 indecent | 1 guilty of man-|1 three years’ penal 
assault, 2 carnaily | slavghter, 1 guilty | servituds, 1) one 
knowing girlunder | of indecent assault, | years and 2. six 
12 years cl age. 2 guilty of carnally | months imprison- 

knowing girl under | ment with hard 
12 years of age. labour. 
Vermbure—28th April, VRO, 
2 | 1 aiding prisoner to | I not guilty, 1 guilty | 1 four months’ im- 


escape, 1 assault. of assault. prisonment with 
| | hard labour. 
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British Criminal Sessions—continued. 
NEw 
GUINEA, ‘Number | | 
1898-9. sel ioa Offence Charged. Result of Trial. Sentence. 
a ‘Tried. | 


: ; 
Samarai—13th May, 1899. 
2 | 1 assault, 1 carnally | 1 guilty of assault, 1 | 1 three months’ and 


knowing girlunder | guilty of carnally 
12 years of age. | knowing girl under 
12 years of age. 


1 six months’ im- 
prisonment with 
hard labour. Also 


fine £20 for 
assau't in addition 
to three months 


Milne Bay—19th May, 1899. 


1 | Wounding ... . | Not guilty ... 


Nirani—22nd May, 1899. 


1 | Indecent assault ... | Guilty Two years im- 
prisonment with 


{ hard labour. 


Samarai—8th June, 1899. 


2 |2murder ... -. | 2 guilty of man- 


2 five years penal 
slaughter. 


servitude. 


Port Moresby—16th June, 1899. 


£3 | 1 murder, 1 abortion, 


1 guilty of man- 
1 breaking gaol. 


slaughter, 1 guilty 
of abortion. 1 
guilty of breaking 


1 three years and | 
five years’ penal 
servitude, and 1 
six months’ im- 


gaol. prisonment with 
hard Jabour. 
Total 48 
- | 
Civil Business. 
pees | Nature of Proceedings. 

2 Suits. 
2 Appeals from Warden’s Court, Gira gold field. 

35 Applications by Curator of Intestate Estates for adminis- 

tration. 

1 Application by Curator of Intestate Estates for directions. 
1 Appointment of guardian. 


District of Court. 


Central District : 


Eastern District | 


Western District 


Tota’ 


District of Court. 


Central .. 
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Courts oF Petry SEssions. BriITIsH 
NEw 
Indictable Offences Jurisdiction. GUINEA, 
1898-9. 
Number an 
| Bes Nature of Charge. Result of Inquiry. 
|Ciarged. 


_ 84 20 murder ... 

1 inciting to murder 

3 assault sia 

5 breaking gaol . Se 

2 indecent assault 
aes ae se 
| 1 arson 

1 atortion 


4 

\ 

3 

ae, 
29 13 murder ... 
4 assault ... 
2 wounding 

. 


28 committed. 
6 discharged. 


! 3 indecent assault 
3 manslaughter ... 
3 carnally knowing 
girl under 12. 
1 aiding prisoner to | 
| escipe. 
| 5 4 murder ... 
1 rape 


19 committed. 
10 discharged. 


5 committed. 


68 


Summary Offences Jurisdiction. 


| 
‘Number | | 
P es _ Nature of Charge. Result. of Trial. 
ersons | 
el ae 
_ H 
2 breach of Con- | Iconvicted, 1 discharged. 
stabulary Ordi- 
nance. 


| 
| 
| 23 breach of Native | 21 convicted, 2 discharged. 
“| Labour = Ordi- 


nance. 
8 Impersonating 4convicted, 4 discharged. 
Constable. | 
14 luceny ... ... | [1 convicted, 3 discharzed. 
18 assamit ... ... | 13 convicted, 5 discharged. 


1 breach of Prisons | 1 discharped. 
Ordinance. 
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ties Summary Offences Jurisdiction—continued. ° 
EW 
GUINEA, ! | 
| 

1898-9. Number 

District of Court. P an Nature of Charge. Result of Trial. 

Charged. 
Eastern... 119 41 larceny ... ... | 36convicted, 5 discharged. 


12 breach of Native | 12 convicted. 
Labour Ordi- 
nance. 
5 breach of Prisons | 5 convicted. 
Ordinance. 
2 threatening lan- | 1lconvicted, 1 discharged. 
guage. 
| 1 drunk and dis- | 1 discharged. 
orderly. 
2 breaking gaol ... | 2 convicted. 
2 breach of Con- | 2 convicted. 
stabulary Ordi- 
nance. 
1 breach of Crown | 1 convicted. 
Servants  Ordi- 
nance. 
1 breach of Mer- | 1 convicted. 
chant Shipping 


1 
| 
| 50 assault ... ... | 47 convicted, 3 discharged 
| 


Acts. 
2 obscene language | 2 convicted. 
Western oe 20 14 assault ... ... | 12convicted, 2discharged. 


5 larceny ... .. | 5 convicted. 
1 breach of Labour | 1 convicted. 
Ordinance. 


Total .. | 205 


Civil Jurisdiction. 


Number | 
District of Court. Pe Nature of Action. | Result of Action. 
Tried. | 
| -_ 
Central... eee | Nil, ° 
KBastern.,.. bea 7 Debt es ... | 5 verdict for plaintitt. 


2 verdict for defendant. 
Western wee | Nil. 


Total oe 7 
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NATIVE MaGIsTRATEs’ Courts. BrITIsH 
New 
Criminal Jurisdiction (Forbidden Acts). ae 
Number | 
District of Court. | ae Nature of Charge. Result of Trial. 
‘Charged 


No. 2 (Central) 143 | 42 assault ... ... '42 convicted. 
| 2 perjury ... .. 2 convicted. 
4 spreading lying 4 convicted. 


I 


reports. 
25 larceny ... ... | 25 convicted. 
9 injuries to pro- 9 convicted. 
perty. 
2 sorcery ... .. | 2convicted. 
20 breach of Carriers | 20 convicted. 
Regulation. 
1 breach of Prisons | 1 convicted. 
Regulation. 
| 15 adultery ... | Yconvicted, 6 discharged. 
| Y9 breach of Roads | 9 convicted. 
Regulation. 
6 breach of Burials | 6 convicted. 
Regulation. 
4 extortion ... | 3Sconvicted, | discharged. 
1 threatening lan- | 1 convicted. 
guage. 


3 disobeying magis- | 3 convicted. 
trates’ orders. 


No. 3 (Eastern) 46 25 adultery... ... | 20convicted, 5discharged. 


7 breach of Burials | 5convicted, 2 discharged. 
Regulation. 


| 6 sorcery ... 4 convicted, 2 discharged. 
| 3 spreading lying ; 2convicted, 1 discharged. 
reports. 
| 2 larceny ... .. | 2 convicted. 
2 breach of Roads | 2 convicted. 
! Regulation. 
1 extortion 1 convicted. 
No. | (Western) | 25 20 aduliery... 15 convicted, 5 discharged. 
| 1 sorcery ... 1 convicted. 
3 assault ... 1 convicted, 2 discharged. 
! I spreading lying | 1 convicted. 
| reports. 


Total wee | 214 
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Civil Jurisdiction (Civil Claims). 


Nature of Claim. Result of Action. 


District of Court. 


Central eee eee Nil. 
Eastern... eee Nil. 


Western en Nil. 


Total Number of Criminal Proceedings. 
In Central Court sa axe ee we Oe 


In Courts of Petty Sessions (exclusive of 
52 cases sent up to Central Court) . 221 


In Native Magistrates’ Courts oie ... 214 


In all Courts ee wae wee 487 


Total Number of Civil Proceedings. 
In Central Court 34 aa wae eee 41 
In Courts of Petty Sessions ... — a | 
In Native Magistrates’ Courts sae Sieh. ee 


In all Courts sas she wee ©=48 


12. During the year three persons, all aboriginals, were sen- 
tenced to death, but the sentence was in each instance commuted to 
one of penal servitude. The total number of cases, civil and 
criminal, brought before the courts during the past five years 
has been : — 


— : 1898-99. 1894-95. 


1897-98. | 1896-97. | 1895-96. 


Criminal 


Civil... ee 
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Visits oF INSPECTION. 


13. On the 22nd December a start was made for the east, and 
Samarai was reached on the night of the 23rd. The most severe 
gale that there is any remembrance of in the Eastern District 
had blown for several days in the beginning of the month 
throughout a large portion of the district. A number of small 
craft had been lost, but fortunately in most cases no lives had 
been. The exception was the fate of the schooner “ Ellangowan,” 
which disappeared with Mr. Godet and a companion on board 
her; but whether the vessel was knocked to pieces on a reef or 
foundered at sea is not known. The islands of the D’Entrecas- 
teaux Archipelago suffered most from the wind and the rain, 
and certain of the native inhabitants were killed by landslips and 
by falling trees. 


The steamer went from Samarai to Nivani to look after the 
Government ketch, “Murua” which was reported to have sunk 
in the gale. She was found to be afloat, but badly damaged, and 
was towed to Samarai for repairs. 


From Samarai the steamer proceeded to the Mambare, calling 
at several places on the way. A visit was paid to Tamata Station. 
It was evident from the numbers of new houses and fresh clear- 
ings on the banks of the river that the natives were settling down 
again. Several natives who had been under arrest at Port 
Moresby were restored to their homes. The reports as to the 
health of Europeans and native carriers at the Mambare were very 
unfavourable. <A fight had taken place between the Acting 
Resident Magistrate’s party and some tribes on the upper Api 
River, in which the latter were beaten. A persistent rumour had 
vone abroad that the party had been driven back by the natives, 
and had had to leave their stores behind them, but this was quite 
incorrect. The Gira people had been talking in a somewhat 
vaunting and defiant manner, but had not attempted to do any- 
thing, so no notice was taken of their bluster. 


After leaving Mambare a stay of a day was made at the Api, 
and avisit was paid to some hill villages, the inhabitants of which 
had recently been fighting the coast people. All the villages 
except one were deserted, but at this last one the police captured 
two women. After a talk with these women a return was made 
to the ship. The visit led to peace being concluded between the 
hill and the coast people. 


The next stoppage was at Collingwood Bay. Here Mr. More- 
ton, the Resident Magistrate of the Eastern District, joined the 
party. He had brought a number of natives from Taupala to 
act as carriers in an inland trip. Some months previously a war 
party of the Dori tribe, who live some distance inland in the 
valley of the Musa River, or in the valley of the Adaua affluent 
of that river, had attacked and killed some sixteen of the men 
of Maisina, a large village in Collingwood Bay. Owing to the 
lack of interpreters, and the suspiciousness of the ane people, 
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it was difficult at the time to ascertain exactly what had taken 
place, except that the Dori natives were in the wrong. An ex- 
pedition started, therefore, to visit the Dori villages. From the 
outset the prospects of getting there were doubtful. Time was ~ 
limited, and the party were dependent on Maisina guides, 
whose knowledge of the way was questionable, and to a certain 
extent on Maisina carriers. The Maisina allies seemed to be as 
much afraid of meeting the enemy as they were mistrustful of 
the intentions of the Government party, and it ended in their 


_all deserting at the first camp. The party went on for two days 


longer, travelling by compass, but did not come across any signs 
of natives. The most noteworthy objects met with were some 
remarkably wide clearings in the dense forest, which had evi- 
dently been made by exceptional torrents of water that had swept 
down from the lofty Goropo Range. A great deal of fallen 
timber was met with, which apparently had been blown down in 
the gale already alluded to. The expedition had one good result, 


~ in that it had the effect of causing the natives of Collingwood Bay, 


who had always been decidedly unruly, to alter their demeanour. 


* It may be mentioned here that since the expedition took place 


the Dori tribe have sent friendly messages to Dr. Vaughan, who 
has lately started a plantation some forty miles up the Musa 
River. 

At Collingwood Bay, a large quantity of building materials 
belonging to the Anglican Mission was taken on board, and 
landed at the new station at Cape Vogel. From this point the 
steamer went to one or two places in Goodenough Bay, and re- 
turned to Samarai, and from there to Port Moresby. 


14. On the 28th March a short journey to the West was begun. 
After calling at Yule Island to fetch up mails the steamer went 
on and anchored on the following day, a little after dark, off 
Kerema. Next morning a visit was paid to Kerema. <A little 
after midday Bailala was reached. <A short time was spent at 
Bailala, and then the ship went to Orokolo, which was inspected 
about dusk. During the night the voyage was continued, and 
the Fly River was reached in the forenoon of the next day. One 
of the villages on Kiwai Island was visited, but the grounding 
of the steamer on a sandbank close to Kiwai, cut short the visit- 
ing, as it was necessary that the launch and boats should be in 
attendance on the steamer when the tide began to rise. The 
steamer was floated off a few hours after sundown, and after some 
careful navigation over shallow flats was again got into water of 
a safe depth, and anchored. The channel leading through the 
vast extent of shoals that beset the entrance to the river appears 
to change very much in position and in depth. Calling on her 
wav at Bramble Bay, the steamer went on to Daru. The Resi- 
dent Magistrate, Mr. Hely, was away in Thursday Island, laid 
up by serious illness, and Mr. Wood was in charge. The jetty 
had heen extended, and the houses, gardens, and grounds were 


in good order. The steamer went over to Thursday Island and 


— ee ee 
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returned to Daru, where in the meanwhile a number of the 
chief and village constables had arrived for the purpose of wel- 
coming the Lieutenant-Governor. Leaving Daru the steamer 
paid a visit to Hall Sound. A day was spent here in Seal Sa the 
Sacred Heart Mission and the village of China, on Yule Islan 
and the London Missionary Society's Station at Delena, and 7% 
village of Pokama. The steamer then returned to Port Moresby, 
the village of Kido being called at on the way. 


15. On 14th April the Lieutenant-Governor and party left Port 
Moresby for a trip to the east. The first place called at was Kapa 
Kapa. ‘Lhe station and the London Missionary Society’s estab- 
lishment were visited, as also several of the neighbouring inland 
villages. The heavy rains had swept away one of the bridges. 
From Kapa Kapa the steamer went on to Aroma, at which place 
part of the afternoon and the night was spent in the native 
villages and at the teacher’s station. On the succeeding day 
Dedere was reached, at which place Mr. Anderson’s cocoanut 
plantation was inspected. Next day the vessel anchored at Port 


Glasgow, having on the way called at Toulon Island. On the — 


ensuing day a visit was made to the London Mission Station at 
Isudau, and Samarai was reached. From Samarai the ‘‘ Merrie 
England” went to the Mambare, picking up the Bishop of New 
Guinea at Wedau. On the way up the north-east coast Taupota, 
Cape Vogel, and Porlock Harbour were touched at. On arrival 
at the Mambare the station at ‘lamata was visited, and various 
questions affecting the goldfield were discussed by the Lieu- 


‘tenant-Governor with a “deputation of miners. Owing to the 


launchman in charge of the launch “Ruby” which had been 
stationed at the Mambare being very ill, and to the launch need- 
ing repairs, it became necessary to take her to Samarai. 


After leaving the Mambare the steamer proceeded towards 
Oro Bey. Some months previously a slieht skirmish had taken 
place here between a Government party from the Mambare Station 
and the natives of a village in the bay. A woman had been made 
prisoner on this occasion, and taken to the station. It was 
considered desirable to return her to her people. When Oro Bay 
was reached the inhabitants ran away, and it was at the same 
time ascertained, with difficulty owing to poor interpreters, that 
the woman belonged to a village some distance up the coast, and 
was atraid of being putashore at Oro Bay. The steamer anchored 
at Oro Bay, and early next morning proceeded to the Musa 
River. An early start was made up the Musa, and the party 

camped on the bank of the river that night, the principal object 
of the journey being to inspect the land lately selected on the 
river by Dr. Vaughan, supposed to be some twenty-five miles up 
the river: only a “two days’ trip was provided for. Dr. Vaughan, 
however, had discovered that when the river was much flooded 
the land that he had contemplated selecting was under water, 
and hence he had to proceed some fifteen miles further up before 
coming on land that was not liable to he submereed in the floods. 
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On the ensuing day the party went on up the river. One or two 
native villages and some natives in canoes were passed. The 
women ran away at first, but the men were quite friendly, and 
displayed no mistrust of the party. They had been working for 
Dr. Vaughan. In the absence of an interpreter, it was impossible 
to hold much intercourse with them. At midday the engine of 
the launch got out of order, and as up till then no signs of Euro- 
pean settlement had been seen it was considered advisable to 
return as soon as the launch had been repaired. Dr. Vaughan’s 
settlement, it appears, was a few miles further up the river. 


After leaving the Musa the steamer went back towards the 
Mambare. The village of the woman captured at Oro Bay was 
found. Her people fled to the bush, but at length were induced 
to come back. They seemed much pleased at seeing the woman 
again, and became very friendly with the Government party. 
A course was then steered for the Opi, off the mouth of which 
the ship anchored some little time after dark. On the following 
day, whilst the steamer went on to the Mambare to bring the 
launch “Ruby,” a trip for the day was made in the boats up the 
Opi River. The Opi with its stable banks clothed in tropical 
vegetation, and its gently flowing stream of clear brown-tinted 
water in which many aquatic plants find a home, presents a con- 
trast to its neighbour, the Mambare, whose rapid earth-laden 
current is constantly flooded by affluents that come down from 
the rain-swept mountains. 


After leaving the Opi the next stoppage was at Port Hen- 
nessy. On the following day, while the steamer went across to 
Philips’ Harbour, the launch ran round Collingwood Bay. The 
Anglican Mission Station at Wanigela and the village of Maisina 
were visited. The natives as a whole were less mistrustful than 
on former occasions. From Philips’ Harbour the steamer pro- 
ceeded to Mukawa, and next day to Wedau. At Wedau Mr. 
Nielsen, the launchman, who had been in charge of the “ Ruby ” 
at the Mambare, was buried, the illness that had attacked him 


on the Mambare having terminated fatally. He had been ten 


years in the service, and was a trustworthy, hardworking man. 
After leaving Wedau a day was spent in Milne Bay, and the 
villages of Mita, Maiwana, and Wagawaga were visited. The 
stcamer then returned to Samarai. 


At Milne Bay and at Samarai it was ascertained that a fight 
had recently taken place between two miners and the inhabitants 
of the village of Kamudi, some miles inland from the head of 
Milne Bay, which had resulted in one of the miners and the 
chief of the village being wounded. The engincers of the 
steamer being busy repairing the launch *‘ Ruby,” the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and a party proceeded to Milne Bay in the ship’s 
launch and boats. They then went inland to the village in 
question, where the man alleged to have wounded the miner was 


handed over by his people. The steamer called for the party 
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in Milne Bay, and then proceeded to Teste Island, which was 
visited. The next day Nivani was reached, and on the following 
day Panamara. Whilst at Nivani the islands of Panaieti and 
Paropompom were inspected. After leaving Panamara the 
steamer went to Griffin Point in Sudest Island, and after that 
place had been visited she steamed round to Pantava. An at- 
tempt to visit the gold mine had to be given up, as it was found 
impossible to get the boats into the Hula River, and time did 
not permit of another way to the mine being taken. Rossel 
Island was reached on the following afternoon, and a stay of a 
day was made there. Several villages were inspected. From 
Rossel a course was steered to Misima, and Segara, in that island, 
reached after dark. Woodlark Island was visited on the 29th 
and 30th May. The first day was spent in a trip to the gold 
mine at Kulamadau, and on the following day Suloga Bay was 
called at. The steamer then passed round the eastern end of 
Woodlark Island, and ran in the night to the Trobriands. A 
trip through the Kiriwina and adjoining districts, lasting a 
couple of days, was made, the party camping for the night at 
the village of the principal chief, Enamakana. Very large fields 
of yams and taro were passed through. Hughes’ Bay, in Fer- 
gusson Island, was the next anchorage. On the following day 
Goodenouch Island was visited, and then the vessel proceeded to 
Dobu, at which place she staved for a day. Mr. Bromilow was 
taken on board, and the island of Ubuya, close to Normanby 
Island, was visited and inspected. The Wesleyan Mission pro- 
pose to establish a training college on this island if it can be 
obtained. A trip to Sevmour Bay, in Fergusson Island, and a 
visit to a small valley containing sulphur deposits, hot springs, 
and banks of burning sulphur, occupied the next day. Burns, 
Philp, and Co. are making arrangements to work these sulphur 
deposits. ; 

From Seymour Bay the steamer went to Wedau, and then to 
Samarai. On the way back from Samarai to Port Moresby, Hula 
was called at, and a trip to Kalo and other inland villages was 
undertaken, and Kapa Kapa was touched at. 


ReEvorts BY OFFICERS. 


Central Division. 


16. The Resident Magistrate, who is also the Chief Medical 
Officer, reports that the past vear compares very favourably with 
the previous one in regard to the health of Europeans and natives 
in the Central District. An example is given of the carelessness 
or ignorance of the natives, in the matter of their drinking water. 
The details furnished in the report would be applicable to many 
villages. Some of the native mission teachers are not much 
better than the rest of their countrymen in this respect. The 
evils that follow on wearing clothes are also alluded to. Ap- 
parently one of the most irksome duties that can be imposed on 
the average native is to compel him to wash his clothes. 
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In August, the Resident Magistrate made two visits to the 
Astrolabe. The first visit was undertaken for the purpose of 
traversing the Laloki River, which rises in that range. The 
second was due to a report that some natives had attacked the 
men employed on Burns, Philp, and Co.’s plantation. Although 
this was a most unlikely thing to happen, the report was so cir- 
cumstantial that a party at once went up. When they reached 
the scene of the supposed onslaught, they found that, as is pretty 
often the case, there was not a word of truth in the report. 


From October to February, the Resident Magistrate acted as 
Treasurer, Collector of Customs, &c., during the absence of Mr. 
Ballantine on leave. 


The Resident Magistrate draws attention to the beneficial in- 
fluence of a cent prisoner, in the Opau district, in the Gulf 
of Papua. Fortunately, being sent to gaol does generally have a 
good effect on the Papuan. The ex-prisoner referred to, who 
was little more than a lad when he was sentenced to three years 
for manslaughter, had perhaps rather a special training. He 
was one of a party of twenty prisoners that went with the late Mr. 
Shanahan to the Mambare, when that gentleman took charge 
of the district after the death of Mr. Green. The natives of the 
country surrounding the station were then, and for some time 
thereafter, hostile to the Government. Hence it was a case of 
everyone connected with the station against the natives of the 
district. The prisoners who had accompanied Mr. Shanahan 
frequently went with the police in expeditions to arrest Mambare 
culprits, and became staunch Government supporters. Raiva, 
the youth referred to by the Resident Magistrate, was subse- 
quently allowed to join the constabulary, but not being very 
bright at his duties was returned to his home. 


Two cases against teachers of the London Missionary Society 
are mentioned by the Resident Magistrate. One was that of a 
South Sea Island teacher, who was convicted of arson. This is 
the first time that a teacher has been convicted of a serious offence, 
and in this instance it was a case of loss of temper. ‘The other 
case had its origin in a dispute about dancing. Interfering with 
native dancing is rather a weak point with some teachers, who 
do not quite understand the distinction between actions that are 
contrary to law and actions that are contrary to the views of 
their mission. 


As stated in the Magistrate’s report, there are eighty-six vil- 
lage constables in the district. They have to be reprimanded, 
and even dismissed at times, but on the whole they are exceed- 
ingly useful. Some have held their posts for years, and are as 
useful now as when they were appointed. But the want of per- 
severance causes the native constable at times to deteriorate. It 
is quite possible, also, that the zealous village constable rouses 
illwill, in the end, against himself. 
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In April and May, the Resident Magistrate, in his capacity of 
Government medical officer, accompanied the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor on a trip to the eastward, and was thus enabled to inquire 
into and report upon sanitary matters at Samarai and the Mam- 
bare. He returned from Samarai to Port Moresby in the ketch 
belonging to the Central District. On his way up the coast he 
obtained details of the massacre of a coast tribe hy some moun- 
taineers, and of an attack by inland people on coast natives. 
Both of these affairs took place at the back of Cloudy Bay, which 
is about midway between Port Moresby and Samarai. 


On his last trip towards the west the Resident Magistrate heard 
of the plundering of a party of missioners of the Sacred Heart 
by a mountain tribe that they were visiting. No violence was 
oftered to the persons of the Fathers. The district is one that 
has never yet been visited by a Government party. For a small 
unarmed expedition to venture into districts like the one in ques- 
tion, with a supply of articles that are very valuable in the eyes of 
natives, is rather a hazardous proceeding. As a rule the inland 
people are more honest than the coast people; but honesty, or at 
least the practice of it, is liable to have its limits when there is 
no fear of consequences to restrain cupidity. 


17. The report of the Government Agent for the Rigo District 
does not differ much in tenor from that of last year. The natives 
in certain respects are improving. They are industrious, so far 
as it is necessary to be after their fashion; but except in this 
respect, they are indolent. Offences have been fewer in number. 
The taking up arms by the Kiraipo people is an incident that 
would certainly not have been expected; but their doing so was 
principally due to the influence of their old chief, a man who 
had acquired authority in past times, and who is too advanced in 
years to understand the new order of things. A few serious 
crimes have taken place. Some of the small hill tribes and the 
rude coast people cling to their old customs. There exist, and 
must exist for some time amongst them, the memories of old 
feuds and what they deem wrongs. Now and again these old 
ideas will be too strong for some of them, and will lead to homi- 
cidal acts. It is doubtful whether those who would not commit 
the acts themselves consider them in the least discreditable. A 
village may be vexed at the conduct of some of its members in 
slaving a man of another village, because they know that 1t will 
mean trouble with the Government; but they may nevertheless 
feel bound by ancient custom to accord these homicides some 
honours. Fortunately these honours and certain ceremonies that 
the homicide has to pass through, and certain ornaments that he 
has to wear, generally lead to his detection. 


The Government Agent states that the natives begin to re- 
covnise the benefit of roads—that is to say, of fairly broad cleared 
paths, and now keep their roads in order. Probably a more 
exact statement would be that the natives now consider that the 
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advantage to be derived from cleared paths outweighs the trouble 
of keeping them cleared. To put oneself to a little trouble now 
in order to save oneself much trouble in the future is a view of 
matters which, as a rule, does not commend itself to the native 
mind, 

Reference is made to encroachments by coast natives on the 
territory of their more inland neighbours. This probably arises 
from the fact that the coast tribes were at first interlopers who 
came from some other locality. The inland people in the first 
instance did not object to them settling in their districts, and 
allowed them to use lands which they themselves did not need. 
The constantly increasing security of life and property has led, 
in the first instance, to an augmentation in the population, and, 
even reckoned proportionally, toa larger extent of land being cul- 
tivated. Hence in some places where unused garden land was 
fairly plentiful it isnow becomimg scarce. That the more ad- 
vanced coast natives obtain advantages by threatening their neigh- 
bours with the wrath of the Government is probable enough. 
Natives in some respects are very credulous. It might bethought 
that, at least in the settled districts, the native would now clearly 
understand that the Government does not use its power to sup- 
port the unjust acts of a native constable or a fnendly native. 
But they do not seem to understand it. The credulity of the 
native in this matter may be partly due to the fact that, although 
he does perceive that the Government act justly, he cannot 
conceive why they should. 


18. The Government Agent for the Mekeo district gives an 
account of his work since the 15th of September, the date when 
he took charge of the district. The natives of the district have 
during the last few years suffered much from chest diseases. 
Judging, however, by the nature of the country and the physique 
of the inhabitants, the Maiva and Kivori districts, to which the 
Government Agent refers, are healthier than the low lands 
through which the St. Joseph flows. The Government Agent 
mentions that in April last the St. Joseph was so high that the 
water covered the gaol floor. As the station is situate almost 
half a mile from the banks of the river, and on comparatively 
high land, a large portion of the low country must have been 
flooded. 


The sandalwood camps referred to in the report are situated 
in the country between the St. Joseph and Gally Reach. As the 
trees near the coast get cut down, the timber-getters have to 
proceed further inland. The distance from the sea at which the 
timber is now got precludes the use of carriers, and necessitates 
the employment of drays drawn by horses. Buta certain number 
of natives are employed in procuring the wood. 


The most important trip undertaken by the Government Agent 
was that to the West, as far as Maipua, in the beginning of the 
year. As arule, the Resident Magistrate, accompanied by the 
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Government Agent, makes the voyage. This year Dr. Blayney 
had to stay in port, and so Mr. Guilianetti went by himself. It 
is generally made during the last month of the old and the first 
two months of the new year, so as to avoid as much as possible 
the south-east and north-west monsoons. Either of these winds 
soon raises a heavy surf along the shallow unsheltered coastline ; 
in fact, during the south-east monsoon the long rolling breakers 
make it too dangerous for small craft. All the coast and a few 
of the inland coastal villages were visited. At Karama a singu- 
lar form of oath, described in the report was noticed. This is 
the first known instance of a native form of oath. It apparently 
is but rarely employed, or else natives in previous judicial pro- 
ceedings had reasons for not making use of it. 

An amusing instance of the importance that the chief village 
constable of Motu Motu attached to his office is related by the 
Government Agent. The individual in question, however, was 
a man of some importance before he became a constable. He 
has been a very useful man to the Government. 


The Mafulu expedition alluded to at the end of the report has 
since been carried out by the Resident Magistrate. This tribe, 
living in the mountains on the south of St. Joseph, where it runs 
east and west, had on more than one occasion plundered some 
parties of Huropeans. Their last exploit had been to rob a party 
composed of several of the Huropeans of the Sacred Heart, of their 
effects. Atthe time the party was on its way inland to examine 
the country, and make friends with the people. To do the hill 
men justice, they are as a rule less addicted to theft than the 
coast natives are, or, properly speaking, were before they were 
made to respect the law. 


The Mckeo district proper, which comprises the flat portion of 
the valley of the St. Joseph, has been well behaved during the 
year. In August last a fight took place between people from 
different villages, but the results were not serious. The district 
is a fertile one, and there is abundance of land for all native 
requirements. The cultivation at the station itself is ample 
enough to more than supply all the constables and prisoners with 
as much vegetable food as they need. 


19. On the 25th April, the Treasurer, Mr. Ballantine, started 
on atrip inland from Port Moresby. The principal object of 
the expedition was to induce the Hagar: tribe to submit to the 
Government. The Hagari people are one of the mountain tribes 
that, in conjunction with other mountaineers, for many years 
made periodical attacks or raids on tribes lying between them and 
the coast. The effect of these constant attacks had been to cradu- 
ally depopulate a large tract of countrv. During the last few 
vears the Government has been able to give more agtention to 
these mountain tribes. Several parties had been sent inland as 
far as and past Hagari. The last-named tribe never boldly op- 
posed the Government, but they evaded attempts to get into com- 
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munication with them. Other neighbouring tribes, such as the 
Agi and Boura, had been brought into amicable relations with 
the Government. As the Hagari were thus getting to hold 
rather an isolated position in their unfriendly attitude, it was 
thought that probably they would not be very backward in 
accepting offers of friendship. The expedition which was being 
got ready to proceed under Messrs. Russell and MacDonald, to 
the Gap, would in all probability pass through the Hagari 
country, and if the latter were friendly it would materially assist 
the progress of the expedition. 


Mr. Ballantine’s party proceeded by the road that leads from 
Port Moresby to the summit of the Astrolabe Range. After 
passing Taburi and Sogeri they journeyed through the Ubere, 
Hana, and Boura country until they came near to Hagari. Some 
friendly natives, who were on amicable terms with the Haganri, 
were sent on to that tribe. They induced the Hagari to listen 
to the proposals of the Government, that the Hagari should be at 
peace with the Government. The Hagari chief came to meet our 
party, and after presents had been exchanged they all went to- 
gether to the Hagari villages. As it had been anticipated that 
Mr. Russell’s party, travelling by the Brown River road, would 
reach Hagari not long after Mr. Ballantine had done so, the 
the latter stayed at Hagari for a week. From this point small 
parties were sent out to try and discover Mr. Russell’s party. The 
only apparent sign of the second expedition was a red blanket 
which, with the aid of a telescope, could be seen flying on top 
of a hill at least ten miles to the south-west. A party 
was sent out with instructions to try and get to this 
ridge, which was on the other side of the Brown, but did not 
succeed in doing so. In the country in question, the feasible 
track between two hill summits, ten miles apart as the crow flies, 
may mean a very circuitous and difficult one. Mr. Ballantine, 
after leaving Hagari, went to the Brown. He kept near that 
river for six or seven days, making towards Port Moresby. Shots 
were heard, which proceeded from Mr. Russell’s expedition. 
Many shots were fired in reply, and as independent signals. 
Some of these were heard by Mr. Russell’s party; but the two 
expeditions did not manage to meet. ‘The country is extremely 
broken, and made up of steep hills and deep gorges, all clothed 
in dense forests. Mr. Ballantine’s party were fortunate in com- 
ing across a fair amount of game, in the shape of pigs, forest 
wallaby, and cassowary. In that usually rather damp district, 
of cool nights, a liberal supply of fresh meat has a very bene- 
ficial effect on the spirits of the constables and carriers. Mr. 
Ballantine’s party were absent from Port about a month, and 
marched, whilst on the journey, about two hundred miles. 

20. On the 25th April, 1899, an expedition, under the charge 
of Mr. H. H. Stuart Russell, assisted by Mr. J. MacDonald, left 
Port Moresby, and proceeded inland. The objects of the ex- 
pedition were to examine the country between the coast and the 
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Gap, and on the other side of the Gap to the bottom of the 
Main Range, for the purpose, if possible, of discovering a track 
that would be suitable for a road over the range. The Gap is 
the name given to a marked depression in the Main Range, situ- 
ate to the south-eastward of Mount Victoria. 


Owing to the flooded state of the Laloki and Brown Rivers, and 
to wet weather, the progress of the party was somewhat slow. 
Time was also taken up in erecting buildings at different points 
on the route. The transport of the stores necessary for a lengthy 
trip also delayed the party. 


The Hagari villages were reached in about a month. A short 
stay was made there. The relations between the party and the 
Hagari were friendly. After leaving Hagari unfriendly natives 
were encountered as far as the Gap, but no actual fighting took 
place. The Gap was reached on the 6th of June. Here the 
party remained for some three weeks waiting for further supplies 
which were expected from the coast. As the supplies had not 
arrived by the 29th, it was determined to go on with a reduced 
party. 

On the 30th June the party left the summit of the Gap and 
began to travel down the north face of the range. Shortly after 
starting some friendly Neneba men were met, and the party went 
with them to their principal village. The party stopped at the 
Neneba villages for a day. 


After leaving the Neneba villages the expedition marched on 
to the Yoda River, a tributary of the Mambare. The river bed 
where they struck it was about 150 yards wide, but the stream 
itself was only some twenty yards wide, and knee deep. When 
the van of the party came to the river they saw four natives 
engaged in fishing at the other side of the river. They got into 
communication by signs with these natives, and the latter 
motioned them to stay where they were, which they did. About 
half an hour afterwards the four natives, accompanied by about 
fifty more, returned. It was arranged that the party should 
visit the villages of these natives the next day. On the follow- 
ing morning a large number of natives appeared. These carried 
the bazgage of our people, and their villages were reached in 
a few hours. The expedition then pitched their camp close to 
the villages. At first everything wore a friendly aspect, but 
later on it became evident that the natives were getting hostile. 
Many new natives kept arriving in the afternoon from cther 
places. As only seven of our party were armed with firearms, 
it was decided that the best thing to do was to return to the Gap. 


An early start was made next day. The expedition soon be- 


‘came aware that they were being followed by several hundred 


armed natives. The natives behaved as if they desired to pro- 
voke a quarrel, but, fortunately for our people, no hostilities took 
place until the Yoda River was reached and the danger of being 
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rushed in the scrub past. At the river it was apparent that 
the natives meant to surround and cut our people off. Fighting 
then began, and the natives, after suffering some loss, finally 


drew back. 


The expedition then started on their way back to Port Moresby. 
A stay was made at the Hagari villages, and from this point 
visits were paid to other tribes. With nearly all of these friendly 
relations were entered into, and tribes that had not been on good 
terms with each other were induced to become friends. With 
the exception of one tribe, which seemed to have no fixed abode, 
the natives residing near the line of track expressed their in- 
tention of being at peace with the Government. 


The mountainous nature of the country travelled through pre- 
vented a definite conclusion being formed as to whether the 
route followed was the best one for a future road. The formation 
of the country at the Gap itself hardly seemed suited for a road, 
at least for pack animals. So far as could be judged, a good 
track could be got from the point where the panty struck the 
Yoda to Tamata station, on the Mambare. But the country 
through which such track would pass is inhabited by natives that 
have not yet been brought under the influence of the Govern- 
ment. 


Eastern Division. 


21. The Resident Magistrate gives details of various trips 
made by him during the year amongst the islands up the north- 
east coast and along the south coast. Here and there natives 
were arrested and lands bought, and other magisterial duties 
attended to. 


In December last a severe gale blew throughout the Eastern 
Division. It was some time before the casualties caused by it 
could be ascertained. The loss of life at sea, so far as known, 
amounted to two Kuropeans, two coloured men, and nine natives. 
On shore a certain number of deaths were caused by landslips 
and falling trees. At one spot in Normanby Island twelve 
people were destroyed by a landslip. These unfortunates were 
rejoicing at their village being, as they thought, in a secure 
position, when a portion of the hillside above them suddenly 
came down and buried them. Very heavy rain fell whilst the 
gale lasted, and the loosening effect of the water, combined with 
the leverage of the trees, forced now by the wind, started the 
landslips. Sixteen small vessels were totally lost in the storm 
and eight driven ashore. The small craft in most cases had no 
option but to run ashore. 


The Resident Magistrate is of opinion that the natives are get- 
ting more under control. Fewer arrests were made for serious 
crimes than in previous years. Some arrests were made with- 
out great difficulty in localit‘es ‘hat had not been much visited. 
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The natives of Tubetube Island, and of the adjoining isles, Britis 
have done a new thing for natives in making copra and selling it New 
direct to the storekeepers in Samarai. Hitherto these trade deal- GUINEA. 
ings have been mostly with the small trader who has to make his 1898-9. 
living out of the intermediate business. The change is due to ~~ 
Mr. Field, who was for some time established as representative 
of the Wesleyan Mission in the district. A disadvantage of the 
system of the small traders is, that their mode of doing business 
is too much like that of the natives. The native is fairly keen 
at a bargain, but he loses a good deal of time and profit by sell- 
ing in driblets when the fancy for obtaining some article takes 
him. 

An account of the improvements at Samarai is given. During 

the last few years Samarai has become the most important busi- 
ness place in the Possession. Imports for the Mambare, Woodlark, 
and Sudest goldfields come to this port. There are several 
hotels, three stores, and other minor business establishments. 
The cocoanut trees on the island, planted by the Government, 
are beginning to bear, and the supply is greater than the station 
can find use for. As buildings increase palms have to be sacri- 
ficed to make room for them. 


The average number of prisoners at the local gaol has been 
thirty-five; most of these were natives convicted of summmary 
offences. The health of the prisoners appears to be better than 
it used to be. 


South-Eastern Division. 


x2. The natives in the south-eastern district are becoming 
amongst the most law-abiding in the Possession. There 
have been no tribal fights during the year. The fact 
that most of the islands are small, no doubt, has 
something to do with this. The number of Europeans 
that at one time were in the islands of Sudest and 
Woodlark had the effect of making the natives more peaceable 
towards each other. The island of Misima was at one time rather 
unruly, but it is well behaved now. Rossel is still a dark spot. 
It is an out-of-the-way island, rather difficult to get at, and 
there is not much inducement for anyone to go there. The men 
of the island, however, now go away more from home to gain 
money; and they, on their return, infuse new ideas into the 
heads of their fellow islanders. The Magistrate alludes to one of 
these travelled natives, who fell a victim, apparently, to an at- 
tempt at a reform in house building. His death is to be re- 
gretted. He had been originally arrested for complicity in a 
fatal fight, and had been some years in gaol, where his good con- 
duct and intelligence led to his being made a warder. But the 
people of Rossel have for ages lived an exclusive life, in their 
lonely wooded island, with its hills constantly drenched by the 
vapours that roll up from the southern Pacific. Hence they 
they are narrow and conservative, and very superstitious. 


-—— 
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The south-eastern. division also suffered a great deal from the 
tempest in December last. The Government ketch, a new 
vessel, fortunately, was not lost, but she suffered much damage. 
The Mission were less fortunate, as their cutter in shore waters 
was lost. The gardens of the natives were damaged, and there 
was a scarcity of food in consequence in some Tocalitica 


The village constables for the district now number twenty- 
four. Some of them are very useful in their way. Misima 
Island is looked after by five of them, and Murua (Woodlark) 


Island has the same number. 


With the exception of the gold got from Woodlark Island 
and Sudest, there is no industry that employs many Europeans. 
The cocoanut, though growing well, has never been cultivated 
toanyextent. During the last year the pearl-shelling boats have 
found localities in other districts to work in. Probably there 
still exist beds of oysters in the district. Some ten tons of 
black-lipped shell have been collected during the year by natives 
and others. 


The Government station on the small island of Nivani is be- 
ginning to wear a very established appearance. The cocoanuts, 
fruit trees, and some ornamental trees are thriving. 

The Resident Magistrate, Mr. A. M. Campbell, who had been 
suffering a good deal from fever, was away on leave for four 
months of the year. 


North-East Coast and Mambare. 


23. Mr. W. I. Armit, the writer of the report for the past 
year, has been in charge of the Mambare district since the 3rd 
January last. After the death of Mr. Shanahan, in August, 
1898, the district was looked after by Captain Butterworth up 
to the lst September, when he was relieved by Mr. H. H. Stuart 


- Russell, who acted as Resident Magistrate until the arrival of 


Mr. Armit. : 

The account in the report of the natives of the Mambare is 
very satisfactory. With the exception of three men all the 
natives that had been arrested on suspicion of taking part in 
the killing of Kuropeans in 1897 were gradually returned to 
their homes, most of them being returned between August, 1898, 
and February, 1899. The fact that these men had not been in 
any way harmed, and were carefully taken home, produced a 
very good effect on the natives, and apparently convinced them 
that the Government were sincere in their statement that they 
were prepared to treat them as friends. Since then the natives 
have been busy establishing new villages on the banks of the 
river, making new gardens, and generally settling down. They 
are now on friendly terms with all Europeans on the river. As 
will be seen by the report, they transport passengers up the 
river to Tamata for a fixed rate. They also help at unloading 
vessels that come to the anchorage at the mouth of the river. 


ee 
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The natives on the Gira are not so friendly, but they have not 


committed any act of hostility, and there is apparently not much | 


likelihood of them doing so. They went so far, once, as to send 
a challenge to the police camp at the mouth of the river; but 
Mr. elliott, who happened to be there, wisely limited himself to 
pointing out to the heralds that they were a pair of fools. 


During the year some hostilities took place between the Govern- 
ment and natives of the Upper Api River, in which the natives 
got decidedly the worst of it. The Resident Magistrate thinks 
that this is not altogether the view taken of the matter by the 
natives. He refers to an alleged attempt on their part to sur- 
prise the station; but, even if they really had such an intention, 
it is clear that they were not in the least eager to meet the con- 
stabulary in open fight. 


The natives on the coast to the south-east of the station are 
gradually becoming better disposed towards Kuropeans. Those 
near the mouth of the Api are quite friendly. 


A very fair amount of work has been done on the station. The 
site originally consisted of several low narrow-topped ridges, and 
all the ground was covered with dense forest. Some forty to 
fifty acres of the forest have now been cleared. There are about 
thirty-four acres under cultivation. The narrow ridges had to 
be cut down in places in order to give sufficient flat space to erect 
buildings on. A large gaol, a good-sized barracks, and several 
other buildings, all of indigenous materials have been put up 
during the year. Unfortunately, the trees in that locality yield 
very poor, perishable timber. The aspect of the station now 
affords an agreeable contrast to that of the neighbouring country. 
It is the first open space of any extent that is met with after 
entering the river, and the introduced couch grass that has 
covered all the flat land at the station has a more civilised ap- 
pearance than the patches of tall reedy grass that have here and 
there come across on the river. A clearing made by Mr. Whitten 
on land close to the station has opened out a good view of the 
Albert Edward Range. 


The health of the district is still very bad. The Resident 
Mavistrate considers that, as rezards Europeans, they themselves 
are largely to blame for their ill-health. Many of the men who 
have come to the Mambare have probably not lived in the tropics 
before, and those that have resided in tropical Australia have not 
become acclimatised to a damp, hot climate. There is a decided 
contrast between the day and night temperature on the Mambare ; 
and the cool nocturnal breeze that comes from the mountain 
ranges, though refreshing, is apt to cause fever if one is not 
careful. | 

The Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Blayney, paid a visit to the 
Mambare in April last. <A brief report by him on health matters 


there will be found in Appendix P.* As will be seen from a 


* Not priated. 
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perusal of the report, Dr. Blayney considers that the miners are 
largely to blame for for their ill-health. With regard to the 
water of Tamata Creek, it has not yet been clearly ascertained 
that it is injurious. It is only drunk by those living at Tamata. 
The creek is frequently flooded. Although the aaealieg amongst 
native carriers that have been brought to Tamata from other 
parts of the Possession has been heavy, the constables and 
prisoners from other localities that have been stationed there have 
not suffered severely. Several prisoners from the Fly River 
district, when the sentences expired, voluntarily stayed at Tamata 
in the capacity of gaol warders and constables. 


To the report is appended a price list of the articles of food 
that are principally used on the field, supplied by Messrs. Clunas 
and Clark, who have. been established for some time at Tamata 
and on the field. The increased price of the articles at the field 
is largely due to the cost of land transport from Tamata. 


Western Division. 


24. Owing to the serious illness of Mr. Hely, the Resident 
Magistrate of the Western Division, no annual report for that 
part of the Possession has been sent in. The work of the district 
has gone on steadily. Offences have been much the same as in 
previous years. Offenders in the Western Division are, as a rule, 
arrested and brought into Daru by the village constables, with- 
out waiting for special instructions to do so. 


About the beginning of the vear there was a slight rumour that 
the Tugeri had invaded the Morehead River district, but there 
seemed to be no foundation for this rumour. Whether these 
marauders will again venture far into the Possession is doubt- 
ful. Their conduct in 1892, when they reached the Govern- 
ment station at Mabudauan, and their action when they were 
fought in 1896, would seem to show that they never had con- 
templated coming into conflict with Europeans. 


The only known disturbance of a serious nature amongst the 
natives took place inland of the station at Bugi. Some inland 
natives of that part came to Bugi, and informed the corporal 
in charge that a Maie inland tribe was attacking them. The 
corporal started off with his men, and, after four days march, 
reached the country of the enemy. A species of pitched battle 
ensued, which ended in the defeat of the enemy. According to 
the constables some forty of the hostile natives were killed, but 
in these matters the constables are somewhat prone to exaggerate. 
They captured a few children, whom they brought back, and 
handed over to the mission teacher at Bugi. It speaks well for 
the constables that they undertook and carried out the expedition 
quickly and successfully. 


——_————— 
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Various improvements have been made at Daru. The prin- 
cipal one has been the lengthening of the jetty. This is rather 
an extensive work for an out-station, as the jetty, owing to the 
shallowness of the water, is a very long one. 


The natives of the district now obtain pearlshell on their own 


account, to a certain extent. This they sell at Daru, or in 
Thursday Island. No doubt the output of shell will be increased 
if the natives persevere in this industry. The waters near the 
coast are often too discoloured to enable the collecting of shell 
to be carried out successfully; hence the banks near the shore 
are not so liable to be stripped by the pearlshelling boats owned 
by Thursday Island people. 


Commandant. 


20. The Commandant, with the field contingent, was away from 
Port Moresby for 202 days on patrol work. During the other por- 
tions of the year he was at headquarters. The men when at 
headquarters are engaged at drill and fatigue work. They also 
act as boatmen, orderlies, and so forth. Sometimes they go on 
short expeditions, under the charge of non-commissioned officers, 
to arrest offenders in neighbouring districts. They did some 
special work in the way of putting up buildings for themselves. 
They are beginning to devote themselves to cricket in their leisure 
hours. 


For the first two months of the year the Commandant was in 
the east, and spent most of that period at the Mambare. Shortly 
after the arrival of the Commandant at Mambare, the Kesident 
Magistrate of that district, the late Mr. Shanahan, ‘died of sick- 
ness, and his duties were performed by the Commandant until 
he was released. During ‘this period a trip was made to the 
Gira, which resulted in the arrest of some of the natives chiefly 
concerned in the killing of Europeans in 1897. Further details 
about the real culprits in these homicides were also obtained. 
This information led to the release of a certain number of Mam- 
bare natives, who were detained on remand. The release of 
these men facilitated the pacification of the district. 


In October an expedition was undertaken against a tribe in- 
land from Aroma, known as the Galirupu. Some of their 
number had killed a native of an adjoining tribe, who had been 
a convict, and had but lately been returned to his home. Most 
of the Galirupu men sympathised with the homicides, as the man 
they had slain was supposed to have compassed the death of a 
Galirupu native by sorcery. The Galirupu people, therefore, 
took up a bellicose attitude, and expressed their intention to repel 
by force any attempt to arrest the culprits. The expedition was 
successful; the Galirupu warriors ran away after a few shots 
had been fired at them, and the principal culprit and one of his 
accomplices were arrested. A few days were then spent in visit- 
ing other tribes in the neighbourhood, who all expressed dis- 


approval of the acts of the Galirupu people. 
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From the 22nd December to the 24th January the Comman- 
dant accompanied the Acting Administrator to the east. Durin 
this trip the Commandant, with the field contingent, marche 
against some hill villages on the Opi River, and succeeded in 
surprising one village in broad daylight; but there was no oc- 
casion for actual fighting. A little later on the Commandant 
and his men took part in a short expedition into the country at 
the back of Collingwood Bay. 


During March and April the Commandant was with the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in a trip to the westward. 


From the 14th April to the 13th June the Commandant ac- 
companied the Lieutenant-Governor in a long eastern trip. 
With the exception of a visit to a village inland from Milne 
Bay, and a night march to arrest a culprit in Fergusson Island, 
the constabulary were not called upon to perform any special 
constabulary work. 


Head Gaoler and Overseer of Works. 


26. As regards prisoners, the head gaoler’s report only deals 
with those that are confined in Port Moresby Gaol. But except 
that prison discipline is more precisely observed at Port Moresby 
than at outside stations, the treatment of prisoners ismuch the 
same all over the Possession. Not that it is to be inferred that 
the discipline at branch prisons is lax. Long-sentenced 
prisoners at country stations who are quite strangers to the dis- 
trict in which the station is situate are not in the least likely to 
become unruly or to attempt to escape. In this, to them, new 
land the station is their home for a certain time, and they take 
more interest in what is going on at the station than in anything 
else. Hence they can often be treated, with benefit to themselves 
and the Government, very much as acting labourers and 
assistants.. 


The number of prisoners that were received into Port Moresby 
Gaol during the year was 114. The number of prisoners dis- 
charged from the gaol during the period was sixty-five. The 
greatest number confined at one time was forty-six, and the 
lowest sixteen. 


As will be seen by the report, the work performed by the 
prisoners is of different kinds. There is no necessity to create 
work for them. Their work is nearly all out-of-door work. 
The best of them have been engaged during much of the vear, 
in constructing roads. In order to carry out this work they have 
had to camp for months in the bush. A dozen or so, under the 
charge of the head gaoler, went a trip to the other side of the 
ranve which lasted some three months. When out in the bush 
they have to be allowed a great deal of freedom. New men are 
not taken on such expeditions, unless thev are from the most 
settled parts. Long-sentenced prisoners seldom if ever try to 
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escape after they have been some time in gaol. Apparently, 
this cannot be ascribed to their fuller knowledge of the conse- 
quences. A feeling akin to honour is probably at the bottom 
of it. The prisoner has become used to gaol life,and to taking 
orders from, and being kindly looked after by, his gaolers and 
warders. Ife knows that he is not placed under restraint, be- 
cause those who are in charge of him have confidence in him and 
believe that he will not run away. He does not like to forfeit 
their good opinion by abusing this confidence. 


It is satisfactory to know that the health of the prisoners has 
been good. As a rule, however, the health of the prisoners is 
better than that of natives leading free lives. Prisoners are 
about the only natives in the Possession that are obliged to take 
proper remedies and to nurse themselves when sick. One thing 
that leads to deaths amongst natives seems to be unknown. in 
the gaol, and that is the fear of soreerv. It cannot be said that 
a long sentence in gaol or long service under the Government 
eradicates this belief. But apparently whilst they are in gaol 
they are too busy to have time for engendering morbid fancies, 
or they mav think that the sorcerer whilst they are under the 
care of the Government is afraid to injure them or has no reason 
for doing so. 


Mission Work. 


The London Missionary Society. 


27. The constantly increasing number of native youths who 
have been trained as teachers is enabling the Mission to further 
enlarge their field of labour. Manv of these young men come 
from the college at Vatorata, and have thus had the benefit of 
Dr. Lawes’ long and varied experience in educating natives. 
Some of these native teachers are in charge of large villages and 
perform their duties creditably, and, as a rule. all of them readily 
assist Government officers in maintaining the law. 


In the central district of this Mission gaps in the coastline of 
mission stations are gradually being filled up. A new station 
has been started some distance inland in the hill country back 
of Vatorata. The establishing of inland stations is rather a 
new feature with this Mission, but until latelv their staff of 
available teachers was hardly more than sufficient for the coast. 


The coastal district lying between Bilirupu and Du Faure 
Island has until recently not been brought under the thorough 
control of the Mission. The formation of a new European 
station on the island of Mailu. or in the neighbourhood of that 
island, which 1s now being undertaken, should remedy this. 


Mr. Hunt has returned to his post at Port Moresby. where he 
finds plenty of seope for his energy. It may be thought that the 
natives of districts like the Port Moresby one do not require as 
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much supervision as those of newer districts, but it is a question 
whether they do not require more. In these older districts the 
native mind has been diverted from some of its evil grooves, but 
there is danger that if it is not deflected into better ones it will 
run into worse ones. 

Mr. Chalmers has been busy in his isolated and somewhat 
depressing district in the far west. Teachers stationed in this 
portion of British New Guinea probably need more animating 
to keep them up to the mark than is the case in localities where 
the surroundings are brighter. 


Mr. Pearce has been away from his district on leave, but his 
carefully instructed teachers appear to manage the district in a 
satisfactory manner. Mr. Dauncey has also been away on leave, 


his district being looked after by Mr. Holmes. 


In the Gulf district, which is Mr. Holmes’ own district, much 
has been done in the wal of reorganising old stations and estab- 
lishing new ones. Mr. Holmes has also visited many inland 
villages. 

Perhaps the most distinctive feature of Mission life at Kwato 
is the pains that Mr. Abel bestows upon the everyday life of his 
students. Amusements, like cricket, football, &c., have been 
introduced and fostered. To those unacquainted with human 
beings in the Papuan stage these things may appear to be of little 
moment, but in reality they are important. Even though you 
have influenced the more serious side of the Papuan’s nature you 
have, so to speak, only influenced a segment of the circle of his 
life. If you have the remaining segment uninfluenced it may in 
the end ruin the good that you have done to him. Perhaps the 
greatest obstacle to be overcome in trying to improve a Papuan 
is his apathy. It may be questioned if at any time past the 
Papuan barbarian took the same interest in life that a civilised 
man does. The Government and the mission between them have 
stopped him from doing things which added interest to his life. 
A native might be forgiven if, judging by the first steps taken 
by his civil and ecclesiastical preceptors to improve him, he 
came to the conclusion that they consisted principally in shuttin 
up accustomed ways and not opening new ones to him, and that 
the novel views of life presented for his acceptance were not very 
attractive. This aspect of the matter tends to make him listless 
and apathetic, or at least to prefer the old way tothe new. But 
by initiating him into wholesome amusements, by arousing in 
him a healthy spirit of amicable rivalry, and by showng him 
that improvement leads to a more genial and a pleasanter state 
of existence, his interest in life is increased, and the danger of 
his becoming listless and apathetic is diminished. 


The Sacred Heart Mission. 


28. The Sacred Heart Mission have been energetically labour- 
ing in their district during the last year or two; strong additions 
have been made to their staff, both in number and in the 
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character and abilities of individual members. They hope to 
shortly start stations inland, in quite new districts. As in form- 
ing most of their new stations the members of this mission have 
largely to rely on their own hands for labour, and on the neigh- 
bouring forests for materials, the constructing of dwelling-houses, 
schools, and churches takes much time and hard work. Tropical 
maladies still bear heavily on the members of the mission, whose 
duty often compels them to forego a needed change of life and 
climate. Two well-known members have died during the year, 
Father Victor and Brother George. The former, a very promis- 
ing young man, had in previous years, with slender resources, 
undertaken, in company with Father Jullien, trips into the far 
interior that would have done credit to experienced and well 
equipped explorers. Brother George, who had been brought 
much into contact with the officers of the Government, was much 
liked by all of them for his kindly, open nature. He was a good 
type of the pious, simple-hearted, Christian worker, who leads a 
hard, laborious, humble life in a cheerful spirit, and without 
expectation of reward in this world. 


The Wesleyan Mission. 


29. This mission is continuing its steady progress. The staff 
at Dobu has been increased by the addition of several sisters. 
Mr. Bromilow is making arrangements for starting a central 
colleciate institution, at which youths from all the districts of 
the mission will be taught. An islet on the coast of Normanby 
Island will probably be acquired for this purpose. 


The Tube Tube Mission, which is under Mr. Field’s charge, 
has been removed to Duau, in Normanby Island. The change 
should be for the better, as Tube Tube is but a small island and 
somewhat out of the way. 


A new station is being established on Goodenough Island, on 
the shores of the straits that separate Goodenough from Fer- 
gusson Island. The site is a good one, as it is in a populous 
part of Goodenough, and but a short distance from a thickly in- 
habited portion of Fergusson. Mr. Fletcher will take charge of 
this new station. 


In the Trobriands stations are gradually being pushed on. 
One of these has been established in the Kiriwina district of the 
largest island, at the village of the principal chief of the archi- 
pelago. He for along time objected to having a mission station 
at his village. A decided improvement has taken place in the 
demeanour of the young people of the villages that are adjacent 
to Mr. Fellowes’s residence. 


The Anglican Mission. 


380. The Anglican Mission has been adding to the number of 
its stations. Mr. Copeland King, the chief pioneer of the mission, 


_ established as many stations as he could: but although he found 
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time to inspect many places on the north-east coast, he had not 
the means of placing stations at more than a few of them. Since 
the Bishop of New Guinea has become the head of the mission, 
@ larger staff and ampler means have been at his disposal and are 
being made the most of. The headquarters of the mission are 
being shifted to Mukawa, near Cape Vogel, and will thus be 
more in the centre of their district. The new site, the top of a 
bluff close to the sea, appears to be a healthy one, and commands 
a fine view of the coast. Under the supervision of the “local 
dozen” of the mission, Mr. Tomlinson, a substantial roomy house 
has been erected here. 


The most advanced part of the mission is in Collingwood Bay. 
Mr. Abbott, who has been in charge of it, has had a difficult task 
in gaining the confidence and acquiring some influence over the 
inhabitants of this large bay, whose language neither he nor 
his assistants could at first speak, and who have but quite recently 
begun. to respect Government authority. 


In establishing stations on that part of the north-east coast 
that lies between Collingwood Bay and the Mambare, the mission 
will have to overcome many difficulties. The natives of these 
parts have not yet been brought under Government control, and 
it 1s at present impossible to get interpreters who really under- 
stand their language. 


TRADE. 


31. The value of the trade of the Possession for the year was 
—imports, £52,170; exports, £68,496; together, £120,666. 
This is an increase of £23,836 over the previous year. During 
the last five years the trade of the country has been : — 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 
| 
£ £ £ 
1894-95... se sea dive 28,367 16,215 44,582 
1895-96... bee wed ge 34,521 19,401 53,922 
1896-97... ae we sie 51,391 44,345 95,737 
1897-98... zn sss ee 46,971 49,859 96,830 


1898-99... om ose sei 52,170 68,496 120,666 
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Imports. 


32. During the past five years the imports at the three ports 
of entry have been :— 


Year. ! Samara. : Port Moresby. : Daru. ‘= Total 
oe oaths tes Se . 

£ £ £ < 
1894-95... saé 12,079 14,036 2,253 28,367 
1895-96... bias 20,912 12,235 1,374 34,921 
1896-9/ ... iis 32,813 17,521 1,058 51,302 
1897-98... oa 30,166 14,995 1,810 46,971 
1898-99... es 35,504 15,594 982 52,170 


The nine chief imports of the past year were the nine chief 
imports of the previous year. In these items the two years com- 
pare as follows :— 


Article. : 1898-99, 1897-9.3, | een 
Sa lie errata gear aos wae) ees 
£ | £ 
Beer (bott'ed) ... . 1,400 1,029 | + 371 
Bouts | 3,213 2,650 + 563 
Drapery ... are sive tot 4,810 3,923 + 887 
Flour 1,034 1,293 — 209 
Hardware ae ees oe 1,486 2192 — 706 
Meat (preserved) oa seal 4,079 4,212 — 133 
Rice. « s2. Ge de 2,816 2.529 + 287 
Timber ... Sag ans a 1,631 971 + 660 
Tobacco (trade) si fae 4,184 4,564 — 330 


Se —_ — += eee wee ee ee ._——— 


The total imports for the year exceed those for the previous 
year by £5,199. 
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UTeports. 


33. During the last five years the exports, as entered at the 
three Customs Offices of the Colony, were: — 


Year. Samarai. Port Moresby. Daru. | Total. 
ee es eee ee 


£ £ £ £ 
1894-95 000. 8,399 5,059 2,757 16,215 
1895-96 ...  ...| 10,600 8,326 475 19,401 
1896-97 ...  ...| 39,349 4,658 338 44,345 
1897-98 ... ..| 42,474 7,266 118 49,859 
1898-99 ...  ...| 63,228 5141 | 127 68,496 


The six chief exports of the past year were the six chief ex- 
ports of the previous year. In these items the two years compare 
as follows:— 


Article. 1898-99. | 1897-98, | Tnerease or 
£ £ £ 

Béche-de-Mer ... 1. | 1,644 3.395 — 1,751 
Copra ue ents vee | 2,907 2.425 + 482 
Gold nee ete wee | 44,185 25,612 + 18,573 
Indiarubber ... se wee | (1,935 3.683 — 1,748 
Pearl-shell =... seve | 10,284 8 468 + 1,816 
Sandalwood swe wee | 2,920 2,940 —~ 2 


The increase in the total of last year’s exports, as compsrad 
with that of the previous year’s exports, 1s £18,637. The increase 
-n the gold export of last year over the previous year is £18,573. 
From this it will be seen that, gold apart, the exports of the two 
years only differ by £64 
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As has been mentioned in previous reports, the gold entered Baritisu 
for export does not truly represent all that is got in or leaves New 
the country. The quantity entered inwards at the Customs- (UINEA, 
house, Cooktown, was 9,078 oz., an increase of 2,248 oz. over the 1898-9. 
previous year. oS 


The decrease in india-rubber is probably partly due to the most 
accessible country near the coast having been more or less worked 
out. At present, also, it is next to impossible to prevent the de- 
struction of the trees in new country. 


Apparently the export of sandalwood may increase during the 
coming year, as the price hasrisen. The industry 1s now carnied 
on in a more systematic fashion than it used to be. The distance 
that the timber has now to be carried to the coast has made it 
necessary to employ carts and horses to transport it. 


Pearl-shell has substantially increased in the last few years. 
In recent years more enterprise in seeking for fresh beds has been 
shown. 


SHIPPING. 


34, All shipping entered inwards or outwards was British. 
The total number of vessels (exclusive of Government vessels) 
entered inwards from beyond the Colcny was 92, repre- 
senting 19,583 tons; the total number cleared outwards for foreign 
parts was eighty-one, representing 19,191 tons. The total 

foreign tonnage for the past five years has been : — 


— | rsotos. 


1395-96. | 1896-97. 1897-98. | 1898-99. 


| 


l | 


Tons... ... | 22,824 | 19,759 | aRRet | 26,551 | 38,774 
| ! 
| ) 


’ f 


The entries inwards and outwards, coastwise, for the same period 
have been :— 


ne + a — _ 


1894-95. | 1893-96. - 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 


ree rr ae 


| 


333 D95 631 


: 568 
! ' | 

| : | 15,886 
| | 


Tons 7,845 20,676 | (14,511 


ae 
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PostTat. 


35. The postal transactions for the past five years were : — 


Article. 1894-95. 1898-99, 


1805-96 896-91 1897-98. 


Letters received... ie 6,279 7,130 | 11,148 9,604 | 16,045 


Letters despatched oe 6,189 | 4,987 | 11,550 | 10,203 | 11,529 
Packets received... = 129 246 181 249 584 
Packets despatched... me 468 281 475 497 1,102 
Newspapers received ts 7,046 7,197 7,441 8,691 | 10,609 


Newspapers despatched... 776 828 1,635 2,135 2,337 


The increase for the past year, as compared with the previous 
year, 18: — 


Letters received hes suk ... 6,441 
Letters despatched __... ssi .. 1,326 
Packets received eae sive ... 836 
Packets despatched _... sis ... 605 
Newspapers received ... Sa ... 1,918 


Newspapers despatched seas ww. 202 
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38. The expenditure on the steamship ‘“‘ Merrie England” for 
the fifteen months ending with the 30th June, 1899, was 
£9,015 7s. Of this sum £8,217 18s. 3d. was money voted and 
£797 8s. Od. earnings. The reason why the expenditure is 
reckoned for fifteen instead of twelve months is because previous 
to last year the accounts for the steamer were made up to the 31st 
March in each year to make them accord with the Imperial 
financial year. ae the accounts for 1897-98 were made up 
to 3lst March, 1898. The contribution from the Imperial 
Government ceased in 1898, and with it ceased the reason for 
making up the accounts to dlst March. The accounts are now 
made up to the 30th June, the same date as the other accounts 
are made up to. 


As will be seen from the particulars of expenditure given in 
Appendix BB,* the fifteen months began with a debit balance of 
£370 9s. 10d. and ended with a credit balance of £161 11s. 11d. 


During the past year the steamer travelled 15,913 miles. The 
consumption of coal was:—Main engines, 591 tons 17 cwt.; 
launches, 238 tons 8 cwt.; galley, 13 tons; or a total of 628 tons 
5 ewt. In addition to the launch which the steamer carries, she 
bears the expenditure of the launch ‘ Ruby.” 


Goup MINING. 


39. Matters are and have been dull in the Louisiade Gold Field. 
This field comprises the islands of the Archipelago of the Louisi- 
ades. Although much quartz has been found on several islands, 
the only ones in which mining has been carried on are Misima 
and Sudest. On Misima mining has practically ceased. That 
there is no more gold to be found in it would be a hasty conclusion 
to come to, as what may exist in the bowels of its lofty densely- 
wooded hills is unknown. An auriferous lease was applied for 
during the year of a piece of land in this island. 


Alluvial mining in Sudest Island has fallen very low. What 
there is is chiefly carried on by natives, who have become very 
proficient at the work and who can get enough to satisfy them 
from ground which it would not be worth while to a European 
tominein. The future prospects of the island as a goldfield ap- 
parently depend upon its reef. The British New Guinea Gold 
Fields Proprietary Company have several leases of claims, situate 
on a ridge about midway between sea and sea. The initial ex- 
penses of this company were heavy, probably much more so than 
its founders expected. In quite new country and under entirely 
novel conditions most people would be apt to underestimate the 
cost and labour required in landing heavy machinery, making 
roads over which to carry it through wooded hills of soft slippery 
clay, and hauling it over these roads. This work, however, has 
been done, and at present there is a quartz machine erected at 
the foot of the slope of the hill in which the reef is situated. The 
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reef is reached by tunnels driven into the hill side. A large 
quantity of quartz has been crushed. The return of gold is not 
known to the Government. Mr. Hancock, who until recently 
was the local manager of the mine, is at present away from the 
Possession, and is busy arranging for more capital. Asa pioneer 
Mr. Hancock deserves recognition, as he has struggled against 
difficulties and against sickness with indefatigable perseverance 
and energy. 


40. The Woodlark Gold Field fell off during the year as an 
alluvial field. There were at the close of the year some sixty 
or seventy miners on it. The most important gold workings on 
Woodlark Island are in an isolated little range, situated about 
half a mile from the head of a bay on the northern coast of the 
island. Close to a gully in these hills a remarkable lode or dyke 
of mineral has been found, in which gold occurs in large quanti- 
ties. One claim at least has turned out exceedingly well. The 
gold obtained is in the form of “dust.” It is questionable 
whether much of it has not been lost through incomplete ap- 
pliances being used. The appearance of the lode would cer- 
tainly not lead an inexperienced miner to think there might be 
gold in it. This discovery was made some time ago, but it is 
only lately that much attention has been drawn to the locality. 
New claims have been taken up in the neighbourhood, and a 
more systematic search for the lode is being made at other points 
on the hill. There is still a fair amount of hill country in the 
island that has never been properly prospected for lodes or reefs. 
The search would no doubt involve time and money; but the fact 
that a large quantity of alluvial gold has been found in, and 
close to, the hills would seem to indicate that gold-bearing 
minerals form part of the substance of which the hills are com- 
posed. The lode found at Kulamadau strengthens this view. 
This hill, a small range, is isolated from the main body of the 
high land, but in external aspect, and in its composition, it does 
not seem to differ much from others of the hills in the island. 


41. The Mambare, or, to call it by its official name, the Gira, 
goldfield has been the one that during the year attracted the 
most miners to it. This field has been rather an unsatisfactory 
one. Gold was first found in this part of the Possession, not far 
from the main range, in creeks that ran into the Mambare. After 
these were apparently worked out there was for a time a cessa- 
tion of mining work. The discovery of some good specimens of 
gold on the Gira by the late Mr. Shanahan led to the country 
between the Mambare and the Gira being prospected. Of late 
mining operations have been confined to this last-named tract of 
country. The results obtained have been very uneven ; some have 
done well, others have done very badly. Thewholecountry 1s 
clothed in dense forest, and the fall of rainisheavy. Hence gold 
seeking is a laborious and difficult task. The Warden estimates 
that probably about 10,000 ounces is the yield from the field for the 
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year. The population varies, but the average has been about 
150 men. A drawback to prospecting has been the difficulty of 
obtaining carriers; but the mortality amongst native carriers in 
the district has been so heavy that it is unreasonable to expect 
that natives will engage as carriers for the Mambare. Consider- 
ing that, apart from the question of health, the wages paid to 
carriers has not been much higher than they can obtain near 
their own homes, and that the hardships have been much greater, 
it is a wonder that so many natives were induced to go to the 
Mambare. There has been no trouble with hostile natives on the 
field where the mining has been carried on lately, the country be- 
ing an uninhabited one. 


The probabilities seem to be that there still exists undiscovered 
auriferous country inland between the Mambare and the Gira. 
But it will take time and labour to prospect the country in ques- 
tion ; and, as the Warden points out, much of the mining hitherto 
done has been carried on by inexperienced miners. More 
elaborate methods of mining will probably produce better results. 


42. Quite recently gold has been found in hilly country a few 
miles inland from the head of Milne Bay, which is situate at the 
south-east extremity of New Guinea. It is too early yet to form 
a conclusion as to the richness of the locality in the precious 
metal. Several years ago gold was found in the hills some twenty 
miles to the north-west of the spot at which gold has lately been 
found. The new field has the advantage of being easily reached. 
With a fair wind a boat can run from Samarai to the head of 
Milne Bay inaday. There isa large native population in Milne 
Bay, who are quite willing to carry over the few miles that inter- 
vene between the sea and the field. The nature of the country 
where the gold has been found is rugged and broken. Should 
the auriferous country extend towards the south-east for any 
distance, it will be accessible from the south coast by the deep 
inlet of Mullin’s Harbour. 


LAND SETTLEMENT. 


43. In Appendix CC® are given the list of grants issued durin 
the year. This does not represent the lands applied for ad 
granted during the year. Ina new country like this Possession, 
where the different blocks of land are generally far apart, it is 
difficult to get lands surveyed. The Crown has been so far 
unable to undertake the duty, as the fees that would be paid by 
the purchaser would not nearly recoup the Crown. At present 
there is one private licensed surveyor in the Possession who re- 
sides at Samarai. 


° Not pr.nted. 
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The largest area of land taken up during the year was some 
ten square miles on the Musa River. This has been taken up by 
a company, of which Dr. ‘Vaughan is the local representative. 
The cultivation of indiarubber is one of the uses to which it is 
prepared to put this land. 


The Warirata plantation of Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Co., 
Limited, is the most interesting one in the country. It is 
situated on the summit of the Astrolabe Range, at an altitude 
of some 2,600 feet, and is distant from Port Moresby by the 
road a little over a score of miles. The climate is of course 
cooler than that of the low coast country. There are here some 
20,000 growing plants of Arabian coffee. In addition to these, 
the experiment of planting 16,000 holes with seed is being tried. 
The oldest plants flowered at fourteen months, and at that age 
were about three feet high. Fruit trees that thrive in tropical 
climates, and also certain kinds that thrive in temperate climates, 
have been planted out. English potatoes, carrots, turnips, and 
cabbages do fairly well; and watercress is now growing in a 
freshwater creek. Some crossbred and Lincoln sheep are de- 
pastured on the grassy hills, but it is too soon yet to be able to 
judge whether they will do well. 


Messrs. Gors and Anderson’s plantation of cocoanuts at Dedere, 
on the shores of Cloudy Bay, is now beginning to bear. The 
ground is flat and only a few feet above sea level. Apparently 
the subsoil keeps humid during most of the year. There was 
not much forest on the land originally, but the native grass that 
covered it was thick and as stout as small cane. As the trees 
grew up it became easier to keep the grass down. The trees 
have not grown in altitude rapidly, but they are healthy looking. 
Their trunks are stout and the bole at the bottom is large and 
full, both apparent indications of vitality in the tree. There are 
some 18,000 trees in all. 


Some acres planted with the indigenous indiarubber tree known 
as the maki-maki can be seen at Mr. A. C. English’s place at 
Rigo. The young trees are growing well. he maki-maki 
grows in a wild state on the flat in which the plantation is 
situate. 


At Gibara Island. on the Fly River, pea-nuts have lately been 
cultivated. Some 12 ewt. were sent from thence last year. The 
owners of the island are apparently satisfied with the experi- 
ment, and intend cultivating the plant largely. 


A large block of land has lately been taken up on the Oriomo 
River that debouches into Daru roads. The river can be navi- 
gated by boats for some distance. The Daru roads are a good 
anchorage at all seasons of the vear. There is a large extent of 
land on and in the vicinity of this river which 1s not used by 
natives. 
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METEOROLOGICAL. 


44. Tables of meteorological observations taken at Port 
Moresby, in the Central District, and at Daru, in the Western 
District, will be found in Appendix DD.* 


The rainfall at Port Moresby for the year was 44°25 inches. 
The greatest fall was in March, 1899, when 13°69 inches fell. In 
September, 1898, and in June, 1899, there was practically no 
rain. It rained on sixty-nine days of the year, and the greatest 
rainfall in any one day was 6.25 inches. The rainfall at Port 
Moresby for the last five years has been : — 


inches. 
1894-95 - ” oo; .. 4011 
1895-96 es ie ... 82°15 
1896-97 ” oe 7 ... 88°97 
1897-98 “i ‘ a .. 8770 
1898-99 ~ " we. 44°25 


At Daru the rainfall for the year was 82.70 inches. The 
heaviest fall was in April, 1899, when 23.17 inches were recorded. 
The lightest fall was that of September, 1898, when only 0.34 
inches fell. Rain fell on 199 days, and the greatest fall in any 
one day was 4.34 inches. The rainfall at Daru for the last five 
years has been: — 


inches. 
1894-95 oF ae il .-- 116.82 
1895-96 a an a ... 69.49 
1896-97 a a eae .. 61.62 
1897-98 sas ees be ... 93.60 
1898-99 is es si ..- 82.90 


The following are the temperature records for Port Moresby : — 


Average temperature for the year—Attached thermometer, 
82.82 degrees; maximum thermometer, 88.36 degrees; minimum 
thermometer, 74.10 degrees. 


Greatest average heat forone month: Attached thermometer, 
November, 1898, 86.33 degrees; maximum thermometer, Janu- 
ary, 1899, 92.83 degrees; minimum thermometer, January, 1899, 
76.12 degrees. 


Least average heat for one month: Attached thermometer, 
August, 1898, +9.16 degrees; maximum thermometer, July, 1898, 
.83.46 degrees ; minimum thermometer, June, 1899, 72.50 degrees. 
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The following are the temperature records for Daru : — 


Greatest average heat for one month: Attached thermometer, 
October, 1898, 83.25 degrees; maximum thermometer, March, 
1899, 87.3 degrees; minimum thermometer, December, 1898, 


76.38 degrees. 


Least average heat for one month: Attached thermometer, 
July, 1898, 78.9 degrees; maximum thermometer, July, 1898, 


81.9 degrees; minimum thermometer, July, 1898, 73.9 degrees. 


With regard to the sea-coast of the mainland, the experience 
so far gained seems to prove that the climate of the western por- 
tion is rainy. Port Moresby is apparently near the centre of 
a dry belt that extends between 100 and 150 miles along the 
coast. From the eastern point of this belt the climate again 
becomes more rainy as far as East Cape. The north-east coast 
as far as Cape Nelson is drier. Beyond Cape Nelson as far as 
the northern boundary rain appears to be more frequent, and the 
Mambare is a wet district. 


So far no continuous experience of the climate of the mountain 
region has been obtained. It seems evident that rainy weather 
is much more common in the mountains than on the coast. 
Thunder showers are more frequent. Mist and drizzle also pre- 
vail in the high lands. On the Astrolabe Range, which is close 
to the coast, abundance of water and fresh grass will be found 
during periods in which the country at its base is parched and 
withered. 


NatTIvE MATTERS. 


45. From the reports of Government officers it 1s evident that 
vear by vear the influence of the Government extends 
further and = further throughout the country. The 
experiences of traders and bird collectors also show 
that the desire to be on friendly terms with the while 
man is spreading. The visits of Government parties and 
of private persons into new districts tend in the end to lessen 
the suspicion of the native rerarding the conduct and intentions 
of the stranger towards him. But doubtless there are other 
causes which lead to the native changing his attitude from one 
of hostility or mistrust to one of confidence and friendliness. 
The Papuan is not a nomadic savage, possessed of little but his 
weapons and his dogs. He regards a portion of the country as 
the inheritance of his people, and to this little territory he is much 
attached. He owns a garden and a fixed abode, and a few chat- 
tels, which are valuable to him. To lose his possessions, and to 
be driven out of his country, he would regard as a great mis- 
fortune. He probably hears of the fair-skinned new-comer, and 
of his actions and his power, long before he sees anything of him. 
Tle also learns that the whiteman possesses articles that he de- 
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sires very much to have. The Papuan is probably not much 
iven to reflection, though he certainly seems to be addicted to 
discussing things with his friends a great deal. It is probable, 
therefore, that the whiteman and the advantages or otherwise of 
being on amicable terms with him is a subject that often forms 
the topic of conversation, even in villages that have never seen a 
European. The change in the attitude and manner of natives, 
between a first and subsequent visit of a Government party, can 
scarcely be entirely due to the effect produced by either visit. 
What has taken place in the intertm amongst the natives them- 
selves has probably something to do with the change. There is 
one known instance of natives coming to a determination amongst 
themselves to be obedient to the Government. The natives of 
the Engineer Group were at one timea terror to neighbouring 
islandsowing to their murderous raids. Apparently some time 
after the Protectorate had been established they ceased these raids, 
and from that time they have been very quiet well-behaved natives. 
The Rev. Mr. Field was once speaking to their old chief about 
this change. The old man explained that a conviction had 
spread amonyst them that their existing mode of life would 
bring them into conflict with the new power, which evidently did 
not approve of raiding. So they held serious discussions over the 
matter, and finally concluded that it was best to bow to cir- 
cumstances, and hehave in a manner that the Government would 
approve of. ** And you see,” added the chief with evident pride, 

“Not one of us has ever been put in gaol.” 


For a good while to come improvement amongst natives will 
apparently manifest itself mostlv in giving up evil ways, and not 
in acquiring new and better ones. Because the members of a 
tribe have ceased to kill each other, or the members of other tribes, 
and now live in peace and harmony, it does not follow that there 
has been any radical change in the character of the people. The 
fear of the law restrains the native’s hand, and in time, probably, 
weakens the impulse to resort to violence. But leaving the in- 
fluence of the law out of the question, the native is now behaving 
as he probably always did behave when there existed no particular 
reason for his doing otherwise. He is naturally a cheerful, 
good-tempered individual, and likes to be on amicable terms with 
those whom he comes in contact with. He is at present what he 
most likely always was, except that he now represses propensities 
that formerly he did not repress. 


The Papuan apparently must have reached the stage on the road 
from savagery to civilisation at which he is now arrived, some time 
ago. Ifthe coast tribes, from the Dutch to the German boundary, 
be taken no profound difference will be found amongst them. 
In the purely useful acts they are all much on a level. The 
houses of some tribes are larger and more solid; some build much 
superior canoes; and others, again, have much better gardens. 
But these differences are most likely the result of necessity and 
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local circumstances, and not of any special intellectual quality. 
The Papuan mind is by no means so stagnant that it cannot 
in matters which it thoroughly understands perceive the superi- 
ority of one article over another, or the value of some article that 
is new. A native almost at once sees that an iron tomahawk or 
e European fishhook is better than a stone tomahawk or a thorn 
hook. And the same with European pigs, and dogs, and tobacco. 
But when it comes to quite new tools, or things, the native does 
not readily perceive their value. 


It is perhaps assumed too implicitly that because the native 
sometimes imitates Europeans or adapts himself for a time to 
their ways that he is convinced of the superiority of these ways 
and intends to follow them. His taking to wearing clothes is 
cited as an example of this. But it is probably in the matter of 
clothes and in personal ornaments that the Papuan most clearly 
shows what an unadulterated barbarian he still is. If the natives 
of Port Moresby cannot be said to be those that are most addicted 
to ia clothes, they at least have been the longest familiar 
with people wearing clothes. The great majority of the women 
of Port Moresby have never worn anything but the ample grass 
kilt, and the great majority of the men have never worn anything 
but the scanty garb that meets the requirements of the local native 
standard of propriety. But if a lad be taken from the village 
into the service of a European he will expect to be given singlets 
and calico loin cloths, and is apparently much gratified if he 
gets a belt and a sash also. Whilst he remains in service he is 
always fully clad, or at least never appears without his loin cloth, 
and he gives the impression that he likes wearing clothes, 
and especially smart ones. A week or two after he has left his 
place you will meet him in the European settlement in true 
native costume or simply in a dingyold singlet. It is quite 
evident that the difference between his present and his late ap- 
pearance does not trouble him in the least. In his notions about 
the value, if not the beauty, of personal ornaments the native 
does not appear to be yet influenced by European ideas. He 
wears beads at times, and his taste in making up strings of differ- 
ent coloured beads is good and orginal. But it aa be pretty 
safely affirmed that there is hardly a native in New Guinea that 
would not value as an ornament an extra fine specimen of a shell 
armlet, or of a carved boar’s tusk or dog’s teeth necklace, more 
than he would any European jewel. 


There are probably a good many obstacles that stand in the way 
of really improving the native. He is a human being of a race 
that is not acquainted with servitude; it is unlikely, therefore, 
however much he may be compelled to admit the superiority of 


. the European in particular things, that he regards himself as a 


being as much inferior to the latter. He probably considere his 
ideas and mode of life as being more sensible than ours: he can- 
not, therefore, see much reason for altering. The conservative 
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element is strong in him, and “ that which was good enough for 
my father is good enough for me” is certainly an article in the 
Papuan creed. It is at times a disappointment to Europeans to 
notice how a Papuan, who from the time that he was a mere lad 
until he is fairly advanced in manhood has been in the service 
of uropeans, will suddenly break off his connection with Euro- 
pean life and become again a thorough native. The Port 
Moresby villages illustrate the conservative element in a marked 
manner. Owing to the lack of rich soil near the port the natives 
there have had to be fairly active to obtain a livelihood. Their 
life was never a very easy one, but the majority of the villagers 
lead the lives that their fathers did, and practically do not work 
for Europeans, although it may be more profitable to them to do 
80. 


Unfortunately, with the Papuan, progress in acquiring know- 
ledge of European ways and improvement are not the same thing. 
The native’s intellect may be sharpened, but frequently the pro- 
cess has only been carried out at the expense of his character. 
There can be little doubt that the old fashioned conservative 
section of the Port Moresby villages is the respectable section. 
Its members as a whole are more honest and truthful, and practise 
the domestic virtues more thoroughly, than the members of the 
more advanced section. 


The Papuan has been called avaricious. In the sense that he 
is eager to obtain things that he desires, and not backward in 
begging for them, he may be avaricious. But he is not avaricious 
in the sense that he has a strong propensity to save and accumu- 
late and not to part with what he has acquired. He is not parsi- 
monious as Europeans at times are. Some natives are apparently 
taking to hoarding money; but likely enough they will spend 
it after a time. But most natives spend what they get, and in a 
rather thoughtless manner at times. A native will accumulate 
native ornaments, because to possess them adds to his importance. 
But the Papuan appears to be still a long way from that strong 
and persistent desire found in higher races which leads to the 
accumulation of property for the mere satisfaction of possessing. 
it. Any avarice, therefore, that the Papuan may possess at oi 
sent is not likely to be much of a factor in inducing him to lead 
a more laborious, energetic, and money-making life than he leads 
at present. 


46. In Appendix EE* will be found a vocabulary of native 
dialects. The dialects, with the exception of the Motu, are those 
of inland tribes. The Sogeri inhabit a portion of the Astrolabe 
Range, about twenty-five miles east by a little north from Port 
Moresby. The Hagari and Boura tribes reside in the mountains, 
about thirty-five miles north-east of Port Moresby. Iworo is the 
name of one of the villages of a tribe that occupies a portion of 
the lower slopes and foothills on the north-eastern face of the 


* Not printed. 
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main range close to The Gap. The Gap lies about north-east 
from Port Moresby. The Yoda Valley dialects is that of a tribe 
that lives close to the right bank of the Yoda River, about north- 
east of the Gap. | 


The Sogeri dialect was obtained by Mr. Ballantine. The 
Hagari is from two separate vocabularies, one made by Mr. Bal- 
lantine and the other by Messrs. Russell and MacDonald. The 
Iworo and Yoda Valley dialects are the work of Mr. MacDonald, 
but he had not much time to give to the subject. 


Prior to the pacification effected by Government expeditions, 
there does not appear to have been much, if any, recent inter- 
course between any of the tribes whose dialects are given. In 
the late expedition of Messrs. Russell and MacDonald no trace 
of any communication between the Hagari and the Iworo people 
was discovered. ‘The Iworo people and the Yoda Valley people 
were declared enemies, the latter being, as a rule, the aggressors. 
Judging by the dialects and other circumstances, it seems to be 
a reasonable conjecture that the Iworo are an offshoot from moun- 
tain tribes on the south side of the main range, and that the 
Yoda Valley people are akin to the people lying between the Yoda 
and the north-east coast. 

By what scries of migration the different tribes in British New 
Guinea come to be where they at present are is a subject upon 
which the knowledge of native history so far gained does not 
throw much hght. In the case of most of the tribes living near 
to the coast for some fifty miles or so to the east of Port Moresby, 
the tradition is that they came from inland. The recent history 
of the country inland of Port Moresby seems to support this 
tradition. It is apparently clear that for years before the arrival 
of the Government the pressure was from inland towards the 
coast. The tribe wherever it was situated dreaded its inland 
neighbours more than its coastal neighbours. The Hagari and 
other neighbouring mountain tribes had by constant attacks 
depopulated a large extent of country lying between them and 
the coast. But the Hagari themselves are somewhat afraid of 
more inland tribes. In the portion of the coast that lies between 
Bilirupu and Du Faure Island, attacks by inland tribes on coastal 
tribes still take place, but the converse never happens. Some- 
thing may perhaps be allowed for Government influence 
over the coastal tribes. But the general ignorance of 
the inland country which prevails amongst the coastal 
tribes, would seem to show that warlike exneditions were 
seldom if ever undertaken by them against their inland 
neighbours. A slight exception to this is found at 
Toaripi, and at Karama in the Gulf of Papua. The Toaripi 
people, or their near kindred, the Moviavi people, who live two 


- or three miles inland, seem to have destroyed the more inland 


people that lived in the low flat country. They do not seem to 
have ever gone into the hills. They state that they know of one 
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village in the mountains, but it does not appear that any of the 
present generation have ever seen it. The average Karama man 
will relate a number of fables about the people that inhabit the 
country inland from that village, but he will admit that he never 
saw one. It seems, however, that years ago the Karama people 
were friends with their inland neighbours, but a quarrel about a 
woman put an end to this. Since then they have been enemies, 
but not very active ones. The Karama people acknowledge that 
it was their fault that led to the quarrel. 


The north-east coast, being as yet more or less an unknown 
land, very little knowledge has been acquired of the relations 
between the coast and inland people. The Mambare natives 
when we first came into contact with them knew absolutely no- 
thing about any inland tribe lying directly behind them. Ap- 
parently there was none nearer than the slopes or foothills of 
the Main Range. The Cape Nelson and Collingwood Bay 
people were enemies of the people on the Musa River. There 
are no traces of villages on the Musa nearer than fifteen miles or 
so from the mouth. The country between the villages of Colling- 
wood Bay and the Goropo Range is uninhabited apparently, and 
the range itself, except the lower slopes of the south-eastern por- 
tion, seems to be on its north-eastern face a wilderness. A slight 
chain of communication appears to exist between the people living 
in the most western point of Collingwood Bay and the Musa 
River people. The intervening villages that form this chain are 
probably friencly with their nearest neighbours on each side. In 
Goodenough Bav the coast people were almost invariably hostile 
to their hill neighbours, even though the latter were but a few 
miles off. 


The struggle for the means of subsistance seems hardly to have 
been a factor in the movements and action of tribes in New 
Guinea itself. The land could easily support its present popu- 
lation many times over if the country were populated in an even 
manner. There are Jarge tracts of land bare of inhabitants. 
Here and there on the coast the cultivable land is becoming 
rather scarce, but even at these points there is abundance of 
spare ground inland. Naturally enough the coast people do not 
care to give up the variety of food and other articles which they 
obtain from the sea, and hence do not care to live far from the 
coast. 


The comparative study of districts may throw light on the 
origin and migrations of tribes. But how it comes that tribes 
that seem to have halted here and there, at stages on the margin 
of the one stream of migration, have different dialects is not clear. 
According to the natives the current of migration from the 
Puranl River in the Gulf of Papua, as far at least as Port 
Moresby, has along the coast been from west to east. Taking the 
coast from the mouth of the Purari to Galley Reach in Redscar 
Bav we find the dialects of the beach people to be diverse. The 


BritTisH 
NEw 
GUINEA, 
1898-9. 


34 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


peta differing dialects are as follows: —Apiopi, Orokolo, and Bailale 
ae - the same dialect ; Kerema, separate dialect; Sailo, Wamai, 
1898 9 Karama, one dialect; Toaripi, Lese, Yokea, the same dialect ; 
* Oiapu, separate dialect; Kivori, Maiva, Delena, Roro, Hisiu, one 
dialect. Of these dialects that of Toaripi is the most generally 
known throughout the eastern shores of the Gulf. 


ed 


MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS. 


47. A list of ministers of religion and justices of the peace, 
registered and empowered to i re marriages, is given in 
Appendix FF.* The list of ministers, as will be seen, comprises 
members of all the four missions of the Possession. The great bulk 
of the natives, even in the most settled districts, marry according 
to native customs. This is not altogether a state of things to be 
deplored. Doubtless it is much to be desired that the natives 
should take a more elevated view of marriage, and should regard 
it as a more lasting union than they appear to do at present. 
But the mode or form in which they marry is not likely to alter 
their ideas about the nature of the contract itself. Their customs 
seem for the present to suit them well enough. They marry at 
a very early age. Marriage with them appears to be a rule that 
has hardly any exception. The celibacy of adult Europeans is 
a matter which they do not comprehend. As in more civilised 
countries, marriages at times are due rather to the action of 
parents and relatives than to the inclination of the parties them- 
selves. Conjugal affection between natives 1s perhaps seldom as 
deep as it is between people of higher races. But there are 
numerous instances of married couples living contentedly to- 
vether until death separates them. 


48. A list of the officers in the service of the Possession on the 
30th June, 1899, exclusive of the staff of the “ Merrie England,” 
will be found in Appendix GG.* 


Sir William MacGregor left the Possession on the Ist Septem- 
ber, 1898. On the 22nd March, 1899, Mr. G. Ruthven Le 
Hunte, C.M.G., assumed administration as Lieutenant-Governor. 
In the interval between the above dates, Mr. F. P. Winter, 
(.M.G., administered the Government of the Possession. 


Shortly after the beginning of the financial year—viz., in 
August, 1898, Mr. W. M. Shanahan, who was in charge of the 
Mambare district, died there of sickness. The district was then 
taken charge of bv Captain A. W. Butterworth, who at the time 
was in the district. He was relieved by Mr. H. H. Stuart Russell, 
who remained in charge until the appointment of Mr. W. E. 
Armit. 


lic Soe ise eee tt ee ee 
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A few months later the service lost another officer in the person 
of Mr. H. W. De Lange, Sub-Collector of Customs at Daru, who 
was drowned in the estuary of the Fly River. Mr. De Lange, 
who was a young man, was a very promising officer, and had 
already done good work. Mr. T. Wood succeeded Mr. De Lange 
as Sub-Collector at Daru. 


In April last the Possession lost the services of one of its pioneer 
officers, Mr. J. G. Allen, Government Printer. Mr. Allen came 
over from Queensland at the time of the establishment of the 
Possession to start and take charge of the Printing Department 
of the Colony. For over a decade Mr. Allen, as Government 
Printer and as general clerical assistant, carried out all duties 
entrusted to him ably and diligently. To the great regret of 
his brother officers, family cares compelled him to relinquish his 
post in British New Guinea. He was succeeded as Government 
Printer by Mr. James Wood. 

Mr. B. W. Bramel, who was Government Agent for the Mekeo 
district at the beginning of the year, was transferred to the Port 
Moresby staff, and Mr. A. Giulianetti was appointed to theMekeo 
district. 

Mr. A. M. Campbell was away on leave for four months of the 


year, during which period the south-eastern district was in charge 
of Mr. C. A. W. Monckton. 


Mr. A. H. Symons was away on leave for two months, his duties 
as sub-collector being performed by Mr. A. MacAlpine, under 
the supervision of Mr. M. H. Moreton. 


Mr. A. C. English was away from his district on sick leave 
for about three months, and during such period the agency was 
icooked after by Mr. G. English. 


Mr. B. A. Hely, owing to severe illness, has been out of the 
Possession since the beginning of March last, and Mr. T. Wood 
has been in charge at Daru since then. 


I have, &c., 
Francis P. WINTER. 


His Excellency 7 
THE HonovuraBteE Siz S. W. Gairriru, G.C.M.G., &c., &., 
Lieutenant-Governor of Queensland, Brisbane. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following reports relating to Her Majesty's Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, andl may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— : 


ANNUAL. 
{ 

No. | Colony. Year. 
202 | Barbados-... bee ae ack see 1898 
263 ° Falkland [slands ... bas ad cs | “3 
964 | Gambia a ree ae ies oe “ 
265 | St. Helena ... — ibe aie oe: a 
266 | Leeward Islands... ae ses ae ss 
267 | St. Lucia ee Sas ate ail < 
268 | Fiji... ce t,o : 
264 | Turks and Caicos Islands... | 
270 | Malta = dae ae ee Saas y 
271 Gold Coast ... sae mA re soca < 
272 | Trinidad a a ‘a 
273 | Sierra Leone sat 3 
2é4  , Ceylon se aoe bats 7 a 
275 | British Solomon Islands ... w | 1898-94 
276 =| Gibraltar ae Sat) 1898 
277 =| Bahamas .. Bas : 35 
278 | British Honduras ... hae : | 3 
279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues ... - | 56 
280 | Grenada : aa ‘ - 
281 | St. Vincent ... - 
282 | Hong Kong... $5 
283 | Jamaica 1898-99 


984 | Lagos... 90 eee ee ee | «1898 
285 | Seychelles ... ; 


286 | Christinas and Cocos-Keeling Islands ... 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements... Sos sien si 1898 
288 | Basutoland ... o33 oe sas we |} 1898-99 
289 | Niger Coast Protectorate ... ae sie = 
Q7_Qs 
290 | Britisn Guiana wad se id ie eecar 
291 | Falkland Islands 2 | 1899. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. | Colony. ! Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast fs ..- | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand ... ar ... | Forests. 
4 | Sierra Leone ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada . | Emigration. 
> | Bahamas ... ae ... | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong es ... | Bubonic Plague. 
7 | Newfoundland ... -- | Mineral Resources. 
S | Western Pacific ... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica... sad .. | Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands ... .. | Condition during 1897. 
ll | Grenada ... Kee ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 


12 | Anguilla ... ae ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
13. | Cook Islands ___... --- | Report for 1899. 


~, 7 
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No. 289. 


NIGER COAST PROTECTORATE. 


REPORT FOR 1898-9. 
(For Report for 1897-8, see [C. 9124.].) 
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Presented to both Mouses of Parliament by Command of Wer Majesty. 
February 1900. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFIOCR 
By DARLING & SON, Lrtp., 1-3, GgEat St. THomas APOSTLE, B.C. 
And to be purchased. either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE & SPOTTISWOODE. East HARDING STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C. and 
82, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. ; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBUBGH, and 

, WEST NILE STREET, GLascow ; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Oo. eurgenail 104, GRAFTON STREET. DLUBLIS. 


1900. 
[Cd. 3-12.] Price 2hd. 


COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page -— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. | Year. 


259 | Basutoland bes tes cee ded .. | 1897-98 
256 | Newfoundland .. ... | 1896-97 
257 | Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands as 1898 

258 | British New Guinea ... Pn tae ... | 1897-98 


259 | Bermuda ee bu 1898 
260 | Niger.—West African E Frontier Force .- | 1897-98 
261 | Jamaica . xs eae Ss n 
962 | Barbados .. a - a m ae 1898 
263 | Falkland Islands eee se se5 bes 
264 | Gambia ... oe us ue see oes ea 
265 | St. Helena aoe ue ee ese ne ne 
266 | Leeward Islands aoe ae oe Se s 
267 | St. Lacia.. ie ie sae sa eae “ 
268 | Fiji as ae dius av 3 
269 | Turks and ‘Caicos Islands bass zee ie se 


270 | Malta... a a sae oe “ee 
271 | Gold Coast ate ves ae ; 
272 | Trinidad... 

273 | Sierra Leone _... su6 ane isa et 
274 | Ceylon ... ate sis eis % 
275 | British Solomon Islands sad me ... | 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar — ade ot a 1898 


2/7 | Bahamas wie sas ee es os 
278 | British Honduras ae eee sei er “3 
279 | Mauritius and sei oats oe - it ” 
280 | Grenada .. eae a ade ; aes “ 


281 | St. Vincent 
282 | Hong Kong sare die sae sae 99 
283 | Jamaica ... ee bch 7 re ... | 1898-99 
284 | Lagos _s.. — is es wwe wis 1898 
289 Seychelles - Ses ‘s 

286 | Christmas and Cocos. Keeling Islands as 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements... on _ ose 1898 
288 | Basutoland we ee ges uae ... | 1898-99 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Nu. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast... .... ... | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand ... ‘ae ... | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone ~ ... | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada ... re .-. | Emigration. 

5 | Bahamas ... sis ... | Sisal Industry. 

6 | Hong Kong seg ... | Bubonic Plague. 

7 | Newfoundland ... ... | Mineral Resources, 

8 | Western Pacific ... .-. | British Solomon Islands. 

9 | Dominica ... _ .. | Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands _... ... | Condition during 1897. 
ll | Grenada ... sas .- | Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla... ae .. | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
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No. 289. 


NIGER COAST PROTECTORATE. 


.(For Report for 1897-8, see [C 9124.].) 


COMMISSIONER AND ConsuL-GENERAL Sirk R. Moor to 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


H.M. Consulate General, 
Old Calabar, 
lst October, 1899. 


SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the Annual 
Report for the year 1898-9, which has been prepared in the‘ 
usual form and in ee with the information supplied in 


the Blue Book, which has already been forwarded. 

There is nothing to add to the information given in the Report, 
but I should wish to state that during the year all Officers of the 
Protectorate, both European and Native, hag been diligent and 
zealous in the discharge of their duties, and that the staff in all 
directions may be considered able and efficient. 

Lam, &c., 


R. Moor, 


Commissioner and Consul-General 
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Nicez ANNUAL REPORT ON THE NIGER COAST 
Pr 

sei PROTECTORATE, 1898-9. 

1898-9. 


REVENUE. 
The sources of revenue in the Protectorate are as follows :— 


I, Customs Duties on Imports only specific. 
II. Postal Revenue. 
III. Fees and Fines of Court derivable from— 
(a) Consular Courts. 
(5) Native Courts. 
IV. Licences, &c. 


V. Miscellaneous. 


The total revenue for the year under review from all sources 
amounted to £169,567 18s. 1ld., of which £160,669 13s. 1d. was 
derived from Customs Duties. In addition to the revenue there 
was a balance from the previous year 1897-98 of £13,159 18s. 34d., 
making in all £182,727 17s. 23d. as the total of balance and receipts. 

+ The revenue for 1898-99 shows a considerable increase on that 
of the previous year 1897-98, amounting to £16,386 10s. 10d. 
The revenue was also in excess of that estimated by 
£15,567 18s. 1ld., and this increase and excess are almost 
entirely due to an abnormal importation of dutiable goods which 
took ince in March, the last month of the year, owing to an 
a pehensioi on the part of the mercantile community that a 
revision of tariff was imminent with a view to an increase of 
duties. The revenue collected during the month in question 
amounted to over £23,000, which must be regarded as about 
£10,000 over the normal. From various causes it is ver 
difficult to arrive at an accurate estimate of the revenue, which 
on the existing tariff has varied from £112,440 in 1896-97 to 
£169,567 18s. 11d. as obtained in 1898-99, but taking an average 
of the last three years the revenue should approximate to 
£145,000. This cannot, however, be taken as definitely accurate, 
for the revenue of 1896-97 was probably something like £30,000 
under the normal owing to an enormous importation of dutiable 
goods, previous to a rise in the tariff, which had taken place in 
the preceding year 1895. Taking everything into ppoedestcn 
I am of opinion that there is a sufficiently stable trade in the 
Protectorate to produce on the existing tariff a revenue of from 
£155,000 to £160,000 per annum. Judging from past experience 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL: 5 


in cases where an Opportunity is piven: for the importation of 
large quantities of dutiable goods prior to a rise in the tariff, as 
was the casein 1895, it may be averaged to take at least three 
years before trade becomes again sufficiently stable to allow of a 
reasonably accurate estimate of revenue to be arrived at. 


EXPENDITURE. 


- "Phe expenditure for the year amounted to £146,751 17s. 14d. 
as against balance and receipts of £182,727 17s. 2$d., thus 
showing an excess of balance and receipts over expenditure of 
£35,976 Os. ld. | 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The statement of assets and liabilities on the 3lst March 1899 
shows an excess of the former amounting to £58,469 2s. 8d., 
made up as follows :—~ 


Assets. 


£ os. d. £ os. d: 
I. Cash balances in local 19,198 12 10 
chests and with Crown | 
Agents. | 
II. Cash on deposit .. 22,111 10 1 
IIT. Remittance in transit 18,024 12 
and uncollected. 


EV. Advances due to the 3,297 10 5 


Protectorate. 
V. “Ivy ” Depreciation 3,158 5 4 
Fund. 


Total Assets eae .- 65,790 11 0 


Liabilities. 
£ 5s. d. 


1. Deposit ... es we «897,232 5 5 
II. Drafts drawn. and unpaid 89 2 11 


Deduct Total Liabilities... ise.» 1,321 84, 


al a 


- Excess of Assets over Liabilities ... £58,469 2 8 


, # 
ad 
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DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURE. 


In the following statement which shows the balance, revenue 
and expenditure, it will be observed that the expenditure under 
Political and Administrative amounts to £18,246 2s. 5d. This 
shows a considerable increase as against the expenditure under 
the same head in the previous year, which amounted to 
£15,912 16s. 10d. It is due to the extra staff necessary for the 
administration of Benin City Territories, and also to an increase 
in the staff in other directions necessitated by the large area 
under Government control. 


The amount expended on the Niger Coast Protectorate Force 
amounts to £21,372 1ls. 2d., the expenditure in the previous 
year having been £16,738 12s. 10d. This increase is due to an 
augmentation in the establishment of the force which from 450 
men was increased to 550, the enlarged area of territory which 
has been brought under control requiring this increase. 


The expenditure in the Marine Department amounts to 
£22,097 6s. 4}d., that in the previous year having been 
£18,490 14s. The increase is heavy, but is accounted for by 
the purchase of two new launches during the year, and the 
necessity for placing the Marine Department on a thoroughly 
sound footing and providing effective workshops for carrying 
out repairs to the yacht, launches, lighters, boats, &c. Almost 
the entire transport of the Protectorate is carried out by this 
department, the territories being, fortunately for matters of 
transport, intersected in all directions by rivers and creeks, for 
the navigation and controlling of which it is necessary to have 
a considerable number of launches. A Government yacht is 
necessary for the purpose of sea transport, and she can not only 
call at the maritime stations of the Protectorate, but owing to 
her capacity and construction is able to carry out the entire 
transport to many stations from 15 to 40 miles inland. To place 
this department on a thoroughly efficient footing the annual 
expenditure will require to be further increased by between two 
and three thousand pounds per annum for the next few years, to 
provide the necessary craft, workshop material, &c., for the 
establishment, after which the expenses of actually carrying on 
may possibly be reduced. 


The Medical Department shows an _ expenditure of 
£10,129 11s. 3d. as against an expenditure in the previous year 
of £7,112 17s. ld. The increase here is also large, and is due to 
increased staff necessitated by extra stations and expense incurred 
in improved sanitary arrangements for both Europeans and 
natives, which, from the medical report for the year, may be 
considered to have already had good results as regards health. 


The miscellaneous expenditure amounts to £9,346 9s. 10d. as 
against the expenditure in the previous year of £15,451 3s. 10d. 
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‘The decrease here is very considerable: not that there hag been 
an actual decreased expenditure but that the classification has. 


been better arranged in the Treasury Department. 


In the Public Works Department the expenditure under 
Surveyor-General was £3,437 3s. as against £3,010 Os. 7d, in 
the previous year. The increase is entirely owing to the additions 
to the staff which have been imperative to carry out the necessary 
work. Under Public Works Recurrent the amount shown 18 
£5,565 Os. 5d. as against the previous year’s £3,382 5s, 1ld. 
The explanation of this is that the premises in the Protectorate 
from year to year increase, and the cost of current repairs is 
consequently annually augmented. Further, the houses originally 
erected in the Protectorate, which are all of them wood and iron, 
‘require more repairs every year, the class of house not being a 
durable one in this climate, though its first cost is cheaper ana it 
‘can be more quickly erected than solid buildings. At the same 
time I should never again be in favour of erecting any buildings 
of this class unless for purely temporary purposes, when they can 
be run up quickly and cheaply. The Public Works Extraordinary 
shows an expondituve of £14,406 12s. 4)d. against that of the 
dah ae year of £5,627 9s. 1ld. This is consequent on the 

arge increase necessitated for extra buildings, &c., as the control 
of Government is extended over the country and the requisites 
of sound administration are provided. 
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LEGISLATION—LaAws AND PROCLAMATIONS, &C. 


During the year there has been no legislation either in the 
form of law or proclamation, the energy of the Legal Department 
having been given more particularly to proper organization of the 
Consular and Native Courts throughout the territories, in order 
to render the administration of justice generally more effective. 


‘There are in the territories eight Consular Courts administering 
justice under the Africa Order in Council and the Ordinances 
and Queen’s Regulations therewith incorporated, and during the 
year 486 criminal cases have been dealt with in these Courts, 
resulting in 349 convictions. The corresponding figures for the 
previous year 1897-98 are 655 cases dealt with, resulting in 545 
convictions. The difference in these figures tends to show that 
there is satisfactory improvement among the people who are 
‘subject to the jurisdiction of these Courts, which does not include 
the actual natives of the Protectorate. These, however, when 
consenting parties, can be dealt with in the Consular Courts, but 
are in most instances dealt with in the Native Courts. Offences 
against property accounted for 179 convictions as against 259 for 
the last year, and further improvement in this direction may be 
noted in the fact that no cases of predial larceny have been 
reported. With two or three exceptions the offences against 
property were simple larceny and were of such nature as to merit 
short sentences of imprisonment. The convictions for offences 
against the person showed a noticeable decrease in the year under 
report, the total being 85 as against 131 for the previous year. 
The convictions for other offences, few of which were of a 
serious nature, amounted to 85 as against 153 for the previous 
year. It is a noticeable fact that although most of these Courts 
have been in existence for several years the number of previous 
convictions is remarkably low. 


On the civil side the work of the Courts shows 338 cases, nearly 
all of them being claims for debt ; and there would appear to be 
.a considerable improvement in this direction also, for in last 
year’s report returns from five Courts only were given and the 
number of suits amounted to 355. It is found that the Courts 
are effective on the civil side, and that the judgments are carried 
out with very little difficulty. In only four instances has it been 


found necessary to commit a judgment debtor to prison for fraud — 


or for neglect to obey the order of the Court—a very low figure 
considering the number of claims for the year and the system of 
trade practised in the territories. 


Throughout the territories there are 23 Native Councils and 
minor Courts for the administration of justice, of which the 
organization has been revised during the year under report by the 
Judicial Officer, and they have been placed on a candat footing 
for the carrying out of the work entrusted tothem. A very large 
number of cases, both criminal and civil, are dealt with in these 


‘Courts, which under. the .direction_of.the. JudicialOfficer_are 
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immediately supervised by the district officers. A proper system: 
of record and book keeping has been arranged, from which it is 
hoped that in future years a fairly accurate return of the work done. 
may be obtained. There can be no doubt that these Courts are of 
immense value, not only in rendering very material assistance to 
the administration in the control of the territories, but in pro-- 
viding the means of instructing the chiefs of the people in the 
as methods of government and the administration of justice. 

ot only are they engaged in direct judicial work, but the Native 
Councils as distinct from the native minor Courts are allowed and 
encouraged to make necessary native laws affecting the tribes 
which he represent and over which they have control. All 
these Councils and Courts have practically the control of their 
own funds under the supervision, of course, of European officers ; 
and the expenditure of these funds for the general advantage of 
the country and people provides an object lesson in civilized 
administration. By this means Court houses are erected for the 
administering of justice and good roads made from village to village, 
and other works of general public utility carried out. It is 
anticipated that the value of the work done by these Courts will 
greatly increase in future years, and if proper attention be 
pe to their organization and control they will relieve the 

uropean officials of a large amount of labour, and indeed carry 
out work of administration and control which otherwise in all 
probability could not be coped with. 


POPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


European Population. 


The European population in the territories throughout the 
year averaged 227 persons, being 204 male and 23 female, an 
increase of 21 on that shown last year. The number of cases 
treated by the medical officers of the Protectorate amounted to - 
1,078, resulting in 14 deaths and 43 patients being invalided. 
This gives a death rate of 61°6 per thousand and an invaliding 
rate of 189°4 per thousand. It is interesting and perhaps instruc- 
tive to compare the figures for the last three years :— 


Date Number of | Number of} Rate per | Number | Rate per 
: Europeans.| Deaths. 1,000. Invalided. 1,000. 
1896-97 ... |. 214 21 98°13 35 163°5 
1897-98 ... 206 15 72 58 | (281 


1898-99 ... 227 14 61°6 43 189-4 
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In drawing conclusions from the above figures it should be noted 
that there was a heavy increase in the death rate in the first year 
- (1896-97), amounting to 9°8 per thousand over that of the previous 
_year. Eliminating this increase from the death rate of that year, 
it will be observed that the rate is a steadily decreasing one ; and 
regarding the figures with reference to invaliding it will be seen 
that there is a decided general tendency to increase. It may be 
concluded from the figures that judicious invaliding at the right 
moment certainly tends to decrease the death rate, and gives 
. satisfactory Salts in that such invaliding and sending the patients 
to Europe to recruit has resulted in recovery in nearly every case. 
The decrease in the death rate may be attributed to a great 
extent to the improvement of the conditions under which the 
Europeans now live, the greater attention given to general 
‘sanitation, and (probably) to the general improvement in the 
methods of treatment of tropical diseases, judging by the 
statistical returns. Among the stations of the Bectectorate. 
Sapele still maintains its unenviable eminence as being the most 
camhealthy: With a European population averaging 14, there 
have been 119 cases of sickness, which would allow each 
European at the station to have been in the hands of the 
medical officers between eight and nine times during the year. 
There have been five deaths and eight cases of invaliding, which 
totalled would appear effectually to dispose of all but one of the 
average European population within a year. The death rate 
shows 2142 per thousand, which it is satisfactory to note is a 
decrease on that of last year which was 226 per thousand. This 
.gives ground for slight satisfaction, and I anticipate that in next 
baal report much better results will be shown, as improvements 
ave been made which it is hoped will appreciably affect the 
general health at the station. 


Natives. 


The total number of cases treated among the natives during 
the year amounted to 11,868, resulting in 51 deaths, 21 cases of 
invaliding, and a death rate of 4:2 per thousand among those 
-treated. The death rate compares favourably with that of the 
two preceding years, which were respectively 7°2 and 6°2 per 
thousand; but this would be accounted for to a considerable 
-extent by the fact that in both these years there was a severe 
epidemic of small-pox in the Protectorate, and that in the year 
now under review there has been little or no small-pox. The 
.number of cases treated during the last three years has averaged 
about the same: over 11 and under 12 per thousand. The 
figures may, I think, be taken as giving satisfactory results from 
he work done. 


The official returns show that there have been during the year 
.38,840 cases of successful vaccination of natives, but it would 
“appear that this does not at all represent the number of vaccina- 
tions that have taken place, successfully and otherwise, as 
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thousands of arm to arm inoculations are performed by the- 
natives themselves of which no record can be obtained. The- 
figures on actual official record do not appear satisfactory when 
the great importance of taking steps for the prevention of small- 
pox in this country is considered. This disease is a most terrible 
scourge throughout the territories ; and when epidemics occur 
inland the natives die by thousands, all general intercourse 
among the tribes is stopped, civilizing influences make a retrograde 
movement, and trade suffers very considerably. In these circum- 
stances it is of the utmost importance that a systematic attempt 


should be made to carry out vaccination, even should it necessitate 


the engagement of extra medical officers specially detailed for 
the work. a 


I see that in last year’s report (which was made by Major 
Gallwey) the importance of most searching medical examination 
of candidates for service in this climate is pointed out. Giving a 
personal opinion on this subject, I have observed that the men 
who stand this climate best are those of the fair type and having 
sound teeth; given, of course, fair physique and that they be over 
22 years of age. This may perhaps appear to be encroaching 
on the domain of the medical men, but t merely note it as a fact, . 
the result of careful observation and personal experience. 


EDUCATION. 


The question of education in the territories has during the 
past year been in abeyance owing to many circumstances, the 
rincipal being the changes which will be necessitated in the 
ocal administrations when the administration of the territories 
now under the Royal Niger Company is directly taken over by 
Her Majesty’s Government. 


The grants to Mission Schools during the year amounted to. 
£1,047 1s. 5d., the principal of which was paid to the Presby- 
terian Mission Training Institute at Old Calabar, where there 
are natives from all quarters of the Protectorate undergoing 
education. There is a special grant made, amounting to £200, . 
exclusively for industrial training at this Institute, and the other — 
portion of the grant is made specifically for the pupils placed 
there by the Government for education, numbering 27, the entire 
number at the Institute being 479. The full amount of grant to 
the Mission during the year amounted roughly to £600. 


The Baptist Mission School at Kwo Ibo received during the 
year, for the purpose of industrial education, a grant amounting 
to about £120. | 


The Niger Delta Pastorate connected with the Church 
Missionary Society received educational and industrial grants 
amounting to about £200, and the Church Missionary Society’s 
School at Brass received, for the purpose of industrial training 
only, a grant amounting to about £120, 
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The grants made annually have hitherto been more particularly 
for assistance in startmg the schools and placing them on a sound 
footing. There has, of course, been to a certain extent super- 
vision of the expenditure of these grants, but it is important that 
in future years there should be more direct ge aha by an 
Inspector of Schools under an Educational Board, in order that 
the grants may be in future apportioned in accordance with 
results. 


CURRENCY, BANKING, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


It is noticed that to some extent, but in portions only of the 
territories, cash currency is making headway, more particularly 
in those portions where there is no existing currency ; but it has 
also made slight headway in districts where brass rods, copper 
wire, and manilla currency are in use between the natives for 
transactions among themselves. 


With regard to banking there will not, I think, be an opening 
in these territories for many years, unless action is taken with 
regard to the currency question; but were such action taken there 
-ean be little doubt that within the coursé of one or two years 
there would be such an opening for the establishment of branch 
banks with a fair chance of the business being remunerative, 
and it is needless to point out that such establishment would give 
a great impetus to business and meet the requirements of trade in 


many directions which are now hampered by the want of banking 
facilities. 


The advisability of introducing an uniform standard of weights 
and measures has been under consideration, but action in the 
matter has been delayed owing to the anticipated changes in the 
Administrations, as it is advisable that the laws on the subject 
should be the same throughout the entire territories, including 


the Colony of oe and the Royal Niger Company’s territories 
and those of this Protectorate. 


IMPORTS AND Exports, including SHIPPING. 


_The statistical tables detailed below accompanying this Report 
give the particulars with reference to the imports and exports 


for the year 1898-99, viz :— 
Table A.—Return of dutiable imports.* 
Table B.—Return of free imports.* 
Table C.—Return of exports.* 


Table D.—Comparative statement of imports, exports, 
and duties collected. 


° Not printed. 
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Nicer © Table E.—Return showing the value of imports from, — 
Coast and exports to, the United Kingdom and 
ag si other countries. . 

1898-9. Table F.—Return of shipping for each district. 


Table G.—General shipping return. 


Referring to Table A, it will be observed that the value of 
dutiable imports amounted to £185,301 19s. ld., which is am 
excess in value of similar imports for the previous year of 
£24,601 19s. 9d. The free imports as shown on Table B 
amounted in value to £547,337 19s. 4d., being an increase of 
_£68,389 1s. 1d. as compared with the previous year. The most 
de ee items in which there was an increase were bags and 
sacks, beads, beef and pork, building materials, cotton goods,. 
poe rice, silk goods, wearing apparel, and woollen goods. 

he most noticeable increase was in cotton goods, the increase in 
value amounting to £41,885 1s. 2d., and in silk goods there was an 
increase of £7,446 3s. 6d., in wearing apparel £6,462 18s., and 
in woollen goods very nearly £2,000. 


Taking Tables A and B, it will be seen that the total imports, 
dutiable and free, amounted to £732,639 18s. 5d. as against that 
shown in the previous year amounting to £639,698 12s. 7d., which 
gives an increase in the year under review of £92,941 5s. 10d. 


Dealing further with the question of imports and referring to 
Table E, it will be seen that the total value of imports from the 
United Kingdom was £583,067 4s. 5d., or 79°6 per cent. of the 
entire imports, being practically the same percentage as in the 
previous year. This shows an increase on the figures of last 
year of £78,264 12s. 10d. — 


The imports from foreign countries amounted to in the case of 
Germany, £51,330 16s. 8d., as against £49,206 14s. 4d. in the 
previous year, and in the case of Holland £77,240 14s. 7d., as 
against £60,986 6s. 5d. in the previous year. Imports from 
other countries valued £20,837 14s. 8d., as against £24,655 2s. 9d. 
in the previous year, thus showing a decrease of £3,817 8s. 1d. 


Dealing with exports, it will be seen from Table C that the 
total value in this year 1898-99 amounted to £774,647 19s. 9d., 
as against £750,223 8s. 11d. in the previous year, thus showing 
an increase of £24,424 10s. 10d. bt this, the total of native 
products was £771,066 3s. 9d., or £25,123 14s. 1ld. in excess 
of that for the previous year, among which may be noted the 
following :—palm kernels £305,791 8s., as against the previous 
year £295,544 17s. 5d., and rubber £60,607 17s. 9d., as against 
the previous year £32,959 17s. 2d.; but on the other hand there 
18 & ronideranle decrease in the value of palin oil, the value of 
which amounts to £397,869 10s. 10d, as against £410,133- 
lls. 5d. in the previous year. 
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The value of exports to the United Kingdom amounted to 


_ £500,367 15s. 8d., as against £497,589 1s. 9d. in the previous . 


_yeat. This gives a proportion of 64°6 per cent. of the entite 
exports exported to the United Kingdom as compared with the 
proporer of 66:3 per cent. in the previous year, showing a slight 
alling off in proportion. 


The total value of trade imports and exports amounted to 
£1,507,287 18s. 2d., as against that of the previous year 
£1,389,922 1s. 6d., thus showing an increase of £117,365 16s. 8d. 


The Customs revenue for the yearamounted to £160,752 15s. 7d., 
as against that of the previous year £145,541 16s. 11d., being 
an increase of £15,210 18s. 8d. 


The shipping returns show in Tables F and G 379 ships entered 
and 375 cleared, as against the figures 342 and 340 respectively 
in the previous year. 


The volume of trade, as before stated, amounted in value to 
£1,507,287 odd, out of which £1,457,340 or 96°6 per cent. vas 
carried in British vessels, leaving a balance of only £49,947 
conveyed in foreign vessels. 


In my Annual Report for the year 1896-97, I stated, “It will 
take about two years from the year of this Report for trade in 
ae to reach a normal state in the interior markets,” and I am 
of opinion that ont in the Pal under report has that trade 
arrived at its normal state. This remark might have been applied 
generally to dutiable goods, as in the latter end of 1895 there was 
a revision of the tariff affecting the principal dutiable imports ; 
but “ spirits” were mentioned, as of the few specific articles on 
which duty is charged, they give, the largest return. Inthe year 
under review the revenue dened from wine, beer, and spirits 
venerally amounted to £132,853 18s. 6d. It may be interesting 
to examine critically the figures of dutiable and free imports for 
the last seven years, taking into consideration the duties chargeable 
on spirits at the time; though I fear, the periods between the 
changes of duty are too short to admit of absolutely reliable 
conclusions being drawn. Taking the four years 1892 to 1896, 
the average annual import of dutiable articles approximated in 
value to £260,000, and during this period the duty on spirits was 
1s. per gallon. During the period from 1896 to 1899, three years, 
when the duty on spirits had been raised to 2s. per gallon, the 
value of the dutiab e goods imported approximated to £160,000. 
It may be taken for granted that this falling off in the value of 
dutiable goods imported was principally a falling off in the import 
of spirits, if not entirely so. Taking the free imports for the 
same periods, it is seen that the figures show approximate 
values of £525,000 and £516,000 respectively. f rom this 
it will be gathered that the imposition of duties or raising of 
tariff has not appreciably affected the import of free goods, but 
that the import of dutiable goods has been reduced in value b 
38°4 per cent. in consequence of a rise in tariff. These are only 
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Nicer facts as shown by figures, but little or nothing can be deduced’ 
-Coast from them, except that raising the tariff tends to decrease the. 


PROTEC- 


“NORATE, 
” 1898-9. 


import of dutiable goods. The circumstances of NS Aca are: 
somewhat peculiar in these territories, and (as 


have already 
pointed out) it takes some years after a rise in the tariff before 
the producing markets attain to an equilibrium and normal state: 
of production. There seems but one fact to be gathered from. 
the figures when examined critically in detail, which is that the 


‘imposition of extra duties or the raising of the existing tariff,. 


particularly on spirits, cannot be looked to to give an immediate 
return of much consequence, but that it takes two or three years 


_ before any such return can be calculated on with certainty. 


As regards the class of goods imported I am still of opinion 


‘that there is not sufficient diversity, and also that the representa-. 


“tives of the firms carrying on business in the territories do not 


take the necessary steps to ascertain the -requirements of the- 


_actual producers, or the class of goods that: would be the most 
.acceptable in the producing markets, and would further be such. 
as to provide stronger inducement to the actual producers to carry 


on the work of production to its utmost limits. It would be of 
considerable aAcinta se to trade were the firms to employ 
travelling agents to work in the actual producing markets with a 
small supply of samples, not to do actual peddling work, but 
merely to ascertain the requirements and the classes of goods. 
that are the most suitable for trading purposes. The native 
middlemen themselves are not at all enterprising in this direction, 
and will not sufficiently vary the class of goods which they take 


to the producing markets; consequently, there is little or no 


variety introduced into the trade. These native middlemen, who 
are merely carriers as between the producing markets and the 
European merchants, avoid the risk of taking the more fragile 
class of goods to the markets, and make no effort whatever to 
ush the trade, merely relying upon the old staple commodities 
which have been in the interior markets for many years. 
The Yoruba middlemen traders are far better in this matter, as 


they have the real instinct of traders and show energy in 


introducing and pushing all classes of goods into the interior 


markets. There is practically a revolution in the trade now 
‘ going on in the Protectorate ; the old native middlemen, the chiefs 


-” 


(who were large traders), are no longer enabled to carry on their 


business by enforced slave labour, and the “ boys” of the various 
‘ houses are looking to receive directly themselves some return for 


their work; with the natural result that the big houses are 
breaking up and the “boys” are carrying on in their own 


interests the bulk of trade. This is not the case in all portions 


of the territories, but is more particularly so in the eastern and 
western divisions. In the central division steps have lately been 
taken to ensure to the “boys,” the actual oe a personal and 
direct return for their labours, at the same time providing a fair 


‘return to the chiefs and heads of houses, so that the systems of. 
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native administration may be carried on. With these changes 
taking place there is, of course, a great opportunity for sade in 
native traders to come into the Protectorate and do success 


business, and this has been fully represented to ‘the Yorubas of. 


the Colony of Lagos. A system of more direct Government 
control of the industries of production and trade generally is also 
being inaugurated. 

As regards the quality of the goods imported, I must aaa 
advance the opinion that a stable trade will never be established 
by the import of rubbish into these territories. The only means 
of establishing such a trade is by studying the requirements of 
the natives and introducing a good class of material, both to meet 
such requirements and for the purpose of opening up business in 
new classes of goods. There is undoubtedly still room for 
improvement in the class of goods imported, and it is only lately 
that in the districts of the western division the warning given in 
this direction has proved true, and it has been found that the 


rubbishy goods imported were only forced upon the producers by - 
the middlemen, not really being such articles as ae required. 


This has been discovered as the result of the actual producers 
bringing their produce direct to the European merchants, and in 
consequence there will in all probability be considerable loss to 
some of the firms, in that they will not be able to dispose of some 
of the goods of inferior quality which they have in aad. except 
at heavy loss. In urging the merchants to introduce a more 
diversified class of goods and goods of a better quality, I do not 
lose sight of the fact that itis the duty of the Government to 
raise the standard of life among the natives, which can only be 
done by education and continuous intercourse, and must, of course, 
result in greatly enlarged demands in the variety of the class of 
goods imported ; but it is unfortunately, for the present, impossible 
to do as much as would be desirable in this direction, more 
particularly as regards education, for all the energy and revenue 
available are required to open up and pacify the country and 
render life and property secure. i fear, however that no matter 
how strenuous the action of the Government and of the commercial 


community may be, there cannot be any large expansion of trade 


in districts where there exists the native currency of brass rods, 
copper wires, and manillas, until it is replaced by a cash currency. 
The incubus of the native currency in use, of which 30s. is a load 
for a man, is sufficient of itself to stifle any expansion of trade 
when one takes into consideration the difficulties of transport in 
the territories. 


GaoLs AND PRISONERS, including CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


? 


During the year a new prison has been established at Benin 
City with accommodation for about 100 prisoners in grouped 
cells which, with the existing prisons at Old Calabar, Degema 
and Sapele gives accommodation for about 400 prisoners. In 
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addition to this there are lockups at Bonny, Opobo, Warri, and 
Brass. A substantial brick building was commenced during the 
year and is still in course of erection at Old Calabar, which is 
eats on an approved system with all necessary accommodation 

or a complete prison staff male and female, and accommodation 
for about 150 prisoners. It is anticipated that the building will 
be completed in the course of about eighteen months from the end 
of the year under review. The completion of the prison at Benin 
City will in all probability make it possible to do away with the 
existing temporary prison at Sapele, which in future will only be 
used as a igen | 


At the commencement of the year there were in the various 
prisons and lockups 222 prisoners, including convicted prisoners 
and prisoners awaiting trial. During the year there were received 
into the prisons 1,226 prisoners, being 900 adult males, 20 adult 
females, and 226 juvenile offenders. Of this number 763 were 
convicted of sundry offences and sentenced to various terms of 
imprisonment. Among those convicted it was found that there 
were 21 against whom there was one previous conviction, 9 against 
whom there were two previous convictions, and 3 against whom 
there were three previous convictions. The duration of the 
sentences on conviction was as follows :— 


In 65 cases for five years or more. 
In 173 cases for one year or more, but less than five years. 


In 238 cases for more than three months and less than one 
year. 


In 287 cases for three months or less. 


Of the total number of prisoners received into the gaols during 
the year 463 were discharged unconvicted. The daily pee 
in the prisons was 265 prisoners, and the daily average on the 
sick list amounted to 21. There were 129 cases admitted to 
hospitals, of which 10 resulted in death, the remainder being 
discharged cured. The number of prisoners in all prisons on the 
31st March, 1899, was 299. The foregoing figures cannot be 
compared with those given under the head of Legislation, Laws 
and Proclamations, which are only the returns of cases tried in 
the Consular Courts, whereas the prison returns include a large 
number of prisoners sentenced by the native Courts sitting under 
the presidency of the District Commissioners, where trial has been 
entirely by native law and custom. 


The value of prison labour is estimated at about £1,836. 
which amount is probably somewhat in excess of its actual 
value. 


It will be seen by reference to the revenue and expenditure 
returns, that the expenditure on prisons during the year amounted 
to £6,038 4s. 1ld., which includes the entire cost of what is 
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practically the civil police of the Protectorate, consisting of 
7 sergeants, 7 corporals, 7 lance-corporals, and 90 privates, known 
as “Court Messengers,” in addition to the actual prison staff of 1 
gaoler, 1 prison clerk, and 1 clerk and storekeeper at head- 
quarters, 3 keepers of prison at the outlying prisons, 1 chief 
warder and 2 2nd class warders. The European staff of 1 officer 
in charge of prison discipline and an allowance to substitute is 
also included. 


The court messengers do all the minor work of the prison 
department as warders, &c., and also act as the messengers of the 
consular courts in serving summonses, executing warrants, &c., and 
some of them are detailed for duty in the various departments as 
orderly messengers. Considering the court work done, inclusive 
of an enormous amount of enquiry and “palaver,” of which no 
return can be made, and the number of prisoners dealt with by 
this staff, the expenditure cannot be considered excessive. 


HospPiTaLs, including MEDICAL AND SANITARY. 


The annual returns of the European hospital for the year show 
that 74 cases were treated, of which 65 were males and nine 
females, resulting in five deaths of males, six males and one female 
invalided, 54 males and eight females discharged cured. This 
gives a death rate of 6°5 per cent. on the cases treated. Two of 
the deaths were due to hyperpyrexia, one to blackwater fever, 
one to bilious fever, and one to pneumonia. 


The nursing staff consists of three nurses, who at the commence- 
ment of the year were taken over by the Government in place of 
being supplied by the Presbyterian Mission as formerly. This 
arrangement has given every satisfaction both to the nurses them- 
selves, to the Principal Medical Officer, and to the medical staff 
having charge of the hospital. The nursing staff have in the 
present year under review shown the same ability and devotion to 
duty as formerly. 


During the year the St. Margaret native hospital was opened. 
It is a substantial brick building, constructed on the latest hygienic 
principles, and consist3 at present of one wing only and necessary 
offices. This wing contains a general ward for males with 18 
beds, a female ward with three beds, and a private ward with four 
beds. The wing was only opened in August 1898, and there is 
no separate record of the native cases treated in this wing since 
that date, all cases of natives treated during the year having 
been included in one return; but it has been found that since the 
opening of the hospital the death rate of natives in the hospital 
has fallen from 33 per cent. to 14 per cent., which is satisfactory 
to note. It has been possible, besides the ordinary medical cases, 
to perform major operations, many of which have been carried 
out with success, a8 a proper operating ward is provided. It will 
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NicER be necessary for the accommodation of patients to build the other 


ee wing of the hospital as soon as possible, and also to construct an 


observation ward, which is urgently required; and I propose 
1898-9, making provision for these buildings in the estimates for 1900- 
— 1901. 


It is satisfactory to note that the contagious diseases hospitals 
at Old Calabar and all the out stations have not been used to any 
great extent during the year, as there has been no serious out~ 
break of small-pox or other contagious or infectious disease, 
though at head-quarters in January 1899 an epidemic of chicken- 
pox broke out on the Government yacht, and was not stamped 
out until 40 cases had been dealt with. It is possible that the 
vaccination carried out by the medical officers, and passed on by 
the natives themselves, may be having some effect in preventing 
small-pox in the more controlled areas, but there is still a large 
extent of territory in which it has not yet been possible to carry 
out such work, and the insanitary and filthy state of the native 
villages will always encourage this disease to take epidemic form 
on cases occurring, until vaccination can be carried out 
throughout the entire territories. 


It has been possible to pay more attention to sanitary conditions 
during the year under review, and the decrease in death rate 
must be regarded as due to this. There can be little doubt that 
the strict observance of sanitary rules would result in a better 
general state of health among the Europeans resident in the 
territories. 


Generally it may be taken that the sanitary condition of the 
European settlements and premises is fairly satisfactory, and the 
native towns and villages in their vicinity are also kept in 
fair condition, but the utmost difficulty is experienced in inducing 
natives in distant towns and villages in some directions to keep 
them clean. In other directions one is often surprised at the 
cleanly and sanitary state in which the towns are kept. 


In all the European settlements there are properly enclosed 
and well kept European cemeteries. In the vicinity of all large 
towns and villages directly controlled proper native burial grounds 
are established and fenced in; and in all directions now generally 
visited the natives are compelled to bury the dead in a proper 
manner, in place of throwing the bodies into the bush or into the 
river as was formerly the case. 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The at station where such observations are taken is Old 
Calabar. The returns show that during the year there were 43 
days on which the cold dry harmattan winds blew, 51 days when 
tornadoes occurred, and that the rainfall amounted in the year to 
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129°24 inches. The mean maximum temperature during the hot 
season was not exceptionally high, being 91°6 degrees, and the 
mean minimum temperature during the year was 76°9. The 
weather generally experienced during the year was not such as to 
be exceptionally trying either to Europeans or natives. 


PostTa.L. 


The postal service shows a considerable increase in the receipt 
and despatch of letters, &c. to and from the Protectorate, the total 
dealt with during the year being 242,620, being an excess over the 
number dealt with during last year of 45,279. Letters and 
parcels despatched show an increase of 23,264, while those 
received show an increase of 22,919. This is largely due to the 
introduction of the penny postage and reduced parcel rate. | 


The money order branch of the Post Office has worked satis- 
factorily during the year and the returns show that the total 
number of orders issued was 1,736, of a value of £5,867 2s. 3d., 
the total commission charged thereon being £75 18s. The total 
number of orders paid was 317, of a value £787 4s. 8d. This 
shows a considerable increase over that of last year, when the 
total number of orders issued was 1,027 of a value of £3,731 8s. 7d., 
the total commission charged being £47 8s. 9d. while the number 
of orders paid was 134, of a value of £383 14s. 3d. It is 
anticipated that there will be considerable increase in this branch 
of postal work in coming years and its establishment has 
undoubtedly met a long felt want in giving facility for the 
despatch of money with safety, there being no banking facilities 
whatever in the Protectorate. The total revenue derived from 
. the postal department during the year was as follows :— 


£ s. d. 
Sale of postage stamps, &c. .. 1,584 3 7 
Unpaid letters, &c... sae ge 17 12 
Money order commissions... Se 50 9 7 
Sale of postal guide soe _ 1 7 0 


Total .. £1,653 12 3 


as against £1,458 lls. 3d. in the previous year. The cost of 
the Post Office as shown in the revenue and expenditure return was 
£3,053 13s. 6d., so that the revenue derived from the postal 
department provides a little more than 50 per cent. of the actual 
cost. 
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OrpEninG up NEw TERRITORIES AND JOURNEYS 
IN THE INTERIOR. 


In April 1898 an expedition was sent into the territories on the 
left bank of the Opobo river starting from Essene, proceeding 
thence to Azumini, Ohumbela, and Akwetta, in which direction 
the natives were found to be friendly though very wild. From 
Akwetta the party proceeded to Okrika through territory which 
had been visited tors Through the whole of this portion of 
the journey courts for the settlement of all difficulties were held 
in all the towns passed through, and most of the native business 
dealt with. On arrival at Okrika it was found that the trade had 
been stopped, and that difficulties were being caused by Chief 
Wagu of Omokoroshi, to whom messengers were sent requesting 
him to attend a meeting to settle the “palavers” of Okrikans and 
others against him. All overtures failed to induce this chief to 
attend, and the messengers were only met by threats and defiance, 
so it was found necessary to undertake operations against him. 
When the force reached the town of Omokoroshi it was found 
that stockades and rifle pits had been constructed and the usual 
native defences made ; but (as usual), as soon as the defenders 
were driven from the rifle pits and stockades, all organization was 
broken up and they were soon compelled tosurrender. The effect 
of this was to open up all the roads at the back of Okrika into 
the interior and to enable the officials of the Government to visit 
the interior tribes, who are now able to bring their produce 
direct to the carriers or middlemen markets. The people of 
Omokoroshi and the surrounding neighbourhood are now friendly, 
and have been allowed to reconstruct their town in a locality close 
to the old one. 


Early in the present year, as the Ekoi country within the 
sweep of the Cross River required visiting, and owing to 
difficulties on the German boundary, I found it advisable to send 
a small party under Mr. District Commissioner Whitehouse to 
visit all the towns along the German boundary, proceeding to 
the Cross River, and downward as far as Ododobo, and then 
returning on the western side of the Ekoi country. The natives 
throughout the whole of this country are friendly, and no difficulties 
were experienced. 


In February and March last an expedition was organized and 
despatched to pacify the Qua country lying on and about the 
Kwo Ibo River, extending on the left bank practically \to 
Cross River and on the right to the Opobo River. The natives 
of this territory have for many years been found exceedingly 
unruly and opposed to the Government. They have also on 
many occasions prevented the Government officials penetratin 
into their country, where it is well known that many evi 
practices, such as human sacrifice, murder of twin children, and 
trial by ordeal, are still carried on. These natives have not only 
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been excessively turbulent, but aggressive and dangerous to the 
trading establishment in Kwo Ibo River for many years past. 
The resources of the Administration did not, however, admit 
of the difficulties being dealt with earlier, as, although ex- 
peditionary and punitive work might have been carried out, 
the force at the disposal of the Administration would not have 
admitted of the necessary garrison being supplied after such 
operations. It was therefore for many years found advisable 
to temporise, providing merely for the safety of the Europeans 
in the district, and maintaining such a pacific state as 
would admit of trade being carried on. The expedition 
was successfully carried out between the 4th February and 
the 15th March last, and effective Government control was 
established throughout the territories. Unfortunately the Quas 
were found to be actively hostile, and were supported, to some 
extent, by the Inokuns, with the result that considerable fighting 
took place and 19 towns were destroyed. The effect of this 
action was that 175 towns and villages came in and submitted 
to the Government, about 1,000 guns were surrendered and 
destroyed, and 9,000 guns were brought in and stamped in 
accordance with the Arms Ordinance of 1894. It may be taken 
for granted that Government control is now established between 
the Kwo Ibo and Opobo Rivers, as far north as the Qua 
country extends, and also over a considerable portion of the 
Qua country on the left bank of the Kwo Ibo River towards 
the Cross River. Detachments of troops have been stationed at 
Eket, on the Kwo Ibo River, and Azumini on the creek of that 
name flowing into the Opobo River, to maintain and firmly establish 
the control. 


There were no further very extended journeys or operations 
of a serious nature during the year, but the divisional and 
district officers, together with the officers of the force, have 
been continually on the move as the season permitted throughout 
those portions of the territory where administrative control 
has been established, and steady advance has been made in 
maintaining the prestige and control of the Government, and 
perfecting the systems introduced for the combined European 
and native administration of the territories. The influence of 
Government has been extended as far as the resources admitted, 
but such work is necessarily slow, for it has to be carried out 
with due regard to maintaining the existing trade ; and in all 
advances made administrative and military posts have to be 
established, which necessitates an increase in the political staff 
and force. 


It is a matter of some interest that after the expedition in the 
Qua country bordering on the Aro country, in which latter the 
centre of “ Long JuJu” is established, 136 refugees who had 
proceeded from their seiner? | to the west of the Niger about 
Asseh and Abo, fled to the Government for protection, and have 
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since ‘been sent back to their country. The “Long Judu” is 
the paramount and final arbiter in all difficulties, and was formerly 


frequented by all the people in the territories extending from 


many miles east of the Cross River to about 50 miles west of 
the Niger and from the coast line to about 6° 30” north. The 
Aros themselves were the high priests of this Long JuJuism, 
and employed their powers in the most nefarious manner, as may 
be judged from the story told by these refugees. It seems that 
they were but the remnant of a party of about 800 who proceeded 
some three or four years ago from the territories about the Niger 
to consult the “ Long JuJu” from various causes, some of them 
being charged with witchcraft, others with “making evil doctor,” 
and others with various crimes by their tribes and families. They 
were led about the country by a circuitous route for about 
three months before reaching the seat of “ Long JuJu,” in a 
village close to which they were finally made to sit down. 
Batches of them of about 10 to 30 were occasionally taken 
away from this village ostensibly to consult “Long JuJu,” 
but from events that have since come to light there can be 
no doubt that they were victims used. for human sacrifices 
by the Aros themselves, or sold to outlying tribes for that 
purpose, or as slaves. In this way the party of 800 gradually 
dwindled down to the miserable residuum of 136, who were the 
most wretched and emaciated body of people I have ever seen 
grouped together. They were evidently regarded as unfit to be 
disposed of as slaves, or even for purposes of sacrifice, and it 
must be due, I think, to some extent, to their miserable condition 
that they had the opportunity of escaping. The party appealed 
to the officer stationed at Eket, from whence they were sent to 
Bonny and Brass, and thence to the Avent General of the Royal 
Niger Company, who returned them to their various towns and 
villages about Asseh Creek and Abo on the Niger. Since this 
has been done the refugees have of course been talking freely in 
their country, and have exposed to all the tribes around the fraud 
of the “Long JuJu,” with the result that the profits of this 
nefarious form of priestcraft will gradually be curtailed. I may 
here mention that since the establishment of this Administration 
the Aros have suffered severely, for the tribes which have 
gradually been brought under Government control have been 
broken off from consulting the “ Long JuJu,” with the result 
that the enormous profits from the fees charged for such 
consultations have been seriously curtailed, and that the victims 
for sacrifice and disposal as slaves are not so easily obtainable 
now as in the past. The general action as regards the “ Long 
JuJu” in the past, and the present exposure of the fraud by 
the refugees, has led to a state of unrest among the Aros 
and to determined opposition to the Government, which 
render it clear that they are a factor which will shortly have 
to be dealt with before the territories lying between the 
Cross River and the Niger can be effectually opened up and 
controlled. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Railways are non-existent in the territories, but I am glad 
to say that during the year a considerable distance in new roads has 
been constructed by the natives in the various districts, principally 
inland in the Opobo district and in the Benin territories. 
There is considerable difficulty in maintaining and making these 
roads in the first stretch of country towards the interior from 
the point where the network of waterways, rivers, and creeks 
ceases, as the soil is mostly sandy clay, and no metal for founda- 
tion is available. This stretch of country does not extend more 
than 20 or 30 miles, but the difficulty of making and maintaining 
any roadways in it without stone, rock, or gravel of any kind can 
easily be imagined. 


Dealing with some of the departments not specially reported 
on, I would mention first the Niger Coast Protectorate Force, 
which at its full strength consists of 16 European officers 
and 550 men, but has not at any time during the year been 
up to its full strength. With this force it was possible to 
do the expeditionary work mentioned under the heading, 
“ Opening up New Territories and Journeys in the Interior,” 
and also to garrison military posts at Benin City, Brass, 
Azumini, Eket, and Ediba, but this leaves very few men at 
head-quarters in case of emergency, and it is clearly evident 
that even to maintain the present control in the territories 
the force is quite perigee The arm provided during the 
year was the Martini Henry carbine, which has since been 
changed for the Martini Enfield :303. The other armament 
consists of four 7-pounder M.L. guns, five Maxims, two rocket 
tubes, and one trough. <A new officers’ mess house has been 
provided during the year, with accommodation for six officers, 
at head-quarters, which will in all probability be sufficient 
for such staff as may be stationed at Old Calabar, many 
officers being required to be at outstations and military posts 
with detachments, and only the actual staff at head-quarters. 
The barracks, which provide accommodation for 350 single 
and 50 married men, are close to the officers’ mess and quarters, 
and have been maintained in good order. All offices, stores, &c. 
are also adjacent to the new quarters. 


The Marine Department, which is a most important one in 
this Protectorate, and one which from local circumstances it is 
very difficult to maintain in a thorough state of efficiency, has 
during the year met all requirements and done its work satis- 
factorily, although (as in other departments) the work has had 
to be carried on very often with a shorthanded European staff. 
The floating craft in the department consist of the steam yacht 
“Tvy,” and eight launches stationed in the various districts, and 
a large number of gigs, dingheys, and canoes. The marine 
workshops, which were established on a thorough working basis 
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during the year, are at Old Calabar ; and a launch slip for minor- 
repairs in the Central Division has been established at Degema. 
Excellent work has been done in the marine workshops, and all 

the launches have undergone a thorough overhaul and have been 

placed in an efficient condition. The importance and work of 

this department may be gauged from the fact that there are- 
nine ports in the Protectorate where Customs and Post Office - 
work has to be carried on by water, and about 3,000 miles of 

inland waterway to control. 


The Printing Department, which has developed during the- 
year, is deserving of some mention. All Government printing is 
efficiently done by it, and the work turned out reflects great 
credit on the organization and management. The work may be- 
gauged from the fact that during the year 900 books, pamphlets, 
&c., were printed and bound in the printing office, and 223,599 
departmental forms were ruled and printed. 


The Public Works Department may now be regarded as- 
established on an efficient basis, and the work has been fairly 
satisfactorily done during the year. It has been found possible 
to make guod bricks in many parts of the territories, and it is 
hoped that in future years it will be possible to construct good 

rmanent brick buildings at much less cost than in the past.. 

nly one set of manual brickmaking plant has up to this been 
in use, but in future the local brolksialaig industry will be- 
efficiently developed, so that the great cost of importing bricks 
from England, not to mention the enormous loss in breakage,. 
will be saved. 


R. Moor, 


Commissioner and ConsuleGeneral. 
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“Tas_e D1.—Return shewing Value of Imports and Exports 
and Duties collected. 


TasLE E.1.—Return shewing the Value of Imports from, and 
Exports to United Kingdom, &c., &c, 


TaBLE F.— Return shewing the Number and Tonnage of 
Vessels Entered and Cleared. 


TaBLE G.— Return of British Shipping at the Ports of the 
Niger Coast Protectorate. 
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Niazk Taste D 1.—Return shewing Value of Imports and Exports, and 
Coast April 1, 1898, to March 31, 1899, compared with the correspon period 


TORATE, za 


Imports. Exports. 
District. 
1898-99. 1897-98. 1898-99. 1897-98. 
£ 8. d. £ «8 d. £ 8. a. £ 8. a. 
Old Calabar _... | 228,640 17 4 197,416 4 2 | 218,969 10 6 | 200,667 2 7 
Opobo .... ... | 155,247 19 0 | 144,884 19 3] 188,939 8 4 215,704 12 4 
Bonny _.. ... | 31,224 12 8; 43,866 1 3 31,462 4 5 45,885 1 1 


Now Calabar... | 93,402 15 6, 98,230 8 8/| 134,340 7 3 124,634 14 6 


Brass... oo. | 23,398 4 4, 21,703 6 3 21,952 6 3 21,399 16 8 


‘ 


Benin and Sapele [112,413 5 7) 66,708 1 2| 98746417 1 | 66,936 111 


| 


Warri ... _... | 88,312 4 0 66,889 1110 | 91,519 5 11 74,995 19 10 
| | 


Total £ | 732,639 18 5 ' 639,698 12 7; 774,647 19 9 750,223 8 11 


| 
| 


} 
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Duties collected, in each District of the Niger Coast Protectorate from 


of 1897-98 :-— 


| 
Duty Collected. | 


1898-99. 1897-98. 

| 

£ sea a| £ «da. 

55,233 17 0} 48,931 14 4 
36,100 17 11 | 32,006 17 2 
4,327 16 4] 7,670 9 8 
21,404 11 1] 19,086 15 11 
7,002 10 4] 9,284 0 2 


18,721 1 2] 14,150 14 1 


17,962 1 9] 14,411 5 7 


. 


Total Trade. 
District 
1898-99. 1897-98. 
£ 8. d. £ s. d. 
447610 7 10 398,083 6 9 | Old Calabar. 


344,187 7 4] 360,589 11 7 | Opobo. 

62,686 17 1 89,751 2 4] Bonny 

227,743 2 9]| 222865 3 2 | New Calabar. 
45,350 10 7 48,103 2 11 | Brass. 

199,878 2 8| 133,644 3 1] Benin and Sapele. 


179,831 911] 141,885 11 8 | Warri. 


ee ere | eee ecm ee ee | Ee ee ee ees ff eee 


160,752 15 7 | 145,541 16 11 


1,507,287 18 2 | 1,389,922 1 6 | Total. 
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Coggr TasLE G.—Return of British Shipping at the Ports of the Niger Coast 


PRoTgc- irect Trade in British Vessels from 
ses chess 
1898.9. , 7 , 
re | ENTERED. 
Total Number of Vessels. Total Tonnage. 
Total Total 
- Number of pots of 
With In Crews. argoes. 
Cargoes.| Ballast. Total. Cargoes. | Ballast. Total... | 
ae = ee 
OF. _ 97 136,911 |. —. 136,911 | 3,631 595,661 


Indirect or Carrying Trade in British 


ENTERED. 
Number of Vessels. Tonnage. | 
Countries Number! Value 
whence ‘ of of 
Arrived. With In With In rews. | Cargoes. 
' | Cargoes. Ballas Total. Cargoes.| Ballast. Total. 
| 
Hamburg 
via 34 1 35 | 37,709 | 1,657 | 39,366 | 936 
Ratterdam | | 
Total... 34 1 35 37,709 | 1,657 39,366 | 936 
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Protectorate in the Year 1898-99 (April 1, 1898, to March 31, 1899). 
and to Great Britain and British Colonies. 


——$_—_—_— 


CLEARED. 


Total Number of Vessels. Total Tonnage. 


| oe? —  —. . *& St Total Total 

. | | Number of| Value of 

' With In Total With In | Total Crews. Cargoes. 

Cargoes.| Ballast. * | Cargoes. _ Ballast. ; 

ELEY SEAR OTS enn See sy See, eee Raa 

| ! 

: 
97 — 97 136,911 — 136,911 3,631 501,999 


Vessels from and to other Countries. 


ee i a ee ee 


CLEARED. 


Number of Vessels. Tonnage. 
Cc 


ountries | _ Number} Value 


to which 5 -_ of of 
Departed. With In With In Crews. | Cargoes. 
Cargoes.| Ballast. Total. Cargoes.| Ballast. Total. | 
ieare 
Hamburg | 211,445 
| 
via 35 39,366 — 39,366 | 936 | 
Havre | 21,487 
Total... 35 — 35 a — 39,366 | 936 989,932 
4628%—5 
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The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
254 | Ceylon... or se gue 1897 
209 | Basutoland se ue a .. | 1897-98 
256 | Newfoundland so _ as .-- | 1896-97 
257 | Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands ae 1898 
258 | British New Guinea ses ee ... | 1897-95 
209 | Bermuda ... ahs bee set w- | 1898 
260 | Niger.—West African Frontier Force ... | 1897-98 
261 | Jamaica Sn sie ees six - 
262 | Bakados ... se ae sed a 1898 

' 263 | Falkland Islands = si - 
264 | Gambia ie 
265 | St. Helena Be 
266 | Leeward Islands si 
267 =| St. Lucia .. ie 
268 | Fiji bide ae ‘ 
269 | ‘lurks and Caicos Islands 4 
270 | Malta... oe - 
271 | Gold Coast 
272 | Trinidad ... i 
273 | Sierra Leone - 
274 | Ceylon... ae a gaa bie is 
275 | British Solomon Islands _... 4 .-» | 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar ... as sae ste .. | 1898 
277 +| Bahamas ... sit ae me se zs 
278 | British Honduras ... . 
279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues - 
280 | Grenada ... i - 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast... --- | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand site ..- | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone ... ..- | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada sms .-. | Emigration. 
> | Bahamas a ... | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong ... ... | Bubonic Plague. 
7 | Newfoundland ..- | Mineral Resources. 
8 | Western Pacific .-- | British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica _... ... | Agriculture. 

10 | Virgin Islands... ... | Condition during 1897. 

ll | Grenada aie -. | Agriculture in Carriacou. 

12 | Anguilla a --- | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
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No. 281. 


ST. VINCENT. St. VINCENT. 


1898. 


el all 


(For Report for 1897, eee No. 233.) 


ACTING GOVERNOR THompson to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


St. Vincent, 
29th September, 1899. 


SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to transmit the St. Vincent Blue 
Book for 1898, together with my Report thereon. 


I have, &c., 


Harry THomMpson, 


Administrator, 


Windward Islands. 
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Bt. VINCENT, REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1898. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The following tables give the revenue and expenditure of the 
Colony for the year 1898 as compared with 1897 :— 


REVENUE. 


Customs... 

Port, harbour, &c., dues 

Licences, Excise, and internal revenue 

Fees of office, payments for specific 
services, and reimbursements in aid. 

Post Office 

Telephones aes ies ses 

Rents of Government property 

Interest ... 


Miscellaneous receipts... 


Sales and leases of Crown lands 


Total eee 
EXPENDITURE. 
— 1898. | 1897. 
£ «2d £ «8. dad. 
Charges on account of public debt ... 2,813 14 0 1818 7 0 
Pensions ‘sai eas wae sae 2,449 3 3 1,860 9 1 
The Governor and Legislature a 957 5 9 915 14 8 
Colonial Secretary’s treasury, &c., de- 1,958 10 4 2,112 18 3 
partment. 
Audit department... ae “se 295 4 Il 286 2 1 


Education whe sue was oe 2,298 1 8 2,383 3 1 
Carried forward we sae 10,771 19 11 9,376 14 2 
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EXPENDITURE—cont. 
—— 1898. 1897. 

£ 8s. d. 8s. ad 

Brought forward ...  ... | 10,771 19 11 9,376 14 2 

Legal departments _... ‘as oa. 2,534 11 9 3,526 9 0 
Police... ‘i ae sei see 2,790 3 3 2,834 11 6 
Prisons ... aes ie ier ane 414 7 7 551 8 10 
Medical departments ... a sae 1,700 17 2 1,809 11 5 
Hospitals and dispensaries... ais 2,983 12 2 2,966 11 11 
Charitable is ves sai aise 712 10 7 594 9 4 
Post Office ees sa sai aes 1,523 0 3 1,531 12 5 
Telephones a ‘ie oe ae 352 10 3 374 14 9 
Botanical Station vie ee es 349 8 0 821 19 9 
Public works and surveys __... iss 939 5 4 1,088 10 10 
Miscellaneous ... aes as wes 1,090 15 9 1,208 17 0 
Public works recurrent visi bad 1,200 5 11 1,201 1 6 


Public works extraordinary ... wai 310 14 1 479 6 7 


Total ove see 27,674 2 0 27,865 19 0 


During the year under review there was a further expenditure 
of £3,663 4s. 5d. on various services rendered necessary by the 
hurricane. This was defrayed from the Imperial grant of 
£25,000, which was placed at the disposal of the Colony, and 
to give an accurate total of the actual receipts and expenditure 
of the year this sum should be added to both statements. The 
figures given represent the normal expenditure, and are therefore 
more useful for the purposes of comparison. 


The Customs receipts were £1,200 in excess of those for the 
former year, and this is due to import duties collected on increased 
uantities of lumber and food-stuffs which were required after 
the hurricane. Food-stuffs required to alleviate actual distress 
were admitted free of duty. The total duties so remitted wonld 
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St. ViNoErr. have amounted to about £700. Had these duties been collected, 


the revenue and expenditure of the year would very nearly have 
balanced. 


In the revenue return the item of interest and in the expendi- 
ture return the item for charges on account of public debt show 
a large increase. This is due to the fact that all the loan charges 
for which the Colony is responsible are now included in the 
expenditure, and a corresponding refund of those charges which 
are paid by local bodies is included in the revenue. 


Until this year a separate account was kept of loans for which 
local bodies were primarily responsible. 


The reduction in the amount received under the head of Fees 
of Office, &c., is largely due to the smallness of the receipts for 
hospital fees. Very few patients were able to pay anything 
towards their maintenance. 


The fees of the Supreme Court and the Magistrates’ Courts 
have also diminished. This is partly due to general stagnation 
of work, and partly to the practical suspension of all but the 
most urgent business during the last four months of the year in 
consequence of the hurricane. 


Telephone receipts have decreased owing to reduced numbers 
of subscribers, and also because practically a quarter’s rent had 
to be remitted while the lines were being repaired after the 
storm. 


The receipts from rents in 1897 were abnormal, but in 1898 
many rents were irrecoverable, and with the destruction of 
buildings we lost the rent on them. 


The increase on charges on account of public debt is explained 
above, and, when that paper transaction 1s allowed for, the total 
normal expenditure of the Colony is far below what it has been 
for many years past. 


The expenditure on pensions is enormous in proportion to our 
revenue. One pensioner in receipt of £340 a year died, and 
two pensioners in receipt of smaller amounts. One of them had 
been in enjoyment of a peusion since the year 1832, but the 
other, who lost his life in the hurricane, had drawn it only from 
the lst February. 


On the other hand the Colony became liable for two large 
additional pensions. 


With but few trifling exceptions, every head of expenditure 
shows a decrease on the expenditure for the preceding year, and 
the reduction of the expenditure on personal emoluments from 
£11,982 8s. ld. in 1897 to £10,976 in 1898, is a fair criterion of 
the efforts at economy in administration which have recently been 
made. 
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The oe table gives the revenue and expenditure of the S#. Vincent: 
Colony for the last five years :— 1898, 


enna 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. a. 
1894... 28,574 9 O 30,545 2 7 
1895: 2c 25,459 14 2 28,911 6 6 


1896... 26,487 2 0 27,591 2 1 
1897... 24,844 17 2 27,865 19 QO 


1898 ... | 26,900 15 2 27,674 2 0 


The deficit of £773 6s. 10d. on the transaction of the year has 
been met partly by the balance of the Imperial grant made 
towards the deficit at the end of 1897, and, partly, by a further 
grant of £300. 


The only change in taxation during the year has been a 
reduction in the amount payable for a licence for the sale of 
intoxicating liquors in country districts. It was hoped that this 
measure might operate as a check on the illicit trade in spirits 
by increasing the number of licensed houses. It has only been 
partially successful. The increased income and land taxes which 
it was found necessary to impose in 1896, and which had hitherto 
been imposed from year to year, were made permanent taxes, and 
the addition of 10 per cent. to the Customs duties was continued 
for the year. 


The export duties payable to general revenue on sugar and 
its subsidiary products were, by the Secretary of State’s instruc- 
tions, suspended during the year. 


The excess of liabilities over assets shown in the return is 
£5,317 14s. 2d., but from this should be deducted the amount of 
the Imperial grant-in-aid towards the deficit at the end of 1897. 
Pending instructions, which have now been received, this amount 
was treated as an advance to the Colony. The actual deficit of 
the Colony on the 3lst December was £208 19s. 


The total public debt for which the Colony was liable on the 
31st December 1898 was £17,040. Provision has, however, been 
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made by an Imperial grant for the repayment of £5,000, which 
was borrowed in 1897 to provide for the deficit in 1896. The 
debenture holders were unwilling to be paid off before the 
debentures were due, and the money has been invested by the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies until repayment: can be made. 
The actual debt for which the Colony is responsible is therefore 
£12,040 only. 


This sum is sub-divided as follows :-— 


£ 
Repayable from General Revenue .. 4,240 
Fa » Immigration Fund _... 250 
ms » Kingstown Fund ... 6,800 


“as by town of Georgetown _... 750 


Total ...  ...  ... £12,040 


The sum repayable from General Revenue is being repaid by 
annual instalments of £560, and, with the exception of £1,000 
borrowed in 1897, will all be repaid in 1905. 


The Immigration Loan has been repaid during 1899, and it is 
hoped that the special taxes levied for the purpose during the 
year will be found to have produced a sum sufficient to cover the 
amount. 


The Kingstown debt is being repaid in annual instalments of 
£550 and will be extinguished in 1913. 


The Georgetown debt is being repaid in annual instalments of 
£50 and will be extinguished in 1913. 


The municipal accounts of the small towns are in some 
confusion owing to the hurricane, which occurred about the time 
that it is usual for the Town Wardens to bring pressure for the 
recovery of the rates. The destruction of all property rendered 
any such steps impossible. 


The expenditure of the town of Kingstown was in excess of 
its revenue, but included some items for the repair of storm 
damages, which have since been refunded from the sum allowed 
by the Imperial Government to provide for such repairs. 


The Kingstown Board has some difficulty in keeping its 
expenditure within the amount of the revenue while it is saddled 
with a heavy debt charge, but it has a valuable asset in the 
Water Works, and I regard it as being in a sound position so 
long as the finances are carefully managed. 
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II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 8r. VINGENT. 
393, 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


In the return of imports the only noticeable feature is the 
considerable increase in the imports of almost every kind of 
food-stuffs and of timber. This is already explained as due to 
the large quantities of these articles required after the hurricane 
to replace the ordinary local food supplies, and to restore the 
damage to buildings a all kinds. The imports of white pine and 
pitch pine amounted to 1,458,141 feet of a value of £7,894 9s. 11d., 
as compared with 609,406 feet of the value of £3,395 9s. 10d. 
in 1897. 


When it is considered that St. Vincent has hitherto been 
looked upon as a sugar prone country, the statistics of the 
imports and exports of sugar and its subsidiary products as 
compared with those of 1897 are startling :— 


IMPORTS, 


Muscovado Sugar. 


Year. | Quantity. Value. 
Lbs. £ os. d. | 

1897... 115 016 6 

1898... 202,747 115110 3 
Molasses. 


Gallons. £ s. d. 
78 15 4 2 
31 12 10 
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Sr, VINCENT EXPORTS. 
1898, 
saa Muscovado Sugar. 
Year. | Quantity. | Value. 
Lbs. £ 8s. d. 
1897... | 6,411,564 95.591 18 3 
1898 ...| 4,176,492 14,610 5 5 
ee aa aCe Cm ee eee eee 
Molasses. 
a as Se en a a a a 
Gallons. £ -«. d. 
1897... 97,446 2,954 15 
1898... 38,314 1,028 10 0 
Se ee at a ce ee et ee 
Rum. 
rn 
Gallons. £ 8 d. 
1897... 6,050 490 12 0 
1898... 2,460 120 0 0 


ne Nn er ee 
The sugar had practically all been exported before the storm, 
but what was left was not sufficient for local consumption and 
the imports were required to meet the deficiency. 
The exports of our other staple product (arrowroot) show a 
large falling off :-— 


ie ee anil 
Year. | Quantity. | Value. 
Lbs. £ 8s. a. 
1897 we 4,195,218 21,858 7 8 
1898 2,601,972 14,517 18 4 


ces teen i Saeed 
In consequence of the destruction of all the arrowroot works 
and the damage to the crop on the 11th September, just at the 
time when preparations were being made for reaping the new 
crop, there was but a small export of arrowroot of the 1898 ab 
before the end of the year, and a small quantity only obtaine 
the benefit of the increased prices which were immediately quoted. 
The average price, as shown by the returns, was only very 
slightly in excess of that for 1897. 


“COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. NH) 


By the end of the year most of the works had been put in St. Vivcunt. 
order, but the crop was a short one, owing partly to direct damage pbs 0: 
done by the storm and partly to the indirect damage caused by 
having to leave the arrowroot undug long after it was ripe. 


The export of cocoa shows a decline from 264,192 Ibs. to 
186,766 Ibs. entirely due to the storm. The exports shown were 
almost entirely made during the early part of the year, and there 
was a splendid crop on the trees when the storm came and 
destroyed not only the crop but in most cases the trees 
themselves, 


To the same cause is to be attributed the falling off in the 
intercolonial trade in live stock and ground provisions, on which 
a large number of the poorer classes depended for their livelihood 


The following table gives the value of imports and exports 
for the last five years :— 


Year. | Imports. | Exports. 


£ s. ad. £ s. ad. 
1894... 91,009 7 9 87,374 0 9 
1895s... 64,812 2 0 68,690 9 1 


1895... | 71,489 11 4 | 67,392 


~] 


7 
L390 ass 70,823 11 10 68,935 5 7 
1898... 99,951 12 11 44,666 11 2 


ee Toe ee 


In the value of imports for 1898 I have included the sum of 
£7,243 7s. T7d., the value of food-stuffs and clothing imported 
free of duty for relief purposes. 


There is not much to call attention to in the course of trade. 


The exports to all countries show a large falling off owing to 
the causes to which I have called attention. The trade with 
Venezuela was not brisk, owing to more stringent measures taken 
by the Venezuelan authorities to check smuggling, and our direct 
trade with Canada, to which I referred last year, has this year 
disappeared. I understand that the shipment of sugar which 
was made in 1897 brought no larger price than if it had been 
sent to New York, and that it was not so easily disposed of. 


The imports from the United Kingdom show a slight decrease 
on those of 1897 (£27,290 compared with £28,357). 


The most noticeable increase in the imports are those from 
the United States of America. They have increased from 
£6,736 14s. 9d. to £15,460 14s. 3d., or nearly 130 per cent., and 
this is not the full measure of the increase, as most of the increased 
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Sr, Vincent. imports from the British West Indies are due to products of the 
1898. United States which have reached us through Barbados and 
other Colonies. 

The increase is due to the large importations of food-stufts 
and timber to which I have already referred. 

The only manufacture which calls for any note is that of 
arrowroot. As I have said all the works were destroyed, but I 
think I may safely say that they have, in almost every case, been 
replaced by better equipped and more suitable premises and 
appliances. The result of these will more properly form a 
subject for report in the current year. 

From the lst October, the Botanical Station was taken over 
by the Department of the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture 
for the West Indies. 

There was, however, but little change to note up to the 
31st December 1898, and the benefit derived from the increased 
ene on it only becomes apparent in the increased 
efficiency during the current year. 

Much useful work was done by the Station in the distribution 
of plants, to assist in some measure in the restoration of agricul- 
tural industries which were almost wiped out by the storm. 


SHIPPING. 


87 steamers with a tonnage of 117,577 tons entered and cleared 
during the year, as compared with 82 of 111,422 tons in 1897. 
In both years all the vessels were British. The slight increase 
is due to more frequent calls by the steamers of the Quebec 
Line. 

350 sailing vessels of 9,922 tons entered and 346 vessels of 
9,749 tons cleared, as compared with 384 of 12,515 tons entered 
and 391 of 13,518 tons cleared in 1897. 

The falling off is partly due to the fact that of the small crop 
of sugar a larger proportion than usual was shipped by steamers. 

Almost all the shipping was British. The following table 
gives the total shipping inwards and outwards for the last five 


years :— 
Years. | Tons. 
1894 . | 204,099 
) 1895 . | 237,910 
1896 00 ke 273,245 
1897 . 248,877 
1898 . | 254,825 
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III.—LEGISLATION. 


The only important Ordinances passed during the year besides 
those dealing with the revenue were “ The Patents Ordinance ” 
and “ The Savings Bank Ordinance.” 


The former makes permanent provision for the granting of 
patents on the lines of the English Acts in lieu of the procedure 
by private bills which was before necessary, and the latter 
consolidates and amends the law under which the Government 
Savings Bank is administered. 


{V.—EDUCATION. 


The work in country schools was practically brought to an end 
by the destruction of all the schools. The town schools were 
much damaged, but were used as temporary shelters for refugees. 
The masters were utilised in assisting in the distribution of relief 
until SCTOTEEY arrangements could be made for re-opening the 
schools. 


These temporary arrangements were made as soon as possible, 
but the accommodation was in most cases primitive and the 
schools were only useful in keeping the children together. 


Serious efforts towards economy were made by the Education 
Board, which resulted in the number of aided schools being 
reduced from 44 to 36. 


The Grammar School made satisfactory progress during the 
year. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


The work in the Colonial Hospital and all the Government 
charitable institutions was abnormal during the year. 


In the Hospital the daily average number in Hospital of 96°32 
as against 60°92 in 1897 gives some idea of the work done. Up 
tu the 10th September the daily average was about the same as 
in 1897, and the increase is due to the enormous numbers who 
were admitted after that date. 


The main building of the Hospital was unroofed by the storm 
and the others were much damaged. Until they could be 
temporarily repaired much difficulty was seaencncel in provid- 
ing accommodation for the patients. 


In the out-patient department up to the 10th September 270 


cases had been attended to, and after that date up to the end of 
‘the year there were 800. 


he 


St, VINCENT, 
1898, 
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Sr. VINCEN After the storm temporary hospitals were opened at all 
1898. important centres for the treatment of the sick and injured, but 
it was finally decided to open a temporary establishment in the 
old military hospital at Low Point, and to this were transferred 
all the cases from out-districts which had to be provided for. 


In the pauper asylum at Fort Charlotte accommodation had to 
be found for a large number of people who could not otherwise 
be provided for. At the end of the year there were about 130 
inmates, which is nearly double the number who can be properly 
accommodated. We have no other means of providing for them. 


6919.2 SAVINGS BANK. 


The Savings Bank figures show an actual increase in the number 
of depositors, and while the deposits were only slightly less than 
in 1897, the withdrawals were less by more than £600. The 
nett result was that at the end of the year there was £9,282 
14s. 11d. to the credit of depositors, as against £8,771 3s. 3d. at 
the end of 1897. 


It would naturally be supposed that after a disaster such as the 
hurricane there would be a run on the bank by depositors to 
withdraw their savings to help replace their losses. So far from 
this being the case, the Savings Bank shortly after the storm 
received several considerable deposits, which it is to be presumed 
the depositors had up to that time stored away in some place 
which the hurricane had rendered no longer safe. 


The general conclusion to be drawn, which is borne out by an 
examination of the accounts, is that the bulk of the money 
deposited belongs to the better classes who use the Savings Bank 
as a temporary but safe investment for their money. 


~VL—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The ordinary force of police, which consists of 52 non-com- 
missioned officers and men, was temporarily increased during the 
last three months of the year by 10 men to meet the increased 
work thrown upon the police as a consequence of the hurricane. 


The statistics of crime do not compare unfavourably on the 
whole with other years, though under some heads the cases brought 
before the courts are but a small proportion of the offences 
actually committed. 


Many persons I regret to say availed themselves of the con- 
fusion after the storm to help themselves to the wreckage which 
waa lying about in every direction. It was impossible to protect 
it and there were but few prosecutions. : 
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The most noticeable figures in the returns are those which show 8r. q LNOENT. 


the increase of summary convictions for predial larceny from 52 
in 1897 to 119 in 1898. Even these latter figures do not, I fear, 
give a true idea of the amount of crime of this class, and there is 
not much doubt that the offenders have not confined their depre- 
dations to the property of the large owners. It must be 
disheartening for an industrious man to find the result of his 
labour absolutely destroyed in a mght by one of these enemies 
of society, and to an uneducated mind such a misfortune would 
tend to make the sufferer follow similar courses himself, The 
general spread of education and a return of greater prosperity 
may check an evil over which the ordinary processes of law can 
have but little control. 


The cases tried in the Superior Courts are slightly more 
numerous than in past years, but I do not think they are 
excessive. Most of the persons convicted were old offenders, 
whose return to prison after their release is only a question of 
time. 


VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


Owing to the absence of any records which would give an 
idea of the emigration and immigration, it is impossible to 
estimate the population at the 31st December, 1898, with any 
approach to accuracy, but I believe the figure put down—44,000— 
is a fair approximation. 


That emigration is not reducing the natural increase of 
population to any very large extent is, I think, clear from the 
statistics of births, which have not shown any great variation in 
the past few years, and in 1898 were actually higher than they 
were in 1897. 


The large increase in deaths is due to the loss of life by the 
hurricane. Nearly 300 persons lost their lives, and the number 
of deaths indirectly caused by injuries and exposure will never 
be known. It must, however, have been very large. 


A form of dysentery was very prevalent all over the Colony 
after the hurricane, which was attributed to the decaying 
vegetation which polluted the streams. It did not last long and 
was not of a dangerous type. 


There was the usual outbreak of a pernicious form of malarial 
fever in the Grenadines in the dry weather, but it was not so bad 
as it sometimes is. 


Owing to the destruction of the observatory shed in the 
hurricane, the meteorological statistics are, unfortunately, incom- 
plete. The rainfall was slightly less than was recorded last 


ee 
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St, Vincent. year (104°05 inches against 109°62) but, had full records been 
pb obtainable, I think that it would not have falien far short of 
last year’s figures. 

The actual maximum temperature recorded was 88°5° on the 
30th May, and the actual minimum was 65° on the 8th and 
19th March. 

There was abnormal drought in the early part of the year, 
which caused some fears for the water supply of Kingstown, but, 
by judicious management, there was never any failure of the 
supply, and on almost the last day of the dry weather there was 
ample water to extinguish what might have been a dangerous 
fire in the centre of the town. 


An interesting and valuable report of observations taken during 
the hurricane was prepared by the Curator of the Botanic Station, 
and has been published, and I do not therefore deal fully with 
them. The barometer fell from 29°539 at 10 a.m. to 28°509 at 
11.40. This was the duration of the storm from the north. 
During the storm from the south, from 12.25 to 3p.m., the 
barometer rose steadily. 


ee — 


VIII.—POSTAL. 


It is to be recorded that on Christmas Day the penny scale of 
poles with almost every part of the Empire was brought into 
orce. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The event in the records of St. Vincent for the year 1898 
which overshadows all others is the hurricane which passed over 
the Colony on the 11th September. The damage that it caused, 
and the steps which were taken to deal with the situation which 
resulted from it, have formed the subject of special reports, and 
I do not propose to refer to it in much detail. 

Its immediate effects were so far reaching that I have had to 
refer to it in almost every head of this report, and its ultimate 
effect on the future of the Colony no one can yet foresee. 


Briefly stated, the hurricane left not less than 30,000 persons 
homeless, and, for a time, dependent on public charity for their 
maintenance. 

The damage to property was estimated at not less than 
£225,000. 

Owing partly to the fact that Kingstown was more substan- 
tially constructed, and partly to the fact that it was somewhat 
removed from the centre of the storm, the buildings in that town 
were not as a rule so hopelessly wrecked as in the country districts, 
and they afforded shelter to large numbers of refugees. 
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The storm came at a time when a large proportion of the St. eas 
population was going through a period of much suffering, owing Bee 

to the failure of er ound provisions in consequence of the ‘drought 
in the early part ‘of the year. 


The additional distress caused by the storm, made it imperative 
to take immediate steps for relief, and this was done partly by 
proves work for those able to perform it, and partly by 


istributing food to those unable to work or for whorl work could 
not be Pound. 


Temporary shelter was provided as far as possible, and the 
medical staff was temporarily increased to provide attendance for 
the injured and suffering. Building material in small quantities 
was distributed, and carpenters employed i in re-erecting houses. 


A committee was appointed to distribute more systematically 
all the money which could be made available for the more 


permanent repair of houses, and this work is approaching 
completion, 


The destruction of works and crops on the estates caused the 
proprietors for a time to consider the situation, and it was some 
time before they decided what work they would be justified in 
undertaking. The employment that might have been expected 
from the large estates was not, therefore, immediately available, 
and in the meantime the whole responsibility for employing and 
feeding the people was thrown upon the Government. 


The funds to enable us to do this were liberally supplied by 
the Mother country and by the neighbouring and other colonies. 
Up to the 31st December subscriptions to the amount of £28,187 
16s. lld. had been received, of which £18,000 was from the 
Mansion House Fund, and a further sum of £25,000 was placed 
at our disposal by the generosity of Her Majesty’s Government. 


The latter sum was chiefly expended in the restoration of 
public works and buildings, of which a full detail will more 
properly appear in the Blue Book for 1899, as but few works © 
were actually completed during the year under review. 


Of the general relief fund a sum of £9,216 10s. 8d. remained 
unexpended at the close of the year, and almost the whole of this 
has now been absorbed in providing assistance in the erection of 
private homes and in giving relief to the sick and infirm. 


Though there is still much want and distress, most districts are 
returning apparently to their normal state. In the lower lands 
the vegetation has again assumed its usual tropical luxuriance. 
In the centre of the “Island, in the virgin forest, nature has not 
shown the same powers of recuperation, and the hill-sides are still 
brown and in parts bare where before nothing but green was to 
be seen. 


3952*—S B 
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A. beginning was made of the system of settling small holders 
on the land in accordance with the scheme recommended by the 
Rovil Commissioners. An inspection of suitable sites was made 
by Mr. Cradwick, of the Department of Public Gardens and 
Plantations in Jamaica, and the Commissioner of the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture for the West Indies recommended 
which of these estates should be acquired for the purpose. Over 
4,000 acres of land were so chosen and negotiations were begun 
for their acquisition. In no case, however, were these uegotia- 
tions brought to a conclusion during the year, and details of the 
ae will therefore more properly form a subject for the report 
or 1899, 


Perhaps the most important direct result of the hurricane, and 
one which may have an even more unportent indirect effect on 
the future of the Colony, is the practical extinction of what 
remained of the sugar industry in St. Vincent. The crop of 
sugar in the ground was so seriously damaged that there was not 
sufhcient for local consumption. 


The destruction of the sugar works cleared the way for a 
reformation in the antiquated processes hitherto in vogue, but 
there does not seem much probability that central factories on a 
large scale will be mstituted. 


In one or two cases proprietors are contemplating the introduc- 
tion of somewhat improved machinery, but without one or more 
properly equipped central factories, I beheve that the production 
of sugar, except on a small scale for local consumption, must 
cease to be the staple industry of the Colony. 


The industry has been in a moribund condition for many years, 
but, had it not been for the hurricane, it might have dragged on 
for a few more years and so made the transition from the old to 
the new order of things less abrupt than it must now be. 


For the moment, the good prices for arrowroot will help both 
large and small proprietors, but the downward tendency in the 
price has already begun, and the reaping of the new crop must 
cause a heavy fall. : 


The ordinary labourers, both male and female, who form the 
majority of the inhabitants, derive but little benefit from arrow- 
root, beyond the wages for digging the crop when it is ripe. For 
a large part of the year the cultivation requires but little attention, 
and, during that time, there is no occupation for them. 


The immediate outlook for the Colony is by no means hopeful, 
but I do not even now take a despondent view of its ultimate 
progress if those who have the largest monetary staple in the 
Colony fully appreciate their interests and responsibilities. 
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The ultimate prosperity of the Colony, in the absence of 81. Vincent 
central sugar factories, must be looked for in the establishment 2: 
of small holders supplemented by working estates. The difficulty 
in establishing small holders is that large areas of land are 
unsuited for the production of a variety of products, but there is 
hardly an estate in which there is not suitable land for this 
purpose of which no use is made for estate purposes. If pro- 
prietors would dispose of these to small holders, they would, in 
time, have around them a prosperous and contented body of men, 
whose labour would always be available for the estate, but who 
would not be absolutely dependent on it. 


A social revolution of this sort is far more easily and effectu- 
ally carried out by voluntary effort on both sides than by 
Government interference, with all the formalities and safeguards 
which are necessary, but which must check its healthy develop- 
ment. 


Harry THOMPSON. 


28th September, 1899. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. Year. 


255 | Basutoland Sea Sue ee see .-- | 1897-98 


256 | Newfoundland .. ... | 1896-97 
257 | Cocos-Keeling and Christmas ralatida ven 1898 
258 | British New Guinea ... Se dine .- | 1897-98 
259 | Bermuda Sse 1898 


260 | Niger.—Weat African Frontier Force... 1897-98 
261 | Jamaica .. ee bat =e se ie 
262 Barbados — or a a = _ 1898 
263 | Falkland Islands Pe ; 

264 | Gambia ... ae: 
265 St. Helena " 
266 | Leeward Islands 
267 | St. Lucia ‘ 


268 | Fiji ) 
269 | Turks and Caicos Islands ‘5 
270 | Malta 


271 | Gold Coast wie sod 
272 | Trinidad... me sie 
273 +| Sierra Leone 

274 | Ceylon ... seg ses sie . 
275 British Solomon Talands ae ses .- | 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar a ae Sie sae sie 1898 
277 Bahamas oe she es aie nae 

278 | British Honduras : 
279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues 
280 | Grenada... : mn 
281 | St. Vincent 

282 | Hong Kong ies ys sibs ~ re 
283 | Jamaica... vee baig coe ae ... | 1898-99 
284 | Lagos... x Ses ere aie be 1898 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast re ... | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand ... ae ... | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone ai ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada... wh ... | Emigration. 
> | Bahamas ... ae ... | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong ies ... | Bubonic Plague. 

+ 7 | Newfoundland ... --. | Mineral Resources. | 
8 | Western Pacific ... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
9° | Dominica ... on ... | Agriculture. 

10 | Virgin Islands... |. ... | Condition during 1897. 
ll | Grenada ... sini .-. | Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla ... .- ° es | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
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No. 2865. 


SEYCHELLES. . SuYOmNLLa 


(For Report for 1897, see No. 252.) 


AcTING-ADMINISTRATOR Brown to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, 
Seychelles, - 
Ist November, 1899 


SIR 
’ J wave the honour to forward my Report on the Blue 
Book for the year 1898. | 


I have, &c., - 
R. M. Brown, 


Acting-Administrator. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1898. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The revenue of 1898, according to an audited Treasury 
Statement, amounted to Rs. 316,176 as against Rs. 296,171 in 
the previous hase and exceeded the estimated revenue by 
Rs. 52,556. It surpassed the revenue of the previous year by 
Rs, 20,005, and is the largest revenue ever collected in Seychelles. 


The expenditure was Rs. 276,385 as against Rs. 259,056 in 
1897, and was Rs. 17,690 above the estimate. 


The revenue has exceeded the expenditure by Rs. 39,791. 
4476°—75—12/99 Wt 23935 D&S—5 (B) A2 
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Assets and Liabilities. 


The annexed statement of assets and liabilities on the 31st 
December, 1898, shows the following :— 


Rs. 
Assets ees eee eee eee 329,691.11 
Liabilities den Su .- 206,254.38 


Balance in favour of assets... 123,436.73 


Mauritius Debt. 


The debt owing to Mauritius stood reduced on the 31st 
December, 1898, to Rs. 56,000. | _ 

In preparing the statement of the assets and liabilities on 31st 
December, the financial officers have not taken this debt into 
account, considering that as it is repayable in annual instalments, 
and the instalment for the year fad been paid, there was no 
liability. 

If this debt could be considered a liability on the 31st 
December, 1898, it would reduce the balance of assets over 
liabilities to Rs. 67,437.73. 


Exports aND IMPORTS. 


The exports, less coin and bullion, amounted to Rs. 1,278,382 
and the imports, less coin and bullion, to Rs. 889,041. 


The large increase in both exports and imports is due to the 
large vanilla crops of the last two years. Vanilla valued at 
Re. 748,810 was exported last year. 


POPULATION. 
The estimated population of the Archipelago on 31st December, 
1898, was 19,535, whereof 10,098 were males and 9,437 females. 
The births in 1898 were 596—286 males and 310 females. 
The deaths were 342. 


EDUCATION. 


There were 28 schools examined by the Inspector of Schools, 
one of which was the Government Undenominational School, 
the rest Grant-in-aid Schools. i. 8 

The number of children examined was 2,427 against 2,332 in 
1897, the average attendance for the school year being 1,791. 
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The sums voted for education in 1897. were :-— 

: | ; | Rs. 
Grant-in-aid Schools ae ee» 10,000 
Government School aes she 3,864 


Grants to affiliated classes ... ae: 1,200 


oratotal of... see .-- 15,064 


The Grant-in-aid was apportioned as follows :— 
Rs. 
Roman Catholic Schools... .. 8,371.43 
Church of England Schools wee 1,628.57 


JUDICIAL. 


There were 557 criminal informations lodged in 1898. 


There were 758 persons charged and 628 convicted. 133 cases 
were disposed of on the Civil Side and 64 in the Stipendiary 
Court. 


There were also 154 cases dealt with in Chambers. 


Police. 

The Police Force of Seychelles consists of :— 

1 Inspector of police. | 2 Sergeants. 

1 Sergeant-major. | 3 Corporals and 54 men. 
Prison. 


279 persons were committed to prison in 1898, of which number 
16 were sentenced to one year and upwards but under 5 years, 
one to five years and upwards, and the remainder to less than one 
year. 


The daily average in prison was 56. 
Two deaths occurred. 


MEDICAL. 


The total number of in-patients treated at the public hospital of 
Mahé during 1898 was 230. 
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BRSOuRLLE, They came under the following heads :— 


Paupers... kee ove 


Prisoners... 25 
P. W. D. and Police 26 
Paying Patients ... 59 


Loan Works 


Mand their treatment resulted as follows :— 


1897. | 1898. 


Cured 
Relieved 
Unrelieved 
Died 
Remaining in Hospital ... 
Totals 


The 32 unrelieved patients were suffering from :— 


Oldage ... $s sis sng is 6 
Idiocy ... ii sei ae “es 2 
Cancer of stomac sig 3 
Dysentery re 2 
Cirrhosis of liver see ee 2 
Phthisis ... sat Sis ete 5 
Paralysis ... ar see re ses 4 
Heart disease... aoe ue oe 2 
Leprosy ... és se se sisi ] 
Inguinal hernia (double ous eee 1 
Burns... aa was oe aa 1 
Disease of the knee joint aes . ] 
Ovarian tumour ... see us as 1 
Hydrocele ose as one ose ] 
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13 of the above-mentioned were sent to Curieuse Island. The Sevoumins, 
others left the hospital at their own request, rather than undergo 
the operations necessary for their relief. 


' The thirteen deaths were due to :— 


Acute rheumatism... : 1 
New growth (malignant) _... 2 
Meningitis _.... aes 1 
Heart disease ... das ais l 
Pneumonia... ede ous 1 
Hepatic abscess aT is 2 
Cirrhosis of liver... 2 
Dysentery_.... = Sa 2 
Uremia ie es l 

Total » <3 


The gross amount of the sales of drugs at the public pharmac 
amounted to Rs. 1,782 85cs., as against Rs. 2,000 estimated. 
The cost of maintaining the pharmacy amounted to Rs. 1 120 
(being the dispenser’s ve allowance for attending to the 
sales). From this it will be seen that the pharmacy far from 
paying its way as was originally anticipated was worked at 
a loss 


Several cases of small-pox occurred early in the year, but 
fortunately the disease was stamped out. A sum of Rs. 1,200 
was expended for that purpose. 


The number of persons treated as out-patients during the year 
1898 was 1,319, against 2,099 in the year 1897. 


LEGISLATION IN 1898. 


1. An Ordinance to create a police court for the Seychelles 
Islands. 


2. An Ordinance to create the office of Crown prosecutor for 
the Seychelles Islands, and to define the powers and duties of 
such ofhicer. 
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3. An Ordinance to amend the law relating to the security to 
be furnished by the Conservator of Mortgages and Receiver of 
Registration Dues, and by the officers of the Mortgage and 
Registration Department. 


4. An Ordinance to repeal Ordinance 4 of 1897, and to 
re-enact the same with certain necessary amendments and 
additions. 


5. An Ordinance to provide for the refund of Customs duty 
a on goods imported or purchased for the public use of Her 
ajesty s naval forces. 


6. An Ordinance to confer certain powers upon officers in 
charge of loan works. 

7. An Ordinance to make provision for a penere survey of 
Mahé and of other islands of the Seychelles group, and to 
provide for the powers and duties of the Surveyor in charge 
thereof. 

8. An Ordinance for raising the sum of twenty thousand 
pounds for the construction of roads and for a general land 
survey. 

9. An Ordinance to prevent the introduction and spread of 
contagious and infectious diseases among cattle and certain other 
animals, 

10. An Ordinance to amend Ordinance 12 of 1896 entitled 
“ An Ordinance to provide for the treatment of convict, vagrant, 
and pauper lepers.” 

11, An Ordinance to amend the law relating to the security 
to be furnished by the Curator of Vacant Estates and Official 
Assignee in Bankruptcy. 

12. An Ordinance to empower the Administrator in Executive 
Council to make regulations for the police order and manage- 
ment of the town and port of Victoria. 

13. An Ordinance to make better provision for the survey of 
Crown lands, and to confer certain powers upon the Government 
Surveyor. 

14. An Ordinance to provide for the compulsory and gratuitous 
vaccination of persons residing in localities infected with small- 
‘pox. 

15. An Ordinance “to reduce the Export Duty upon 
Guano.” 

16. An Ordinance to make gare provision concerning 
tardy registration of births and deaths occurring in outlying 
islands. 

17. An Ordinance to regulate the printing and publishing of 
newspapers in Seychelles. 

18. An Ordinance to provide for the service of the Seychelles 
Islands for the year 1899. 
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SE YOHELLES, 
EccLESIASTICAL. 1898 


According to the last census returns (1891) there were 2,636 
Protestants and 12,608 Roman Catholics in the Archipelago. 


The following is the list of the clergy in Seychelles :— 


Church of England. 


Civil Chaplain... sas sis ise: 
Minister South Mahé... sas ‘eg. ak 
Minister for Praslin ie vce a | 


Church of Rome. 


Bishop... ase es ave we «Cd 
Priests... ae ove ae -» 14 
Lay Brethren of the Capucin Order ... 2 
Marists Brothers ... soe ace we «OD 

54 


Sisters of St. Joseph de Cluny ... ove 
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PusLic WorKsS. 


. A. sum of Rs.3,066.82 was expended on various works for 
departments, of which Rs. 1,561.95 was paid for labour and 
Rs, 1,504.87 for materials. | 


Rs, .3,564.23 were dil eae on maintenance and repairs of 
at buildings, of which Rs. 1,352.23 for labour and Rs. 2,211 
or materials. 


Rs. 4,719.08 were expended on maintenance of roads and 
bridges, of which Rs, 4,055.65 went to labour and Rs. 663.43 to 
materials. 


Rs. 756.96 were spent on water works, of which Rs. 263.44 for 
labour and Rs. 493.2 for materials. 


Rs. 507.08 were spent on survey works, of which Rs. 129.32 
for labour and Rs. 377.76 for materials. 


A sum of Rs. 8,714.39 were spent on an extension of the closed 
customs shed on the Long Pier, of which Rs. 3,963.08 for labour 
and Rs. 4,751.31 for materials. 


Rs. 847.17 were spent on improving and repairing the old 
customs shed on the pier, of which Rs. 393.43 for labour and 
Rs. 453.74 for materials. 


Rs. 4,145.05 were expended on the new public works yard and 
offices, of which Rs. 2,323.05 for labour and Rs. 1,818 for 
materials. 


Crown LAnpbs. 


The total revenue derived from Crown lands in 1898 was 
Rs. 11,783.51, the expenditure being Rs. 5,185.65, leaving a 
balance in favour of receipts of Rs. 6,597.86. 


Two important contracts were entered into in 1898, in con™ 
nection with Crown lands, viz: 4 plots of land at Mahé, place 
called ‘* Capucin,” were leased for Rs. 1,040 a year for a period 
of nine years, and the guano on the Crown Islands of the 
Amirantes Group was sold for a period of 10 years, at Rs. 5 per 
ton, of which at least 500 tons were to be removed in 1899, 
1,500 tons in 1900 and 3,000 tons in each of the subsequent 
years. 


Few new plantations were made on Crown lands during the 
year. 
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Loan Roap Works. 


The loan works performed this year consist of improvements 
to the Victoria to Anse Royale Road, the work done consisting 
of levelling, widening, and generally improving the road on a 
length of about three miles from the Port Office Pier, and at 
age at Cascade, making a new cutting at Pointe Larue, and 
lasting rocks for a causeway at Anse Faure. 


IsLanD SURVEY. 
A dees survey of the Island was commenced and was 
actively proceeded with during the year. 


{I have, &c., 
R. M. Brown, 


Acting-Administrator. 
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No. 301. 


SEYCHELLES. 


REPORT FOR 1899. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 285.) 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Wer HHayjesty. 
November, 1900. 


LONDORN: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFIOR 
By DARLING & SON. Ltp.. 34-40, Bacon ST2eet, E. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from. 
EYRE & SPOTTISWOODE, East HARDING STREET, FLEET STRERT, E.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET. WESTMINSTER, 8.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., Rosz STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, West NILE STREET. GLASGOW; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LiMiTED, 104, GRarron STREET, DUBLIN. 


1900. 
[Cd. 354-7] Price 3d. 


COLONIAL REPORTS. 


Tho following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


OKI Ot He Gs 09 


ANNUAL. 
Colony. Year. 
Gibraltar 1898 
Bahamas... : ‘ “6 
British Honduras sae wae oe - 
Mauritius and Rodrigues... ae ry 3: 
Grenada... sak te ee ‘ 
St. Vincent ‘ 
Hong Kong 5 
Jamaica ... 1898-99 
Lagos... 1898 
Seychelles roe - 
Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 1899 
Straits Settlements se see 1898 
Basutoland 1898 -99 
Niger Coast Protectorate a i 
British Guiana... Peeataa 
Falkland Islands 1899 
Rritish New Guinea 1898-99 
Bermuda 1899 
Barbados ' i 
Malta - 
Fiji Seer,. ctees ad ss 
Turks and Caicos Islands... ee sas ‘5 
Bahamas ose ase % 
Sierra Leone me 
Gambia ... re 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Colony. Subject. c 

Gold Coast... 


Zululand ... 
Sierra Leone 
Canada 
Bahamas 
Hong Kong 
Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 
Dominica ... 
Virgin Islands 
Grenada 
Anguilla... 
Cook Islands 
Bahamas 


Forests. 

Geology and Botany. 
Emigration. 

Sisal Industry. 

Bubonic Plague. 
Mineral Resources. 
British Solomon Islands. 
Agriculture. 

Condition during 1897. 
Agriculture in Carriacou. 
Vital Statistics, 1898. 
Trade, 1899. 

Fibre Industry. 


... | Economic Agriculture. 
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SEYCHELLES, 
1899. 


No. 3801. uae 


SEYCHELLES. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 285.) 


Apurnistrator E. B. Sweet Escorr to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Government House, Seychelles, 
20th July, 1900. 
(Extract.) 


I save the honour to forward my Report on the Seychelles 
Blue Book for 1899. 


REPORT ON THE SEYCHELLES BLUE BOOK FOR 1899. 


FINANCIAL. 


The year 1899 established another record in the history of Excess of 
Seychelles, the Revenue collected during the year being Rs.46,615 Revenue 
in excess of that collected in 1898, which was the previous highest heir ig 
of any year, and exceeding the expenditure on Ordinary Ser- 1899. 
vices, exclusive of Loan Works, by no less than Rs.93,884. The 
total Ordinary Expenditure was Rs.268,907, and the total 
(rdinary Revenue Rs.362,791. 


2. From the following table of the Revenue and Expenditure po 1a ine and 
for the years 1886 to 1899, it will be seen that in two years only, Expenditure 
namely 1892 and 1894, did the Expenditure exceed the Revenue, from 1886- 
whilst the total excess of Revenue over Expenditure for those 1899 com- 
14 years amounted to no less than Rs.251,434, or, in other words, pared. 

a larger amount than the Revenue collected in any year previous 
to 1897. The falling off in the Revenue for 1892 was due to 
the almost entire failure of the vanilla crop for that year, and 
the excess of Expenditure over Revenue in 1894 was principally 
*6677—75—8/1900 Wt 24600 D &S—5 A2 
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Syycnettes, caused by the purchase of the valuable buildings which belonged 
1€:9. to the New Oriental Bank Corporation for use as Government 


— offices : — 
Year. | Revenue. | Expenditure. 
Rs. Ra. 
1886 152,858 112,853 
1887 171,161 128,117 
1888 200,095 188,715 
1889 208,967 195,550 
1890 224,169 219,393 
1891 217,322 210,724 
1892 194,843 213,595 
1893 232,055 222,226 
1894 235,411 278,470 
1895 233,282 225,500 
1896 243,802 238,177 
1897 296,171 259,056 
1898 316,176 276,385 
1899 362,791 268,907 


3. The following tables give a comparative statement of the 
Revenue for the years 1898 and 1899: — 


penrne 1898. 1899. 

Rs, c. Rs. 

1, Customs re a ie es 177,378:09 219,608°60 
2. Pilotage Dues Sea see as 1,031:04 2,883°43 
3. Licenses, &c. ... “ee ee Sis 39,490°43 43,373°89 
4, Taxes... sis sei ile wisi 37,269-04 42,570-98 
5. Fees of Court, Reimbursements, &c. 35,991°41 25,997°95 
6. Post and Money Order Office _ 10,519°60 9,865°98 
7. Rents of Government Eo opetyy ay 5,665°68 7,836-00 
8. Interest on Sams Invested... se 688°31 710°70 
9. Miscellaneous vee ove aes 8,142°21 9,943-53 
Total ... oe ees 316,175°81 362,791-06 


This table shows that the Revenue for 1899 exceeded that of 
1898 by Rs.46,615, and that there was an increase under every 
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heading, except “Fees of Court, Reimbursements, &c.,” and Szycus.ies, 
“Post and Money Order Office.” In 1898 the disposal of large —:1899. 
estates in Mahé brought in an unusual amount of revenue to the —— 
Registration and Mortgage Department. The demand for post- 

age stamps, which was abnormally heavy in 1895, 1896, and 

1897, was gradually settling down to its normal condition. 


4. The increase in Customs receipts is very marked, the amount Increase in 
for 1899 exceeding that for 1898 by Rs.42,230°51, and being more ata 
than double the amount received in 1895. recerpts: 


5. The five principal sources of revenue are Customs receipts, Principal 
Licences, Taxes, Fees of Court, and Post and Money Order sources of 
Office, and the following table gives the amounts realised under Pada 
these headings for the last five years: — osetia 


1899 com- 
pared. 
— | 1895. 1896. | 1897. 1898. | 1899. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Customs ses wee | 107,230 | 123,827 | 171,368 | 177,378 | 219,608 

Licenses wee ane 38,312 33,466 35,481 39,490 43,373 

Taxes ... eee bee 31,465 33,087 39,475 37,269 42,570 

Fees of Court, &c. ... 19,728 19,735 23,189 35,991 25,997 


say and Money Order 20,843 22,709 15,291 10,519 9,865 
ffice. 


———— EE: | a er 


Totals... ... | 217,578 | 232,824 | 284,804 | 300,647 | 341,413 


6. The most noteworthy feature in this table is, as already customs 
pointed out, the great increase in Customs receipts, which have, as receipts 
a fact, doubled in the last five years—a fairly réliable indication °x#mined. 
of the increasing prosperity and spending capacity of the islands. 
From 1887 to 1894 the Customs receipts were as follows :— 


1887 di vr .. Ks.92,971 
1888 Sens" ae sei 98,955 
1889 se Bis se 120,866 
1890 ss at a 122,285 
1891 ie a bs 112,776 
1892 sad ae oe 95,140 
1893 ab ae i 110,700 
1894 119,385 


The Customs receipts for 1894 thus exceeded those for 1887 by 
only Rs.26,414, notwithstanding that, under Ordinance No. 2 of 
1893, a surcharge of 30 per cent. was levied from the 1st April 
of that year on all sums payable in respect of import duties, and 
duty on rum issued for home consumption. From this sur- 
charge of 30 per cent. the following foodstuffs were, and are, 
exempted : —rice, sugar, dholl, wheat, flour, and lentils. 
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Import duties are levied under Seychelles Regulation No. 6 of 
1888, and their amount was based on the various duties in force 
at the time in Mauritius. This regulation also imposed an ex- 
port duty of R.1 per 1,000 kilos. on (1) goods exported from bond, 
(2) goods landed at Seychelles in transit for other ports, and (3 
goods landed from vessels in distress, and reshipped. Up to, an 
including 1896 the export duties received were inconsiderable, 
being only Rs.15 in 1893, Rs.16 in 1894, Rs.58 in 1895, and Rs.26 
in 1896; but in 1897, owing to the operation of Ordinance No 5 
of that year, which imposed a duty of Rs.5 per ton on all guano 
exported from the Seychelles Islands, they amounted to Rs.4,275. | 
This duty was reduced to R.1 a ton by Ordinance No. 15 of 1898, 
which is now in force, and the export duties for the year realised 
only Rs.1,394. In 1899 the receipts for export duties were 
Rs.1,943, of which Rs.1,940 were on account of guano. 

Steps are now being taken to work in a systematic manner the 
valuable guano deposits on the Amirantes Islands, and it is pro- 
bable that the export duty on guano will become a not incon- 
siderable source of revenue. 

7. The following table gives a comparative statement of the ex- 
penditure for the years 1898 and 1899, arranged under the proper 
headings :— 


Head of Service. | 1898. | 1899. 


Bs. cts. Rs. cts. 


1, Charge on account of Public Debt we | 4,124 371 2,680 0 
2. Pensions and Gratuities... se .-- | 10,057 44 | 11,040 65 
3. Administrator and Legislature... «-- | 18,806 98 | 15,169 23 
4 


. Treasury, Customs, and Revenue Depart- | 13,876 63 | 14,116 84 
ments. 


. Audit Department ... eee ose wa 3,579 20; 3,977 651 
Port, Marine, and Lighthouse Departments | 8,950 .76 | 8,946 28 
. Legal Departments ... ees ois oe | 24,167 61 | 27,438 41 
; Police Department ... ase a »- | 26,538 48 | 28,633 68 


oo NO OF 


. Prison Department ...  ... ws ete | «9,295 59 | 10,563 97 


10. Medical, Hospital, and Dispensaries De- | 25,855 54 | 26,293 21 
partments. . 
11. Sanitary and Board of Health ... ...| 6,009 13] 7,145 41 


12. Ecclesiastical Department ... ... ... | 10,645 17 | 9,750 80 
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1899. 189). 


SEYCHELLES, 
Head of Service. | 1898. | 


Rs. . cts.| Rs. cts. 
13. Education Department eee ove oo | 15,592 65) 15,599 34 


14. Printing Department... sae ses ce 3,286 67 2,479 97 
15. Post Office Department ie eee bee 5,242 77 6,179 72 
16. Transport _... “at ee ses oo | 13,961 58 4,455 32 
17. Crown Lands Department ... ies ‘ie 5,185 65 4,935 47 
18. Loss on Exchange ... eve sas ae 7,036 64 4,842 52 
19. Miscellaneous... ees eco tee eee 3,385 55 | 4,384 16. 
20. Telegraph and Steamer Subsidies ... wo. | 21,156 58 | 20,395 17 
21. Copyists see “as ‘ns <a see — 689 29 


22. Superintendent of Public Works and Gov- | 8,176 53) 8,157 17 
ernment Surveyor’s Department. 


23. Public Works, Recurrent... ove oo. | 13,407 69] 11,618 11 
24. Public Works, Extraordinary ons eo | 13,158 44 | 16,110 64 


25. Special Votes eee eee eee eee eee 4,887 24 3,305 36 


Total... eee eee | 276,384 89 | 268,907 43 


The Expenditure for 1899 was therefore less by Rs.7,477°46 
than that for 1898, whilst the Revenue for 1899 exceeded that for 
1898, as has been stated in paragraph 1, by Rs.46,615. 


The Expenditure given for 1898 and 1899 is exclusive of that 
spent on Loan Works, which will be referred to in another place, 
and which amounted on the 31st December last to Rs.251,472°'48 
out of a total amount of Rs.300,000, representing a loan of 
£20,000 from the Imperial Treasury, under the Colonial Loans 
Act, 1899, for making a survey of Mahé, and for constructing new 
roads and improving existing roads throughout the island. 


8. There was no change in taxation during the year 1899, as Taxation, 
Ordinance No. 18 of 1899, “To levy a wharfage duty on certain 
‘goods imported into and exported from the Seychelles Islands,” 
and which it has been estimated will produce Rs.25,000 a year, 
was not brought into operation until the Ist January, 1900. 


9. On the 31st December, 1899, the Assets of Seychelles ex- Assets and 
ceeded its Liabilities by Rs.126,426°26. Liabilities. 


The Liabilities principally consisted of advances by the Crown 1,iabilities. 
Agents for the Colonies on account of Loan Works, to which 
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Seycuetues, allusion is made at the end of paragraph 7, of advances by the 
1899. Crown Agents to the Colonial Government, pending the loan of 
— —_ £20,000 for road work and the survey of Mahé being made from 

the Imperial Treasury (all expenditure on account of Loan 
Works incurred in Seychelles being meanwhile met from 
General Revenue), of the balance of the debt due to Mauritius, 
amounting to Rs.55,000, and of Savings Bank Deposits, which, 
at the end of last year, totalled Rs.70,605°18. 


Assets. The Assets were mainly represented by the cash in the 
Treasury chests, which on the 3lst December last was 
Rs.156,475°60, by the sum of Rs.205,066-20 due to the Colonial 
Government for advances on account of loan works, by drafts for 
Rs.40,665°85 in transit to the Crown Agents to meet ordinary 
expenditure in England, and by investments on account of 
General Services, of the value of Rs.22,550. 


Recent Although any account of the financial transactions of 1900 

financial = should, strictly speaking, be reserved for the Report to be pre- 

transactions sented next year, it may be briefly mentioned that the Treasury 
loan of £20,000 has now been made, that the accounts with the 
Crown Agents have been adjusted, that the debt of Rs.55,000 to 
Mauritius has been repaid, that Rs.70,605°18 have been invested 
in England on account of Savings Bank Deposits in Seychelles, 
and that a further sum of Rs.70,000 has been remitted to the 
Crown Agents for investment on General Revenue account, with 
a view to creating a Reserve Fund to ensure the financial 
stability of these islands. 


Public Debt, 10. The Public Debt of Seychelles consists at the present time 
of the loan of £20,000 from the Imperial Treasury, under the 
Colonial Loans Act, 1899, and the local Ordinance No. 1 of 1900. 
It is repayable in 30 years from the 26th April last, the date on 
which the loan was actually made, by means of an annuity of 
principal and interest combined, at the rate of £49 7s. 9d. per 
annum for every thousand pounds borrowed. The annuity for 
the repayment of this lean will fall due on the 26th April 
in the years 1901 to 1930 inclusive, and the amount to be annually — 
repaid is Rs.14,816:25, the equivalent, at 1s. 4d. the rupee, of 
£987-85. 


II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES 
(A.) ImpoRTs AND Exports. 


Total actual 11. The marked increase in the Revenue for the last four years 
imports and is brought out by the table given in paragraph 2. It will be 
exports from observed from the following table that this increase is coincident 
1886-1899. ith the very considerable increase which has taken place in the 
imports and exports from the year 1896. As the table in para- 
graph 2 gave the Revenue and Expenditure for the years 1886 
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to 1899 inclusive, it may be useful if the value of the total imports SEYCHELLES, 


and exports for the same years is also given : — 


+] 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
Rs. Rs. 
1886 409,326 426,470 
1887 481,201 621,789 
1888 568,289 529,695 
13889 570,989 653,102 
1890 657,512 620,578 
1891 615,919 797,218 
1892 481,720 819,399 
1893 550,209 828,605 
1894 604,033 762,080 
1894 518,908 599,745 
1896 710,359 1,535,895 
1897 942,017 1,503,701 
1898 889,041 1,278,382 
1899 984,666 1,853,362 


The foregoing table shows that in every year since 1886, except 
the years 1888 and 1891, the value of exports exceeded that of 


imports, and that, in 1899, the excess was Rs.868,696. 


The 


total excess of exports and imports for the last fourteen years 


was Rs.3,845,832. 


12. For some unexplained reason the pee given to the Bullion and 


Colonial Office as representing the value of the imports and ex- eee nd 


ports for 1896 and 1897 included the value of bullion and coin exported 
imported and exported. This error has been corrected in the Has 1889- 
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BEvCHE table given above, and the following table shows separately the 
‘*- value of bullion and coin imported and exported since 1899 :— 


Year, Bullion and Coin imported. | Bullion and Coin exported. 
Rs. | Ra. 

1889 os 35,000 43,000 
1890 40,200 25,000 
1891... 31,683 9,175 
1892... 85,800 119,566 
1893 36,000 69,877 
1894 42,000 33,904 
1895... ws 33,000 137,219 
1896 .. ove 264,720 34,017 
1897 400 ane 180,394 63,954 ~ 
1898 ‘ 120,640 103,132 
1899 ive 57,224 44,300 - 

Total ... 926,661 683,644 


The value of the bullion and coin imported into Seychelles 
during the last eleven years ihus exceeded the value of the bul- 
lion and coin exported during the same period by Rs.243,087. 


Real value 13. The value of imports and exports is in reality greater than 
of eee the value as assessed for duty. By Mauritius Proclamation 
ane eos No. 28 of 1876 it was proclaimed that “the Order of Her Majesty 
value assess- 19 Council of the 12th August, 1876, under paragraph 9, of 
ed for duty. which all taxes, duties, fees, fines, and penalties specified in terms 
of British Currency in any Ordinance, Proclamation, Regula- 

tion, Notification, or Contract then in force, should, until further 

orders, continue to be levied, assessed, and collected, as hereto- 

fore, and at the rate fixed in such Ordinance, Proclamation, 
Regulation, Notification, or Contract.” The “rate” referred to 

was the rate of the rupee as the equivalent of two shillings, and, 

as this Proclamation was to have full force and effect in Mauri-. 

tius and its Dependencies, which included Seychelles, all goods 

. coming from countries where there is a gold standard of currency 

pay duty at the rate of Rs.10 for every pound sterling, instead of 

at the proper rate of Rs.15, thus securing preferential treatment 

to the amount of 50 per cent. on European goods and goods from 

other countries where a gold standard prevails. It is difficult 

to justify the present method of assessing, for duty, the value of 
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goods arriving from gold-using countries, and in Mauritius the Spycuesi.sa, 
anomaly has been remedied by Ordinance No. 5 of 1898. The 1899. 
draft of a similar Ordinance to give the Administrator in Execu- 
tive Council the power to fix by proclamation the rate of ex- 
change, at which the value of goods coming from countries in 
which a g° old currency of standard prevails, for the purpose of 
levying the ad valorem Customs duty, has recently been pre- 
: eae and published in the Seychelles Gazette, but its intro- 

uction into the Legislative Council will be deferred until the 
question of the amendment of the Customs tariff can be dealt with 
as a whole. 


14. The three following tables give, under the headings, “‘ Live Comparative 

Animale, Food, and Drink, and Narcotics,” ‘“ Manufactured tables of 
Articles,” and “Raw Materials,” a comparative statement of the bagel ea 
principal articles imported in 1898 and 1899, showing the coun- 198 and 
tries from whence they came. Generally speaking, articles 1899, 
which do not amount in value to Rs.1,000 have been excluded. 
Thus, tea does not appear in table (1), though the total value of 
the tea imported in 1898 was Rs.1,496, and in 1899, Rs.1,173. 
Some countries, which send Seychelles only very small quantities 
of the articles enumerated, have not been included in the 
tables : — 
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SeycHettes, 15. It will be seen that Seychelles principally draws its sup- 
1899. plies from England, France, India, and Mauritius, and the 
—— following table shows the comparative value of the imports from 


Com tive : | 
alvalne these countries for the last five years :— 
of imports 

sips Value of Imports from England, France, India, and Mauritius 
oa 1895-~ From 1895-1899, 


1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. 


| 


Rs. Res. Bs. Rs. Rs. 
England we | 201,444 173,486 248,798 136,550 323,406 


France... ...| 79,282 | 61,461 | 104,519 | 131,496 | 177,619 
India... ...{| 45,888 | 209,652 | 235,144 | 317,123 | 334,693 


Mauritius ... | 152,974 | 123,353 | 127,661 | 137,802 | 123,641 


1 


ie 1 ~—_—s«*'16. The considerable importation of coal in 1899, valued at 
Rs.75,450, is partly responsible for the marked increase in the 
value of the imports from England for last year, but it will also 
be seen that the importations of manufactured articles as a whole 
has largely increased. 


Trade with 17. The development of the trade with India is very noteworthy, 

India. and is to be accounted for by the facilities now afforded for rapid 
communication between Seychelles and India by steamers belong- 
ing to the British India Steam Navigation Company. 


Withdrawal 18. It was prophesied that the withdrawal of the Messageries 
of M.M. Maritimes steamers from Seychelles as a port of call, which took 
pteanicns place in December, 1895, would have a disastrous effect on the 
trade of the islands, but it will be noticed that, although the 
imports from France were less in value by Rs.17,821 in 1896 
than they were in 1895, they more than recovered in 1897, and 
last year exceeded the imports of 1895 by no less than Rs.98,337. 


Importation 19. Attention should be drawn to the large importation of 
of coffee. coffee from India. Seychelles produces in abundance Liberian 
coffee, of an exceptionally fine quality, but the broken coffee, of 
a very inferior quality, which is imported from India, and is 
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commonly termed “ sweepings,” seems to be preferred to the Sey- SrycwEL.es, 


chelles grown coffee by the bulk of the coloured population, 
owing, some think, to its producing a darker and thicker fluid. 
This coffee is sold at 25 cents of a rupee a lb., and only the very 
best Liberian coffee in small quantities can command a higher 
price. Unless the Seychelles-grown coffee becomes more popular 
in Seychelles, and can find a larger market, at moderately re- 
munerative prices, outside, it is feared that coffee culture, for which 
Sevchelles is particularly well adapted, will be abandoned. Per- 
haps, however, better methods of cultivation and of curing may 
result in obtaining for Sevchelles coffee in the Kuropean market 
@ popularity which at present it does not possess. 


20. Whilst the increase in the imports of Seychelles has been 
great since the year 1895, the increase in the exports has been 
still more marked. In 1895 the exports were only valued at 


Rs.599,745. In 1899 their value had increased to Rs.1,853,362. 
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1899. 


Exports. 


20 
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SeycHELLEs, 21. The annexed comparative table gives the value of the principal 
1899. for the last two years :— 


Comparative 

table of 

principal =— 
exports for 
1898 and 

1699. 


Cocoa ... 


Cloves ... Sas 


Cocoa nute ... 


Coco-de-Mer ... 


Coffee eoce eee 


Fish, salted 


Guano ... 


Oil (cocoanut) 


Soap 


Tortwise shell ... 


Tripangs 


Vanilla... 


England. 
1898. 1899, 
Re. Ra. 

4,778 | 8,159 
600 60 

189 —_ 
14,876 8,800 
238,008 21,664 
460,820 | 873,728 


France. 
1898. | 1899. 
Res. Re. 

1,804 1,561 
—_ 16 
_ 110 
17,984 5.600 
271,320 | 464,992 


India. Mauritius. 


1898, 1899. 1898. 1899. 


Rs. Rs. Rs. i Rs. 
— 829 680 — 
com — —_ 372 
16,325 10,006 16,831 6,953 
1,961 8 20 12 
ies 1,402 850 | 1,176 
| 
~ | «| - Lon 
_ _ 4,787 , 9,850 


216,020 | 267,288 | 118,000 | 85,400 
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exports of Seychelles, showing the countries to which they were exported, BEecee Eres : 
9. 


| 
Zanzibar. Belgium. ! China. | Denmark. | Mombasa. 
{ 


Mada-| Nossi- : 
gascar.| Be. Réunion. 


ee ef eet =e ee. J ee 


Zz 
i 
1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. 1898. | 1899. 


! eae ! 


Rs. . Rs. | Rs. Ra. Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Ra. Ra. Rs. | Rs. 
_ 
os = tans = Pas — ies a = = a wes pain — 
—-/—,— | — | 402/ a2}; —~ | — | —~f{—|f — ee a 
| | 
: ae 116 —;—;,;—;]—]—]— |] — | 588] 774! 840; — | 536 
I 
| 7 
8 50' — _ 60] — = = 4] — 30 — = = 
| : 
60 | - -|- | ee eee ee ee ee ee 100} — ey ee 
, 
| ! | 
» es i ee | ee eee ee ee ee ere eee ie Ww}; — ame ees ae ee 
| | 
| we | ae ae ee en Pe i ee eee ee ere Ta ier, 
| 
— 680} — | — | — | — | — | — | — | 6,800 | 3,888 | 10,600 | 43,892 | — | 800 
| 
42,186 28,998 | me ff eee ee ee ee | me 780 | BP 118.987) 1982) | 
— a egy) rae cee) (eee, re, ee ae ga -_ ee 
eee ROD | E986) | cee ee fe —|/—-j;—-/-— 
| 
ee 180 | ~— 
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SEYCHELLES, 
1899. 


Total value 
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22. The principal countries to which Seychelles sends its pro- 
duce are England, France, India, and Mauritius, and the follow- 
ing table shows the comparative value of the exports to these 
countries for the last five years : — 


of principal . 


exports from 
1895-1899. 


Manufac- 
tures. 


of Mahé, 


Value of Exports to England, France, India, and Mauritius 
from 1895 to 1899. 


—— | 1895. | 1896. ! 1897. 1898. | 1899. 
| 
: 
Rs. Rs. : Rs. Rs. Rs. 
England 92,138 | 704,508 637,906 505,505 907,142 
France ... 60,625 213,915 | 348,330 290,958 472,314 
India 154,516 384,989 264,605 234,711 271,997 
Mauritius 236,572 114,645 152,579 157,094 107,919 


Besides these countries, Nossi-Be took goods from Seychelles 
in 1899 to the value of Rs.50,864, and Zanzibar goods to the value 
of Rs.31,564. 


Again, it must be noticed that it is since the withdrawal of the 
Messageries Maritimes steamers that the trade of Seychelles with 
France has increased, and that the value of the exports to Eng- 
land and France appears to depend almost entirely on the extent 
of the vanilla crop. In 1895 there was practically an entire 
failure of the vanilla crop, whereas the crop for 1898-1899 was 
the largest on record. 


(B.) MANUFACTURES AND FISHERIES. 


23. Five small soap manufactories are in operation in Sey- 
chelles, and in 1898 the value of the soap exported was Rs.56,923. 
Last year the value fell to Rs.30,562. 


From the comparative table of exports it will be seen that the 
greater part of the soap was exported to Zanzibar, and that in 
1898 Madagascar was a large purchaser. Owing to a hostile 
tariff the trade with Madagascar is rapidly dying out. There are 
three mineral water factories, and an ice factory has recently been 
established. The manufacture of coprah and cocoanut oil is 
extensively carried on, and nearly every cocoanut estate is pro- 
vided with drying sheds and oil-mills. The establishments of 
the largest cocoanut estate owners are at Barbaron, on the west 
and on the Islands of Silhouette and La Digue. 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 23 


Vanilla curing houses, which are generally of masonry, are to SzYcHELLes, 
be found on almost every vanilla estate of over 50 acres. 1899. 


24. The number of boats employed in fishing cannot be ex-_ 
actly stated. Many hundred canoes and rowing boats are owned Fisheries. 
in Seychelles, ‘and are employed for fishing purposes, and for the 
conveyance of produce. Several luggers and small schooners, 
not exceeding 20 tons, are employed on the fisheries, especially 
on the banks of the islands belonging to the Amirantes and 
Aldabra groups, and in the outlying islands many boats and 
canoes are employed in turtle and tortoiseshell fisheries. 


The collection of mother-of-pearl shell has recently been 
started on the Amirantes, and promises to become an important 


industry. 


(C.) AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIEs. 


20. The estimated acreage of the Seychelles group of islands, Toa] acre- 
excluding the Amirantes and the Aldabra group, is 45,000, the age of 
acreage of Mahé alone being 35,520. Of the total acreage, 30,000 Seychelles, 
acres may be said to be cultivated and 15,000 to be uncultivated, serrate pe 
but the greater part of the uncultivated land is of so mountainous yao). 
and barren a nature that it does not admit of cultivation. 


26. In forwarding the Blue Book returns on agriculture, in- pigiculty in 
cluding crops, stock, and produce, the Acting Conservator of estimating 
Crown Lands writes as follows: —‘* It is impossible to give the area under 
acreage of land under each crop. The proprietors themselves °°! Top. 
have very little idea, and, even if they were asked to send in 
returns, doing their best to send them in correctly, they would 
vary between 10 per cent. and 500 per cent. of the exact amount. 

Again, the land is so hilly, so interspersed with ravines and 
rocky patches, big boulders, &c., that such data as are required 
becomes impossible to give. 

‘‘ A third reason is as follows: —Much land is planted with two 
or three crops at one and the same time; for example, vanilla and 
cocoanuts, cloves and vanilla, pepper and Liberian coffee, lemon- 
grass and vanilla, &c., &c., are found together. Again, an acre 
of vanilla on one planter’s estate would not be a quarter of an 
acre on another, and might be two acres on a third, some planters 
planting vines close together, and others at greater distances on 
standing timber.” 

27. At a rough estimate, it may be said that 20,000 acres are Rough csti- 
under cocoanuts, 2,000 under vanilla, 1,000 under coffee, 300 mate of area 
unter cloves, 10 under pepper, 300 under cocos-de-mer, 200 under 
under cacao, 10 acres under tea, 1,000 acres under cassava and Vario.s 
sweet potatoes, 300 under sugar cane, 200 under maize, 100 is *°P* 
pasture land, 200 are planted in pineapples, 200 in small toma- 
toes and vegetables, whilst some 3,000 acres of forest lands are 
partially cultivated. Aloe plants of large growth are common 
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in many parts over the forest lands. Mangoes, bananas, papaw, 
bread-fruit, orange citron, lemon, limes, bitter orange, Jack, Sey- 
chelles plum, custard apple, avoca pears, and other fruit trees, are 
grown on every estate, and especially in ravines. 


28. The preparation of vanilla has much improved of late 
years. Sun-drying is no longer in vogue. Nearly all vanilla 
is now cured in properly constructed drying rooms, heated with 
hot air. The French method of steaming the freshly-picked 
vanilla pods has been tried, but the boiling-water process is 
generally adopted. | 


29. Many coffee-husking machines for hand power have been 


ing machines made local y. On the Cascade and the Mamelles Estates alone 


European machinery is used, and it has proved successful in 
husking and cleaning the berries. 


Cocoanut oil, 30. No European machinery is used in the manufacture of 


Siints as to 
Vanilla 
cultivation. 


cocoanut oil, and no improvement has been made in the methods 
adopted of extracting the oil, which, though very primitive to 
look at, appear to be efficacious. European maize-pgrinding 
machinery has recently been introduced with success. 


31. The following information respecting vanilla plantations 
may be of interest and use to anyone intending to invest capital 
in this industry. 


A vanilla plantation should not be started with a smaller capi- 
tal than £1,000, as a crop cannot be expected under three years. 
Suitable vanilla land, easily accessible, cannot be purchased under 
Rs.300 an acre, and, even at this price, is not readily obtainable. 
The Crown has in the hills a few hundred acres of land, suitable 
for vanilla, for lease on terms of nine years, with the option of 
renewal for a further term of five years. 


Under the old system, namely, planting on bars, wires, &e., 
from 1,200 to 1,800 vines were planted per acre. Vanilla is now 
planted on live trees, and the number of vines planted depends 
on the number of trees growing on the land. Cuttings of quick- 
growing shrubs are now often planted in vacant spots, and after 
three months vines are then planted on them. Vines are planted 
six feet long, and will begin to bear three years after planting, 
but will only reach their prime in three years more. Vines are 
worth from Rs.4 to Rs. 8 per 100, according to the district. The 
wages of men employed on vanilla plantations vary from Rs.12 
to Rs.14 a month, and of women from Rs.6 to Rs.8, in both cases 
without rations. Labourers on hill estates are not easy to get, 
and, as a rule, the African labourers prefer working on the moitié 


. or share system. A man can plant 300 cuttings of vines a day, 


and can keep in good order throughout the year 2,500 plants. 
Women are employed for marrying the flowers, 7.¢., removing the 
pollen from the anthen of the flower and applying it to the 
stiema, without which operation the flower is lost. No flowers 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 25 


can be married after midday. A woman can marry from 600 Srycue..re, 
to 800 flowers per day. 99. 

Each vine can produce from 25 to 30 pods of different sizes, from 
four inches to eight inches long. On an average, 130 green pods 
go to 1 lb. of prepared vanilla, the pods shrinking considerably 
in preparation, and losing a quarter of their weight. The local 
prices for vanilla vary. 


In 1899 fine prepared pods fetched Rs.16 to Rs.18 per lb. 


This year the price is from Rs.14 to Rs.16. Green pods are 
now being sold at Rs.10 per 100 pods. 


The regular flowering season is from August to. December. 
The cost of preparation represents from Rs.1 to Rs.1:50 per Ib. 


The pods are gathered about nine months after the flowers 
have been married, and are cured in from three to four months. 


In Seychelles, as in other vanilla producing countries, there 
are bad seasons, when, owing to excessive rain, the yield of the 
vine is poor. 

32. At present, the prosperity of Seychelles practically depends Dependence 
on the one product, vanilla. In 1895, for example, the crop of Seychelles 
almost entirely failed, and the exports were consequently less by sea carpal 
Rs.162,335 than they were in 1894. In 1896 the crop was an 
exceptionally good one, and the exports for that year exceeded 
the exports for 1895 by no less than Rs.936,150. 


Unless the Revenue of Seychelles is always to be of a some- 
what fitful nature, it is essential fhat other products of an estab- 
lished commercial value should be grown. 


33. On the recommendation of a representative committee, Proposed 
largely composed of the principal planters of Seychelles, the establish- 
Legislative Council has approved, and the Secretary of State has ment of 
sanctioned, the establishment of a Botanic Station, and the ap- Botanic 
pointment of an agronomic chemist as its curator. The neces- "C4. 
sary preliminaries are now being taken, and the Station will be 
started on a modest basis from the beginning of 1901. Its sup- 
plies will, it is hoped, be largely drawn at the outset from Mauri- 
tius, but likely plants of economic value will be obtained from 
other countries, and experiments will especially be made in the 
treatment of soil. The co-operation of the Director of the Royal 
Gardens, Kew, has already been secured, and there are good 
grounds for hoping that the Botanic Station will prove of great 
assistance in developing the resources of the Seychelles Islands. 


(D.) Grants or Lanps. 


34. As stated in paragraph 25, the acreage of Mahé is 35,520, Small 


: . : amount of 
or 555 square miles. Every acre of the island has at one time or (aa) 


another been conceded. Many concessions had been made by the jy yang. 
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Seycueties, French prior to the English taking possession of the Seychelles 
1599. Islands in 1794, and they were all recognised later by the 
—— English. 

Certain lands have reverted to the Crown, owing to their never 
having been taken up by the grantee, or to other causes. These 
lands are situated chiefly in the hills, and their area is about 900. 
acres. 


CrownLands 35. At present the Crown Lands Department is a source of 

Department. profit to the Government. Thus, the cost of its administration, 
including labour, was last year only Rs.4,951, whilst rents from 
all sources, including rents for certain islands, produced Rs.7,777 ; 
the sale of Crown lands produce, principally consisting of cocoa- 
nuts and vanilla, amounted to Rs.4,528; and, lastly, Rs.2,500 
were paid for guano to be taken from the Amirantes Islands, 
making a total of Rs.14,805, and showing a net profit on the 
year, on the Crown Lands Department, of Rs.9,854. 


(E.) SHIPPING. 
Comparative 36. The following four tables show the number, tonnage, and 
ta hs nationalities of sailing vessels and steamers entered and cleared 
mmPpms- during the last two years: — 


—_——<—<$<$<$——. 


(1.) Sathng Vessels Entered. 


| British. | French. | Norwegian. 


Year ; : ora ie — Bey Pe hey 
: a mt ms essels. onnage. 
9 Tons.| # | Tons. 2 | Tons a 
© ® © | 
ia [= Risse 
1898. | 16 |1,319| 3) 479;—/} — 19 1,798 
| | | 
1899... 11| 982) 4 $31 4 1,254 19 2.567 
(2.) Sailing Vessels Cleared. 
Total Total 
Year. Vessels. Tonnage. 
| 
| , | | 
1693... | 19 '614| 3) 479/ 1 1,404 | 93 3,497 
4| 331/ 3 992 17 2,219 


1899... 10, 896 


! 
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Year. 


1895 


1836 


1897 


1898 


1899 
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37. It will be seen from tables 3 and 4 that the tonnage 
the tonnage of steamers entered and cleared during the previous 
increased number of steamers, belonging to the British India 
Colombo, and Zanzibar, and also, as will be seen later, to Sey- 
of one, as in 1898, and by Portuguese, Austrian, Dutch, and 
visited the islands the year previous : — 


Comparative Statement of Total Shipping 


British. French. German. Italian. 
2 Zz x] a 
3 Tons 3 Tons. 2 Tons. 3 Tons 
@d ® @ 
> > > > 


Inwards ... | 43 | 34,772 | 40 | 200,205 


Outwards ... | 46 | 35,142 | 41 |201,525/ 4/ 5,744;/—| — 
(i tnwards ... | 60] 65,253) 7| 28,201 | 1| 1,642/—| — 
| Outwards ... | 60 | 65,253} 7/ 28,291} 1/ 1,642/—| — 
( | Inwards ... | 56 | 65,141 | 1 650; 2] 3,292, — — 
| | 
rt Outwards ... | 52| 61,149) 1} 650) 2) 3292; —,; — 
| 
| Inwards ... | 49| 60,530/ 8| 3,203/ 1/' 1,650/—| — 
| 
Outwards ... | 54| 64,766 | 8| 3,203| 1] 1,650,;—) — 
| 
} 
[ Inwards ... | 46| 62,925| 5} 2,331| 5| 15,961, 1| 1,399 
| 
L| Outwards ... | 45 | 62,889) 5| 2,331] 5) 15,961) 1| 1,399 
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of steamers entered and cleared at Seychelles last — exceeded 
year by 56,282 tons, this increase being principally due to the 
Steam Navigation Company, trading between India, Seychelles, 
chelles having been visited by four German Men-of-war, instead 
Italian Men-of-war, none of the last four nationalities having 
Inwards and Outwards for Last Five Years. 
| - 
Austrian. | Russian. | Portuguese. | Norwegian. Dutch. Total. 
saicca Famnsaiieic’ css’ Rae! (Gina Gein) A SARE (RT (EMG Gr SGI asec 
= | cs | c x 
Tons. | z ' Tons H | Tons. : | Tons 3 Tons j Tons. 
> | > | > | > > > 
{ ( —_———_—_—. 
| a 
| 
| | Pt 
I | — ' 1] 1,320! — _ 1. 1,092| 1] 4,600 | 90 | 247,773 
| | | 
= | — | 1! 1,320) — | = 1; 1,092 | 1| 4,600 | 94 | 249,423 
| | | —— 
| | | | ! 
1| 1,370 | - : 1 | 729) 1 | 329; 1! 803 | 72 | 98,417 
| | 
1; 1370';—|} — | 1 729 | 1 | 329,—;, — |71 | 97,614 
LY tt aa 
oe | — ~ 1} 729; 1 1404 | — | — |61! 71,216 
| | | | 
e a eee ee | — | 1] 803 | 56 | 65,219 
| | | 
| | 
en) ud - 26 ee sake ee es, eed: aes. «56 65.988 
| | 
= an fe p ta] | BL aoe) — | | 68 | 7,088 
rk | | 
1) 2,400 | —| — | 1] 2993) 4| 1,254] 1] 7,000} 64 96,263 
1} 2,400 | — _ 1/ 2993} 3 992} 11 7,000 | 62 | 95,915 
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Seycnettes, 38. In the above table is given a comparative statement of the 
1899. total shipping, by nationalities, inwards and outwards, for the 
— last five years. Whilst the total tonnage of the shipping of 

Comparative 1899 exceeded that of 1898 by 55,772, it fell short of the total 

Se of total tonnage of 1895 by no less than 304,978. In the absence of any 

frope 1995. °Planation, this falling off in the return of shipping would seem 

1899. to imply a falling off in the trade of Seychelles, and a decrease in 

Falling off | 1¢8 prosperity. But this is not the case. During the year 1895 

of shipping the large steamers of the Messageries Maritimes Company, run- 

as compared ning between Marseilles and Australia, made Seychelles a port of 
weeny call on their outward and homeward voyages, and a branch line 
- of steamers of the same company was also running between 
Mauritius and Seychelles. The result was that the actual ton- 

nage of vessels entered and cleared was far greater than the trade 

of the Colony required, whilst as a fact the admirable passenger 

and mail service which the Messageries Maritimes steamers 

afforded, and the loss of which many persons not unnaturally 

reeret, did little to develop either the resources or the commerce 


of Seychelles. 


View of the In his Blue Book Report for 1896 the late Administrator of 
late Ad- Seychelles lamented the loss of the Messageries Maritimes 
praia steamers, in the following words: —‘“I stated in my last Annual 
Grnied by Report that the Messageries Maritimes Company have, unfortu- 
actual nately, abandoned Seychelles, and that we are now entirely de- 
results. pendent on the British India Company’s steamers for our mails 
and goods. The irregularity with which these steamers run 18 
a great drawback, and seriously affects the mercantile com- 
munity.” 
| para The comparative statement of the Revenue and Expenditure 
vader iven in paragraph 2 of the present Report, and that of the im- 
datesfrom §& paraprapa » : 
withdrawal ports and exports given in paragraph 11, show that the expan- 
of M.M. _ sion of the trade of Seychelles, and the consequent growth of its 
Steamers, Revenue, date only from 1896, that is, after the Messageries 


Na Maritimes steamers had ceased to call at Seychelles. 


Steamers. The natural direction of trade of Seychelles is with England, 
Natural di- India, Mauritius, and the Kast of Africa, and the Messageries 
Rete of Maritimes steamers only served for the Mauritius trade. Since 
alia 1895 the trade with Mauritius has slightly fallen off. 


But itis reasonable to anticipate that the regular monthly ser- 
vice which now exists, by means of the British India steamers, 
between Mauritius and Seychelles will tend to increase the trade 
between the two countries. As has been previously pointed out, 
the trade with France, which suffered during 1896 from the with- 
drawal of the Messageries Maritimes steamers, has now more than 
recovered, the imports from France in 1899 exceeding the 1m- 
ports in 1895 by Rs.98,337, whilst the value of the exports to 
France, which in 1895 was only Rs.60,625, increased in 1899 to 


Rs.472,314. 
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Even allowing for the natural development of Seychelles dur- SzycuELt.es, 
ing the last four years, and for the increase of the area of land _—1899. 
under cultivation, and especially vanilla cultivation, it is clear  —— 
that the substitution of the steamers of the British India Com- 
pany for those of the Messageries Maritimes has proved of great 
advantage to the islands. 


39. The following comparative statement, giving separately the Comparative 
men-of-war, according to nationalities, which entered at Sey- statement of 
chelles from 1895 to 1899, shows that, after British men-of-war, ™en-of-war 

visiting 
a greater number of German men-of-war have called at Seychelles Seychelles 
than of any other nation : — from 1895-_ 
1899. 


SEYCHELLES, 
1899, 


Year. 


1895 


1896 


1897 


1898 


Totals... 


No. of Vessels, 


Tonnage. 
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Comparative Statement of Men-of-War 
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SEYCHELLES, 


entered at Seychelles from 1895-1899. 


1899. 
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the most 
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Number and 
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of Schools. 


St. Louis 
Roman 
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Convent 
School for 
girls. 
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IIl.—_LEGISLATION. 


40. 1899 was prolific in legislation, 28 Ordinances having been 
passed during the year, or 10 more than the previous highest 
number since, and including, 1889, when the Board of Civil 
Commissioners was converted into a Legislative Council. 

41. Of these 28 Ordinances, eight relate to measures for safe- 
guarding the public. health, by means of quarantine, compulsory 
vaccination, and forced notification of public diseases, two to the 
management of the Customs, the first one being a complete code, 
and the second an amendment of clerical errors, and three 
amended the Penal Code in many particulars. Of the remaining 
Ordinances, No. 18, which was brought into force on the Ist 
January last, imposed a wharfage duty on certain goods imported 
into, and exported from, the Seychelles Islands, in order to raise 
additional revenue to meet the contribution of Seychelles towards 
the new mail service performed by steamers of the British India 
Steam Navigation Company between Aden, Colombo, Mauritius, 
and Seychelles. No. 19 regulated the practice of pharmacy and 
the sale of poisons, and No. 20 provided for, and regulated, pub- 
lic hospitals and dispensaries. Ordinances Nos. 19 and 20 are 
perhaps somewhat in advance of immediate requirements, but 
they are useful measures. 


42. Of the first group of Ordinances, Ordinance No. 27, which 
consolidates and amends the laws relating to quarantine, is the 
most important. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


43. The number of grant-aided denominational primary 
schools in 1899 was 25, 19 being under the management of the 
Roman Catholic Mission, and six under that of the Church of 
England. In addition, there were two other Roman Catholic 
schools, which, for want of certificated masters, were not recog- 
nised by the Board of Education as grant-aided schools. 


44. Besides the grant-aided schools, there were (1) the St. 
Louis College (paying section), with 102 pupils on the roll and 
94 in average attendance, (2) the Convent School for girls, with 
105 pupils on the roll and 90 in average attendance, and (3) the 
Government Undenominational School, with 106 pupils on the 
roll and 76 in average attendance. 


45. Much credit is due to the Fréres Maristes of St Louis 
Roman Catholic Collece, Victoria, for the excellent work done in 
the past, and for the satisfactory results attained at the last exami- 
nation, 146 boys having passed out of 159 presented. 


46. The results at the Convent School for girls were even more 
satisfactory, 163 girls having passed out of 168 presented for 
examination. 
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| SEYCHELLES, 
47. At the Government Undenominational School the results 1899. 
were also very good, 63 pupils successfully passing in their re- @.yermnment 


spective standards out of 69 examined. Undenomni- 
national 


48. A high percentage of passes was also secured by St. Paul’s gehool, 
(Church of England) Mixed School, in Victoria, 47 children satis- St. Paul's 


fying the Examiner out of 54 presented for examination. Churet of 
D 
49. In the following table is given a comparative statement for maid 
the last five years, showing the number of Roman Catholic and School. 
Church of England Schools, the number of pupils on the roll Comparative 
and in average attendance, and the amount of grant earned. reenter of 
Similar information is afforded respecting the Government }995-1399, 


School :— 
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00. At the St. Louis Roman Catholic College, and at the ee 
Government School, secondary education is given in the highest 
classes, which are affiliated to the Royal College of Mauritius. Secondary 


51. The grant-in-aid to schools, which was Rs.8,000 in 1895, Education. 
1896, and 1897, was raised in 1898 to Rs.10,000, at which figure Grants to 
it now remains. If funds admit, the grant for 1901 should be Benen 
increased to Rs.12,000. 


V—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


o2. As far back as June, 1882, I find that the late Mr. A. S. C. Victoria 
Barkly, then Chief Civil Commissioner of Seychelles, made the Hospital. 
following statement in his Annual Report on the islands: —“‘ The 
condition and management of this (z.e., the Victoria) Hospital are 
all that can be desired, and the institution is a credit to the 
Dependency ” ; whilst the Chief Government Medical Officer in his 
Annual Report for last year writes as follows :—“ The Sisters of 
St. Joseph de Cluny continue to render splendid service at the 
Victoria Hospital. They deserve the highest credit for their ser- 
vices, and, thanks to their care and assiduous attention to the 
patients, I am enabled to report a low death rate of a little over 
2°9 per cent. amongst the patients treated at this hospital. 

The success of the hospital, which I have been glad to see at- 
tested to by numerous visitors to Mahé, is in fact primarily attri- 
butable to the admirable manner in which the Sisters perform 
their duties, to the scrupulous cleanliness in which all parts of 
the buildings are kept, and to the special care given to the pre- 
paration of food. 

The hospital is well situated on the rising ground overlooking 
the town of Victoria, and the buildings are well arranged and 
well ventilated. 

53. The following table shows the result of the treatment of Hospital 
in-patients at the hospital from 1895 to 1899 : — Statistics. 


: | Remaining 


vou: | Gta | Hotere | Bitiea. |B) pa |g 
| A | Hospital. | & 
| 

1895... 73 is ' 

1896 __... 88 55 " 

1397. 98 37 29 

1898... 126 40 39 

1899. 190 54 12 
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The increase in the number of patients in 1898 and 1899 is 
mainly due to the importation of coolies from India for employ- 
ment on road work, who, when sick, were treated in the hospital. 


54. The principal diseases for which persons were admitted to 
hospital in 1899 were syphilis, rheumatism, dysentery, and bron- 
chitis, whilst 43 patients were treated for injuries and 25 for 
fractures. 


There were only two cases of malarial fever, and both were 
imported. The Chief Government Medical Officer, writing on 
the subject, states: —‘‘I have sought for a true case (2.e., of 
malarial fever) ever since I have been in Seychelles, and, with 
the exception of cases imported from other countries, I have 
never seen one.” 


55. The out-patient department at the Victoria Hospital, which 
is open three mornings during the week, was attended by 2,172 
persons, of whom 1,716 were females and 456 males. In 1898 
the total number of out-patients was 1,319, in 1897, 2,099, in 
1896, 2,368, and in 1895, 5,916. The falling off in the number 
of persons who received free treatment as out-patients is due to 
the system introduced in 1895, under which applicants for free 
treatment have to produce tickets from the police certifying to 
their inability to pay for medicines or medical relief. That this 
was a necessary change is clear from the fact that, in 1894, the 
number of out-patients treated was 7,237, and 8,457 in 1893, or 
more than half the number of the total population of Mahé in 
that year. 


56. Seychelles has no asylum for lunatic patients, and no re- 
formatory. Lunatics are now sent to the admirably equipped 
asylum at Beau Bassin, Mauritius, but it is hoped shortly to 
establish on the Island of Praslin, some 25 miles from Mahé, a 
suitable institution for the small number of patients, namely 14, 
now under treatment in Mauritius. 

The want of a reformatory has not, so far, been felt, but better 
separation and classification of prisoners is required. This 
matter will be discussed in its proper place. 


57. On the Island of Curieuse, which lies to the north of Pras- 
lin, the leper asylum and pauper establishment are placed. On 
the 3lst December last there were seven paupers, of whom six 
were males and one a female. In the leper asylum, or rather 
camp as it should more correctly be called, there were six patients, 
five being males and oneafemale. Everything that is possible 1s 
done to alleviate the condition of these unfortunate beings, and 
they appear to be as contented as is possible under the distress- 
ing circumstances of their disease. 


The leper and pauper establishments are under the direct 
management of the Assistunt Government Medical Officer, sta- 
tioned at Praslin, who has also charge of public dispensaries in 
the Islands of Praslin and La Digue, at which 392 patients were 
treated during 1899, 335 being males and 57 females. 
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58. The Government Savings Bank was first opened on the 5th SzycHe.es 
March, 1894, and, at the end of that year, the total amount de- 1899 
posited was Rs.16,914. Interest at the rate of 2 per cent. per ee 
annum is paid on deposits. Up to the end of last year no portion Savings 
of the deposits had been invested, and the interest therefore paid “°"~ 
by the Government represented a loss to the public revenue. 

This omission has now been made good, and a sum equivalent to 
the total amount of deposits has been invested by the Crown 
Agents in England on behalf of the Seychelles Government. 

The following table gives the number of depositors and the Savings 
amount of deposits in the Savings Bank during the last five Bank Sta- 
vears : — ee 


’ 


— 


| Number Amount 
| Year. of of 

| Depositors. | Deposits. 
| 


re er eee 
1 


| Rs. 
1895 aes 32 18,849.11 
| 1896 ee 26 33,513.56 
18907 eae 46 63,624.53 
| 1898 kee 40 44,417.27 
1899 kes 47 70,605.18 


. 59. If circumstances later admit, branch Savings Banks Necessity for 
should be established at the most central point on the west branch Sav- 
of Mahé, and also at Praslin and La Digue. It is the ings Banks. 
more necessary to encourage people to open accounts with 

the Savings Bank, as, since the failure of the New 

Oriental Bank Corporation in 1892, there has been no bank 

in Seychelles. There is room and scope for a bank in Sey- Need ofa 
chelles doing business on sound banking principles, and a bank Bank in 
properly managed would be a great benefit to the inhabitants Seychelles. 
of the islands, as the ordinary rate of interest on loans, even 

when good security is offered, is from 9 per cent. to 15 per cent. 

per annum. 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


60. The strength of the Police Force in 1899 was 54 of all police. 
ranks, including an inspector and sergeant-major. The cost of 
the force was Rs.28,633. On the whole the work done by the 
force was creditable to it, seeing that, out of 679 persons charged 
by the police, convictions were obtained in 630 cases. 
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setae 61. The following table gives a summary of the cases which 
— _ came before the different courts during the last year, and their 
Statistics of Tesults:— 


Criminal and = z= 
Civil Cases o ; a a . - me oe 
from 1895- <§ % o.. on g PS |) 8S 
1898. ga | se | iS | EB | ee | eda] 34 
Year. gg 5 hay oes sO | e853] ws 
BB | OR | 2 | Ss | aE |zBE| Ss 
8 a | 8 oF o no | 28 

| 

1895... 672 627 838 697 184 63 126 
1896... 602 565 793 595 209 56 95 
1897... 565 556 735 592 135 50 118 
1898... 557 532 758 628 133 64 154 
1899 a, 577 563 764 671 133 61 94 


Drunkennesg 02. In reporting on the criminal statistics for last year, the 
principal § Acting Judge of Seychelles points out that the majority of police 
cause of prosecutions was for disturbance, drunkenness, and assault, and 
ae that the cases of disturbance and assault were, as usual, mostly 
the result of drink. Drunkenness is in fact the curse of Sey- 
chelles, and if it could be prevented the difficulty as to the supply 
of labour would, in some measure, be removed, whilst the inmates 
of the prison would be reduced by at least one-third in number. 


Prisons: 63. There is only one prison in the Seychelles Islands, the re- 
sponsible head of which is the Inspector of Police, who is also 
styled Superintendent of Prisons. The regular prison staff con- 
sisted in 1899 of a gaoler, eight guards, and three overseers of 
prison gangs. The female prison is in a separate building, and 
is under the charge of a matron. Of the 321 persons committed 
to prison in 1899, 77 were females, but the daily average number 
of female prisoners during the year was only four, the daily 
average number of males being 46. 


The prison, which adjoins the grounds of Government House 
and the Central Police Station in Victoria, is unsuited for its 
purpose, and the construction of proper prison buildings is now 
under consideration. 


Cost of 64. The total cost of the Prison Department in 1899 was 
Prison, and Rs.10,563°97, and the prisoners’ melee are given as Rs.563°85. 
earnings of But this sum only represents the actual amount of money paid 
prisoners. by private persons for work done by prisoners in the prison, and 
no account is taken of the value of labour performed by prisoners 
in the upkeep of Government House grounds, which are kept in 
order entirely by prison labour, in services done for the Public 
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Works Department, or scavengering the town of Victoria. Nor Seycneturs, 
1s account taken of work done in the prison itself forGovernment 1899, 
departments. If account was taken of these various services, it = —— 
would probably be found that the value of prison work more than 
equalled the cost of the prison establishment. 

65. In the following table is given a comparative statement Prison Sta- 
for the last five years of the number of persons committed to tistics from 
prison, and the daily average of prisoners in prison : — 1895-1899. 


| 
7 Daily average of 
Number ma'e and female | 


| Year. committed canta Ah 
to prison. | P Boson 

| 
7 ! 

1895 ‘2 406 75 
! 1896... 329 73 
| 1897... 301 | 70 

1898 279 56 

1899... eae 321 50 ! 


| + 


The above figures are satisfactory, showing that the number of 
persons committed to prisons was less last year by 85 than it was 
in 1895, and that the daily average of prisoners was less by 25 
than it was in that year. 


VIT—VITAL STATISTICS. ee 


66. According to the census of 1881, the population of the Sey- population, 
chelles Islands was in that year ascertained to be 14,191; the ee low 
death rate being 17-96 per 1,000, and the birth rate 35:37. cath Fate: 


x ; Ce f 
67. In 1891 the population, as given in the census returns for 1881. : 


that year, had increased to 16,440; the death rate being 18°37 per Census of 
1,000, and the birth rate 37°53. 1891. 

68. In the nine years following, the growth of the population, . 
as would be expected from the increasing prosperity of the ,,. 

; : ; : imated 
islands, was more rapid than in the previous decade, and on the population 
31st December last the total population was estimated to be in 1899. 
19,638, with a death rate for 1899 of only 14:07 per 1,000, and 

a birth rate of 32°05. 

69. The returns of population of 1899 show an increase of only ere 
103 over the population for 1898. In 1898, 320 coolies were im- mae erin 
ported from India for work on the roads of Mahé, and their jg9x. 
arrival created an artificial increase in the population for that vear. 

Of these coolies, 275 returned to India in 1899, and thus the 
slight increase in the population for 1899 over 1898 is accounted 
for. 
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70. The total number of deaths in 1899 was 275, and the total 
number of births 635. Of the deaths, 121 were of children under 
five years of age, 121 of persons over five years and under 70, 
and 33 of persons over 70. 


71. The Chief Government Medical Officer in referring to the 
high rate of infant mortality states that it is due to the ignor- 
ance of parents more than anything else, and to the difficulty of 
obtaining medical advice in the country districts. 

72. The following table gives the estimated population of Sey- 
chelles, and the birth and death rates for the last five years : — 


Year. P snl isi Birth Rate. Death Rate. 
1895... eee aes 17,977 | - 37-2 15:2 
1896s cs tees 18,301 | 336 16-0 
1897... 2 ee wwe | «(18,689 33-7 18-6 
1898... 0 eas 19,535 30°50 18-47 
1899... see uee ae 19,638 32°05 14-07 


73. The low death rate—only 14°07 per 1,000 for 1899—speaks 
volumes for the general healthiness of the Seychelles Islands. 
According to the statistics for 1898 and 1899, the period during 
which the south-east trade-wind blows, that is, generally speak- 
ing, from May to September, is the healthiest season of the year. 
In writing on this subject the Chief Government Medical Officer 
states that, “the months during which the trade-wind does not 
blow are the months jn which most of the rain falls, and it is 
during those months that most of the deaths occur.” 


He adds:—‘“ As to the causes of death, I have noticed that, 
amongst children at least, dysentery is most common, either when 
the streams are low, and the infusion of vegetable matter in the 
streams is very concentrated, or after rain, when the river beds 
are stirred up, and this vegetable refuse is being washed down 
to the sea. After a few days rain, when the rivers, though tur- 
bid, are clear of vegetable matter, the cases of dysentery diminish, 
and do not increase to any extent until the rivers have fallen, and 
have had time to fill up with leaves and sticks and other veget- 
able refuse, which, by its decomposition in the now stagnant or 
semi-stagnant pools, renders the water dangerous for drinking 


purposes.” 

74. Malarial fever does not exist in Seychelles. The Chief 
Government Medical Officer reports that he has sought for a 
true case ever since he has been in Seychelles, and, with the 
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exception of cases imported from other countries, he has never ~~ jg99 
met one. 


75. The general sanitary condition of the Colony is pronounced Sanitary 
by the Chief Government Medical Officer to be good, and he con- condition of 
siders that, ‘if the mass of the population, who live out of door Moreny: 
lives, could be induced to boil or filter the water which they drink, 
and to consume a little less rum, a more healthy existence could 
not be imagined.” 


76. What is true, however, of the country districts of Mahé Condition of 
and of the other islands is not true in the case of the only town of 
town, Victoria. Owing to scarcity of building land, houses Victoria. 
are crowded too close together, though the main streets are suff- 
ciently wide. No systematic system of drainage exists, and there 
is no proper latrine service. The water supply of the town is 
on the whole fairly good, and is obtained from three reservoirs. 

It could, however, be easily improved, and this question and 
those connected with the drainage and latrine service of the town 
require, and will receive, early attention. 


77. The climate of Seychelles is very equable, as would be sup- Climate. 
posed from the position of the islands, all of which are situated 
between the parallels of 4° and 5° S. latitude. The mean tem- 
perature for 1898 was 79°40, and for 1899, 78°84. The coolest 
and driest months of the year are from June to October, whilst 
the heat of the period from November to May is tempered hy 
rain. 


The station where meteorological observations are taken is 
situated at the Port Office, Victoria, and is about 20 feet above 
sea level. On the hills, where many of the planters live, and 
where there are also several private houses, the rainfall is much 
greater than in Victoria, and the thermometer falls considerably 
lower. 


78. The following table gives the rainfall and the maxima and Comparative 


minima shade temperature in Victoria for the last five years : — ae as rain- 
all an 
—_ nek aa So temperature. 
! | Maximum | Minimum 
Year. _ Rainfall. | shade shade 


| Temperature. | Temperature. 


| | 
1895... «| 101-93 | 92) 714 
1896 ...+ ase | 115-08 97-2 68-0 
| 1897... | 101-98 88-8 71:8 
| 1898... | 9768 | 80-9 174 
1999 eee | 88-42 : R0°9 73°3 


| 
Rain fell on 145 days in 1898 and on 162 days in 1899. 
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Sercuetiss, 79. The prevailing directions of the wind are S. and S.E., and 


1899. 


Direction of 
wind. 


Increase in 
postal 
business. 


N. and N.W., and the average force of the wind in 1899 is given 
in the following table: — 


Month. pee 
hour. 
January 76 
February ... 5:3 
March 4:2 
April 4°5 
May 76 
June 11-0 
July ats 13-7 , 
August... a. 13°6 
September... wee 11-2 
October... 79 
November ... - eee 4°5 
December see wae we 5:3 
VITI—POSTAL SERVICES. 


80. The surest proof of the increasing volume of business done 
in Seychelles may be gathered from the Post Office statistics, and 
the following comparative table for the last five years will pro- 
bably be of interest : — 


Year | 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. 


Letters received 13,116 | 12,056 | 12,655 28,544 
Letters sent ... ee .-- | 17,871 | 16,991 | 13,804 | 33,000 | 38,040 
ped on ae samples, c., re- 3,981 4,086 4,033 |. 18,930 | 47,540 
ceived. 
Newspapers, samples, &c., sent 979 154 560 575 ; 6,810 
Parcels received _... : 332 166 273 333 259 
Parcels sent ... 173 417 460 304 | 392 
| 
- Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. 
Money Orders issued 17,072 | 25,912 | 36,661 | 44,959 ' 62,673 
Money Orders paid... 15,873 | 24,4U6 | 41,225 | 14,194 : 22,324 
1 


_— 
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From this table it will be seen that the number of letters re- SEYCHELLEs, 
ceived in 1899 exceeded the number in 1895 by 15,428, and that 1899. 


the number of letters sent in 1899 exceeded the number sent —~_ 


' in 1895 by 20,169. Newspapers, samples, &c., received show 


an increase of 43,559, and those sent an increase of 5,831; 
whilst, lastly, the value of the money orders issued in the 
Colony was greater in 1899 by Rs.45,601 than it was in 1895. 
The increase in the number of letters received and sent is 
largely attributable to the introduction of the penny post. 


81. At present there is no system of inland postage or delivery Absence of 
of letters in the islands. It is intended to supply this want in imland postal 
1901, the necessary legislation on the subject having recently ee 
taken place, and the sanction of the Secretary of State having been 
obtained for such expenditure as will be entailed being provided 
for in the Estimates for next year. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


82. As I was only responsible for the administration of the Sey- Changes in 
chelles during the last month and a half of 1899, I have pur- Establish- 
posely lengthened my remarks, which are mostly of what may be ™e"*- 
termed a historical or statistical nature, with a view to curtail- 
ing my observations of a more general character. 


I cannot, however, refrain from referring briefly to the tragical Death of 
death of the late Administrator, Mr. H. Cockburn Stewart, C.M.G., Administra- 
my friend of 18 years standing. Though in failing health, and ses H. Me 
warned that an early voyage to Europe was absolutely essential ¢ ti G. 
for his recovery, he delayed his departure from Seychelles in ~ 
order to endeavour to overcome unforeseen difficulties which had 
arisen in connection with the carrying out of a programme of 
road work for the development of the island of Mahé, which had 
been entered upon on the advice of expert engineers from Ceylon, 
and with the approval of the Home Government, and for the 
execution of which a loan of £20,000 was to be made by the Im- 
perial Government, on the security of the Colonial Revenue. 

Mr. Stewart left Seychelles in the middle of May, but his depar- 
ture had been too long deferred. He died in the Red Sea on the 
4th June, and his remains found a resting place in the cemetery 
at Suez. Mr. Stewart had been four years Administrator of Sey- 
chelles, and in that time he had seen the Revenue increase from 
Rs.233.282 to Rs.316,176, its imports increase from Rs.518,908 
to Rs.889,041, and its exports from Rs.599,745 to Rs.1,278.382. 
Mr. Stewart had previously acted in 1881 as Chief Civil Com- 
missioner of Sevchelles, before it was constituted an Administra- 
torship. In that year the Revenue was only Rs.129,508, whilst 
the imports and exports were valued at Rs.305,976 and Rs.321,245 
respectively. Cocoanut oil was then practically the sole export 
of value, and vanilla, if cultivated at all, was planted on a small 
scale, and bv few persons. Mr. Stewart had thus been connected 
| 
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SEYCHELLES, With Seychelles at a time when its trade was inconsiderable, and 


1899. 


«A ppoint- 


its prospects of attaining its present condition of prosperity were 
slight. His affection for the islands was very great, and his 
sanguine expectations as to their future have, in a measure, - 


already been fulfilled. 


On Mr. Stewart’s departure on leave he was temporarily re- 
i by Mr. R. M. Brown, Judge of Seychelles, and Senior 
fember of the Executive Council. 


My appointment as Mr. Stewart’s successor was made in 


mentof E.B. August last, and on the 8th November I reached Seychelles, but, 


Sweet- 
Escott, 
C.M.G. as 
Administra- 
tor. 


Other 
changes in 
Establish- 
ment. 


Imperial 
Loan for 
Roads and 
Survey of 
Mahé. 


Work done 
in 1898. 


Road Work 
in 1899. 


owing to small-pox at Mombasa, at which port the British India 
steamer that carried myself and my family communicated, I 
did not assume the administration until the 20th November, hav- 
ing first to undergo 11 days’ quarantine at the Quarantine Station, 
Long Island. 


The only other changes of importance in the Establishment 
were the transfer of Mr. Banbury, the Treasurer, to Mauritius, 
as Registrar-General, after 13 years’ service in Seychelles, and the 
appointment as his successor of Mr. Bennett, formerly Treasurer 
of Sierra Leone. 


83. In the preceding paragraph I have already referred to the 
programme of road work for developing the resources of Mahé, and 
for bringing the country districts into communication with the 
capital. In his Report for 1897, the late Mr. Stewart briefly 
alluded to the commencement of these works, stating that a loan 
of £20,000 had been approved, and that the services of a Ceylon 
engineer had been placed at the disposal of the Government. 
The original programme of road work, which had been prepared 
by another engineer from Ceylon, was of a more extensive nature, 
and would have entailed an expenditure far in excess of this sum 
of £20,000, the amount fixed for the loan to be made by the Im- 
perial Government. A fair amount of road work was done in © 
1898, but it was practically confined to improving the road 
which already existed from Victoria southwards. The attempt 
to undertake too much work at the same time, the difficulty in 
obtaining labour, the necessity of sending the engineer in charge 
of the works to India to recruit labourers, the unsuitability of 
many of the labourers recruited for the special work, and the 
want of effective supervision, all had somewhat a disastrous effect 
as regards the amount, quality, and cost of the work done. 


It was gradually found necessary to restrict the programme to 
one of a less ambitious nature, and, shortly after the departure, 
owing to a breakdown in health, of the Superintending Engineer, 
the number of labourers was greatly reduced, unsuitable and in- 
capable labourers being returned to India, and the services of 
those only who had shown capacity for road work being retained. 
The work was then placed under the charge of the Superintendent 
of Public Works, and has made steady progress since that date. 
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The improvement in some parts, and reconstruction in others, of SzycHELLEs, 
the Victoria—Anse Royale Road was continued, the expendi- 1899. 
ture on this road alone in 1899 being about Rs.32,500. Workon = —— 
the Anse Royale—Anse Forban Road—consisting of about 
three-quarters of a mile of deviation work of a heavy nature, and 

the construction of several chaussées—was ones at. a cost of 

Rs.72,400, which included the sum of Rs.2,000 paid as compensa- 

tion for land taken for the road. The Anse Forban-Takamaka 

Road and the Beau-Vallon-Glacis Road, both to be constructed 

as 2nd class roads, were also begun. 


84. A special survey of the Island of Mahé by Mr. S. B. Hobbs, Survey of 
Government Surveyor of Mauritius, whose services had been ™* 
placed at the disposal of the Seychelles Government, was pushed 
on with vigour during 1898 and 1899, and the cost of the survey, 
originally estimated at Rs.30,000 (£2,000), has formed a charge 
against the Imperial loan of £20,000. At the end of 1899 Mr. 

Hobbs’s work was approaching completion, and the map illus- 
trating the work done will prove, when finished and printed, 
of great value and utility. 


85. The mileage of roads in Mahé is given as 64 miles, but in Mileage of 
this mileage are included many roads which are not fairly entitled roads in 
to be so termed. Before, however, road construction from Loan existence. 
Funds began there were many miles of road on either side of the 
island, and these roads, of which two completely traversed, and 
one nearly, Mahé, were very creditable to the Public Works 
Department. 


86. Roads are now divided into three classes, (1) 1st class roads, Classifica- 
suitable for wheeled traffic in all parts: (2) 2nd class roads, the tion of roads. 
average width of which is not more than eight feet, and the 
gradients of which, owing to the hilly nature of the countrv they 
traverse, are unsuited to wheeled traffic, but are all that is re- 
quired by equestrians and pedestrians, and (3) footpaths, which 
are only suited for foot passengers. A programme of necessary 
work, which, it is estimated, will take three vears more to com- 
plete, at an average expenditure of, say, Rs.25,000 a vear, has 
been drawn up and approved, and will be adhered to. When it 
is completed, comparatively easy communication between the 
different districts of Mahé and the capital will be established. 


87. It is not easy to foretell the future of Seychelles. At Future 
present, depending for its prosperity on practically two industries prospects of 
—the making of cocoanut oil and the cultivation of vanilla—it Seychelles. 
has attained a higher state of prosperity than at any other stage 
in its history, and yet many sources of wealth still remain un- 
tapped. The establishment of a botanic station will, it is hoped, Necessity of 
prove that other products of commercial value are well adapted adding to 
to Seychelles, and that improved methods of cultivating coffee, Products. 
cacao, and cocoanuts will largely increase the exports from the 
islands. Tobacco of an exceptionally good quality grows luxuri- 
antly, and might easily become a valuable export. There is 


SEYCHELLES, 
1899. 


Fisheries. 


Retail 
Trade. 


Rate of 
wages. 


Cost of 
living. 


Seychelles. 
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Openings for 
Capital. 
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reason to believe that the Central American Rubber tree (Cas- 
tdlloa Elastica) will thrive on the high ground of Seychelles, and 
ultimately secure for planters a steady and safe income. 


88. The Seychelles fisheries are at present undeveloped, and 
are capable of becoming an important asset. Capital is required 
to work them properly and systematically, and the necessary 
legislation for protecting the fisheries and establishing close 
seasons 18 now being considered by a committee of experts. 


89. The shopkeeping trade of Seychelles seems to be passing 
away from Europeans, or those of European origin, to Asiatics, 
and especially natives of India, and, as has been seen from the 
comparative table of imports given in paragraph 15, the value 
of the imports from India is slightly greater than the value of 
imports from England. As in Mauritius, so in Seychelles, the 
Chinese retailer, or consolidated dealer, is ubiquitous. 


90. An ordinary estate labourer gets from Rs.144 to Rs.192 
a year without rations. Domestic labour is somewhat better paid, 
and can command wages varying from Rs.192 to Rs.240 a year. 
A few of the best servants can get Rs.25 a month. The wages 
of carpenters vary from Rs.240 to Rs.380 a year, of masons, from 
Rs.240 to Rs.400, and of blacksmiths, from Rs.300 to Rs.400. 
Dock labourers are paid from R.1:25 to Rs.2 a day. 


91. Taking the rupee at its real value of 1s. 4d., and not at the 
fictitious rate of 2s., the cost of living in Seychelles is not on the 
whole excessive. House rent is not high, though good houses are 
rare. Moderately good houses can be rented at from Rs.40 to 
Rs.80 a month. The usual food principally consists of bread, 
rice, poultry of all kinds, pork, nes and fruit. Turtle 
can be bought as a rule once a week, and is excellent for soup. 
Beef also is generally in the market once a week, but is usually 
tough. Mutton is rarely to be purchased. 


Good coffee can be bought in Seychelles at prices ranging from 
25 cents to 50 cents the Ib., tea at from 75 cents to R.1°50 the Ib., 
and Mauritius sugar at 16 cents the lb. Excellent ven ordinaire 
is sold at from Rs.5 to Rs.6 a dozen, but all spirits, excepting 
rum, are dear, unless they are of very indifferent quality. Tinned 
goods of all kinds are also very dear. : 


On the whole the cost of living is about the same asin England, 
though food is not of the same nourishing capacity. 


92. Seychelles is not adapted for white labourers, though 
Europeans do well as managers of estates, and as owners of pro- 
perty. The extreme healthiness of the climate admits of persons 
living an outdoor life without the bad effects which are generally 
caused by exposure in tropical countries. 


93. Provided a man has sufficient capital to start a vanilla 
estate, without mortgaging his land, and can afford to wait for 
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a return on his outlay, without incurring debts, he can look for- SEYCHELLES. 
ward with confidence to an assured income. But he must work 
himself and see that others work. No culture demands more 
individual attention than vanilla, and, without the master’s eye, 
labour is apt to be in vain. . , 
. ; . . . . . Character is- 

94. With increasing prosperity, educational requirements tics of the 
should be placed in the foreground of questions demafiding an Seyclellois. 
early solution, and there is every reason to hope that, by bring- 
ing within the reach of the rising generation opportunities of 
education which their forefathers wére denied, Seychelles wil 
not only take a more prominent position, by reason of its grow 
ing wealth, than it has done in the past, but that its inhabitants 
will show that they can make a worthy use of the many natural 
xifts with which they have been endowed. 


E. B. Sweet Escort, 


Admmistrator. 
Government House, Seychelles, | 


3rd July, 1900. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
275 | British Solomon Islands 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar... aa ve 1898 
277 +| Bahamas.. a ae $6 
278 | British Honduras I ‘5 
279 | Mauritius and eee ‘ 
280 | Grenada .. Le “ 
281 | St. Vincent 9 
232 | Hong Kong 93 
283 | Jamaica ... 1898-99 
284 | Lagos ... 1898 
285 | Seychelles ais 99 
286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements eo: he 1898 
288 | Basutoland 189899 
289 | Niger Coast Protectorate <3 
290 | British Guiana . 1897-98 & 
1898-99. 
291 | Falkland Islands 1899 
292 | British New Guinea 1898-99 
293 | Bermuda 1899 
294 | Barbados... - 
295 | Malta ee 
296 | Fiji ; Seti anaes he ‘3 
997 | Turks Islands ... oe os ss 
298 | Bahamas.. 4 = _ s 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No Colony. 
1 | Gold Coast Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand Forests. 
3 | Sierra Jeone Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada Emigration. 
> | Bahamas Sisal Industry. 
6 ' Hong Kong Bubonic Plague. 
7 |! Newfoundland Mineral Resources. 
S| Western Pacific British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica ... Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands Condition during 1897. 
11 | Grenada Agriculture in Carriacou. 
12 | Anguilla Vital Statistics, 1898. 
13 | Cook Islands Trade Report for 1899. 
14 Fibre Industry. 


Bahamas 
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No. 299. 


SIERRA LEONE. SireRa 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 273.) 


GovERNor Siz F. Carpew to Mr. CHaMBERLAIN. 


Government House, Fort Thornton, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 


13th August, 1900. 
Sir, 


I wave the honour to transmit the Report on the Blue 
Book of the Colony of Sierra Leone for the year 1899. This 
Report was drafted by the late Mr. T. F. Meagher, when Acting 
Colonial Secretary, and owing to his much to be regretted death, 
its completion has been delayed, and it lacks his signature. 


I have, &c., 
F.. CarpeEw, 


Governor. 


6715°—75—9/1400 Wr 24600 D & S—5 A 
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SIERRA REPORT ON BLUE BOOK FOR 1899. 


LEONE, 
1899, 


I—FINANCIAL. 
General Revenue and E.cpenditure. 


While the year 1898 realised the highest Revenue till then on 
record, that of 1899 has over-topped the 1898 record by over 
43 per cent., a remarkable rise, the more remarkable when it is 
noted that this rise is nearly 63 per cent. higher than the average 
of the preceding five years, from 1894-1898. 


The expenditure was well within the Revenue, and, though 
higher than that of 1898, exceeded it by only 19 per cent., while 
it exceeded the average of the five years from 1894 to 1898 by 
33 per cent. . 

The following table exhibits the growth of the Revenue and 
Expenditure during the last ten years : — 


Year. | Revenue. Expenditure. 


| 


£ £ 
1890... see tee wen 73,708 63,056 
O0ie:, Me. ges ee oe 89,869 77,065 
1892... ences nee 86,8150 : 53,852 
1893... cece eee 92,789 ! 84,961 
CY rr 98,838 : 93,100 
Woes er tk. ea 97,852 | 100,248 
1ROG... nee nee eee 97,1009 116,188 
1 106,009 , 111,678 
1898... ween ete aes 117,682 | 
TS 138,382 145,080 


The Receipts of the two years 1898 and 1899 are placed side by 
side in the following table under the different heads of service, 
the increase or decrease under each head being shown :— 
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CoMPARATIVE 


6175 


YEARLY STATEMENT OF 


REVENUE. 


THE 
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Sierra} COMPARATIVE YEARLY STATEMENT 
LEONE, Sees Sk Pe ee 
1899. rn ; me , 
avons : ‘ : ° moun moun 
Tax or phar ache aa a rel ose collected in the | eollected in the 
ploy Year 1898, Year 1899. 


121,847 18 9 


£ x. dad. £ s. a. 
Customs ie ong ‘es i ese ! 84,592 14 6 
| 


Port, Harbour and Lighthouse Dues | 3.473 11 0 3,624 9 9 
Licences and Internal Revenue not other-: 5,263 3 9 5,259 4 10 

wise classified. | 
3,598 10 2 


Specific Services, and re-imbursements 


| 

Fees of Court or Office, Payments for | 2,106 2 5 
in aid 
| 


| eer ED 
{ 


| 
‘ ( 
Post Office and Savings Bank | 491611 4 ! 266216 2 
Rentsjof Government Property ... see 237 17 6 ! 218 18 0, 
| 
Interest 0. eases | 2071.17 101,422 10 
| 
Miscellaneous Receipts 6,971 11 3 | 2,892 1 3 
| | 
| 
Railway eos eve eee nt 4,898 14 1 
Land Sales... ese uee nes : 294 10 0 | 14 0 0 


‘ 


| 
PROTECTORATE. | | 
| 
Fives, Forfeitures, Fees of Court, &c. | 276 12. 8 : 357 7 8 
; | 
Spirit Licences a ee 246 0 0 | 750 15 0 
3 
Store Licences ioe 7 sai el 890 5 O | 1470 5 0 
House Tux ... aes ies sis | 6341 1° 0 | 19,364 3 4 
: : 


Total .. 0. ee we £117,681 18 3 £168,381 4 7 


‘ 
a a ec 


CCLONIAL 


OF THE REVENUE. 


Increase. Decrease. 


£ x. dl, £ a. a. 


37,255 4 3 _ 
150 18 9 = 
is 3 18 11 


1492 7 9 ae 


— 2,253 15 2 


— 18 19 6 


| 
_ 649 7 3 
| 
| 


4,079 10 OQ 


— 280 10 0 


| £43,797 410 | £7,286 0 10 


80 15 


580 0 
13,023 2 


0 

304 15 0 = 
0 
4 


£57,985 17 2 | £7,286 0 10 
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1899. 


Increase in number of vessels calling at the 
harbour. 


Usual variations. 


Due to insertion in the estimates of Fees 
of Courts (paid in stamps) formerly 
included under Post Office Revenue ; 
also to increase under Customs Fees and 
Hospital Fees. 

Due to introduction of the Penny Postage 
and to the revenue derived from sale of 
Stamps for Court Fees being included 
under Fees of Court, &c. 


Due to large increase in importation. 
Due to rents in arrears payable in 1900. 


Due to the interest on Steamer Deprecia- 

' tion Fund being invested and added to 
the fund, and not brought to revenue as 
formerly. 

Due to an exceptional item of £4,017, 
‘‘ Balance of Proceeds of Sinking Fund 
Investments on redemption of Public 
Works Loan,” brought under this head 
in 1898. 

Due to opening of 1st Section of Sierra 
Leone Government Railway on Ist May. 

| 


One lot only sold in 1899. 


the revenue, consequent on the pacifica- 


( 
|! Due to the more effectual collection of 
| tion of the Protectorate. 

( 


i 
‘ 
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‘Lhe receipts under Customs are in the main responsible for the 
larger Revenue of 1899, the receipts under this head in the 
latter year representing an increase of no less than 44 per cent. 
The causes of this increase will be dealt with under “Imports and 
Exports.” 


The receipts under the head “Gaol Department” have made 
a rapid stride, due to the introduction of the tailoring and shoe- 
making industry into that institution. There was, however, a 
not inconsiderable fall in the receipts from warehouse rents, 
mostly due to the disappearance of the transit trade, referred to 
under “Imports and Exports.” | 


The falling off in receipts from ‘Interest ” is due to the reali- 
zation of the Colony’s investments of its surplus assets, in order 
to provide in some part the funds required for the construction 
of the railway, pending the raising of the loan authorised for 
railway purposes; as also to the fact that the interest on the 
colonial steamer depreciation fund, formerly treated as revenue, 
was in 1899 invested and added to the fund. 


The large decrease in “ Miscellaneous” is not a true indication 
of a fall in the revenue, the receipts of 1898 having been aug- 
mented by a purely tortuitous windfall of £4,017. the surplus 
of the accumulated sinking fund for the redemption of the out- 
standing portion of the public works loan of 1873, which was 
paid off in 1898. 


Coming to the Protectorate receipts, the considerable increase 
of 183 per cent. 1s found. This is, of course, due to the pacitica- 
tion of the Protectorate effected in 1899, the disturbances in 
which during 1898 resulted in the temporarily enforced suspen- 
sion of the levying of the house tax, for the first time collected 
in that year. ‘The tax did not realise the estimated amount, 
owing to the natives not having fully settled down; however, 
£19,365 was collected as against an estimate of £25,000. It is 
anticipated that the tax will in the future much exceed the 
estimate for last vear, but this may not result immediately, as 
the machinery for collection is at present slow working, owing 
to the difficulty of communications in a country so densely wooded 
and broken as the Protectorate, so intersected with numerous 
streams and marshes, and without good roads; but as 
the Protectorate vets opened up and the officials and police become 
better acquainted with their districts, which objects are being 
rapidly effected, these difficulties will be surmounted ; and with 
the consequent more complete registration of the towns and 
villages, a corresponding increase in the revenue from the house 
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tax may confidently be expected in the future. Spirit licences, 


SIERRA 


store licences, and fines, &c., all show considerable increases, and Boe 


are compared below with the receipts of 1898 :— 


PROTECTORATE REVENUE. 


Service, : 1898. | LR, 
£ | L 

House Tax ... ce es tei re 6,341 ) 19,364 

| | 

Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Court... 277 | 358 
| 

Spirit Licences 285 a8 sid oe 246 | wal 

Store Licences a ate beg nee 890 | 1,470 


Total... 00. 0. 7.754 21,943 
| 


The above figures illustrate the development that is being 
effected. The house tax is 5s. a house, the spirit and store licences 
£2 each yearly, or 24s. half-yearly. 


The railway was opened to general traffic on the Ist of May, 
1899, for a distance of 32 miles from Freetown, and the sum of 
£4,899 represents the receipts from that date to the close of the 
year, so far as they were brought to account in the Treasury books. 
That the Treasury figures wili differ from those furnished by the 
Railway Department is obvious. The latter will be given and 
explained under the head of “ Railway.” 


Turning to the Expenditure, which has already been seen to 
have been well within the Revenue, the growth of it is shown 
in the table given at the commencement of this Report. As 


compared with the previous year the growth of 1899 is shown 
in the following table: — 


899. 
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SIERRA COMPARATIVE YEARLY STATEMENT 
LEONE, eT wees 
a2): A t Am t 
. ‘ . moun oun 
Tax or Duty according to the Classification eollected aw the. Sollacted aavahe 


employed in the Estimates. 


er nce tele! cee = ee: a ni 


£ a. dd. 
Charge on account of Public Debt sie 6,138 16 10 | 


Year 1898. | Year 1899. 
Pensions sts ase aes ses su 3,563 17 1 
Governor and Legislature ... sie — 3,400 9 8 


| 
Colonial Secretary’s Department ... Sve 2,520 4 4 
| 


Provincial Administration ... sss = 1,561 17 10 
Native Affairs see sss es aes 731 9 8 
Treasury ae sigs “s as see 1,668 0 1 
Customs Department sae ane sa 9,690 15 0 10,472 


| 
| 
Audit Department ... sae el oe 1,138 13 3 | 
| 
Port and Marine Department a wind 762 7 5 | 
Legal Department ... one see see 5,619 6 3 | 


Police, Frontier sis a as wat 20,634 3 7 


Do. Civil... 0. eevee | 9,083 16 10 | 
Prisons si ses Sis ae ove 4,886 18 1 
Medical Department ve ais ie 3,385 710 | 


Hospitals and Dispensaries... ae aa 4,582 6 6 |! 


Carried forward ...  ... | 79,318 10 3 | 85,367 


w—e—— -— 


8,033 18 7 


Increase. 
£ x. ad. 
424 9 5 
3601 10 4 
819 4 6 
722 0 11 
814 2 


5,03 3° 5 


518 10 5 
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OF THE EXPENDITURE, 


Decrease. 


78 10 


32 


ww 


148 2 


a, 


Cause of Increase or Decrease. 


ll 


Further advances by Crown Agents, pend- | 


ing issue of railway loan. 


Due to additions to Pension List. 


Due to increased Allowance to Acting | 


Governor for six months. 


Due to changes in the staff. 


Due to the abolition of the office of 
Assistant District Commissioner. Sherbro. 


Death of Secretary for Native Affairs in 
Aupust 1899, and no successor ap- 
pointed. 

Due to changes in office, and purchase of 
ty pewriter. 


Increased expenditure on account of 
Customs allowance to troops owing to 
increase of troops in the garrison. 

Purchase of typewriter. 


Due to savings under various sub-heads. 


Salary and expenses of Deputy Judge 
charged to this head in 189%, 


Pay lists of several companies outstanding 
as “Imprests”’ in 1898, not brought to 
account till 1899, owing to disturbances 
in Protectorate ; also to the inclusion in 
the accounts of 1899 of the pay of the 
entire force for that year. ° 

Due to employment of speciil constablex 
in 189X—not required in [A99. 


Decrease in expenditure on account of 
maintenance of prisoners. 


Appointment of an additional Assistant 
Colonial Surgeon for the Colony, and 
establishment of a nursing home. 

Decrease due to, reduced expenditure on 
provisions and medicines. 


! 
| 
| 
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CoMPARATIVE YEARLY STATEMENT 


a ae ee a a ee ee 


eaeren Amount Amount 
Tax or Duty accor to the Classification | | yocted in the | collected in the 
employed in the Estimates. Year 1898. Year 1899. 
ahcacaiaeeEa ial | Be pees 
| £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Brought forward ... .. | 79,318 10 3 85,367 6 3 


Sanitary Department oes ee mre 9 4 


a] 
| 


Education... ose eee ose oes 2,264 17 0 2,306 10 5 


| Transport... a ees ees is 1,744 15 4 1,287 16 1 


Miscellaneous Services oa ‘ae ses 7,025 10 1 6,956 7 3 


Post Office... hs eee ‘as “a 4,175 15 10 6,617 1 8 


Public Works Department... 9... ws 1,854 18 0 1,788 2 8 


Public Works Extraordinary. ... ail 2479 11 8 4870 3 7 


Do. Recurrent ... ove oes 4,818 0 6 5,054 3 10 
| Colonial Steamer... one eee se 3,280 14 0 3,102 0 7 
: Botanical and Agricultural Department ... 713° 1 «9 772 2 10 
' Railway wee wn oes eee vee _ 10,498 4 8 


Protectorate ... ss. ase wesw | «10,454 12-7 «| 14,124 0 11 


. en 


Military Expedition... eee sue sie 884 16 7 2,265 3 3 
Freetown Municipality ... oes su 2,098 0 0 — 
Telegraphs ... see. ete ste dds — 14 7 6 


Total so. ae wee ee (LADLLLZ «8 «2 |£145,088 11 1 
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OF THE EXPENDITURE—continued., 


Increase. Decrease. Cause of Increase or Decrease. 
SaaS Sane 
£ s. a. £ s. @. 
8,033 13 7 1,913 17 7 
om 9 4 7 
5113 5 _— Grants in ald to Mohammedan Schools 


and increment to salary of Inspector of 
Schools. 

— 456 19 3 | Passages of Frontier Officers charged to 
Protectorate in 1899, and portion of 
expenses of Anglo-French Boundary 
Commission paid in 1898. 

— 69 210 | Various items of unforseen expenditure 

included under this head, which do not 
| admit of comparison. 

Adjustment of deposit account, General | 
Post Office, London, owing to unesti- | 
mated items of Post Office expenditure 
for previous years wrongly debited to it. 
— 66 15 4 | Death of Director of Public Works in 

; November. No successor appointed 
| during the year 1899. 
2,390 11 11 — Erection of new Customs offices, re-con- 
struction of Lunatic Asylum, Kissy, 
renovation of Nursing Home, and fencing 
Botanical Station. 

236 3 4 — Increase under maintenance and repairs of 

| public buildings. 


2441 5 5 es 


_ _ 178 13 5 |! Due to retirement of Commander, and 


—e- mee ae me ee ee ee ee ee a cn ce ee me ee eee 


appointment not filled. 
59 1 1 _ | Opening of a new station at Songo Town. 
! 
10,493 4 8 =_ ! Expenditure consequent on vpening of 
first section on May Ist 189. 
3,668 8 4 — ; Appointment of District Commissioner, 


Koimadugu, another District Surgeon,and — 
bmilding of barracks and officers’ quarters. | 
1,380 6 8 _ Expenditure on account of Imperial troops 
during insurrection charged as an advance | 
against Imperial Government, trans- 
ferred to expenditure of Colony. 
_ 2,098 0 0 | Grant in aid included under “ Miscella- 


neous” in 1849, | 


14 7 6 — Instruction to learners for railway tele- | 
graph service. 


£28,768 15 11. | £4,792 13 0 


—_—— Be Se ee = 
a awe eee 


A SS a “Se I a 
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It will immediately be seen that more than half the gross in- 
crease is under “ Railway ” and “ Frontier Police.” The railway 
expenditure, as here given, these being the Treasury figures, 
differs from that stated by the Railway Department, the difference 
being due to the fact that expenditure incurred by the railway on 
remedying defects in the permanent way, as taken over by the 
Department, and, for like purposes, is included in the Treasury 
statements, but not in those of the Railway Department, being 
carried to capital account by the latter. The latter’s statement 
will be gone into under the head of “ Railway.” 


The £5,039 under “ Frontier Police” is mainly due to an in- 
crease in the number of assistant inspectors from five in 1898 to 
ten in 1899, and of fifty in the number of privates. 


The other large increases calling for special note are those 
under “ Protectorate,” “ Post Office,” and “‘ Public Works Extra- 
ordinary.” 


With regard to the first, the appointment of District Com- 
missioners for the districts of Panguma and Koinadugu in the 
place of the Frontier Police officers, who had formerly acted as 
Commissioners, the addition of a fifth District Surgeon, the 
building of barracks and officers’ quarters, and the resumption 
of the payment of stipends to native chiefs temporarily suspended 
during the disturbances, all contributed to the larger expenditure 
of 1899 as compared with 1898. 


The Post Office increase is mainly due to one large item of 
£2,129, the adjustment of the errors of several previous years, 
expenditure of those years not brought to account as expenditure 
of the department, but mistakenly carmed to a wrong account, 
accumulating year by year till it had reached those figures. The 
normal increase in the business of the post entailed also additional 
expenditure, such as £900 for sea postage and £345 for convey- 
ance of mails within the Colony, as against £656 and £154 re- 
spectively in 1898. 


The new Customs Offices, begun in 1899, the more rapid _pro- 
secution of work on the new lunatic asylum buildings, and the 
entire renovation of the somewhat dilapidated building leased 
for the new nursing home, were responsible for the increase under 
“Public Works Extraordinary.” 


Taeation. 


An Ordinance with regard to Customs duties was brought into 
operation at the beginning of the year, but it was mainly a con- 
avlidation of the numerous existing Ordinances on the subject, 
the only increases made in the duties being on those on certain 
classes of guns, and a specific duty was imposed on revolvers, 
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revolver cartridges, and sword blades. Otherwise, there was no 
change in taxation, leaving out of account the imposition of 


house rates in Freetown by the Municipality. The two districts — 


of Panguma and Koimadugu continued exempt from the pay- 
ment of house tax. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


At the beginning of 1899 the Colony claimed an excess of 
Assets of £15,908; at the close of the year the Assets had been 
converted into an excess of Liabilities of £14,867, this being due 
the debt of £44,766, owing on account of the extra expenditure 
incurred by the Imperial Government for the military expedition 
into the Protectorate in 1898 and 1899 for the suppression of the 
native rising, a debt which it has been arranged to pay off by 
instalments. In the earlier statement of Assets and Liabilities, 
too, the depreciation fund on account of the Colonial steamer ap- 
peared only as an asset; in the latter 1t appears as both an asset 
and a liability. This fund had then reached £9,751. These two 
amounts, together totalling £54,517, more than sufficiently ex- 
plain the conversion of an asset of £15,908 into a lability of 


£14,867. 


Public Debt. 


The last of the public works debenture loan of 1873 having been 
paid off in 1898, there was no loan debt in 1899, beyond the 
floating advances, obtained at current bank rates, for the railway 
works in progress. At the end of 1899 these amounted to 
£244,500, and will be included this year on an Imperial Treasury 
loan for £310,000, which has been authorised. 


Currency, 


In the Colony the general currency is British sterling—silver 
and gold. French gold napoleons and silver five-franc pieces are 
also current, being legal tender at 15s. 10d. and 3s. 10}d. each, 
and, though not legal tender, French silver frances are fairly 
common. French silver money is also to be found in the Pro- 
tectorate, more particularly in the districts bordering on French 
Guinea. United States gold eagles, half-eagles, and quarter- 
eagles, as also Spanish gold doubloons, are leval tenders, but are 
very scarce. At present there appears to be moré gold and less 
silver in the Colony than is required, but it is difficult to arrive 
at a correct estimate of the amount of either in circulation. There 
18 no paper currency. In Freetown a branch of the Bank of 


SIERRA 
LEONE; 
1899. 


SIERRA 
LEONE, 
1899. 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


British West Africa is established, with which the Colonial 
Government’s banking business is transacted, but this bank is not 
authorised to issue notes. The rate of exchange with London 
varies from par to about 1} per cent. 


In the Protectorate till within recent years nearly the whole 
of the trade was carried on by barter, and a considerable portion 
of it is so dealt with, but a knowledge of the value of money is 
becoming more common and its use more general. Ninety-seven 
per cent. of the house tax is now paid in coin instead of produce. 


Munic ipulties, 


The Municipality of Freetown, the only one in the Colony, 
may be regarded as still in its infancy. Though the Corporation 
was created on the 21st of February, 1893, it was not till August, 
1895, that the City Council came into existence and the first 
mayor was elected. The city councillors number 15, of whom 12 
are elected and three nominated by the Government. 


The revenue of the Municipality is derived mainly from mar- 
ket dues, cemetery fees, trade licences and licences taken out by 
professional men, druggists, &c., shop, store, and hawkers’ 
licences, and licences on vehicles (sedan chairs, ‘ hammocks,” 
&c.), house rates, and an annual grant of £1,800 a year from the 
Government. The imposition of rates in 1899 was the chief 
event of the Municipal year. The rate is 5 per centum on the 
rental value. 


The revenue and expenditure of the Municipality for the four 
years of its existence are as under : — 


Year. Revenue. | Expenditure. (Surplus or deficit. 
| 


: £ | £ | £ 
1895-6 oo. | 4,333 ! 2,240 4. 2.098 
1896-7 | 3,575 (gga OBB 
1897-8 | 3,561 | 8405 : - 2.044 
1898-9 i 5122 «5,088 + 34 

' 16,591 16,895 — 504 


| 
Total ... iets | 


Included in the receipts of 1898-9 is a sum of £300 raised 
locally by way of debenture loan, repayable within 30 years. 
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This sum should not have been passed to revenue in the Muni- 
cipal accounts; instead of a surplus therefore of £34 there is an 
actual deficit of £266. 


With the co-operation of the City Council an important law 


for regulating buildings and streets in the city was passed in the 
course of last year. 


I1.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


The year has produced a large increase in the imports. The 
imports of 1898 had risen 33 per cent. higher than those of 1897, 
while in 1899 they have increased 14 per cent. over those of 
1898. The exports show a recovery from the heavy fall of 1898, 
but have not yet reached the level of previous years. A gradual 
decrease from the year 1895 is apparent. 


The following table gives the values of both imports and ex- 
ports for the last five years : — 


em - 


Year. Imports. | Exports 
i 
| 
£ : £ 
(89D. “aie. deh. a’. wee 427,338 | 452,604 
{ 
1896.. 494,688 : 449,033 
| 
1897. | £57,369 | 400,748 
1898. 606,348 | 290,991 
| 
1898. 689,806 : 336,011 
Imports, 


The large quantities of stores imported for both the Imperial 
and Colonial Governments in recent years have contributed to 


6715 , B 


18 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


‘Sierka Swell the imports. ‘These are shown separately in the following 
ae table, in which the totals of other imports are also included :— 


Imperial Colonial. 


Year. Government. | Government. Specie., Other. 
ee a: eee = | et ee 

| £ | £ £ £ 
189 ... ee ae 7,081 8,966 388,087 
1896 ses 14418 =: - 26,578 92,389 431,306 
1897... 5 | 11,176 ! 39.753 6,045 400,415 
1898... we | HLLBO $2,687 45,154 406,373 
1899... 68,167 37,442 32,818 | 551.378 


| 
| 
! | 


ES en eR tr tant = ————*. ey 


Till last year, therefore, no great fluctuations are apparent in 
the imports, apart from Colonial and Imperial Government stores 
and from specie. The increase in 1899 is out of all proportions. 
A large factor in producing this abnormal increase was the native 
rising, during which the destruction of property, of factories, and 
the merchandise stored in them, was considerable. These stocks 
have had to be renewed, and to this is due in a measure the rise 
in imports. Another contributory cause was the raising of the 
West African Regiment, who now constitute a not inappreciable 
addition to the Colony’s spending power; quite a new section, 
earning steady wages, which are not hoarded and very quickly 
pass into circulation. 


As compared with 1898 the principal increases and decreases 
were on the articles detailed in the following tables : — 


1898. | 1XQ0. Increase. 
ou £ x 
Ruilding Materials 7,874 15.020 8,046 
Carts and Carriages 663 5 4.989 4,326 


! 


Cotton Goods 134,674 184,743 50,069 


Flour 12,695 15.889 6,188 
Haberdashery 17,370 22.076 4,706 
Lumber 5,004 11,1v5 6,12) 


ee | ne ee Co | 


182.768 | 262.985 | 80,217 


Ale and Porter... wa ses “ag 4,488 5,249 761 
Carried forward 
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Brought forward . 


Oil. Kerosine 
Salt... 

Sugar 

Tobacco 

_ Wines and Spirits... 
Woollen Goods 


Other Goods 


Total 


Apparel... 

Bread ahi ar 
Butter 

Cartridges ... 
Cement 

Coals 

Guns and Gunpowder 
Hardware .. 
Machinery ... 
Provisions ... 

Rice... ie os 
Coin and Bullion ... 
Wood, Manufactured 
Other Goods 


£ 
182,768 


4,618 
9,406 
7,088 
18,724 
28,862 
10,563 


89,989 


a 
| 
| 


a 


£ 
262,985 


12,829 
120,922 


_| 35 352,018 ! 499,094 


| 1898. 
| 


£ 
23,759 


6,476 
4,351 
wee | 14,901 
4,665 
33,278 
4,099 
41,183 
4,953 
21,899 


9,089 


45,154 
2,522 


38,002 


254,331 


| 1899. 


nm i 


£ 
18,441 


5,575 
3,930 
5,562 
3,243 
20,400 
1,404 
33,234 
2.269 
17,494 
8,521 
32,818 


37,767 


— 


190,712 


—_-—— ai 1898. | i 1899. Increase. 
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———1 


£ 
80,217 


650 
5,197 
1,850 

13,173 
12,790 
2,266 


30,933 


147,076 


Decrease. 


a 


63,619 
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LEONE. 
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The fluctuations shown in the preceding table admit of the 
following explanations: —That in apparel was due mainly to the 
uniforms, &c., required on the formation of the West African 
Regiment, and to other importations by the Imperial Govern- 
ment; the importations of the last three years, exclusive of 
Colonial and Imperial Government stores, was £9,207, £8,704, 
and £10,819, while the value of apparel imported by the Imperial 
Government above in 1898 stands at £12,573. The large specie 
importations in 1898 were due mainly to the requirements of the 
military expedition following on the native rising and continu- 
ing into 1899; as was also the rise in provisions in 1898 and in 
rice in 1898 and 1899, in the latter case the rise being also partly 
due to the non-planting of the greater portion of the rice-produc- 
ing area in consequence of the unsettled state of the country. 
Cotton goods recovered from the fall of 1898, due to the stoppage 
of trade on account of the rising, and rose higher to meet the 
renewed demand and to fill depleted stocks. Beads also felt the 
effect of the rising, as did also tobacco, though the fall in the 
latter article in 1896 appears to be unaccountable. The in- 
creases in hardware result from the railwav works principally : 
that in lumber, but in a lesser degree, to these works, partly to 
the rebuilding of destroyed factories and buildings, and partly to 
an impulse to house building in Freetown. The demand for 
spirits is greatly increasing. The large figures of 1895 are due 
to the heavy withdrawals from bond at the end of that year in 
anticipation of the alteration of the duty on the Ist January, 
1896, from 3s. per proof gallon to 3s. per liquid gallon; and the 
large increase in 1899 is in a measure for the replacing of stocks 
destroved in the rising. 


The expansion of the import trade, which is apparent from the 
preceding tables, is emphasised by the figures of the follwing 
table of the import duties collected in the last five years : — 


aie ce 


Year. Ad valorem. | Specific. | Totals. 

£ £ < 
1295... vee tee oe 17,106 69,474 R2ARN 
TROGcc ee. ee. See 22,094 52,669 74,763 
1RO7 a ee 24 326 AR,489 RIAT 
DROR nee nee ee 4,245 60,359 84,604 


DROW. eee ee | 82,543 84,305 121,848 


| 


The Customs revenue of 1899 is the largest that has ever been 
collected in the Colony, showing an increase over that of 1898 
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of £37,244, or about 44 per cent. The principal articles which 
gave a larger yield were: — 


=—— 


| Approximate 

Article. 1898, 1899. : Increase. | percentage. 

| of Increase. 

Ey £ £ 

Cotton goods... ... | 12,619 17,202 | 4,583 36 
Kerosine oil _... see 4,753 6,001 1,248 26 
Salt _ sae ee 1,737 2,585 848 49 
Spirits ... ee sad 30,381 45,464 15,083 49 
Tobacco... ahs or 15,881 26,428 10,547 66 


SN a A EE TIES eS SE Ee CD 


The only article on which a decrease in duty reached three 


figures was hardware, the diminution having been £4539, from 
£2,684 to £2,245. 


International competition in trade hes principally with 
Germany and the United States of America, and toa lesser degree 
with France. As against £554,587 worth of imports from the 


United Kingdom, Germany sent £57,121 to Sierra Leone, the 
_ United States of America £40,795, and France £10,075. The 


expansior of the trade with Germany has been so steady that the 
following comparative table will be of interest. The figures 
viven exclude importations made by the Colonia] and Imperial 
Governments : — 


| Froin Germany. From Great Britain. 


Imports. : ay: oe | 
| 1897, | 1898. | 1899, J 1897, | 1898, | 1899 
RE eae Sere Weer eae |e eee re —— 
£ £ £ £ | e | & 
Boats ... _ 400) 2.000 660 | 2.708 1 003 
Butter 52 nop | 1.514 pig! 3.742 2382 


| 
| 
Apparel, Haberdash- | 1,612 { 1,035 | 2.53 J 26,249 [28,654 | 36,125 
ery. hats, and caps. | 

| 


Cotton goods 4,823 | 5,662 | . 9,369 | 132,674 | 126.242 | 172,210 


Cutlery > 998 1,664 3,271 649 S36 1,110 
Gin 2.308 4.417 0,9-44 847 1,513 » 018 
Hardware 


243 669; 1,149] 17,525 | 25.583 | 21,711 
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From Germany. From Great Britain, 

Imports. oe ae Oe ea 

1897, 1898, Is, 1897, 18x, | 1899, 

nn Pe ) 

£ ; £ 3; £ £ ‘£ & 
Matches rT a 823 | 89] 1,Os4 144 75 750 
Perfumery .., ai 815 ae 2.657 Os 759 996 
Rum ... Sas ane 1,264 | 34480 6.050 1,123 | 3.838 4,430 
Sugar, refined divs 343 ? 926 ! 1,536 1,086 | 2,397 2,595 
Whiskey or Spirits ... 604, 1349 1,642 3.179! 62S0 6,052 
Woollen goods ee 1,499 T1s0 ) 2.005 7.957 | SS12 9,842 


: l : 
a Se —_— 


Of the £40,795 imports from the United States of America 
over 86 per cent. was represented by unmanufactured tobacco 
(£13,196), lumber (£9,290), flour (£6,916), and kerosine oil 
(£4,914), the principal other articles coming from the States being 
biscuit, provisions, and beef and pork. The States hold the 
market for lumber and kerosine oil, but to imports of unmanu- 
factured tobacco and flour the United Kingdom contributed 
£14,231 and £11,962 respectively, more than holding its own. 
The United Kingdom also contributed in cigars and manufactured 
tobacco £2,154, ag against £34 from the States, but Germany 
contributed £840. 


Wines constitute the chief imports from France, though only 
£1,712 and 17 per cent. of the whole, and in this there is com- 
petition from Germany to the amount of £1,171. Other imports 
from France are cotton goods (£1,253), rice (£771), umbrellas 
(£760), and silks (£601). 


A noticeable item in the import list of 1899 is an importation 
of country clothes from Lagos to the value of £7,410, though 
there is no reason why these clothes should not be manufactured 
in Sierra Leone in sufficient quantities to meet an evident demand. 


Exports. 


The increase in the exports of 1899, as viven in the table at 
the commencement of this section, was £45,020, equivalent to a 
rise of about 15 per cent., but these figures are much below the 
average of previous years. It must be remembered that the 
country was not completely pacified after the rising till towards 
the middle of last year. “ There are indications, however, that 
trade will revive, the exportations for J anuary and Februarv of 
1900 having reached £88,368. ; 
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The table shows that under no head have the figures of 1899 
reached those of 1897, in either quantities or values, except in 
the case of palm kernels, and in the value of kola nuts. More- 
over, in most of the other cases they did not reach those of the 
previous year. The higher price of kola nuts in 1899 was caused 
by the great demand for this product in the adjacent countries 
or colonies to the north, more particularly the Gambia, the ex- 
ports to these places being 9,318 cwt., out of the total of 9,616, 
the Gambia alone taking 4,710. 


The decrease in rice is marked, and is due to the non-planting 
of the usual area of rice fields. The increased importation of 
foreign rice was a consequence. 


In the case of rubber, its decreased market value may be one of 
the causes of the decrease in the quantities of this product ex- 
ported, but the main factor in the diminution in the exports of 
this article, as of other products of the interior, such as hides, 
&c., lies in the dues and impediments placed in the way of its 
transit into the Sierra Leone Protectorate from French territory 
at the back of and bordering on the Protectorate, and the efforts 
made to divert to French ports the caravans bringing it from the 
interior. No statistics of this transit trade are favourable in this 
Colony, but the following table, con®piled from figures obtained 
from French sources, may serve as an indication of the value of 
the trade which is being lost, and will also show other sources of 
loss in the export trade. The values given are at rates decreed 
by the French authorities : — 


Exports from FRENCH GUINEA to SIERRA LEONE. 


Article. 1897. 1898, 

£ | £ £ 
Gum Copal... a bis dee see 10,742 8,198 1,000 
Hides es as eae ae as 6,374 §,317 891 
Palm Kernels ___... ae ea ds 7,133 1,763 219 


Rubber... eee wee eee | 110,187 | 108,823 19,790 


Dther produce... Set so an2 17,280 6,605 2,47) 


| 


Carried forward ... oe | 151,716 130,706 24,371 


SIERRA 
LEONE, 
1899. 
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SIERRA kxeorts fron FRENCH GUINEA to SIERRA LEONE— 
LEONE, ' continued, 
1899. 

Article. 1846. 1897. 1898. 


£ £ £ 
Brought forward ... tee we | 151,716 130,706 24,371 


Cattle, sheep and goats ... ee ae 15,701 18,905 20,258 
Specie sie sas on aus soe 68 . 317 — 


Total sae oe wo. | 167,485 149,928 44,62S 


This table also serves to illustrate what is exemplified by the 
steady decrease in the exports of cotton goods shown in the one 
preceding it. The depot or transit trade with the area known as 
the “ Northern Rivers” (Rio Nunez, Rio Pongo, &c.), which at 
one time looked to Freetown as its port of supply, is fast dwind!- 
ing, and forcible evidence of this is given in the following table 
showing the exports to French Guinea : — 


ee eee ee 
Aa 


nn Sos Sa Ss et 
Article. | 1896. | 1897. | 1898. 1899. 


| 
£ £ : £ £ 
Amber and Beads... 0s. | 1,143 1,208 | 105 25 
Cotton Gools aw wee | 87,294 | 26,201 | 2,801 800 
Liquors sie sai dias 1,682 1,119 15 — 
Salt ... sie ‘ids er 1,193 273 | 4 1 
Tolacco se aa ss 2,777 1,589 | 244 87 
Other goods, except rice, and 15,776 8.300 4,423 3,335 
Specie. 

59,805 38,685 7,089 4,248 

Rice ... a3 bi ve 4,313 R775 4,140 2,514 


Specie eee ase an 160 838 15,100 9,691 
| 
Total ... we | 64,288 45,296 | 


i et eee ee ne ae: 
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Germany is a steady rival purchaser of the Colony’s products, 
her chief demand being for palm kernels. The exports of this 
product to Germany in the years 1893, 1896, and 1899 are shown 
in the following table, as also those of gum copal and rubber, and 
are placed side by side with those sent to the United Kingdom: — 


we 


To Germany. To Great Britain. 
Export. eee. aes = ge oe 7 an 
1893, | 1896. | 1899. J 1893. 1896, 1899. 
7 | 
| 
| & £ £ £ 
Gum Copal ... fo — 203 | 2,107] 18,134] 12,053 8,612 
Palm Kernels w. {| 51,835 | 98,698 | 95128] 66,584] 44,6832 | 68,135 
Rubber — 267 | 1.538] 48,734 | 78,929 | 42,195 


The export trade with the United States of America has 
vanished. That with France also shows signs of disappearing. 
Of the exports to France in 1899, out of £5,273, specie amounted 


_ to £4,103 and benniseed to £599. The greater portion of the 


benniseed exports went to France, the total export being £1,118, 
of which £599 went to France, as stated, £306 to Germany, and 
£213 to the United Kingdom. 


Manufactures, Mines, and Fisheries, 


In the course of last year there was established in Freetown a 
factory for the manufacture of ice and erated waters. The 
plant is of modern type, worked by steam power, and capable of 
making six tons of ice in the twenty-four hours, as well as large 
quantities of erated waters, and gives employment to some two 
dozen hands. The native manufactures a very strong cotton 
cloth, called ‘country cloth,” from the cotton which grows luxun- 
antly in the Protectorate, and himself dyes the cloth with dye 
from the indigo plant, which also thrives there. Other small 
manufactures carried on by the natives comprise pottery, of a 
rude kind, mats, ironwork, baskets, and twine, from the fibre of 
a palm leaf, for net making. 


The pearl oyster has been found on this coast, and, in view of 
a possible opening for a pearl fishery, an Ordinance has recently 
been passed to empower the Government to grant a monopoly of 
the fisherv under restriction. 

Of mines there are nune, but several concessions of extensive 
territories have been made by native chiefs to European and other 
capitalists, who propose a systematic search for whatever minerals 
the country produces. 
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alyricultural Industries. 


Agriculture is of the most primitive kind, but, of its sort, is 
carried on extensively. Rice, cassada, and ginger are planted, 
as also are agu seed, benniseed, and ground nuts, in which last- 
mentioned product a considerable trade was once carried on when 
prices ruled higher. The oil palm, rubber, gum, and kola nut 
are indigenous. Sierra Leone coftee has acquired a name of its 
own. 


The Curator of the Botanic Gardens continues, as far as he 
can, to disseminate information with regard to correct methods 
of culture, and to supply seeds and plants that are asked for, but 
hitherto the demand is principally for plants of an ornamental 
character. With a view to getting into closer touch with the 
native, and compelling him in a way to see the results of improved 
cultivation, an experimental farm, in connection with the 
Botanic Station, has been established at Songo, on the highway 
into the interior. An area of about 85 acres has been taken up 


and cleared of bush, and the work of planting out has been started. . 


A large number of rubber trees, principally Kickeia Africana, 
have been planted, and some 60 of different varieties of the better 
qualities of orange. In connection with this, it is contemplated 
to establish a cattle and dairv farm. Cattle are searce in this 
Colony and the breed is poor. 


Shipping. 


The shipping returns show a considerable increase in sailing 
vessels as compared with the previous year, but no difference of 
note as regards steam vessels, bevond an increase in tonnage, due 
to the fact that steamers of larger tonnage are being emploved 
in the trade on this coast, as elsewhere in the world. In the 
following tabular statement the figures of the two years are placed 
side by side for comparison : — i 


eee ee + ne ee ees ~ oe 


1898, 1899, 
Description. : ene et aes 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
. | | ; 
Sailing vessels : . | 
Entered... den 141 | 5.082 172 7,086 
Cleared ... sa 125 4.0024 153 8,057 


——— 


Total... ssi 265 10,006 325. 15,143 


j---- 22 on 


I j 
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SIERRA 


LEONF. 1898. 1899, 
1899. 


Description. SEER EEE 3. Bes 


Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 


Steam vessels : 


Entered ... due 372 551,830 585,853 
Cleared ... wae 368 548,392 580,752 
Total... ees 740 1,100,222 1,166,605 
Grand Total... 1,006 1,110,228 1,181,748 


The same figures are here given so as to distinguish between 
the nationality of the shipping, both entered and cleared being 
combined :— 


<i . = i ec ne ae ee me 


- Nationalty - a 
Vessels. Tons. 
Sailing vessels : 
British (Colonial) 39 1,515 117 2,724 
French 0.00 ws 224 2,835 123 2,026 
Portuguese... 23 358 18 254 
American cae 8 5,002 
German... “es = = 
‘Total ... 325 15,143 | 266 10,006 
Steamers : 
British ... 578 861,628 n74 018,256 
French ... 52 55,168 BT | 34,145 
German ... 35 32,155 33 20,467 
Belgian ... See 40 } LiO, Win bd 147,094 
Spanish ... iiss 15,135 28,927 
Others... il 8,016 
Total... eae 1,100,222 bs 1,166,605 


Including one of Great Britain. 
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In 1899, one Russian, one Portuguese, one Dutch, and one Sierra 
Italian; in 1898, one Russian, one Danish, six Italian, and one LEONE, 
Nurwegian. iki 


Below is a comparative table for the last five years of the ton- 
aage of the shipping, both entered and cleared :— 


Tonnage of Tonnage of 
Sailing Vessels. | Steam Vessels. 


Yeur. 


Total Tonnage. 


= a eee 


1895 D1 DN4 1,000,286 1,021,870 

1896 er 29,102 1,054,158 ! 1,076,260 

1897 ee 16,002 1,068,743 ! 1,084,745 

1893 a 10,006 1,100,222 | 1,110,228 

z300 | 15,143 1,160,605 1,181,748 
| 


IlI.—LEGISLATION. 


The more important measures of the year may be dealt with 


shortly. 


Ordinance No. 1, relating to Customs duties, is principally a 
consolidation of numerous existing enactments, its alteration of 
the duties being trifling. 


Ordinances Nos. 3 and 8 provide for the detention of six of the 
ringleaders in the native rising of 1898. 


Ordinance No. 16 provides for the enrolment of a volunteer 
force, but it has not been acted on. 


Ordinance No. 19 deals exclusively with the City of Freetown, 
and was enacted in order to control the building and roofing of 
houses in the City, and make provision with regard to street 
regulation and the fencing in of properties. 


There were 22 other Ordinances of less importance. 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 


Primary Schools. 


The statistics dealt with here do not relate to the past year, 
but have reference to the year 1898, following the practice which 
has hitherto been adopted, in order that there may be no hiatus. 
Sixty-six schools were inspected, as against 1,869 in 1898, and 
1,872 in 1897. If, however, small schools grouped with larger 
ones are counted as separate units, the number inspected in 1899 
totals 1,876. There are no Government schools, and the 1,876 
are all denominational schools, divided among the denominations 
as follows: — 


Church of England ... cs . 41 
Wesleyan ses se ... 20 
United Methodist Free Church . 8 
Countess of Huntingdon’s Connection 4 
Roman Catholic sa 2 
United Brethren in Christ 1 


The total number of children on the roll and the average atten- 
dance for the five years from 1894 to 1898 are here tabulated :— 


a RP eee” ee _ a a Bree! 


On Roll. Average Attendance. 

Year. —-- ie ee 
Boys. | Girls. | Total. Boys. | Girls. | Total. 

a | ) 
1894... «| 4,357 | 3,980 | 8,387 | 3,244! 2,789 6,033 
i305... «= ws. | 4,363] 3,917 | 8,280] 3,193! 2,733° 5,926 
1896 ... «| 4,423] 3,993 | 8,416] 3,163 | 2,720 ' 5,888 
1897... «=e | 4,781 | 4,124 | 8,855 | 3,318 3 2,778 ; 6,096 
1898 ... «| 4,563] 3,795! 8358 | 3,173 ) 2,534 : 5,707 


During this period of time no impression has apparently been 
made on the parents of the children in this Colony sufficient to 
induce them to strive to obtain for the children the teaching 
which they greatly lack. Though the roll number is not lower 
than it was in 1894 or 1895, and both rol] numbers and average 
attendances for the five years appear very erratic, the average 
attendance in 1898 is the lowest on record for the five years, and 
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indeed for the seven years past, this result being partly due to 
the native insurrection, which could not but affect the schools 
lying close to the scenes of the disturbances. But that the num- 
bers do not increase steadily year by year is due to the indifference 
of the parents and to their desire to utilise the services of their 
children for their immediate profit rather than their ultimate 
gain. So far back as 1868 the average attendance in the elemen- 
tary schools was 5,520. 


The aid grants made by the Government to these schools in 
1898 amounted to £1,464. In 1897 they were £1,490, and in 
. 1896, £1,344. School fees collected were £882 for 1898, £898 
for 1897, and £907 for 1896, and societv grants £1,149, £1,034, 
and £1.249 respectively. Including other services, the total 
incomes of the schools in the three years were £4,786, £5,259, 
and £4,573; and their expenditure £4,355, £5,100, and £4.459 
respectively; thus showing that the Government contributes close 
upon 30 per cent. of the cost of the schools, and that each unit 
of average attendance cost 15s. 3d., 16s. 8d., and 15s. 1d. 


The results obtained for this expenditure show that, of the 
number presented for examination the paxses in all standards 
averaged abvut 59 per cent., in one standard falling as low as 
27 per cent.. while the number examined was 79 per cent. of the 
whole number taught in the standards. ‘The lower standards are 
more creditable; the higher verv feeble, showing lack of teach- 


ing power in the teachers. one of the weak poimts of elementary 


education in this Colony. This weakness is evident when it is seen 
that but three among the teachers hold Ist class certificates, while 
verv many hold none, and when it is found that at the teachers’ 
certificate examination, held during the year, out of 21 candi- 
dates 16 were failures, and the five successful competitors gained 
only 3rd class certificates: and, moreover, that of the eight 
students in training, four of whom were examined at the close of 
the first year’s course and four at the close of the second, none 
could be classed. Again, at the examination of pupils from the 
primary schools for scholarships at a secondary school, no 
scholarship could be awarded to any of the 19 competitors. 


A new education code was brought into force at the end of last 
year, in which provision is made for the training of teachers, and 
arrangements have been made for the training to be conducted 
at the Fura Bay College referred to below. It is hoped that by 
this means the dearth of qualified teachers will be lessened and 


the standard of elementary education by their means gradually 


raised. 


An indication of the backward state of education in the lower 
grades was given at the last competitive examination, a simple 
one, for candidates for posts in the Civil Service. Of 36 candi- 
dates three gained passes. | 
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Protectorate Mission Schools, 


The mission schools numbered altogether 31 in 1899, there 
being in the Karene district 16 (of different denominations), in 
the Ronietta district 11 (all belonging to the Home, Frontier, and 
Foreign Missionary Society in America of the United Bretheren 
in Christ), in the Koinadagu district two (Church of England), 
in the Panguma district one (United Methodist Free Church), and 
in the Bandajuma district one (Roman Catholic). The total on 
the roll and the average attendance is given in the following 
table : — 


oe a eee ee + ee 


Denomination. ae On Roll. a, 
ge, ee Bases st ehonachas 2 i PO a ae See teeee Sees eee a eee 
Church of England , 10 291 163 
American Soudan Mission (non- ! 2 33 33 
sectarian ). | 

Wesleyan ... } 2 &0 15 
American Wesleyan sae ves 1 24 24 
African Methodist Episcopal 3 102 73 
United Brethren in Christ | 11 283 * 
United Methodist Free Church ... | 1 50 28 
Roman Catholic... | 1 22 se 

Total ... 31 885 336 


* Not recorded. 


These schools have received a small capitation grant of 2s. 6d. 
on the average attendance for last year. 


Secondary Education. 


There are no fewer than six schools of this class, three for bovs 
and three for girls, in the Colony. One for bovs and one for 
girls, established by the Church Missionary Society of England, 
the former having been founded 55 years ago; two Wesleyan 
schools, one for boys and one for girls, the former belonging to 
and maintained by the Wesleyan Missionary Society of England, 
and the latter belonging to a syndicate in the Colony; a Roman 
Catholic school for girls, conducted by a religious sisterhood ; 
and an undenominational institution which is self supporting. 
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Fliuher Grade Education, 


Fura Bay College. tounded by the Church Missionary Society 
of England in 1827 and aftiliated to the University of Durham 
in 1876, adequately provides a higher education, its staff consist- 
ing of the principal and three tutors. The college provides 
several scholarships, some of which are for the promotion of mis- 
slonary work on the West Coast of Africa, and its curriculum 
embraces a theological course for a licence in Theology, and an 
arts course for the B.A. degree. It also issues junior and senior 
certificates in general education, the examination for which, held 
once a year, is open to any person on the West Coast of Africa, and 
may be held at any centre. 


Technicat. 


A school of this class was opened in 1896, to the great benefit 
of the community, and its work continues to be successful. 
Under Government auspices, the course of free lectures to artisans 
on building construction, &c.. commenced in 1898. was renewed 


in 1899. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


In 1898 the Government medical institutions in the Colony 
were the General Hospital in Freetown and a similar institution 
in Bonthe (Sherbro), a small-pox hospital at Kissy, a short dis- 
tance from Freetown, and a similar institution at Sherbro, at 
Bonthe Bai. a lunatic asylum at Kissy, and a hospital for incur- 
ables at Kissy, with a division for males and one for females. To 
these was added in 1899 a nursing home in Freetown. And 
besides the Government institutions there exists a small hospital 
(the Princess Christian Cottage Hospital), with a private ward for 
paying patients, which is a Church of England Diocesan institu- 
tion, and to which the Government now gives a small annual 
grant. This admirable institution is under the supervision of 
European nurses. In the out-districts of the Colony there are 
several dispensaries. and in the five Protectorate districts a small 
hospital in each. 


Hospitals. 


The most important of these is the General Hospital in Free- 
town. In this the total under treatment in 1899 was 1,088 (828 
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males and 260 females), of whom 504 were discharged cured (396 
males and 108 females), 347 relieved (269 males and 78 fem es), 
and 67 not relieved (46 males and 21 females), and 109 died (77 
males and 32 females); showing a daily average of 58:20 under 
treatment. The daily average under treatment in 1898 was 


53°76. 


The number of cases treated in the Sherbro General Hospital 
last year was 123, of whom 113 were males and 10 females; and 
of these 78 went out cured, 31 relieved, and four not relieved, and 
six died. The number of patients in 1898 was 315, of which 12 
died, 259 were discharged cured. The death rate in 1898 was 
3°80 per cent. and 4°87 in 1899. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


The daily average number of inmates was the same in 1899 as 
in 1898, namely, 109; but the admissions in 1899 numbered 19 
(14 males and five females), as against 25 in 1898 (20 males and 
five females). This is due to the number of deaths having risen 
from nine in 1898 to 18 in 1899, and the discharges from seven 
to 13. 


Some of the inmates of this institution belong to other West 
African Colonies. ‘There is little work for the inmates, but a few 
of the women occupy themselves with laundry work, and a few 
of the men with gardening and basket work. A new building 


in connection with the asylum is in course of construction in its 


vicinity, and the opportunity has been taken to employ some of 
the more tractable lunatics on labourer’s work on the new build- 
ing at a fixed price, healthy employment being thus found for 
them, and the wages earned enabling them to purchase small 
luxuries in the way of tobacco, cocoanuts, &ec. 


Poor Houses, 


There are no Government institutions of the kind in the 
Colony. The Government confines its action to the annual grant 
of a sum of £400, which is administered for the relief of the poor 
by three Charity Commissioners, of whom one is a Government 


official. 


Nursing Home. 


With the co-operation of the Colonial Nursing Association, who 
gave their assistance and contributed, and with the support of the 
mercantile community, the Government felt in a position to push 
forward with the establishment of this institution, as to the need 
for which all were agreed upon. - A suitable building, in the 
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heart of Freetown was leased, repaired, and fitted up, two Euro- 
pean nurses arrived in the 7th of July, and the home was formally 
opened on the 12th. 


The home has been established primarily for people who are 
temporarily resident on the West Coast of Africa, and who are 
In consequence deprived of the advantages and comforts of home 
nursing when sick, the management being entrusted to a local 
committee, consisting of three Government officials, three repre- 
sentatives of the mercantile community, and the senior officer on 
the Army Medical Staff at Tower Hill Barracks. 


The first patient entered one week after the opening, and by 
the end of the year 21 cases had been admitted, many of a very 
serious nature. Of these 21 cases, three died, 14 passed out 
cured, and four were discharged relieved. The deaths were cases 
of blackwater fever, there being two other cases of the same 
disease which were cured; and of the 21 cases 15 were malarial 
fever in one form or other. The Superintendent of the home, who 
is also the Colonial Surgeon, states that but for the existence of 
the home the European death rate of Freetown would in all 
human probability have been higher in 1899 than it actually was. 


Savings Bank. 


There are two savings banks attached to the Post Office Depart- 
ment; one is in Freetown and the other in Bonthe, Sherbro. 


The following tabular statement exhibits the growth of the 
last five years :— : 


| Balance, 


Year. Deposits. | Withdrawals. including 
| interest. 

rere ee 7 

£ £ | £ 
1895 vee ae ee | * 15,476 1h,4n7 37,755 
i 

1896 a ree 19,078 | 17,307 | 39,426 
1897 a ee 17,625 0 | 17524 40,461 
1898 | OB27B BAT 43,504 
1899 cae BBONT | 21,048 47,830 


-~ a ee awe + 


The investments on account of savings bank moneys, all in 
Colonial Government stocks, amount to £48,626 13s. 6d., for 
which £48,618 5s. 9d. was paid, and the interest obtained in 1899 
on these investments ficured at £1,422 10s. 7d. 
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VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Civil Police. 


The Civil Police are exclusively stationed in the Colony with 
its outlying districts along the coast, and consist of a European 
Superintendent and Inspector and 285 men of other ranks, who 
are natives. 


Frontier Police. 


The Frontier Police consist of 17 European officers and 611 
native sub-officers and privates. It is organised into five com- 
panies, and one company is posted in each of the five districts of 
the Protectorate. In 1899 the cost of the force amounted to 
£25,672 7s. Od. 


Prisons, 


Of the three prisons in the Colony, the one at Waterloo is but 
@ primitive establishment, with one ward and no cell, used only 
for short-sentence male prisoners; and that at Sherbro has but 
one cell and four wards. 


The Freetown gaol has 28 wards and eight cells. The build- 
ing is, however, old and far from being a model prison, and, as 
soon as the financial condition of the Colony will admit of it, a 
new central prison will be begun, the plans being ready and the 
site selected. . 


As compared with the year 1898 the total number committed 
to this prison last year shows an increase, though not large; but, 
if the numbers committed only for safe custody till trial or for 
want of security are not taken into account, the number of 
criminals incarcerated in 1899 is considerably greater than that 
of 1898, as seen from the following figures : — 


ae 1898. | 1899. 

For safe custody till or for want of 225 141 
security. 

For penal imprisonment... we Set 434 537 


Motul jock. G5. axe, <a 659 678 
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The increase was among petty criminals, those sentenced for 
short terms, three months or less, the numbet of these in 1899 
having been 466 as against 311 in 1898. 


Of the total number committed last year, 634 were men, 29 
women, and 15 juveniles, being, with an exception of an increase 
in Juveniles, about the usual proportion. The daily average in 
prison was 185 as against 197 in 1898. 


The health of the prison was marred by an epidemic of small- 


pox in the middle of the year, traced to a prisoner recently come | 


from Sherbro, where there had been cases of the disease. The 
number of admissions to hospital was consequently high, 204 as 
against 63 in 1898, the number of deaths being 15 as against 
eight, and the daily average on the sick list 20 as against 15. 


The industrial and remunerative work of the prison grows in 
asmall way. Besides making the boots, uniforms, and clothing 
required for the warders and convicts in the prison itself, the 
prison makes and repairs boots for outsiders, and makes the un1- 
forms for both Civil and Frontier Police, Government boatmen, 
postmen, and railway porters, guards, &c. The prisoners’ earn- 
ings for the vear were estimated at £2,223 8s. 6d. The amount 
actually collected by the Treasury was £32 3s dd. as against 
£2 15s. 9d. in 1898, being mostlv for broken stone. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The summary convictions for larceny last year rose to 362, the 
numbers for the previous five years, 1894-1898, having been 249, 
229, 238, 203, and 294. 


In the Supreme Court the number of persons committed for 
trial was 112, of whom 16 were discharged on the cases against 
them falling through for want of prosecution, 36 were acquitted, 
and 60 were convicted of various offences, among the 27 con- 
victions for offences against the person there being 10 for 
murder. The abnormally large number of convictions in this 
Court in 1898 for offences against the person was owing to the 
number of cases for murder arising out of the insurrection in 
the Protectorate. 


Apart from the cases of larceny and the miscellaneous offences 


referred to, there has been nc unusual increase in crime in the 
past year. 
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VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


Population, 


The last census, that taken in 1891, returned a population in 
the Colony ot 74,835, of whom 224 were Europeans. As regis- 
tration is very faulty and the returns furnished by the registrars 
of births and deaths cannot be relied on as representing actual 
facts correctly, the present population cannot be deduced. It is, 
however, conjectured that, in cov.sequence of immigration from 
the Protectorate, it may be stated at about 100,000. That of the 
Protectorate is placed at 1,000,000, ronghlv estimated as far as 
can be ascertained. 


The statistics relating to Freetown can better be dealt with and 
are of interest, the figures relating to births, however, being taken 
with considerable reserve. A dead body has to be buried and the 
death is therefore probably registered, but it seems very doubt- 
ful whether a large number of births do not entirely escape regis- 
tration. ‘The 1891 census states the population at 30,033, and 
though it is estimated that it has now reached some 40,000, the 
calculations here made are based on the census returns. The 
births registered were 565, giving a birth rate of 12°12. The 
deaths numbered 923 (discarding three which took place on board 
of passing ships), showing an increase over 1898, in which year 
the deaths numbered 869, and also over the previous years 1897 
and 1896, in which they were 876 and 878 respectively. The 
death rate was 30°73. _ 


Among Europeans the deaths numbered nine as against 14 
in 1898, the causes of death being blackwater fever four, remit- 
tent malarial fever two, and berri-berri. syncope, and extravasa- 
tion of urine following stricture, one each. This is a little below 
the average for the previous five years (10°6), if the cases occur- 
ring on board passing ships are left out of account; if these are 
reckoned, the average for the five years would be 12:2. 


‘Climate. 


The depressing character of the climate is well known. The 
periods at which thisis more marked are the months of April and 
May, and October and November, when the “dries” change to the 
“rains” and the “ rains ” to the “ dries,” the only two seasons 
on this part of the coast. The “ dries” are varied by the “ har- 
mattan,” the very dry easterly breeze that blows from the 
Sahara, and that is so much disliked by the natives. The two - 
changes of season are the most unhealthy times and the times 
that are the most trying, the alternations of rain and sunshine 


tw 
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Lemperature, 


In Freetown the temperature is fairly stable and there are no 
sudden variations. In 1899 the extreme range was 23°, the 
minimum being 67° and the maximum 90°, while the average 
Minimum was 69° and the average maximum 87°, giving a 
mean range of only 18°. On the hills behind Freetown the tem- 
perature is, of course, less and the nights are much cooler; and 
it 1s undoubtedly on these hills, and not in Freetown itself, as 
at present, that the European population of the city should have 
their residences. At Panguma, in the Protectorate, the range is 
greater and the nights are cooler than they are in Freetown; a 
maximum of 94° has been recorded and a minimuin of 55°. 


Rainfall. 


At Freetown last year this was below the averave, being 
146°63 inches as against an average of 174-41 for 19 years. The 
greatest fall was in August, as is usual, and reached 37-59 inches, 
the average for 19 years being 39°60 inches. ‘The maximum fal] 
on one day was 7:03 inches in the very middle of August, the 
15th. In January and February there was not a drop of rain; 
in March there were two days on which rain fell and in April 
five; in May the days on which rain fell rose to 16; the next five 
months had about 25 inches each, November had nine, and in 
December there were but two. 


In Panguma the rainfall] is much less. ‘The records for 1899 
are incomplete. as also are those for 1898; but in 1897 only 91 
inches were noted, and in 1898 there were 69°38 inches for the 
second half of the year, including the rainy months of July, 
August, September, and October. 


Direction of Wind. 
The prevailing breeze is westerly, the sea breeze that is so wel- 
come. It veers to the east when the harmattan blows; and the 
tornadoes come from the east. These tornadoes blow with great 


violence for a short while, with rain and lightning, and then pass 
away: and they occur at the change of the seasons. 


VITIL—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


The receipts of the Postal Department for the year 1899 
amounted to £2,662 16s. 2d., the expenditure being 
£4,487 14s. 6d., net deficit £1,824 18s. 4d. This was due to 
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the introduction of the penny postage, and also to the fact that 
the sales of stamps on account of fees of court, &c., being placed 
under those heads of service and not under Post Office receipt. A 
telegraph service was opened in conjunction with the Sierra 
Leone Railway on the Ist Mav, 1899, as far as Songo Town. 
There is telephonic communication between the Governor’s Office, 
the Secretariat, and the Police Stations. Government House can 
also communicate with Tower Hill barracks through the milita 
line. 


IX.—MILITARY FORCES ANT EXPENDITURE. 


The Colony does not contribute to the upkeep of the regular 
forces in the command, which in 1899 cost the Imperial Govern- 
ment for local expenditure £184.406 ts. Td.. 7.e.:— 


£ s. d. 

Army expenditure ... 173,400 10 5 
Navv . ae 4338 0 0 
Ships . a 6,661 0 0 
Treasurv expenditure “ia 614 2 
£184.406 4 7 


X.—RAILWAY. 


The first section of the railway which is to run from Freetown 
into the interior in an easterly direction was formally opened to 
general trathc on the Ist of May, 1899. This section extends to 
Songo Town, a distance of 32 miles, with intermediate stations 
at Cline Town (which is within the municipal boundaries of Free- 
town), Kissy, Wellington, Hastings, Waterloo, and Newton, and 
the terminous in Freetown is connected with the Customs wharves 
on which all passengers and goods from other ports are landed. 
The line is being extended from Songo Town to Rotifunk, some 
25 miles, and this second section will be thrown open in the 
course of the current year. The construction of a further ex- 
tension to Bo, a town with a poulation of about 6,000, on the 
confines of the Bandajuma and Panguma districts; but this 


COLONIAL BEPORTS-—ANNUAL. 43 


further extension will be of the nature of a lighter line, with 
bridges, &c., not of a lasting character, to be replaced by per- 
manent structures as the traffic is developed. The railway is a 
single line, with a gauge of two feet six inches. 


So far as the line has been opened to traffic the results are 
encouraging, the net loss on the working expenses having been 
only £44 10s. 8d. on the period from Ist May to 31st December, as 
seen in this table : — 


Expenditure. Earnings. 
a a | 
| £ «. d.| Per £  ». d.} Per 
cent | cent. 
Maintenance of | 846 8 9 — Coaching ... [4,622 8 14 84:90 
way, works 
and stations. | Goods traffic | 298 7 11 DAT 
Locomotive ex- {2,012 9 10 ~_ Telegraph re- | 104 1 6 | 
penses, ceipts. | 
Carriage and | loo Us _ Sundries... | 419 17 6 072 
wagon ex- | 
penses. 
\5,444.15 4 
Trafficexpenses 73 3° 5 — 
| Net loss... 4410 8 
5,489 5 8 — 5,489 5 8 ' 100-00 


The net loss, it will be seen, is only on the working expenses, 
the expenditure, not including charges for interest, &c., on the 
capital outlay for construction. No account is taken of these, as 
a fina] statement of the actual cost of this section of the line has 
not yet been furnished from the construction department. Seeing 
that the railway has not as yet tapped any rich district, and has 
to compete with cheap water-borne trafic from Waterloo by the 
Rokelle River, while the present rates have been fixed by no 
means too low, the prospects of the earnings of the undertaking 
are fairly bright. It is when the rails have reached Bo, the point 
at which a country rich in produce will first really be tapped, 
that the earnings of the line will grow. The present satisfac- 
tory result, with the existing great disproportion between the 
coaching and goods traffic, gives evidence of this. 


Of the earnings under the head of coaching a little over 10 per 
cent. was derived from rates on passengers luggages, rates which 
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Srerra have since been abolished; and the passengers carried were 
Lrone, divided according to classes as under :— 
1899. 


saci First ee ae ... 4,202 
Second tie dee ... =36,123 
Third a om .. = 4,166 


bringing in £3,329 4s. 8d. 


No statistics of the earnings from goods traffic are available 
for last year, unfortunately; while of the telegraph receipts it 
need only be said that messages were sent, though telegraphic 
business was not done at all stations. Under sundries, the 
carriage of earth and sand for the Imperial Government brought 


in £354 17s. 6d. 


On the expenditure side the cost of maintenance of way, works, 
and stations work out to about £26 a mile, but it is necessary to 
state that the cost of maintaining the permanent way for the last 
10 miles to Songo Town, which was disproportionately heavy 
owing to the imperfect condition in which the line was taken 
over, has for the present been charged to capital account. The 
locomotive expenses were heavy, this being due to the proportion 
of the European staff in that department being much larger than 
in any other. 


The present Acting Manager is sanguine as to the ultimate 
profit-earning capacity of the railway. He states that, “ the earn- 
ings have been derived from what may fairly be described as 
permanent sources, which continue to expand,” and that, “there 
are many profitable sources for increase which are not yet catered 
for, but which will be as soon as our organisation becomes 
elastic.” 


XI.—RATES OF WAGES. 


The rates of wages for native labour in Freetown vary from 
. 15s. to 30s. a month. The rate for labourers on the railway 1s 
9d. a day, and carriers employed by the Government and Com- 
missariat in the Protectorate receive 1s. a day; it is probable that 
traders, particularly natives, can obtain carriers for less, but 
whatever the wages paid the cost of transport seriously militates 
against remunerative profits. The existing rates of wages are 
undoubtedly too high for profitable trade, but as the necessity for 
large numbers of Government and military carriers has ceased 
outside the railway requirements it is to be anticipated that the 
rates of wages will have a tendency to decrease in the future. 
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XII.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


ee or 


General Condition of the Colon. 


Though the Revenue last year, viz., £168,382, was abnormally 
large, being 63 per cent. higher than the averaye of the preceding 
five years, from causes which have been already explained, and 
though such large receipts cannot be expected to recur, still the 
financial condition of the Colony cannot be considered as unsound. 
The receipts for the current year are keeping in advance of the 
Estimates, the total of which is £156,466, and the Expenditure 
is not exceeding the limits. The imports up to the present date 
exceed those for the corresponding period of any previous year 
except the last, and the exports are gradually returning to the 
average of previous years. The affairs of the Protectorate are 
getting ordered and settled, and the house tax is coming in well. 
The native chiefs are beginning to realise and appreciate their 
status under the Government, under which all their proprictory 
and civil rights are strictly reserved to them. as well as the 
exercise of their judicial functions, the latter, however, within 
certain limitations when persons other than natives are concerned 
and in graver crimes, such limitations being obviously neces- 
sary for the prevention of injustice and wrong. They beein to 
realise that their authority is being supported by the Govern- 
ment and their position recognised and respected by the officials, 
as long as they govern their people justly and well, and they 
begin to appreciate the material advantage in the shape of a 
more certain revenue which is accruing to them from the com- 
mission they derive from the house tax and from the more settled 
state of affairs generally which exists. Many are taking to trade 
and beginning to understand that there are other chattels besides 
a multiplicity of slaves and wives which conduce to material 
wealth and prosperity. though there may be still some, and these 
the more turbulent spirits, who sigh for the davs when thev could 
raid at will the territories of their weaker brethren and bring hack 
as booty huge caravans of slaves. 


Pros pects o f Trade, 


It cannot but be admitted that the volume ot trade is increas- 
ing, though it may well be that through greater competition the 
profits of individual traders are less, but as to the prospects of 
trade, it has hitherto heen the universal experience that the con- 
struction of railways develops the resources of a country, and there 
is every reason to conclude that this invariable result will obtain 
in the Protectorate, which is so rich in indigenous vegetable pro- 
ducts. Besides the railway the great desideratum for the develop- 
ment of trade is a cheaper method of transport than the human 
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carrier, by means of metalled roads and vehicular traffic, and 
until the expenses of transport are much cheapened the profits 
of trade must be narrow, and this will be more and more the 
case as cash becomes more and more the medium of trade instead 
of goods, and as an increasing number of natives realise the ad- 
vantage of working for a money wage and its necessity also, in 
view of the payment of the house tax instead of for goods in kind. 
In the’ Protectorate produce is bartered either for goods or cash, 
5s. worth of goods representing usually 4s. in cash, but under the 
increasing demand for cash payments on the part of the natives, 
it may be anticipated that in no great lapse of time cash will 
become the sole medium for the purchase of produce, as is now the 
case in Freetown and elsewhere throughout the Peninsula of 
Sierra Leone. An instance of the increasing circulation of cash 
is the fact, which has already been mentioned, that 97 per cent. 
of the house tax—the revenue from which is estimated at £25,000 


—is now being collected in coin. 


The altered conditions of the hinterland effected by the pro- 
clamation of the Protectorate, such as: —The maintenance of law 
and order; the introduction of a railway; the imposition of direct 
taxation; and the circulation of coin, by which cash is rapidly 
becoming the medium of traffic in place of produce, are all potent 
factors in affecting trade, and they would appear to work in its 
general interest, if the improved fiscal statistics of the Colony 
during recent years may be taken as an indication. 


Sierra Leone, 
10th August, 1900 
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COLONIAL REPORTS 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


Jamaica ... —_ 


262 | Barbados 

263 | Falkland Islands 7 
264 | Gambia ... - 
265 | St. Helena ve - 
266 | Leeward aud - 
267 | St. Lucia - a 
268 | Fiji a. 
269 | Turks and Caicos Islands ; s 
270 | Malta... ee : * 
271 | Gold Coast : zs 
272 | Trinidad : ms 
273 | Sierra Leone : - 
274 | Ceylon ... é as 
275 British Solomon Islands : 1898-99 
276 | Gibraltar... ; 1898 
277 | Bahamas... a 7 s 
978 | British Honduras ses : ~ 
279 | Mauritius and poenenes ‘ * 
280 | Grenada se ‘ - 
281 | St. Vincent ; i 
282 | Hong ed =r m ; s 
283 | Jamaica . es see 1898-99 
284 | Lagos _... 1898 
285 | Seychelles <3 
286 |} Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 1899 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast... eee ... | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand bis ... | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone se ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada oe ... | Emigration. 
5 | Bahamas ... see ..- | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong ae ... | Bubonic Plague. 
7 | Newfoundland _... ... | Mineral Resources. 
8 | Western Pacific ... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica ... ... .,- | Agriculture. 
_10 | Virgin Islands ...... ... | Condition during 1897. 
a Grenada... o ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 


Anguilla ... a .-- | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
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No. 287. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


(For Report for 1897, see No. 286.) 


GovERNOB Sir C. B. H. MITCHELL to Ma. CHAMBERLAIN, 


Government House, 
Singapore, 

28th September 1899. 

SIR, 
I HAVE the honour to forward the Report on the Straits 
Settlements for the year 1898. | 
I have, &c., 
C. B. H. MirTcHE tL. 


REPORT ON THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS FOR 
THE YEAR 1898. 


FINANCIAL. 


1. The revenue for 1898 amounted to $5,071,282, corrected to 
ak for arrears, the three Settlements contributing as 
ollows :— 
$ 


Singapore ... a Se .». 3,024,777 
Penang... ‘te see w+ 1,653,757 
Malacca... os ee ws 392,746 


There was an increase of $761,304 as compared with the 
revenue for 1897, and of $805,808 as compared with that for 
1896. 
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The principal increases were under licences ($645,951), interest 
eb senaile stamps ($30,159), postage ($18,707), and fines, fees, and 
orfeitures ($16,712). 


There were also satisfactory advances under port and harbour 
dues ($4,512), fees of office ($14,682), remmbursements ($8,959), 
and district collections ($5,828). | 


There is a decrease under land sales of $79,749, but this is 
accounted for by the fact that no special sales of town lands in 
Singapore town took place. 


The expenditure for the year was $4,582,951, as compared 
with $4,437,516 in 1897 -and $3,958,896 1 1896. 
The chief increases were :— 


$ 


Personal emoluments... or .» 153,842 
Public Works Department expenditure... 134,661 
Other charges... — ee ... 26,179 
Pensions ... ae sie ase wee 19,347 
Interest ... ae eae ies .-- 12,038 


‘The increase under personal emoluments is due to the increased 
cost of exchange compensation owing to the low rates of 
exchange during the year, to the 10 per cent. addition granted to 
the salaries of the Clerical Branch of the Service, and to grants to 
native subordinates as compensation for a high ruling price for 
rice, their staple food. The increase on Public Works Depart- 
ment expenditure is principally due to deferred expenditure of 
a years. On the other hand, epecial expenses, which 

er Majesty’s Jubilee festivities had increased in 1897, showed 
a decrease of $111,201, and military eens $82,338, owing 
to completion of barracks and other works. 


The Pawnbrokers’ Ordinance, 1898, while defining more 
carefully the law affecting pawnbrokers, and limiting more 
narrowly their gains, has an indirect result on the revenue as 
section 35 permitted the farming out of the exclusive permission 
to keep a pawn-shop in a limited and defined locality. 


‘The balance to ‘the credit of the Colony on 31st December 
1898 was $2,803,803, as compared with $2,236,457 on the same 
date in 1897. The Colony has no debt. 


Exchange. 


Exchange was very steady during the year. The average 
value was 1/11, on Somandeal 1/11} at four months’ sight, as 
compared with 1/11}3 and 1/1143 in 1896. The highest rate for 
demand drafts was 1/114 in January and the lowest 1/10), in 
March. In the last half of the year there was very little 
variation. | 
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Currency. 


. The reed of the Colony consisted of Mexican, Japanese, 
and British dollars circulating at equal value. 


In 1897, Japan decided to adopt a gold standard at a ratio 
with silver of 1 to 32}. This measure was adopted in the belief 
that silver would not fall below that ratio, and also that the 
enormous number of Japanese dollars held as currency abroad 
was there required as currency and would not be presented for 
exchange for the new coins. Five-and-a-half years were 
allowed to holders of the old coin before it should be 
demonetised. 


Both these beliefs proved to be errors. Silver fell below the 
ratio of 32} to 1, and enormous quantities of (old) Japanese 
dollars were presented for exchange for new coins, an operation 
which the fall in exchange rendered profitable. In April, 
May, and June, 1898, large quantities of Japanese dollars were 
bought up and sent to Japan for exchange. | 


On discovering their errors the Japanese authorities suddenly 
curtailed the five-and-a-half years’ period, making it terminate 
3lst July 1898. 


In April, the Government of the Colony took steps to ascertain 
public feeling as regards demonetising Japanese dollars, and their 
roposal to demonetise them was referred to the home authorities, 
it being necessary to consult Her Majesty’s Treasury ; while the 
proposal was under consideration, Japanese dollars began to be 
reimported, and an Ordinance 11 of 1898 was passed in October 
to prevent importation. In December, authority was received 
from England to demonetise the Japanese dollar after giving 
three months’ public notice of the intended step. niheae 
measures prevented the Colony being flooded with rejected 
Japanese dollars. The Federated Malay States also took steps 
to exclude Japanese dollars. 


British dollars to the value of $19,492,168 were imported by 
the local banks alone, as compared with $15,782,908 in.1897. 
Other dollars to the value of $10,198,904 were imported by the 
banks. 


The average bank note circulation of the Colony for the year 
was $7,737,057, as compared with $7,326,693 in 1897. 


The consent of the home authorities was obtained to Govern- 
ment note currency for the Colony and the Federated Malay 
States, and steps were taken to design and print notes. The 
design adopted bears the value marked on it in four places, with 
a description in English, Malay, Chinese and Tamil, and on the 
back the figure of a tiger. 


The revenue of the three municipalities amounted to $1,337,500, 
and their expenditure to $1,339,602. 
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TRADE. 


The trade of the year 1898 shews considerable expansion, the 
fluctuation in exchange having been less serious than in previous 
years a fairer comparison can be made. 


The trade with gold standard countries amounted to 254 
million dollars, an increase of 39} millions, and with silver standard 
countries, exclusive of inter-settlement movements, to 144 millions, 
an increase of 107 millions. 


The prices of the principal products have been high, with the 
exception of coffee and gambier, and the large trade in cotton 
piece goods has been done at not unremunerative rates. 


Freights have ruled high during the year owing to the action 
of the Bhi ping Conference, and indications are not wanting that 
the effects have been more or less prejudicial to certain low priced 
and bulky goods, while shipments from Batavia and Macassar 
direct to Europe have become more frequent. The large increase 
in the value of exports direct to the United States is due to the 
same cause. 


The aggregate trade for the last five years—inter-settlement 
trade excluded—shews as follows (’000 omitted) :— 


— | 1894. | 1895. | 1896. | 1897. | 1898. 
(Per thousand.) $ $ 3 $ $ 
Merchandise ... 323,103 323,849 328,065 348,852 398,052 
Specie ... ies 60,153 47,343 46,999 62,515 62,367 
Total wee 383,256 371,192 375,064 411,367 460,419 


The increase in merchandise is thus over 14 per cent. 


Imports. 


The value of imports increased by more than 134 per cent., and 
that of exports by over 14} per cent. 


Including the inter-settlement movements, which have been 
excluded in the above figures, imports of foodstuffs and opium 
increased by 6} million dollars. 


Black and white pepper increased by 27% million dollars, 
opium by 1# millions, live animals by 1} millions, areca-nuts by 
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nearly three-quarters of a million, fish by nearly half a million, 
sugar and spirits by over one-third of a million each, and tea, 
tobacco, nutmegs, malt liquors, medicines, provisions, and sago 
follow with smaller advances. 


Decreases are marked in coffee by 1 million dollars, and rice 
by over three-quarters of a million. 


Imports of manufactured textiles increased by over 5 million 
dollars. 


Of this increase, cotton piece goods contributed 2} millions, 
sarongs and slendangs and gunnies nine-tenths of a million each, 
silk piece goods two-fifths of a million, and apparel seven- 
twentieths of a million, followed by woollen cloth, umbrellas, silk 
sarongs, and hats and caps with smaller increases. 


There are practically no decreases in this class. 


Imports of manufactured metals increased by nearly one million 
dollars, shewn by increases in telegraph materials, hardware and 
ironware and tin plates, with smaller advances in machinery, 
corrugated iron, nails, and iron bar and nail rod. 


Steel and zinc sheathing fell off in value. 


The imports of miscellaneous manufactured goods increased by 
over 13 million dollars, seen principally in the enhanced value of 
cement, earthenware, charcoal, clocks and watches and fancy 

oods, toys and sporting materials, followed by smaller advances 
in coke, glass, cabinetware, soap, paints, and carriage materials, 
Decreases are seen in paper, lamps, and fireworks. 


Exports, 


Exports of foodstuffs reflect more or less the imports, but the 
following may be noted :—Spices of all kinds increased in value 
by 34 million dollars, sago by one-sixth of a million, tapioca by 
peed half a million, and preserved fruits by seven-tenths of a 
million. 


Coffee declined by nearly 1,5 millions and coco-nuts by six- 
tenths of a million. 


Exports of raw produce, excluding the abovementioned goods, 
increased in value by 44 million dollars. 


Gutta and rubbers increased by over 43 millions, copra by 
over 1,°; millions, coco-nut oil by four-tenths of a million, and 
gum copal by one-fifth of a million; but decreases are seen in 
gambier of nine-tenths of a million, hides of over half a million, 
rattans of three-tenths of a million, followed by sandal wood and 
timber with less marked decreases. 


The exports of tin increased in value by 3} million dollars. 
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General Observations on Trade. 


The most important foodstuff (rice) fell off in supplies from Siam 
owing to the unsatisfactory crops, 


arge quantities of the i 
being composed of little more than husk, and as supplies a 


Saigon also fell off, large importations were made from Rangoon, 
but a distinct advance in price took place. 


The low price of Liberian coffee, combined with a shortage of 
crop in Bali, accounts for the great decline in this trade of nearly 
1,200 tons exported. Opium imports increased by 1,668 chests, 
and although less China opium was declared, it is probable much 
of that classed as Turkey and Persianreceived from Hong Kong 
is of that description. 


Under raw materials imported, the chief are coal, petroleum, 
and tin ore. Coal imports fell off by 43,000 tons, the United 
Kingdom sending 48,000 tons only, a decrease of 49,000 compared 
with 1897, and of 139,000 compared with 1894. Japan supplies 
also fell off by 17,000 tons, Cut amounted in 1898 to 263,000 
tons. While it is seen that Japan coal has practically cut out 
Cardiff coal, which, owing to strikes and political complications in 
the far East enhancing the price, has had its sale restricted for 
bunkering mercantile marine vessels, Indian and Australian coal 


' shew increased supplies, cheap freights favouring these classes. 


Petroleum imports fell off from Russia and Sumatra, but Burma 
became a source of supply. From Sumatra nearly 3} million 
cases were transhipped at Singapore. It has, however, been 
reported for some time that some of these wells are failing; on the 
other hand Borneo supplies are being developed. A good deal 
of private enterprise originating from Singapore has been shewn 
in obtaining concessions for oil in the Dutch Indies, so far, 
however, with only limited success as to results. 

The imports of tin ore received for smelting increased by 
nearly 60,000 pikuls. Of this increase, 12,000 pikuls were from 
the Dutch ossessions, the remainder being from the Malay 
Peninsula. The tendency is to import less tin and more ore, 
owing to the facilities offered to miners in the way of money 
advances. 

Imports of textiles have increased, especially in cotton piece 
goods, and sarongs, slendangs, and kains. 

The United Kingdom held the same percentage in the quantity 
of piece goods sent to the Colony, viz., 81 per cent., while shewing 


an increase of 850,000 pieces. 


The imports of sarongs, slendangs, &c., from the United 
Kingdom show the gratifying increase of 40 per cent., while the 
quantity received from the Continent remained practically 
stationary. 

In woollen cloth, the United Kingdom more than doubled her 
supply, while that from the Continent increased by 21 per cent. 
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The United Kingdom retains its hold in the cheapest class. of 
blankets, in sewing thread, and in handkerchiefs. —— ! 


The competition of India and the Continent in yarns resulted 
in a small decline from the mother country. . 


The large business done in apparel, hosiery, millinery, and 
haberdashery from Europe ceadhicd a value of nearly 2 million 
dollars, of which the United Kingdom sent three-fourths of a 
million, compared with a total European trade of 1% million 
dollars in 1897, of which the United Kingdom held $715,000 
value. Men’s singlets, socks, and haberdashery generally 
comprise the bulk of the Continental imports, while drapery is a 
large item in the United Kingdom figures. Before the advent of 
Japan as a manufacturing country a fair business was done in 
cloth and alpaca umbrellas of British make, and in view of the 
unsatisfactory materials used by the Japanese manufacturers, 
French imports have risen from $47,000 value in 1894 to 
$162,000 value in 1898. A strong effort on the part of the 


mother country might now result in the recovery of a portion 
of this trade. 


The United Kingdom has an increased import of $651,000 
value in all metals, or over 13 per cent., and the Continent an 
increase of $234,000, or over 20 per cent. Metals from the 
United States fell from a value of $160,000 in 1897 to $99,000 
in 1898, almost entirely in machinery. 


The United Kingdom increases in tin plates and telegraph 
materials, of which she practically holds a monopoly, valued only 
half a million dollars, leaving for all other metals an increase 
of $150,000 only, of which machinery accounted for $100,000 and 
corrugated iron $74,000. 


The decreases are noted in steel from the United Kingdom 
$109,000 less and gas electric lighting materials $19,000 less. 


The figures for the Continent show increases in nails sent of 
$63,000, hardware and ironware of $185,000, and steel $22,000, 


but decreases in zinc sheathing of $58,000, and tinware of 
$25,000. | 


In the imports of miscellaneous manufactured goods, the 
United Kingdom held her own fairly well, but while she has 
largely increased her output in cement the Continental supplies 
have risen by 152 per cent. in value, showing a total trade of 
$192,000 in value and 30,500 barrels, an increase of 110 per cent., 
in quantity. The United Kingdom imports stand at $498,000 
value and 82,000 casks, an increase of less than 39 per cent. in 
value and 24 per cent. in quantity. | 


British cement is high priced and manufacturers do not care to 
send inferior qualities to compete. Another point which has 
operated in favour of foreign cement is that some of it is packed 
in iron drums, thus obviating the: risk of deterioration from 
exposure, so that planters, in Sumatra especially, prefer the cement 
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thus packed. Up to the end of 1895 dynamite was imported 
from Britain only, but in 1896 a German hand came into the 
market with the result that prices were greatly reduced and lower 
amas had to be imported, and at the close of 1898 another 

erman manufacture began to be brought in. Continental 
imports now value half those from the United Kingdom. 


The mother country has no important decrease in any article of 
importance and shews eoiiderable advance in fancy goods, toys 
and sporting materials, paints, soap, paper, cake, stationery, boots 
and shoes, earthenware and cabinetware. 


The Continent has also increased her hold in most miscellaneous 
goods. In cycles the United States entered into competition and 
about 20 per cent. are of American make, but, low grade cheap 
machines having been found unsatisfactory, the best American 
productions have suffered in repute. 


The increase in the export of tin is attributable to the high 
— obtainable, but labour has become scarce and the prospects 
or 1899 are not promising. 


Exports of inferior guttas and rubbers have upset comparisons, 
but the demand has encouraged export, as the enormously 
increased values testify. 


Gambier exports fell off owing to the low price, the expense of 
labour rendering its production unremunerative. 


High prices stimulated the trade in pepper and the large 
increase of 2,500 tons from Acheen is notable. From Johor a 
decrease of 1,500 tons was caused by the death of the old plants 
before the new ones had come into bearing. The rise in the price 
of food helped to create a scarcity of labour, and enterprise in 
replanting was not conspicuous. 


An examination of the trade with different countries shews that 
the United Kingdom holds 13°8 per cent. of the whole, British 

ossessions 22°5 per cent., the Malay Peninsula, Sarawak, and 
French India (the last named country having no trade of its own 
with the Colony) 16°4 per cent., and foreign countries 47:3 per 
cent., a8 compared with 14:1 per cent., 20°5 per cent., 16°6 per 
cent., and 48°8 per cent. respectively in 1897. 


United Kingdom imports increased by 13 per cent., and 
exports by 9} per cent. 

Increased values of textiles, metals, cement, liquors, and 
tobacco are most marked. 

Enhanced exports are seen in guttas and rubbers, pepper, 
tapioca, fruits, and gums. 

Decreased imports are recorded in coal, yarn, and steel, and 
decreased exports in tin, hides, gambier, and sago. 

The Continent shows an increase in imports of 14 per cent. and 
in exports of 25 per cent. Germany and Italy have the largest 
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increases in imports, followed by France and Holland, Belgium 
remaining practically stationary, while Austria shews an actual 
decrease. - 


The increases from Germany are in metals, textiles, liquors, 
cement, and earthenware ; from Italy in cottons, dyed yarns, 
sarongs, and milk ; from Holland in gin, sarongs, and hardware, and 
from France in brandy, umbrellas, and apparel. 


Earthenware, cement, and glassware give increases from 
Belgium, but nearly every other article shows a decrease. 
Austria also has decreases in nearly every class, except apparel 
and dyed yarn. 


The United States shewed large increases in the value of 
petroleum, lubricating oil, and carriage materials, including 
cycles. 


The increased exports are seen in most of the principal articles 
of produce and are accounted for by direct shipments. 


Imports from the Malay Peninsula increased by 13 per cent., 
chiefly in tin and tin ore. 


Increased values of opium, textiles, metals and provisions, &c. 
sent give an increase of 11 per cent. in exports. 
‘ 


Notwithstanding a large decrease in the rice received, imports 
from Siam gave a small increase. Exports increased by 14 per 
cent., chiefly in opium and cotton piece goods. 


Saigon trade fell off on the import side in rice, but the exports 
increased chiefly in piece goods, grey yarn, and provisions. 


Imports from Hong Kong and China slightly increased, notwith- 
standing a decline in rice received of 1} million dollars. Rice, 
sugar, and opium shew increased exports. 


From British India and Burma an increase in the value of 
imports of nearly 49 per cent. is recorded. Rice from Burma 
alone accounted for an increase of 8} million dollars, followed by 
increases in opium, gunnies, coal, &c. 


Exports decreased by 53 per cent. entirely accounted for by 
rice having been sent to Bombay in 1897—an_ exceptional 
circumstance. 


From Netherlands India imports increased by over 19 per 
cent., seen chiefly in enhanced values of gutta and rubber, 
copra, areca-nuts, and sugar, but there was a serious decline in 
coffee. 


Exports increased by over 3 per cent., principally in cotton 
piece goods, cattle, coco-nut oil, sarongs, tea, &c. 


Increased values of coal, jinrikishas, and matches account 
for a rise in imports from Japan of 12 per cent. Large exports 
of rice account for the difference between the two years on that 
side of the trade. 
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Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


Under this head there is little to chronicle. Malacca as a 
mining centre has been almost abandoned in favour of the 
Federated Malay States, which are richer in ore deposits. 


The Government was sounded on the question of granting 
a monopoly of possible petroleum deposits in Province 
Wellesley. 


The fisheries of the Colony are very rich, and fishing is a 
favourite pursuit of the ar population, but very little fish is 
preserved by salting, nearly all being sold fresh. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL STATIONS. 


The sugar industry in Province Wellesley continued to give 
satisfactory results on the whole, notwithstanding increasing com- 
petition from bounty fed countries. 


In Malacca a good tea plantation has been thoroughly 
established, which finds a local market for its produce. An 
enterprising syndicate of Chinese has begun to plant rubber 
largely in that Settlement. 


In all the Settlements the cultivation of coco-nuts is 
progressing. 
In Malacca a very successful agricultural show was held. It 


is intended in future that there should be a show every year in 
some one Settlement of the Colony. 


The Botanical Garden at Singapore continued to aid planters 
by seeds and advice. This station is a centre for British North 
Borneo, Sarawak, Labuan, Johor, the Federated Malay States, 
and even Siam, and there was very keen competition for all the 
rubber seeds which could be spared. Orders were booked for 
quite twenty times as much seed as was available. 


The Director, Mr. Ridley, visited the various Settlements and 
reported on the diseases prevalent amongst plantations. Some 
slight progress was made in the destruction of the beetles attack- 
ing coco-nut trees, but until the planters take a more lively 
interest in their destruction the pest will not be extinguished. 


Land Grants. 


For land in Singapore Island for agricultural grants the 
Government nearly doubled its rates of premium, with com- 
parative success. 
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SHIPPING. 


The total tonnage of merchant vessels arriving and departing 
was 12,661,442, as compared with 12,206,782 in 1897. The light 
dues amounted to $114,501.39. 


Three hundred and eighty-six (386) new vessels aggregating 
10,888 tons were built in Singapore during the year. 


PusBiic INSTRUCTION. 


The schools in the Colony are all under Government inspection. 
Those which teach En Ligh receive grants-in-aid, dependent on 
the Inspector’s reports. in these schools there are seven standards, 
and there are ane grants for special subjects. Of schools 
teaching English there were forty, which received as grants-in- 
aid $47,417. Six English-teaching schools were maintained by 
the Government, at a cost of $31,698. 


Vernacular (Malay) instruction is given in separate village 
schools maintained by the Government. There were 165 of such 
schools, costing $55,649. 


A scholarship of £200 a year, tenable for four years, to any 
British University which exercises supervision over resident 
students is granted annually. This involved during 1898 an 
expenditure of $13,040. For this scholarship there is keen com- 
petition, and the winner usually graduates in honours. 


Three industrial scholarships are annually granted to local 
scholars apprenticed to the local dock-yards, iron foundries, and 
the like. 


Compared with other Colonies, public instruction is decidedly 
backward; there are several reasons for this; the demand for 

ouths instructed in English is so great that the supply barely 
eens pace with it; any youth who knows sufficient finglish to 
write a decent letter is sure of employment at once, and ceases to 
carry his studies further. 


Parents are not sufficiently alive to the importance of their 
children being well instructed, and they will not make the sacrifice 
necessary to ensure their children being sufficiently long at 
school. 


Again the language difficulty is very great. The vast majority 
of pupils in the English-teaching schools never hear a word of 
that language at home. The language of the playground and 
of the lowest classes in every school is Malay—and Malay of a 
very low and elementary type. The language of the pupil at 
home is generally some dialect of Chinese, Tamil, or Malay. 
This renders the task of acquiring English thoroughly and 
idiomatically very difficult. 


STRAITS 
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During the year the establishment of a reformatory was 
sanctioned. 


The large and excellently managed sugar estates in Province 
Wellesley are in themselves fine examples of agricultural 
instruction for those who desire to study that branch. 


The dock-yards and the large iron foundries at ag a and 
Penang supply technical instruction on a large scale. There is 
steadily increasing local demand for engineers for steam launches, 
icamahies and stationary engines, supplied from the local 
population. 


LEGISLATION. 


Twenty-six meetings of the Legislative Council were held 
during the year and 14 Ordinances were passed. Of these the 
more important ones are the Christian Marriage Ordinance III. 
of 1898, to consolidate and amend the law relating to the marriage 
of persons professing the Christian religion, and the Lepers 
Ordinance x. of 1898. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals. 


Except the Chinese hospital at Singapore, all the general 
hospitals in the Colony are under Government management. 
The plantation hospitals on the sugar estates at Province 
Wellesley, maintained by the planters, are frequently supervised 
by Government officers. In 1898 the principal causes for 
admission were malaria, beri-beri (less prevalent than in 1897), 
and venereal disease, for which the highest recorded number of 
admissions occurred. 


The Colony escaped plague altogether, although it prevailed 
in China and in British India. Cholera caused 9 deaths in 
Singapore and 39 deaths in Penang. Small-pox prevailed 
extensively in Burma and this Colony ; cases occurred in all 
three Settlements. 

The hospitals received in the year 23,662 new patients. The 
Government maintains a lunatic asylum at Singapore, and a leper 
asylum at Singapore and another at Pulau Jerejah, an island 
close to Penang. The year began with 221 lunatics in the 
asylum and the number had dwindled down to 173 on the 31st 
December, 1898. . 

Cases of beri-beri occurred in the asylum throughout the 
year. 


The quarantine regulations were admirably carried out during 
1898 x 
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Savings Bank. 


There was a large increase in savings bank transactions, as 
compared with the preceding year, and the amount standing to 
the credit of depositors at the close of the year was $410,915, an 
increase of $47,370, as compared with 1897. he deposits 
amounted to $288,781, and withdrawals to $252,386. 


The total of investments at the end of the year amounted to 
$401,391, the particulars of which are as follows, viz. :— 


Indian 34 per cent. rupee paper, $273,391. 


Singapore municipal debenture stock, $48,000, bearing interest 
at 5 per cent., and $52,000 at 4 per cent. — $100,000. 


Fixed deposits at chartered bank, bearing interest at 4 per 
cent., $28,000. 


PoLiIcE, PRISONS, AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The following changes were authorised during the year in the 
strength of the police force :— 


Increases——Two chief detective inspectors (European con- 
tingent), twelve sergeants and seven constables. 


Decreases.—T hree inspectors, vacancies to be absorbed as they 
occur. 


On the Ist January, 1898, the force of Europeans was five 
constables under strength, and on the 3lst December, one drill 
instructor and four men under strength. 


The increased advantages offered to the Sikh contingent had 
the effect of bringing the establishment rapidly up to strength, 
and the extra fifty men required for Penang were obtained 
without any difficulty. 


The Malay contingent has been kept well up to strength; 
there has been a marked improvement in recruiting for this 
contingent in Singapore since June. 


The detectives, both in Singapore and Penang, have worked 
more efficiently this year, especially in the latter Settlement. 

No serious strikes or disturbances of any kind have taken 
place. 


There were twenty-three cases of murder and twelve of gang- 
robbery. 


There were two arrests for murder in extradition cases, and 
one for a murder committed in 1894, which are not included in 
the above figures. 


Gambling on an extensive scale by means of lotteries was 
exceedingly prevalent in Singapore and Penang. Great patience 
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and care on the part of the police in the conduct of these usually 
difficult prosecutions was rewarded by a large proportion of 
convictions. 


An attack of beri-beri rendered the Singapore Prison unhealthy 
for a time, and a batch of sick prisoners was transferred to the 
Quarantine Depét, with a very beneficial result to their health. 


VITAL STATISTIC2. 


The population of the Colony, which was 512,342 by the census 
of 1891, is now estimated to be 592,587. During the year 1898 
there were registered 12,781 births, of which 6,625 were of male 
and 6,156 of female children, The number of deaths registered 
was 18,032, as compared with 21,427 in 1897. 


The public health of the Colony during 1898 was better than 
during 1897, as may be seen by the great diminution in the death- 
rate and by the admissions to the hospitals. The only exception 
was that venereal disease increased. The death-rate for the 
whole Colony was 30°43 per mille, as compared with 36°90 per 
mille in 1897. No death-rate so low has been experienced for the 
last fifteen years. | _ 


Except for small-pox the: Colony was remarkably free from 
zymotic disease in 1898. 


The arrangements described two years ago for the registration 
of deaths have been continued during 1898, with satisfactory 
results. : 


In Singapore and Penang the general arrangements for the 
sanitation of the populace are carried out by the municipality, and 
both places enjoy a good water supply. 


Malacca has been furnished with a water supply, also Balik 
Pulau, Bukit Mertajam, Butterworth, and Nibong Tebal in the 
Northern Settlement, and arrangements are being made to extend 
the areas served by some of these reservoirs. 


Small ee in drainage have been made to villages in 
Province Wellesley. 


' Climate. 


The mean temperature of the Colony was 79° Fah. The mean 
rainfall was in inches 106°19 in Singapore ; 124°51 in Penang ; 
90°2i in the Dindings ; and 78°83 in Malacca. The greatest fall 
in 24 hours was 74 inches at the Dindings on the 9th April. At 
the Quarantine Station, Singapore, as much rain as 25°56 inches 
fell in one month. os . 


The monsoon winds make themselves felt at Singapore some 
two or three weeks later than in the Indian Ocean.. : 
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PostTaL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


During the year under review, 6,660,968 articles passed through 
the Post Office of the Colony,as compared with 6,031,136 in 1897. 
The registration, insurance, and parcel post branches, as well as 
the Chinese Sub-Post Office, all continue to show steady progress. 
The postal revenue amounted to $234,860, which is an excess of 
$19,614 over the income of the department for the preceding year. 
The expenditure charged to 1898 was $204,984, being an increase 
of $6,448, as compared with the expenditure of the year before. 
There is an increase on “ British Postage,” due to increased 
weight of mails. 


The increase in money order business was quite extraordinary. 
The transactions in sterling amounted to £13,505, in Indian 
currency to nearly Rs.1,046,755, and in local currency to $263,717 ; 
the total business done aggregated $1,141,606, against a total of 
$806,885 in 1897. 


Imperial penny postage was introduced on Christmas Day. 


The Government owns the telegraphs in Penang and Province 
Wellesley, and also the inland telegraphs at Malacca which are 
all connected with the Government lines in the Federated Malay 
States. The cables between the Settlements which form the 
Colony belone to the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company. 
The mileage belonging to Government is as follows :— 


Penang Settlement nearly ......... 80 miles 
Malacca ba oa hake caw ceoresuseauseieacol 99 


The Government telephone lines in Singapore are maintained 
and worked by a company; in Penang and Province Wellesley 
they are worked by the Government. Three hundred and nine 
miles of wire are open which are the property of the Government. 


MILITARY. 


The garrison consists of Her Majesty’s regular forces and 
Asiatic artillery. No militia force exists. 


A valuable volunteer artillery force, 105 strong, exists in 
Singapore; only Europeans are enlisted in it. It possesses some 
Maxim guns in the use of which it is proficient,and it has learned 
to work some of the guns beloreing to the regular armament of 
the garrison. 


The constabulary force excceds 1,900 men, of whom more than 
300 are Sikhs. They are well drilled and armed. 


4120°—5 B 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


A long standing difference of opinion between the Colony and 
the State of Johore, as to the exact boundary between Malacca 
and Muar, was settled amicably by arbitration early in the year, 
and the boundary has been delineated. 


The proposed railway from Singapore to Johore Strait was 
srortnnataly delayed by an adverse vote in the Legislative 
Council, due to the magnitude of the estimated cost, which was 
nearly a million dollars. 


Designs were adopted and the ironwork was ordered for an 
extensive wharfage scheme in Penang. 


In Singapore the principal works were the construction of new 
barracks. 


At Blakang Mati the Asiatic Artillery Barracks and quarters 
for hospital sergeant were practically completed, and the work of 
constructing roads and paths well advanced. 


At Tanglin five married quarters and the schoolmaster’s 
quarters were finished, and work in connection with the water 
supply to Tanglin Barracks made considerable progress. 


At Pearl’s Hill two warrant officers’ quarters and six married 
staff sergeants’ quarters were completed. 


The construction of emplacements for the new quick firing 
armament of the harbour defence forts was nearly completed by 
the Royal Engineers’ Department and a number of the guns have 
been mounted. 


The only other work of importance at Singapore was the 
extension of Beach Road Reclamation. 


In Penang the Public Works Department undertook the 
construction of a storage reservoir and settling tanks at Bukit 


Seraya. 
In Malacca a new court house at Jasin was completed. 


Under Roads and pi ese oe the Batu Ferringi 
Road was extended, and in Province Wellesley three steel bridges 
were completed and opened to traffic. 


The Perak Railway system is under extension from Parit 
Buntar to Prye in Province Wellesley. 


Necessary quarantine regulations restricted the flow of Chinese 
immigration below the average (140,000) for the last ten years, but 
the numbers of immigrants (133,558, including females 9,146) were 
considerably in excess of those for 1896. The demand for labour 
was very great during the year. There is still a lamentable 
disproportion between the sexes. : 


From British India there was an increase in statute labourers 
but a decrease in free immigrants. 
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The climate is a very trying one for Europeans, and the field 
for employment of white men is small. No man should come to 
the @alony without a special engagement. The disturbances in 
the Philippines largely increased the number of unemployed 
loafers, whom the community had to deport as being unable to 
maintain themselves. 


Owing to the high price of rice the rate of wages increased, 
and the large influx of foreigners into Singapore raised the rates 
of house rent considerably. 


Provided the surrounding markets in China and Siam be kept 
open the future prospects of trade seem encouraging. The policy 
of those responsible for French Indo-China seems to be to try to 
compel that Colony to trade almost exclusively with the mother 
country ; with a liberal policy its trade with Singapore would be 
five times the present amount. 

The war in the Philippines has curtailed all exports to that 
country, except military stores from America, and has diminished 
exports from it. But the Malay Peninsula and Netherlands 
India are being developed rapidly, and the increasing prosperity 
in Siam makes it likely that it will afford a more profitable 
market in future. 


Qa the whele the general condition of the Colony during the 
year was satisfactory. 


J. A. SWETTENHAM, 


Colonial Secretary, S.S. 
September 20th, 1899. 
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CO OD alg Or ih 6 1 


| Mauritius and Rodrigues 
| Trinidad and Tobago ... 


ANNUAL. 
Colony. Year. 
| Sierra Leone 1898 
Ceylon ... - 
British Solomon Islands 1898-99 
Gibraltar... 1898 
Bahamas... wee 
British Honduras ; - 
Mauritius and Rodrigues ‘6 
Grenada ane ss 
St. Vincent - 
Hong Kong ‘3 
Jamaica ... 1898-99 
Lagos... 1898 
Seychelles mee 5 
Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 1899 
Straits Settlements ves ee 1898 
Basutoland 1898-99 
Niger Coast Protectorate = 
British Guiana .. : 1897-98 & 
1898-99 
Falkland Islands 1899 
British New Guinea 1898-99 
Bermuda 1899 
Barbados r 
Malta - 
Fiji > 
Turks and Caicos Islands ‘ 
Bahamas... oo ey 
Sierra Leone 3 
Gambia ... 3 
' Seychelles 6 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Colony. Subject. 
Gold Coast... ... | Economic Agriculture. 
Zululand ... ee -.. | Forests. 
Sierra Leone Geology and Botany. 
Canada Emigration. 
Bahamas Sisal Industry. 
Hong Kong Bubonic Plague. 
Newfoundland Mineral Resources. 
Western Pacific British Solomon Islands. 
Dominica ... Agriculture. 
Virgin Islands Condition during 1897. 
Grenada Agriculture in Carriacou. — 
Anguilla Vital Statistics, 1898. 


Cook Islands 
3 Bahamas 


Trade, 1899. 
Fibre Industry. 
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(For Report for 1898, see No. 287.) 


Mr. Ecerton to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, Singapore, 


Sir, 17th August, 1900. 


I wAvE the honour to forward copies of the Report on the 
‘Straits Settlements for the year 1899. 


I have, &c., 


W. EGERTON. 


Deputy of the Officer Administering the Government. 
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STRAITS REPORT ON THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS 


SETTLE- 
cua FOR THE YEAR 1899. 
1899. 

FINANCIAL. 


1. The Revenue for 1899 amounted to $5,200,026, corrected 
to $5,199,150 for arrears, the three Settlements contributing as 


follows: — 
Settlement. Amount. 
ian | 
3 
Singapore... ey eS 3,104,376 
Penang is woe ae 1,671,448 
Malacca tia aT ae 424,202 


There was an increase of $128,745 as compared with the 
Revenue for 1898, and of $879,819 as compared with that for 
1897. 


The principal increases were under Licences $60,936, Land 
Sales $49,232, Stamps $29,501, Fees of Office $13,339, Reim- 
bursements $12,755, and Fines, Fees, and Forfeitures $11,616. 


The Pawnbrokers Ordinance, 1898, is the cause of the increase 
under licences. Under it the number of shops is limited, and the 
right to keep them let by public tender. The former system was 
to allow an unlimited number of shops at fixed fees. 


There were also satisfactory advances under Land Revenue, 
$8,128, and District Collections, $7,642. 


There is a decrease under Interest of $57,798, accounted for 
-by the fact that in 1898 Pahang paid two years’ interest on its 
loan to the Colony. There was also a special sum brought to 
credit in 1898 for profit on Government of India 3} per cent. 
stock sold. 


The Expenditure for the year was $5,062,299, as compared with 
$4,587,366 in 1898, and $4,429,694 in 1897. 
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The chief increases were :— 


Expenditure. Amount. 

: $ 
Public Works Department Expenditure ... sae Me 211,822 
Other Charges aa aes bis és ie she 133,310 
Personal Emoluments ae te ads re es 82,115 
Special Expenses... eee aus pes eas ‘i 52,627 
Military Expenditure wie ee see or i 24,498 


The increase under Public Works Department expenditure is 
due to the erection of the Penang pier having been commenced ; 
large payments for the material ordered from England were made 
during the year. The increase under “ Other Charges” is chiefly 
caused by expenditure in connection with the currency note 
igsue. Personal emoluments expenditure is greater, owing prin- 
cipally to the scheme for increased pay of the European police 
contingent. Special expenses were swollen by the colonial con- 


tribution of $50,000 to the South African War Relief Fund. 


On the other hand, there is a decrease of $18,790 under Extra- 
ordinary Isxpenditure, the preliminary expenses of the Penang 
pier works having been charged to this vote in 1898; pension 
charges also diminished by $10,039, principally under the sub- 
head of “ Difference of Rate for Payment of Pensions in England.” 


The balance to the credit of the Colony on 31st December, 1899, 
was $2,696,295 as compared with $1,480,300 on the same date 
in 1898. The large increase in the credit balance during the 
year is due to the repayment by the Native States of Negri Sem- 
bilan and Pahang of their debts to the Colony, amounting to 


$1,077,000. This amount appeared last year under Dependencies. 


The Colony has no debt. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange was very steady during the year. The average 
value was 1/11!! on demand, and 1/1118 at four months’ sight, 
as compared with 1/11, and 1/11} in 1898. The highest rate 
for demand drafts was 2/0} in April and May, and the lowest 1/11 
in October. 


6784—5 A8 


STRAITS 
SETTLE- 
MENTS, 
1899. 


6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


CURRENCY. 


The currency of the Colony consists of Mexican and British 
dollars, circulating at equal value, and the Government currency 
notes. 


The proposed demonetization of the Japanese silver yen or 
dollar, referred to in the report for 1898, was carried into effect 
in April, 1899, on the expiration of the three months’ notice 
een in the previous December. It caused very little, if any, 

isturbance to trade, as the banks had provided British dollars 
in ample quantity to take the place of the demonetized coin, and 
the Government currency note issue commenced on Ist May. 


British dollars to the value of $29,349,725 were imported b 
the local banks alone, as compared with $19,492,168 in 1898. 
Other dollars to the value of $852,591 were imported by the banks. 


The annual importation of British dollars since their first coin- 
age in 1895 has been :— 


———— 


Year. Amount. 


$ 
1890: de se 2,201,890 
1896... enue ae 3,623,000 
1897 0... weve | 25,704,908 
1898 0.00. use swe | «19,492,168 
1899... sn aee ee | 29,349,725 


The average bank note circulation of the Colony for the year 
was $8,082,209, as compared with $7,737,057 in 1898. 


The consent of the home authorities was obtained in 1898 to 
the issue of a Government note currency for the Colony and the 
Federated Malay States, and steps were taken in. that year to 
design and print the notes. The design adopted bears the value 
marked on it in four places, with a description in English, Malay, 
and Chinese, and on the back the figure of 8 tiger. 
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The new notes were first issued on Ist May, the amount in Sirarts 


circulation on the 10th of May and of each subsequent month 
being :— | 


Month. Amount. 

$ 
10th May... awe ove 405,000 
» vune ... are eee 780,000 
» duly ... det aoe 1,118,000 
» August... ies eve 1,676,000 
» september... sas 2,626,000 


», October ~ 2... ave 3,100,000 
» November... sae 3,285,000 
» December Se wae 3,820,060 


They at once circulated freely throughout the Colony and the 
Federated Malay States, and the amount issued was only limited 
by the supplies received from England. At the end of the year 
all the notes received were in circulation, except $245,000 worth 
of $5 notes, which had been received only on 27th of December. 
Notes to the value of $2,535,000 ordered in 1898 had not been 
supplied. 


MUNICIPAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The revenue of the three municipalities, including a loan by 
Government of $250,000 to Penang, and a contribution from 
Government of $10,000 towards the expenses incurred in stamp- 
ing out a smaHM outbreak of plague in that Settlement, amounted 
to $1,680,287, and their expenditure to $1,389,009. 


TRADE. 


The year 1899 was profitable to importers, and trade increased 
both in bulk and value. 


Prices of manufactured imports were generally higher towards 
the last half of 1899, and the principal articles of export, especially 
6784 A 4 
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tin, pepper, and tapioca, shew enhanced annual average values of 
from 20 per cent. to 70 per cent. 


Coffee alone has declined in price. 


Trade with gold standard countries rose 15 per cent., with 
silver standard countries 16 per cent., the greatest increases being 
in imports from silver countries and in exports to gold countries. 


Homeward freights are now controlled by the Shipping Con- 
ference, and the abnormally high rates of 1898 were still further 
increased in 1900, and are a very heavy burden on producers of 
bulky and low priced goods, such as tapioca. There is little 
doubt that the conference is driving away trade from our ports— 
merchandise that was formerly sent to Singapore for transhipment 
being now sent direct to Europe. The effect of the conference 
is not felt as severely now when. there is such general expansion 
and commercial activity as will be the case should its operations — 
continue until an era of depression occurs. 


The price of Cardiff coal rose to $30=£3 per ton ex wharf at 
the close of the year, partly owing to the scarcity of tonnage 
caused by the demands made on steamships by the South African 
War, and also by the action of the conference, which prevents 
all but certain regular lines of steamers obtaining homeward 
freights at Singapore. 


During the year the line of British steamers plying between 
Singapore, Bangkok, and Borneo was anohased? by a German 
firm, and now sails under the German flag. 


The aggregate trade for the last five years—Inter-Settlement 
trade excluded—shews as follows : —(’000 omitted) 


1895. 


1896. | 1897. 1898. | 1899. 


$ $ $ $ 3 


Merchandise 323,849 | 328,065 | 348,852 | 398,052 | 462,136 
Specie ... 47,343 | 46,999 | 62,515 |* 62,367 | 60,854 
Total 371,192 | 375,064 | 411,367 | 460,419 | 522,990 


The increase in merchandise is thus over 16 per cent. in value. 


IMPORTS. 


The value of imports increased by over 33 million dollars, or 
13:4 per cent. The total amounting to $2464 million dollars, or 
€24} million sterling. 
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Under foodstuffs, opium, sugar, and tapioca, shew the largest 
increases, with smaller advances under spices, provisions, fish, 
medicines, spirits, and malt liquors. 


The largest decline was 5} million dollars in rice. A decrease 
of $645,000 in coffee is to be noted. 


Increases are general in other imported foods. 


Imports of manufactured textiles generally increased, but a 
decline occurred in the value of cotton piece goods. 

Gunnies, silk piece goods, apparel, hosiery, &c., sarongs, cotton, 
blankets, and woollens all increased; grey yarn alone exhibiting 
adecline. Manufactured metals in nearly every class display ad- 
vances, but a falling off in the value of telegraph materials im- 
ported reduces the favourable balance. Hardware and ironware, 
steel, tin plates, corrugated iron, zinc, tools, machinery, and 
copperware exhibit conspicuous increases. 


Miscellaneous manufactured goods shew a serious decrease in 
cement only, but against this increases are widespread and im- 
portant, particularly in paper and paper ware, and fancy goods, 
followed by fireworks, lamps, books, clocks, and matches, joss 
sticks, perfumery, Japanware, paints, crockeryware, &c. 


EXPporrts., 


The value of exports of merchandise from the Colony increased 
by 31 million dollars or 16°9 per cent.; the total export trade 
in 1899 being nearly 216 million dollars or £211 million. 


Increases in imports of foodstuffs and manufactured goods are 
reflected more or less on the export side. 


Produce not used as food increased by 62 million dollars, chiefly 
observable in the enhanced values in guttas and rubbers, copra, 
pan timber, ground nuts, rattans, raw hides, and bark. 

ecreases occurred in the values of gambier and cocoa-nut oil. 


The extraordinary rise in the price of tin, from a little over 
£91 per ton at the beginning of the year to nearly £150 at the 
end of September, though followed by a decline to £103 in 
December, accounts for an increase of no less than £2,300,000 in 
the value of the exports of that metal. 


The weight exported was, however, less, being 759,551 pikuls 
in 1899 against 766,216 pikuls in 1898. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON TRADE. 


The quantity of rice received reached nearly 360,000 tons, of 
which over 315,000 tons were re-exported. Supplies from Ran- 
~ goon fell off by nearly 90,000 tons, while the quantity from Siam 

and Saigon slightly increased. ; 
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Opium imports rose by 611 chests, and represented an enor- 
mously increased value, owing to the price having risen from an 
erase of $696 per chest in 1898 to $805 in 1899, the figures 

elng : — 


$ 
10,053,024 
a 28 12,119,275 


The continued low price of Liberian coffee is restricting cul- 
tivation, and the exports fell 1634 per cent. in quantity and 30} 
per cent. in value. 


A great rise occurred in the price of tapioca, the average for 
the year being $6°84 per pikul against $4'34 in 1898. 

The exports of this product, which exceeded in quantity and 
value those of any previous year, nearly reached 52,000 tons. 

The figures for the last three years are : — 


$ 
1897 39,940 2,563,221) 
1898 47,738 3,480,680 
1899 51,667 5,937,120 


The principal spices as a rule shew well over last year’s figures, 
with the exception of pepper, which has a decrease of about 2 per 
cent. The feature of the year in gums is the extraordinary 
increase in guttas. 

Exports of gutta percha of good and inferior quality reached 
194,000 pikuls compared with 114,000 pikuls in 1898. The ex- 

orts consist of previously imported gutta, very little being pro- 
duos in the Colony. 

Benjamin, sticklac, and copal shew increased quantities, but 
dammar, camphor, and india-rubber fell off. 

From the Celebes and Sumatra greater quantities of rattans 
were received. 
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Exports of gambier decreased, but large stocks, it is believed, 
were held at the close of the year, owing to the low prices then 
ruling. 


Copra has the largest export on record, owing to increased 
importations from the Dutch Indies. 


Tin exports, in spite of the high price, barely reached the last 
year’s record. 


The formation of several large companies for hydraulic sluicing 
of hill sides; the arrival of large numbers of Chinese miners in 
the latter half of the year, and the immigration of many more 
expected in the current year will probably very largely increase 
the production of this metal in the Federated Malay States in 
1900. Nearly 33,000 tons of tin ore were imported for smelting 
in Singapore, all (with the exception of 1,600 tons from the 
Dutch Indies) being from the Malay Peninsula. 


Coal imports exceeded those of previous years. 45,000 tons 
more were received from the United Kingdom. Japan steadily 
retains ‘her hold of this trade, having sent 281,000 tons, an in- 
crease of 18,000 tons, and more than half the total import. 
Imports of both Bengal and Australian coal were smaller, the 
last-named class having been shipped to other eastern parts 
direct. A reduced amount of Borneo coal was also imported. 


Liquid fuel from Cotie, in Dutch Borneo, was brought in to the 
extent of 24,000 tons, and it is probable that trade in this fuel 
will show considerable expansion in the near future. 


Petroleum consignments increased from all places except Su- 
_ matra; supplies from Burma being double the 1898 figures. 


It is noteworthy that the importation in cases and tins of 
Russian oil from Batoum has been entirely superseded by con- 
signments in bulk. 


The rise in the price of Manchester goods towards the latter 
half of 1899 was taken advantage of locally to indent heavily on 
stocks, but delay in making purchases took place, in spite of an 
active market, so that an actual decrease is apparent in piece 
goods imported. 


The share of the United Kingdom in piece goods sent to the 


Colony fell from 82 per cent. of the total quantity and 86 per 


cent. in total value in 1898 to 751 per cent. in quantity and about 
80 per cent. in value. 


The increased proportion received from other countries was 
chiefly in favour of Asiatic countries. 


The large trade in sarongs, slendangs, and kains, which some 
years ago was entirely in the hands of Continental manufac- 
turers, is being rapidly acquired by the United Kingdom, and 


in 1899, for the first time for many years, supplies from the 
United Kingdom exceeded those from all other European ports. 
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Imports of plain yarn from Britain fell off, as is to be expected 
in face of the competition from India, but dyed yarn imports 
increased both from the United Kingdom and the Continent. 


Over 90 per cent. in the value of sewing thread imported, 77 
per cent. of the quantity of handkerchiefs, and over 80 per cent. 
in quantity of cotton blankets, came from the United Kingdom. 


Imports of apparel, millinery, hosiery and prudent from 
Europe show an increase of about £20,000 from the Mother 
Country, and of about £40,000 from the Continent. 


The value of imports from France of umbrellas amounted to 
about £16,000 out of a total trade from that country of about 
£30,000. 


The supply of gunny bags from Calcutta reached a total 
value of about £350,000, an increase of £50,000. 


Metals of all kinds, except telegraph materials and nails, shew 
greater quantities and values. Home manufacturers failed to 
comply with orders for machinery, being unable to cope with the 
business offered; the prices of metals and manufactures were 
very high. ’ 

Omitting telegraph materials, it is seen that the values received 
from the Mother Country increased by 36 per cent., and from the 
Continent by about 14 per cent. 


Machinery imports from Europe and America together are 
valued at £90,000, of which £75,000 came from the United 
Kingdom, the balance being equally divided between the Con- 
tinent and the United States. 


European imports of hardware and ironware valued £200,000 ; 
£115,000 coming from the United Kingdom, over £80,000 from 
the Continent, and the balance from the United States. 


Tron bar and nail rod European imports are valued. at £50,000, 
of which over £40,000 came from the United Kingdom, and the 
balance from the Continent. The whole of the corrugated iron 


trade, valued at £47,000, is with the United Kingdom. 


Tin plates, coming almost entirely from the Mother Country, 
are valued at nearly £60,000. In the nail trade the Continent 
sent goods to the value of £24,000 out of a total of £27,000. 
Zinc sheathing is largely imported from the Continent. Telegraph 
cables and materials imported from the United Kingdom fell 
from a value of £208,000 to £77,000. 


Miscellaneous manufactured goods exhibit increases generally. 
Explosives under various names, which are classified as dyna- 
mite, continue to arrive in large quantities from Germany. 


The cement trade is gradually passing into the hands of 
Continental traders. At one time the Continental imports 
fluctuated between a ninth and a fourth of the amount received 
from England, but in 1899, for the first time, Continental 
imports actually exceed those from the Mother Country. 
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Increasing quantities of American bicycles are imported— 
principally of second and third grade machines, which are sold 
from £7 10s. upwards. The very erp class of British manu- 
facture, which would be bought by Natives and Chinese, is 
entirely absent from this market. 


Imports from the United Kingdom increased by 2} per cent., 
with a total trade of £2,800,000. 


Decreases occurred in cotton piece goods and_ telegraph 
materials, yarn and cement. Most other articles shew increases. 
Exports to the United Kingdom amounted in value to £4,600,000, 
an increase of 67 per cent. This large apparent increase 1s, 
no doubt, in part attributable to the growing custom of optional 
bills of lading. It is not uncommon to have three and four 
ports declared as the optional destination of produce, and as 
shippers allege inability to specify the port, the first named, 
generally London, is taken as the port of consignment, and the 
United Kingdom credited with the goods. 


The extraordinary rise in the value of tin alone accounts for 
£1} million of the increase, guttas and rubbers for £275,000. 
The other headings showing the largest increases are hides, 
rattans, tapioca, and sago. 


Exports of pepper declined. 


Imports from the Continent increased 18 per cent., with a 
total trade of £1,380,000; Germany, Belgium, and Italy being 


the gainers. 


A consignment of artificial indigo from Belgium, the products 
of the Badische Analine and Soda Works, of Ludwigshafen, 
Germany, may fore-shadow the extinction of an important local 
industry. : 


Imports of apparel and hosiery, malt liquors, lamps, dynamite, 
provisions, and hardware from Germany increased. On the 
other hand, matches and cement received from that country de- 
creased. 


From Belgium increased. quantities of crockeryware and zinc 
sheathing were received, but less machinery. 


Imports from Italy of dyed yarn and condensed milk increased ; 
but cotton piece goods received from that country diminished. 


Denmark, with increased shipping facilities, almost doubled 
her previous figures. Sweden sent more matches and bar iron. 
France largely increased her hold on the umbrella trade, and 


the trade with Holland and Austria shows little variation in the 
total value. 


Russian imports are confined to petroleum, which shows an 
increase 1n value owing to rise in price. 


Exports to the Continent increased by 14 per cent., with a total 
value of £23 millions. : 
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Our exports to France alone exceeded in value those to all 
the other continental countries combined, with an increase of 
over 40 per cent., and a trade of £1? millions. This again may 
be partly due to the use of optional bills of lading; the chief 
increases occurring in copra, tin, guttas, rubbers, tapioca, and 
rattans, while a smaller value of coffee and white pepper were 
sent to that country. 


Exports to Germany show a trifling increase in the total value 
sent, chiefly in pepper, but there was a decline in tin, gambier, 
and copra. 


Exports to Italy increased chiefly in tin, copra, and sago flour. 
The value of pepper exported, however, was less. 


Consignments to Austria of copra and pepper increased. 


A fall of half the whole trade took place in the case of Holland, 
caused by the falling off in tin sent, but the remarks relative to 
optional bills of lading are very applicable in this case. An 
apparent decrease occurred in sago flour sent to Holland. 


To Russia less copra, tin, and pepper were sent. 


Imports from the United States rose from £80,000 to £130,000, 
and the exports to that country from £2} million to nearly £3 
million. 

Petroleum, lard and tallow, clocks and watches, and metals 

enerally account for the increased imports. Tin contributed the 
increase in exports. 


Heavy declines occurred in gambier, coffee, copal, and rattans 
ea nore’ 

Imports from the Dutch Indies increased by 22 per cenf., chiefly 
in copra, guttas, rubbers, tin ore, sugar, raw cotton, ground nuts, 
oils, live animals, spices, fish, gums generally, rice and produce 
generally. 


Coffee, rattans, gambier, black pepper, tin, tobacco, charcoal, 
planks, teel seeds, and gum copal decreased. 


Exports to Dutch Indies totalled nearly the same value as in 
1898, but increased to Java and Dutch Borneo. 


Fish, cotton goods, oil cakes, gunnies, opium, and sarongs, 
&c., sent, all shew increases, rice, cocoa-nut oil, wheat flour, 
matches, coffee, confectionery, and cattle declined. 


There was a decreased import trade with India and Burma of 
7 per cent. more than accounted for by the fall in the value of 
rice received from Rangoon, owing probably to famine demands 
in India. 

Imports of opium, gunnies, cotton piece goods, oil cakes, live 
animals, books, fruits, ghee, and twine increased. A fall in the 
value of coal and plain yarn are the only other declines of note. 


_ The exports to India show a small increase, chiefly in areca- 
nuts, rice, sago, gambier, apparel, sugar, matches, and fish, 
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while those of tin, pepper, camphor, teel seeds, coffee, and petro- 
leum decreased. 


Trade with the States of the Malay Peninsula shows an in- 
crease in imports of over 43 per cent., tin and tin ore accountin 
for the greater portion; pepper, arecanuts, gambier, copra, tapi- 
oca, curry stuff, live animals, rattans, &c. for the remainder. 

Exports to the Peninsula increased 7 per cent., opium, swine, 
machinery, cotton, lard, kachang oil, tobacco, and sugar con- 
tributing to the expansion. Exports of rice show a large 
decline; smaller decreases occurred in apparel, cement, and 
gunnies sent. 


Trade with Siam and Siamese States increased slightly, both 
in imports and exports, chiefly owing to an increase in tin, 
and to a much smaller extent in cattle, rice, and bark. The value 
of exports of bran, silk piece goods, black pepper and timber, 
sugar and gunnies iaegele increased. 


Exports of cotton goods fell off largely. 


Hongkong and China trade rose by 21 per cent. in imports, 
mainly seen in medicines, provisions, paper, tea, silk piece goods, 
apparel, and hosiery. 

Exports chronicle a small increase, especially noticeable in 
raw cotton, black pepper, and timber. A large decrease occurred 
in rice exports. 

French Indo-China trade increased 13 per cent. in imports, and 
fell off slightly in exports. The export trade is being slowly 
killed by increased protective duties, against which even the 
French colonial merchants protest in vain. 


Imports from Japan of apparel, hosiery, japanware, and coal 
increased. The smaller exports of rice more than account for 
the heavy decrease in the total value of our export trade with that 
country. 


It should not be overlooked that, in the several cases where 
large increases are noted in tin and tin ore, they are almost 
entirely due to the abnormally high price of that metal in 1899; 
a oon price in 1898 being £69 6s. 8d. a ton, and in 1899 
£121. 


Attention is also called to the fact that a correct estimation 
of our trade with the different countries of Europe is becoming 
impossible, owing to the large adoption of optional bills of lading. 
Where goods are exported under optional bills of lading, the 
country first mentioned is credited with their contents, and there 
exist at present no means of ascertaining the actual destination 
of the goods. 


Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES. 


There are practically no mines in the Colony. The tin deposits 
of Malacca are usually left undisturbed, though prospectors visit 
the Settlement from time to time, and small quantities of the 
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metal are still exported. The rich deposits of the rapidly 
developing Federated Malay States attract all the most experi- 
enced miners. No other metal has ever been mined in the 
Colony, though traces of the gold-bearing quartz veins of the 
interior are found within the boundaries of Malacca. 


The laterite deposits of Singapore and Malacca supply an ex- 
cellent and cheap metalling for the country roads, while granite 
of good quality from the islands to the east of Singapore is used 
for the roads of the town. 


Laterite is absent from the Island of Penang, and from Pro- 
vince Wellesley. The roads in that settlement being formed of 
granite, which is abundant in every locality where the land rises 
much above sea level. 


The Colony has few manufactures, the prosperity of the towns 
of Singapore and Penang being due to their positions as collecting 
and distributing centres for the trade of the surrounding coun- 
tires. Singapore, however, has the largest tin-smelting works 
in the world; 31,567 tons of ore were converted into tin at these 
works in 1899. 


The fisheries of the Colony are very rich, and give occupation 
to a large number of people. Most of the fish caught near Rings: 
pore and Penang is consumed fresh. That oe t at the Dind- 
ings is salted for consumption in Penang and Perak. In both 
Penang and Malacca large quantities of a very small species of 
shrimp are manufactured into “ belachan””—a favourite native 
condiment for eating with curry. 

Large establishments for the tinning of pine-apples exist in 
Singapore, where this industry first originated, and which is still 
the se source of supply to the Raronenn and Australian 
markets. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL 
STATIONS. 


Coco-nuts are very widely grown throughout the Colony, the 
largest plantations existing in Penang and Province Wellesley. 

Singapore is not an agricultural settlement, but coco-nuts are 
grown round the coast, and pine-apples for the tinning manufac- 


' tories cover most of the hills within easy reach of the town. 


Indigo is grown for local use in dyeing the cloth used by the 
Chinese. 


In Penang, after coco-nuts and padi, the chief products are 
sugar from European and Chinese estates, the former being the 
largest and most important, with the most modern machinery ; 
tapioca from one large European owned estate, and spices culti- 
vated by Chinese on the hills. 


Large fruit plantations also exist, which supply the towns in 
the Settlement and Perak. 


Rubber cultivation is also attracting attention. 
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A very successful agricultural show was held at Butterworth, 
in Province Wellesley. 


In Malacca are large and profitable tapioca estates, owned ex- 
clusively by Chinese. The method of cultivation is wasteful. 
Forest land is cleared and planted with three crops or four crops 
(the plant takes from 18 to 24 months to mature), and then 
abandoned. Much land, however, is fit for cultivation again after 
lying fallow from 15 to 20 years, and it has, as yet, been found 
impossible to cultivate tapioca profitably in this settlement in 
any other manner. 


The price of this product rose during the year to nearly double 
the average of the last few years, and in consequence there was 
an agen deniaad for land, no less than 10,985 acres being aliena- 
ted during 1899 for tapioca cultivation. 


Coco-nuts are largely grown along the littoral, and the Malay 
ee plant padi sufficient for their own consumption. 

ome rice has always to be imported for the Chinese in the town, 
and on the large estates. 


Malacca is famed for its fruit, and is one of the chief sources 
of fruit supply to Singapore. 

The low price of gambier during recent years has caused this 
cultivation to be much neglected. 


The tea estate at Durian Tunggal produces tea of good quality. 
The ae under cultivation has been extended, and new machinery 
erected. 


Rubber ie attracting the attention of Chinese estate owners, 
and is being largely planted on the Bukit Asahan estate, owned 
by a Chinese syndicate. Both Para rubber (Hevea Brasiliensis) 
and india rubber (Ficus Elastica) thrive in the settlement, and 
the cultivation is only limited by the difficulty in obtaining seed 
and cuttings. The Government plantations of both these trees 
should, in a few years, be capable of supplying all demands. 


Towards the close of the year preparations were made for start- 


ing a large Government plantation of gutta-percha-producing 
trees. 


The Botanical Gardens of Singapore and Penang continue to 
supply planters with seeds and plants. 


SHIPPING. 


The total tonnage of merchant vessels arriving and departing 
was 13,187,010, as compared with 12,661,442 in 1898. The Light 
dues amounted to $114,501-°39, 


Two hundred and ninety-eight new vessels, aggregating 7,273 
tons, were built in Singapore during the year. 
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


The principal schools of the Colony are either entirely main- 
tained by Government or in receipt of a substantial Grant-in-Aid. 
There are 31 schools in which the English language is alone 
taught, 10 schools in which Tamil is taught as well as English, 
2 schools in which Chinese only is taught, and 168 schools in 
which Malay is the only medium of instruction. 


The expenditure on Government English schools was $28,032, 

ote os Aided schools (English, ‘Anglo-Tamil, and Chinese) 
,338. 

The Malay schools, all of which are entirely supported by 
Government, cost $57,807. 

Compared with other Colonies, public instruction is decidedly 
backward; there are several reasons for this—the demand for 
hae instructed in English is so great that the supply barely 

eeps pace with 1t; any youth who knows sufficient English to 
write a decent letter is sure of employment at once, aah ceases 
to carry his studies further. 

Parents are not sufficiently alive to the importance of their 
children being well instructed, and they will not make the sacri- 
my ian to allow their children being sufficiently long at - 
school. 

Again, the language difficulty is very great. The vast majority 
of pupils in the English-teaching schools never hear a word 
of that language at home. The language of the play-ground, 
and of the lowest classes in every school is Malay—and Mala 
of a very low and elementary type. The language of the pupil 
at home is generally some dialect of Chinese, Tamil, or Malay. 
This renders the task of acquiring English thoroughly and 
idiomatically very difficult. 

There are no organized technical or industrial schools in the 
Colony. <A certain amount of practical instruction is, however, 
obtainable in mills, work-shops, and building-yards, and indus- 
trial scholarships are granted to enable boys to support them- 
selves during the period of their apprenticeships. Two such 
scholarships were awarded in 1899. 

Two valuable scholarships, known as the Queen’s Scholarships, 
of the value of £200* a year for 4 years, are annually awarded 
after competitive examination to enable the best instructed youths 
from the Colony to continue their studies at a British residential 
University. One of these students obtained his degree in first 
class honours in natural science during the year 1899. Higher 
education is also fostered by the grant of local Government 


* Increased in 1900 to £250. 
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scholarships, and of a bonus for passes in the Cambridge Senior 


Locals. 


The number of pupils in the English-teaching schools of the 
Colony has been yearly increasing. One Government English 
school was closed during the year as being unnecessary, the pupils 
for the most part joining the large and efficient Penang Free 
School. Two new Grant-in-Aid schools were opened. 


In Vernacular instruction the year was marked by the sanction 
given to the establishment of a Malay Training College for 
teachers at Malacca, the creation of scholarships to enable Malay 
boys to receive free instruction in English, and the poe feats 
tion of Tunku Syed Husain’s Home at Penang, to enable poor 


scholars from the country to obtain board and lodging while 
attending town schools. | 


_ A new education code was passed; it substitutes a grant by 
inspection for the former system of grants by result of individual 
examination of each scholar. Schools now receive Government 
aid in the form of a capitation grant, varying according to the 
classification of the school as a whole; and the older methods, 
which made the finances of a school dependent in a great measure 


upon the uncertain results of a single examination, have now 
been done away with. 


LEGISLATION. 


Thirty-five meetings of the Legislative Council were held dur- 


ing the year, and 22 Ordinances were passed. Of these the more 
important ones are : — 


Ordinance I., of 1899, to regulate the manufacture, use, sale, 
deine transport, importation, and exportation of explosive sub- 
stances. 


Ordinance IV., of 1899, to provide for the issue of Government 
paper currency. 


Ordinance V., of 1899, to repeal and re-enact with amendments 
“The Lepers’ Ordinance, 1898.” 


Ordinance VII., of 1899, for the protection of Indian immi- 
grants. 


Ordinance VIII., of 1899, to regulate the construction of a - 


railway through a portion of Province Wellesley, and 
Ordinance XX., of 1899, to prevent the propagation of plague. 
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GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


HospPiTALs. 


Except the Chinese hospital at Singapore, all the. general 
hospitals in the Colony are under Government management. 
The plantation hospitals on the sugar estates at Province 
Wellesley maintained by the planters, are frequently visited by 
Government officers. In 1899, the principal causes for 
admission were malaria, beri-beri and venereal disease. 


There was a slight outbreak of plague in Penang during May, 
June, and July. Forty-nine cases occurred, resulting in 37 
eee The origin of the outbreak was not definitely ascer- 

ined. 


Cholera caused two deaths in Singapore, and one death in 
Penang. Cases of small-pox continued to be reported from all 
three Settlements, the numbers being— 


Settlement. | Cases. Deaths. 
Singapore Mea es seta a 339 106 
Penang and Province Wellesley _... 707 163 
Malacca ... ass hs Ses vile 47 4 


The hospitals (exclusive of the lunatic asylum) received in the 
year 23,260 new patients. The Government maintains a lunatic 
asylum at Singapore, a leper asylum at Singapore, and another at 
Pulau Jerejak—an island close to Penang. The year began with 
173 lunatics in the asylum, and the number had increased to 
178 on the 3lst December, 1899. 


Cases of beri-beri occurred in the asylum throughout the year. 
The quarantine regulations were admirably carried out during 


Savinecs Bank. 


There was a steady increase in savings bank transactions as 
compared with the preceding year, and the amount standing to 
the credit of depositors at the close of the year was $431,263, an 
increase of $20,347 as compared with 1898. The deposits 
amounted to $316,017, and withdrawals to $297,411. 
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The total of investments at the end of the year amounted to 
$419,907, the particulars of which are as follows, viz.:—: 


Indian 3} per cent. rupee paper, $273,391. 


Singapore municipal debenture stock, $48,000 bearing interest 
@ 5 per cent., and $57,000 @ 4 per cent. = $105,000. 


Fixed deposits at Chartered Bank bearing interest @ 4 per 
cent., $33,000. 


Cape stock bearing interest @ 3 per cent., $8,516. 


POLICE, PRISONS, AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The following changes, which were authorised in 1898, were 
carried out during the year : — 


Increases.—T wo chief detective inspectors were appointed. 


Fourteen European constables were enrolled, of whom twelve 
came from England. It was not found possible to bring the 
number of sergeants up to the estimate provided for, owing to 


the absence of constables qualified by conduct and experience for 
promotion. 


Decreases.—Three inspectorships, which fell vacant, were ab- 


sorbed. 


On Ist January, 1899, the force was one drill instructor, eight 
sergeants, and five constables under strength, and on the 31st 


December, one inspector and five sergeants under strength, and 
one constable over strength. 


One inspector was added during the year to the Singapore force 
for duty with the marine police. 


There is no difficulty in keeping the Sikh contingent up to 
full strength with good men. 


_ The general rise of wages throughout the Colony has been pre- 
judicial to the enlistment of Malays. 


No Klings or Bengalis are now enlisted for the Malay contin- 
gent in Singapore, which tends to keep it below strength, but 
taking the three Settlements as a whole the contingent has been 
kept fairly up to strength. 


There have been no disturbances. 
The detective force has worked fairly well. 


22 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


There were twenty cases of murder, and sixteen of gang- 


robbery. 


There has been much less serious gambling in Singapore than 
in 1898, but it is still rife in Penang. Lotteries are somewhat 


common in Singapore. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


The population of the Colony, which was 512,342 by the 
census of 1891, is now estimated to be 604,916. During the 


‘year 1899 there were registered 14,537 births, of which 7,598 


were of male and 6,939 of female children. The number of deaths 
registered was 19,150 as compared with 18,032 in 1898. 

The public health of the Colony during 1899 was fairly good, 
the death rate being very slightly higher an that for 1898 (31°66 
as against 30°43). 

Except for small-pox, the Colony was remarkably free from 
zymotic disease in 1899. A very limited outbreak of plague 
occurred in Penang, but was soon stamped out. 

The arrangements described three years age for the registra- 
ae deaths have been continued during 1899 with satisfactory 
results. 


In Singapore and Penang the general arrangements for the 


sanitation of the populace are carried out by the municipality, 


and both places enjoy a good water supply. 


The town of Malacca, and the villages of Balik Pulau, in the 
island of Penang, Bukit Mertajam, Butterworth, Prye (and the 
adjacent sugar estate), and Nibong Tebal, in Province Wellesley, 
enjoy water supplies from reservoirs erected and maintained at 
Government expense. 


CLIMATE. 


The mean temperature of the Colony was 80:0 Fahrenheit. 
The mean rainfall was, in inches, 10860 in Singapore; 131:22 
in Penang; 96°91 in the Dindings; 117-62 in Province Welles- 
ley ; and 14-25 in Malacca. The greatest fall in 24 hours was 


9:30 inches at Penang on the 5th September. At Government 


Hill station, Penang, as much as 27-92 inches of rain was recorded 
in one month (August). 


The monsoon winds make themselves felt at Singapore some 
two or three weeks later than in the Indian Ocean. 


ES 
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POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


sd 


During the year under review 8,068,788 articles passed through 
‘the Postal Department of the Colony as compared with 6,660,968 
in 1898. The registration, insurance, and parcel post branches, 
as well as the Chinese sub-post office, all continue to show steady 
progress. The postal revenue amounted to $227,271, as com- 
pared with $234,860 for 1898. Imperial penny postage was 1n- 
troduced on Christmas day, 1898, and the first year’s 
working has thus resulted in only the very small decrease of 
revenue, $7,589 or 3} per cent. This is a triumphant vindication 
of the arguments of the advocates of universal penny postage. 
There is little doubt that the receipts in 1900 will more than 
cover the small loss in 1899, and that the accustomed yearly 
increase of postal revenue will be resumed. The expenditure 
charged to 1899 was $211,958, being an increase of $6,973 as 
compared with the expenditure of the year before. 


The sum payable as the Colony’s share of the amount due to 
the Peninsular and Oriental Company, under the new mail con- 
tract, is still undecided. 


The money order business continues to increase. The trans- 
actions in sterling amounted to £15,646, in Indian currency to 
nearly Rs.1,296,162, and in local currency to $328,812; the total 


in 1898. 


_ business done aggregated $1,374,520 against a total of $1,141,606 


The Government owns the telegraphs in Penang and Province 
Wellesley, and also the inland telegraphs at Malacca, which are 
all connected with the Government lines in the Federated Malay 
States. The cables between the Settlements which form the 
Colony, belong to the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company. 
The mileage belonging to Government is as follows: — 


Penang Settlement nearly _.... 85 miles. 
Malacca sak ave 36 Cs, 

The Government telephone lines in Singapore are maintained 
and worked by acompany. In Penang, Province Wellesley, and 
Malacca pa are worked by the Government. Three hundred 


and nine miles of wire are open, which are the property of the 
Government. 
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MILITARY. 


The garrison of Singapore consists of Her Majesty’s regular 
forces and Asiatic artillery. No militia force exists. 


A valuable volunteer artillery force, 105 strong, exists in Singe- 
pore; only Europeans are enlisted in it. 

Its principal armament consists of a complete battery of six 
25-inch R.M.L. screw guns, utilised with 7 pr. limbers as a 
field battery with pony draught, an experiment which has proved 
successful. It also possesses some Maxim guns (‘45), in the use 
of which it is proficient. A volunteer rifle corps is in course of 
formation. .- 


During the year a movement was set on foot among the British 
residents of Penang which resulted in the enrolment of a volun- 
teer infantry. corps, 150 strong. The corps received a great deal 
of local support, and was almost immediately brought up to full 
strength. Its armament consists of Martini-Enfield rifles with 
sword bayonets. 


The constabulary force exceeds 1,900 men, of whom more than 
300 are Sikhs. They are well drilled and armed. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The boundary between the Settlement of Malacca and the State 
of Johol, the settlement of which had been deferred pending the 
fixing of the Malacca-Muar boundary, was agreed upon in Novem- 
ber, at @ conference consisting of the Resident Councillor, 
Malacca, the British Resident, Negri Sembilan, and two of the 
Negri Sembilan Chiefs. It was subsequently confirmed by the 
Officer Administering the Government, and by the Yang Di Per 
Tuan, of ‘the Negri Sembilan, with the advice of the British 
Resident. It will be permanently demarcated during the current 
year, and follows the line which has long been observed as the 
boundary. 

The first railway in the Colony, from Prai to Bukit Mertajam, 
being the first section of the line through Province Wellesley to 
join the Perak railway system, which is being constructed 
by the Federated Malay States Government, was opened by the 
late Governor Sir C. Mitchell on the 28th of June. 

Though the section opened is under 7 miles in length, a large 
passenger traffic was at once developed, the numbers carried dur- 
ing the remaining six months of the year being 104,704. 
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The long proposed railway from the town of Singapore to the 
Straits dividing the Island from Johore and the Peninsula, was 
approved by the Legislative Council, and preparations made to 
commence its construction early in 1900. 


Work was commenced on the new iron pier and. wharf at 
Penang. 


Other important works were:—In Singapore, the completion 
of the Asiatic artillery barracks, quarters for hospital sergeant at 
Blakang Mati, and the Tanglin water supply. 


The emplacements for the quick-firing armament of the har- 
bour defence forts were completed by the Royal Engineers, and 
the guns mounted. 


Substantial progress was made with the new civil prison, the 
reformatory, and with the erection of quarters for the senior 
police officers. 


Four miles were added to the road system. 


In Penang progress was made with new quarters for the Super- 
intendent of Police, and for the Assistant Postmaster-General 


The large block of buildings to accommodate the Marine 
Department boarding officers and lascars and the Marine Police 
was commenced. 


A large new police station was built at Jalan Bahru, near the 
Prai terminus of the Province Wellesley railway. 


The Nibong Tebal water supply was improved, and the 
construction of a new and more elevated reservoir for Balik 
Pulau commenced. 


In Malacca a new ward was added to the Durian Daun hospital, 
and the telephone system was extended. 


The roads were well maintained, and a number of timber cul- 
verts and bridge abutments renewed in masonry. 


Owing to the prevalence of plague in Hong Kong, coolie immi- 
Siete from that port was entirely prohibited from June to 

ctober, and from the rest of China from June until August. 
Notwithstanding this restriction, the number of Chinese immi- 
grants (149,697, including 7,717 women) was in excess of the 
average of the last ten years. The figures for the last three 
years are: — 


Year. | Male. Female. Total. 
1897 is Pes ne ees 101,722 8,271 114,978 
1898 aa vr eek Pp 124,412 9,146 133,558 


1899 see a ses oes 141,980 | 7,717 149,697 


* In addition to these immigrants 4,985 children arrived. 
6784 C 
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The lamentable disproportion between the sexes tends to in- 
crepse. ? . 


The supply of labour was far below the demand. 


A South African War Relief Fund was opened in Singapore by 
the editor of the Straits Times, and largely subscribed to. Other 
funds were opened in Penang, Malacca, and in the Federated 
Malay States. 


A large public meeting was held on the 30th December, when 
the Stracts Times fund was merged in a general fund, to be 
organised by a representative committee appointed at the meeting. 


A case of plague was detected in Penang on the 11th of May, 
and between that date and the 16th July 49 cases were reported, 
of which 37 proved fatal. Vigorous and successful steps were 
taken to stamp out the disease, and no cases occurred after the 
16th July. The outbreak caused considerable loss to Penang, as 
its trade was seriously impeded by the quarantine regulations 
imposed by foreign powers. 


A large sum was also spent by the pen eet in sanitary 

measures taken to suppress the ae A pleasing feature of 

the outbreak was the assistance rendered by all races in carry- 

ing out the measures advised by the medical officers. This con- 

trasts very favourably with the rioting and bigoted opposition to 

rece and segregation met with in India and elsewhere in 
sla. 


German trade flourished during the year, and a fleet of eleven 
steamers trading to Siam, Borneo, and Hong Kong, with an 
aggregate tonnage of 8,621 tons, was transferred from the 
British to the German flag as feeders to the German mail line 
from Hamburg to China. 


This large German mail line also commenced running their 
boats fortnightly instead of monthly, and far larger and finer 
boats than the Peninsular and Oriental use on their eastern 
section were placed on the line. 


The doubling of the German line, and the purchase of the 
Bangkok-Singapore fleet of 11 vessels, and other extensions of 
German shipping in Eastern waters, has probably been much 
hastened, if not directly caused, by the large profits now being 
realised by members of the Shipping Conference. This confer- 
ence is a confederation of all the regular lines of steamers runnin 
between China and Europe. They fix the rates of freight, an 
allow to all merchants shipping exclusively by Conference 
steamers a rebate of 10 per cent. 


This rebate is paid at the end of each year, and is forfeited if 
the merchant ships goods by any outside steamer, or otherwise 
breaks the Conference regulations. The result, of course, is that 
all must ship by Conference steamers, as other boats are few and 
uncertain. The effect of the Conference has been to raise freight 
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Pp London from a normal rate of from 23/- to 27/- a ton to one g 
fro 


m 37/6 to 52/6. Freights, when the Conference started, had 
owing to excess of competing tonnage, aunber as low as 15/- 
per ton, and even less in some cases. This led to the Conference, 
and, though its members are now profiting largely by the high 
freights they receive, its effects are likely to be very injurious to 
British trade. 


Some of the effects so far have been— 
(a.) The rapid extension of German shipping in the far East. 


(b.) Rise in the price of coal, owing to colliers being unable to 
obtain return freights from conference ports. This will probably 
cause, and perhaps has already caused, steamers to avoid coaling 
at Singapore where possible. 


(c.) The extinction of shipments vid the Cape of Good Hope 
which is forbidden by the conference. 


(d.) The restriction of all trade with Europe to steamers of the 
Conference lines. 


(e.) Lower rates of freight to countries to which Conference 
regulations do not extend. Thus freights to London and Europe 
are from 50 per cent. to nearly 100 per cent. dearer than to New 
York, though the distance is much less. 


The high price of rice noticed in last year’s report continued. 


Owing to this, and the rapid expansion of trade in the Colony 
and the Federated Malay States, the rate of wages continued to 
increase. Town lands rose in value. House rents have been 
steadily rising for some years past. 


The scheme for the erection of a railway to the summit of 
Penang Hill, the only hill sanitarium in the Colony, took definite 
shape. A company styled the “ Penang Hills Railway Company, 
Limited,” was formed, and an Ordinance (No. XIX., of 1899) 


Ea yiving the company the necessary powers to construct the 
ine. 


The sanitarium on Penang Hill was formerly frequented by 
invalids from stations as far distant as Calcutta and Madras, 
before the hill stations of India were easily accessible. 


In more recent years it has become the favourite health resort 
for Kuropeans in the Colony and Federated Malay States as well 
as from the Dutch Settlements in East and Northern Sumatra, 


no means of ready access to the extensive mountain ranges of that 
island yet existing. 


The elevation of the inhabited portion of Penang Hill varies 
between 2,550 and 2,000 feet; this, combined with its proximity 
to the sea, gives it a perfect climate, and when the railway has 
been constructed it will be within an hour’s journey from the 
town and harbour. 


TRAITS 
SattLa- 
MEATS, 
1809 


Eee 
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The sudden death of the Governor on the 7th of December, 
from a stroke of paralysis after less than one day’s illness, threw 
a gloom over the closing month of the year. Sir Charles Mitchell 
had been amongst us nearly six years, and was universally liked 
by all classes of the community, and esteemed as a valued friend 
by all who knew him. 


WALTER EGERTON, 
Acting Colonial Secretary, Strasts Settlements. 


Singapore, 
July 23rd, 1900. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. | Colony. Year. 


278 | British Honduras ne aoe a uae 1898 


279 | Mauritius and pose ap mais as . 
280 | Grenada.. beg Sele ses oe - 
381 | St. Vincent es ne ia ie * pate . 
282 | Hong — sie ss ges - _ 
283 | Jamaica. na se be ste ... | 1898-99 
284 ss si St ae 1898 


Lagos... 
285 | Seychelles Sie ve ad 
286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling ‘Telands ” 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements... fe ar sci 1898 
288 | Basutoland 36% a ge «- | 1898-99 
289 | Niger Coast Protectorate ae sais - 
1897-98 & 


290 | British Guiana ... ae dens cae 1898-99 


291 | Falkland Islands eis sai tee ase 1899 
292 | British New Guinea ... des ne ... | 1898-99 


293 | Bermuda vee su or sa Se 1899 
294 | Barbados its ie fea Ses ae $5 
295 | Malta... sae be ses spas sae . 
296 | Fiji ve soe eis ‘ats see 
297 Turks and Caicos ube a sige - ea 
298 | Bahamas... wee Bae ag oe oe = 
299 | Sierra Leone a = ee — sus 3 
300 | Gambia ... a aus 3 bet a < 
301 | Seychelles Hee ~— ae S34 es 
302 | Mauritius and Rodrigues ae ae Seed - 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No | Colony. | Subject. 
I 

1 | Gold Coast... ave ... | Economic Agriculture. . 

2 | Zululand ... ou ... | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone sa ... | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada ie aoe .- | Emigration. 

> ' Bahamas ... ees ... | Sisal Industry. 

6 ' Hong Kong see ... | Bubonic Plague. 

7 - Newfoundland _... ... | Mineral Resources. 

8 | Western Pacific ... ... | British Solomon Islands. 

9 | Dominica ... as ... | Agriculture. 

10 | Virgin Islands... -- | Condition during 1397. 
11 | Grenada .... se ... | Agriculture in Carriacou. 


12 | Anguilla ... - ... ... | Vital Statistics, 1898. 
13. | Cook Islands uig .. | Trade, 1899. 
14 | Bahamas ... Ses ... | Fibre Industry. 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 


PRIMARY. 


33. The following table shows the number of Primary Schools, 
Government and Assisted, in the Colony :— 


Denomination. | Number. | 

! | 

Government | 57 | 

Roman Catholic | 67 

Church of England Sea: 1 ade | 49 | 

Canadian Mission (Presbyterian) 48, 
Wesleyan ... ade et. hae 11 
Moravian ... aie nes sus 8 

Total ... eae sae 240 ! 


The cost of the Government schools last year, exclusive of 
administration and inspection, was £10,000, and the Government’s 
contribution to the denominational schools over £22,000. The 
fees paid amounted to less than £2,500. The total number of 
children on the rolls was over 30,000, and the average attendance 
under 20,000. Attendance is voluntary, but the percentage of 
children who never attend any school is so large that the case 
for “Free and Compulsory Education” is very strong. The 
percentage of persons married last year who were unable to 
write was 40°3, being larger than in any other year since 1895 ; 
and another argument for Compulsory Education is to be found 
in the Prison Statistics to which reference is made in this report. 
It is said that Education unfits the people for agricultural 
life, but special efforts are now being made to adapt the 
elementary school course to the needs of an agricultural country ; 
and from the beginning of 1901 agriculture will be a com- 
pulsory subject in the primary schools. To teach the teachers 
is of course a difficulty, but the courses of instruction 
ver by the Government Analyst and the Superintendent of 

otanic Gardens have been well attended and much appreciated. 
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SECONDARY. 


34, For secondary education Trinidad depends on the Queen’s 
Royal College, a Government undenominational institution with 
nearly 100 boys, and its affiliated colleges. There are entrance 
exhibitions from the elementary schools, and exhibitions from 
the colleges, tenable at English Universities and other educational 
institutions. The affiliated colleges are St. Mary’s College, a 
Roman Catholic School which has twice as many pupils as the 
Royal College, and a school managed by the Canadian Mission, 
which was after examination admitted last year to the privileges 
of affiliation. 


TECHNICAL. 


35. Practical Chemistry is taught at the Government 
Laboratory in connection with the Royal College, and in the 
interests of secondary agricultural education, a system of cadet- 
ships was introduced last year at the St. Clair Experimental 
Grounds, where the Superintendent of the Gardens has already 
half a dozen apprentices under instruction. Apprenticeship is 
also about to be introduced in the Government Printing Press. 
The facilities for technical education of other sorts are few. 
The Victoria Institute, which controls itself but receives a 
subsidy from the Government, has made a commencement in this 
direction, and its building and commercial classes have been well 
attended in the past year. There are however two difficulties 
to be overcome. The wish to attain a higher standard must 
be created in the artisan and then the means must be found to 
satisfy it. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


MEDICAL. 


36. Reference has already been made to the [Educational 
Institutions. Those subordinated to the Medical Department 
are more conspicuous. The Colonial ca one at Port-of-Spain 
is one of the handsomest buildings of the oy and well found 
in every way. In former years the number of its patients has 
been swelled by the presence of chronic cases and malingerers 
attracted by its comfort. In 1898 the number of beds was 581. 
Last year a reduction was made in the interests of economy, and 
the beds will in future be limited to 320. In the same way the 
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number of beds in the Colonial Hospital at San Fernando will 
in future be reduced from 205 to 120. More stringent rules as 
to admission have also been applied to the district hospitals. 
There are eight of these and three separate dispensaries. The 
effect of retrenchment has been to a great extent neutralized by 
the necessity of coping with the increase—or increased recogni- 
tion—of yaws, both in Trinidad and Tobago. A special hospital 
for the treatment of this curable but insidious disease was built 
last year at Arima, and 15 yaws dispensaries have been opened 
in Trinidad and Tobago. 


LUNATICS. 


37. A second increase in expenditure was incidental to the 
removal of the Lunatic Asylum to its new quarters. This fine 
building erected at a cost of nearly £50,000 (of which four- 
fifths has been charged to Loan Funds) has been occupied this 
year. In the old building the humanity of treatment required 
by modern sentiment was impossible. 


LEPERS. 


No change has taken place in the Leper Asylum, whick is 
under the management of the Little Sisters of St. Dominic, 
with a Government Medical Superintendent. Accommodation 
will be provided in the House of Refuge for 150 chronic cases 
banished from the hospital. As there is no Poor Law depart- 
ment, this poor house is classified as a medical institution. 
Hence the economy effected by the removal of the old people 
from the hospital will not result in an immediate reduction of 
the total expenditure chargeable to the Medical Department, but 
future applicants will not find admission to the House of Refuge 
ax easy as it was to the Hospital. 


PAvUPERS. 


The House of Refuge, which had 224 inmates at the end of 
1899, as against 232 at the end of 1898, aiiords practically the 
only form of non-medical poor relief provided by the Govern- 
ment. The Wardens have small sums at their disposal which 
are applicable to expenditure incidental to medical relief, and 
when laxity in the administration of the Wardens’ funds has 
been permitted applicants have rapidly multiplied, but this laxity 
has never been allowed to proceed far enough to produce a 
pauper class, and the Colony is fortunately free from any poor 
aw. 


The whole of the Colony is divided into medical districts, each 
of which, with one exception, is under the care of a Government 
Medical Officer. In one case the statutory services have since 
last year been performed by contract by a qualified medical man; 
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and it is proposed to extend this system as opportunity offer 
Last year there were 28 Government Medical Officers and 6 
salaried Supernumeraries. The total expenditure chargeable to 
the Medical vote last year was £65,972 as against £65,695 in 
1898. Of this about £43,000 is attributable to the Medical 
service proper. The rest was spent on the maintenance of 
lunatics (£8,500), lepers (£4,600), and paupers (£3,500), and on 
vaccination, quarantine, and other preventive services. 


REFORMATORIES, 


Other curative institutions are two reformatories and two 
certified industrial schools. One of each class is under the care 
of the English and Roman Catholic Churches respectively. 


Savines Bank. 


38. The business of the Government Savings Bank continues 
to grow. Its balance at the end of 1899 was £255,928. At 
the end of 1880 it was £43,684. The deposits in 1899 were 
£222,136, the withdrawals £213,563. New accounts were 
opened to the number of 4,517. Of 12,549 depositors, 5,336 
were labourers. | 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


POLICE. 


39. The Police Force consists of five officers, and 556 warrant 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and constables. 


PRISONS. 


40. The prisons have under their present management attained 
a high level of efficiency, and the Inspector’s reports are horne 
out by both criminal statistics and economic results. In the case 
of a few remote districts of Trinidad prisoners committed sum- 
marily for a few days necessarily serve out their sentence at the 
local police station, which is licensed for the purpose as a district 
rison; and the old Tobago Prison has now been similarl 
icensed. In all other cases the prisoner is committed to the 
Royal Gaol, of which the male branch is in Port-of-Spain, and 
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the female at St. James’s. Males sentenced to long terms are TRINIDAD 


transferred to the convict depét at Carrera, an island in the Gulf ,, AND 


: TOBAGO, 
of Paria. 1899, 


41. Each prisoner occupies a separate cell. The staple occu- 
pations of the male convicts are quarrying and breaking stones, 
and fibre picking ; but those undergoing long sentences are en- 
couraged to learna trade. The value of the labour done by con- 
victs in 1899 for other Government departments is estimated at 
over £3,000. Deterrent as are the conditions, anemic prisoners 
benefit in health by their stay in gaol. The cost of the prisons 
last year was £7,900. In 1898 it was £8,500, having reached 
that figure by annual decreases from £10,500 in 1894. In the 
same period the number of prisoners has been reduced from 559 
to 426. It must, however, be admitted that the reduction is 
mainly due to the decrease in breaches of the Immigration Law. 
It is noteworthy that though the number of convicts admitted 
for the third time or over, that is to say of habitual offenders, 
has increased with the increase of population, the number of 
second admissions has decreased considerably. In 1899 it was 
530 as against an average of 660 for the preceding 4 years and 
623 for 1898. Still more instructive is the fact that while the 
number of convicts admitted who cannot read or write has 
slightly increased since 1895, the number who can do so has 
fallen from 686 to 380. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


42. The total number of offences reported in 1899 was 14,916, 
of which 2,615 were offences against the person, and 1,830 
offences against property. As compared with the preceding 
year it is satisfactory to note that while the offences committed 
were rather fewer the convictions were more numerous. 


Offences... wis «ee | 18,238 | 19,279 | 17,484 | 14,996 | 14,916 
Persons Charged ... dius | 21,037 | 22,820 | 20,725 ' 18,674 | 19,013 
| 


12,892 | 13,978 '' 13,090 | 11,831 | 11,942 
7 = 72 64 103 


Summary Convictions 


Convictions on Indictment 
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VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. 


43. The population was estimated at the end of last year at 
290,000, of which 21,000 is attributable to ‘Tobago. The natural 
increase of Trinidad was the largest for seven years, being double 
that of 1898, and treble that of 1897. On the other hand the 
excess of arrivals over departures has decreased regularly for 
the past four years, still amounting, however, in 1899 to 5,800. 
The birth-rate for Trinidad was 33°7, and for Tobago 35°7. The 
average rate for Trinidad for the preceding five years was 33:2. 
The weather which prevailed in 1899 was as favourable for 
human life as it was unfavourable for agriculture. The death- 
rate for Trinidad was 23°1, and for Tobago 17:1. The rates for 


Trinidad in 1898 and 1897 had been 26°3 and 28°4 respectively. ° 


The East Indian population at the end of 1899 was estimated at 
84,000, and their birth-rate and death-rate at 38°9 and 24:3 
respectively. In each of the preceding years, the deaths had 
slightly exceeded the births. 


PusLic HEALTH. 


44. The general state of health during the year has been 
satisfactory. There has been no epidemic, and dysentery has 
been less prevalent than usual. 


SANITATION. 


45. Though Port-of-Spain is not insanitary for a large tropical 
town, a distinct improvement in its condition is anticipated when 
the Sewerage Works, which will shortly be commenced, are 
finished ; and the completion of the Water Works now in 
progress will materially lessen the risk of an outbreak of 
epidemic both in the capital and other centres of population. 


CLIMATE, 


46. The relation which obtains in Trinidad between the curve 
lines of the rainfall and of the death-rate has been observed by 
the Government Analyst. A rise in the former is_ usually 
followed, at a short interval, by a rise in the Jatter. The rain- 
fall registered at the Botanic Gardens in 1899 was 46°76. The 
average for the past eight years has been 68°33, and for the 
preceding thirty years 5°91. The mean annual temperature at 
the same station was 79°4 as against 78°4 in 1898. The minimum 
reading was 66'8 in January, and the maximum 91°7 in October. 


== eee eee 
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VIII—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


47. There are 65 Post offices, 13 Money Order offices, and 32 
Telegraph offices in the Colony. The revenue of the postal 
service in 1899 was £9,500 and the cost £19,100. The number 
of letters and post cards dealt with was 1,560,000, of newpapers, 
book packets, &c., 638,000, and parcels 17,000. The corre- 
sponding numbers for 1898, before the inclusion of Tobago. 
were 1,373,000, 520,000 and 14,000 respectively. The value of 
the Money Orders issued in the Colony was £45,000 as against 
£39,000 in 1898, and of those paid in the Colony £7,300, as 
against £6,900 in the preceding year. 


48. The most important change introduced in 1899 was the 
adoption of penny postage for English and Intercolonial letters. 
The Mail contracts in force during the year were as follows :— 


t 
t 


No. | Colony’s share 
Service. Line of Steamer. of Mails.| of Subsidy. 
! | 

England _... aie | Royal Mail es sha f2 | 2,900 
| 

New York ... ... | Trinidad Shipping and | 26 | 100 
Trading Company. | 

Bolivar ie ... | Orinoco Shipping and | 26 100 
| Trading Company. 

Round Trinidad and : Do. do. | 49 4,200 
to Tobago. | 


There is also a mail service by the Gulf Steamers between 
Port-of-Spain and various stations in the Gulf of Paria. 


49. The inland telegraph service is conducted by the Railway 
Department. Its revenue last year was £232, and its cost £1,250. 
T'rinidad is connected with New York rzd Jamaica by the cable 
of the West India and Panama Telegraph Company, which 
receives a subsidy of £3,000 a year. Telegrams to England can 
he routed from Jamaica vid Bermuda and Halifax, thus passing 
only through British Colonies. The rate per word to England 
has been reduced from 5s. 4d. to 3s. 9d. News telegrams are 
supplied daily from New York. There are three telephonic 
agencies at work in Trinidad connecting the outlying parts of 
Trinidad with the capital. Tobago is at present unconnected 
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with Trinidad by telegraph or telephone. If the wireless system 
of telegraphy had passed out of the experimental stage, it would 
be eminently miited for the purpose. The need of more frequent 
steam communication between the two islands is, however, more 
keenly felt. A contract for the carriage of mails by open boat 
between Tobago and the opposite shore of Trinidad was recently 
made, but difficulties of navigation have led to its abandonment. 


IX.—MILITARY DEFENCE. 


50. The whole cost of military defence is borne by the Colony. 
The amount expended last year was £11,300, of which £4,000 
was due to the introduction of new arms. There is no militia. 
The volunteer force consists of a permanent staff of three officers 
and five non-commissioned officers, and of bodies of light horse 
and light infantry. The former numbered in 1899, 14 officers and 
130 non-commissioned officers and men, and the latter 31 
officers and 787 non-commissioned officers and men. A force of 
field artillery was disbanded in August, 1899. The police who 
number four officers, excluding the Commandant of the Forces 
who is er-officto Inspector-General of Police, and 556 non-com- 
missioned: officers and men, also receive military drill, and are 
liable to military service. It is satisfactory to note that of this 
small force a large proportion volunteered last year for service 
in South Africa, and again this year for service on the West 
Coast. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


5 


51. The appendices to this report contain many details relating 
to the trade of the Colony to which no allusion has been made. 
The indications of prosperity given by statistics are borne out Dy 
the general appearance and habits of the people. The Savanna 
or Park of Port-of-Spain is bounded for a mile and a quarter by 
a continuous line of comfortable villas ; and the huts which a few 
years ago disfigured the neighbourhood have been entirely dis- 

laced. The houses of Port-of-Spain are lighted by electric 
fight, and connected with one another by telephone. When the 
Police band plays in front of Government ‘House: some forty 
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carriages are to be seen drawn up in front of the gardens. The 
homes of the working classes have also improved, and in the 
country villages, as well as in the suburbs of the capital, small 
but substantial wooden houses are constantly springing up. The 
shops of Port-of-Spain are comparable with those of large 
European towns, some of them having eighty or a hundred hands 
serving behind the counter. Last, but not least, the rate of 
interest on mortgages on good agricultural property which was 
8 per cent. a few years ago had come down last year to 6 or 
even 5. 


LABOUR AND IMMIGRATION. 
t 


52. Under-population is, as in other undeveloped countries, 
an element which explains some of the facts which distinguish 
Trinidad from other West Indian Islands. The demand for 
labour is in excess of the supply. The native labourer naturally 
prefers the irregular cultivation of his own garden to hired 
service ; and even unskilled workmen can earn their living as 
artisans. Hence the low level of technical skill, and hence also 
the necessity of importing East Indian labour. Wages, though 
not high from an English, or still less from an American, point 
of view, are higher than in the neighbouring Colonies. An 
agricultural labourer gets 10d. to 1s. 8d. a day, a porter 2s. 6d., 
a carpenter or mason 2s. 6d. to 5s. These rates are more than 
sufficient to supply the employés wants, and he seldom cares to 
work more than three or four days a week; while the employer 
often finds that the work done is not cheap at the price. Labour 
may therefore be fairly said to be dear; and dear labour results 
in dear building, high rent, and high wages for domestic service. 
It also makes itself felt in the cost of public works and of the 

ublic departments which employ large numbers of servants. 
Bast Indians are every year imported by the Government, and 
two-thirds of the cost is borne by the planters. Last year the 
number introduced was 1,684, but this number does not satisfy 
the demands of the planters. On their arrival the immigrants 
are quartered on an island in the Gulf of Paria under the care of 
the Protector of Immigrants, and thence they are drafted to the 
estates to which they are apprenticed. For five years they are 
worked hard, and receive low pay; but their health is jealously 
guarded by the Protector. At the termination of their apprentice- 
ship they can earn wages which were beyond their reach in 
India. They save, and become peasant proprietors. The 
agricultural contract system may be mentioned as illustrating 
one means by which the labourer may supplement his wages. 
The proprietor of an estate to be planted in cocoa hands over 
two or three acres of uncleared land to the contractor, who has 
to clear and plant it with trees supplied to him; the contractor 
occupies the fa for five years vaca paying rent. He keeps 
the land clean, and grows vegetables between the young trees, 
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TRINIDAD and towards the end of the contract he is able to sell cocoa. On 
ANP —_its termination the proprietor pays him a shilling for every tree- 
of a certain growth. 


53. Though facilities are given to immigrants to return to 
India, few avail themselves of the opportunity. In 1899, 720 
Indians sailed for their native country, and they took £10,000 
with them. In the same year nearly £3,000 was remitted by 
Indians in Trinidad to their friends in India, and at the end 
of the year 5,500 Indian depositors had £91,500 standing to 
their credit at the Savings Bank. The Indian population has 
indicated its appreciation of its present lot in a striking way. 
While the Creoles of English, French, and African blood 
were at the early part of this year subscribing £1,000. to 
military relief funds, the Indians remitted £750 to the Indian 
Famine Fund. 


IMPERIAL SPIRIT. 


54. The sense of community with other members of the British 
Empire has developed considerably during the past year or two. 
The public as well as the Tepilanve Gounei had cheerfully 
contributed to the relief of the distress caused in the neighbour- 
ing islands by hurricanes before the needs of the mother country 
appealed to her loyalty, and elicited a prompt response in both men 
and money. This Colony is now likely to be brought into close 
commercial union with Canada. If this desirable end is attained 
it will be satisfactory to reflect that the alliance is no artificial 
one. Canada has long taken an interest in Trinidad, and the 
Canadian Mission, which now conducts nearly fifty schools for 
East Indians in the Colony, has spent in it from first to last 
about half a million dollars. 


55. Some five hundred tourists visited Trinidad in 1899. To 
speak at fe of the Colony as a winter resort would be pre- 
mature. Those visitors, however, who have spent the month of 
February in Trinidad are apt to return. In the first quarter 
of the year the climate is delightful. There is little rain, and 
the thermometer falls below 70° at night. There is a good hotel 
on the Savannah, and though there are no inns in the country 
the hospitality of planters makes ‘their absence less felt than 
might be expected, At Port-of-Spain there are cricket, golf, 
and polo, and though the Colony affords no sport, in the recognised 
sense of the word, it is of extraordinary interest to the naturalist. 
Of art or antiquity there is nothing. The most venerable build- 
ings are the ruined boiler houses where fortunes were once 
made in sugar. But Trinidad was once Spanish, and it has a 
Pilgrimage Chapel, while Tobago is Robinson Crusoe’s Island. | 
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The hills of Trinidad and the rocky coasts of both Islands are Trinipap 
marvellously beautiful, and it may be doubted whether another _ AND 
place as accessible from England could be found where tropical ToBaao, 
vegetation flourishes in all its virgin luxuriance. 1899. 


7 H. CLareEnceE Bourne, 


Acting Colonial Secretary, 
17th August, 1900. 
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TRINIDAD | APPENDIX A. 


Heaps of REVENUE for 1898 and 1899. 


Heads of Revenue. ! 1898. : 1899. 


£ 8s. a. £ s. ad. 
Customs gas aee, nae, | 238,089 18 2 | 267,398 5 3 
Port, Harbour, Wharf, &c., Dues ... sae 6,361 O 14) 10,404 11 4 


Licences, Excise and Internal Revenue not | 181,998 13 14] 184,360 17 11 
otherwise classified. 


Fees of Court, &c., &e. ww. we wee | 39,769 3 3} 48,025 5 11 
Post Office... ses ive eee ee 9,519 15 23) 9,175 18 113 
71,165 13 2 | 78,524 17 8 
Rents of Government Property ... ... 752 15 23) 1,582 16 5 


Government Railway, &c. ... ee 


Interest se aes sas ae oe | 11,542 14 10; 11,098 11 1 
Miscellaneous Receipts _... ose asi 4,233 15 Of 8,691 1 14 


Total—Exclusive of Land Sales, &c. | 563,433 8 14/619,262 5 8 


Land Sales, &c. See ar vow = wee | 21,085 2 114) 31,872 5 94 
Immigration Taxes, &c. _... ge .. | 30,852 1 33} 30,204 19 11} 


Total... 9 0 eee ee, vwe | 615,371 12 44] 681,339 11 5 
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APPENDIX B. TRINIDAD 


Heaps of EXPENDITURE for 1898 and 1899. 


Heads of Expenditure. 1898. 1899. 
£ s. d. £ s. d 
Charges on account of Public Debt 47,657 13 2 48,975 8 9 
Pensions, &c. ... is wei ne 15,514 5 13 15,550 9 5 
Governor and Legislature ... sige 5,999 5 1 6,162 13 3 
Colonial Secretary... re sige 3,722 10 34 3,831 1 44 
Auditor-General ss aan wae 3,434 4 4 3,394 10 8 
Military iss ae si es 6,198 8 11 12,501 0 10} 
Immigration ... 0... we wee | 43,809 10 9 32,746 16 24 


Receiver-General _... sts it 15,627 1 63 16,763 12 8} 


Crown Lands and Survey ... a 9,385 17 6% 12,493 10 114 
Customs ies a foe ae 19,548 14 7 18,541 8 6} 
Police ... se sik ~ Bile 43,545 13 2 44,612 3 3 
Registrar-General _ ... re see 3,025 18 83 3,171 7 4 


Post Office, Mail, and Telegraph 22,043 14 04 21,920 13 9} 
Subsidies. 


Port and Marine __... we wee 9,841 4 2} 9,323 15 9 
Printing and Stationery... os 7,117 12 104 6,900 17 3 
Laboratory... Siete see ses 1,242 13 94 893 14 8 
Legal ... se ae wie 08 11,350 17 0 11,853 9 4} 


ee. 


Carried forward ... ... | 269,065 5 1} | 269,636 14 2 
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APPENDIX B.—contrnued. 


Heads of Expenditure. | 1898. 1899 
| £ 8 d. £ s. a. 
Brought forward ... na | 269,065 5 13 269,636 14 2 
Magistracy ... ve ae bis 11,482 16 9 11,779 O O04 
Wardens sue Sue se se 15,342 7 11 16,904 2 10 
Medical wii on se sat 65,578 14 83 68,227 6 O$ 
Education ... sue or eae 41,622 2 2 45,052 6 6 
Prisons, Reformatories, and Indus-! 13,006 10 11 13,318 2 8% 
trial Schools. 

Transport... i 103 12 2 213.17 54 
Ecclesiastical ... avi bi ‘es 10,600 0 0 10,600 0 0 
Crown Agents 883 11 8 796 4 1 
Botanical and Agricultural ... : 6,411 10 1 6,912 12 0 
Fire Brigades ... | -¥ 490 8 3h 2,464 15 34 
Miscellaneous Services | 6,844 12 2 26,787 13 0} 
Railway : 70,349 6 7 59,264 18 34 
Public Works... | 197,171 8 74 | 140,812 12 9 
Advances on account of Loan ss | — 75,561 2 8 

| 

_ 

Total ste ee 640,952 7 2 748,151 7 104 


SarporRTS and Exports for 1899 and the FOUR PREVIOUS 


Year. 


VALUES of the MOST JMPORTANT Exports during the last 


Year. 
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YEARS. 


l 
iy 
|| 
'| 


Exports 

Value 
Total Exclusive 
Value. of Bullion and 

Specie. 

ee eet Gee BRE 
£ | £ 
2,065,104 1,791,867 
2,165,820 1,896,748 
1,994,926 | 1,823,818 
2,310,133, 2,189,731 
| 

2,572,891 2,419,475 


Imports. 
Value 
Total Exclusive 
Value. of Bullion and | 
Specie. 
£ Ba 
2,276,864 2,040,872 
2,463,525 2,188,189 
2,161,231 1,992,537 
2,283,054 2,123,589 
2,535,965 2,282,981 


APPENDIX C. 


APPENDIX D. 


FIVE YEARS were :— 


Cocoa. 


Asphalt. 


Value. 


31 


596,415 
700,347 
537,107 
602,045 
715,428 


620,634 
452,141 
532,123 
812,272 
898,389 


97,318 
106,920 
138,801 
113,829 
152,046 
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TRINIDAD APPENDIX E. 
AND 

TOBAGO, ee 
1899 


COMPARISON of CHIEF IMPORTS and EXPorts in 
1898 and 1899. 


IMPORTS. 
— 1898. | 1899. 
£ £ 

Bread ... wie éés S33 ei 14,862 16,592 
Flour ... sis = ive = 152,797 149,727 
Dholl ... or nae ies dais 13,766 11,344 
Oats... ee oe aes aes 11,221 21,752 
Peas and beans ree tae aes 9,350 10,972 
Rice... ass or sts ae 104,146 104,453 
Boots and shoes ee ses ous 29,593 43,947 
Butter ... ore sel eee wes ¢ 20,843 25,665 

Do. substitutes, lard, &c.... vas 19,044 25,296 
Cement ne | ee es 17,267 "20,106 
Cocoa, raw. ss. nents 101,464 121,450 
Coal and coke ... soa ee sae 27,563 10,794 
Coffee ... sie ies see a 9,010 10,800 
Earthen and glass ware sive sss 16,083 20,025 
Fish ... me wisi ave ve 66,818 61,343 
Hardware x. see nee tee, 129,132 116,594 
Machinery... se ai ve 26,613 36,631 
Malt liquor... oe aoe see 40,965 48,389 
Medicine are ae aes oe 15,732 13,716 


Meats ... eee eee eee ees 72,789 74,909 
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APPENDIX [E.—continued. 


IMPORTS—continued. 


— ttf tt 1898. 
alas oe ee a ieee 

Milk, condensed ef 14,269 
Oil, kerosine ... sa 16,597 
Soap 20,596 
Live stock, oxen 37,340 

ms other 7 28,820 
Spirits ... ve | 17,776 
Timber .. | 41,216 
Textile manufactures.. 7 315,632 
Fresh vegetables 34,026 
Wine ... se ith 7 25,799 

| 
EXPorts. 

Asphalt, crude ... sie eh wins . 86,574 

Do. epuré | 27,243 
Cocoa ! 812,272 
Coconuts ta2 ae abs ics | 30,439 
Molasses eer: | 16,595 
Rum _s.. gs one es om 5,300 
Bitters ... ee sis sae - 33,991 
Sugar... Me ates fas ans | 603,285 
Balata gum _ a... aie ss died 3 28,313 
Textiles and manufactures... ore | 35,531 
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15,316 
16,912 
23,238 
33,102 
32,320 
20,105 
49,202 
350,453 
31,503 
28,287 


121,317 
29,609 
818,384 
27,716 
33,420 
10,452 
38,843 
715,468 
15,561 
44,727 
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TRINIDAD APPENDIX H. 
AND 

ToxRaco, 
1894, 


—_—e, 


Shewing chief destinations of certain Exports (with special 
reference to Canada), from a table prepared by the Chairman 
of the Halifax Exhibition Committee. 


ee ee ee a ee eee se 


Article. Total Amount. Destination. | Amount. 
~ 
SuGaR CaNE PRODUCTS. 
Sugar ... 1,043,972 Cwts. | United States... | 522,902 
Great Britain... | 489,298 
Canada sie : 23,375 
Molasses sas ee | 1,591,408 Galls. | Fr. West Indies 1,101,850 
United States... | 142,700 
Great Britain... 90,303 
Canada ie "83,862 
Rum ... 140,273 Si, Great Britain... 138,907 
Canada iia 101 
United States... | 56 
Bitters es 38,843 _,, United States... 14,654 
Great Britain... , 12,168 
Germany ee | 8,139 
Cocoa AND COFFEE. | 
Cacao ... ate 260,942 Cwts. | France... ais 97,530 
Great Britain... 90,598 
United States... 66,151 
Canada = 1,521 
Coffee... ba 670, United States... 620 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 
APPENDIX H.—continued. 
Article. Total Amount. | Destination. Amount. 
Coconut. 
Coconuts 12,793,639 No. Great Britain... 9,029,162 
United States... 3,112,010 
Canada 280,565 
Copra ... 4,874 Cwts. | Great Britain... 3,114 
Coconut Oil ... 16,633 Galls. | United States... 16,471 
LIMEs. 
Limes... ees | Large quantity, — — 
Lime Juice , , yo 1202 Galle Great Britain... 4,202 
Essential Oil ... 10_—s—=»~"7 Great Britain... 10 
PaviInG MATERIAL. 
Asphalt ae er 138,064 Tons. | United States... 101,095 
: Great Britain... 13,429 
! Canada 109 
| Forest PRODUCTS. 
Timber (chiefly Cedar) | Germany 6,660 
| Great Britain... 2,463 
United States... 166 
Balata Gum ... ; £15,561 Great Britain... 8,867 
| Holland 3.357 
| Germany 2,191 
! HIDEs. 
Hides... =... | 49,553 No. | Great Britain... 37,571 
| United States... 4,796 
Germany ae 2,901 
Holland sve 2,067 
Canada de 820 
6861 D 
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“TRINIDAD APPENDIX I. 


SHIPPING IN 1899. 


Entered, 
Sailing. Steam. | Total. 
From —— | aoe 
No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. No. | Tons 
a a a 
United Kingdom we 17 | 10,056 | 21, 43,193 | 38 | 53,249 
U.S. America 35 18,047 | 32 48971' 67 | 66,318 
B.N. America .. 1.) 29 4,554 | 11 12,932 40 | 17,486 


B. W. Land B.Guiana... | 445 29,736 | 201 248,086. 646 217,822 
| 


Venezuela -- 11,435 , 16,519 | 179 : 111,417 1,614 | 127,936 
| ! | 
Other Countries... ... | 187 | 37,477 | 39 | 51,843 | 176 | 89,320 


Total, 1899... | 2,098 | 116,389 483 | 515,742 | 2,581 | 632,131 
Total for 1898 es 7 


2,222 112,866 | 415 | 470,039 2,637 | 582,905 


Cleared. 
Sailing. Steam. Total. 
To ca S| Us 
No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. | No. | Tons 
| ' ' 
United Kingdom | 29} 10,919! 12] 12,216] 41 | 23135 


| 


U. 8. America ... eve 71 =, 39,986 37 | 54,294 | 108 | 94,280 


\ 

| 
B.N. Americas .. «| 11 | 2,292, 11] 12,950), 22] 15,249 
B. W. Land B. Guiana... | 407 | 18,385 | 


159 | 180,764 | 566 | 199,149 
Venezuela we wae | 1,447 | 15,539 | 231 | 206,222 | 1,678 | 221,761 
Other Countries... .. | 138 32,220 30 | 44,370 | 168 | 76,600 


SS | EE A ED | ES GD | 


Total, 1899 ... | 2.103 119,351 | 480 | 510.816 | 2,583 | 630,167 


Total for 1898 _... | 2,186 110,138 | 418 | 470,684 | 2,604 | 580,817 
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No. 808. | TRINIDAD 


AND 
TOBAGO, 


1899. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


(For Report for 18:8, see No. 272.) 


a eee eee... oe 


ACTING GovERNOR KNOLLYs to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Government House, 
23rd August, 1900. 


SLR, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, six copics of 
the Annual Blue Book for this Colony for the year 1899, 
together with a Report on the same written by Mr. H. Clarence 
Bourne, Acting Colonial Secretary. 


I have, &c., 


C. C. Kwnonnys, - 
Acting Governor. 
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‘frinman BLUE BOOK REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1899. 
AND 
TOBAGO, 


1899. so ee 


‘ 


I—FINANCE. 


GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The year’s record has been very satisfactory. The estimated 
revenue, £623,000, was exceeded by £57,000, while a slight 
saving was effected on the estimated expenditure. 


2. The revenue for 1898 had shewn good progress as com- 
pared with the preceding years. That for 1899 shewed a 
further advance of £66,000. Of this £8,000 was due to the 
fiscal amalgamation of Tobago with Trinidad, which dates from 
the commencement of 1899; and new Tonnage dues yielded 
about £4,000 ; but the bulk of the increase is attributable only 
to natural development and general prosperity. Customs 
Receipts advanced £29,000, Land Sales and Royalties £10,000. 
The ordinary revenue, from which Land Sales and Royalties are 
excluded, yielded a surplus of £37,000 over Recurrent Expendi- 
ture; and this with a part of the accumulated surplus of former 
years provided for the expenditure of £65,000 on new roads, 
bridges and other public works. 


3. The heads of Revenue and Expenditure are compared in 
detail with those of 1898 in a aca A. and B. The 
following table gives the totals for the last five years :— 


1899 “i oes 681,339 


Year. | Revenue. | Expenditure. 
© | ¢ 
1895- ... = | «598,884 =| = 605,514 
1896 wei ae 618,332 594,462 
1897 ae Sis 611,434 622,364 
1898 ees er 615,371 640,952 
748,151 


(1 
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Assets and Liabilities. 


4. For several yéars past advances have been made from the 
accumulated at of the Colony for the construction of the 
Railway and Harbour Works chargeable to the loan authorised 
by Ordinances 34 of 1895 and 13 of 1896. The surplus of the 
Colony has thus been temporarily exhausted but a further issue 
of the loan is about to be made, and the advances recouped. 
Assuming this to have been done on the 31st of December last, 
the surplus of the assets over the liabilities of the Colony, so far 
as they are susceptible of treatment in a balance sheet, would 
have been £70,000. We must however remember that this 
surplus gives no measure of the condition of the Colony. While 
on the one side the balance sheet omits the Public Debt from the 
Liabilities, it leaves out on the other the value of the Pitch 
Lake and of the various estates and other property whicu have 
been acquired out of revenue. The two chief assets of the 


aN 
. 


Colony however are the taxable capacity of the people and the | 


unrealised Crown lands ; and of these no account is taken. 


Taxation. 


5 The burden of taxation is very light. Last year it was 
estimated at £1 14s. O}d. a head, and the stamp tax (the only 
new impost except the harbour and jetty dues referred to above) 
which has come into force this year will probably not increase 
the amount by 1s. There are no local rates except the house- 
rate at 74 per cent. and a low water-rate on assessed rentals in 
the town, and a low sewage-rate in part of Port-of-Spain. The 
land tax is ls. an acre. In Tobago it is at present 6d. As 
regards Customs, again by far the largest item of revenue, there 
is a large free list, and the ad valorem duty on articles which are 
not the subject of specific duty has remained for many years at 
5 per cent. If these figures are taken in conjunction with the 
agricultural and trade statistics of the Colony, with the retarns 
which relate chiefly to the savings of the labouring classes, such 
as the reports of the savings bank and of the sales of Crown 
lands, and with the visible signs of comfort and prosperity, the 
width of the margin of actual, not to say prospective, taxable 
capacity cannot be questioned. 


Crown Lands. 


6. The unrealised assets in the possession of the Crown are of 
ereat value. Trinidad has never been surveyed, but its area is 
about 1,750 square miles. According to the most recent 
estimate 454,000 acres only are in private hands, while 666,000 
are siill Crown property. Of this 346,000 is cultivable, much is 
covered by valuable timber, and part is known to contain coal ; 


A 3 
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saa Oa but it has remained undeveloped and has hitherto produced no 


ToBaGo, 
1899. 


reverue worth regarding. Reserves must be permanently 
retained for the protection of water supply and other purposes, 
but the greater part of the Crown lands will of course be most 
profitably utilised by being sold in due course and brought under 
cuitivation, every acre sold bringing an addition to the exports 
and imports as certainly as it brings an increase to the revenue 
from land tax. 


7. If the soil of an agricultural country is its capital, half the 
capital of Trinidad still remains idle, thongh it has been a 
British Colony for a 100 years. Progress is no doubt being made. 
During the last 20 years the annual alienations have averaged 
6,800 acres; and last year, under the stimulus of high cocoa 
prices and railway extension, they amounted to 14,600 acres ; 
but if this Colony were being run by a company on com- 
mercial lines the interest of the shareholders would demand the 
construction of a complete system of roads, and capital expendi- 
ture would be incurred for the purpose. At present prices it 
pays to ship cocoa even when it costs 5s. to place each bag on 
the railway, but it is doubtful how long this will last. The 
number of miles of so-called roads in Trinidad is 658, but of 
these 180 only are metalled (some fertile districts are 20 miles 
from a metalled road) and in bad weather parts even of the main 
roads are impassable. 


Public Debt. 


8. The public debt of the Colony at the end of 1899 amounted 
to £923,412, and the annual charges on its account for last 
year were £48,795. A further sum of £110,000 is about to be 
raised, leaving £90,000 only of the authorised loan unissued. 
The railway, harbour and building works chargeable to this 
loan have been completed; the water and sewerage works are 
now in progress. 


9. The railway continues to pay its working expenses, and to 
contribute the greater part of the interest paid by the Colony 
in respect of the capital expended upon it; but the last extension 
is less profitable than the older lines, and the need for further 
expansion in this direction 1s less pressing than is the case with 
roads, The system consists of two lines. One runs from Port- 
of-Spain to San |ernando through the sugar country on the 
western side of ‘Trinidad, with two branches, one tapping the 
sugar country of Naparima and Savana Grande, the other the rich 
cocoa district of Montserrat. The other line runs east from 
Port-of-Spain to Arima and Sangre Grande, and, after traversing 
a few miles of sugar country, skirts the feet of the northern 
ravge of hills, and runs through fine cocoa land. The expendi- 
ture on harbour works has been £140,000. The revenue from 
port, harbour, and wharf dues, which in 1896 had been under 
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£2,000, has been, by moderate tonnage and jetty dues, raised to Trinipac 
£10,400. This increase, after allowing for cost of maintenance, AND 
would represent a satisfactory return on an outlay much larger T0B4G0, 
than has been actually incurred. el 


Currency. 


10. The finance of the Colony is not complicated by questions 
of currency. Though silver is legal tender to any amount, this 
Colony is fortunately free from the difficultes incidential to 
a silver standard. As there is no local coinage and the only 
silver recognised 1s English token money,.twenty shillings are 
always wortha pound. There is however a practical inconvenience 
arising from the system. (rold is, of course, never seen, and 
consequently the five dollar notes of the Colonial Bank are the 
only medium of exchange for amounts over one pound. As these 
are, by the constitution of the gank and the requirements of 
its other branches, limited to an issue below the requirements of 
the Colony, trade is much hampered at the briskest season of the 
year, 


Local Finance. 


Ll. The local, as distinguished from the Colonial, revenues are 
of small importance. The municipality of Port-of-Spain, now 
in commission, has with its increased rate of 75 per cent. an 
income of nearly £34,000. Its average annual mcome for the 
preceding four years had been under £20,000, and its expenditure 
£600 greater. Its debt of £37,800 is secured on the rates. The 
incomes of San Fernando and Arima are under £5,500 and 
£1,500 respectively. None of the Local Road Boards have 
exercised their power of raising a rate, and the new water works 
authorities are still in their infancy. 


IlL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND MANU- 
FACTURES. 


Iueortrs AND EXPorRTs. 


12. The value of the imports into the Colony in 1899 was 
two and a half millions sterling, showing an increase of more 
than a quarter of amillion over those of 1898. Nearly £100,000 
of this increase however is attributable to bullion and specie, 
which was imported to the value of a quarter of a million. The 
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- Trintpap total value of the exports was £36,000 in excess of the imports, 


AND 


and its increase over 1898, the bulk of which arose on local 
produce, was £10,000 greater than that of the imports. Leaving 
bullion and specie out of account we find the average annual 
imports and exports of the following periods to have been :— 


. 2 
1887-9, 1897-9. 


— 1877-9. : 


| 
£ £ £ 
Imports... unas | 1,424,000 | 1,507,000 | 1,787,000 
Exports... «. | 1,614,000 | 1,804,000 | 1,907,000 


~— -—— ——. im eee, -- - 4 - ~ - - eee - - -—- « See ie 


13. The tonnage of sailing Véssels which cleared in 1899 was 
119,000, and of steam vessels 510,000. The particulars of 
shipping are detailed in Appendix I. , 


Transit Trade. 


14. Transit trade—that is to say so much of it as is indicated 
by official records—is at present about 20 per cent. of the total 
trade of the Colony. If the cost of transhipment could be 
obviated by landing and re-shipment at a quay, and if at the 
same time vessels were encouraged to come to Port-of-Spain by 
the provision of coaling and docking facilities, this branch of 
trade would become mueh larger and more lucrative. This con- 
sideration acquires a eH importance from the possibility, 
to which reference is made in this report, of an early develop- 
ment of Venezuelan trade. 


United States, 


15. Trade with the United States has developed remarkably 
in the last twenty years. In 1879 Great Britain took twenty-six 
times as much of the Trinidad sugar, and eleven times as much 
of its cocoa as the United States ; now she takes less than they. 
In the same period her comsumption of asphalt has increased 
by 65 per cent., theirs by 1200. For the past three years the 
average annual value of the trade with Great Britain has been 
£1,363,000, and with the United States £1,227,000. 


Canada. 


16. The Trade with British North America is at present 
intrinsically small. Its average annual value for the past three 
years has been £85,000. There is however a prubability of 
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great expansion in this direction in the near future. If the 
terms on which Canada offers free trade to this Colony prove 
practicable, sugar will not be the only Trinidad commodity to 
find its market in British North America. This trade will be 
promoted by the improved steamship service between Canada 
and certain West Indian Colonies, including Trinidad and Tobago, 
for which the Canadian Government has recently contracted with 
Messrs. Pickford and Black, and towards which Her Majestv’s 
Government are contributing a subsidy of £13,500 a year. The 
service to Trinidad is fortnightly, and the first vessel of the new 
line reached Port-of-Spain in July of the present year. 


Venezuela. 


17. The disturbed state of Venezuela in 1899 is responsible 
for a decrease of £41,000 in the imports from that country as 
compared with 1898. The goods exported to Venezuela on the 
other hand show an increase of £30,000. The average annual 
value of the total trade (excluding bullion and specie) with 
Venezuela for the past three years has been £343,000. Ten 
years ago the average was £433,000, and the removal of the 
30 per cent. extra duty imposed by the Venezuelan Government 
on imports from Trinidad, of which there is now an improved 
prospect, would lead at once to a rapid expansion of business. 
The intimate natural relation which exists between Trinidad and 
the Republic is illustrated by the fact that the regular route from 
the capital of Venezuela to the Orinoco, where is its commercial 
future, lies through Port-of-Spain, and the inhabitants of Caracas 
do much of their retail shopping in the stores of Trinidad. 


PRODUCTS OF THE COLONY. 


18. Of the staple products of the Colony, the values of the 
exports were as follows :— 


Staple Products. Value. 
f£ 
Cocoa 898,000 
(including foreign £119,000) 
Sugar... vive ies see oes ead 715,000 
Asphalt ete eee eee eee eee eee 153,000 


Each, owing to favourable circumstances, shows a large advance 
over the preceding year, viz.: Sugar £154,000, Cocoa £87,000, 
and Asphalt £38,000. 
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19. The area under cocoa cultivation is nearly twice that under 
sugar, and is extending daily, while every year sees some of the 
inferior sugar lands abandoned. It may be noted that since last 
year’s crop one sugar args has been closed, and in the case of 
two sugar estates a part of the property is being converted into a 
stock farm. Cocoa is not, like sugar, a manufacture, and a given 
value of it represents a far less expenditure on wages than in the 
case of its rival; but it can claim to maintain a much larger 
number of peasant proprietors, and even the large estates are for 
the most part owned by residents in the Colony. Cane farming, 
it is true, is rapidly extending, but the fact that the farmer is in 
most cases in a position to offer his canes only to one factory 
seriously interferes with his independence. 


Cocoa. 


20. The cocoa crop of last year exceeded twenty-nine and a 
quarter million pounds, being nearly five millions in excess of that 
of 1898. This increase was due partly to extended cultivation 
and partly to a favourable season., The average prices obtained 
were also higher than in the preceding year, London prices vary- 
ing from 65s. to 80s. per cwt. Seeing thercfore that the cost of 
production is not more than 27s. a cwt., the cocoa planter may be 
regarded at the present time as a very fortunate man. Though 
the world’s production of cocoa is being vastly extended, its con- 
sumption is also increasing rapidly, and there is no probability of 
a fallin prices in the immediate future. The abnormally low 
rainfall of 1899, 46°76 inches, will probably result in a slight 
shortage in the crop for 1900, but nature has in some measure 
insured Trinidad against the effect of bad seasons. In the case 
both of cocoa and sugar certain parts of the Island which usually 
suffer from excessive moisture are unusually productive when 
others are suffering from drought. 


Sugar. 


21. The sugar crop of 1899 was a good one, and the amount 
exported, 52,000 tons, exceeded the exports in 1898 by 1,400 tons 
in weight, and £154,000 in value. The dry weather which pre- 
vailed during the growing season has made the 1900 crop a very 
bad one, and the export of sugar for this year will be about 
10,i 00 tons short of that for 1899. The districts most affected 
were Naparima, Cedros and Couva, while in such districts as 
Chaguanas, Caroni, and Tacarigua, which are apt to suffer in wet 
seasons, well cultivated estates made average crops. Estimating 
the total shortage at 14,000 tons, 1,500 of this may be attributed 
to the semi-abandonment of estates north of the Caroni River, 
and the rest to the effects of unfavourable weather in the districts 
south of Chaguanas. The shortage in the weight of cane per 
acre swelled the cost of growth, and the inferior quality of the 
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canes increased the cost of manufacture. Hence the total cost 
of production was exceptionally high, and in many cases estates 
were possibly saved only by the high prices realized for offal 
crop, rum and molasses. In some, for instance, the value of rum 
made for each tor of sugar was £2 5s. Leaving offal crop out 
of account, the average cost of production in 1900 is compared 
with the net proceeds in the following table, which speaks for 
itself :— 


AVERAGE Cost oF PropucTion AND NET PROCEEDS 
PER Ton. 


(Working Expenses only, excluding Capital and Depreciation 
Charge.) 


Sugars. : Per Ton. 


| xox ad, 
Yellow Sugars (shipped to London) | Cost of production ... | 12 10 O 
Net proceeds ... .- | 13.10 0 


Gain ... see » | £1 °0 90 


Grey Suzars (shipped to America) | Cost of production ...{ 11 5 0 


Net proceeds ... das 


‘Loss ws wee | £0 20 


22. The advantage of the London market, which demands a 
high class of sugar to go into direct consumption, was so marked 
that all factories sufficiently equipped made yellow crystals, and 
only those which could not do otherwise made the grey sugar 
which finds a more remunerative market for refining purposes in 
the United States. The cause of the high prices in London wag 
an anticipated shortage of yellow crystals, and the limited market 
was even affected by purchases by the Imperial Government for 
Military Stores. An arrangement recently made between the 
American Sugar Refining Company and outside refiners, has put 
an end to competition in the purchase of raw sugars in the 
American market. The effects of this arrangement, which has 
only just come into force, were not very apparent on last crop’s 
sales, but it must tend to neutralize the advantage enjoyed by 
Trinidad under the countervailing duties. 
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23. The prospects for next year’s crop are remarkably good. 
The weather so far has been favourable for most of the sugar 
districts, and though a further reduction in area under cultivation 
North of the Caroni River may be looked for, this will be more 
than compensated for by the extended plantation of farmers in 
the Couva and Naparima districts. Prices are more difficult to 
foretell. The London market should remain firm on account of 
scarcity of supplies, but for the reasons given above reliance can 
no longer be placed on the United States market. It is indeed 
now seen that the Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Philippine supplies 
will not increase as rapidly as was expected, but the Beet crop 
will probably be the Jargest on record. Under these circum- 
stances the proposed Free Trade Treaty with Canada becomes 
a matter of the greatest interest. The chief objection raised by 
the few opponents of the proposal is the comparatively small size 
of the Canadian market. If, however, British North America 
imports at present only 130,000 tons of sugar a year, the con- 
sumption will increase on a reduction in price. As, moreover, 
some 25,000 tons of Trinidad sugar go to Eugland, half only 
of the Trinidad crop will seek its market in Canada, unless the 


prices are good enough to tempt planters to desert the London 
market. 


Other Agricultural Products. 


24. Though cocoa and sugar will remain the chief exports of 
this Colony for many years to come, there are several minor 
cultivations of which some are likely to extend. Many tracts of 
land are suitable for the production of coconuts and nothing else, 
but the margin of profit is small, and the annual value of the 
nuts exported which has averaged £27,000 for the last three 
years will not probably increase. Coffee is grown for local con- 
sumption; although last year the oe quadrupled those 
of 1898, they will never become of much importance. The hills 
of Trinidad attain only in a very few places the altitude which 
is thought necessary for its successful'cultivation. Though limes, 
oranges, and other fruit could be grown in any quantity, crops of 
this nature do not offer a profit to tempt planters who can grow 
cocoa. Rice is in a different position. The local demand by the 
East Indian population is very large, and last year nearly twenty 
million pounds were imported. The local cultivation by peasant 
proprietors is consequently extending rapidly, and it is probable 
that many swamp lands, including parts of abandoned sugar 
estates, will be devoted to rice in the future, and some planters 
are sanguine enough to anticipate its cultivation for export. It 
may be noted in this context, that the returns show that plantains 
and other West Indian vegetables to the value of £7,000 are 
annually imported into Trinidad. This fact is not so unsatis- 
factory as might appear ut first sight. It is due in a no doubt 
to the difficulty of getting fresh vegetables to the Port-of-Spain 
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market, but it is also an indication that growers devote their 
attention to the cultivation of the more profitable products for 
which their soil is eminently adapted. 


Rubber. 


25. An item which is likely to be of great importance in the 
future is rubber. The only rubber which has hitherto been 
exported is the gum of the indigenous balata tree. This has 
been done on a very small scale, and could not be extended 
without rapidly exterminating the finest timber tree in the colony. 
Many cocoa planters however are now experimentally planting 
on selected parts of their estates the more profitable sorts of 
rubber trees, and two large estates are now ‘devoted almost 
entirely to casti/loa. On one of these. in Tobago, 70,000 trees 
have been planted. Some years must elapse before the produce 
is put on the market, but in view of the growing demand for 
rubber, of the increasing difficulty of obtaining it from the present 
sources of its supply, and of the purer condition in which the 
cultivated product will be shipped, the prospects of this industry 
are very hopeful. 


Timber. 


26. There is much fine timber on the Crown Lands of 
Trinidad, but under the long needed system of forestry which 
is about to be introduced, €elling will be chiefly restricted to the 
satisfaction of local demands for many years to come. There 
are however ornamental woods for which a demand might be 
created if they were judiciously placed on the English timber 
market. 


BOTANICAL STATIONS. 


27. The enterprise of planters has been encouraged as usual 
by the Botanical Department. The total number of plants, 
economic and ornamental, distributed by sale or otherwise in 1899 
was nearly 59,000, in addition to packages of seeds and 111,000 
countable seeds. More general interest however attaches to the 
progress of its experimental work. A new station was started 
in Tobago in March, 1899. It forms part of the Imperial 
Department over which Dr. Morris presides, and which bears 
the main part of its cost of maintenance. Of the work done at 
the St. Clair Experiment Station, which was started in 1893, 
the growth of seedling canes is the most immediately important. 
One hundred and twenty-seven samples have been examined by 
the Government Analyst, and the results obtained are available 
for the public. These show that canes can be produced 
which will yield a larger preceutage of saccharine matter than 
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is obtained from those at present grown on the estates. 
Whether, however, they will give a greater yield per acre 
is still uncertain. More than 17,000 cuttings of selected 
varieties have been distributed among seven large estates, and 
the results of these larger experiments will be awaited with 
great interest. 


Stock FARMING. 


28. Though stock farming can never be more than a secondary 
industry in this Colony, it may at least be so developed as 
to satisfy local demands. Trinidad pays nearly £50,000 a year 
to Venezuela for its beef. Last year the supply from that source 
was interrupted by civil disturbance, with the result that the 
value of oxen imported was only £33,000, and beef was scarce 
and dear. Though the natural grass of Trinidad is for the most 
part bad, the whole of Tobago possesses excellent pasturage. 
A. branch of the Government Farm was started in that Island 
last November. Wherever the bush has been cleared good 
guinea-grass has sprung up, and there is promise of excellent 
results. The stock on the Tobago Farm at present consists of 
a bull, 50 cows in calf, 30 young oxen and a flock of Shropshire 
sheep. A Hereford bull and two Shropshire rams are on the | 
way out. A Hackney stallion will probably follow, and seeing 
that donkeys were imported last year to the value of over £1,000, 
a sire donkey may subsequently be added. The example of 
the Government has been followed by several planters, and by 
a merchant who has hitherto been the largest importer of foreign 
beasts. The Government Farm near Port-of-Spain has been 
carried on successfully. In spite of parched pastures, it would 
have made a good profit if its milk had been sold to the public 
instead of being sold below its market value to Government 
Institutions. The Farm, the site of which has acquired a high 
residential value, is about to be moved a few miles out of town. 
The new Farm is part of a sugar estate which has recently been 
abandoned, and the adjoining sugar estate has been acquired 
by a private proprietor to be converted into a dairy farm. 
Good horses have been bred by the Government, but there is 
little demand for them in competition with the cheaper animals 
imported. 


ASPHALT. 


29. Of the mineral products of the Colony, asphalt is, as is 
well known, by far the most important. The agrhalt trade was 
more prosperous in 1899 than in any previous year of its history. 
140,000 tons were exported—99,000 to the United States— 
representing a value of £150,000, and a revenue to the Crown 
of £45,000. Reliance, however, cannot be placed on the con- 
tinuation of the business on this scale. Seven-eighths of the 
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asphalt exported is dug from the Pitch Lake, which is leased to 
a Company for a term, of which twenty-nine years have still to 
run, and the Company are not bound to ship as much as 
one-third of last year’s output. In view of the fact that a 
similar lake at Bermudez, in Weigel ten times its size, and 
containing asphalt purer in the proportion of 97 to 56, is already 
being worked, Trinidad can no longer claim to command the 
asphalt market. The demand for asphalt is, however, growing, and 
there are greater difficulties in shipping it from Bermudez than 
from Trinidad. 


30. Pitch in a liquid form mixed with a bituminous oil is also 
to be found in the south of Trinidad ; and coal exists in various 
parts of the island. The commercial value of these deposits has 
- however not yet been satisfactorily tested. 


MANUFACTURES. 


31. The manufactures of the Colony are mainly incidental to 
her agriculture. There are now twelve sugar factories, or usines, 
as they are called, in operation in Trinidad. The industry of 
manufacture is becoming gradually differentiated from that of 
the planter. The old-fashioned factories are for the most part 
closed, and the machinery now in use at the chief usines is of 
the latest type and represents much capital. This concentration 
of capital at the factory is being continually promoted by the 
extension of cane-farming. To five of the usines rum distilleries 
are attached. There are also two distilleries in Tobago. 
Though less than a third of the rum made is exported—140,000 
gallons last year—the manufacture is a large one, yielding 
last year in Excise (at 7s. 6d. a gallon) a revenue of £110,000. 
Angostura bitters, a composition of rum, is made (by a secret 
process) exclusively at Messrs. Siegert’s factory in Trinidad. 
More than 38,000 gallons were exported last year. There are 
three coconut-oil factories equipped with modern machinery, 
and in addition to local business 16,600 gallons of oil were 
shipped in 1899. With the exception of a brewery recently 
erected in Port-of-Spain, none of the other manufactures are 
considerable. There is a factory for manufacturing tobacco and 
cigarettes, a match factory which is sufficiently protected to 
compete with imported matches, and factories for the manufacture 


of ice and soda water. These are directed mainly to the local 
market. 
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III.—LEGISLATION. 


32. Thirty-one Ordinances passed into Law in 1899. During 
the earlier period of British occupation legislation was chiefly 
concerned in the gradual introduction of English Common Law 
and Equity, and few traces of Spanish Law, except as regards 
the descent of realty, now remain in force. In more recent. 
vears contemporary English legislation affecting real and personal 
property and commercial and criminal law has generally been 
followed by this Colony, but there have been certain notable 
exceptions (e.g., in the matter of Bankruptcy) where English 
enactments have not coincided with local sentiment. In a few 
matters, e.g., the Registration of Title, the Colony has taken its 
own line; and in other special circumstances have called for 
special legislation. The Immigration Ordinance which was 
passed last year belongs to this class. It contains little that is 
new, but consolidates the law relating to the importation and 
employment of East Indian labour. Another consolidating 
Ordinance of great local interest was also passed. The sale of 
Produce Ordinance re-enacts provisions for the protection of 
planters from predial larceny, by regulating the disposal 
of produce, and going so far as to throw in some cases upon 
persons found in possession of produce the burden of proving 
their innocence. rhe Stamp Duties Ordinance is an important 
Revenue enactment levying duty for the first time on receipts, 
cheques, notes, and other commerical documents. Railways and 
Waterworks Ordinances have also been passed, and an Ordinance 
constituting and regulating the Local Forces in Trinidad and 
Tobago. An Ordinance repealing the pre-existing total pro- 
hibition of the use of ganga, and substituting provisions for its 
regulation, is an interesting admission of the inability of Govern- 
ment to prevent, without oppression, the satisfaction of a popular 
demand. A much-needed work has been set in train by the 
Law Revision Ordinance. | 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a 
few pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


. ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. | | Year. 
267 | St. Lucia J si tee pit ees 1898 
268 | Fiji ss ee on Sag dea ae = 
° 269 | Turks and Caicos Islands... = beg 
270 | Malta... ee aoe al ae wee ‘6 
271 | Gold Coast an se sit ee Bae - 
272 | Trinidad aoe sod ar wie oe si 
273 | Sierra Leone... sce see pus ee is 
2i4 | Ceylon ... i 5 es — a ; 
275 | British Solomon Islands oe ec ..- | 1898-99 

276 | Gibraltar es hes ane ee we 1898 

217 Bahamas ey ad ae on sa _ 

278 : British Honduras on sie sae oe - 

279 | Mauritius and Rodrigues _... sith see ‘ 
280 | Grenada... a aa sits ae ss - 
281 | St. Vincent we bs ad — she ‘6 


232 | Hong Kong — as bie — - 
283 | Jamaica ... ts sd -_ a ... | 1898-99 
284 | Lagos... oa a se whe aes 18938 
285 | Seychelles ce oe un bee a e 
286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands a 1899 
287 | Straits Settlements ...  ... sens ake 1898 
288 | Basutoland me sie she ae ... | 1898-99 
289 | Niger Coast Protectorate ‘ei oa ” 
290 | British Guiana ... se a ae ... | 1897-98 & 
1898-99 
291 | Falkland Islands ig sis sen. wey 1899 
292 | British New Guinea ... se sce: .-. | 1898-99 
293 Bermuda... ees sine Bes ae say 1899 


294 | Barbados ies ae es ie Ae af 
295 | Malta... aye suis ses see ah a 
296 | Fiji ses seid a eae abi i : 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. | Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast... — ... | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand ... sou ... | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone me ... | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada _.... ies ... | Emigration. 
> | Bahamas ... we.  . ee | Sisal Industry. 
6 | Hong Kong ais ... | Bubonic Plague. 
7 | Newfoundland _.... ... | Mineral Resources. 
8 | Western Pacific _... ... | British Solomon Islands. 
9 | Dominica ... ues ... | Agriculture. 
10 | Virgin Islands _... .. | Condition during 1897. 
ll | Grenada _... ae ... | Agriculture in Carriacou., 


12 | Anguilla... wii ... | Vital Statistics, 1598. 
13. | Cook Islands a ... | Trade, 1899. 
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No. 297. 
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. 


(For Report for 1898, see No. 269.) 


AcTiInG GOVERNOR HaLLoweEs to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
30th June, 1900. 
SIR, 


I wave the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book of 
the Turks and Caicos Islands for the year 1899, together with a 
letter from the Commissioner, forwarding his Report thereon. 


I have, &c., 


H. Jarpine Hatxrowes, Major-General, 
Administering the Government. 


From the ComMIssionER of the Turks Islands to the CoLonran 
SECRETARY. 


Grand Turk, 
2nd June, 1900. 
Sim, 
I wave the honour to forward herewith my Report on the 

Blue Book for the year 1899. 

I regret the slight delay in rendering the Report, which has 
arisen, from my absence on duty in the Caicos Islands in April, 
and subsequent illness. 


I have, &c., 


Epwarp J. CAMERON, 
Commissioner. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE TURKS AND 
CAICUS ISLANDS FOR THE YEAR 1899. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 
(A.) GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

The following comparative statement and table give the heads 
of Revenue and Expenditure, and the amounts received under 
those heads for the years 1898 and 1899, as well as the total 
Revenue and Expenditure for the last five years 1895-99 : — 


6472*—75—7/1900 Wt 24600 D& 8—5 A 
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1899. 
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Turks Revenue. 
AND 
Caicos 
ISLaNps, — | 1898. 1899. 
1899. 
a £ «6@d.) £ ss at £ 8. d.| £ 28 a. 
Import Duties 1.00 6. ew ae 2,918 2 11 ne 8,205 15 9 
Royalty on Salt exported ote _ 2,088 3 8 — 2,656 8 2 
Port Dues :— 
Light ... eee ors .. | 6388 5 0 ~_ 747 16 4 _ 
Wharf ... ace er sea 74 2 0 _ 78 16 6 — 
712 7 0 826 12 10 
Licences and Internal Revenue :— 
Dog Licences ... sa dea 26 8 0 _ 24 5 0 — 
Liquor Licences eee .. | 155 0 0 _ 130 0 0 —_ 
Auction Dues... wate eae 41 14 10 — 33 1:10 —_ 
Fines and Forfeitures ia 37 13 1 — 8110 7 — 
260 15 11 218 17 5 
Payments for Specific Services :— 
Storage... ove wee wt 50 2 4 — 57 03) — 
Fees of Office... oes ees 56 18 0 _ 86 0 3 — 
» » Court... 2... |) 69:19 1 = 44.12 9 = 
» » Cemetery... ses 214 0 — 116 0 — 
Rent of Market Stalls sae 919 8 — 10 0 O — 
Grant in aid of Mail Service | 250 0 0 — 250 0 0 — 
439 12 8 449 9 It 
Poet Office ... eee Mie aes _ 364 6 2 — 802 18 It 
Revenue from Government Pro- 
perty :— 
Bales of Crown Land Sas 8 7 1 _ 34 12 10 — 
Rents ... we ine eee 58 13 11 —_ 57 3 9 — 
Sales of Water sis <a 76 18 10 _ 94 5 6 — 
Other Receipts we sus 8 6 5 — 216 38 — 
147 6 8 138 18 4 
Interest... ove coe ive —_— 291 16 9 — 175 6 2 
Miscellaneous Receipts ...  .. ~ 916 4 — 8 8 9% 


Total ... a — 7,232 6 8 — 8,032 15 8 
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Expenditure, 


— | 1898. 1899. 


end) £ ada! £ a4 
Pensions... ius Sak 42719 4 — 107 9 38 
Commissioner's Department 2,318 10 7 = 2,325 7 0 
Judicial ios) 637 15 7 — 660 2 7 
Police % wes 472 13 3 _— 464 14 9 
Prisons : we 219 6 2 — 187 4 6 
Medical 5 ee 544.17 0 _ 476 14 4 
Paupers ... as 283 13 3 — 335 18 6 
Education ... —... di ae _- 600 0 0 
Registration and Vaccination ... —_ 27,5 7 
Public Market — 21 0 O 
» Library — 50 0 0 
Miscellaneous :— 
Direct West India Cable Com- 120 0 0 — 
pany, news supply. 
Printing but ode 100 0 0 _ 
Stationery —... ade = 
Unforeseen Contingencies ... = 
327 11 9 
Post Office ... ses tee au 530 17 2 


Lighthouse Department ... 


Public Works :— 


Department 363 11 332 11 38 _ 
Recurrent 604 7 828 9 2 — 
Extraordinary 286 16 859 0 2 = 


1,254 15 6 


Special Votes :— 


Cable Celebration 20 0 


17 17 


Refund of duties on goods 
destroyed by tire, 


100 0 — 


—— 187 17 8 


| 
_ 18,061 4 5 


Contribution to Barbados 
and St. Vineent Hurri- 
cane Relief Fund. 


Total ove eve 
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Total Revenue and Expenditure for five years, 1895-99. 
=—— | 1895. | 1896. | 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 


£ « d, £ s. d, £ s. d. £ «6. d. £ 8. d. 
Revenue... | 7,312 9 65 | 9,706 19 2| 9477 7 4] 7,282 6 8 | 8,082 15 8 


Expenditure... | 7,547 0 7] 7,882 1010] 8,384 9 2] 8,061 4 6| 7,644 9 7 


The total of the Revenue for 1899 exceeds by £800 8s. 7d. 
the similar total for 1898. This result is attributable to a good 
salt-raking season and large shipments, with consequent fuller 
employment of labour and larger importation of food supplies. 


The Expenditure of 1899 was less than that of the previous year 
by £416 14s. 10d., the difference being due to a reduced ex- 
penditure on public works and the absence of certain exceptional 
expenses which were incurred during 1898. 


The surplus on the year’s working was £388 5s. 8d., which is 
to be added to the existing surplus balance from previous years 


of over £7,000. 


(B.) TaxaTION. 


No changes took place during the year under review. 


(C.) AssETS AND LIABILITIES. 


There was a balance of Assets over Liabilities on the 3lst 
December, 1899, of £7,517 1s. 10d., as set out in the annexed 
table: — 
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TuRKS anp Caicos ISLANDs. TURKS 
AND 
Year ended 31st December 1899. Caicos 
IsLaNns, 
18499, 


. a, 
Balance broaght forward from 1898... sie aes .. 7,128 16 2 


REVENUE for 1899 :— 
Customs ... ini das a 3,205 15 9 


Miscellaneous ... ‘a 4,826 19 


8,032 15 3 
15,161 11 5 


EXPENDITURE for 1899 :-— 
Departments 
Public Works 


Miscellaneous 
7,644 9 7 


Balance to be carried to 1900 7,517 1 10 


ASSETS :— 
In Colonial Chest ste age 
* With Crown Agents 
With New York Agents 6 ee 
With Treasurer Jamaica oe sh 
Advances due ... aa 8s 
Do. U.K. Post Office 


Arrears of Revenue 


7211 3 

712 2 
5,500 0 0 
200 0 0 
819 3 8 


Bonds for Import duties és 


Bonds for Auction duties 
Investments, Government funds _... 


Do. Savings Bank do. 


Do. in Jamaica Savings Bank 


9.089 6 9 


* Includes £300 remittances maturing and in transit. 
6472—5 A 4 
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Turks AND Caicos ISLANDS—continucd, 


LIABILI11E3 :— £ os. a. £ se a. 
Salaries ... see see ees ane — | — 
Pensions... see wai oes aoe — — 
Miscellaneous (Deposits) ss ~~ 167 7 0 —_ 

Salt Pond Maintenance Fund... ses 312 16 9 _ 
Board of Education Fund _... oe 26 9 1 ~— 


United Kingdom money orders ae —_ _— 


Jamaica do. Seg 72 11 7 — 
Turks Islands Savings Bank ... as 987 0 6 — 
——_——_——_——| 1,572 411 
Balance of Assets — 7.517 110 


(D.) Pusiic Desr. 
The Dependency has no public debt. 


(E.) CURRENCY. 


Gold, American and British, an occasional Bank of England 
or Colonial bank note, with British silver and Jamaica nickel 
coinage, constitute the currency of the Dependency. Mexican 
dollars pass to some small extent for purchase at the stores, &c., 
but they are not legal tender, and are not accepted at the 
Treasury. 


(F. and G.) Finances OF MUNICIPALITIES OR PUBLIC 
Boarps. 


There is no municipality and no public board which levies 
rates or has sole control of any funds. 


II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(A.) Imports aND Exports. 


The dutiable atticles imported into the Dependency which con- 
tribute over £100 per annum to the Customs revenue are shown 
in the following comparative table : — 
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The following table comprises the chief articles of import on 
which no duty is payable :— 


| Quantity. Value. 
Articles. = See 
| 1898. | 1809, 1898. 1899. 
£8 dj £ «a d. 
Beans and peas” - - 07 bushels 9145 bushels 852 2 9{| 3889 7 3 
Bran and oats - -| 2,714 packages| 2,559 packages{ 746 910] 751 9 9 
* Coffee - - - - | 12,750 Ibs. 6,035 lbs. 157 9 6 68 16 11 
Confectionery- - = - 205 packages 238 packages{ 211 7 4/ 199 15 10 
Cordage - - - - 95 coils 119 coile 114 1 8| 188 9 6 
Com - - -  -| 1,722 bushels | 2,609 bushels | 193 5 1]| 3831 9 9 
Crockery and glassware - 150 packages 202 packages] 239 14 1] 172 9 3 
Fish, salt - -  - | 23,000 lbs. 26,300 Ibs. 2K) 8 4| 249 9 8 
Fruit and vegetables - | 2,106 lots 2,176 lots 1,759 9 61,757 16 8 
Government stores-  —s_- 267 packages 419 packages} 203 7 6| 188 11 1 
Hay - -  - =f 1,403 bales 717 bales 220 19 2 87 4 9 
Hominy and samp-~—_- 587 packages 675 packages} 298 4 7} 84210 9 
Jewellery, &e- -  - 43 Fa 28 3 119 1 6 3614 4 
Machinery -~ - - 174 86 m 562 16 0 75 18 9 
Meal, corn” - - - 728 barrels 871 barrels 826 4 1] 3893 2 0 
Molasses, syrup, &c. - | 4,666 gallons 5,263 gallons 244 16 10] 28913 7 
Mules - - - - 9 4 150 0 0 60 0 0 
Stationery, &c. - = 92 packages 77 packages{ 131 2 4] 12112 8 


* Of the coffee imported in 1898, 6,500 lbs. was exported. 


The chief article of export is salt, of which there was 
exported : — 


—- Quantity. | Value. | Royalty Paid. 


£ 38. d. £ os. d. 
In 1898 oes ..» | 1,431,850 bushels | 18,701 14 4 2,088 3 8 


In1899 ...  .. | 1,821,490 _,, 21,138 8 7| 2656 8 2 
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The fibre—‘“ sisal grass”—export, however, continues to in- 
crease steadily, the value in 1899 being £7,493 12s. 9d., more 
than double that of the previous year. 


The sponge export direct to the United States—which covers 
sponges gathered and shipped by local enterprise, as opposed to 
the sponge taken away from these waters by Bahamas fishermen 
without affording any profit to the Dependency—was valued at 
nearly £1,100, which is the largest figure yet reached, and 
double the average of the past ten years. 


It is to be hoped that the industry will be followed up more 
closely by the inhabitants of the place than has hitherto been 
the case, as it is one which, besides affording fair prospects of 
good return from capital cautiously laid out, offers remunerative 
employment to the owners of small craft and boatmen of the 
Caicos, and is thus likely to appreciably assist in improving the 
conditions of existence in those barren islands. 


The total value of the imports and exports for the last five 
years is as follows : — 


{ 


| 
i 1895. | 1896.) 1897. | 1898,» «1899, 
£ s. ad, £ 8. P = 8. F £ adi £ s. d., 
Imports-  - | 26,734 18 0/3045 4 4 133,939 2 7 127.066 16 0 ae ll 3 
Exports-  - {21,687 17 8 |31,497 14 5 | 43,808 18 5 [24,810 12 4 !31.909 19 2 


The bulk of the trade is absorbed by the United States, as from 
the geographical position of the islands and the nature of their 
produce is inevitable. 


In connection with the increase in the value of the exports, 
it is to be noted that the increase in value of the salt export over 
that of 1898 does not follow in the same proportion the increase 
in the quantity exported, in consequence of the very low price 
that ruled during nearly the whole year. In further explanation, 
] quote from my previous Annual Report on the Revenue and Ex- 
penditure of the year: — 


“The quantity of salt exported was 1,821,490 bushels, which 
is some 220,000 above the average, and nearly 400,000 more than 
the figure for the previous year. The reason of the increased 
export may, I think, be found in the very low price at which, 
for the greater part of the year, salt was offered, owing to the 
large quantities on hand and the anxiety of the Incal manufac- 
turers to realise. The figures therefore do not indicate quite as 
much general well-being among the community as they would 
appear to. 


“The fishery salt trade with British North America took only 
171,634 bushels, as against 270,486 in 1898. This is much to 
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Turks — be regretted, but the Dependency’s product appears to stand little 


ae chance in competition with the lower priced Mediterranean 
IsLANDS, mt icle. 
1X99). “ The improvement in the receipts for 1899, as compared with 


~~ those for 1898, under the heads of Royalty on Salt exported and 
na Banas on Vessels, is respectively £568 4s. 6d. and 
s. 4d.” 


As regards imports, the value, as taken from the return, a 
pears less, though the duties collected show an appreciable 
increase. This is seemingly due to the lower price of provisions, 
such as flour, sugar, &c., and to a smaller importation of non- 
dutiable goods. 


(B.) MANUFACTURES. 


There is nothing new to report under this head. There is but 
one industry, namely, the production of salt from sea-water by 
solar evaporation. The price was very low during the greater 
part of the year, but went up from something under five cents 
a bushel to six cents during the last quarter, as a result of a 
mutual arrangement entered into between the local producers 
and the dealers in the United States, by whom the trade is ap- 
parently controlled. These improved conditions have been 
maintained up to the present time. 


(C.) AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES, &C. 


Agriculture in the Dependency is practically confined to a few 
scanty provision fields in the Caicos Islands and a few patches of 
irilinea corn, grown chiefly for the fodder afforded by the stalks. 
The barren nature of the soil, coupled with the absence of rain- 
fall, makes anything else impossible. 


(D.) Laxp GraxtTs AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 


Sixty-nine grants were made in 1899 under the Crown Lands 
Ordinance of 1896. 
The value of land, other than town lots, is very small. 


(I.) SHIPPING. 


A table is annexed of the steam and sailing vessels inward and 
entward during the past two years. The steamers are those of 
the Clyde line from New York to Dominican ports, at uncertain 
dates, but about tri-weekly, which touch at Grand Turk, both on 
the outward and homeward voyages, taking labourers for the 
Dominican trip to work the cargo, and landing them on return. 
There is also the monthly steamer of Messrs. Pickford and 
3lack’s line from Halifax to Jamaica, which is under contract 
with this Government to convey the Turks Islands’ mails : — 
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A comparative statement of total shipping for the last fire 
years is also annexed : — 


: . 
muses : 1895. 1896. | -1897. | 1898. 1899. 
ll | 
Tous. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Inwards ... | 120,037 | 131,106 | 164,751 | 120,278 | 119,032 
Outwards ... | 120,087 | 130,572 | 163,623 | 1228.9 | 118872 


ee CEE EE ee fl ~noo | 6 


261,678 | 328.374 | 243,107 | 287,904 


Total ... | 240,124 


These figures do not include men-of-war, of which one (British) 
visited the Dependency during the year. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


The principal measures passed during the year were : — 


Ordinance No. 4, of 1899.—To consolidate, define, and amend 
the Law relating to Magistrates and the Procedure in Magis- 
trates’ Courts. 


Ordinance No. 5, of 1899.—To consolidate and amend the 
Statute Law of the Turks and Caicos Islands relating to offences 
punishable on summary conviction. 


These ordinances take the place of a large number of out-of- 
date and scattered laws, ranging from 1844, down, and greatly 
simplify the magisterial work of the Dependency. 


Ordinance No. 8, of 1899.—To consolidate and amend the Law 
of the Dependency relating to the Customs, and to make further 
provision for the management and regulation thereof. 


This ordinance is one which has been badly needed for many 
years. It similarly takes the place of various ancient and con- 


flicting laws. 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 
(A.) Primary EpvucatTion. 
A sum of £600 per annum is set aside by ordinance for the 
work of education in the Dependency. 


There are seven schools, of which five are in the Caicos Islands. 


Education is not compulsory, and the main difficulty that has 
to be contended with is the irregular attendance of children. 


The majority of the teachers are trained men from Jamaica, 
and an inspection is held by an officer of the Jamaica Education 
department once in two years. 


(B.) Seconpary EpDUCATION. 
There is no provision for secondary education. The children 


of the better class usually obtain their education in Jamaica, 
the United States, or Canada. 


(C.) INDUSTRIAL, TECHNICAL, AND AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS. 


Nil. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(A, B, C, D.) Hospirats, AsyLumMs, Poor Houses, 
REFORMATORIES. 


There are no institutions of this class in the Dependency at the 


present day, but a portion of the old poorhouse has been set 
aside as a place where any infectious disease or serious case for 
operation or otherwise may be placed under the care of an atten- 
dant, tempcrarily engaged. It is very rarely required. 


Lunatics are sent to the asylum in Jamaica. 
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VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


(A.) PoLice. 


The police force consists of :— 


At Grand Turk—a corporal, three constables, and 
two district constables. : 
Salt ors constable and one district con- 
stable. 
Cockburn Harbour—one constable and one 
district constable. 


The other Caicos Islands—seven district con- 
stables. 


The total cost of the upkeep of the force in 1899 was 
£464 14s. 9d. 7 


(B.) Prisons, 


The one prison of the Dependency is at Grand Turk. The 
daily average in prison in 1899 was two. Long-sentence 
prisoners are usually sent to serve their time at Jamaica, but, 
fortunately, there are rarely any prisoners of this class. 


(C.) CriminaL STATISTICS. 


The total number of offences reported to the police or to the 
magistrates in 1899 was 176, against 195 in 1898. 


Of the offences reported in 1899, 65 were for offences against 
the person ; seven were for preedial larceny; 17 were for offences 
against property other than przedial larceny; 87 were for other 
offences. | 

The total number of convictions in the inferior courts in 1899 
was 130, against 121 in 1898. 


These convictions are classified as follows: —Fifty-one for 
offences against the person; seven for predial larceny; seven 
for offences against property other than predial larceny; 65 
for other offences. 


The convictions in the Supreme Court were as follows:—Two 
for offences against the person ; one for offences against property. 


The acquittals were as follows:—In the inferior courts 38; 
in the Supreme Court 4. 


6172—5 B 
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VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 
(A.) PopuLATION. 


The total by the last census, 1891, was 4,744. The registered 
births from that date up to the end of 1899 have exceeded the 
registered deaths by 860, so that the population would appear 
to be increasing. Such increase, is however, discounted by the 


_ emigration, chiefly to Hayti and San Domingo, and the popula- 


tion is probably about stationary. 


(B.) Pustic HEALTH. 


The general state of the public health during 1899 was good. 


(C.) SANITATION. 


The Towns and Public Health Ordinance of 1895 gives power 
to deal with nuisances generally, and provides for the exercise 
of precautions in case of epidemics, for the cleaning of streets, 
the regulation of slaughter yards, and other kindred matters. 


The sea is handy to all for the carrying away of refuse, and 
the soil is of a nature that readily absorbs impurities. 


(D.) CLIMATE. 


(1.) The rainfall is small, averaging about 26 inches from 


year to year. 


(2.) The temperature is not excessive, and it 18 rarely up- 
bearably hot, save on certain still days, which are experienced 
as a rule in the months of September and October. 


Tables of rainfall and temperature are attached :— 
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RAINFALL. 


For the Year 1899 compared with the average for the 


previous seven years. 
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Month. 


January ... 
February ... 
March... 
April ove 
May ove 
June eee 
July oe 
August .. 
Beptember... 
October ... 
‘November... 


December ... 


Total inches 


Average for 7 years 


1892-98 ... 


6472—5 


Grand 
Turk. 


1:31 


3°37 


1°52 


‘61 


"68 


"96 


3°34 


‘77 


1-63 


3°73 


1:33 


3°26 


22°41 


24°30 


Salt Cay 


Cockburn 
Harbour. 


23°80 


19-60 


41°35 


33°40 
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Temperature. 
Month. a | Maximum. Minimum. © touts. | Mamas | anime, | Mean, Mean. 
January .. 80 77 76 
February .. 80 77 78 
March 80 76 78 
April 80 17 79 
May 84 79 82 
June. 85 80 83 
July sei bés dee 85 82 — 83 
August... ees sai 86 82 ~~ 82 
September... des one 87 838 82 
October... be as 86 78 “83 
November...  .ss. sis 83 78 ~ $1 
December ... Ses ies 84 760 ' 78 


(3.) The wind is usually equable and blows se the pre- 
vailing direction being from the south-east. 


VIII—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 


The mails are brought to, and despatched from, the Dependency 
by a monthly steamer from Halifax, Nova Scotia, under contract, 
and also by the steamers of the Clyde line from New York tri- 
weekly. These latter, unfortunately, do not sail on schedule 
time, so that it is not possible to arrange for a regular despatch 
from the United Kingdom by that routs, but letters that arrive 
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at Halifax soon after the departure of the monthly boat are sent 
on to New York, and thus usually arrive here some days earlicr 
than they would if they waited at Halifax for the next monthly 
steamer. By far the larger portion of the mails for the United 
Kingdom go north by the New York steamers; letters so de- 
spatched get to their destination in a shorter time by a week 
or more than they would by the longer Halifax route. 


The island of Grand Turk is in telegraphic connection with 
Bermuda and Jamaica by the cables of the Direct West India 
Cable Company, which opened its Grand Turk station in 
January of 1898. 


There is no telephone service. 


1X.—MILITARY FORCES AND EXPENDITURE. 
Nil. 


X.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
1. The year under review was a quiet and uneventful one. 


2. A visit of inspection was paid in January to the Dependency 
by ilis Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, Sir Augustus Hem- 


ming, K.C.M.G., in Her Majesty’s ship “* Proserpine.” 


3. A reciprocity treaty was negotiated with the United States, 
by which the Dependency is to obtain a reduction of the duty 
levied on salt, and certain other advantages, in consideration 
of reciprocal concessions in the duties on imports of United 
States origin. This treaty awaits ratification. 


4. There are no other matters calling for special remark. 


Epwarp J. CAMERON, 


Commissioner. 


Garand Turk, 


2nd June, 1900. 
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